


COOL Testimony 
By Tabitha Williams

Having grown up on the docks in a fishing village, this bill is especially important 

to me. My dad is a fisherman and my mother works at the fuel dock. My friends and I 

have been deck-handing on fishing boats since we were old enough to gaff humpies. Al! 

o f these jobs are supported by the fishing industry. Even the tourist businesses depend on 

the Alaska’s seafood reputation to attract their clientele. That is why we, as Alaskans, 

must strive to protect and promote our state’s most valuable resource.

Fanned fish has been linked to cancer-causing toxins and high mercury levels.

Do we want our natural, healthy, wild salmon to be associated with the notoriously bad 

press fanned fish has earned over recent years? Or do we want to make a distinction 

between the two and allow Alaskans to show their support and pride o f the hard-working 

fishermen in our state. I think we deserve a choice.
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MEMORANDUM

ATE: February 16, 2005

TO: Senator Tom Wagoner, Chair \
Senate Resources Committee

FROM: Representative Beth Kerttula

RE: Hearing Request for HJR 6, Labeling Of Fish Products

I respectfully raquest that House Joint Resolution 6 be scheduled for a hearing in the 
Senate Resources Committee.

Attached you will find:

• CS HJR 6 (FSH)
• HJR 6
• Zero fiscal notes from the Departments ot Environmental Conservation and Fish & 

Same
• Sponsor Statement
• Letters of support from United Fishermen of Alaska, Alaska Trailers Association, 

Southeast Alaska Fishermen's Alliance, United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters, 
Cordova District Fishermen United, and Oceana

Thank you for your consideration.

S late Capllnl .Juneau. Alaska 99801 I 182 O (907) 465-4766 O Fax (907) 465 4 748 
Ivm a ll: Rep.Belli. Krrltula® lef>ls.slate.ak. us o h ttp ://w w w .k e r ttula.net

&  I'rililcil III June,III mi n-mlnl |>.i|»r

http://www.kerttula.net


FISCAL NOTE

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2005 L E G IS L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Labeling of fish products

Dept. Affected:
'RDU
Component ______

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

1
CSHJR 6(FSH)
2/2/05

Sponsor
Requester

Rep Kerttula

Environmental Conservation
 Environmental Health

Food Safety and Sanitation

House Fisheries

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2343

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 201 1
Personal Sen/ices 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00
Contractual 0.0 0.0 CO 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 00 0 0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

|CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 00 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 00 0 0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0 0 00 00 0.0 0 0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0
Other (Specify Type~Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost: 0 0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This House Joint Resolution has no fiscal impact on the department.

Prepared by: Kristin Ryan. Director_________________________________ Phone (907) 269-7644
Division Environmental Health________________________________  Dale/Time 1/25/05 11:59 AM
Approved by: Kurt Fredriksson  ____________________________________  Date 1/25/2005________
Agency Department of Environmental Conservation____________________

(Ruvtsed 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2005 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Labeling of Fish Products

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
'RDU
Component

CSHJR 6(FSH)
2/2/05

Fish and Game

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Kerttula
House Special Committee on Fisherie: Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

(Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Oo not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any currpnt year (FY2005) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal: I

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)
Passage of this legislation would have no fiscal impact.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Sarah Gilbertson Phone 465-6137
Legislative Liaison Date/Time 1/25/05 11:47 AM
Acting Commissioner Wayne Regelin Date 1/25/2005
Alaska Department of Fish & Game

IRovneU 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1
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H J R  6  

L a b e l i n g  o f  F i s h  P r o d u c t s  

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

As Alaskans, we all know that Alaskan fish tastes better and is healthier than farmed 
fish. Alaskans have long shown their support of country-of-origm labeling (COOL) and 
labeling of farmed or wild fish. These national labeling standards will help maintain the 
vitality of Alaska's fishing industry by allowing consumers to make informed choices in 
the marketplace.

Proposed regulations for COOL for fish and shellfish include an exclusion tc i rocessed 
food items, which would include canned, smoked, cured, or cooked fish V .- ver this 
is a common way to bring the product to the market place and much of the fisn available 
to Americans has been canned, smoked, cured, pouched, or cooked While a maj ntv 
of legislators have signed a letter stating concern over this issue, this resolution will be a 
more formal statement of our concern.

House Joint Resolution 6 supports the timely implementation of COOL and opposes the 
exclusion of canned smoked, cured, or cooked fish and shellfish from the requirements.

Sta le Capitol ❖ Juneau. Alaska 99801 I 182 ❖ (9071 465*47(56 v Fax (907) 465 4748 
E-mail: Hep Helli Kortliilaveleftls.slate.ak.u.s 0 h ttp ;/ /w \vw .kerlln la .ne t

r'y, I'unli-tl in Iuikmii mi in »* W p.i|vi



130 Seward St., No. 211 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 586-9400 
(907) 586-4473 Fax

A l a s k a  T r a i l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

February 2, 2004

Representative Gabriclle L cDoux, Co-Chair 
Representative Bill Thomas, Co-Chair 
House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representatives Lr Doux, Thomas, and Committee Members:

1 am writing to express the Alaska Trailers Association’s (ATA) support for HJR6, which advocates 
labeling o f canned and smoked seafood products for country o f origin as well as distinguishing between 
wild and farm raised

ATA has long sup1 orted reasonab.e labeling programs, as a means to provide consumers with 
information they r „-eJ and w it to make informed choices about the foods they eat. Recent passage by 
Congress o f Coun n o f Origin Labeling (COOL) is a substantial step toward that end.

Unfortunately, the I SDA chose during the regulatory drafting process to omit simple canned and 
smoked seafood pi »ducts from the list o f covered commodities. The USDA considers those foodstuffs 
to be “ processed” . While much o f Alaska’s seafood is canned and smoked, it is not significantly altered 
and still retains its natural characteristics. It is difficult to believe that those items arc what most people 
consider “ processed food” - as they would the protein in some TV dinners, or other products that are 
blended with other foods, sauces, or chemicals.

Consumers are becoming much more discerning when it comes to selection o f seafood, but in the 
marketplace it is often hard to distinguish where it comes from or how it is harvested. \nd. this is 
becoming increasingly difficult as a greater number of species are being raised in more countries around 
the world. Labeling w ill provide a service to those people who care to know. And, Alaska seafood is 
likely to fare well in their purchasing decisions, which is why the state should care.

While ATA strongly supports labeling o f seafood, we also appreciate some of the concerns that have 
been expressed by those who will have to implement the program Therefore, we support working with 
others in the (bod service industry where necessary, to ease unnecessary burdens.

Please don't hesitate to contact me i f I can be o f assistance on this or other matters.

Best Regards,

Dale Kelley 
Executive Director



IU t UO: j^ PM P- uu<

G o r d o v a  D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r m e n  U n i t e d
CetebfaUng 70 Years ot Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska 

P O Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 Telephone 907.424 3447 Fax 907.424.3430
E-mail cdfu@ak.nel

January 2b, 2005

Repr w ofatwo Gfrbnelle LeDoux, Co-Chair 
Representative Bill Thomas, Co-Chair 
House Fisheries Committee 
Alaska State Legislature

Capitol (Mail stop 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-118?

Eiear Representative LeDoux.

Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) supports the CS for HJR 6 relating to the labeling of fish 
products and processed food items- containing, fish CDFU. alongwith Ucuterl Fishermen of Alaska, has 
been working for several years to have these type of federal regulations implemented 7 he American 
pubke weuldJike tonave their seafood products identified as tanned or wild as well as know what 
country their seafood was harvested in

rjvnr.ua Fniwrnwi United. represents hundreds ol cofruriexcial. fishermen in Area E Copper
River and the Prince Wiliam Sound We support the CS for HJR 6 and appreciate your attention to this 
matter

Sincerely,

Diane Platt 
Executive Directot

CC. Representative Beth Kerttula

mailto:cdfu@ak.nel


O C E A N A
175 SOUTH FRANKLIN STREET, SUITE 418 JUNEAU, AIASKA 99801 9C>7.s86.40')O WWW .OCEANA.ORG

January  25, 2005

T h e H onorable Beth K erttula 
A laska S tate L egislature 
S tate Capitol, Room  430 
Juneau , AK  99801-1182

D ear R epresentative Kerttula:

T hank  you for in troducing  H ouse Joint Resolution 6 (H JR  6), a resolution relating to the labeling 
o f  fish products and processed food item s contain ing  fish to identify  the country o f  origin and to 
d istinguish  betw een w ild and farm ed fish and fish products. O ceana, a global non-profit 
o rganization  dedicated  to restoring  and protecting  the health o f  the w o rld 's  oceans, strongly 
supports th is resolution.

A lask a’s salm on fisheries are crucial to our econom y and to a sustainable existence. Labeling 
w ild A laska salm on— including canned, sm oked, and pouched— is a w in-w in situation all 
around. It is good for the health o f  A m erican consum ers in that it allow s them  to m ake inform ed 
choices about their seafood selections. It is good for A laska and will help us m aintain a strong 
m arket for the vibrant fisheries that are so im portant to our livelihoods and econom y. 
A dditionally , it is good for the environm ent. It is well docum ented that salm on farm s are a 
source o f  pollu tion  and allow  to r foreign invasive A tlantic salm on to escape into Pacific waters. 
T here  is no substitu te  for healthy w ild A laska salm on, w hether fresh, frozen, sm oked, canned, or 
pouched.

O ceana fully supports HJR 6. This resolution supports the long-term  viability  o f  our critically  
im portan t salm on fisheries. Thank you for supporting  A lask a 's  fisherm en and sustainable
oceans.

http://WWW.OCEANA.ORG
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Southeast Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance
9369 North Douglas Highway 
Juneau, AK 99801

Phone 907-586-6652 Fax 907-523-1168 E-mail: seafa@gci.net

January 25. 2Q04

House Special Committee on Fisheries 
House* Resource Committee 
State Capitol 
Juoeau. AK  99801-1182

RE: Support for HJR 6

The Southeast A laska Fishermen's Aftonce supporter* thfr federal Country of Origin 
Labeling (COOL) legislation that requires labeling of fish and shellfish and distinguishes 
between udd  and fanned fish and ahe Hhsh. Wfrsupptrrt H JR  6 fb^t has the Alaska 
legislature supporting the implementation of CO OL regulations. It is important that the 
federal government understood during this comment period thu l the regulations be 
extended to cover labeling of canned, smoked, and cured products and reverse the 
current decis ion  that exempts- these  products .

Weappredate that theleyisiafurewotifdbswrtfmg1 to-smcTff resolution during this 
comment period supporting labeling and asking that the lab*, 'ing be extended to canned 
and smoked products. Consumers are asking foi ' wikf  safmorr srge in  it is important that 
the products be labeled so they can make informed choices and receive tho product they 
wietvtobwy

The Southeast Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance is a non-profit membership based 
fishermen ’s  orgarwwtion represerrting perrnff hofders involved in the salmon, crab, 
shrimp and longline fisheries of Southeast Alaska.

Sincerely.

Kathryn L Hansen
/  / / —

mailto:seafa@gci.net
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To: Rep- B- Kerttula At: 465-4748

UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

January 24, 2005

Representative Hill Thomas, Co-Chair 
Representative Gabrn^le LeDoux, Co-Clwnr 
House Fisheries Committee 
Alaska Stale Legislature 
Stale Capitol (Mail stop 3100)
Juneau, AK 00801-1182

211 Fourth Street, Suite 110 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1172 

(907) 586-2820 
(907) 463-2545 Fax 

E-Mam ulaOufa-lish.org 
www.ufa-fish.org

Dear Representative Thomas,

United Fishermen o f Alaska supports the CS foi HJR b relating to the labeling o f fish 
products and processed food items containing fish. Americans have expressed their 
desire to know whether their sealbod product is farmed or wild caught as well as to 
distinguish what country it was harvested, in. UFA hus. been working diligently for the 
last live years on such regulations which will benefit the northwest commercial lishing 
salmon industry along with many others.

United fishermen ol Alaska represents 3 1 Alaska Commercial lishing organizations and 
hundreds o f individual fishermen awd frdimg related basmrsser y/e support the CS for 
HJR 6 ami thank you for your attention lo this matter

Sincerely,

Mark Vinscl 
hxecutivc Director

C'C: Representative Bclh Kerttula

teaafctu vuMZMtflhi.AWOWCoww • AM *n f>:gg*ri Aoocavon • ti.tflAwfigfwrWt aaai* ..km • CmM fioAM A»Mr<Mon • Vnrnv **iu • Ai 9wHfrooM*aa Annrvtw • HfMJ RwyConoanM aim W r*lKTr»in t Coidov* OMACT ih*mJ • Cme n»w.MtrMen and G«*v • OourtM Marvl P>* jna Clem • “---- ----- . ryn^hniikv.K** ''■w™'1 AMOCIW.' • K..C* At̂ CkAun >wnm • iuxm* scnm AuaoMan • Nat* Pxtc f+r»it CmUui • Nam F»c*c Scrt* Ci_p»Mn"n*1" r "iMin«»r»iH*«r» •»>,<•« . . AWefci-jW**Orwi»CTuu«»CTT • ”>T«rW»̂ Soun9Aqi*r.̂ Cwjmw*yiIVHS*vVr>v«OMi«MiaiUii • SfcWod CoopaNM • SoWwmi Allan homng Smwi UNtMng AMir»wv< • SoUtaMl A»»k* Osc FMimm AiMOMon
Soudan So.rf.ww Hagen* V . A n M M t g l t r  • Uran Crfrtw Bo*a • O W d  S ttm t AuooMon • l>W d  SoutWfti AwM* OSwMmWMMrwiio llw Mu wwmCU»i*'W,IX»f«l»tmi«n

http://www.ufa-fish.org
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United Southeast Alaska C iillnetters
PO ff iw /ItT fl), Ketchikan, AH 9&H0T Phone9 F .ix (9tY7J W l trm ik usa uillriottarB^att nel

January 21, 2005

The Honorable Beth Kerttula 
House ot Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 430 
Juneau, AK 99UQ1

Deai Representative Kerttula.

Send. Via.Fax to. 46S-4/4H.

The United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters (USAG) is an association ot about 150 small 
business owners who catch salmon by dnfT gillnetfing ni Southeast Alaska and mjarket 
salmon throughout the United States Many o1 our members also participate in other 
fisheries such as crab, shrimp, longline, and dive ftshenes USAG supports HJR 6 which 
supports the application of the federal country of origin labelingjegislation (COOI .) to 
processed as well as unprocessed seafood items We believe the American con jumer 
warns- to know and has t)re right to know- 4 the Osb and seafegd products they arc 
purchasing are wild or farm raised This is particularly important it we are to reali te the 
maximum benefft from ASMfs “wrttf Ataska seafocfo marketing'efforts In trade f ublication 
articles, salmon farmers have written that ASMI's “wild" salmon marketing has increased 
the sales of alt salmon because the consumer cannot distinguish thediflerence between 
tarmed and wild salmon in retail outlets This is a totally unacceptable situation and we 
wholeheartedly support your efforts to encourage the federal government to appl r the 
COOL regulations. La ail seafood, products.

We also believe the State of Alaska should continue to work with oihei agriculture states lo 
have the COQt regotehom  appty to aft food items consumed m thru cqpntry Ag$in, thank 
you for introducing this resolution and for your continuing support ol our Alaska seafood 
industry

Yours truly,

Kenneth Duckett 
Executive Director

cc Repiesentative Bill Thomas Via Fax to 4B5-26S2
Co-chair House fisheries Committee
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H JR  6 

L a b e l i n g  o f  F is h  P r o d u c t s  

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

As Alaskans, we all know that Alaskan fish tastes better and is healthier than farmed 
fish. Alaskans have long shown their support of country-of-origin labeling (COOL) and 
labeling of farmed or wild fish. These national labeling standards will help maintain the 
vitality of Alaska’s fishing industry by allowing consumers to make informed choices in 
the marketplace.

Proposed regulations for COOL for fish and shellfish include an exclusion for processed 
food items, which would include canned, smoked, cured, or cooked fish. However, this 
is a common way to bring the product to the market place and much of the fish available 
to Americans has been canned, smoked, cured, pouched, or cooked. While a majority 
of legislators have signed a letter stating concern over this issue, this resolution will be a 
more formal statement of our concern.

House Joint Resolution 6 supports the timely implementation of COOL and opposes the 
exclusion of canned smoked, cured, or cooked fish and shellfish from the requirements.

Stale Capitol *  Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 ■> (907) •I(i5-‘I7()() Fax (907) -IG5-47-I8 
E-mail: Rep.Beth.Ki-i tlula@Iegis.stale.ak us <• http://www.keittula.net
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