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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  SB 287

For children in long-term  foster care, one o f  life’s m ost significant hurdles occurs w hen the 
child “ages out” o f  the sta te’s care. Often tim es, io ster children are ill prepared for life as an adult, 
w hether they choose to pursue education beyond high school o r seek the necessary training to jo in  the 
w ork force.

SB 287 establishes a program  that w ill give children in the custody o f  the S tate o f  A laska an 
opportunity  to pursue education and training after high school that they m ay not norm ally have.

The purpose o f  SB 287 is to allow churches, com m unity  organizations, non-profits, businesses 
and individuals to establish education savings accounts in the nam e o f  foster children. This bill w ould 
create a program  in which these organizations or individuals could contact the A laska Office o f  Faith- 
Based and Com m unity  Initiatives and make a donation that w ould establish a savings plan for a child 
who has been in foster care for m ore than two years.

SB 287 would, upon request, allow  the O ffice o f  C h ild ren ’s Services to release required 
inform ation for the A laska Office o f  Faith-Based and C om m unity Initiatives to open a 529 savings 
plan in the name o f  a foster child. The bill w ould provide a confidentiality  clause that would prohibit 
the O ffice o f  Faith-Based and C om m unity Initiatives from using the personal inform ation o f  foster 
children for any purpose other than the establishm ent and m aintenance o f  an education savings plan.

Once the necessary inform ation is received from the Office o f  C hildren’s Services, The Office 
o f  Faith-Based and C om m unity Initiatives would be responsible for w orking w ith the UA Board o f  
Regents, who adm inisters the UA College Savings Program , to establish and m aintain the individual 
education savings plan accounts. The bill would require that accounts be opened only  for long term  or 
perm anent w ards o f  the state (i.e. those children who have been in foster care for 2 o r m ore years).

U nder the provisions o f  this bill, the O ffice o f  Faith-Based and C om m unity  Initiatives would be 
responsible for the prom otion o f  the program  throughout the state.

In accordance w ith the rules o f  the UA college savings program , the m oney in these accounts 
could be used not only for college and university tuition, but also for vocational training and other 
education related expenses. U nder the term s o f  the UA college savings program , foster children could 
use this m oney at the eligible institution or training program  o f  their choice.

M any o f  A laska’s foster children have faced extrem ely  tough challenges, and deserve a 
program  that encourages A laskans to invest in their potential. This is im portant legislation for the 
children who represent the future o f  Alaska. I urge you to support the passage o f  SB 287.
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Y o u  a s k e d  if A la s k a  la w  p r o h ib i t s  in d iv id u a ls ,  c h u r c h e s ,  o r  o th e r  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  in A la s k a  fro m  
o p e n in g  c o l l e g e  s a v i n g s  p la n  a c c o u n t s  fo r  f o s te r  c h i ld re n .  S p e c if ic a l ly ,  y o u  w a n te d  to  k n o w  if 
t h e r e  a r e  a n y  r e s t r i c t io n s  th a t  w o u ld  p r e v e n t  p o te n t ia l  d o n o r s  f ro m  o b ta in in g  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
in fo rm a tio n  r e q u i r e d  to  o p e n  a  c o l l e g e  s a v in g s  p la n  a c c o u n t  fo r  a  f o s te r  ch ild . Y o u  w e r e  a l s o  
i n t e r e s t e d  in w h e th e r  a n y  o th e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  le g is la t io n  o r  in i t ia t iv e s  t h a t  m a k e  it p o s s ib le  fo r 
in d iv id u a ls  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to  o p e n  c o l l e g e  s a v in g s  p la n  a c c o u n t s  fo r  f o s t e r  c h i ld re n .

S u m m ar y

A lth o u g h  e v e r y  s t a t e  o f f e r s  a  c o l l e g e  s a v in g s  p la n  th a t  is  e l ig ib le  fo r  ta x  a d v a n t a g e s  u n d e r  s e c t io n  
5 2 9  o f  t h e  I n te rn a l  R e v e n u e  C o d e ,  o u r  a n a ly s i s  will f o c u s  o n  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  (U A ) 
C o l le g e  S a v i n g s  P la n .  T h e  i s s u e s  in v o lv in g  t h e  ty p e  o f  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a tio n  n e e d e d  to  o p e n  a n  
a c c o u n t ,  a n d  th e  a b ility  o f  p o te n t ia l  d o n o r s  to  o b ta in  th is  in fo rm a tio n  a r e  m o s t  like ly  s im ila r  to  th e  
i s s u e s  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  e n c o u n t e r e d  w ith  o th e r  c o l le g e  s a v i n g s  p la n s .  T h e  U A  C o l le g e  S a v in g s  
P la n  is  a  s t a t e - s p o n s o r e d  p r o g r a m  th a t  a l lo w s  a c c o u n t  h o ld e r s  to  a c c u m u l a t e  ta x - f r e e  in te r e s t  
e a r n in g s  fo r  t h e  e d u c a t io n a l  e x p e n s e s  o f  a  d e s i g n a t e d  b e n e f ic ia r y .  D u e  to  r e s t r ic t io n s  o n  a c c e s s

907-465-3991 
907-465-3908 (fax)

Alaska Legislature 
Legislative Research Services

w3. legis. state, ak. us/Research/research_home. htm

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801



to personal information about foster children, donors could not establish UA College Savings Plan 
accounts for foster children without modifications to either the college savings plan's policies, or 
confidentiality restrictions defined in state law.

In order to open a UA College Savings Plan account, the account holder must provide a number 
of pieces of personal information about the beneficiary, including the individual's full name, 
address, and social security number. According to a representative of the Department of Health 
and Social Services (DHSS). the Department could not provide a potential donor with this type of 
personal information about a foster child. Even if an account could be established, account 
holders receive regular statements that include the beneficiary's full name, which could also 
present a confidentiality problem.

Although there are barriers to unrelated donors establishing accounts for foster children it may be 
possible for donors to contribute to accounts for these youth. In order to contribute to a UA 
College Savings Plan account the only information needed is the account number and the name 
of the portfolio. Foster children themselves could be designated as both the account holder and 
the beneficiary, and donors could contribute to their accounts. One limitation to this arrangement 
is that the foster youth would be able to use the money for purpor es other than education when 
they reached age 18 (subject to tax and penalties). Another possibility is that the Department of 
Health and Social Services may be able to establish accounts for foster children and allow donors 
to contribute to them. In this arrangement DHSS would retain control of the funds and could 
assure that they wera only distributed for educational purposes.

Although there appear to be logistical challenges to establishing this type of program, at least one 
other state is working to allow donors to sponsor college savings plans for foster children. In 
December of 2005, the Treasurer’s Office of Missouri announced the BELIEVE program, which 
stands for Bringing Educational Leadership by Investing and Expecting Victory in Every Child. 
The goal of the program is to assist donors in establishing Missouri Savings for Tuition (MOST) 
accounts lor foster children. The Treasurer's office has identified a number of potential donors, 
but no accounts have been opened at this point.

T h e  U niversity O f  A laska  C o l l e g e  S avings P lan

The University of Alaska (UA) College Savings Plan is a “529’’ college savings plan, named for 
Section 529 of the Internal Revenue Code, that allows college savings to grow without incurring 
tax on interest earnings or distributions for qualified educational expenses T. Rowe Price 
manages the UA College Savings Plan and offers investors a number of investment approaches 
trom which to choose. Any U.S. citizen, resident alien, trust, corporation, or other organization 
can open an account, regardless or their state of residence, and the money can be used at 
eligible educational institutions both inside and outside of Alaska. Each account has one account 
holder, who establishes and controls the account, and one beneficiary. The account holder can 
also be the beneficiary; however, if the account holder is a minor, the account must also have a 
custodian to act on behalf of the minor until that individual reaches age 18. The minimum 
contribution to open an account is $250, or $50 if one is making regular contributions. The 
account holder can change the beneficiary, or transfer a portion of the investment to a different 
beneficiary; however, the new beneficiary must be a member of the previous beneficiary's family. 
State or local government agencies and tax-exempt organizations may establish accounts as part 
of a scholarship program with or without naming a beneficiary when opening the account. 
Although the account holder manages the account, anyone can contribute.
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The account holder can request a distribution from a College Savings account at any time; 
however, any interest earnings that are not used for qualified education expenses for the 
designated beneficiary are subject to stote and federal income taxes and a 1 0 % federal penalty. 
If a beneficiary does not go to college, the account holder can designate another beneficiary from 
the previous beneficiary's family, or request a distribution.'

M issouri’s  B e u e v e  P r o g r a m

Missouri State Treasurer. Sarah Steelman, recently spearheaded an initiative making it possible 
for any individual or group to establish a college savings account for a foster child. The 
Treasurer’s office initiated the BELIEVE program, which stands for Bringing Educational 
Leadership by Investing and Expecting Victory in Every Child, without any legislation or tax 
dollars.2 According to Doug Gaston, deputy state treasurer for the Missouri Treasurer’s Office, 
the BELIEVE program was inspired by the "I Have a Dream" Foundation, which provides 
academic support and tuition assistance to low-income students from elementary school through 
college. Both programs are based on the idea that students will achieve more if they know from a 
young age that someone believes in them, and that they will have the opportunity to attend 
college. 3 There have been a number of studies that have found that college completion rates for 
former foster children are much lower than for the general population.4

The Missouri State Treasurer’s office oversees the Missouri Savings for Tuition (MOST) college 
savings account program, which like the University of Alaska College Savings Plan, allows 
account holders to accumulate investment earnings tax-free as long as the money is used for the 
educational expenses of a designated beneficiary. Sponsors in the BELIVE program contribute 
to MOST accounts on behalf of foster children they select. Missouri offers a state tax deduction 
of up to $8,000 a year per taxpayer for contributions to MOST accounts. In December 2005, 
Bass Pro Shops became the first sponsor to commit to participate in the BELIEVE program, but 
no accounts have yet been established.

The BELIEVE program will begin with foster children who are eligible for adoption. According to 
Amy Martin, program development specialist for the Children’s Division of the Missouri 
Department of Social Services, her agency initially will provide sponsors with information about 
foster children who are available for adoption so that sponsors can select a child to support. The 
state, having full responsibility for children who are no longer subject to parental rights, is able to

1 ’Frequently Asked Questions and Plan Disclosure Document," The University ol Alaska College Savings Plan. April 
1,2005, available at: hnpJ7www.uacollegesavings.com/.

1 Steelman Launches “BELIEVE* Program to Help Get Foster Kids to College: Bass Pro is First Sponsor.’ Oflice of 
Missouri State Treasurer, Sarah Steelman, December 22, 2005. We include this press release a s  Attachment A.

5 Personal communication from Doug Gaston, deputy state treasurer, Missouri Treasurer's office. Mr. Gaston is very 
enthusiastic about the BELIEVE program and can be riached at (573) 751-4974.

4 One study that Includes a compilation of research on the topic of educational achievement for foster children, as 
well as, rates of college completion for former loster children In the Casey program is T h e  Casey National Alumni Study,’ 
from Casey Family Programs. This study is available at www.casey.org
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d i s c lo s e  c e r t a in  in f o r m a tio n ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  c h i ld ’s  a g e ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  g e n d e r ,  a n d  firs t n a m e *  T h is  
in fo rm a tio n  is  a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  M is s o u r i  A d o p tio n  P h o to - L is t in g .9 T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  m a y  
e x p a n d  t h e  p r o g r a m  to  in c lu d e  c h i ld re n  in lo n g  te r m  f o s te r  c a r e ;  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  c h i ld re n  
r e m a in  s u b j e c t  to  p a r e n t a l  r ig h ts ,  a  r e l e a s e  f ro m  th e  c o u r t  m a y  b e  n e c e s  a r y  to  p r o v id e  
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  t h e s e  c h i ld r e n  to  p o te n t ia l  s p o n s o r s .  N o  o n e  w e  s p o k e  to  f ro m  th e  M is s o u r i  
T r e a s u r e r 's  O ff ic e  o r  D e p a r tm e n t  o f S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s  w a s  a b l e  to  p r o v id e  s p e c i f ic  in fo rm a tio n  
a b o u t  h o w  e x a c t ly  t h e  a c c o u n t s  w o u ld  b e  s e t  u p ,  in c lu d in g  w h o  w o u ld  b e  t h e  a c c o u n t  h o ld e r .  M r. 
G a s to n  m e n t io n e d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  c o n s id e r in g  s e t t in g  u p  a  5 0 1  (c )3  n o n -p ro f i t  o r g a n iz a t io n  to  
h a n d le  l a r g e  c o r p o r a t e  d o n a t io n s  a n d  to  s e l e c t  s t u d e n t s  to  r e c e iv e  d o n a t e d  f u n d s .

R e s t r ic t io n s  o n  p u b lic  a c c e s s  to  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  f o s te r  c h i ld r e n  c o u ld  p r e v e n t  
o r g a n iz a t i o n s  o r  in d iv id u a ls  f ro m  r c t i n g  a s  a c c o u n t  h o ld e r s  fo r  U A  C o l le g e  S a v in g s  P la n  a c c o u n t .1 
fo r  c h i ld re n  in s t a t e  c u s to d y .  In o r d e r  to  o p e n  a n  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  a c c o u n t  h o ld e r  m u s t  s u p p ly  a  
n u m b e r  o f p i e c e s  o f p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  t h e  b e n e f ic ia r y ,  in c lu d in g  t h e  in d iv id u a l’s  full 
n a m e ,  a d d r e s s ,  a n d  s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  n u m b e r .  E v e n  if t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l  
S e r v i c e s  c o u ld  p r o v id e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  a  c h ild  d ir e c t ly  to  th e  p la n ,  
a c c o r d in g  to  U A  C o l le g e  S a v in g s  P la n  s ta f f ,  a c c o u n t  h o ld e r -  r e c e iv e  r e g u la r  s t a t e m e n t s  th a t  
c o n ta in  th e  b e n e f ic ia r y ’s  f irs t  a n d  la s t  n a m e . 7 T h is  a p p e a r s  to  b e  a  p r o b le m  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  A la s k a  
law . P u r s u a n t  to  A S  4 7 .1 0 .0 9 0  (d ),

T h e  n a m e  o r  p ic tu r e  o f  a  c h ild  u n d e r  t h e  ju r is d ic t io n  o f th e  c o u r t  m a y  n o t  b e  
m a d e  p u b lic  in c o n n e c t io n  w ith  t h e  c h i ld 's  s t a t u s  a s  a  c h i ld  in n e e d  o f a id  u n l e s s  
a u th o r i z e d  b y  o r d e r  of t h e  c o u r t  o r  u n l e s s  to  im p le m e n t  th e  p e r m a n e n c y  p la n  fo r 
a  c h i ld  a f t e r  a ll p a r e n t a l  r ig h ts  o f  c u s to d y  h a v e  b e e n  te r m in a te d .

A la s k a  S t a t u t e  4 7 .1 0 .0 9 2  a d d r e s s e s  d i s c lo s u r e  of in fo rm a tio n  to  c e r ta in  p u b lic  o f f ic ia ls  a n d  
e m p lo y e e s ,  a n d  A la s k a  S t a t u t e  4 7 .1 0 .0 9 3  p r o v id e s  fo r d i s c lo s u r e  to  s p e c i f i e d  in d iv id u a ls .  T h e s e  
s t a t u t e s  a p p e a r  to  c o n ta in  p r o v is io n s  t h a t  d is a l lo w  th e  d i s c lo s u r e  o f  p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a tio n  to  a  
d o n o r  w ith o u t  a  c o u r t  o r d e r .8

R e c e n t  c h a n g e s  to  s t a t e  s t a t u t e  f o c u s e d  o n  f a c il i ta t in g  a d o p t io n  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a t  t im e s  s o m e  
p e r s o n a l  in f o r m a tio n  a b o u t  c h i ld re n  in th e  s t a t e ’s  c u s to d y  is  d i s c lo s e d ,  b u t  ty p ic a lly  n o t  la s t  
n a m e s .  T h e  A la s k a  A d o p tio n  E x c h a n g e  p r o v id e s  a n  o n - l in e  d a t a b a s e  in c lu d in g  p h o to g r a p h s ,  f irs t 
n a m e s ,  a g e s ,  a n d  d e s c r ip t i o n s  o f A la s k a n  c h i ld re n  e lig ib le  fo r  a d o p t io n .  T h e  s i te  is  m a n a g e d  
u n d e r  a  c o n t r a c t  w ith  t h e  S t a t e  o f A la s k a  O ff ic e  o f C h i ld r e n 's  S e r v i c e s .9 A c c o rd in g  to  M ike

* Personal communication from Amy Martin, program development specialist, Children's Division of the Missouri 
Department of Social Services. Ms. Martin can be reached at (573) 522-8024.

e The Missoun Adoption Photo-Listing can be found at: h ttp j/www.adoptuskids.org/states/ma/saarch.html.

’ Personal communication from Bonnie Carroll, senior program specialist, University of Alaska Scholars and 
University of Alaska College Savings Plan. Ms. Carroll can be reached at (907) 474-5671.

'  /''aska Statutes 47.10.090-47.10.093. We indude these statutes as Attachment B.

’  The Alaska Adoption Exchange, available aL http://www.akae.org/.

P otential B arriers  t o  Do n o r s  E stablishing A c c o u n t s
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Lesmann, community relations manager for the Alaska Office of Children's Services, until a 2C05 
modification of the statute, a court order was needed to place profiles of children on the website.

The court order became unnecessary after the language "unless to implement the permanency 
plan for a child after all parental rights of custody have been terminated" was added to AS 
47.10.090 by Chapter 64, SLA 2005. Implementing the permanency plan involves efforts to 
establish a legal guardian or adoptive parent for a foster child, or in some cases arranging long 
term foster care until the child is emancipated. According to Mr. Lesmann, the legislation was 
prompted by the Department of Health and Social Service's (DHSS) desire to implement the 
national “Wednesday’s child" program. The program involved the Department working with ABC 
Alaska’s Superstation to showcase on television children who are legally free for adoption. The 
statutory change allows DHSS to share a child’s first name, age, and hobbies in order to promote 
the child being adopted.10

Although restrictions on personal information access are barriers to donors acting as account 
holders for foster children, once an account is established anyone can contribute to it. For 
example, if the Department of Health and Social Sen/ices, or a.iother entity with access to 
privileged information about foster children, were to open a UA College Savings account anyone 
could put money into it. In order to contribute to an account, a person need know only the 
account number and which portfolio has been selected.11 It could be possible for account 
numbers to be associated with the first names and short descriptions of foster children so that a 
donor could select a specific child’s account to which he or she will contribute. Under this type of 
arrangement, the donor would be turning over control of the funds to the account holder.

University of Alaska College Savings Plan Accounts have a number of properties that may or may 
not serve the goals of a potential program matching donoiS with foster children. First, the 
account holder ultimately retains control of the funds. If donors were able to act as account 
holders, they would be able to withdraw money from their accounts at any point in time. If the 
foster child was the account holder, once the child reached age 18, he or she could withdraw the 
money, subject to taxes and penalties, for any purpose.

Another potential challenge is account holder’s reactions if the designated beneficiary isn’t ready 
to attend college right after high school, or does not chose to attend college at all. According to 
Dorothy Douglas, independent living program coordinator for the Department of Health and Social 
Services, many foster children are not ready to attend post-secondary education immediately 
after completing high school or earning a General Education Diploma. She noted that many 
former foster children do not begin college or vocational training until they are in their twenties. 
This can limit foster children’s eligibility for aid under the federal Chafee program, which provides 
DHSS with funding to assist foster children with grants of up to $5,000 a year for educational 
expenses until they reach age 23.12 Donors would need to understand this characteristic of the 
population, and be willing to not withdraw financial support if a former foster child did not continue 
his or her education right away.

10 Personal communication from Mike Lesmann, community relations manager and legislative liaison, Division of 
Children's Services, Alaska Department of Health and Social Services. Mr. Lesmann can be reached at (907) 465-3543.

"  Bonnie Carroll.

11 In addition to the Chalee program, each year the University of Alaska offers five four-year full-tuition scholarships
to foster children. Personal communication with Dorothy Douglas, Independent living program coordinator, Department of 
Health and Social Services. Ms. Douglas can be reached at (907) 465-8659.
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If th e  o r ig in a lly  d e s i g n a t e d  b e n e f ic ia r y  d id  n o t d e c id e  to  u s e  t h e  a c c o u n t  fo r  e d u c a t io n  w ith in  a  
c e r ta in  t im e  f r a m e ,  t h e  b e n e f ic ia r y  o n  t h e  a c c o u n t  c o u ld  b e  c h a n g e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  n e w  
b e n e f ic ia r y  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  a  m e m b e r  of th e  o r ig in a l b e n e f ic ia r y ’s  fam ily . In t h e  c a s e  o f f o s te r  
a n d  a d o p t e d  c h i ld r e n  it c o u ld  p r o v e  c h a l le n g in g  to  id e n tify  a n o t h e r  e lig ib le  b e n e f ic ia r y  w h o  m e e t s  
t h e  I n te rn a l  R e v e n u e  S e r v i c e ’s  d e f in itio n  o f fa m ily .13 If n o  a c c e p t a b l e  n e w  b e n e f ic ia r y  is  
id e n tif ie d , th e  a c c o u n t  h o ld e r  c a n  r e q u e s t  a  d is tr ib u t io n  o f th e  f u n d s  b u t  m u s t  p a y  f e d e r a l  a n d  
s t a t e  in c o m e  t a x e s ,  a s  w e ll a s  a  1 0 %  f e d e r a l  p e n a l ty ,  o n  th e  e a r n in g s  p o r t io n  of t h e  d is tr ib u t io n .

W h ile  M is so u r i  is  a b l e  to  o f fe r  d o n o r s  u p  to  a n  $ 8 ,0 0 0  ta x  d e d u c t io n  o n  th e i r  s t a t e  in c o m e  t a x e s ,  
A la s k a  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a b l e  to  o f fe r  a  s im ila r  in c e n t iv e  to  in d iv id u a ls  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is  n o  s t a t e  
in c o m e  ta x .  C o n t r ib u t io n s  to  a  UA C o l le g e  S a v in g s  P la n  a c c o u n t  a r e  n o t  ta x - d e d u c t ib le  a t  th e  
f e d e r a l  le v e l, w h ic h  c o u ld  m a k e  d o n a t in g  to  th is  ty p e  o f p r o g r a m  l e s s  a p p e a l in g  to  p o te n t ia l  
s p o n s o r s  th a n  m a k in g  a  t a x - d e d u c t ib le  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  a  n o n -p ro f it  o r g a n iz a t io n .

I h o p e  y o u  fin d  th is  in fo rm a tio n  to  b e  u s e f u l .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to  c o n t a c t  u s  if y o u  h a v e  
q u e s t i o n s  o r  n e e d  a d d i t io n a l  in fo im a tio n .

,5 According to Sections 152 and 529 of the Internal Revenue Code, for the purposes of changing the beneficiary of 
a college savings plan account a 'member of the family' includes the beneficiary's spouse, first cousin, and the foilowtng 
relations and their spouses: children, stepchildren, siblings, stepsiblings, parents, stepparents, nieces, nephews, aunts, 
uncles, son-in-laws, daughter-in-laws, father-in-laws, mother-in-laws, brother-in-laws, or sister-in-laws.
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PRESS RELEASE 
Office o f Missouri State Treasurer 

Sarah Steelman
F O R  IM M E D IA T E  R E L E A SE  -  D ecem ber 22, 2005

Steelman Launches “ BEL IEVE ”  Program to Help Get Foster Kids to 
College: Bass Pro is First Sponsor

SPRINGFIELD Mo. -- Christmas came a few days early for some special M issourians. State Treasurer Sarah 
Steelman today kicked o ff a statewide initiative to give crucial help to M issouri’s foster children. The project, called 
BELIEVE, is a partnership between the Treasurer’s office and the citizens and organizations o f the state to provide
college savings accounts for these children -  all at no cost to taxpayers.

Steelman, who oversees the state’s tax-preferred 529 college savings plan, called MOST, said the program was a 
gift for all M issourians.

“There are thousands o f  precious children in foster care in Missouri today,” Steelman said. “They are all special, 
they all were wondrously created and were given to us for a unique and important purposes. Today we have a new way to 
help them, to give them a way to fulfill their destinies, and a reason to hope."

Bass Pro Shops appeared with Steelman at the launch, and were announced as BELlEV E's first partners, having 
selected two foster children to sponsor, and will now work with the Treasurer’s office to set up MOST accounts for them.

“ We believe in this program, and in the potential it holds for these foster children,” Bass Pro spokesman and 
Outdoor Educator Larry W hiteley said. “T hat’s why Bass Pro Shops is proud to be the first to join this program to help 
these at-risk foster children.”

BELIEVE is an acronym  for Bringing Educational Leadership By Investing and Expecting Victory in Every
Child, and Steelman says that is ju s t what her progtam  does.

“There is magic inside each o f these kids. As a mother, I know that the key to a child’s success is belief in 
themselves.

“ For most kids, it’s their parent who instills this confidence, but many foster children don’t have anyone who 
believes in them. When they turn 18, most o f  them have nowhere to go. This is a wonderful way for Missourians to truly 
make a difference in these children’s lives,” said Steelman.

httD://www treasurer.m o.eo\ 'nressroom /BelieveLaunch.htm l i m /? n n *
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ALASKA STATUTES 
2006 by The State of Alaska 

and Matthew Bender &
Company, Inc. 

a member o f the LexisNexis 
Group.

All Rights Reserved.

CURRENT THRU ALL 2005 LEGISLATION • • •
• • •  ANNOTATIONS CURRENT THRU OPINIONS DECIDED • • •

AS OF SEPTEMBER 23. 2005 •**

TITLE 47. WELFARE. SOCIAL SERVICES AND INSTITUTIONS 
CHAPTER 10. CHILDREN IN NEED OF AID 

ARTICLE 1. CHILDREN S PROCEEDINGS

G O  TO  C O D E A R CH IV E DIRECTORY FO R T H IS JU R ISD IC T IO N

Alaska Slat. § 47.10.090 (2006)

Sec. 47.10.090. Court records

(a) The court shall make and keep records of all eases brought before it.

(b) / Repealed. § 55 eh 59 SLA 1996.1

(c) Within 30 days after the date of a child's 18th birthday or, if the court retains jurisdiction of a child past the child's 
18th birthday, within 30 days after the date on which the court releases jurisdiction over the child, the court shall order all 
the court's official records pertaining to that child ■ a proceeding under this chapter sealed. A person may not use these 
scaled records unless authorized by order of the court upon a finding of good cause.

(d) The name or picture o f a child under the jurisdiction of the court may not be made public in connection with the 
child’s status as a child in need o f aid unless authorized by order o( the court or unless to implement the permanency 
plan for a child after all parental rights o f custody have been terminated. This subsection docs not prohibit the release of 
aggregate ormation for statistical or other informational purposes if the identity of any particular person is not revealed 
by the release.

(e) The court's official records under this chapter may be inspected only wiu> the court's permission and only by 
persons having a legitimate interest in them. A foster parent is considered to have a legitimate interest in those portions 
o f the court's records relating to a child who is placed by the department with the foster parent or who the department 
proposes for placement with the foster parent

HISTORY: (§ 10(3)(4) ait I eh 145 SLA 1957; am § I eh 124 SLA 1972; am § 1 eh 90 SLA 1975; am § 20 eh 63 SLA 
1977; am § 4  eh 130 SLA 1988. am § 56 eh 50 SLA 1989; am § I eh 98 SLA 1994, am § 12 eh 113 SLA 1994, am §§ 
2 9 - 3 1 ,  55 eh 59 SLA 1996; am § 34 eh 99 SLA 1998. am §§ 18. 19 eh 64 SLA 2005)

NOTES:
CROSS REFERENCES.—For similar provisions related to delinquent minors, see AS 47.12.300.

For effect of the 1998 amendment to subsection (e) on the Alaska Child in Need of Aid Rules, see § 78. ch. 99, SLA 
1998 in the 1998 Temporary and Special Acts.

For the text of the amendment o f Rule 22(c), Child in Need of Aid Rules of Procedure, setting out a conforming court 
rule change consistent with the 2005 amendment of (d) o f this section, sec § 55, ch. 64, SLA 2005, in the 2005 Temporary 
and Special Acts.
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ALASKA STATUTES 
2006 by The State of Alaska 

a rd  Matthew Bender &
Company. Inc. 

a member of the LexisNexis 
Group.

All Rights Reserved.

• • •  CUP -CENT THRU ALL 2005 LEGISLATION 
• • •  ANNOTATiONS CURRENT THRU OPINIONS DECIDED *•*

♦* AS OP SEPTEMBER 23. 2005 • • •

TITLE 47 V> iLFARE, SOCIAL SERVICES AND INSTITUTIONS 
C hAPTER 10. CHILDREN IN NEED OF AID 

VRTICLE 1. CHILDREN'S PROCEEDINGS

G O  T O  C O D E A R C H IV E D IRECTO RY  FO R T H IS JU R IS D IC T IO N

Alaska Slat. § 47.10.092 (2006)

Sec. 47.10.092. Disclosure to cen.i n public officials and employees

(a) Notwithstanding AS 47.10 90 and 47.10.093, a parent or legal guardian o f a child subject t a proceeding under 
AS 47.10.005 -  47.10.142 may disclose confidential or privileged information about the child oi the child's family, 
including information that has be awfully obtained from agency or court files, to the governor, the lieutenant governor, 
a legislator, the ombudsman appointed under AS 24.55, the attorney general, and the commissioner of health and social 
services, administration, or public safety, or an employee of these persons, for review or use in their official capacities. 
The Department o f Health and Social Services and the Department of Administration shall disclose additional confidential 
or privileged information, excluding privileged attomey-client information, and make copies o f documents available for 
inspection about the child or the c tild 's family to these state officials or employees for review or use in their official 
capacities upon request o f the official ir employee and submission of satisfactory evidence that a parent or legal guardian 
of the child has requested the state official's assistance in the case as part o f the official's duties. A person to whom 
disclosure is made under this section may not disclose confidential or privileged information about the child or the child's 
family to a person not authorized to receive it.

(b) The disclosure right under (a) o f  this section is in addition to, and not in derogation of, the rights of a parent or 
legal guardian o f a minor.

(c) The obligations under (a) of this section remain in effect throughout the period that the child is in the custody 
o f the department, including after the parent's parental rights have been terminated with respect to the child, unless the 
child's parent or legal guardian who made the disclosure under (a) o f this section subsequently files a notice with the 
Department o f Health and Social Services i >at the assistance of the slate official or employee is no longer requested.

(d) The Department o f Health and Sociai Services shall notify an official identified under (a) of this section of the 
opportunity for a parent to file a grievance under AS 47.10.098 when the official is denied access to all or part o f a 
requested record

(c) A person who violates a provision of this section is guilt" o f a misdemeanor, and upon conviction is punishable by 
a fine of not more than S500 or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by both.

HISTORY: (§ 2 ch 98 SLA 1994; am § 50 ch 30 SLA 1996; am § I ch 64 SLA 1997; am § 35 ch 99 SLA 1998; am §§ 
20,21 ch 64 SLA 2005)

1 o f 1 DOCUMENT
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2006 by The Stale of Alaska 

and Matthew Bender &
Company. Inc. 

a member o f the LcxisNexis 
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• • •  CURRENT THRU ALL 2005 LEGISLATION • • •
ANNOTATIONS CURRENT THRU OPINIONS DECIDED • • •

AS OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2005

TITLE 47. WELFARE. SOCIAL SERVICES AND INSTITUTIONS 
CHAPTER 10. CHILDREN IN NEED OF AID 

ARTICLE I CHILDREN'S PROCEEDINGS

G O  T O  C O D E A R CH IV E DIRECTORY FO R  TH IS JU R IS D IC T IO N

Alaska Slat. §47.10.093 (2006)

Sec. 47.10.093. Disclosure o f agency records

(a) Except as permitted in AS 47.10.092 and in (b) — (g) and (i) — ( / )  of this section, all information and social records 
pertaining to a child who is subject to this chapter or AS 47.17 prepared by or in the possession o f a federal, state, or 
municipal agency or employee in the discharge of the agency's or employee's official duty are privileged and may not be 
disclosed directly or indirectly to anyone without a court order.

(b) A state or municipal agency or employee shall disclose appropriate confidential information regarding a case to

(1) a guardian ad litem appointed by the court;

(2) a person or an agency requested by the department or the child's legal custodian to provide consultation or 
services for a child who is subject to the jurisdiction of the court under AS 47.10 010 as necessary to enable the provision 
o f the consultation or services;

(3) an out-of-hom e care provider as necessary to enable the out-of-hom e care provider to provide appropriate care 
to the child, to protect the safety of the child, and to protect the safety and property of family members and visitors of the 
out-of-hom e care provider;

(4) a school official as necessary to enable the school to provide appropriate counseling and support services to a 
child who is the subject of the case, to protect the safety of the child, and to protect the safety o f school students and staff;

(5) a governmental agency as necessary to obtain that agency's assistance for the department in its investigation or 
to obtain physical custody o f a child;

(6) a law enforcement agency o f  this state or another jurisdiction as necessary for the protection of any child or for 
actions by that agency to protect the public safety;

(7) a member o f a multidisciplinary child protection team created under AS 47.14.300 as necessary for the 
performance o f the member's duties;

(8) the state medical examiner under AS 12.65 as necessary for the performance o f the duties of the state medical 
examiner;

(9) a person who has made a report o f harm as required by AS 47.17.020 to inform the person that the investigation 
was completed and of action taken to protect the child who was the subject o f the report;

1 of I DOCUMENT
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(10) the child support services agency established in AS 25.27 010 as necessary to establish and collect child support 
for a child who is a child in need o f aid under this chapter.

(11) a parent, guardian, or caregiver of a child or an entity responsible for ensuring the safety of children as necessary 
to protect the safety o f a child; and

(12) a review panel established by the department for the purpose o f reviewing the actions taken by the department 
in a specific case.

(c) A state or municipal law enforcement agency shall disclose information regarding a cose that is needed by the 
person or agency charged with making a preliminary investigation for the information o f the court u n d 'r  AS 47.10.020

(d) I Repealed. § 55 ch 59 SLA 1996/

(e) IRepealed. § 55 ch 59 SLA 1996. /

(0  The department may release to a person with a legitimate interest confidential information relating to children not 
subject to the jurisdiction o f the court under AS 47.10.010.

(g) The department and affected law enforcement agencies shall work with school districts and private schools to 
develop procedures for the disclosure o f confidential information to a school official under (b)(4) of this section, The 
procedures must provide a method for informing the principal or th- principal's designee o f the school that the student 
attends as soon os it is reasonably practicable.

(h) I Repealed § 55 ch 59 SLA 1996-1

(i) The commissioner o f health and social services or the commissioner's designee or the commissioner of 
administration or the commissioner s designee, as appropriate, may disclose to the public, upon request, confidential 
information, as set out in (j) o f this section, when

(1) the parent or guardian o f a child who is the subject o f a report of harm under AS 47.17 has made a public 
disclosure concerning the department's involvement with the family;

(2) the alleged perpetrator named in a report of harm under AS 47.17 has been charged with a crime concerning the 
alleged abuse or neglect; or

(3) a report o f harm under AS 47 17 has resulted in the fatality or near fatality of that child.

(j) The type o f information that may be publicly disclosed under (i) of this section is information related to the 
determination, if any, made by the department regarding ihe validity o f a report of harm under AS 47.17 and the 
department's activities arising from the department's investigation of the report. The commissioner or the commissioner's 
designee

(1) shall withhold disclosure of the child's name, picture, or other information that would readily lead to the 
identification o f the child if the department determines that the disclosure would be contrary to the best interests of the 
child, the child's siblings, or other children in the child's household; or

(2) after consultation w ith a prosecuting attorney, shall withhold disclosure of information that would reasonably be 
expected to interfere with a criminal investigation or proceeding or a criminal defendant’s right to a fair trial in a criminal 
proceeding.

(k) Except for a disclosure made under (i) of this section, a person to whom disclosure is made under this section may 
not disclose confidential information about the child or the child's family to a person not authorized to receive it.

( I ) The Department o f  Health and Social Services and the Department o f Administration shall adopt regulations to 
implement and interpret the duties o f the respective department under this section, including regulations governing the 
release of confidential information and identifying a sufficient legitimate interest under (0  o f this section.

(m) A person may not bnng an action for damages against the state, the commissioner, or the commissioner's designee 
based on the disclosure or nondisclosure o f information under (i) of this section except for civil damages resulting from 
gross negligence or reckless or intentional misconduct.

(n) A person who discloses confidential information in violation o f this section is guilty o f a class B misdemeanor
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(o) In this section, -school" means a public or private elementary or secondary school.

HISTORY: (§ 13 ch 113 SLA 1994. am §§ 1, 2 ch 32 SLA 1995; am §§ 32 -  34 .55  ch 59 SLA 1996; am § 4 ch 94 SLA 
1997; am § 36 ch 99 SLA 1998; am § 69 ch 35 SLA 2003: am § 31 ch 99 SLA 2004; am §§ 22 -  27 ch 64 SLA 2005)

NOTES:
REVISOR'S NOTES —A reference to “AS 47.10.092" was inserted in (a) o f this section in 1994 to harmonize the 
amendments to AS 47.10 made by ch. 98, SLA 1994, and ch. 113, SLA 1994.

Subsections (g) and former (h) were enacted as (h) and (i), respectively. Rclcttered in 1995, at which time former 
subsection (g) was rclcttered as (i) and the internal reference in (a) was conformed.

In 2004, "child support enforcement agency" was changed to "child support services agency" in (b) of this section in 
accordance with § 12(a), ch. 107, SLA 2004.

Subsections (i) — (m) were enacted as (k) — (o) and rclcttered in 2005, at which time former subsections (i) and (j) were 
rclcttered as subsections (n) and (o) and internal references in subsections (a), (I), (j). (k), and (m) were conformed.

CROSS REFERENCES —For similar provisions relating to delinquent minors, sec AS 47.12.310.

EFFECT OF AM ENDM ENTS.—The 1995 amendment, effective May 20, 1995, added a subsection reference in 
subsection (a) and added subsections (g). former (h), and (j).

The 1996 amendment, effective September 10, 1996, in subsection (a), deleted ", including driver's license actions 
under AS 28.15.185," following "official duty" near the end and made a section reference substitution; in subsection (b), 
repealed paragraph (6), made a subsection reference substitution, and made minor related changes; in subsection (c), 
repealed paragraphs (2)—(5); in subsection (g), deleted a section reference; and repealed subsections (d), (e), and (h).

The 1997 amendment, effective June 21, 1997, in subsection (b). inserted "board or local review" near the middle of 
paragraph (1) and, in paragraph (3), inserted "enable the school to provide appropriate counseling and support services to 
the minor who is the subject of the case, to protect the .* ffety o f the minor who is the subject of the case, and to."

The 1998 amendment, effective September 14, 1998, rewrote subsection (b).
'Ihc 2003 amendment, effective June 3,2003, deleted "or to a citizen review board or local review panel for permanency 

planning authorized by AS 47.14 200 or 47.14.220” from the end of paragraph (b)(1).
The 2004 amendment, effective June 26, 2004, substituted "(b)(4)" for "(b)(3)" in the first sentence of subsection (g). 
The 2005 amendment, effective July 1,2005, in subsection (a) substituted "permitted" for "specified," updated subsection 

references, and substituted "child" for "minor"; in subsection (b) added paragraphs (11) and (12) and otherwise rewrote 
the subsection; rewrote subsection (c); in subsection (f) inserted "confidential", substituted "children" for "minors”, and 
deleted the last sentence; in subsection (g) inserted "confidential" and made stylistic changes; and added subsections (k)- 
(o) [now (i)-(m)].

EDITOR'S NOTES.—Section 16(2), ch. 113, SLA 1994 provides that this section, as added by § 13, ch. 113, SLA 1994 
"applies to offenses committed on or after September I, 1994."

Section 61(b), ch. 64, SLA 2005, provides that the 2005 amendments o f this section have "the effect of changing Rule 
22, Alaska Child in Need o f Aid Rules o f Procedure, by allowing the disclosure of confidential information pertaining to 
a child, including a child's name or picture to be made public in certain circumstances."

Under § 62(b), ch. 64, SLA 2005, the 2005 amendments to this section apply "to all proceedings and hearings conducted 
on or after July 1, 2005."

Under § 62(c), ch. 64, SLA 2005. the 2005 amendments to this section "apply to all information, records, and files 
created on or after July I, 2005; however, if a file contains information and records that were created before July I, 2005, 
that information and those records retain the confidentiality that they had under the law on June 30,2005."

USER NOTE; For more generally applicable notes, sec notes under the first section of this article, chapter or title.
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D ear S e n a to r  E llis :
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sp o n so rin g  S e n a te  B ill 28 7 , an  ac t e s ta b lish in g  a  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  sa v in g s  p ro g ra m  fo r 
ch ild re n  in s ta te  fo s te r care . T h e  A lask a  C o n fe re n c e  o f  C a th o lic  B ish o p s is th e  o ffic ia l 
p u b lic  p o licy  v o ic e  o f  th e  R o m a n  C a th o lic  C h u rch  in A laska .

W e a p p re c ia te  y o u r th o u g h tfu ln e ss  in  p ro p o s in g  an  in n o v a tiv e  w ay  to  a ss is t e lig ib le  
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T u rn in g  from  se lf- lo v e  to w ard  lov e  o f  n e ig h b o r  is a  c en tra l tea ch in g  o f  th e  G o sp e l 
m essag e . S B 2 8 7  p ro v id e s  a n o th e r  w ay  fo r  A lask a n s  to  p u t th is  teach in g  in to  p rac tice  
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D e a r S e n a to r  E llis ,

T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u r  le tte r  c o n c e rn in g  S e n a te  B ill 2 8 7 . I am  very  p le ased  tha t y o u  arc  
p iu p o s in g  le g is la tio n  tha t o ffe rs  in c rea se d  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r F o s te r  C h ild ren  in th e  state  
o f  A lask a . I to o  b e lie v e  tha t th e se  c h ild re n  d e se rv e  a n d  sh o u ld  be  ab le  to  tak e  ev ery  
a d v a n ta g e  o f  p ro g ram s tha t e n h a n c e  th e ir  a b ility  to  su c ce ed  in life  and  b ec o m e  . 
re sp o n s ib le , p ro d u c tiv e  adu lts .

A la sk a  C o m m u n ity  S e rv ic es  v o lu n tee rs  p ro v id e  se rv ic es  to  th ese  and  m an y  o th e r  
c h ild re n  a c ro ss  th e  s ta te  th ro u g h  o u r F o s te r  G ra n d p a re n t P ro g ram . I am  c erta in  th a t they  
a re  a lso  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  the  fu tu re  o f  th e se  c h ild re n , and  w ill lend  th e ir  su p p o rt to  th is 
leg is la tio n . I w ill req u e s t the  su p p o rt o f  m y  le g is la to rs  fo r SB  2 8 7  and  a lso  ask  th a t m y 
c o lle a g u e s  d o  so  a s  w ell.

D u rin g  th is  tim e  w hen  m o st o f  o u r  fo cu s  se e m s  to  b e  p rim arily  on  p ip e lin e s  and  tax es , 1 
th a n k  yo u  fo r y o u r  o n g o in g  su p p o rt o f  a n d  c o m m itm e n t to p ro g ram s tha t ad d re ss  the  
n eed s o f  d is a d v a n ta g e d  o r  d ev a lu e d  A lask a n s .

S in c e r e l jy '

'  M i
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r

http://www.akcommunityservjces.org
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S T A T E M E N T  O F S U P P O R T  
E stab lish in g  E d ucation  Savings A ccounts for F o s te r C h ild ren  in A laska

C hild ren  in  the  foster ca re  system  face sign ifican t cha llenges w hen  th e y  age  o u t o f  state 
care. O ften, these  ch ild ren  do  no t have a  p lan  o r  the m eans to access  jo b  tra in in g  o r  p o s t­
secon dary  education . W ith  a  p rogram  in  p lace  w h ereb y  con cern ed  o rg an iza tio n s and 
c itizens can  estab lish  sav in gs accounts in  the nam es o f  foster ch ild ren , th ese  ch ild ren  w ill 
have o p po rtun ities  bey o n d  h igh  school.

A laska ’s fo ste r ch ild ren  deserve  a  p rogram  that invests in  the ir p o ten tia l. A laska  should  
create  a p ro g ram  d es ig n ed  to give ch ild ren  in foster care  the o p p o rtu n ity  to  p u rsu e  
education  and  jo b  tra in in g  p ast the age o f  18.

Please add my nam e/organization to the list of supporters.

Name_
nizalion h *  (- -

Title - r U t J *S>t~ r r  /  C €  O
S ig natu re _ ~ ------------------------------- -— _
Address/ / ^ *  >4p O '7T
P hone r t e O  Fax _ _ j j  4
E m ail V K rt

Organization S e ^ / \ c t l

W ebsite  c.<

I/W c w ou ld  also  be  w illing  to:

 P u b lish  an  a rtic le  in  o u r new sle tte r
✓ P artic ip a te  in m ed ia  even ts  
✓ C ontac t leg isla to rs

P lea se  r e tu r n  th is  fo rm  to :
O ffice  o f  S ena to r Jo h n n y  E llis 
S tate  C apito l, R m . 9 
Juneau , A K  99801

_ _M o b ilize  o u r m em bersh ip  
 H elp to  bu ild  a  coa lition



STATEMENT OF SUPPORT
Establishing Education Savings Accounts for Foster Children in Alaska

C h ild ren  in  th e  fo s te r  c a re  sy s te m  face s ig n ifica n t c h a lle n g e s  w h e n  th e y  age  o u t o f  s ta te  
care . O ften , th e se  c h ild re n  do  n o t h av e  a p lan  o r the  m e a n s  to  acc ess  jo b  tra in in g  o r  p o s t­
se c o n d a ry  e d u c a tio n . W ith  a p ro g ram  in p lace  w h e re b y  co n c e rn e d  o rg an iza tio n s  and 
c itiz e n s  c an  e s ta b lish  sa v in g s  a cc o u n ts  in the n am es o f  fo s te r  c h ild re n , th ese  ch ild ren  w ill 
h av e  o p p o rtu n itie s  b ey o n d  h igh  sch o o l.

A la s k a ’s fo s te r  c h ild re n  d ese rv e  a  p ro g ram  tha t in v e s ts  in th e ir  p o ten tia l. A lask a  sh o u ld  
c re a te  a  p ro g ra m  d e s ig n e d  to g ive  c h ild re n  in fo ste r c a re  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p u rsu e  
ed u c a tio n  a n d  jo b  tra in in g  p as t th e  age  o f  18

P le a se  a d d  m y  n a m e /o r g a n iz a t io n  to  th e  lis t o f  s u p p o r te r s .

N a m e  /  U O u U ^ "  /TV Cx\ $ £ 0  -S.
O rg a n iz a tio n  vTC/ n r  (Xj J  
T itle  E r t c c x )
S ig n a tu re
A d d ress_________________________
P h o n e  <709- I 3>~/
E m ai 1 uU<x (-\errv \  g> j  ^

I/W e w o u ld  a lso  be  w illin g  to:

T T u n r c i x y ' i\ k  3
F ax  T 6 ?
Website u u i i J .  j i ) A  « o r r j

_ P u b l i s h  an  a rtic le  in o u r  n e w sle tte r  
_ P a r t ic ip a te  in  m e d ia  e v e n ts  

1(/ C o n t a c t  le g is la to rs

P le a se  r e t u r n  th is  f o rm  to :
O ffic e  o f  S e n a to r  Jo h n n y  E llis  
S ta te  C a p ito l, R m . 9 
Ju n e au , .AK 99801

_ M o b i l i z e  o u r  m em b ersh ip  
_\^H elp to  b u ild  a  co a litio n

(jJbut a  jOdd b J X

7 \ c v ^  ( )
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S U P P O R T  
E s ta b lish in g  E d u c a tio n  S av ings A ccou n ts  fo r F o s te r  C h ild ren  in A lask a

C h ild ren  in  th e  fo ste r c a re  sy s te m  face  sig n ifican t c h a lle n g e s  w h e n  th e y  age  o u t o f  s ta te  
care . O ften , th e se  ch ild ren  do  n o t h av e  a p la n  or th e  m e an s  to  a cc ess  jo b  tra in in g  o r  p o s t-  
se co n d a ry  edu c a tio n . W ith  a  p ro g ram  in  p la ce  w h e re b y  c o n c e rn e d  o rg an iza tio n s  and  
c itiz en s  can  e s ta b lish  sav in g s  accou n ts  in the  n am es o f  fo s te r c h ild re n , th e se  c h ild re n  w ill 
h av e  o p p o rtu n itie s  b e y o n d  h ig h  school.

A la s k a ’s  fo s te r  c h ild re n  d ese rv e  a  p ro g ram  that invests  in  m c ir  p o te n tia l, A la sk a  sliu u ld  
c re a te  a p ro g ra m  d e s ig n e d  to g ive  ch ild ren  in  foster ca re  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p u rsu e  
e d u ca tio n  a n d  jo b  tra in in g  p as t th e  age  o f  18.

P le a se  a d d  m y  n a m e /o rg a n iz a t io n  to  th e  lis t o f  s u p p o r te r s .

 C o n ta c t leg is la to rs

P le a se  r e t u r n  th is  f o r m  to :
O ffic e  o f  S e n a to r  Jo h n n y  E llis  
S ta te  C ap ito l, R m . 9 
Ju n eau , A K  99801

i

S ig n a tu i
A d d r e s s L a i .
P h o n e _ ___
E m ail W\r>— c c  i .<i>

Fax T S ^-JS -C » Z ~  
Website______________

1/W e w o u ld  a lso  b e  w illin g  to:

P u b lish  a n  a rtic le  in  o u r  n ew sle tte r  
P a rtic ip a te  in  m e d ia  ev en ts

M o b ilize  o u r m em b ersh ip  
H e lp  to b u ild  a c o a litio n
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STATEM ENT OF SUPPORT 
Establishing Education Savings Accounts for Fo: ‘cr Children in Alaska

Children in the foster care system face significant challenges when they age out o f  state 
care. Often, these children do not have a plan or the m eans to access job  training or post­
secondary education. W ith a program  in place w hereby concerned organizations and 
citizens can establish savings accounts in the names o f  foster children, these children will 
have opportunities beyond high school. * * •
Alaska’s foster children deserve a program that invests in their potential. Alaska should 
create a program design'11 to give children in foster care the opportunity to pursue 
education and job  training past the age o f  18.

Please a d d  m y n am e/o rgan iza tion  to the list o f  su p p o rte rs .

Name ____________________________________ __________
Organization________________________   .

Phone 7  ^  7 3> 1 Fax     _
Email___________  _______________ Website    _______

I/We would also be willing to:

 Publish an article in our new sletter  M obilize our membership
Participate in m edia events______________ __Help to build a coalition

^Contact legislators

Please return this form to:
Office o f  Senator Johnny Ellis 
State Capitol, Rm. 9 
Juneau, A K  99801



STATEMENT OF SUPPORT
Establishing Education Savings Accounts for Foster Children in Alaska

Children in the foster care system face significant challenges when they age out o f state 
care. Often, these children do not have a plan or the means to access job training or post­
secondary education. With a program in place whereby concerned organizations and 
citizens can establish savings accounts in the names o f foster children, these children will 
have opportunities beyond high school.
Alaska’ s foste children deserve a program that invests in their potential. Alaska should 
create a program designed to give children in foster care the opportunity to pursue 
education and job training past the age o f 18.
Please add my nam e/organization to the list o f supporters.

_^Contact legislators

Please return this form to:
Office o f Senator Johnny Ellis 
State Capitol, Rm. 9 
Juneau, AK 99801

Address______
Phone C o^Z-i

Name_______
O rg a n iz a tio n _
Title_________
Signature____

Fax  1  J  7 7  H ^ ^ r .
Email .Afc.aS Website,
I/We would also be willing to:

 Publish an article in our newsletter
Participate in media events

^Mobilize our membership 
__Help to build a coalition

T 0 /T 0 ’d SCTP L\rZ A06 S30ind3S NbWDH AWBIUS fr2:ST 9002-iT-ddt)



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G A L  A N D  R E S E A R C H  S E R V I C E S  
L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F A I R S  A G E N C Y  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M February 28, 2006

SUBJECT SB 287 (Work Order No. 24-LS 1621 \G)

TO: Senator Johnny Ellis 
Attn: Gabriel Aceves

FROM : Jean M. Mischel 
Legislative Counsc 

You have requested a sectional summary o f the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary o f a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation o f the bill and the bill itself is the best statement o f its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation o f the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
o f circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Establishes a program within the Department of Health and Social Services to 
encourage investment in savings for the higher education o f eligible foster children.

Section 2. Provides for the disclosure o f appropriate confidential information pertaining 
to a case involving a child in need o f aid, including a foster child, to the Board o f Regents 
o f the University o f Alaska to the extent necessary to support the program established 
under section one.

Section 3. Provides for the disclosure of appropriate confidential information pertaining 
to a case involving a child who is adjudicated as delinquent, to the Board of Regents of 
the University o f Alaska to the extent necessary to support the program established under 
section one.

JMM:med
06-174.mcd



STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Nole if corrr otlon):
ESTABLISHING A HIGHER EDUCATION FUND 
FOR PERSONS PLACED IN FOSTER CARETitie

Fiscal Note Number: 
Bill Version:
( ) Publish Date:
Dept. Affected:
RDU

F I S C A L  N O T E

SB287-DHSS-OCS-03-01 -06

Health & Social Services 
Children's Services

Component Children's Services Management
ELLISSponsor

Requester ___________
Expenditures/Revenues

SEN/TE(HES) Component No. 
(Thousands of Dollars)

2666

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL QPHPATINQ 0.0 Q.Q 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0
IcAPITAL EXPENDITURES I
ICHANGE IN REVENUES (0)
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: __________  __________
Mark this box (X) if funding for th is bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: I I
POSITIONS
Full-time
Pari-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
SB 287 provides the ability for churches, community organization, non-profits, businesses and 
individuals to establish education savings accounts in the name o f foster children. The Office 
o f Children's Services estimates no significant fiscal impact if this bill were to become law.

Prepared by: Tammy Sandoval. Deputy Commit 'oner_________________  Phone 465-3191
Division Office of Children's Services____________________________  Date/Time 03/01/2006
Approved by: Karleen Jackson, Commissioner________________________  Date 03/01/2006
Agency Department of Health and Social Services----------------------

(Rcv'tad 0/7/2005 OMB) Page I o f I
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Senator Johnny Ellis 
State Capitol Room 9 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
April 19,2006
Dear Senator Ellis,
On behalf of Boys & Girls Clubs Board of Directors and professional 
staff, we arc writing to extcud Boys &  Girls Clubs’ support for Senate Bill 
287, legislation designed to help provide higher education opportunities 
for foster children. As you are well aware, our organization has been 
operating youth development programs for 40 years. In 1998, we eagerly 
undertook a Statewide Expansion Initiative that has developed Clubhouses 
in 29 rural Alaskan communities. This initiative, combined with our 
steady expansion in urban communities, has broadened our total impact to 
30,000 youth in 38 Alaskan communities.
Our members’ challenges range from peer pressure to poor grades, hunger, 
abusive homes, or multiple foster home placements. Eor every child that 
walks through a Clubhouse door, we listen, wc comfort, we challenge and 
cheer. Many o f our staff, volunteers and program partners establish 
personal connections and mentor relationships with our members in foster 
care. SB 287 will provide them with an avenue to have a lasting impact 
on these children well into adulthood.
Again, thank you for sponsoring this legislation. Boys & Girls Club 
appreciates your support of our programs and your commitment to 
Alaska’s youth.
Sincerely,

Board of Directors, Chair

BOYS &  G IRLS CLUBS
www.bgealatka.org

Main Offlce
2300 W. 38th A n r u e  
Artchoraga. Alaykc 99517 
Tat: 007-246-5437 
Fa*: 9O7-240-OO4?

P n aM e n t A CEO 
Joh nP  Oaten 
Tal. 007-770-7337 
Fan: 007-770-7346 
/oalRiObgnalsglta off)

Board ot Ofcactori
0»'r
Sun* Rsi.-w too, C a r a  Corporal n r  
Board M cmbcri
P ib y  AomrxH. ratrad 
Tarry 6rtf«v. Vico ruaatra me.
Rogar Bnary, Ptpa Cola Bon tig  QfOup AtttW
Nalhan Brock. Aywaa Ptpc*'c S»vn»  Company
At*i BudttM, Anchorage W arror Oowouwn
ArtM S ia n . AT&T Alaicryn
Quay Chiu. Fotrlanhaad OnaropniaTI
John DsOe. Urarmliy o' Aaaiei Anehorsga
jomny O H .« s jto  Slum Sanaa
Mono Gano. Fo»Bara« Nortntmr School Dotrfcl
Chert a  J«n. r /il Mr.ona Bonk A-saka
JOJh H rrol. Gooo Syitom t
a c t  uVo-cr, Crowroada Laodonhm Inithuta
Krh L* *3 Denar. vtarv. USA re .
Tanguy U M xcN . Snotilcn Anchorage Mott 
Holy l> d , Norlrop Gnimmtr Cc-p.
Krttttn MOCnger ASRC Energy S e ra c a i 
B *  Ueozarot. P a e fc  Alecks Fonw/oera mo 
Km-n Meyer. Aindui Mouse ol RopraaanialVao 
Soolt MAar. K^MG 
tyyan Oulw. CafViiU OT<o Sykam a 
Culhy B ehta-. A«te Fargo Berk N A.
Dale Snaer. Fad S*
lAyy Shoiion W<t#, Northern Ki Cargo 
Bon Simone. e a ik a  Stata Sanaie
ROO use, Andvyugo ChryitriUcdga 
Mwe Vaaaai. Oaon-. Corponacr, (Coca Com /<N

Boon) of Thjeteee 
nrgalrlant
JVn Brady. Varah USr r c  
Thjoteia
Huch Ashlock. >n o n d  Carter 
Boo Beer Dynamic P ico e r ti»
Cart Brady. Sr.
VJCK Brogan. Oerei Aiaikan Fodotal Cradl Llnon 
Walla- J. Hicks. Uckal rv»a-ment Co 
Joah Jannatl, Tha Jewelry Cxho 
Duvid G. Kokraky", Hcmon Unaa 
Andy Lehman'. C oar Channel Commur cation 
en Raonusor, Rasmuoon Rxroaron 
Robed Snaha' Nonhrtm Bara 
Mayor GtOtOC SuSv.vt

• Par.1 OWri Board oI Dm r-ora

Investing in Alaska's most valuable resource -  our children.

http://www.bgealatka.org
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CS FO R  SEN A TE BILL NO . 287( )

IN T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E N T Y -F O U R T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

BV

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR ELLIS

A BILL  

FO R AN ACT EN TITLED

1 "An Act establishing a higher education savings program  for elig ib le persons who were

2 placed in foster care by the state; and providing for confidentia lity  o f identifying

3 inform ation o f  a beneficiary under the program."

4 B E  IT EN A C TED  BY TH E LEG ISLA TUR E O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  ALASK A :

5 * Section I. AS 47.05 is amended by adding a new section to read:
6 Article 4. A laska H igher Education Savings Program  for Foster C hildren.

7 Sec. 47.05.400. H igher education savings program , (a) The department shall
S administer a program to encourage investment by a person or entity in the higher

9 education of eligible foster children in the state. The program must include
10 (1) a central office, dedicated to laith-based and community services,
11 for development and marketing of the program;
12 (2) a mechanism for the University of Alaska to establish and maintain
13 a University of Alaska college savings plan under AS 1h.40.802 - 14.40.817 for an

14 eligible child who is a beneficiary of the program;

|  -I- CSSB 287( )
New Text: Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



(3) a process for identifying donors and eligible beneficiaries;
(4) a process for distributing nonconfidcntial information about an 

eligible beneficiary to a potential donor, including the age. sex, and general iocation of 

the beneficiary;
(5) terms and conditions for participation in the program that arc 

consistent with the University of Alaska college savings plan restrictions and with 
federal law pertaining to higher education savings accounts; and

(6) a procedure for monitoring success of the program, for record 

keeping, and for maintaining confidentiality of records as required by federal and state 

law.
(b) A person is eligible for participation in the higher education savings 

program for foster children as a beneficiary if the person was ordered committed to the 

custody of the department under AS 47.10.080(c) or AS 47.12.120(b)(3), was placed 
in a foster home for not less than two years, and is a resident of the state.

(c) The commissioner or the commissioner's designee may name a new 

beneficiary to an existing college savings plan established under (a) of this section if 

the new designation is not prohibited under federal law’ or under the University of 

Alaska college savings plan and if the named beneficiary dies, fails to enroll m an 

eligible program before the beneficiary becomes 30 years of age. or fails to meet 
conditions established in regulations adopted by the commissioner.

(d) Identifying information of a beneficiary contained in records related to the 

program is confidential.
(c) In this section,

(1) "beneficiary" has the meaning given in AS 14.40.802;

(2) "donor" means the person or entity who contributes to the higher 
education savings program for foster children for the purpose of establishing or 

contributing to a college savings account established lor a foster child under this 

section;
(3) "college savings plan" means a post secondary education savings 

program or adva ced college savings tuition savings contract established under 
AS 14.40.802- 14.40.817.

WORK DRAFT WORK D R A FT 24-LS 1621\F
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1 * Sec. 2. AS 47.10.093(b) is amended to read:
(b) A state or municipal agercy or employee shall disclose appropriate 

confidential information regarding a case to
(1) a guardian ad litem appointed by the court;

(2) a person or an agency requested by the department or the child’s 
legal custodian to provide consultation or services for a child who is subject to the 

jurisdiction of the court under AS 47.10.010 as necessary to enable the provision of 

the consultation or services;
(3) an out-of-home care provider as necessary to enable the out-of- 

homc care provider to provide appropriate care to the child, to protect the safety of the 

child, and to protect the safety and property of family members and visitors of the out- 

of-home care provider;
(4) a school official as necessary to enable the school to provide 

appropriate counseling and support services to a child who is the subject of the case, to 

protect the safety of the child, and to protect the safety if school students and staff;

(5) a governmental agency as necessary to obtain that agency's 

assistance for the department in its investigation o'- to obtain physical custody of a 

child;
(6) a law enforcement agencv of this state or another jurisdiction as 

necessary for the protection of any child or for actions by that agency to protect the 

public safety;
(7) a member of a multidisciplinary child protection team created 

under AS 47.14.300 as necessary for the performance of the member's duties;
(8) the state medical examiner under AS 12.65 as necessary for the 

performance of the duties of the state medical examiner;
(9) a person who has made a report of harm as required by 

AS 47.17.020 to infoim the person that the investigation was completed and of action 
taken to protect the child who was the subject of the report;

(10) the child support services agency established in AS 25.27.010 as 
necessary to establish and collect child support for a child who is a child in need of aid 

under this chapter;

-3-
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1 | (11) a parent, guardian, or caregiver of a child or an entity responsible
for ensuring the safety of children as necessary to protect the safety of a child; [AND]*>

3 || (12) a review panel established by the department for the purpose of

reviewing the actions taken by the department in a specific case: and

(13) the University of Alaska under the Alaska higher education
4

5

6 savings program  for foster children established under AS 47.05.400, hut onlv to
7 the extent that the inform ation is necessary to support the program  and onlv if

8 the inform ation released is m aintained as a confidential record hv the University

9 o f A laska.

10 * Sec. 3. AS 47.12.310(b) is amended to read:
11 (b) A state or municipal agency or employee shall disclose
12 (1) information regarding a case to a federal, state, or municipal law

13 enforcement agency for a specific investigation being conducted by that agency;

14 I AND]
15 (2) appropriate information regarding a case to
16 (A) a guardian ad litem appointed by the court;

17 (B) a person or an agency requested by the department or the

18 minor's legal custodian to provide consultation or services for a minor who is
19 subject to the jurisdiction of the court under this chapter as necessary to enable

20 the provision of the consultation or services;

21 (C) school officials as may be necessary to protect the safety of

22 the minor who is the subject of the case and the safety of school students and

23 staff or to enable the school to provide appropriate counseling and supportive
24 services to meet the needs of a minor about u'hom information is disclosed:
25 (D) a governmental agency as may be necessary to obtain that
26 agency's assistance for the department in its investigation or to obtain physical

27 custody of a minor;
28 (E) a law enforcement agency of this state or another

29 jurisdiction as may be necessary for the protection, rehabilitation, or
30 supervision of any minor or for actions by that agency to protect the public

31 safety;
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(F) a victim or to the victim's insurance company as may he 

necessary to inform the victim or the insurance company about the arrest of the 

minor, including the minor's name and the names of the minor's parents, copies 
of reports, or the disposition or resolution of a case involving a minor;

(G) the state medical examiner under AS 12.65 as may be 

necessary to perform the duties of the state medical examiner;
(H) foster parents or relatives with whom the child is placed by 

the department as may be necessary to enable the foster parents or relatives to 

provide appropriate care for the child who is the subject of the case, to protect 
the safely of the child who is the subject of the case, and to protect the safety 

and property of family members and visitors of the foster parents >r relatives;
(I) the Department of Law or its agent for use and subsequent 

release if necessary for collection of an order of restitution on behalf of the 

recipient;
(J) the Violent Crimes Compensation Board established in 

AS 18.67.020 for use in awarding compensation under AS 18.67,080; and
(K) a stale, municipal, or federal agency of this state or another 

jurisdiction that has the authority to license adult or children's facilities and 

services; and
(3) to the University of Alaska under the Alaska higher education 

savings program for foster children established under AS 47.05.400. information 

tha! is necessary to support the program, but onlv if the information released is 

inaintained as a confidential record by the University of Alaska
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F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction)
ESTABLISHING A HIGHER EDUCATION FUND 
FOR PERSONS PLACED IN FOSTER CARETitle

Fiscal Note Number 
Bill Version 
( ) Publish Date
Dept Affected
RDU Children's Services

SB287-DHSS-OCS-03-01-06

Health & Social Services

Component Children's Services Management
ELLISSponsor 

Requester 
E x p e n d it u r e s / R e v e n u e s

SENATE(HES) Component No 
(Thousands of Dollars)

2666

Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted.beipy*
OPERATING EXPENDITURES TY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 201C FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING ___ 0-0 5L0, 0.0 ' . 0.0 0.0 . . 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES (0)
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate  of any c u rre n t y e a r (FY2006) c o s t:  ____________
Mark th is  box (X) if fu n d in g  for th is  bill is  in c lu d ed  in th e  G o v e rn o r’s  FY 2007 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l: 
POSITIONS
Full time 
Part-time 
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

SB 2S7 pro\ ides the ability for churches, community organization, non-profits, businesses and 
indiv iduals to establish education savings accounts in the name of foster children. The Office 
of Children’s Services estimates no significant fiscal impact if this bill were to become law.

Prepared by 
Division 
Approved by 
Ajency

Tammy Sandoval Deoutv Commissioner Phone 465-3191
Office of Children's Services Date/Time 03/01/2006
Karleen Jackson, Commissioner Date 03/01/2006
Department of Health and Social Services
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S e n a t o r  Fr e d  D y s o n

MEMORANDUM

To: Senate I I.M.S.S. Committee Members

from: Senator Ired Dyson

Date: April 29, 2006

Re: f oster youth educational opportunities

In the- committee’s discussion of SB 2K- , 1 requested that the < Jffice ot ( children’s Sen ices provide 
us with information on educational grant programs for foster youth in \laska. Attached is 
information on the Education & Training Vouchers and the I niversitv ot Alaska Tuition waiver.

During Session (lanuary-Mav) Alaska Stale Capitol • |uncau. Alaska 99801 • (800) M2 2199 • (907) 46S-2I99 • (907| 405-4587 ia x  
During Inlcrlm (|unc-Dcccmbcr) 10928 Eagle River RoaJ • Eagle River. Alaska 99577 • (907) 094-008J • (907) (>94 1015 iax  

Scrulor.Ercii.Dvson@Lcgls.slalc.ak.us • tvwsv akrcpubllcans.org

mailto:Scrulor.Ercii.Dvson@Lcgls.slalc.ak.us
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O ffice  o f  Ch ild rens S
Office of Children's Services > Independent Living Program

V I P .W

Education and Training Vouchers (ETV)
The Education and Training Voucher (ETV) program was authorized under the Chafee Foster Care Independence 
Act. signed into law in January 2002. Funds for this program were awarded to the State in August 2003 The funds 
are going to assist foster youth and eligible former foster youth in attending post secondary education and training 
programs

The education or training program must meet the following criteria

> Awards a bachelor's degree or not less than a 2 year program that provides credit towards a degree or
> Provides not less than 1 year of training towards gainful employment or
> Is a vocational program that provides training for gainful employment and has been in existence for t least 

two years

And must meet all three of the following criteria

> Admits as regular students only persons with a high school diploma or equivalent, or admits as regular 
students persons who are beyond the age of compulsory school attendance

> Public or Non-Profit
> Accredited or preaccredited and is authorized to operate in that state 

More information about the ETV funding and federal regulations can be found at 

http7/www nrcys.ou edu/NRCYD/etv.htm

U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  T u i t io n  W a iv e r

The University of Alaska in partnership with the Office of Children's Services provide five full tuition waivers per year 
to eligible foster youth and former foster youth. When combined with Federal student aid and an Education or 
Training Voucher, the successful applicant will receive a cost free university education1

H e y ! If y o u  a re  p la n n in g  to  
g o  to  c o l le g e  in th e  fa ll,  th e  
d e a d l in e  fo r  tu rn in g  in a  
S c h o la r s h ip  A p p l ic a t io n  fo r  
th is  y e a r  is  J u n e  1, 2 0 0 4 !
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University of Alaska Foster Youth Tuition Waiver
This application is used to apply for a tuition waiver and additional assistance for individuals 
who were in foster care in the state of Alaska on their I8,h birthday. The tuition waiver is open to 
students who have been accepted to any campus of the University of Alaska (Anchorage. 
Fairbanks, Southeast and all community campuses). Additional assistance for housing, the meal 
plan, and University fees may also be requested through this application.

Review the Foster Youth Tuition Waiver information on the second page of this application for a 
complete description of the program, the type of assistance provided, and eligibilit> 
requirements.

If you have any questions about this application, or need some assistance, please call:

Jennifer Jennings or Deirdre O’Connor 
(800)797-7495 (907)465-3209

Ap p l ic a t io n  I n s t r u c t io n s
1. Fill out the entire application. Keep in mind the requirement to explore other scholarships 
lirst before applying for the Foster Youth Tuition Waiver.

2. Attach your most recent transcripts. Please remember to request your transcripts from your 
High School or college in time to be turned in with your application. T h e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f a r  a  
c o m p l e t e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  Unofficial transcripts are acceptable and preferred.

3. Attach letters o f recommendation front two (2) references. Inform your references that 
their letters must be to you in time to be turned in with your application—do not send them 
separate from your application! Letters can be from Teachers, counselors, clergy, and coaches. 
Preferred references are from your DFYS Social Worker and a Foster Parent or caregiver. 
R e f e r e n c e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  a n d  m u s t  h e  c u r r e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s .

4. Attach a personal essay. Your personal essay should describe your educational goals and 
objectives, your involvement in curricular and extracurricular activities, your employment 
history, and your plans for utilizing your education after you receive your degree. It should be no 
longer than one ( I ) page. T h i s  e s s a y  i s  a  r e q u i r e d  p a r t  o f  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n .

DO NOT attach tax information, photos, or other personal information not required for 
application. Mail the application, the essay, two reference letters, and transcripts in the same 
envelope by May 1. 2003 to:

Attention: Deirdre O'Conner 
Independent Living Program Coordinator 
Division o f Family and Youth Serv ices 
P.O. Box I I 0630 
Juneau, AK 99811

Failure to adhere to these requirements and/or submitting an incomplete application may 
result in disqualification.
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University of Alaska Foster College Scholarship

B a c k g r o u n d

The University of Alaska College Scholarship provides young people who have left foster care 
because they have attained 18 years of age or older (often termed aging out) in Alaska a chance 
to have a university education. The Scholarship consists of two parts: a tuition waiver from the 
University of Alaska, and Additional Assistance from the Division of Family and Youth 
Services. Eligibility for Tuition Waiver and the Additional Assistance are slightly different.

There are five tuition waivers offered per year. These waivers are available to students whom the 
Division of Family and Youth Services awards based upon eligibility criteria, need, and 
scholarship. Each waiver is effective for four years, (eight semesters) of full-time attendance at 
any campus of the University of Alaska. Waivers will not be used for less than full-time 
attendance. University criteria will apply (i.e.: good academic standing, financial requirements 
met, and student code of conduct standing) to continue the waiver.

Through the Division of Family and Youth Serv ices Independent Living program, most students 
who enter the University through this tuition waiver program will be offered the opportunity to 
receive housing assistance, assistance for required books and materials, a full meal plan, and 
payment of University fees during the period that they receive the tuition waiver. If receiving 
housing assistance, the first two years (four semesters) of housing assistance must be in University 
housing or w ith former foster care prov iders. Additional Assistance is offered only to students 
receiving the Tuition Waiver and only to students who are under 21 years of age. For more 
information, see Af>m i lovvt. Assisianct. below.

The scoring of applications will be made by a five-member awards committee consisting of the 
Division of Family and Youth Services Independent l iving Program Coordinator, a University of
Alaska Admissions Coordinator, a youth member of the Independent Living Youth Advisory Board,
a representative from the Governor’s Office of Equal Employment Opportunity , and a member of 
the public at-large.

E l i g i b i l i t y

In order to be eligible for the I University of Alaska Foster Youth Tuition Waiver program, you 
must:

Be a resident of Alaska. I h’’’ I lave been or will be in foster care on your 18 birthday,
” Be accepted for full-time enrollment into the University of Alaska.
”  Have a demonstrated financial need for financial assistance.

Have applied for at least two other scholarships.

If you arc awarded a tuition waiver, you do not need to reapply for it so long as you:

Are a full-time student.
Maintain a minimum 2.0 Grade Point Average 

'■? Maintain good academic standing, student code of conduct standing, and meet University 
financial requirements.
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A d d i t i o n a l  A s s is t a n c e

The University of Alaska Foster Youth Tuition Waiver does not include payment of University 
Fees, student housing, costs for books and other materials, or the meal plan. The Division of Family 
and Youth Services offers limited assistance for fees, housing, and the meal plan for students who 
are awarded a Foster Youth Tuition Wrver. You may request Additional Assistance for housing, 
the meal plan, and University fees on your College Scholarship application.

To be eligible for Housing. Fees, Hooks. Room and Board assistance, you must:

v  be 18 years or older but not attained 21 years of age,
be receiving the University of Alaska Tuition waiver in good standing,

”  complete your first two years at the University in University Housing (if available) or with 
your former foster care providers.

Just like the Tuition Waiver, you do not need to reapply for this assistance so long as you remain 
a full-time student in good standing and are within the age limits for additional assistance. You 
must, however, live in University housing (if available) or with your former foster care providers 
for the first two-years of school attendance. After two years, you can choose to remain in 
University housing or receive housing assistance up to the amount that a dormitory-style room 
would cost at your campus.

While you must be receiving the Tuition Waiver to receive Housing, Fee. Room and Board 
assistance, you are not required to receive the additional assistance to be awarded the waiver. 
Additionally, you may request or be awarded partial assistance depending upon your need.

O t h e r  F i n a n c ia l  A id

Because there are only a limited number of University of Alaska College Scholarships to award 
each year, applicants are encouraged to research other scholarship opportunities in addition to 
this program. The application format for this program is very similar to the University of Alaska 
Foundation Scholarships application, so applying for additional opportunities is easy. Two 
applications for other scholarships arc required in order to be eligible for the Foster Youth 
Tuition Waiver.
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