


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  K u r t  O l s o n

•  Co-Chair, Community and Regional A ffa irs
•  Member, Resources

Session: lanuarv - May 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: 907-465-2693 
Fax: 907-465-3835

Interim: May - December 
145 Main Street Loop, Ste 221 
Kenai, AK 99611 
Phone: 907-283-2690 
Fax 907-283-2763

Offic ia l Business

T O : S e n a to r T h o m a s  W a g o n e r - C h a i r  

S e n a te  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it t e e

F R O M : R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  K u r t  O ls o n

D A T E : A p r i l  1 0 ,2 0 0 6

R E : H e a r in g  o n  C S H B  3 9 5  ( F IN ) (a m )

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t a h e a r in g  in  th e  S e n a te  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  H B  

3 9 5 , A n  A c t r e la t in g  to  th e  p e r io d  o f th e  f i r e  s e a s o n , a t y o u r  e a r l ie s t 

c o n v e n ie n c e .

A t t a c h e d  p le a s e  f in d  a c o p y  o f th e  b i l l ,  s p o n s o r s ta te m e n t , a n d  z e r o  f is c a l 

n o te . A d d i t i o n a l l y  p le a s e  f in d  le t te r s  o f s u p p o r t a n d  3 m a p s .

I f  y o u  n e e d  a n y  f u r t h e r  in f o r m a t io n , p le a s e  c o n ta c t m y  s t a f f K o n r a d  J a c k s o n  

a t e x t . 2 6 9 3 .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t io n  to  th is  re q u e s t .

Em ail: R epresentative_K urt_O lson@ legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Representative_Kurt_Olson@legis.state.ak.us


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  K u r t  O l s o n

•  Co-Chair, Community and Regional A ffa irs
•  Member, Resources

Session: January - May 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: 907-465-2693 
l ax: 907-465-3835

Interim: May - December 
145 Main Street Loop, Ste 221 
Kenai, AK 99611 
Phone: 907-283-2690 
Fax 907-283-2763

O ffic ia l Business

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

C S H B  395 (F IN )  am  F IR E  S E A S O N  S T A R T  D A T E

The sp ru ce  ba rk  beetle kill on  the Kenai P eninsu la  has created  an en o rm o u s  a m o u n t  of dry  
grass and  d ead  trees suscep tib le  to ligh tn ing  strikes an d  m an  m a d e  fires. The threat g row s 
g rea te r  ever year.

For the past severa l years  the  climate in o u r  area has been  g rad u a lly  w arm in g  earlier in the 
year, leaving w ild  a reas  d ry  an d  increasing the  probabili ty  of a m ajor w ildfire  early  in or 
even  before the s ta r t  of the cu rren t fire season.

The largest un co n ta in ed  fire on the Southern  Kenai Peninsu la  ever recorded , the Tracy 
A ven ue  fire, s ta r ted  p r io r  to M ay 1, 2005, th rea ten ing  res iden ts  a n d  p roperty .  This fire 
m igh t have  been con ta ined  h a d  the eq u ip m en t an d  personnel been availab le the first day.

The th rea t  of early season  fires is a s ta tew ide  issue. These p re -g reen  u p  fires are  a very 
real th rea t in the M at-Su Valley, the A nchorage bow i and  the Fairbanks area. Since m any 
of these fires are  m an  m ade , they  tend to be near  p o p u la ted  areas  th u s  increasing the risk 
to life an d  p ro p e r ty .

M oving the fire season  start  d a te  to April 1 will allow  the sta te  to becom e actively 
involved in fire p rev en tio n  an d  control earlier in the fire season  a n d  hopefu lly  stop the 
p rogress  of a d isas tro u s  p re -su m m er fire.

The bill w as a m e n d e d  to change  the fire season end  d a te  to A u g u s t  31 to allow for a zero 
fiscal no te  an d  to include  an im m edia te  effective date.

1 r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

Em ail: R epresen tahve_K urt_0 lson@ leg is .s ta te .ak ,us



FISCAL NO TE

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2 0 0 6  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________________
Title An Act t-xtending the Period of the Fire Season

Sponsor
Requester

OLSON, Hawker, Seaton
(H) RES

Expenditures/Revenues

Dept Affected:
RDU

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

1
HB 395
2/8/06

Natural Resources
Statewide Fire Suppression Program 

Component Fire Suppression Preparedness

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2705

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 514.5 514.5 514.5 514.5 514.5 514.5
Travel
Contractual 395.6 395.6 4?1.5 431.5 431.5 431.5
Supplies 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0 120
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneo s

TOTAL OPERATING 922.1 922.1 958.0 958.0 958.0 958.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | | I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 1 1 | , 1 |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 922.1 922 1 958.0 958.0 958.0 9580
1 j  GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Oth' bpecify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 922.1 922.1 958.0 958.0 958.0 958.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 0 0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: 

P O S I T I O N S ___________________________________
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate pago if necessary)
Fires are occurring in greater numbers and with a greater risk to life and property earlier in the year than 
they have historically. The Tracy Avenue Fire, which started in April 2005 and threatened the community 
of Homer, was the earliest large, complex fire in the State's history. The Division of Forestry is not 
currently staffed nor equipped to adequately respond to fires that occur this early. This legislation would 
change the start of the designated fire season and, if funded would provide the Division of Forestry with 
the ability to adequately respond to these early fires threatening communities and the ability to regulate 
open burning through issuance ol burn permits.

Prepared by: Chris Maisch, Director__________________________________  Phone (907) 356-5850
Division Forestry______________________________________________ Date/Time 21312k. '‘■6______
Approved by: Michael M enge. Com m issioner_______________________________________ Date 2/3/2006
Agency Natural R esources_____________________________________________

(RoviWJd J/7/200S OMB) P a g e  1 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E  #1

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

This bill provides for a one m jnth earlier fire season. This will require extensions to permanent seasonal 
fire staff and extensions to t elicopter and air tanker contracts.

Personal Services $5'l 4.5
This provides an extension to permanent seasonal firefighters, prevention staff, and fire suDport staff 
which allows for fire res onse and fire prevention during the earlier fire season.

Contractual Services S395.6
This provides for contr set extensions for helicopters and an air tanker to cover the earlier fire season plus 
additional normal op nr ting costs (utilities, lease space, phones, etc.) associated with a longer fire season. 
Higher contractual cusis starting in FY 2009 are based on expected changes in the renegotiations to the 
next 5 year aii tanker rontract.

Supplies $12.0
Routine operating supplies associated with a longer fire season.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O . HB 395_______________
2 0 0 6  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Page 2 of 2



FISCAL  N O TE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________  ________ Dept Affected:_________ Natural Resources
Title An Act Extending the Period of the Fig Season RDU Statewide Fire Suppression
______________________________________________________Component Fire Suppression Program
Sponsor Olson____________________________________ _____________________________________
Requester HFC_____________________________________ Component No. 2705

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: 2_________________
2 0 0 b  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version: CL-HB 395(FIN)

(H) Publish Date: 3/6/20- ______

Expenditures/Revenues_______________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwiso no'.ed below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I I I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I I I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposnt: I

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

Prepared by: House Finance Committee_________  Phone 465-4945/465-3779

Rep. Mike Chenault, Co-Chair______

Rep. Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair_________  Date 3/2/2006

P a g e  1 of 1



F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M a y o r

809 Pioneer Road P.O. Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99 /07 -1 2 6 7  907/459-1300
Fax 907/459-1102 

Email mayor@co.fairbanks.ak.us

F e b ru a ry  12, 2 0 0 6

Via Facsimile 907-465-2833 Via Facsimile 907-465-3476

C o -C h a ir  M ike C h e n a u lt 
S ta te  C ap ito l 
J u n e a u ,  A la sk a

& C o -C h a ir K evin M eyer 
S ta te  C ap ito l 
J u n e a u , A la sk a

Subject: Letter In Support of HB 395: Fire Season Start Date

D e a r  M e s s rs . C o -C h a irm a n  C h e n a u lt & M eyer:

I a m  w riting to d a y  in su p p o r t of HB 3 9 5 : F ire  S e a s o n  S ta r t  D ate .

R e c e n t  fire s e a s o n s  in In terio r A lask a  h a v e  m a d e  no  sm a ll s e c r e t  of th e  d a n g e r s  f a c e d  w ithin  
th e  F a irb a n k s  N orth S ta r  B o ro u g h . M ost m e m o ra b le  to  u s  all sh o u ld  b e  th e  2 0 0 4  B o u n d a ry  
F ire .

C h a n g in g  th e  s ta r t  of fire s e a s o n  from  M ay 1 st to  April 1 s t is bo th  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  a p p ro p r ia te . 
T h e  F a irb a n k s  N orth S ta r  B o ro u g h 's  typ ical fire d a n g e r  b e g in s  in e a rly  to  m id M ay. H o w e v e r , 
su p p lie s , c re w s , a n d  o th e r  r e s o u rc e s  m a y  n o t y e t b e  in p la c e  to  re a c t  to  o u r n e e d s  w ith o u t th is  
leg is la tio n . A llow ing o u r c o m m is s io n e r  to  s c r e e n  c re w s  a n d  o rd e r  s u p p lie s  will p r e p a r e  a  
n e c e s s a r y  p o o l of r e s o u rc e s  for o u r a r e a  to  d raw  u p o n  a t  a  critical ju n c tu re  sa v in g  v a lu a b le  tim e  
a n d  r e s o u r c e s  d u ring  a n  inc iden t.

T h e  fisca l n o te  a t ta c h e d  to  th is  leg isla tion  is m inim al, a n d  a p p e a r s  u n a b le  to  in c o rp o ra te  th e  
s a v in g s  th a t will u n d o u b te d ly  o c c u r  d u e  to  e x p e d i t e  r e s p o n s e  to  in c id e n c e . I a n t ic ip a te  th a t 
a d o p tio n  of th is  leg isla tion  w ould  a ls o  p ro d u c e  a  s a v in g s  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t a s  f ire s  a r e  
c o n ta in e d  b e fo re  requiring  ad d itio n a l c re w s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t, a n d  a  re d u c tio n  in c a m p a ig n  f ire s  is 
re a liz e d .

P le a s e  s u p p o r t th is leg isla tion  with a re c o m m e n d a tio n  of D o P a s s .

Thank

J im  W hitaker, M ayor

c c . R e p re s e n ta tiv e  R ich a rd  F o s te r R e p re s e n ta tiv e  M ike H aw k ei 
R e p re s e n ta tiv e  M ike Kelly 
R e p re s e n ta tiv e  B eth  K erttu la  
R e p re s e n ta tiv e  C arl M o s e s

R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Jim  H olm  
R e p re s e n ta tiv e  B ru ce  W e y h ra u c h  
R e p re s e n ta tiv e  R e g g ie  Jo u le

JW :jy /c sm

mailto:mayor@co.fairbanks.ak.us


FEB- 17-2006 FRI 01:57 PH KENAI LIO FAX NO. 907 283 3075 P. 02

7KB. 17.2P0I 13:31 907 242 2§12 NUTS SoldotJU *0806 P.002 /002

Memorandum
To: Representative Kurt Olson
From: Dennis Ste
Date: . 17 February 2006
Subject: Bringing forward die fire date

Kurt, I strongly support bringing the date o f the fire season 
forward as described in the Clarion recently. My property 
was totally burned o ff in the Gas Well Fire in the early spring 
o f 1969 and is ju t  now beginning to lose the aspects o f a 
desert I have property on the east side o f Kachemak Bay 
and am suitably terrified that the Kachemak Bay State Park’s 
standing and beetle kill adjoining my property will go 
someday and take us along with it
I believe this bill is a good and necessary response to the 
changing conditions o f our spring weather.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  K u r t  O l s o n

• Co-Chair, Community and Regional Affairs
• Member, Resources

Session: lanuarv - May 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: 907-465-2693 
Pax: 907-465-3835

Interim: May - December 
145 Main Street Loop, Ste 221 
Kenai, AK 99611 
Phone: 907-283-2690 
Pax 907-283-2763

Official Business

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

C S H B  395 (F IN ) am  FIRE S E A S O N  S T A R T  D A T E

The spruce bark beetle k il l on the Kenai Peninsula has created an enorm ous am oun t o f d ry 
grass and dead trees susceptib le to lig h tn in g strikes and man made fires. The th rea t g row s 
g rea te r ever year.

For the pas several years the c lim a te in ou r area has been g ra d u a lly w a rm in g ea rlie r in the 
year, leav ing w ild  areas d ry and increas ing the p ro b a b ility o f a m a jo r w d d fire  ea rlv in o r 
even before the sta rt o f the cu rren t fire season.

The largest uncon ta ined fire on the Southern Kenai Peninsula ever recorded , the Tracy 
A venue fire , sta rted p r io r to M a y 1, 2005, th rea ten ing res iden ts and p ro p e rty . Th is fire 
m igh t have been conta ined had the equ ipm en t and personne l been ava ilab le the firs t day.

The th rea t o f ea rly season fires is a sta tew ide issue. These pre -g reen up fires are a ve ry 
real th rea t in the Mat-Su Va lle y , the Anchorage Ix A and the Fa irbanks area. Since many 
o f these fires are man made, they tend to be near popu la ted areas thus increas ing the risk 
to life  and p ro p e rty .

M o v in g the fire season start date to A p ii 1 w il l a llo w  the state to become active ly 
in vo lve d in fire p re ven tio n and con tro l earlie r in the fire season and hope fu llv stop the 
progress o f a d isasb ju s  p re -summ er fire .

The b il l was amended to change the fire season end date to A ug u s t 31 to a llow  fo r a zero 
fiscal note and to inc lude an im m ed ia te effective date.

1 r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  h i l l .

P.rrwil; Representative Kuil.Olson®legis.state.ak.Ufi
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY T 'lE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered: 3/6/06 
Referred: Rules

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES OLSON, Hawker, Seaton, Dahlstrom, LcOoux, Gruenberg, Foster,
Kcrttula, Guttenberg, Lynn

A B IL L 

FOR AN ACT ENT ITLED 

I "A n Act re lating to the period o f the fire season; and provid ing fo r an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEG IS LATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA :

3 * Section 1. AS 41.15.050 is amended to read:

4 Sec. 41.15.050. Fire season. The period from A p ril [M AY ] 1 to August 31

5 [SEPTEMBER 30], inclusive, o f each year is dcsig atcd the fire season. The

6 commissioner may designate other periods as fire season. The commissioner may 

proclaim an additional period for all or any portion o f the stale when weather or other

8 conditions require action for the protection o f forested land. The commissioner may

9 also, during the fire season, prohibit, or allow only by permit, the setting o f fires,

10 smoking, entry, or other use on the land, when, in the judgment o f the commissioner,

11 the activities would unduly increase the fire danger.

12 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 0110.070(c).

24-LS1550\Y

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O . 3 9 5 (F IN )

H B 0395b -1- l SH B  395(FIN )
New Text Underlined /DELETED TEXT BRACKETED/



FISCAL NOTE

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
20 06  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Dale/Time (Note if correction):____________
Title An Act Extending the Period of the Fire

Dept. Affected:
'RDU

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

1
HB 395
2/8/06

Natural Resources

Sponsor
Requester

OLSON, Hawker, Seaton

Season RDU Statewide Fire Suppression Program
Component Fire Suppression Preparedness

(H) RES

Expendilurus/Revenues_________  _________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation un 'ss otherwise noted below.

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

270r’

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 514 F 5145 514.5 514.5 514.5 514.5
Travel
Contractual 395.6 395.6 431.5 431.5 431.5 431.5
Supplies 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 922.1 922.1 958.0 958.0 958.0 958.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I i ! I !

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 922 1 922.1 958.0 958.0 958.0 958.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbieviate)

TOTAL 922.1 922.1 958.0 958.0 958.0 958.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 00
Check this box (X) If funding for this bill Is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)
Fires are occurring in greater numbers and with a greater risk lo life and property earlier in the year than 
they have historically. The Tracy Avenue Fire, whicn started in Aoril 2005 and threatened the community 
ol Homer, was the earliest large, complex fire in the Slate's history. The Division of Forestry is not 
currently staffed nor equipped to adequately respond to fires that occur this early. This legislation would 
change the start of the designated fire season and, if funded, would provide the D; vision of Forestry with 
the ability to adequately respond to these early fires threatening communities and the ability to regulate 
open burning through issuance of burn permits.

Prepared by: 
Division 
Approved by 
Agency

Chris Maisch, Director
Forestry

Phone (907) 356-5850 
Date/Time 2/3/2006

Michael Menge, Commissinner Date 2/3/2006
Natural Resources

(Ro.»efl9W2W5 ombi P a g e  1 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E  #1

ANA LYSIS CONTINUATION

This bill provides for a one month earlier fire season. This will require extensions lo permanent seasonal 
fire staff and extensions to helicopter and air tanker contracts.

Personal Services $514.5
This provides an extension to permanent seasonal firefighters, prevention staff, and fire support staff 
which allows for fire response and fire prevention during the earlier fire season.

Contractual Services $395.6
This provides for contract extensions for helicopters and an air tanker to cover the earlier fire season plus 
additional normal operating costs (utilities, lease space, phones, etc.) associated with a longer fire season. 
Higher contractual costs starting in FY 2009 are based on expected changes in the renegotiations to the 
next 5 year air tanker contract.

Supplies S12.0
Routine operating supplies associated with a longer fire season.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . HB 395_______________
2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N
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FISCAL NOTE

2_________________
CSHB 395(FIN)
3/6/2006

 Natural Resources
Title An Act Extending the Period of the Fire Season RDU Statewide Fire Suppression
 _______________________________________ Component Fire Suppression Program
Sponsor Olson__________________________________  _________________________
Requester HFC___________________________________ Component No. 2705

Expenditures/Revenues______________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note. Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | | | | | |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-D o not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost:
Check this box (X) If funding for this bill Is IncluJec

POSITIONS

0.0
trnor's FY 2007 budget pin the Gove roposal: 1

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page it necessary)

Prepared by: House Finance Committee_________ Phone 465-4945/465-3779

Rep. Kevin Moyer. Co-Chair_______  Date 3/2/2006________

Rep. Mike Chenault, Co-Chair

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected:

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal i ote N um ber
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:
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F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  O ff ic e  o f  th e  M a y o r

R09 Pioneer Road P O. Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459-1300
Fax 907/459-1102 

Email mayor@co.fairbanks.dk.us

F eb ru a ry  12, 2 0 0 6

Via Facsimile 907-465*2833 Via Facsimile 907-465-3476

C o-C hair M ike C h e n a u lt & C o-C hair Kevin M eyer
S ta te  C apito l S ta te  C apitol
J u n e a u , A lask a  Ju n e a u , A laska

Subject: Letter In Support of HB 395: Fire Season Start Date

D e a r M e ssrs . C o -C h airm an  C henault & Meyer:

I am  writing to d a y  in su p p o rt of HB 395: Fire S e a so n  S ta rt D ate.

R e c e n t fire s e a s o n s  In Interior A laska h av e  m ad e  no sn . ill s e c re t of th e  d a n g e rs  faced  within 
th e  F a irb an k s  N orth S ta r B orough. M ost m em orab le  to  u s all shou ld  b e  th e  2004  B oundary  
Fire.

C h an g in g  th e  s ta rt of fire se a s o n  from M ay 1st to April 1st is both n e c e s s a ry  a n d  ap p ro p ria te . 
T he  F a irb a n k s  North S ta r B orough 's typical fire d a n g e r b eg in s  in early  to mid May. H ow ever, 
su p p lie s , c re w s , a n d  o th e r re so u rc e s  m ay  not ye t b e  in p lace  to reac t to  our n e e d s  w ithout th is 
leg islation . Allowing our com m issio ner to sc re e n  c rew s an d  o rd e r su p p lies  will p re p a re  a 
n e c e s sa ry  poo l of re s o u rc e s  for our a re a  to draw  upon a t a  critical ju n c tu re  sav ing  valuab le  tim e 
a n d  re s o u rc e s  during an  incident.

T h e  fiscal n o te  a tta c h e d  to  this legislation is minimal, an d  a p p e a r s  u n ab le  to inco rpo ra te  th e  
sa v in g s  tha t will u n d oub ted ly  occu r d u e  to  exped ited  re s p o n se  to inc idence . I an tic ipa te  th a t 
adop tion  of th is leg islation  would a lso  p rodu ce  a  sav in g s to  th e  d e p a rtm e n t a s  fires a re  
co n ta in ed  b e fo re  requiring additional c rew s an d  equ ipm en t, an d  a  reduction  in c a m p a ig n  fires is 
rea lized .

P le a s e  su p p o rt this leg islation  with a recom m en datio n  of Do P a s s .

T hank  you
_ , >

Jim  W hitaker, M ayor

cc: R e p re se n ta tiv e  R ichard  F o ste r R e p re se n ta tiv e  Mike H aw ker
R e p re se n ta tiv e  Jim  Holm R e p re se n ta tiv e  Mike Kelly
R e p re se n ta tiv e  B ruce W eyhrauch  R e p re se n ta tiv e  B eth K erttula
R e p re se n ta tiv e  R egg ie  Jou le  R e p re se n ta tiv e  Carl M o ses

JW :jy /csm
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Memorandum
To: Representative Kurt Olson
From: Dennis Ste
Date: . 17 February 2006
Subject: Bringing forward the fire date

Kurt, I strongly support bringing the date of the fire season 
forward as described in the Clarion recently. My property 
was totally burned o ff in the Gas Well Fire in the early spring 
o f 1969 and is just now beginning to lose the aspects of a 
desert I have property on the east side of Kachemak Bay 
and am suitably Unified that the Kachemak Bay State Park's 
standing and beetle kill adjoining my property will go 
someday and take us along with it
I believe this bill is a good and necessary response to the 
changing conditions of our spring weather.


