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S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

IIB 185 “An act relating to immunization of postsecondary students for meningitis”

The purpose of this bill is lo remove postsecondary educational institutions from the 
applicability of the provisions o f AS 14.48. This also requires postsecondary educational 
institutions to provide information, and receive a statement from the student having read 
the information on meningococcal disease prior to attending or living in student housing 
for said institution. The Center for Disease Control strongly recommends immunizations 
for all students. This recommendation has been taken seriously to the point that many 
educational facilities w ill not admit students without immunizations.
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M E M O R A N D U M February 17, 2005

SUBJECT: Immunization of Postsecondary Students 
(Work Order No. 24-LS0642\A)

TO: Representative Mike Chenault 
Attn: Sue Wright

FROM: Jean M. Misc 
Legislative C

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill draft.

As a preliminary i.tatter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
of circumstances, please advise.

Section I. Current law allows the Postsecondary Education Commission to exempt 
postsecondary education institutions from the applicability of some or all of the 
provisions of AS 14.48. The amendment made by this b ill section excludes the 
immunization requirement added by section 2 of the bill from that exemption.

Section 2. Requires postsecondary educational institutions to provide written 
information related to meningococcal disease to each student who intends to reside in 
campus housing. Requires all students who attend a postsecondary institution to sign a 
statement that the student has either received the required information from the institution 
or an immunization against meningococcal disease. Clarifies cost burden and civil 
liability issues pertaining to the notice and immunization.

Section 3. Adds an applicability provision related to civil cases.

Section 4. Adds an immediate effective date.
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill proposes that any Alaska postsecondary institution that provides residential housing for students 
will be required to: 1) deliver written advisories regarding meningococcal disease; ana 2) collect and 
maintain student certification that such written notice has been provided, or, alternatively, certification that 
the student has been immunized for the disease.

The Commission would implement by providing due notice to Alaska institutions and including Ihis 
requirement within its institutional authorization compliance review program.
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HB 185 POSTSECONDARY STUDENT IMMUNIZATION

"An Act relating to immunization of postsecondary students for meningitis: and providing for an effective 
date."
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