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HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

SPONSOR STATEMENT
CSHJR 15 (RES)
“Relating to open ocean aquaculture in the federal exclusive economic zone”

Open Ocean Aquaculture (00 A) is a concept that concerns many Americans who zrz involved
in the seafood business and whose communities depend on the economic strength of the
commercial fishing industry. This new method of seafood production has been uider
development for a number of years, and there is pending federal legislation drafted by the
Department of Commerce that would establish a program allowing OOA in federal waters.

In response to many environmental, economic and social concerns, Alaska enacted legislation in
1990 that prohibits finfish farming in state waters. This prohibition has enabled the Alaska
fishing industry to differentiate itself in the global seafood market. Our name is associated with
natural, healthy and safe seafood that has inherent quality because it is not artificially raised with
santibiotics, artificial coloring and industrial fish food. Alaska’s relative market share of seafood
has diminished with the massive increases in farmed fish production, but our products have
excellent name recogniuon and often occupy high value niches in the market. Our commitment
to wild fisheries is beginning to pay dividends to our industry and the state, as some prices that
dipped to severely low levels are showing strong signs of recovery.

CSHIJR 15 (RES) recognizes that the Alaska Legisl. ture is committed to ensuring the biological
and economic health of our fisheries and the social and economic well-being of our
communities. It states that the Legislature is opposed to Open Ocean Aquaculture in federal
waters. Furthermore, it requests that the U.S. Congress require any federal proposal to authorize
OOA to undergo a legislative environmental impact statement and asks Congress to ban the
introduction of genetically modified fish into the waters of the EEZ. It also asks that the
Regional Fisheries Management Councils established under the Magnuson-Stevens Act be
granted authority over any proposals regarding OOA.

Representative Gabriclle LcDoux@leeib.statc.ak.us
RepresentativeJ7ilLThoroas@legis, state.ak.us
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March 8,2005

Representative Bill Thon w, Co-Chair
House Special Committee on Fisheries
Alaska State legislature

State Capitol (Mail Stop 3100)

Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Thomas,

United Fishermen o f Alaska (UFA) represents thirty-one Alaska commercial fishing
groups aod hundreds o findividual fishermen, crew members and related businesses.
UFA supports House Joint Resolution 15as a clear statement to congress from the State
of Alaska regarding the potential environmental and economic threat offish forms in

federal waters.

UFA shares the position in HIR IS, that any management o f any offshore aquaculture be
under the authority o fthe regional fishery management councils. UFA also supports the
requirement o fa legislative environmental impact statementon an/ federal legislation
that would allow fish forms in the Exclusive Economic Zone off U.£. Waters.

Respectfully,

lark D. Vinac'
Executive Director

AMa Can GivHn*Aiccto OvigeraAVOdston » AN T S KIS K ot cae Anniviong Kelt *Awim ProokHIvin AttodiVion
BritM Say Roaww* « ConcaredAim | T Haharre* Ojch‘« Diatnd Rthwimat UnIM*Ch,dm Mom Frk AM Ctwn
|0areoAianteBon-OigondVhFarn-Karel Panlreua WOnnrew* AceortnBn «Kartl* Wesfaral At f MAUIwAMoaaWh
WathFidfc FeAartreMicrtMondAath %mmmmw&nhr MftreareiAquacuawa AreocdVion
QVIHwtorFalreirert' sAaaceMewAMwawBVinal ontPrireaUVBmSound AgrerVi— GIFBAMDE
Puna SAfavreaw Onrer Amoomldio® Sailbod Fioduona CoopmMo* SouhviH AMita SAhm AVOOGD
Souh-* Affca nthawren* Adnoo®afta—tIM a WhMMI OMFUI\/hMAoanaBJr»)Sou na* Adda Sairen A— Qadon
xthwmwiwin Rogiore)Agreaeu»AnodMen»tIn*oeCnshar6QM-OrfViBa>T>>nAVocMen-unaVban - aoAsed<coamred»
vmwk rvppip I/PI'WOpnwri AtOCMMIte treP K n VIUff OrAMMKa MHIWTTICn


http://www.i4a-4ah.org

FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):

Title Relating to Open Ocean Aquaculture
in the Federal Exclusive Economic

Sponsor House Special Committee on Fisheries

Requester House Special Committee on Fisheries

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number: 1

Bill Version: CSHJR 15(FSH)
(H) Publish Date: 3/10/05

Dept Affected: Fish and Game
‘RDU

Component

Component No.

(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES"
ICHANGE IN~REVENUES ( y ~T

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do noi abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost:

FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
(Thousands of Dollars)
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: /Attach a separate page if necessary)

Passage of this legislation would have no Fiscal impact.

Prepared by  Sarah Gilbertson

Division Legislative Liaison
Approved by. Acting Commissioner Wayne Regelin
Agency Alaska Department of Fish & Game

(RoiMi ZBOWB

Phone 465-6137
Date/Time 3/8/05 4 54 PM

Date 3/8/2005
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number;
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHJR 15(FSH)
(H) Publish Date: 3/10/05
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Legislature
Title Relating to open ocean acquaculture in the” |BRU 2 Legislative Council
federal exclusive economic zone. Component: Session Expenses

Sponsor House Special Committee on Fisheries
Requestor House Special Committee on Fisheries Component No. T5T
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 |
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTA' OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0i
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | 0.01 0.0 | 0.0] 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 1
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 0.0 00 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 00
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

This legislation has zero fiscal impact on the Legislative Affairs Agency

Prepared by:  Karla Schofield. Deputy Director Phone 465-6626
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/7/05 1:34PM
Approved by: Pamela Varni. Executive Director Date 3/7/2005
Agency Legislative Affairs Agency
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