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House Bill 132

Crimes Against Elderly
"A n A c t relating to sentencing fo r  certain crimes committed against the elderly; and providing

fo r  an effective date. "

The population of older citizens in Alaska is growing rapidly, as are the crimes that 
affect them. The physical, emotional, and financial impact of crimes against the 
person, and theft and related crimes, on the elderly can be devastating. House Bill 
132 would increase the penalty one level for certain crimes against a person and for 
theft and related crir les, if the perpetrator acted with reckless disregard that the 
victim was an older citizen.

The provisions of HB 132:

• Increase rhe penalties for crimes against the elderly one level. For example, 
assault in the fourth degree, a class A misdemeanor, would be a class C 
felony if the assault was committed to a person 65 years of age or older.

I ask for your consideration and support of HB 132 to better protect the older 
citizens of our state.
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F IS C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA

2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_________________________
Title  ‘ An A ct relating to se n te n c in g  for certa in c r im e s

com m itted a g a in st the e ld erly .

F isca l Note N um ber: 

Bill V e r s io n :

(H) P u b lish  D ate :

Dept. A ffected :

'R D U  

C om ponent C D C O

C S H B  13 2 ( JU D )  

3 /3/0 5

LAW

C R IM IN A L

S p o n so r

R e q u e ste r
R ep re sen ta tive  S to lze

H o u se  Ju d ic ia ry

Expenditures/Revenues
N ote: A m ou n ts do not inc lu de  inflation u n le s s  o th erw ise  noted below

C om ponent N o. 

(Thousands o f  Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2006 FY  2007 F Y  2008 FY 2009 F Y  20 10 FY  2 0 1 1  |

P e rso n a l S e r v ic e s  

T ravel 

Contractua l 

S u p p lie s  

Equipm ent 

Land & S tru ctu re s 

G ra n ts & C la im s 

M isc e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

IC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( IZ E
10 0 2 Federa l R e c e ip ts

10 0 3  G F  M atch

1004 G F

10 0 5  T /P ro g r a m  R e c e ip ts  

10 3 7  G F/M enta l Health

O ther (Specify Type-D o not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0E st im a te  o f a n y  c u r re n t  ye a r (FY20 0 5) c o s t :

M ark t h i s  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b il l  i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  F Y  2006 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l:

P O S IT IO N S

Full-tim e

Part-time

Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill would enhance penalties for persons convicted of committing certain crimes against the person, or 
a theft or related financial crime, against a person 65 years of aqe or older. The bill raises the level of 
these offenses if the defendant was reckless in regard to the viciim being 65 years of age or older. The 
Department of Law does not anticipate a fiscal impact from passage of this legislation.

athryn D a u ghhetee , D irector

A dm in istra tive S e r v ic e s

P repared by:

D iv is io n  __________________________________________________________________________

A pproved by: K . D augh h e 'ae fo r S co tt N ord strand . A cting  Attorney G enera l 

A g e n cy  Depa^* ' f  Law ____________________________________________________

P h on e 4 6 5 -5 4 2 7

D ate/T im e 2 /22 /0 5  4 :10  PM

Date 2 /22/200 5

(Rsvism  9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 o f 1__

■ m



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________________________
T itle  An A ct relating to se n te n c in g  for certa in c r im e s

com m itted aga in st the elderly

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. A ffected : 

'R D U

C S H B  13 2 ( JU D )

3 /3/0 5

P ublic Sa fety

A laska State T ro o p e rs

C om p onent A S T  D eta chm ents

S p o n so r

R e q u e ste r

R e p re se n ta tiv e s S to ltze . M cG u ire

Expenditures,'Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2 3 2 5

N ote: A m ou nts do not inc lu de inflation u n le s s  o th erw ise  noted below .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2006 FY  2007 F Y  2008 F Y  2009 F Y  20 10 FY  2 0 1 1

P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s  

Travel 

Contractual 

S u p p lie s  

Equipm ent 

Lend  & S tru ctu re s 

G ra n ts & C la im s 

M isc e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

[C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  (

FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s o f D o lla rs)

10 0 2  Federa l R e ce ip ts 

1C 0 3  G F M atch

1004 G F

10 0 5 G F/P rogram  R e ce ip ts  

10 3 7  G F/M enta l Health

O ther (Specify Type-D o not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E st im a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r (FY20 0 5) c o s t :  0.0
M ark t h is  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e rn o r ’s  F Y  2006 b u d g e t p r o p o sa l: | |

P O S IT IO N S

Full-tim e

Part-time

Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill adds a new penalty section for crimes committed against the elderly. The new section outlines an 
increase in criminal classifications (B misdemeanor is a class A misdemeanor, etc.) which apply to a 
number of specific Title 11 offenses listed in the bill when the victim was 65 years of age or older at the 
time of the crime.

No fiscal impact on the Department of Public Safety is anticipated.

Prepared by: L ieutenant Todd  Sha rp __________________________________________________  P h on e 9 0 7-46 5-3223

D iv is io n  A la ska  State T ro o p e rs___________________________________________________  D ate/T im e 2 /22 /0 5  5 :3 4  PM

Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske___________________________  Date 2/22/2005______
Agency Department of Public Safety_______________________________

(Ravtsad 9/23tf 004 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________
T itle  "A n act relating to se n te n c in g  for certa in c r im e s

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publisn Date:

Dept. A ffected : 

'R D U

C S H B  13 2 ( JU D )

3/3/05

C o rrect io n s

Institutional Fa cilit ie s

com m itted a ga in st the e ld erly : and providing 

S p o n so r  R e p re se n ta tiv e s S to ltze . M cG u ire

R e q u e ste r  Ju d ic ia ry , F ina nce___________________

Expenditures/Revenues

C om p onent Institution D irecto r's O ffice

C om p onent No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

524

N ote: A m ou n ts do not inc lu d e  inflation u n le s s  o th erw ise  noted below .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2006 F Y  2007 F Y  2008 FY  2009 FY  20 10 FY 2 0 1 1

P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s • * • ft ft ft

Travel • • ft ft ft

Contractual • • ft • • ft

S u p p lie s
■ • ft • • •

Equipm ent • • • • • ft

Land & S tru ctu re s • • ft ft • ft

G ra n ts & C la im s • ft ft • ft ft

M isc e lla n e o u s • • ft ft ft ft

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

jC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I

|C H A N G E IN  R E V E N U E S  ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 0.0 I

FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s of D o llars)

10 0 2  Federa l R e ce ip ts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

10 0 3  G F  M atch 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

10 0 4 G F • • * • ft ft

10 0 5  G F/P rogram  R e ce ip ts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

10 3 7  G F/M enta l Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

O ther (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E st im a te  o f  any c u r re n t  y e a r (FY2005) c o s t :  0.0

M ark t h is  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  the G o v e r n o r 's  F Y  2006 b u d g et p ro p o sa l: 

P O S IT IO N S

Full-tim e 0 0 0 0 0 0

Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0

Tem porary 0 0 0 0 0 0

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The legislation raises criminal penalties for crimes committed in violation of AS 11.41 and AS 11.46 when 
the victim was 65 years of age or older at the time of the crime. There is no statewide data readily 
available to indicate the number of victims in Alaska who were 65 years of age or older at the time the 
crime was committed in the offense categories covered by the legislation. It is presumed that because the 
legislation does increase the penalties for crimes committed in violation of AS 11.41 and AS 11.46, the 
passage of the legislation will have some 55031 impact on the department, but due to the lack of available 
statistical information, the department is unable to determine whether the impact will be significant or 
insignificant. Therefore, the fiscal impact to the Depaitment of Corrections is indeterminate.

P repared by:

D iv ision

A pproved by: 

A g en cy

S h a rle e n  G riffin , Acting D irector P hone 4 6 5-4 6 4 1

A dm in istrative S e rv ic e s D ate/Tim e 2/22/0 5 9 :5 3  AM

Portia C .K . Parker. Deputy C o m m iss io n e r Date 2/22/200 5

Department of Corrections

(Ravtsad 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 o f  1__



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):
T itle  An A ct relating to se n te n c in g  for

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

C S H B  13 2 ( JU O )

3/3/05

Adm inistration

S p o n so r

R e q u e ste r

certa in  c r im e s a ga in st e ld erly ..

R e p s . S to ltze , M cG u ire

Dept. A ffected :

|R D U

C om p onent P ublic D efender A g en cy

Lega l and A dvocacy S e rv ic e s

H o u se  Ju d ic ia ry

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

1 6 3 1

N ote: A m ounts do not include inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  noted below .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2006 F Y  2007 F Y  2008 F Y  2009 F Y  20 10 F Y  2 0 1 1

P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s 14 0 .9 14 0 .9 14 0 .9 14 0 .9 14 0 .9 14 0 .9

Travel 4 .8 4 .8 4 .8 4 .8 4 .8 4 .8

Contractual 3 5 .9 3 5 .9 3 5 .9 3 5 .9 3 5 .9 3 5 .9

S u p p lie s 2 .7 2 .7 2 .7 2 .7 2 .7 2 .7

Equipm ent 6 .7 0 .7 0 .7 0 .7 0 .7 0 .7

Land & S tru ctu re s

G ra n ts & C la im s

M isc e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 1 9 1 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  I I I I I

IC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) | | | |

FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s o f D o llars)

10 0 2  Federa l R e ce ip ts

10 0 3  G F  M atch

10 0 4 G F 19 1 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0

10 0 5  G F/P rogram  R e ce ip ts

10 3 7  G F/M enta l Health

O ther (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

T O T A L 19 1 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0 18 5 .0

E st im a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  ye a r (FY2005) c o s t : 0.0

M ark t h is  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  t h is  b ill i s  in c .u d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  F Y  2006 b u d g et p ro p o sa l: 

P O S IT IO N S

Full-time 1 1 1 1 1 1

Part-time

Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS : lAttach a separate page if necessary)
T h is  bill s e e k s  to e n h a n ce  p ena lt ie s for nu m ero u s c r im e s a ga in st a p e rso n  6 5  y e a rs or o lder. From  the 2002 c e n su s ,  

it in d ica te s p eop le  o v e r 65 co m p rise  6 %  o f A la ska ’s  population. T h e re  are m ore than 2 5  c r im e s listed  for 

enha ncem ent if a victim  i s  65  or o lder. T h e  A g en cy  w a s appointed in o v er 6600 (6 %  o f 6606 =  396 c r im e s a ga in st 

e lderly) o f th e se  c r im e s in 2004, with o v er 7 3 %  ( 4 8 5 1)  o f them involving m isd em e a n o r c r im e s that would b ecom e 

fe lo n ie s . F e lo n ie s  are mu m ore co st ly  to defend than m isd e m e a n o rs. A m erican B ar A sso c ia t io n  national sta n d a rd s 

p rovide that an attorney sh o u ld  not handle m ore than 400 m isd em ea no r c a s e s  a year, o r 15 0  fe lo n ie s a year. T h is  

sh ift from m isd em e a n o r to fe lony will in c re a se  the A g e n cy  workload by one full-time p osition , factoring in support 

sta ff. T h e  additional operating c o s t s  to a d d re ss  th is in c re a se d  workload are b a sed  on  a full-time attorney and support 

sta ff in Bethel, w here  the h ig h e st num ber o f th e se  c a s e s  e x ist .

A pproved by: 

A g en cy

Prepared by:
Division

Linda K . W ilso n , Deputy D irector

Public Defender Agency
P hone (9 0 7)3 34 -4 4 16  

D ate/T im e 2/22/0 5 9 :5 8  AM

Michael Tibbies, Deputy Commissioner Date 2/22/2005
Department of Administration

(Rsviud 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
N ote: A m ounts do not inc lu de inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  noted below .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S

P erso n a l S e rv ic e s  

T ravel 

Contractua l 

S u p r l ie s  

Equipm ent 

Land & S tru ctu re s 

G ra n ts & C la im s 

M isc e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 12 9 .6

FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s o f D o llars)

10 0 2  Federa l R e ce ip ts

10 0 3  G F M atch

10 04 G F

10 0 5  G F/P rogram  R e ce ip ts 

10 3 7  G F/M enta l Health

O ther (Specify Type-Do not r breviale)

12 9 .6 12 3 .6 12 3 .6 12 3 .6

T O T A L 12 9 .6 12 3 .6 12 3 .6 12 3 .6

2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION B ill V e rs io n : C S H B  13 2 ( JU D )

(H) P ub lish  Date: 4/5/05______________

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number _5_____________

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):____________________________ Dept. Affected;_______________Administration
Title  An A ct relating to se n te n c in g  for______________________ R D U  Legal and A dvocacy S e rv ic e s

___________________ certa in  c r im e s a ga in st e ld e r ly ..._______________________ C om p onent Public D efend er A gency

S p o n so r  R e p s . S to ltze , M cG u ire_________________________________  ___________________________________

R e q u e ste r  H o u se  Ju d ic ia ry_________________________________________ C om p onent No. 16 3 1

FY  2006 FY  2007

1 2 3 .6

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  7

IC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) 7

E st im a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r (FY2005) c o s t :  0.0

M ark t h is  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  the G o v e r n o r 's  FY 2006 b u d g et p ro p o sa l: 

P O S IT IO N S

Full-tim e

Part-time 1 1 1 1 1 1

Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
T h is  bill s e e k s  to en h a n ce  p ena ltie s for nu m ero u s c r im e s a ga in st a p e rso n  65 y e a rs or o lder. From  the 2002 c e n su s ,  

it in d ica te s people o ver 65  co m p rise  6 %  o f A la sk a ’s  population. T h e re  are m ore 'han 2 5  c r im e s listed  for 

en h a ncem ent if a victim  i s  6 5  or o lder. T h e  A g en cy  w a s appointed in o ver 6600 o f th e se  c r im e s in 2004 (6%  o f 6606 

=  39 6  c r im e s a ga in st e ld erly , but so m e  reduction in th is num ber would be appropriate for c r im e s w here the state 

w ould not be able to prove that the defendant w a s re c k le s s  with regard to the victim being 65  or o ld e r ) , with over 

7 3 %  ( 4 8 5 1)  o f them involving m isd em ea no r c r im e s that would b ecom e fe lo n ie s . F e lo n ie s  are m uch m ore co st ly  to 

defend than m isd em e a n o rs. A m erican Bar A sso c ia t io n  national sta n d a rd s provide that an attorney sh o u ld  not handle 

m ore than 400 m isd em ea nor c a s e s  a year, or 15 0  fe lo n ie s a yea r. T h is  sh ift from m isdem ea nor to felony will 

in c re a se  the A g en cy  workload by one 2 /3  attorney p ositio n , factoring in support staff.

Prepared by: Linda K . W ilso n . Deputy D irector_______________________________________  P hone (9 0 7)3 34 -4 4 16

D iv is io n  Public D efender A g en cy___________________________________________________ D ate/Tim e 2/25 /0 5  2 :2 6  PM

Approved by: Michael Tibbies, Deputy Commissioner__________________    Date 2/25/2005_____
Agency Department of Administration_______________________________

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA F isca l Note N um ber: 6

2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill V e rs io n :

(H) P u b lish  Date:

C S H B  13 2 ( JU D )  

4/5/0 5

R e v is io n  D ate/T im e (Note if co rrect ion ) : Dept. A ffected :

T itle  C r im e s A g a in st the E ld erly B R U A la ska  Court S y ste m

C om p onent Trial C o u rts

S p o n so r  R ep re sen ta tive  S to ltz

R e q u e ste r C om p onent No.

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla r s]

N ote : A m ou n ts do not in c lu d e  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  noted be low .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2006 FY  2007 F Y  2008 F Y  2009 F Y  20 10 FY  2 0 1 1

P e rso n a l S e r v ic e s 2 9 .5 2 9 .5 2 9 5 2 9 .5 2 9 .5 2 9 .5

Travel 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 1

Contractua l 2 3 .6 2 3 .6 2 3 .6 2 3 .6 2 3 .6 2 3 .6

S u p p lie s

Equipm ent

Land & S tru ctu re s

G ra n ts & L 'a lm s

M isc e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 5 4 .2 5 4 .2 54 .2 54 .2 5 4 .2 54 .2

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  i | j 1

IC H A N G E IN  R E V E N U E S  ( ) i 1 1 j

FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s o f D o lla rs)

10 0 2  F ed era l R e c e ip t s

10 0 3  G F  M atch

10 0 4  G F 5 4 .2 54 .2 5 4 .2 5 4 .2 5 4 .2 54 .2

10 0 5  G F/P rogram  R e c e ip t s

1 0 3 7  G F/M enta l Health

O th er (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

T O T A L 54 .2 54 .2 54.2 54 .2 5 4 .2 54 .2

E st im a te  o f  any c u r re n t  y e a r  (FY20 0 5) c o s t : 0.0

C h e c k  t h i s  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  F Y  2006 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l:

P O S IT IO N S

Full-tim e

Part-time

Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
H o u s e  B ill 1 3 2  in c r e a s e s  th e  p e n a lt ie s  fo r  ce rta in  c r im e s  if th e  v ict im  i s  a p e r s o n  6 5  y e a r s  of a g e  o r  o ld e r . 

A lth o u g h  th e  b ill r a i s e s  th e  o f f e n s e  le v e l s  fo r  m a n y  c r im e s  a g a in s t  th e  e ld e r ly , th e  o n e s  lik e ly  to  im p a ct th e  

c o u r t  s y s t e m  a re  t h o s e  that w ill r a i s e  a n  o f f e n s e  fro m  a c l a s s  A  m isd e m e a n o r  to  a c l a s s  C  fe lo n y . F e lo n y  

c r im e s  a re  m o re  r e s o u r c e  in t e n s iv e  fo r  th e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  b e c a u s e  th e re  a re  g ra n d  ju ry  c o s t s ,  th e y  h a v e  a 

h ig h e r  tria i ra te  th a n  m is d e m e a n o r s  a n a , b e c a u se  d e fe n d a n t s  a re  su b je c t  to s u p e r v is e d  p ro b a t io n  b y  th e  

D e p a rtm e n t  o f  C o r r e c t io n s ,  th e y  a re  m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  b a ck  b e fo re  th e  co u rt  fo r  p e t it io n s  to  re v o k e  

p ro b a t io n . A c c o r d in g  to  th e  P u b lic  D e fe n d e r  A g e n c y , th e y  w e re  a p p o in te d  in  4 8 5 1  m isd e m e a n o r  c a s e s  in 

2 0 0 4  that w o u ld  b e  f e lo n ie s  u n d e r  H B  1 3 2  in  t h o s e  c a s e s  w h e re  th e  v ict im  w a s  6 5  y e a r s  o ld  o r  o ld e r . T h e  

P u b l ic  D e fe n d e r  a ls o  n o t e s  that c e n s u s  da ta  s h o w s  that ro u g h ly  6 %  o f  A la s k a 's  p o p u la tio n  i s  6 5  y e a r s  o f  

a g e  o r  o ld e r , t  ~ su m in g  that c r im e  v ic t im s

P-epared by: D oug W oo liver, A dm in istra tive  Attorney P h on e 90 7-463-4750

D iv is io n  A la sk a  C ourt S y ste m D ate/Tim o 3 /8/0 5 1 1 : 5 4  AM

A pproved by D oug W o o liv e r for S te p h a n ie  C o le , A dm in istra tive  D irector Date 3 /8/20 05

A g e n cy  A la sk a  C ourt S y ste m ____________________________________________________
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ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

are represented proportionally a cro ss age categories, the Public Defender numbers suggest that roughy 29 1 (6% of 4 8 5 1)  crimes 
against the elderly would rise  from misdem eanors to felonies under this b ill . Because the Public Defender Agency represents 
slightly over 60% of felony defendants, the number of new felony o ffen se s filed in the court system  is  likely to be roughly 450 ca se s

However, notwithstanding the fact that those 65 years of age or older represent 6% of the state's population, it is  not clear what 
percentage of crime victims actually fall into that category Because of that uncertainty and because of proof problems associated 
with the defendant having to act with reck le ss disregard for the age of the victim, this note will conservatively assum e that the 
passage of HB 13 2  will result in 200 (rather than 450) new felony c a se s  filed with the court each year. Because roughly 4% of 
felony c a se s  go to trial, this note reflects the trail co st s  associated with 8 new felony trials a year. T h is note does not reflect the 
additional g'and jury time that will be required for these new felonies nor does it include extra co sts associated with petitions to 
revoke prooation.

a year.
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F L A W

OFFICE OF THE A TTORNEY GENERAL

Commercial and Fair Business Section 
P.O BOX 110300
123 4™ ST. DIMOND COURTHOUSE 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99611-0300 
PHONE: (907)465-3600 
FAX: (907)465-2539

Frank H. Murkowski, Governor

March 1, 20oi

Sectional Analysis of HB 132 (Crimes Against Seniors)

(Prepared by the Department o f Law, March 1, 2005)

HB 132 would increase the penalties for certain offenses committed against persons 65 or 
older.

Sec. 1: Intent and findings. Section 1 sets out the intent and findings.

Sec. Increase in penalty for certain crimes against seniors. Section 2 adds a new 
section to the chapter that provides that for certain listed crimes, the seriousness of the 
offense is raised one level if  the offender committed the offense with reckless disregard 
that the victim was a person 65 years of age or older. For example, assault in the fourth 
degree, normally a class A misdemeanor, would be a class C felony if  the offender acted 
with reckless disregard th~t the victim was 65 years of age or older.

Sec. 3: Applicability. Section 3 makes the changes set out in sec. 2 applicable to 
offenses committed on or after July 1, 2005.

Sec. 4: Effective date. Section 4 sets out an effective date o f  July 1, 2005.
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A A R P  Alaska

February 23,2005

The Honorable Lesil McGuire, Chair 
House Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 118 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE: HB 132 (Stoltze)--Support
. . .  ,

Dear Chair McGuire:

On behalf of the AARP members in Alaska, we ask that you and your colleagues on the 
House Judiciary Committee support HB 132, authored by Representative Bill Stoltze and 
co-sponsored by you.

The intent of HB 132 is to increase the penalties for some crimes committed against a 
victim over 65 years of age. This includes crimes like burglary as well as fraud and 
identity theft Crime can have more severe consequences for older people than for 
younger persons, in c lu d in g  injuries that may need medical attention. Althou^li violent 
crime receives the most media attention, fraud and identity theft are becoming 
increasingly more serious and more prevalent and older people are often the targets. The 
loss of even modest amounts of money may be devastating to a retired victim living on a 
low, fixed ircome.

Older people experience the lowest rates of violent crime among all age groups.
However, the fear of crime adversely affects the behavior of many older people, and 
national surveys show that older people protect themselves by leaving their homes less 
often than younger persons. According tn AARP’s research, one-third of people age 50 
and older avoid going out at night because they arc concerned about crime.

We believe HB 132 may have some impact to deter those who prey on older victims, 
whether through violent crime, property crime, or fraud and identify theft. Any lessening 
of crime among older persons will help restore their freedom and help prevent them from 
becoming prisoners in their own homes.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me or 
Patrick Luby (907-762-3314), AARP Alaska Advocacy Director.

<•
3601 C Street, Suite 1420 | Anchorage, AK  #9503 | toll-Vree 366-227-7447 | 907-341-2270 fax | to ll-free 877-434-7593 TTY 
Marie F. Smith, President | W illiam  D. Novelli, Chief Executive Officer | www.aarp.org/ak

http://www.aarp.org/ak
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Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Marie Darlin. Coordinator 
Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt 506 
Juneau, AK 99801 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fax)

CC: Representative Tom Anderson
Representative Nancy Dahlstrom .i;
Representative John Coghill v
Representative Prte Kott 

••• Representative Lea Gara s
Representative Max Gruenberg • ' •< , 0
Representative Bill Stoltze
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Represen ta tive Bill Stoltze 
House o f Representa tives 
S ta te Capito l 
Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Represen ta tive Stoltze:

On beha lf o f the A laska Peace O fficers Associa tion (APOA), I would like 
to thank you fo r in troducing House Bill 132, re la ting to crim es against the 
e lderly .

The APOA Leg is la tive Comm ittee recently reviewed this proposed 
leg is la tion and decided to unan im ously support th is bill.

T h is bill increases the penalties for certa in crim es comm itted against the 
elderly. The num ber o f elderly is on the rise in A laska and with that the 
num ber o f e lde rly vic tim s is increasing. This leg isla tion acknow ledges the 
grow ing crim e aga ins t the elderly, and the serious effec ts the elderly 
su ffe r as a resu lt o f those crimes.

Thank you fo r addressing this issue. P lease con tact the APOA office in 
Ancho rage at (907) 277-0515 if there is anyth ing ou r organ iza tion can do 
to assis t in the passage o f this bill.

S incere l

Ange lla Cong 
S ta te P res iden t
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A A R P  Alaska

April 20,2005

The Honorable Ralph Seekins, Chair 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 125 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE: HB 132 (Stoltze)--Support

Dear Chair Seekins:

On behalf of the AARP members in Alaska, we ask that you and your colleagues on the 
Senate Judiciary Committee support HB 132, authored by Representative Bill Stolfce 
and co-sponsored by twelve of his colleagues, Republicans and Democrats alike..

The intent o f HB 132 is to increase the penalties for some crimes committed against a 
victim over 65 years of age. This includes crimes like burglary as well as fraud and 
identity theft Crime can have more severe consequences for older people than for 
younger persons, including injuries that may need medical attention. Although violent 
crime receives the most media attention, fraud and identity theft are becoming 
increasingly more serious and more prevalent and older people are often the targets. The 
loss of even modest amounts of money may be devastating to a retired victim living on a 
low, fixed income.

Older people experience the lowest rates o f violent crime among all age groups. 
However, the fear of crime adversely affects the behavior of many older people, and 
national surveys show that older people protect themselves by leaving their homes less 
often than younger persons. According to AARP’s research, one-third of people age 50 
and older avoid going out at night because they are concerned about crime.

We believe HB 132 may have some impact to deter those who prey on older victims, 
whether through violent crime, property crime, or fraud and identify theft. Any lessening 
of crime among older persons will help restore their freedom and help prevent them from 
becoming prisoners in their own homes.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me or 
Patrick Luby (907-762-3314), AARP Alaska Advocacy Director.

3601 C Street Suite 1420 | A n c h o re t ,  AK  99S03 | to ll-free 866-227-7447 | 907-341-2270 fax | toll-free 877-434-7598 TTY 
Marie F. Smith, President I W illiam  D. Novell), Chief Executive Officer | vwvw.aarp.org/ak
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Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

S 'oaJ Io* -
Marie Darlin, Coordinator 
Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506 
Juneau, AK 99801 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fax)

CC: Vico-Chair Charlie Huggins
Senator Gene Therriault 
Senator Hollis French 
Senator Gretchen Guess 
Representative Bill Stohzc


