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"An Act relating to road signs encouraging the use of safety belts."
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Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
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It is not known how many signs would be posted and maintained by DOT&PF, however, the average cost 
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S e n a t o r  B e n  S t e v e n s

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

SENATE BILL 63 

"An Act relating to road signs encouraging the use of safety belts." 

The Nathan Kampen Act

Senate Bill 63 would encourage the posting of signs promoting the use of 
safety belts. The legislation specifically allows the Department of Transportation 
to erect and maintain signs at the site of a motor vehicle accident where a fatality 
occurred as a result of a person's failing to use a safety belt.

Title 17 currently only allows Highway Fatality Memorial Signs that do not 
include a safety belt sign. An average of 55% of the fatalities in motor vehicle 
accidents in Alaska from 1997-2002 could have been prevented if seatbelts had 
been used. It is our hope that these postings will reduce the number of fatalities 
from failure to use a seat belt.
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S u g g e s t e d  T r e a t m e n t  o f  M e m o r i a l  S i g n  O p t i o n s

Condition________Treatment____________________________________________________________________
Drunk and Unbuckled: Applicants Choice either "Please Don't Drink and Drive" or "Please Buckle Up" (or whatever text you plan to use)
Drunk only "Please Don't Drink and Drive"
Unbuckled only "Please Buckle Up" (or whatever text you plan to use)
Neither "Please Drive Safely"

Key
Unbuckled: One or more of the deceased were unbuckled 
Drunk: Drunk Driver Caused Crash
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Supportive and helpful contacts. 
MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) 
Anchorage area: 907-562-6890 
Juneau area: 907-463-2562
Fairbanks area:_____________
Mat-Su area:_______________

State of Alaska
Department ol Transportation & Public Facilities
Mote IntomuUon:

AndiouceArea 1 800 770 5783 

Fa lrO tnA tA lta i 800 475 7464 

S i A laU aA re a l 800 575 4 540

l i t t | > : / / w w w . i l ( i t . 5 t ; H C . a k . u s / | > e r n i i t s / i r u l c x . l i t i i i l

M e m o r i a l  S ig n  

P r o g r a m

PLEASE
DONT
DRINK
AND
DRIVE



Every year, more than 70 people lose their lives 
on Alaska roads and highways. Frequently, 
loved ones and friends choose to honor the 
memory o f these individuals by requesting a me­
morial sign he placed near the site o f the crash. 
The memorial sign may remain Ibr a period of 
10 years. An application for a memorial sign is 
usually made within two years of the time o f the 
crash. DOT&PF will manufacture and erect 
these signs at no co;,r to you.

Wc hope this program will help combat drunken 
driving and increase the public’s awareness o f  
the need to drive safely and responsibly.

Information needed ...

For a sign in the memory of a victim of an acci 
dent caused by a drunk driver, the following at 
tachmcnt is required: An affidavit from you that 
the individual to be memorialized was fatally 
injured in a the highway accident, that the other 
driver is alleged to be at fault, and that alcohol is 
alleged to be involved; the date and location of 
the highway accident; and the name of the per­
son who was killed as it should appear on the 
memorial sign.

For a sign sponsored by the family or friends o f  
a fatally injured dnink driver, the following at­
tachment is required: An affidavit from you that 
the individual who was fatally injured is alleged 
to be the driver at fault and alcohol is alleged to 
be involved; the date anti location of the high 
way accident; the name of individual who was 
fatally injured: the name of each sponsor as it 
should appear on the memorial sign.

For a sign in the memory of a victim o f traffic 

accident where alcohol is not involved, the fol 
lowing is required: An affidavit from you detail­
ing the date and location of the highway acci 
dent; and the name o f the person who was killed 
as it should appear on the memorial sign.

I l l  G enera l . ... PLEASE KEEP YOURSELF AND OTHERS 
SAFE! Our foremost concern is that you, our employ­
ees, and the traveling public arc safe after the memorial 
sign is placed.

When visiting a memorial sign, you should park safely 
and completely clear of the travel lanes, even if it means 
walking some distance.

You can apply online at
litip://\vw\v.dot.statc.ak.us/pcrmits/in(lcx.html.

'I  ypcs o f  M em orial Sign

P L E A S E
DON T 
DRINK 

AND 
DRI VE

More information:
Central Region 1-800-770 5263 
Northern Region 1-80(1 475 246'! 
Southeast Alaska Area 1-800-575-4540

P L E A S E
DON T 
DRINK.  

A N D  
DRI VE
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C h e r y l  S u t t o n

From: Jeff Turner

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2005 8:42 AM

To: Phelan Straube; Shannon Slraube; Cheryl Sutton

Subject: Letter to the Editor in 2/17/05 edition of the ADN

Why do legislators oppose signs rem inding us to wear seat belts?

It seems there may be some confusion over Ben Stevens' Senate Bill 63. This is legislation allowing the erection 
of a roadside memorial sign encouraging the use of seat belts. In the Daily News article "Buckling up high on 
legislators to-do list" Feb. 9, it states there are six House members who are opposed to this legislation. A roadside 
memorial sign program is already available to the public; you know the little blue signs that say "Please Don't 
Drink and Drive" or "Please Drive Safely"' and under (he sign it lists the name or names of people who have lost 
their lives. Why would they oppose something that really isn't going to cost anything and will draw attention to the 
terrible loss of life due to lack of wearing seat belts?

I lost my youngest son, Nathan Kampen, in a car accident. He was not wearing his seat belt. When I requested a 
memorial sign saying "Please Buckle Up" or something similar, I was told it was not available. So I presented my 
problem to Ben Stevens, and he was kind enough to help. I truly see no reason lo oppose this legislation. I could 
always put up one of the other signs available, but my hope is to remind our young people to "Buckle Up."

—- Carol Kampen
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Transportation Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 63

SB 63 USE SEAT BELT ROAD SIGNS 

"An Act relating to road signs encouraging the use of safety belts."
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[ ] adopt p re v io u s ________ CS   (_)

[ ] attached amendment(s)
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[ ] further referral to __________________________ Committee
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P a g e  I o f  1

From: Jeff Turner

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2005 8:42 AM

To: Phelan Straube; Shannon Straube; Cheryl Sulton

Subject: Letter lo the Editor in 2/17/05 edition ol the ADN

Why do legislators oppose signs reminding us to wear seat belts?

It seems there may be some confusion over Ben Stevens Senate Bill 63. This is legislation allowing the ereclion 
of a roadside memorial sign encouraging (he use of seat belts. In the Daily News article "Buckling up high on 
legislators to-do list" Feb. 9, it states there are six House members who are opposed lo this legislation. A roadside 
memorial sign program is already available to the public; you know the little blue signs that say "Please Don't 
Drink and Drive" or "Please Drive Safely" and under the sign it lists the name or names ol people who have lost 
their lives. Why would they oppose something that really isn't going lo cost anything and will draw attention lo the 
terrible loss of life due to lack of wearing seat belts?

I lost my youngest son, Nathan Kampen, in a car accident. He was not wearing his seat belt. When I requested a 
memorial sign saying "Please Buckle Up" or something similar, I was told it was not available. So I presented my 
problem to Ben Stevens, and he was kind enough to help. I truly see no reason to oppose this legislation. I could 
always put up one of the other signs available, but my hope is to remind our young people to "Buckle Up."

—- Carol Kampen

C h e r y l  S u t t o n
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S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S I G N - I N

SB 63-U SE  S E A T  B E L T  R O A D  S IG N S

NAME: K i c M f t  U l L L k J lA ! . ----------------  Subjcct/Bill No: ^ 3

. h o l  j _ P £ L £ 6 _  L  i f l n o M
Co./Dcpt./Tillc:----------   jpJiA jT  K-

A , l , I , h \ ' b t  C k l l M l l  I P l   Zip:___

Do you wish lo testify?  Yes  No ^.R espond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dcpt./Title: 

Address:_____

Do you wish to testify? Yes No

Subjcct/Bill No:

Phone:-----------

Zip:---------------

.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Depl./Title: 

Address:_____

Do you u ish to testify? Yes No

Subject/Bill No:

Phone:------------

Zip:----------------

.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dcpt./Title: 

Address:_____

Do you wish to testify?

SFC-OS 
SB 63

Yes No

-1-

Subject/Bill No:

Phone:------------

Zip:----------------

.Respond To Questions
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