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"An Act relating to an application for a permanent fund dividend for a member of the armed forces of the 
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Sponsor Statement
HB 201 “An act relating to an application for a permanent fund dividend for a 
member of the armed services of the United States serving on active duty outside the 
state of Al: ka”

The purpose of this b ill is to permit the person who has power of attorney for an 

individual who is serving on active duty with the United States armed services outside the 

state of Alaska to sign and file a permanent fund application for said individual.

Representative_Mike_Chenault@legis.state.ak.us
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FISCAL NOTE
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Temporary

ANALYS IS : (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

HB 201 would ollow a power of attorney to complete, sign and file an application for a military member 
stationed outside of the US.. A total of 6,205 applicants claimed a military absence from the state in 2004. 
The PFD does not track how many of these individuals were stationed outside the US. The bill would not 
result in any significant increased cost for processing PFD applications.
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L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 486-3867 or 486-2450 
FAX (907) 485-2029 
Mall Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 Gth St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M March 9, 2005

SUBJECT: Perm anent fund dividends for members o f the aim ed forces; 
sectional summary (HB 201)

TO: Representative M ike Chenault, 
Co-chair, House Finance Committee 
Attn: Erich DeLand

FROM: Tam ara Brandt Cook 
Director ✓

Sec. 1. P<\mits another person to complete and file a perm anent fund dividend 
application for a member o f the United States armed forces who is serving outside o f the 
country. The person must have a power of attorney from the member o f the armed forces 
that authorizes the person to file the application.

Sec. 2. The effective date is January 1, 2006, the day before the beginning o f the filing 
period for 2006 permanent fund dividend applications.

TBC:med
05-166.med



Erich Deland

Cc:
Subject:

Linda Zimmerman (izinimermanOkpb8d.k12.ak.us] 
Tuesday, March 15, 2005 10:24 PM 
Erich Deland
troy.zimmermanOus.army.mil 
HB201 testimonial

Erich,

Un f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I w i l l  be u n a b l e  to a t t e n d  the t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  HB
201 o n  Thursday, M a r c h  17. :-( I h a v e  p r e p a r e d  a s t a t e m e n t  to be  r e a d  & k n o w  that it w o u l d  
ha v e  a b i g g e r  imp ac t if I w a s  to speak. B e i n g  a t e ac her  m a k e s  it d i f f i c u l t  for me  to be 
p r e s e n t  at the time. T h a n k  y o u  for al l y o u  h a v e  d o n e  & all that Rep. C h e n a u l t  has done 
w i t h  thi s situa ti on.  I p r a y  that HB  201 gets p a s s e d  quickly!

M y  n a m e  is L i n d a  Z im me rma n.  I a n  a t e a c h e r  o n  the Kenai Peninsula. M y  h us band, Troy, is a 
H i s t o r y  & S p a n i s h  t e a c h e r  at the local h i g h  s c h o o l  in the t own of N i k i s k i . W e  h a v e  3 y o u n g  
chi ld ren . M y  h u s b a n d  is a l s o  a n  A l a s k a  Natl. Gu ardsman. M y  h u s b a n d  has b e e n  in the Natl. 
G u a r d s  for 21 years! A l t h o u g h  h e  c o u l d  ha v e  r e t i r e d  in F e b r u a r y  200 4 a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  his 
20 y e a r  letter, h e  d e c i d e d  to s i g n  on  for m o r e  y e ar s to s e r v e  hi s country.

O n  O c t o b e r  2004, our w o r l d  was t o t a l l y  t u r n e d  u p s i d e  down. M y  h u s b a n d  w a s  b e i n g  d e p l o y e d  & 
w o u l d  be  o v e r s e a s  for 12 to 18 m o n t h s  s e r v i n g  his c o u n t r y  w i t h  the A rmy. N e v e r  in a 
m i l l i o n  y e a r s  d i d  I e v e r  t h i n k  thi s w o u l d  h a p p e n  to m y  family. T h e r e  w e r e  a lot of 
e m o t i o n s  t ha t  we w e n t  t h r o u g h  i n i t i a l l y  & st il l ar e g o u i g  through. It nas b e e n  a 
r o l l e r c o a s t e r  of em otions, d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  & frustrations.

^ O n e  of t h os e f r u s t r a t i o n s  wa s in J a n u a r y  2005 w h e n  I got  a call f r o m  m y  h u s b a n d  & he 
^ v i f o r m e d  me  he w o u l d  be h e a d i n g  "out" soon. I p i c k e d  u p  m y  P e r m a n e n t  D i v i d e n  Fund 
^ ^ j p l i c a t i o n  p a c k e t  4 a s k e d  h i m  to h e l p  m e  fill out his so I c o u l d  s u b m i t  it w i t h  the

G e n e r a l  P o w e r  of A t t o r n e y  I had. I w a s  told  that if I d i d  it o n l i n e  it w o u l d  be easy. The  
p r o c e s s  w a s  a n y t h i n g  B U T  easy! I w a s  to l d  vi a email that,

"D es pi te  the fact that you  m a y  h a v e  a P ower of A t t o r n e y  for y o u r  husband, h e  is still 
p h y s i c a l l y  a b l e  to s i g n  his o w n  app li c a t i o n .  He w il l  h a v e  to s ig n  b e f o r e  he w i l l  r e cei ve  
his 2005 divid en d.  W h e n  the a p p l i c a t i o n  is processed, it will go t h r o u g h  the intial r e v i e w  
stage, a n d  y o u r  h u s b a n d  w i l l  be  m a i l e d  a l ett e r  r e q u e s t i n g  his s i gn at ure . If y o u  are  in 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  y o u r  h u s b a n d  a n d  he c a n  sign  the a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  get it U S P S  p o s t m a r k e d  b ack 
to us b y  M a r c h  31, 2005, y o u  m a y  w a n t  to do that. Or, y o u  c a n  m a i l  in the a p p l i c a t i o n  an d 
we will p r o c e s s  it a n d  s e n d  y o u r  h u s b a n d  a s i g n a t u r e  page.
Please e n s u r e  y o u  p r o v i d e  us w i t h  a c o p y  of the Power of A t t o r n e y  so we  h a v e  it for our 
recor ds a n d  c a n  d i s c u s s  his a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  you." (taken from the a c t u a l  r e j e c t i o n  email 
I received)

Now, I a m  a p e r s o n  w h o  f o llo ws  p r o t o c o l  & rules as a teacher, but I w as  so f r u s t r a t e d  4 
c o n f u s e d  b y  this r e j e c t i o n  letter. M y  h u s b a n d  was g o i n g  into a C o m b a t  Zone  4 the PFD 
o f f i c e  w a s  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  o v e r  f o l l o w  the p r o p e r  pro to co l!  I k n e w  that I was  n o t  the o n l y  
m i l i t a r y  s p o u s e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  this, so that is w h e n  I d e c i d e d  to c o n t a c t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
M i k e  C h e n a u l t ' s  office. I wa s t ol d  at a m e e t i n g  the m o n t h  b e f o r e  m y  h u s b a n d  lef t that 
h a v i n g  G e n e r a l  P o w e r  cf A t t o r n e y  m e a n t  I c o u l d  c o nd uc t o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  o n  b e h a l f  of my 
h u s b a n d ' s  part. I e v e n  s ent th e P F D  o f f i c e  a c o p y  of the G e n e r a l  P o w e r  of A t t o r n e y  
p a p e r w o r k  a l o n g  w i t h  the 2 se t s  of or der s for m y  husband. I sent 13 p a g e s  of d o c u m e n t a t i o n  
that p r o v e d  t hat I in fact h a d  G e n e r a l  P ow er  o f  A t t o r n e y  for m y  husband. In the next 3 to 
4 weeks. N E V E R  d i d  the P F D  o f f i c e  leave a m e s s a g e  at m y  w o r k  p h o n e  number, h o m e  p h o n e  
n u m b e r  or m y  c e l l u l a r  numb er . All  o f  w h i c h  the y had. I f ound this v e r y  i m p e rs on al.  All of 
■ny c o n t a c t  w i t h  th e m  w as  v i a  email. I tried c a l l i n g  the P FD  o f f i c e  4 I ev e n  left messages, 

M l  I n e v e r  s p o k e  to a h u m a n  being.

A l t h o u g h  m y  h u s b a n d  has e m a i l / c o m p u t e r  access, I ca n c ou nt  on 1 h a n d  the n u m b e r  of  times 
m y  h u s b a d  has e m a i l e d  m e  f r o m  Iraq. T h e  s ol die rs  have to s i g n  u p  for t h ei r time o n  the

Lin da
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computers, & that t im e  is o n l y  20 or 30 m i n u t e s  long. I n t e r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  c a n  s o m et im es  be 
tricky s i n c e  t h e y  u s e  j a m m e r s  for s e c u r i t y  reasons, thus b r e a k i n g  p h o n e  co nn ec t i o n s .  Th e 
po we r w a s  o u t  for 3 da y s  r e c e n t l y  in m y  h u s b a n d ' s  area, s o m e t h i n g  u n e x p e c t e d  for the 

< loldiers, as is th e s i t u a t i o n  in a n y  war. T h e  so ld i e r s  in I r a q  & o t h e r  p l a c e s  in the 
''^fcjiddle E a s t  h a v e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  jo b to do. F i l i n g  t heir PFD o n l i n e  is the L A S T  t h i n g  that 
^ P h e y  w a n t  to t h i n k  a b o u t  d o i n g  a f t e r  a 12 h o u r  shift of m i l i t a r y  duty. Also, y o u  can  

imagine, the  m a i l i n g  s y s t e m  c a n  b e  r a t h e r  s l o w  & u n r e l i a b l e  w h e n  y o u  a r e  h a l f  w a y  a r o u n d  

the world.

I a m  v e r y  p r o u d  to s a y  that m y  h u s b a n d  is s e r v i n g  his c ou ntry, as a r e  m y  c h i ld re n. I k n o w  
that h e  ha s a l o n g  & d i f f i c u l t  tas k  b e f o r e  him, just as we do  o n  th e ho me f r o n t .  The  PFD 
o f f i c e  h a s  N O  c l u e  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  w h e n  th e y  a s k  for m y  h u s b a n d ' s  signature, 
u s i n g  the i n t e r n e t  & s e n d i n g  t hi n g s  via email. M y  h u s b a n d  is a v e r y  b u s y  soldier, doing 
what s o l d i e r s  do i n  a c o m b a t  s itu at io n.  T H I S  takes p r i o r i t y  o v e r  p h y s i c a l l y  f i l lin g out a 
PFD form. T H A T  is w h a t  G e n e r a l  P o w e r  of A t t o r n e y  is for.

It is t i m e  t h a t  the  P F D  Dept, t ak e  a lo n g  h a r d  loo k at their p o l i c i e s  & s e r i o u s l y  think 
about m o d i f y i n g  s o m e  o f  the rules & p olicies, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  it c om es  to m i l i t a r y  
s p ou se s & t h e i r  s o l d i e r s .  As time goe s by, m o r e  & m o r e  s o l d i e r s  f ro m  A l a s k a  a r e  b e i n g  
d e p lo ye d.  O t h e r  s p o u s e s  & s o l d i e r s  w i l l  h a v e  to deal w i t h  t he  s t r e s s  & h e a d a c h e s  I have 
had  to endure. T h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e  m i l i t a r y  w i v e s  are in, is s t r e s s f u l  enough! I beg  yo u to 
p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  p a s s i n g  H B  201, n o t  just for mu, b u t  for A L L  A l a s k a n  s o l d i e r s  & their 
fa milies. M y  h u s b a n d  is s e r v i n g  h is  c o u n t r y  for g o o d n e s s  sake, d o e s n ' t  that m e a n  a n y t h i n g  

to a n y o n e  a n y m o r e ?

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  time!

L in da  L. Z i m m e r m a n  
4 /5 th  M u l t i a g e  E d u c a t o r  
S t ud en t C o u n c i l  C o o r d i n a t o r  
N i k i s k i  N o r t h  S t a r  E l e m e n t a r y

"The 6 P i l l a r s  of C H A R A C T E R  COUNTS! T r u s t w o r t h i n e s s ,  Respect, R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  Fairness, 
faring, & C i t i z e n s h i p .  H a v e  y o u  h u g g e d  y o u r  P I L L A R S  today?"
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