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o f  a household  com p le tin g  the ir harvest goals w as on Ju ly  17 and the la test occurred on 
Ju ly  3 1
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND W ILDLIFE SERVICE

101 12 Ave., Room 222, Box 19 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

Phone: (907) 455-1X45 
Fax: (907) 455-1843 

-OR-
Emmonak Field Station 

PO Box 125 
Emmonak,AK 99581 

Phone: (907) 949-1798 
Fax:(907)949-1842

To. R ay O ney, L ester W ilde  Sr., B enedict Jones, Robert W alker, M ickey  Stockman, 
G erald N icholia , V irgil U raphcnour. H a n y  W ilde Sr.. R on  Sam , C ra ig  Flccner, Jack 
ReakofF, A ndy B assich

Fairbanks Fish and Wildlife Field Office

From :

Number of Pages to Follow:

Comments:
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H utchison  2

one y e a r  later A laskan  L eg isla tu re  is in the sam e position  as they w ere  in 2003. T he bill 

has been re-p roposed  as Senate Bill 85. but w ith one m in o r change. If leg isla tors decide 

o pass the  bill th ey  w ill have tw elve m onths from  the  day the bill is ad o p ted  to figure out 

how to fund  and p ro tec t the land and  an im als from  poachers and  d isrespec tfu l persons.

Seriate Dill S5 shou ld  .not be adopted  because i: w ou ld  be ex p ensive  to  the sta te , the

-1
t4ac.w al^-reM rurecs-t,L tluM u:id ra w ill be severe ly  dam aged  (tha t com es a .o tig  w ith

risk ing  loss o f  a m ulti-m illion  dollar researcn  cen ter located w ith in  the c o n d o r ) ,  caribou  

herds that residettrs o f  the  area re .y  on for s ubsistence could  I*; p laced  in je o pardy , and 

en fo rc in g  the land  m anagem ent w ould be a superhum an  effo rt even i f  m u ltip le  troopers

w ere m  vvoik around the clock. . .  Senate  B ill S5 w ere to  pass into law^thc effec ts  could 

be seen via A la sk a 's  budget, less o f  scien tific  research , and the m rn y  lifesty le  changes

that w ould  have to be m ade in rural com m unities ailing ihe co rridor.

Senate , S eekins w an ts  the Senate  and  A laskans to  believe  that the add ition  o f  this 

bill will not o k ) the state any m oney. This is ju s :  no t the case. An artic le  w ritten  by 

S enato r Seekins states w hat he believes to be true is ‘\K ignt now , there arc tu rnou ts, 

cam pgrounds, "estrocm s and v isito r cen ters in p lace  on  the D alton  H ighw ay  that ire 

in tended :o accom m odate  increased  public in terest” (S eek ins). The h ig h w ay  tu rnoffs that 

he w ould  like to use for veh ic les carry ing  in le n  u ilk O R V s o r cam p in g  a lready  serve  an 

im portan t u tilitarian  purpose. They are m eant as safety p u .lovers for the thousand? o t 

scm »-lruc\ J r iv e is  hau ling  freight as they  race ap tn d  dow n th e  so c lev e rly  n icknam ed  

“ H aul R oad" e v e n  m onth . T h is w ould need  to  be reck o n ed  w ith , and  u n d oub ted ly  there   y
w o uld  be m any new  pu ll-o ffs  and  break  stops crea ted  a long  the h ighw ay. *To Isla M ycrs- 

Sm ith , an  Alaslcar. R esident, a b io logist invcstigati ig d is tu rb an ce  in the boreal fo rest and

e996dsesc« ipninBifj (,0G<t0 3 0  i i  PO



at Tcolik is 36.000,000 (total), averaging 8.600,000 mutually” (1AQ). T he research tiiat 

is conducted n  foolik :s a pr.vj’.cge for both the state and the field station It is

Hutchison 5
* 4

something that should b= supported and protected, not thought of as a burden that is only 

taking up land for recreation.

According to the Senate Bill 85 Sponsor Statement, written by Senator Ralph 

Seekins. "dropping the ban would allow state agencies to continue douvg valuable 

research work without being p accd in the awkward position o rviolating state law”

(Alaska SU..e Senate). l! would not lie a matter of the Field Station violating state law.
/■“ • } /

Hie thing that Toolik Fic d Station and loc Js worry about is tt.e carelessness of 

i-responsible -ecrralional users that would increase the deterioration ot the sensitive 

tundra. The well being of the land should also worry me State. Legislature should keep 

in mind that residents and researcners alike provide educational nrbrmniiun so ilia, they 

may make the right decision and help protect t ie land for fuiure scientific research and 

anyone that m_y somcda.. want to lead an alternative sabsisten: lifestyle.

As of now. enforcement of new polices ar.d guidelines that will need to be created 

to ensure public safety would have to be patrolled by Officer Kurt Bedmgf.cld. the only 

state trooper currently stationed in Coldfoot hi.s jurisdiction reigns from tne Yukon 

River to Augun FaJJfc Ensuring the well-being of large quantities of recreational users 

would not be a task to bestow upon one trooper If more state troopers were to be 

stationed north of the Yukon River, i would be adding to the rising costs of passing this 

bill

For a lot of people, the passing of this bill will hit close to home. The lard that 

residents of /l'.lages near the corridor value and depend upon for an alternative subsislent

cl e995dSE909 ip'uuBpj hzezo 90 Zi i;,J
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to the reasoning for slowing the bill for additional hearings, including a fellow Senator. 

"Juneau's Senator Kim Elton asked why, if Senate Resources genuinely intended to 

-cccive public input, they didn’t move the bill out of committee” (Alaska Conservation 

Voters). The hold on any real work being done on this bill over the summer relieves the 

residents and persons against the bill for the time being, but advocates against the bill will 

try' to increase aw areness of the potential of losing an essentially untouched beautiful 

piece of land

In the end, the passing of Senate Bill 85 or any future altered version will have 

negative impacts across the state of Alaska. From the research . a.hered it is apparent that

tile effects dial will be caused by the Bill will oc more detrimental to the rural villages 

and scientific communities alone than any Srratnr_shorld administer upon the state of 

Alaska.
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1 First, this fragile arctic ecosystem and the current populations that it supports will 
no* hold up under the impact o f increased use o f  off road vehicles

2 There is lack o f law enforcement to monitor & regulate the potential increased 
users.

3 Also creating safety issues for these new potential users, and as a result an 
increased financial burden on the state in dealing with these issues,

4 There is potential for increased security risks associated with fragile climate 
developments in the area, including both Toolik Lake research, and Alyeska 
pipeline operations through out the corridor,

5. Majority o f current & potential are* users do not want to see this legislation 
passed.

6. This areas current regulations & allowances support an enormous variety o f user 
groups hunters, trappers, fishermen, gold miners, oil development & 
infrastructure, sightseers, backpackers, campers, researchers, and ancient cultures 
o fthe  land

7. You cannot please all the people all the time, but current regulations are 
accommodating the majority o f people classified as users & potential users of the 
area Rules & regulations are based on these majority needs, & management 
restrictions in place are there to protect these rights& uses o f ail concerned

8. I spoke with thousands o f visitors this summer who visited the Dalton highway, 
and this arctic ecosystem. They came here from Alaska, the US. and around the 
world to see this place as it is, they were appalled at the thought that there would 
even be considered a bill to pass legislation that would allow off road vehicle use 
o f this corridor in the fragile arctic. Even strangers to our country are wise enough 
to realize the potential impacts that off road vehicle use will have on this land & 
populations. I spoke with no one out o f thousands who would support this 
legislative option, the potential impacts are obvious to all to far outweigh the need 
for a few individuals the right to scourge one o f the last remaining accessible 
intact arctic ecosystems in the world

9. In light o f such sound opposition, be wise & drop your campaign for arctic 
destruction, this place is much more valuable left as it is

Points o f  opposition:


