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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t o r  H o i . u s  F r e n c h

SB 118 -  O utlawing Online E nticement of M inors 

Sponsor Statement

SB 118 will m ake online en ticem ent o f  m inors a felony under A laska law. Along 
with SB 119, the m easure will help protect A laska’s children from  sexual predators 
and provide a “safety  net” fo r them  as they navigate the Internet.

A laska has the d istinction  o f  being the m ost “w ired” state because it has the 
highest num ber o f  com puters and Internet connections per capita in the US. 
R egrettably, A laska also ranks am ong the highest in its rate o f sexual abuse o f 
children, and unfortunately  m any o f  these cases begin through contacts m ade via 
Internet chat room s.

O nline victim ization, w hich includes sexual en ticem ent/so licitation , unw anted 
exposure to sexual m aterial, and harassm ent, is one o f  the w orst byproducts o f the 
age o f  the Internet. R esearch by the U niversity o f  N ew  H am pshire found that one 
in five children betw een the ages o f  10 and 17 received a sexual so licitation over 
the Internet in the last year. O ne in thirty-three received an aggressive solicitation - 
a so licito r w ho asked to m eet them  som ew here; called them  on the telephone; or 
sent them  regular m ail, m oney, or gifts.

W hile current statutes can be stretched to allow  prosecution o f online solicitation, 
the better approach is to recognize that this new form  o f  crim inality  requires a new 
statute. Please jo in  me in supporting SB 118 and taking ano ther step in m aking 
A laska a safer p lace for children.

M a rc h  3. 2005

January-May: Stale Capitol • Juneau, Alaska 99801 • (907) 465-3892 • I (866) 465-3892 • Fax: (907) 465-6595
June-December:-716 West 4th Avenue • Anchorage. Alaska 99501 • (907) 269-0234 • Fax: (907) 269-0238

Senator_Hollis_French@legis.state.ak.us
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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE SENATE 
TO: SB 118

B Y  S E N A T O R  F R E N C H

1 Page 1, following line 12:

2 Insert a new subsection to read:
3 "(c) In a prosecution under this section, it is not necessary for the prosecution
4 to show that the act described in AS 11.41 ̂ 55(a)( 1) - (7) was actually committed."
5

6 Reletter the following subsections accordingly.

7
8 Page 1, line 13:

9 Delete "(d)"

10 Insert "(e)"

L -1-



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number ______________
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:  SB 118

0 Publish Date: _____________

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): _______ Dept Affected_______ Corrections
Title__________ "An act relating to online enticement of minors." RDU Institutional Facilities
_____________________________________________________________ Component Institution Director's Office
Sponsor Senators: French,Kookesh.Bunde,Dyson,Elton .. _________________
R equester Judiciary. Finance______________________________Component No 524

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Travel 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0
Land & Structures 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE______________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do no! abbreviate)

0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 GO 0 0
0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0
0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0
0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any cu rren t year (FY2005) cost: 0.0
Mark th is box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the  G overnor's FY 2006 bud get proposal: I I

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Due to the very small number of potential criminal cases, the Department of Corrections does not 
anticipate a significant fiscal impact with the passage of this legislation.

Prepared by. Sharleen Griffin. Acting Director______________________________ Phone 465-4641
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/10/05 6:59 AM
Approved by: Portia C.K Parker. Deputy Commissioner___________________  Date 3/10/2005
Agency Department of Corrections________________________________

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 118

() Publish Date: _______

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number ______

R evision  D ate/T im e (N ote if correction):_____________________ Dept. Affected___________ Administration
Title An Act relating to online________________________ RDU Legal and Advocacy Services

enticement of ninors. Component Public Defender Agency
Sponsor Senators French. Kookesh______________________ ___________________________
R equester Senate judiciary_______________________________ Component No. 1631

E x p e n d it  ire s/Re v en u es________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.______________________
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | | I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I I I I I
FUND SOURCE______________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate  of any curren t year (FY2005) cost: 0 0
Mark th is  box (X) if funding for th is  bill is included in the G overnor's FY 2006 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe it necessary)
This bill should have minimal fiscal impact on the operations of the Public Defender Agency. The Agency does not 
expect to handle a significant number of these  new offenses.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved bv: 
Agency

Linda K. Wilson, Deputy Director
Public Defender Agency

Phone (907)334-4416 
Date/Time 3/8/05 2:05 PM

Michael Tibbies, Deputy Commissioner Date 3/8/2005
Department of Administration

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2005 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Online Enticement of Minor

Dept. Affected.
> h U
Component

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

B 118

Alaska Court System
T'ial Courts

Sponsor
R equester

Senator French

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s
Mote: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

768

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Sen/ices
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 1

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollar:)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Speaiy Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any curren t year (FY2005) cost: 0.0
Mark th is box (X; if funding for th is bill is included in the G overnor's FY 2006 bud get proposal: I
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N A  L Y S IS : (A tach a separate pag e if necessary)
The court system does not anticipate any fiscal impact from the passage of SB 118.

Prepared by: Douglas Wooliver, Administrat. e Attorney
Division Alaska Court System____________________

Phone 463-4750
Date/Time 3/7/05 11:08 AM

Approved by: Doug Wooliver for Stephanie Cole, Administrative Director 
Agency Alaska Court System___________________________________

Date 3/7/2005

(Revised 9/2002 OMB) Page 1 of 1__



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_________
T it le  "An Act re lating to online enticement o f m inors "

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
RDU

SB 118-DPS-AST-3-9-05

. ’’ublic Safety
Alaska State Troopers 

Component AST Detachments
Sponsor
Requester

Senator French

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e *

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2325

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES □
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( I
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any curren t year (FY20Q5) cost: 0.0
Mark th is box fX) if funding for th is bill is included in the G overnor's FY 2006 bud get proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill adds a new section that will prohibit a person (18 years or older) from knowingly using a computer 
to communicate with another person to entice, solicit or encourage sexual conduct described in AS 
11.41.455, unlawful exploitation of a minor. The bill specifies that the other person is a child under 16 
years of age. hut allows for a prosecution of a person who believes the other person is a child under 16 
years of age when they are not actually a child under 16 years of age. The bill specifies that a violation 
under this new section is a class C Felony unless the person committing the offense is at the time a person 
required to be a registered sex offender or child kidnapper, a violation would then be a class B Felony.

Passage of this bill will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Public Safety

Prepared by: Lieutenant Todd Sharp______________________________________  Phone 907-465-3223
Division Alaska State Troopers_________________________________________DatefTime 3/9/05 3:47 PM
Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske______________   Date 3/9/2005_____
Agency Department of Public Safety_______________________________

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
2 005  LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 118-LAW-CDCO-3-9-

() Publish Date: _______________________

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: __________________

R evision D ate /Tim e (N ote if correction):_____________________ Dept Affected.___________LAW
Title "An Act relating to online enticement of minors." RUU CRIMINAL_______
_____________________________________________________________ Component CDCO___________
Sponsor Senator French________________________________  _________________
Requester Senate Judiciary_______________________________ Component No_______________

Expenditures/Revenues________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipme
Land & Si jctures 

rants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE'NREVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
'0 0 5  GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify l ype-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate of any curren t year (FY2005) cost: 0 0
Mark th is box (X) if funding for th is bill is included in the  G overnor's FY 2006 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill amends AS 11.41 by adding a new section makes it a clans C Felony for a person 18 years of age 
or older to use a computer to communicate with another person to entice, solicit, or encourage the person 
to engage in acts described as unlawful exploitation of a minor as spelled out in AS 11 41.455(a)(1) - (7). 
The bill defines a minor as a person under 16 ycars or age, or whom the perpe' ator believed was under 
16 years of age; at the time. The bill raises the offense to a class B felony if the defendant was. at the time 
of the offense, required to register as a sex offender or child kidnapper.

The Department of Law does not anticipate many cases will be prosecuted as a result of passage of this 
legislation and estimate no fiscal impact as a result.

Prepared by: Kathryn Daughhetee, Director____________________________________ Phone 465-3673
Division Administrative Services Division Date/Time 3/9/05 4:42 PM
Approved by: K. Daughhetee , ar Scott Nordstrand, Acting Attorney General Date 3/9/2005
Agency Department of Law__________________________________

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1
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What is Online Enticement of Children for Sexual Acts
Online enticement, the use of the internet to entice, invite, or 
persuade a child to meet for sexual acts or to help arrange such a 
meeting, is a serious offense.1

The Internet is exciting new territory for many young people; 
however, stories from law-enforcement officials, caregivers, and 
young people themselves suggest that not every online adventure is 
a happy one. The Internet has a seamier side that young people 
seem to be encountering with greater frequency.2

There are risks for children who use the Internet or online services. 
Teenagers are particularly at risk because they often use the 
computer unsupervised and are more likely than younger children to 
participate in online discussions regarding companionship, 
relationships, or sexual activity. A child might provide information or 
arrange an encounter that could risk his or her safety or the safety 
of other family members.

Predators have used E-mail, instant messages, bulletin boards, and 
chat areas to gain a child's confidence and then arrange a face-to- 
face meeting. This sometimes leads to the child traveling to meet 
the person he or she is chatting with or the person traveling to meet 
the child. Sometimes the other party is an adult whose intent is to 
have sex with the child.3

Based on a study of 1,501 teens and preteens, approximately one in 
five received a sexual solicitation or approach over the Internet in 
1999. Less than 10 percent of these sexual solicitations were 
reported to authorities such as a law-enforcement agency, an 
Internet service provider, or a hotline. Most families do not know 
where to report Internet offenses.4

W h a t  is  B e in g  D o n e  A b o u t  t h is  P r o b le m ?

Law-enforcement officials are tracking down an ever-increasing 
number of "predators" on the Internet. There is now more 
specialized training available to law-enforcement regarding this 
issue.5 State and local task forces are forming at ever-increasing 
numbers to combat Internet-related child exploitation. Through 
funding from the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 39 Internet Crimes Against 
Children task force units have been set up nationwide and currently 
focus on child sexual exploitation online. One of the most important 
tools for law-enforcement personnel and families was the 
development of NCMEC's CyberTipline. This online reporting 
mechanism has initiated numerous investigations and arrests of 
child predators.

W h a t  C a n  B e  D o n e  to  P r e v e n t  T h i s  F r o m  H a p p e n in g ?

hup://w w vv.m issingkids.com /m issingkids/servIct/PageServlet?LanguageC ountry=en_U S& PageId=1503 3/2/2005



Online Enticem ent - W hat it is Page 2 o f 2

The responsibility of preventing and resolving Internet crimes 
against children is not merely a federal or local issue. Technology 
has demonstrated it to be a global responsibility, because it can be 
a borderless crime. By informing communities about the many 
existing resources available and having caregivers taking a more 
active role, we can make the journey through cyberspace safer for 
children.

*1 8  U .S .C . 2 42 5 .
2D av ld  F in ke lh o r, K im b e r ly  l ,  M itche ll, and  Jams W o la k . O nline V ictim iza tion: A R ep o rt to  th e  
N a tio n 's  Y ou th . A le xa nd ri Irg ln ia : N a tio na l C e n te r fo r  M iss ing  & E xp lo ite d  C h ild re n , 2 000 , page 
v ll i [h e re in a fte r  O nline V ictim ization],
3Law rence  J. M ag ld . Child S a fe ty  on th e  In fo rm a tio n  H ighw ay. A le xa nd ria , V irg in ia : N a tiona l 
C e n te r fo r M iss ing  & E xp lo ite d  C h ild re n , 1998 , page  3 -4 .
4O nline V ic tim iza tio n , supra  no te  1, page  ix.
5W „  page 35 .

Back to Online Enticement

C o n ta c t  U s ^ P r iv a c y  P o lic y  -  S ite  S e a rc h

Copyright ©  200 5  National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. All rights reserved .
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Online Victimization:
A Report on the Nation’s Youth

b y  t h e  C r i m e s  A g a in s t  C h il d r e n  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r

D avid  F in k e l h o r  
K im b e r l y  J .  M i t c h e l l  

J a n is  W o l a k

June 2000

F u n d e d  b y  th e  U.S. C o n g r e s s  Th r o u g h  a  G r a n t  to  t h e  
N a tio n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  M is s in g  &  E x p l o it e d  C h il d r e n

C o p y r ig h t  © 2 0 0 0  N a tio n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  M is s in g  &  E x p l o it e d  C h il d r e n . A l l  r ig h t s  r e s e r v e d .

T h e  N a t io n a l C e n te r  fo r  M is s in g  &  E x p lo ite d  C h ild re n  is  th e  n a t io n a l c le a r in g h o u s e  a n d  re s o u rc e  c e n te r  fu n d e d  u n d e r 
C o o p e ra t iv e  A g re e m e n t # 9 8 -M C -C X -K 0 0 2  fro m  th e  O ff ic e  o f J u v e n ile  J u s t ic e  a n d  D e lin q u e n c y  P re v e n tio n , U .S . D e ­
p a r tm e n t o f  J u s t ic e . P o in ts  o f  v ie w  o r  o p in io n s  in  th is  re p o r t a re  th o s e  o f th e  a u th o rs  a nd  N C M E C  a nd  do  n o t 
n e c e s s a r i ly  re p re s e n t  th e  o f f ic ia l p o s it io n  o r  p o lic ie s  o f  th e  U .S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  J u s t ic e . N a t io n a l C e n te r  fo r  M is s in g  & 
E x p lo ite d  C h ild re n *  is  a re g is te re d  s e n / ic e  m a rk  o f  th e  N a tio n a l C e n te r  fo r  M is s in g  &  E x p lo ite d  C h ild re n .



Report Statistical Highlights
Based on interviews w th a nationally representative sample of 1,501 youth ages 10 to 17 who use the 
Internet regularly

Approximately on: in five received a sexual solicitation or approach over the Internet in the last year.

• One in thirty-three received an aggressive sexual solicitation —  a solicitor who asked to meet them 
somewhere; call* d them on the telephone; sent them regular mail, money, or

• One in four had an unwanted exposure to pictures of naked people or people having sex in the lasf 
year.

• One in seventeen was threatened or harassed.

Approximately one quarter of young people who reported these incidents were distressed by them.

• Less tiian 1 0% of sexual solicitations and only 3% of unwanted exposure episodes were reported to 
authorities such as a law-enforcement agency, an Internet service provider, or a hotline.

• About one quarte- of the youth who encountered a sexual solicitation or approach told a parent. 
Almos’ +0% of those reporting an unwanted exposure to sexual material told a parent.

• Only T 'o of youu. and approximately 10% of parents could name a specific authority (such as the 
FBI, L/DerTipline, or an Internet service provider) to which they could make a report, although more 
said the> had “heard of’ such places.

In hoi eholds with home Internet access, one Jiird of parents said they had filtering or blocking 
software on their computer at the time they were interviewed.

The sur/ey suggests that youth encounter a substantial quantity of offensive episodes, some of 
which are distressing and most of which are unreported. A comprehensive strategy to respond to the 
problem would aim to reduce the quantity of offensive behavior, better shield young people from its likely 
occurrence, increase the level of reporting, and provide more help to youth and famihAs to protect them 
from any consequences.

ix - O n l i n e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n :  A  R e p  0 ft T o n t h e  N a t i o n ’s Y o u t h



•  - What is Online Victimization?

People can be victimized online in many ways in the Youth Internet Safety Sun/ey we 
asked about three kinds of victimization that have been prominent in discussions of youth 
and the Internet—sexual solicitation and approaches, unwanted exposure to sexual mate­
rial, and harassment.

Sexual solicitations and approaches: Requests to engage in sexual activities or sexual 
talk or give personal sexual information that wore unwanted or, whether wanted or not, 
made by an adult.

Aggressive sexual solicitation: Sexual solicitations involving offline contact with the 
perpetrator through regular mail, by telephone, or in person or attempts 01 requests for 
offline contact.

Unwanted exposure to sexual material: Without seeking or expecting sexual material, 
being exposed to pictures of naked people or people having sex when doing online searches, 
surfing the web, opening E-mail or E-mail links.

Harassment: Threats or other offensive behavior (not sexual solicitation), sent online to the 
youth or posted online about the youth for others to see.

Not all such incidents were distressing to the youth who experienced them. Distressing 
incidents were episodes where youth rated themselves as very or extremely upset or 
afraid as a result of the incident.

x * O n l i n e  V i c t i m i z a t i o n : A ' R e p o r t  o n  t h e  N a t i o n ’s Y o u t h



• A telephone sun/ey of a representative national sample of 1,501 young people, ages 10 
through 17, who use the Internet regularly

• "Regular Internet use" was defined as using the Internet at least once a month for the 
past six months at home, school, a library, or some other place

Parents or guardians were interviewed first for about 10 minutes

• With parental consent, young people were interviewed for about 15 to 30 minutes

• Care was taken to preserve privacy and confidentiality during the youth interview

• Youth participants received $10 checks and information about Internet safety

• The interviews took place between August 1999 and February 2000

• Topics covered in the interviews included
o Experiences of sexual solicitation, unwanted exposure to sexual material, and ha­

rassment via the Internet and reactions to those experiences 
o The nature of friendships formed over the Internet
o Knowledge of Internet safety practices among young Internet users and their par­

ents or guardians
o Assessment of factors that might make some young people more vulnerable than 

others to sexual solicitation, unwanted exposure to sexual material, and harass­
ment via the Internet

• Youth survey participar's were 
o 53% males, 47% females
o 73% non-Hispanic white, 10% African-American, 3% American Indian or Alaskan 

native, 3% Asian. 2% Hispanic white, 7% other, 2% did not answer

What is the Youth Internet Safety Survey?
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Teens recall messages from screen name linked to educator
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T h e  V ir g in ia n -P ilo t  
J u ly  10, 2 0 0 4

PORTSMOUTH —  Three teenagers said they conversed online and received 
harassing messages from an Internet screen name linked to a local educator who is 
accused of using a computer to solicit sex from a child.

The teens said they never met the person behind the screen name HOTLILFLGURL, 
but they were disturbed to learn that investigators think it was used by a 30-year-old 
man.

Kelly K. Bowen was arrested last month after authorities searching his home found 
pornographic electronic images of children -  including at least one of him 
performing a sex act on a child, prosecutors said.

Bowen, a former elementary teacher who has worked for about 10 years in the city’s 
school division, is being held without bond. His house was searched after an 
undercover officer conversed about sex in an Internet chat room with a person who 
claimed to be a woman, according to court records. The w om an's screen name in that 
conversation was "HOTLILFLGURL,” a name registered to Bowen, records show.
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The three Portsmouth teenagers said they and some friends received instant messages 
from that name starting in the spring. They also said that Bowen was never their 
teacher and that they had never met him. B owen's attorney, Stan Clark, declined to 
comment Friday.

According to the teens, HOTLILFLGURL said her name was Jessica and that she 
was 15. Sometimes the messages sounded like they were from a teenage girl. For 
instance, she mentioned that she was bored or was going somewhere with her 
mother. Other times. HOTLILFLGURL talked about sex acts, cursed and pestered 
the teenagers to meet her in person. The messager e-mailcd one boy a picture o f  a 
long-haired, brown-eyed girl wearing white "All American Girl" pajamas.

But the mcssagcr's identity was a mystery until last month, when authorities 
announced 10 Internet screen names that they thought Bowen had used.

Investigators also said that for years, Bowen had used the Internet to meet children, 
posing as young girls who wanted to talk to boys.

“1 was freaked out." said one 14-year-old boy. who said he conversed online scvcrul 
times with HOTLILFLGURL. "That's scary, like I saw a ghost or something."

Interviews with the boy and two other teenagers, along with their parents, show some 
o f  the risks posed by the anonymity o f  the Internet and its extensive use by children.

The Virginian-Pilot is withholding the names o f  the teenagers and their parents 
because the minors may be victims or witnesses in a sex-crime case.

Two said they have reported their experiences to authorities. A member o f  state 
Attorney General Jerry W. Kilgore’s office confirmed that one o f  the families had 
contacted the office. Whether the other student made a report to authorities could not 
be verified.

The three students, who arc rising ninth-graders, know one another. They said they 
and other friends communicate by computer more often than by phone.

The teenagers subscribe to an Internet provider, which allows them to send e-mail, 
and they use a service to converse electronically with one person at a time by “instant 
messaging." They talk to dozens o f  people online but say they know most o f  them in 
person.

Their parents said they supervise their children s computer use in varying degrees, 
and the teens said they did not learn Internet safety tips at school,

The Portsmouth school division does not have any policy to teach students about the 
dangers o f  the Internet, but individual schools may, according to Superintendent 
David C. Stuckwisch. The 14-year-old boy has had a computer in his room for a few 
months.

He said that in March he received his first message irom HOTLILFLGURL, asking 
him his age, gender and where he lived. The individual claimed to have recently 
moved to Portsmouth and listed names o f  other teenagers, asking if  he knew them.

At first, the 14-year-old received instant messages from HOTLILFLGUkI every few 
weeks, but then the messages grew more frequent, he said.

HOTLILFLGURL told the 14-year-old that a boy he knew was gay and asked him
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for the street address o f  another boy. The messagcr claimed to have a naked picture 
o f one o f  his friends and asked for a picture o f him. he said.

The 14-year-old said that the individual asked to meet him and asked him to perform 
a sex act. When the teen refused, the messagcr called him a homosexual, he said.

*‘I thought it was annoying.” the 14-ycar-old said. "I thought it was just some girl .”

He blocked messages from HOTLILFLGURL temporarily but then removed the 
block because he thought that was mean.

He did not tell his parents, and he said he wus still receiving messages from 
HOTLILFLGURL last month.

While cleaning the teen’s room one day. the boy's mother saw the screen name on 
the computer and remembered it. Later, she recognized it on the news and talked to 
her son, who gradually told her about his interaction with HOTLILFLGURL.

“I was just hoping he didn't go and meet him." said the b oy’s mother, a 35-ycar-old 
homemaker.

A I5-ycar-old boy said he started receiving messages from HOTLILFLGURL in 
early April. He uses a computer in his fam ily’s living room.

He said the messager seemed to know a lot about his life, including where he lived 
and his girlfriend's name. He said he thought it was som eone he knew, playing a 
prank.

The messages came at all hours. HOTLILFLGURL started getting aggressive and 
talking about sex, he said. The boy sent back angry messages.

'I got to a point where I got to cursing him out,” he said.

The boy said he was still receiving messages from HOTLILFLGURL last month He 
told his mother, but they said that neither thought much about it until authorities 
linked HOTLILFLGURL to Bowen. "It's just creepy," said his mother, a 34-year-old 
homemaker. "They’re just out there.”

A 14-year-old girl said she heard about HOTLILFLGURL from her friends before 
she ever received a message. The girl uses her fam ily’s computer, which is in the 
dining room.

The 14-year-old and her friends argued over whether HOTLILFLGURL was a boy or 
a girl, even though the messager had given the name “Jessica" and had sent a picture 
to one boy.

Once, the 14-year-old saw a message in which HOTLILFLGURL wrote about living 
on a particular street in Portsmouth. The 14-year-old and her friends went to a house 
on that street and asked for "Jessica.” No one by that name lived there, she said. The 
14-year-old also received an instant message from HOTLILFLGURL, asking for the 
street address o f a boy. The 14-year-old asked HOTLILFLGURL to stop harassing 
another boy, she said.

In response, HOTLILFLGURL called her a “slut," and worse, and told her that her 
mother had AIDS, she and her mother said.
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The girl's mother said she is healthy a„d that she watched the instant messaging 
conversation unfold.

"There’s no way a teenaged girl would talk like that," said the 34-year-old mother o f  
four. She said she told her daughter not to message with the individual anymore.

The girl and her mother found out from the newspaper that authorities said the 
HOTLILFLGURL screen name was registered to Bowen.

"I think it's freaky," the girl said. “I’m really glad no one decided to meet him."
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List of victims in teacher case grows to six
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A prosecutor says a Gresham educator, accused of sexual contact with boys, 
is a predator

A federal judge ordered a Gresham middle school teacher to remain jailed 
after investigators said Tuesday that the teacher had inappropriate or sexual 
contact with at least six boys.

John J. McPartlin, 42, of east Portland's Parkrose area is charged with using 
the Internet to solicit sex fron minors. In a transcript of an Internet chat filed 
as part of a U.S. District Court affidavit, McPartlin wrote that he paid at least 
$200 to two boys, ages i7 and 13, to have sex with him simultaneously.
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In Tuesday's hearing, Assistant U.S. Attorney Gregory Nyhus did not specify 
the type of contact McPartlin had with the six boys, but said he considers 
McPartlin a predator and a danger to the community.
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Tm assigning them Victim' status for a reason," Nyhus said after the hearing.

The investigation stretches from Beaverton to Vancouver to Gresham, with 
families contacting multiple police agencies to report allegations.

This week, FBI investigators are arranging interviews with Gresham-area 
parents and basketball players whom McPartlin has taught or coached since 
1995, when he began working at Clear Creek Middle School.

The FBI seized a computer from McPartlin's apartment Friday and went to 
the middle school with a search warrant Tuesday evening. McPartlin taught 
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade math and has a computer ;n his classroom.

McPartlin communicated with some students via instant messaging using the 
same screen name -  “Hotguy4415" -- that prosecutors say he used to attract 
boys to his apartment.

According to the affidavit, McPartlin posed online as a corporate attorney who 
lived in downtown Portland and represented companies including Nike.

News of his arrest Friday divided his students and former players, who 
almost came to blows over the allegations at a basketball game Saturday, 
parents said.

At least three Clear Creek families have called the FBI to aport that 
McPartlin had inappropriate contact with male students, according to a parent 
of one student. The parent said her son told investigators that McPartlin 
offered students $200 if they would masturbate on video.

Two Gresham mothers who attended the release hearing Tuesday said after 
the proceedings that they were saddened and disappointed. The women, 
who declined to give their names to protect their families, said five of their 
children had either been in McPartlin's classes or played on his basketball 
teams.

They said they had never heard anything about inappropriate behavior and 
described him as a popular but demanding math teacher who years later 
helped former students complete their high school senior projects.

“These boys loved him," one mom said. “They respected him. They thought 
he was awesome."

Commonly, boys ate lunch in McPartlin's classroom, and some students said 
they regularly joked around with him.

But two former students, now at Gresham High, told The Oregonian that 
during lunch in his classroom, McPartlir. would give students a candy bar if 
they could keep a black metal paper clip attached to their nipple for 30 
seconds.

Several parents and students said McPartlin hung out only with boys, kept 
candy reserved for boys in his room, shared a hotel room with boys on at 
least one off-season basketball trip to Seaside, gave students cash, and 
chatted with students online late at night. One parent said his son was paid 
$200 to help McPartlin around school on a Saturday afternoon.

77% of the ta 
online prediton 
14 or older. An 
were users age

0  Internet Safet

Concerned 
what your 
doing onlin 
you're awe 

can help 
Please con 
for your o 
with a free 
consultatic 

also pro 
entertainir 

informa 
seminars fi 

organiza

store.

VVe have ever 
need to protec 

from 
high tech c

Shop N

Emergency Help 
Call 276-920- 
7895

http ://w w w .tecrim e.com /llartL l l.h tm 3/2/2005

http://www.tecrime.com/llartLl


List of victims in teacher case grows to six Page 3 of 4

ktory with other« 
and help 

^someone else 
Tom becoming . 

victim? We 
receive 

numerous media 
requests for 

real-life stories 
of people. If you 

would like to 
share your 
experience, 

please send it 
to us, and 

someone will be 
in contact with 

you shortly.

#

Since his arrest, the Gresham-Barlow School District has put McPartlin on 
leave and hired an attorney to help in its own investigation and to work with 
the FBI.

Authorities first learned of a local Internet sex solicitor in May, after a 15-year- 
old boy told Washington County authorities that a man later identified as 
McPartlin offered him $200 to have sex and $100 to make a pornographic 
video.

Nyhus said the investigation was stalled, however, because the boy reported 
the wrong screen name for the solicitor.

In October, the same boy's father told Beaverton police that his now 16-year- 
old son had been communicating via instant messages with "Hotguy4415,“ 
who offered money for sex. A Beaverton detective is a member of the 
Portland Innocent Images National Initiative Undercover Task Force, which 
investigates online child pornography and abuse.

The FBI then subpoenaed America Online records and on Nov. 7 learned 
that "Hotguy4415" was registered to McPartlin. On Dec. 4. the FBI had h s 
home address and on Dec. 8 learned that he worked at a Gresham school.
On Dec. 9. the 16-year-old who first contacted authorities picked McPartlin 
out of a lineup of Oregon driver's license photos as tt ? man he'd met in 2002.

In the following weeks, investigators watched McPartlin at Clear Creek. From 
Dec. 14 to Jan. 6. an FBI agent assumed the identity of a 14-year-old boy 
and corresponded with ■‘Hotguy44l5“ in online chat rooms.

The FBI arrested McPartlin on Jan. 9, the same day agents learned that hr 
allegedly paid $200 for sex with a 17-year-old Vancouver boy in Decembe. . 
Agents were able to make the arrest after the boy's mother used “spy 
software" to track her son's Internet chats.
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McPartlin graduated from Monroe High School in 1979 and has lived his 
entire adult life in Oregon, according to his attorney, Gerald Needham. 
McPartlin has a teaching certificate from Concordia University. Before 
working for Gresham-Barlow. McPartlin coached Monroe High School’s 
basketball team from 1983 to 1994 and was Oregon's Class 2A coach of the 
year in 1990.

His attorneys asked whether McPartlin, instead of remaining in jail, could stay 
with his mother in the Benton County community of Alpine. Federal 
Magistrate Donald Ashmanskas said he needed more information, such as a 
mental health evaluation, before he would consider letting McPartlin out of 
jail.

McPartlin is tentatively scheduled to be arraigned on Feb. 12.

The FBI asks that anyone with information about the case call 503-224-4181. 

Melissa Jones: 503-294-5938; meLissaionesQnews.oregonian.com
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Legislation outlaws Internet vicitmization, seeks adm issibility o f interviews

Jf^NEAU -  Sens. Hollis French, D-Anchorage, and Albert Kookesh, D-Angoon, introduced a package 
of bills today to protect children from crime and its effects.

Two of the bills, Senate Bills 118 and 119, make it a crime to entice minors on the Internet and to send 
them indecent material electronically..

‘These bills will help provide a ‘safety Net’ for Alaska’s children,” said Senator French. ‘‘No parent 
should have to live in fear that a child will receive pornography by e-mail or be lured into a dangerous 
relationship by a predator. SB 118 and SB 119 will help Alaska’s police and prosecutors bring an end 
to these terrible acts.”

A third bill in the pad age, Senate Bill 117, makes recorded statements of victims under 16 admissible 
in court it they were c« -nducted under certain conditions. These “forensic interviews,” which are 
conducted in child ad ocacy centers around the state, are now admissible only if the child victim 
contradicts his or her earlier statement or cannot remember the event.

“Alaska’s rate of child sexual abuse is among the highest in the nation. We know that the Internet is 
playing an increasing role in child victimization here as well as around the globe,” said Senator 
Kookesh. ‘These bills will help protect Alaska’s children and bring swifter justice for them.”

i f  i f  i f  i f #  rrTrTrTfTr

PRESS ADVISORY: On Tuesday, March 1, Detective Kevin Vandegnff, Special Assault Unit, 
Ancnorage Police Department, and Michelle Monts, Program Manager, S.A.F.E. Child Advocacy 
Center in Juneau, will join Senators French and Kookesh at a press availability to discuss the legislation 
and its impact on child victims. The press availability will be in the Beltz Room at 10:30 a.m.###
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Package by French, Kookesh aims at Internet, statements

JUNEAU -- Detective Kevin Vandegriff of the Anchorage Police 
Department's crimes against children unit, and Michelle Monts, a forensic 
interviewer and program manager with Juneau's child advocacy center, 
appeared Tuesday at a Senate Democrats' press conference to endorse a 
package of child protection bills sponsored by Sen. Hollis French, D- 
Anchorage, and Sen. Albert Kookesh, D-Angoon.

Two of the bills. Senate Sills 118 and 119, make it a crime to entice minors 
on the Internet and to send them indecent material electronically. The third 
bill in the package, Senate Bill 117, makes recorded statements of victims 
under 16 admissible in court if they were conducted under certain 
conditions. These “forensic interviews," which are conducted in child 
advocacy centers around the state, are now admissible only if the child 
victim contradicts his or her earlier statement or cannot remember the 
event.

Vandegriff spoke about sexual predation on the Internet.

MP3 actuality: http://akdemocrats.org/Audio/030105 sexpredatorl .mp3

He also described his own experiences posing as a minor in a training class 
in Seattle.

MP3 actuality: http://a. Jemocrats.orq/Aud0/030105 sexpredator2.mp3

He also described the effects of predators sending pornography to minors 
electronically.

MP3 actuality: http://akdemocrats.org/Audio/030105 sexpredator3.mp3

Monts spoke to the reasons for allowing statements made to forensic 
interviewers to be introduced into evidence.

Sen. French's introduction 
3 minutes - Mpeg4 - 5 MBytes

Michelle Monts' statement 
3 minutes - Mpeg4 - 5 MBytes

MP3 actuality: httpV/akuei nocrats.org/Audio/030105 sexpredator4.mp3

http://www.akdemocrats.oro/
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http://akdemocrats.org/Audio/030105
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The bills, introduced Monday, are currently in the Senate Judiciary Committee.
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