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H O U S E  S P E C IA L  C O M M I T T E E  O N  F IS H E R IE S

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
CSHJR 15 (RES)

“Relating to open ocean aquaculture in the federal exclusive economic zone”

O pen O cean  A quaculture ( 0 0 A) is a concept that concerns m any A m ericans w ho zrz involved 
in  the seafood business and w hose com m unities depend  on the econom ic strength o f  the 
com m ercial fish ing industry. This new m ethod o f seafood production has been u id e r  
developm en t fo r a num ber o f  years, and there is pending federal legislation drafted  by  the 
D epartm ent o f  C om m erce that w ould establish a program  allow ing O O A  in federal waters.

In  response to  m any environm ental, econom ic and  social concerns, A laska enacted  legislation in 
1990 that prohib its finfish  farm ing in state waters. T his prohibition has enabled the A laska 
fish ing  industry  to differentiate itself in the global seafood m arket. O ur nam e is associated  with 
natural, healthy  and safe seafood that has inherent quality  because it is not artificially  raised  with 
•antibiotics, artificial co loring  and industrial fish food. A laska’s relative m arket share o f seafood 
has d im in ished  w ith the m assive increases in farm ed fish production, but our products have 
excellen t nam e recogniuon and often occupy high value niches in the m arket. O ur com m itm ent 
to  w ild  fisheries is beginning to pay dividends to our industry and the state, as som e prices that 
d ipped  to severely low levels are show ing strong signs o f recovery.

C SH JR  15 (R ES) recognizes that the Alaska Legisl. ture is com m itted to ensuring the biological 
and  econom ic health o f  our fisheries and the social and econom ic w ell-being o f  our 
com m unities. It states that the Legislature is opposed to O pen Ocean A quaculture in federal 
w aters. Furtherm ore, it requests that the U .S. C ongress require any federal proposal to authorize 
O O A  to undergo a legislative environm ental im pact statem ent and asks C ongress to ban the 
in troduction  o f  genetically  m odified fish into  the w aters o f  the EEZ. It also  asks that the 
R egional F isheries M anagem ent Councils established under the M agnuson-Stevens A ct be 
g ran ted  au thority  over any proposals regarding O O A .

Representative Gabriclle LcDoux@leeib.statc.ak.us 
Representative J?ilLThoroas@legis,state.ak.us
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March 8,2005

Representative B ill Thon w, Co-Chair 
House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Alaska State legislature 
State Capitol (Mail Stop 3100)
Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Thomas,

United Fishermen o f Alaska (UFA) represents thirty-one Alaska commercial fishing 
groups aod hundreds o f individual fishermen, crew members and related businesses. 
UFA supports House Joint Resolution 15 as a clear statement to congress from the State 
o f Alaska regarding the potential environmental and economic threat o f fish forms in 
federal waters.

UFA shares the position in HJR IS, that any management o f any offshore aquaculture be 
under the authority o f the regional fishery management councils. UFA also supports the 
requirement o f a legislative environmental impact statement on an/ federal legislation 
that would allow fish forms in the Exclusive Economic Zone o ff U.£. Waters.

Respectfully,

lark D. Vinac' 
Executive Director
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FISCAL NOTE

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2005 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______
Title Relating to Open Ocean Aquaculture

in the Federal Exclusive Economic
Sponsor
Requester

House Special Committee on Fisheries

Dept Affected:
'RDU ______
Component ______

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

1
CSHJR 15(FSH)
3/10/05

Fish and Game

House Special Committee on Fisheries

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES"

ICHANGE IN~REVENUES ( ) ~T
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do noi abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost: 00
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: /Attach a separate page if necessary)
Passage of this legislation would have no Fiscal impact.

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by. 
Agency

Sarah Gilbertson Phone 465-6137
Legislative Liaison Date/Time 3/8/05 4 54 PM
Acting Commissioner Wayne Regelin Date 3/8/2005
Alaska Department of Fish & Game
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FISCAL NOTE

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2005 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______
Title Relating to open ocean acquaculture in the"

federal exclusive economic zone.
House Special Committee on FisheriesSponsor

Requestor

Dept. Affected:
|BRU __2 
Component:

Fiscal Note Number;

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

CSHJR 15(FSH)
3/10/05

Legislature 
Legislative Council 
Session Expenses

House Special Committee on Fisheries

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

T5T

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 |
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.O
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTA' OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 i

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I 0.01 0.0 | 0.0 j 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 0.0 00 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0 0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

This legislation has zero fiscal impact on the Legislative Affairs Agency

Prepared by: Karla Schofield. Deputy Director_______________________  Phone 465-6626
Division Administrative Services_______________________________ Date/Time 3/7/05 1:34 PM

Approved by: Pamela Varni. Executive Director____________________________  Date 3/7/2005_______
Agency Legislative Affairs Agency___________________________________
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