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The recreational areas in the Juneau area are heavily used. The steep m ountains aiul the w ater restrict 
available space for land recreation. As Ju n eau 's  population grow s the dem and for recreational areas will 
also grow. The logical place to expand availability to  the public is through the m arine park.

According to the State o f  Alaska, Division o f  M otor Vehicles, there are 4 .800 boats in the Juneau Area.

A ccording to the US Census Bureau:
In 1980 the Juneau population was 19,528.
In 1990 the Juneau population was 26.751. an increase o f  7,223 people.
In 2000 the Juneau population w as 3 0 .7 1 1. an increase o f  3.960 people.

There will continue to be an increased dem and for recreational areas in the Juneau area. By converting  
these state island lands into park lands, we can keep them open to the public and m anage them  for public 
use.

Most o f  these islands are currently popular with boaters. Shelter Island is usually listed in the Fish and 
G am e weekly fish reports under “hot spo ts’ for kings, slivers and halibut. Shelter Island and Lincoln 
Island, arc popular places for deer hunters. Both Shelter and Lincoln have nice beaches for landing a 
boat, cam ping and picnicking.

The North Pass betw een Shelter and Lincoln currently is a valuable com m ercial area for whale 
watching boats. Benjam in Island also has a high com m ercial value for tourism  because o f  the sea lion 
haul-out area.

Kayakers use both Gull and Benjam in islands. They are popular places to kayak to and cam p. Both are 
close to the road system  and so offer even the novice an opportunity  lo visit the islands.

Just north o f  Benjam in Island is North Island. Benjam in is alxmt ha lf a mile from  the main land o f f  
G lacier Highway and N orth Island is about one mile W hales sw im  betw een the islands and the 
m ainland. People who drive out the road will stop  by the cliffs and watch for whales o lT the two islands.

Coghland Island has nice beaches for cam ping and picnicking. Suedla is near by it. Both are in 
sheltered w aters that allow canoes, kayaks and small boats access to them.

Ralston Island is a sm all but beautiful island that is next to Lincoln Island. At low tide it becom es part 
o f  Lincoln. Just north o f  Ralston is Little Island, an island with just a few acres.

Portland has a cam pground and picnic site with tables and an outhouse. It has three beaches and a 
rustic trail.

These islands are precious jew els. By transferring them  from the D ivision o f  M ining. Land & W ater to 
the D ivision o f  Parks and O utdoor Recreation, they be will be kept open to the public for hunting, 
eam ping, picnicking and hiking. Please support the creating o f  this m arine park.

Gary M iller, Juneau \ r e a  S tate Parks A dvisory Board 
907-789-3757 gmillei Juneauak(31hotm ail.com
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