


S e n a t o r  K im E lton

M E M O R A N D U M

March 2,2005

To:

From:

Re:

I respectfully request the Senate HESS committee hear SB 111 at yo :r earliest 
opportunity. The importance of education funding can't be overstated, and 1 hope the 
committee can send the bill on to Finance in time to have it heard alongside other bi"s 
that raise the base student allocation.

1 have attached a sponsor statement and some supporting documents for your 
consideration.

Senator Fred Dyson, Chair
Senate Health Education & Social Services Committee 
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S e n a t o r  K im  E lto n

SB 111 -  In creasin g  E ducation  F u n d in g  

S p o n so r S tatem en t

SB 111 increases the base student allocation in the education funding formula to 
$5,120. This is the funding level requested by statewide education advocates, and many 
of our largest school districts.

Over the years, the buying power of education funding in Alaska has not kept 
pace with the erosion of inflation. More recently, increases in the mandatory costs for 
school districts have prompted the legislature to provide funding for schools that 
outstrips inflation, but these mandatory costs have not allowed the extra money to go 
into the classrooms where they benefit children.

With ever-increasing demands on our schools from the state, the federal 
government, and the need lo keep our children's education competitive with other 
nations, it is past time that we make a major investment in our classrooms. SB 111 will 
allow Alaska school districts to do more than meet their fixed cost increases. It will 
provide $111.5 million that our educators can use to restore some of what they've had to 
cut over the years.

Whether these funds add teachers, tutors, special education aides, or textbooks, 
they will make a significant difference for Alaska children.

I respectfully ask for your support.

---------------------------------------------------------- A laska  S i n a t l ----------------------------------------------------------
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ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ASDR 2004-2005-10 

RESOLUTION I N  SUPPORT OF INCREASED STATE FUNDING OF THE 
ALASKA PUBLIC SCHOOL FUN DING PROGRAM

WHEREAS, state funding for public schools is essential to maintain an education 
system that meets the needs of the children of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, Governor Frank MurkowBld has recognized die importance of 
increasing public school funding by recommending that foundation formula 
funding for public schools be Increased; and

WHEREAS, public school students w ill requira adequate education programs tn 
order to  meet student achievement requirements imposed under both state and 
federal law; and

WHEREAS, adequate education programs will require a significant increase in  
state education funding to allow school districts to have the education resources 
to m eet student needs; and

WHEREAS, school districts are experiencing increased fixed costs in their 
retirement systems and in other area including fuel and electricity; and

WHEREAS, improvements to the public school system require a combination of 
strategies including improving instructional quality, decreasing class sizes, 
providing safe and efficient transportation, and providing adequate employee 
compensation; and

WHEREAS, providing increased education funding benefits all the public 
schools in the state and all residents of the state by developing our most precious 
natural resource -  children, and providing a foundation for economic growth; 
and

WHEREAS, order to prevent program cuts, to assure a maintenance level of 
public school landing, and to make modest reduction in dass sizes, public school 
funding will need to  be increased by $112 million dollars for the next fiscal year;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage School District strongly supports 
increasing state support for public schools; and
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BE r r  FURTHER RESOLVED, that tha Sdtool Diajrid: wquaaa tha

dollars In state support for public sdxools 
DATED this _ J d iy of February 2009.

ANCHORAGE SCHOOL BOARD

\ f f iq g < A 2 - -----------
Tim Steele, President

Crystal Kennedy 
Jake MetcalfeMacon Roberta MaryM«k»

Carol Coxrveau, Superintendent
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C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  J U N E A U  

B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N  

R E S O L U T I O N  * 0 5 - 0 5

A RESOLUTION ON STUDENT FUNDING

WHEREAS, the Governor recognizes the challenge of creating a quality educational system and 
desires to continue to improve education; and

WHEREAS, the Governor said in the State o f the State Address: “  increases in the retirement
system costs and unforeseen energy expenses have put too great a burden on local governments in the 
short term ," and he introduced a funding bill to increase the foundation funding by S62 million resulting 
In a base allocauon of $4,880; and

WHEREAS, incrcasi i ; student achievement and improving school performance (required by 
both the No Child Left Behir d Act and Alaska suture and standards) will require schools to go beyond 
status quo operations and institute new or improved programs over the long term to address the specific 
unique needs of each student, ind

WHEREAS, increasing student achievement and improving school performance require 
resources beyond those needed to simply address the increased costs o f the retirement system and the 
unforeseen energy expenses; and

WHEREAS, the City and Borough o f Juneau School District recognizes that improving student 
achievement will require at a minimum a combination of the following strategies and at a cost of $5,120 
base student allocation (BSA):

■ reduce pupil teacher ratio
* support students to meet district, su te  and federal achievement expecutions
• enhance graduation rate; and

WHEREAS, reachi g a level of truly adequate foundation funding that will lower pupil teacher 
ratio, increase student achievement and improve school performance will require a reasonable and 
dependable trend of funding increases over a number of years; and

WHEREAS, the Association of Alaska School Boards (AASB) $4,995 is a base that relates to a 
financial trend line and whereas we accept the posidve trend line, the Juneau School District’s financial 
needs for its students requires more than this base student allocauon;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City and Borough of Juneau School District 
respectfully requests that the Legislature and the Governor approve additional funding beyond a base 
student allocation proposed by AASB in order to put children first in the State of Alaska.

ATTEST:



KAKE CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT  
RESOLUTION #021605-01

sj

RESOLUTION IN  SUPPORT OF INCREASED STATE FU ND IN G  FOR 
STUDENTS ATTENDING  ALASKA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS

WHEREAS, state funding for public schools is essential to  maintain an education  
system  that m eets the needs of the children of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, Governor Frank Murkowski has recognized the importance of 
increasing public school funding by recom m ending that foundation formula 
funding for public schools be increased; and

WHEREAS, public school students will require adequate education programs in 
order to meet student achievem ent requirements im posed under both state and 
federal law; and

WHEREAS, adequate education programs w ill require a significant increase in 
state education funding to allow  school districts to have the education resources 
to meet student needs; and

WHEREAS, school districts are experiencing increased fixed costs in their 
retirement system s and in other areas including fuel and electricity; and

WHEREAS, im provem ents to the public school system  require a combination of 
strategies including im proving instructional quality, develop ing curricular 
offerings to m eet the needs of all students, providing adequate opportunities for 
participation in Fine Arts curriculum, and providing adequate em ployee  
com pensation; and

WHEREAS, providing increased education funding benefits all the public 
schools in the state and all residents of the state by develop ing our most precious 
natural resource - children, and providing a foundation for econom ic growth; 
and

WHEREAS, in order to prevent program cuts, and to assure a m aintenance level 
of public school funding, public school funding will need to be increased by $112 
m illion dollars for the next fiscal year;

BE IT  RESOLVED, that the Kake City School District strongly supports 
increasing state support for public schools; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Kake City School District requests the 
Governor and legislature to increase the base student allocation in the 
foundation formula to $5,120, which w ould provide an additional $112 million  
do..urs in state support for public schools.

DATED this 16th day of February 2005.

Stanley Adams, Vice President 
Kimberly Moler, Secretary/Treasurer 
Delbert Kadake, Member 
Patti H andy, Member

Eric Gebharl, Superintendent



From: Jim Elliott [jelliott0crsd.k12.ak.us]
Sent: Wednesday, January 26,2005 2:11 PM
To: Rep. Peggy Wilson
Subjoct: Shortfall

 ^  __________

Even i f  t h e  A la sk a  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  b a s e  s t u d e n t  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  l e v e l  
recommended by t h e  G o v e rn o r  i n  FY-06 (from  $ 4 ,5 7 6  t o  $ 4 ,8 8 0 )  t o  c o v e r  PERS/TRS in c re m e n ts  
and i n f l a t i o n ,  t h e  C opper  R iv e r  Sch o o l D i s t r i c t  w i l l  s t i l l  have  t o  r e d u c e  b o th  i t s  t e a c h e r  
and c l a s s i f i e d  s t a f f  by a t  l e a s t  two and  t h r e e  p o s i t i o n s  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  b e c a u s e  
o f  i n c r e a s e s  i n  s a l a r i e s  a n d  a n t i c i p a t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  i n s u r a n c e  prem ium s.

%
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Alaska Kids Count!

February 7, 2005

Representative Mark Neuman
Chair, House Special Com m ittee on Education
State Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Neuman,

Attached is a proposal from Alaska Kids Count, regarding increasing state funding for 
public schools Alaska Kids Count is a nonpartisan network o f  parents, educators, and 
community members who are committed to making improvements to Alaska 's  schools.

We would request that when considering bills on education funding in the House Special 
Committee on Education that you also g ive serious consideration to the funding level 
suggested in this proposal It is our hope that education funding will be significantly 
increased for the next fiscal year, in an effort to  provide school districts with the financial 
resources to meet the needs o f  public school students o f  Alaska.

Alaska Kids Count



A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !

Alaska^jwKids

Alaska Kids Count! is a nonpartisan ne twork o f  pa ren ts , educators and community 
members concerned about th e  qua lity o f  public education in Alaska and comm itted to  
making a pos itive  co n tr ib u tio n  to  improve Alaska's schools. I t  is a g rassroo ts , 
vo lun teer e f fo r t .

The network's p rim a ry  goal is to  increase S ta te  fund ing  to  provide th e  resources 
needed to  o f fe r  a high qua lity education to  s tuden ts  in Alaska.

The network provides individuals w ith  th e  too ls and in fo rm a tion  needed to  
e ffe c t iv e ly  voice concerns to  s ta te  and local decis ion makers. In fo rm a tio n  is 
shared p rim a rily  th rough email. Pa rtic ipan ts a re  encouraged to  a tte n d  leg is la tive 
hearings, w r ite  le t te rs  to  e lec t 2d o ff ic ia ls  and newspapers, make phone calls and 
d is tr ib u te  in fo rm a tion  on education issues and pending legislation.

Our guiding princ ip les:

*  Parents, voicing th e ir  individual and co llec tive  concerns, are a powerfu l and 
e ffe c tiv e  lobby.

*  Advocacy will be most effective if it is done collaboratively with parents, 
educators and organizations from across the state.

* I t  is the  S ta te ’s cons titu tiona l ob liga tion to  p rov ide a fre e  K-12 public education. 
I t  is the  Leg is la tu re ’s respons ib ility  to  de te rm ine  th e  means o f  fund ing it .

*  To be e ffe c t iv e , we must be pe rs is ten t.

Alaska Kids Count! o rig ina ted  in January 2004 in response to  paren t concerns about 
dim inishing resources and oppo rtun itie s  in Juneau's public schools. W e have evolved 
in to  a sta tew ide organ iza tion w ith  con tac ts  across th e  s ta te , w ith  ou r base o f 
operation in Juneau.

To learn more abou t Alaska Kids Count! w r ite  to  w illiw aw@ earth link .ne t o r  v is it 
our web s ite  a t www.Alasl.aKidsCount.org.

Alaska Kids Count! Steering Committee
Mary Hokala, Mike Sigler, Mike Ford and Andi Story
January 2005

mailto:williwaw@earthlink.net
http://www.Alasl.aKidsCount.org


A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !
2 0 0 5  L e g is la t iv e  G o a ls

*  I n c r e a s e  F o u n d a t i o n  f u n d i n g :

D e c r e a s e  C l a s s  S i z e , to  increase s tu den t- te a che r con tact tim e  
and

I m p r o v e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  q u a l i t y

* E n c o u r a g e  p a r e n t s '  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n d  

involvement in decisions impacting th e  qua lity  o f education in Alaska’s public 
schools.

* P r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  f o r  s a f e  &  e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of 
studen ts to  and from  school.

**********************★a***************'***************************************

H o w  c a n  y o u  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d ?

* Contact your Legislators. To fin d  ou t who your Leg is la to rs are, and how to  
con tac t them , go to  th e  leg is la tive  web s ite , www.legis.state.ak.us, o r call a 
Leg is la tive In fo rm a tio n  O ff ic e  (L IO ), located in many o f Alaska's c itie s . Juneau's 
L IO  number is 907 -465 -4648 .

* Become a participate in the Alaska Kids Count! network. Email us a t 
williwaw@earthlink.net. We w ill provide you w ith  in fo rm a tion  and ideas on how to  
e ffe c t iv e ly  voice your opinion.

http://www.legis.state.ak.us
mailto:williwaw@earthlink.net


A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !  J u n e a u

O u r  G o a l s  f o r  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  L o c a l  F u n d i n g  f o r  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s

Juneau 's class sizes continue to  grow and as a re su lt th e  qua lity o f  our ch ild ren 's 
education continues to  erode. For example, Harborv iew  School has a k inde rga rten 
class w ith  26 ch ild ren and Auke Bay School has a th ird  grade class w ith  30 ch ild ren  
th is  year. As parents, we see the  need fo r  smaller class sizes and know how few e r 
ch ild ren  in a classroom allow teache rs  more tim e  fo r  individual a tte n tio n  to  meet 
each ch ild 's  learning needs.

A laska Kids Count supports reducing average class size to  reach the  Juneau 
School Board's published class size goals. These are modes-* atios and do not 
r e f le c t  an ideal.

Grades Board Goal Current Average Class Size 
K-2 20 K-5 combined a t 25
3 -5  25
6 -8  30 32
9-12 30 32

A laska Kids Count also supports meeting spec ific  in s truc tiona l needs th a t a f fe c t  
th e  classroom such as special education and English as a Second Language, and 
matching requirem ents fo r  independent A r ts  fo r  Kids g ran t in itia tive s . These 
serv ices d ire c tly  impact th e  qua lity o f education available to  Juneau's s tuden ts .

To meet these goals, Alaska Kids Count supports an increase in Foundation fund ing 
o f approximate ly $112 million s ta tew ide , $ 5 0  m illion more than th e  Governor's 
proposed funding level. This would generate an increase o f approx im a te ly $1.8 
m illion in s ta te  education funding fo r  Juneau. This requ ires an es tim ated Base 
S tuden t A llocation o f $5120.

The Governor's proposal is a $62 m illion increase  w ith  $3 8  m illion fo r  re tirem en t 
and $24  m illion to  compensate fo r  .n a tio n . Even assuming a $ 9 0 0  thousand local 
con tribu tion  ( to  the  "cap"), the Governor's proposal requ ires $ 6 0 0  thousand in cuts 
to  Juneau's schools. W hile Alaska Kids Count apprecia tes the  Governor's proposal, 
we ask the  Governor and th e  Leg is la tu re to  do more fo r  Alaskan studen ts . Our 
example is spec ific  to  Juneau, bu t is rep resen ta tive  o f o th e r school d is tr ic ts ' 
needs.


