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CS FO R  SEN A TE  B IL L  NO. 117( )

IN  THE LEG ISLATU RE OF THE STATE OF A LASKA  

TWENTY-FOURTH LEG ISLATURE - F IRST  SESSION
BY

OfTertd:
Referred I

Spont«r(»): SENATORS FRENCH, kookaih, Bunde, Dyion, Huggins, Wegener, Elton, Enin, Davit, Guen, 
Stedmen, OUon

A B IL L  

FO R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  A ct re la t in g  to the a dm iss ib ility  In to evidence o f the p r io r reco rded  statem ent o f a 

crim e v ic tim  less than 16 years o f age; and am end ing R u le  801, AJaskfl R u les of 

E v id en ce ."

BE IT  EN A C T ED  BY  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F TH E  STA TE  O F A LA SKA :

*  Section 1. The uncodified law  o f the State o f  A laska is amended by adding a new section 
jo read:

D IRECT COURT RULE AM ENDM ENT . Ru le 801(d), A laska Rules o f 
Evidence is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(3) Recorded Statement by Ch ild  V ictim s o f  Crime. The statement is a 
recorded statement by the v ic tim  o f a crime who is less than 16 years o f  age and

(A) the recording was made before the proceeding;
(B) the v ic tim  is ava ilab le for cross-examination;
(C) the prosecutor and any attorney representing the defendant 

were not present when the statement was taken;

-1- CSSB 117( )
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(D) the recording is on videotape or other format that records 
both the v isua l and aural components o f the statement;

(E) each person who participated in the taking o f the statement 
is iden tified on the recording;

(F) the taking o f the statement as a whole was conducted in a 
manner that would avo id undue influence o f the victim ;

(G) the defense has been provided a reasonable opportunity to 
v iew  the recording before the proceeding; and

(H) the court has had an opportunity to v iew  the recording and 
determ ine that it is su ffic ien tly  re liab le and trustworthy and that the interests o f 
ju s t ic e  arc best served by adm itting the recording into evidence.

L
CSSB 117( ) -2-

Now t a x e  u n d e r l i n e d  [d e l e t e d  t e x t  b r a c k e t e d )
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CS FO R  SEN A T E  B IL L  NO . 117( )

IN  THE LEG ISLA TU R E  OF THE STA TE  OF A LA SK A  

TW ENTY-FOURTH  LEG ISLA TU R E  - F IR S T  SESS IO N

BY

O ffered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS FREN C H , Kookejh, Bunde, Dyson, H uggins, W agoner, Elton, Ellis, Davis, Guess, 
Stedm an, Olson

A B IL L  

FO R  AN  A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  A ct re la t in g  to the a d m is s ib il i ty  in to  ev id en ce  o f the p r io r  re co rd ed  s ta tem en t o f a 

c r im e  v ic tim  less th an  16 ye a rs  o f age; and  am en d in g  R u le  801, A la sk a  R u le s o f 

E v id en ce ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. The uncod ified  law  o f  the State o f  A la ska  is amended by adding a new  section 
to read:

D IR EC T  CO URT RULE A M EN D M EN T . R u le  801(d), A la ska  R u les o f  
E vidence is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(3) Recorded Statement by C h ild  V ic tim s o f  C rim e. The statement is a 
recorded statement b y the v ic tim  o f a crim e who is le ss than 16 years o f  age and

(A) the recording w as made befo re the proceeding;
(B) the v ic tim  I s pteftf r lt  a va ila b le

—tesilfy, ' — j x
(C) the prosecutor and any attorney representing the defendant

CSSB 117( )
N ew  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED T E X T BRACKETED]
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were not present when the statement w as taken;
(D) the record ing is on videotape or other format that records 

both the v isua l and aural components o f  the statement;
(E) each person who partic ipated in the taking o f the statement 

is  iden tified  on the recording;
(F) the taking o f  the statement as a who le was conducted in a 

manner that w ou ld avo id undue in fluence o f  the v ic tim ;
(G) the defense has been provided a reasonable opportunity to 

v iew  the recording before the proceeding; and^»
(H) the court has[vt*s**ed tne recording and-has determine^that

--tov-
it is  su ff ic ie n tly  re liab le  and trustworthy and that the interests o f  ju s t ic e  are 
best served by adm itting the record ing into evidence.

-2-
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senator Hollis F rench
SB 117- Admissibility into Evidence of Prior Recorded Statement 

of a Crime Victim Younger Than 16
Sponsor Statement

SB 117 w i l l  m ake  re co rd ed  s ta tem en ts o f  v ic t im s  unde r 16 a dm is s ib le  in  A la s k a ’ s 
co u rts  i f  the s ta tem en ts  w e re  conduc ted  unde r ce rta in  c o n d it io n s  and i f  the v ic t im  is 
p resen t at the p ro ce e d in g  and a va ila b le  fo r  te s t im o n y . S uch  s ta tem en ts , o r  “ fo re ns ic  
in te rv ie w s ,”  are n o w  a dm is s ib le  as e v idence  o n ly  i f  the c h ild  v ic t im  c o n tra d ic ts  h is o r 
he r e a r lie r  s ta tem en t o r  canno t rem em be r the even t.

F o ren s ic  in te rv ie w s  o f  s e x u a lly  o r  p h y s ic a lly  abused c h ild re n  are conduc ted  at safe, 
n u r tu r in g , c h i ld - f r ie n d ly  e n v iro nm en ts . T he  in te rv ie w e rs  are s p e c ia lly  tra ined  to 
w o rk  w ith  c h ild re n  and w o rk  w ith  a m u lt i-d is c ip l in a ry  team  fo cu sed  on the c h i ld ’ s 
w e lfa re . T he  team  m ay  in c lu d e  p o lic e  o ff ic e rs , so c ia l w o rk e rs , c h ild  the rap is ts , 
m ed ica l p ro fe s s io n a ls , and c h ild  advoca tes. B y  w o rk in g  to g e th e r to  deal w ith  a 
c h i ld ’ s tra u m a tic  e xpe rie n ces  and by  c e n tra liz in g  a c h i ld ’ s in te ra c tio n  w ith  adu lts  in  
p o s it io n s  o f  a u th o r ity , c h ild  advo cacy  cen te rs  m ake c h ild re n  fee l sa fe r and m ore 
c o n fid e n t.

A l lo w in g  re co rded  s ta tem en ts  to  be in tro d u ce d  as e v id ence  w i l l  enhance the law  
en fo rcem en t p rocess to  b r in g  c h ild  p reda to rs  to  ju s t ic e . A  s ta tem en t made b y  a c h ild  
in  an e n v iro n m e n t tha t is fo cused  on the c h i ld ’ s w e lfa re  and c o m fo r t is o fte n  m uch 
m ore  in fo rm a t iv e  abou t the  c h i ld ’ s e xpe rie n ce  w ith  an abuse r than te s t im o n y  the c h ild  
w i l l  g iv e  in  a fo rm a l c o u r t s e tt in g . C h ild re n  express th in g s  d if fe re n t ly  and they o ften  
need to  e x p la in  w h a t has happened to  th em  us ing  p h y s ic a l o b je c ts  ra th e r than w ords. 
C h ild re n  are u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  in t im id a te d  b y  fo rm a l q u e s tio n in g  b y  u n fa m il ia r  adu lts  
in  a c o u r tro o m  se tt in g , and th e ir  d i f f ic u l t y  in  a r t ic u la t in g  the d e ta ils  o f  a ve ry  p a in fu l 
and ve ry  p r iv a te  e xpe rie n ce  o fte n  resu lts  in  a re d u c tio n  o f  the  charges.

SB 117 will help make prosecution of child abusers more effective. Please join me in 
supporting this bill and taking another step to make Alaska a safer place for children.

January-M ay: State Capitol • Juneau, Alaska 99801 • (907) 465-3892 • 1 (866) 465-3892 • Fax: (WYHciWr&jyft.XJS
June-D ecem ber: 716 West 4th Avenue • Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • (907) 269-0234 • Fax: (907) 269-0238

Senator_Hollis_French@legis.state.ak.us - « 3>-

mailto:Senator_Hollis_French@legis.state.ak.us


F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R evision D ate /T im e (N ote if correction):
Title An Act relating to the admissibility

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

SB 117

Administration

Sponsor
Requester

into evidence...
Senators French. Kookesh

Dept. Affected:
[RDU
Component Public Defender Agency

Legal and Advocacy Services

Senate Judiciary

Expenditures/Revenues
Component No. 

(T h o u san d s  of Dollars)

1631

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANC E IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE______________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type~Do not abbreviate)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any cu rren t year (FY2005) cost: 0 0
Mark th is  box (X) if funding for th is bill is included in the G overnor's FY 2006 budget p roposal: [

POSITIONS _____________________________
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill is not expected to have a significant fiscal impact on the operations of the Agency. If enacted however, the 
Agency will be involved in additional motions and hearings required to determine the admissibility of prior recorded 
statem ents.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Linda K. Wilson, Deputy Director
Public Defender Agency

Phone (907)334-1416 
Date/Time 3/8/05 2:05 PM

Michael Tibbies, Deputy Commissioner Date 3/8/2005
Department of Administration

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 117

() Publish Date ______

Revision D ate/Time (Note if correction):_____________________ Dept. Affected;__________________________
Title Recorded Statements of Victims_________________BRU  Alaska Court System
_____________________________________________________________ Component ____________ Trial Courts
Sponsor Senator French________________________________  ___________________________
Requester ______________________________________________ Component No. 768

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | I I I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I ( |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mentai Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any curren t year (FY2005) cost: 0.0
Mark th is box (X) if funding for th is bill is included in the  G overnor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The court system does not anticipate any fiscal impact from the passage of 3B 117.

Douglas Wooliver, Admini :rative Attorney____________________  Phone 463-4750_______
Alaska Court System_________________________________________ Date/Time 3/7/05 11:01 AM
Doug Wooliver for Stephanie Cole, Administrative Director   Date 3/7/2005________
Alaska Court System________________________________________

(Revtted 9/2002 omb) Page 1 of__1

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________
Title An Act relating to the recorded statements of a child

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:
Dept. Affected: 
RDU

SB 117-DPS-AST-3-9-05

Public Safety
Alaska State Troopers

Component AST Detachments
Sponsor
Requester

Senator French

Expenditures/Revenues
Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
2325

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 
Travol 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) T □
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1J05 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate of any curren t year (FY2005) co st: 0.0
Mark th is box (X) if funding for th is  bill is  included in the  G overnor's FY 2006 bu d g et proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill adds a new criminal rule under the rules of evidence. It will allow recorded statements by child 
victims (less th ,.i 16 yrs. of age) to be relevant and admissible in proceedings. The bill specifies the 
parameters and types of recordings this rule will allow.

Passage of this bill will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: Lieutenant Todd Sharp______________________________________  Phone 9C7-465-3223
Division Alaska State Troopers_________________________________________Date/Time 3/SV05 3 39 PM
Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske_________________________ Date 3/9/2005_____
Agency Department of Public Safety____________________________

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

R evision D ate/T im e (N ote if correction):_____________________ Dept Affected__________ LAW__________________
Titl' "An Act relating to admissibility into evidence_____ RDU CRIMINAL________________________
of the prior recorded statem ent of a crime victim less than..." Component Criminal Justice Litigation___________
Sponsor Senator French________________________________  ___________________________________
R equester Senate Judiciary_______________________________ Component N o ____________

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: ___________________
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB117-LAW-CDCO-3-9-(

() Publish Date: ___________________

Expenditures/Revenues___________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below ___  ____  ____
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I I  I I I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I I I I

FUND SOURCE______________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any cu rren t year (FY2005) co st: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for th is  bill is included in the G overnor's FY 2006 bud get proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill adds a new court rule to the Alaska Rules of Evidence that makes relevant and admissible under 
certain circumstances the recorded statement of a crime victim who is less than 16 years of age.

Passage of this bill will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: Kathryn Daughhetee, Director_______________________________  Phone 4^5-3673
Division Administrative Services Division Date/Time 3/9/05 4:41 PM
Approved by: K. Daughhetee for Scott Nordstrand, Acting Attorney General Date 3/9/2005
Agency Department of Law__________________________________

(ReviMd 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1
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SAFE center aims to 
curb impacts on child 
victims

Working with kids:
Carolyn Porter sits in an 
interview room for children 
who may have experienced 
e ither physical or sexual 
abuse. The room is part of 
the Southeast Alaska Family 
Evaluations Child Advocacy 
Center.
MICHAEL PENN /  THE JUNEAU EMPIRE

By ANN CHANDONNET
THE JUNEAU EMPIRE

Being hau led  all o v e r  tow n an d  grilled by 
s t r a n g e r s  can  be  a grueling  e x p e r ie n c e  for 
a child c rim e victim , adding to  his o r  h e r  
tr a u m a .

The new  S o u th e a s t  Alaska Family 
E valua tions  Child A dvocacy C en te r  
a t t e m p ts  to  le ssen  th e  em o tio n a l pain . T he  
c e n te r ,  SAFE fo r sh o r t ,  officially o p e n e d  its 
d o o rs  la s t w e e k  a t  2 225  Jo rd an  C reek  Ave.

"We e x p e c t  to  s e rv e  ag e  2 to 16 or 17, d e p e n d in g  on th e  case  and  
th e  specific cii : jm s ta n c e s , "  sa id  R o se m ary  H agevig , execu tive  
d irec to r  o f Catholic C om m unity  Service .

A fo rens ic  in te rv iew er, Carolyn Porter , c a m e  on board  four m on th s  
ag o  and  h a s  b e e n  w orking s ince  th e  first w eek  of Ja n u a ry  a t  th e  
J u n e a u  Police D e p a r tm e n t ,  Hagevig said . P o r te r  has b een  averag ing  
15 child victim in te rv iew s a m o n th .

The c e n te r  p rov ides  "a neu tra l  se t t in g  for kids w ho a re  a lleged victims 
of a b u s e  o r  n eg lec t ,"  P o rte r  sa id . "We can  bring th e m  h e re  to a child- 
friendly s e t t in g ,  do on e  video in terv iew  t h a t  all th e  a g e n c ie s  can use , 
m a k e  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  for p a re n ts  it 's kind of o n e -s to p  shopping ."

http://juneauempire.com/stories/042401/Loc_SAFEcenter.html 3/3/2005

http://juneauempire.com/stories/042401/Loc_SAFEcenter.html
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P orte r , w orking  in law e n fo rc e m e n t  a n d  a t  a child p ro tec t io n  c e n te r  in 
Amarillo, T ex as ,  h a s  m o re  th a n  1 ,0 0 0  in te rv iew s  u n d e r  h e r  belt.

" It 's  very  im p o r ta n t  s o m e t im e s  to  d e te rm in e  th a t  no th ing  h a s  
h a p p e n e d  to  a child," sh e  sa id . "If w e can  g e t  th ro u g h  th e s e  c a s e s  
q u ick e r  a n d  m in im ize th e  im pac t,  we will c o m e  o u t  with s t ro n g e r  
kids."

The c e n te r  is fu nded  by a g r a n t  s e c u re d  th ro u g h  U.S. Sen . Ted 
S te v e n s  from  th e  federal D e p a r tm e n t  of H ealth  a n d  H um an  Serv ices , 
sa id  H agevig . T he $ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  g ra n t  fu n d ed  s t a r tu p  c o s ts  su ch  as  video 
e q u ip m e n t  an d  will e n s u re  its first 15 m o n th s  of o p e ra t io n .

T he c e n te r  will work in coo p era t io n  with a v a r ie ty  of local a g en c ie s ,  
H agevig sa id .

J u n e a u  Youth S erv ice s ,  Catholic C o m m u n ity  Serv ice , AWARE, th e  
Division of Family and  Youth S erv ices ,  B ar t le t t  R egional Hospital, 
SEARHC, th e  s t a t e  Division of Ju ven ile  Ju s tice , th e  police d e p a r tm e n t  
a n d  s t a t e  t r o o p e r s  a re  all involved, s h e  sa id . Local p ed ia tr ic ians  and  
e m e rg e n c y  room  physic ians also  will be  linked to  th e  c e n te r .

"This is a h u g e  co llabo ra tive  effo rt in J u n e a u ,  a s ign ifican t effort. I 
th ink  J u n e a u  can  be proud  th a t  so  m a n y  a g e n c ie s  h a v e  co m e  
to g e th e r  to  m a k e  this w ork," s h e  sa id .

T he  Child A dvocacy C e n te r  is p a r t  of a na tiona l m o v e m e n t  to  e n s u re  
ch ild ren  an d  fam ilies w ho e x p e r ^ n c e  child physica l o r se x u a l  a b u s e  
a re  le ss  im p a c te d  by th e  sy s te m  chat d e a ls  with th e m  a f te r  a 
s u s p e c te d  in c iden t is rep o r ted .  A n ch o rag e  a n d  Wasilla h a v e  c e n te rs .  
O th e r  c e n te r s  a re  p lanned  fo r N om e a n d  F a irbanks.

Most o f th e  re fe rra ls  to  J u n e a u 's  c e n te r  o r ig in a te  with DFYS o r  law 
e n fo rc e m e n t  ag e n c ie s ,  Hagevig sa id . T he  c e n te r  initially will a cce p t  
re fe rra ls  only from  Ju n e a u ,  bu t ev e n tu a l ly  will s e rv e  th e  n o r th e a s t  
portion  of S o u th e a s t  A laska.

T he  facility inc ludes  a foyer eq u ip p ed  with to y s ,  a m edica l ex am  
ro om , an d  an  in terv iew  room  with built-in m ik es  a n d  c a m e ra s .  DFYS 
c a s e  w o rk e rs  o r  d is tr ic t a t to rn e y s  in a n o th e r  room  can w atch  th e  
v ideo  feed  an d  supp ly  th e  in te rv iew er  with q u e s t io n s  th e y  would like 
a n s w e re d .  A p e r m a n e n t  film of th e  in te rv iew  is m a d e  fo r  official 
re fe re n c e .

"The in te rv iew er  e s ta b l ish e s  a good  re la t io n sh ip  a n d  no on e  e lse  
c o m e s  into th e  room ,"  Hagevig sa id . "You d o n 't  h a v e  to  h u s tle  a ro und

htip://juneauempire.com/stones/042401/Loc_SAFEcenter.html 3/3/201)5



tow n  a n d  sit in th e  waiting room ."

T he  Child A dvocacy C en te r  can  be re a c h e d  a t  7 9 0 -4 3 4 2 .  

Ann Chandonnet can be reached at achandonnet@juneauempire.com.

Juneau Empire Online Local News: SAFE center aims to curb impacts on child victims 04/24/01

http://juneauempire.com/stories/042401/Loc_SAFEcenter.html
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F r e n c h ,  K o o k e s h  F i l e  B i l l s  t o  P r o t e c t  C h i l d r e n
Legislation outlaws Internet vicitmization, seeks adm issibility o f interviews

JUNEAU -  Sens. Holiis French, D-Anchorage, and Albert Kookesh, D-Angoon, introduced a package 
of bills today to protect children from crime and its effects.

Two of the bills, Senate Bills 118 and 119, make it a crime to entice minors on the Internet and to send 
them indecent material electronically..

‘‘These bills will help provide a ‘safety Net’ for Alaska’s children,” said Senator French. "No parent 
should have to live in fear that a child will receive pornography by e-mail or be lured into a dangerous 
relationship by a predator. SB 118 and SB 119 will help Alaska’s police and prosecutors bring an end 
to these terrible acts.”

A third bill in the package, Senate Bill 117, makes recorded statements of victims under 16 admissible 
in court if they were conducted under certain conditions. These “forensic interviews,” which are 
conducted in child advocacy centers around the state, are now admissible only if the child victim 
contradicts his or her earlier statement or cannot remember the event.

“Alaska’s rate of child sexual abuse is among the highest in the nation. We know that the Internet is 
playing an increasing role in child victimization here as well as around the globe,” said Senator 
Kookesh. ‘These bills will help protect Alaska’s children and bring swifter justice for them."

TTtt TTTrTr

PRESS ADVISORY: On Tuesday, March I, Detective Kevin Vandegriff, Special Assault Unit, 
Anchorage Police Department, and Michelle Monts, Program Manager, S.A.F.E. Child Advocacy 
Center in Juneau, will join Senators French and Kookesh at a press availability to discuss the legislation 
and its impact on child victims. The press availability will be in the Beltz Room at 10:30 a.m.###

http://www.akdemocrats.orQ
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P o l i c e  O f f i c e r ,  I n t e r v i e w e r  S u p p o r t  C h i l d  P r o t e c t i o n  B i l l s

Package by French, Kookesh aims at Internet, statements

JUNEAU -- Detective Kevin Vandegriff of the Anchorage Police 
Department's crimes against children unit, and Michelle Monts, a forensic 
interviewer and program manager with Juneau's child advocacy center, 
appeared Tuesday at a Senate Democrats' press conference to endorse a 
package of child protection bills sponsored by Sen. Hollis French, D- 
Anchorage, and Sen. Albert Kookesh, D-Angoon.

Two of the bills, Senate Bills 118 and 119, make it a crime to entice minors 
on the Internet and to send them indecent material electronically. The third 
bill in the package, Senate Bill 117, makes recorded statements of victims 
under 16 admissible in court if they were conducted under certain 
conditions. These “forensic interviews,- which are conducted in child 
advocacy centers around the state, are now admissible only if the child 
victim contradicts his or her earlier statement or cannot remember the 
event.

Vandegriff spoke about sexual predation on the Internet.

MP3 actuality: http://akdemocrats.ora/Audio/030105 sexpredatorl .mp3

He also described his own experiences posing as a minor in a training class 
in Seahle.

MP3 actuality: http://akdemocrats.crci/Audio/030105 sexpredator2.mp3

He also described the effects of predators sending pornography to minors 
electronically.

MP3 actuality: http://akdemocrats.orQ/Audio/030105 sexpredator3.mp3

Monts spoke to the reasons for allowing statements made to forensic 
interviewers to be introduced into evidence.

4BS*:

Sen. French's introduction 
3 minutes - Mpeg4 - 5 MBytes

Michelle Monts' statement 
3 minutes - Mpeg4 - 5 MBytes

MP3 actuality: http://akdemocrats.org/Audio/030105 sexpredator4.mp3

http://vvww.akdemocrats.org/
mailto:press@akdemocrats.org
http://akdemocrats.ora/Audio/030105
http://akdemocrats.crci/Audio/030105
http://akdemocrats.orQ/Audio/030105
http://akdemocrats.org/Audio/030105


The b ills, in troduced Monday, are  currently in the Senate Judic iary Committee.
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