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IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T Y -F O U R T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

B V  T H E  S E N A T E  F IN A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

O ffe r e d :

R e fe r re d :

S p o n so r/s ): S E N A T O R  W A G O N E R

A  I i I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D

1 " A n  A c t  in s t r u c t in g  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  n a tu ra l  re s o u rc e s  to  issue  a p a te n t f o r  th e

2 re m a in in g  in te re s t  in  c e r ta in  s ta te  la n d  to  th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  r ig h ts  to  th a t

3 la n d . "

4  |  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

5 || *  S e c tio n  1. T h e  u n c o d if ie d  la w  o f  the State o f  A la s k a  is  am e nd ed  b y  a d d in g  a new  sec tion

6  || to  read:

7 II A D D IT IO N A L  C O N V E Y A N C E  O F  R IG H T S  IN  L A N D  A C Q U IR E D  FO R

8 II C O M M U N IT Y  E X P A N S IO N . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  A S  3 8 .0 5 .0 6 9 , 3 8 .0 5 .3 2 1 , and sec. 12, ch.

9 II 2 0 . S L A  1997, the c o m m is s io n e r  o f  n a tu ra l resources sh a ll issue a pa ten ' *’o r  the  re m a in in g  

10 || in te res ts  in  the land  estate to  art o w n e r  o f  the r ig h ts  to  that land  fo r  a g r ic u ltu ra l purposes i f

(1 ) the trac t o r ig in a l ly  conveyed  b y  the s ta le  to  the  o w n e r o f  the r ig h ts  fo r

12 || a g r ic u ltu ra l purposes is n o t m o re  than  15 acres o f  la n d ,

13 || (2 )  the state o r ig in a l ly  acqu ired  the land  fro m  the n a tio n a l fo rests u n d e r sec-

14 6 (a )  o f  the A la s k a  S ta te h o o d  A c t (P .L . 85 -508 , 72  S ta t. 3 3 9 ) fo r  purposes o f  c o m m u n ity

L
• 1 -

N ew  T e x c  U n d e r l i n e d  {D E LE TE D  TEXT BRACKET'EDl
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1 e xpa ns ion ; and

2 (3 ) the  o w n e r  o f  the r ig h ts  fo r  a g r ic u ltu ra l p u ipo ses  pays the s ta te  the  fa ir

3 m a rke t va lu e  o f  the  re m a in in g  in te res ts  in  the la n d  esta te , as d e te rm in e d  b y  an a p p ra isa l pa id

4  fo r  b y  the o w n e r.

5 *  Sec. 2. S e c tion  1 o f  th is  A c t is  repea led  D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 2007 .
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O ffic ia l Business

S e n a t o r  T h o m a s  H .  W a g o n e r
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Sponsor S tatem ent 
SB 55 A gricultural Land

T h e  R o s s  M i l l e r  f a m i l y  s t a r t e d  h o m e s t e a d i n g  t w e n t y - s e v e n  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  

1 9 4 3  i n  H o p e .  T h e  M i l l e r s  l e a s e d  f i f t e e n  a c r e s  o f  a d j o i n i n g  l a n d  f r o m  t h e  

F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  f i f t i e s ,  t o  u s e  a s  p a s t u r e  l a n d .  D u e  t o  t h e  '6 4  

e a r t h q u a k e ,  t h e  M i l l e r s  l o H  e ig h t e e n  o f  t h e i r  t w e n t y - s e v e n  a c r e  h o m e s t e a d .  

T h e r e  w a s  a n  e a r t h q u a k e  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m  s e t  u p  a n d  c o m p e n s a t e d  t h e  

M i l l e r s  f o r  t h e i r  l o s s  b y  g i v i n g  t h e m  o n l y  o n e  a c r e  o f  l a n d .  T h e  s t a t e ,  a f t e r  

d e t e r m i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  M i l l e r s  h a d  b e e n  h e a t e d  u n f a i r l y ,  d e c i d e d  t h e y  w e r e  

e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  f i f t e e n  a c r e s  o f  l e a s e d  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  l a n d  a s  r e l i e f .  I n  1 9 7 8 ,  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s  t o  t h i s  l a n d  w e r e  c o n v e y e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  f o r m e r  s t a t e  

l a w  A S  3 8 .0 5 . 3 2 1 .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  h a s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  n o  

i n t e r e s t  i n  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  

c o n v e y i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  M i l l e r s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  D N R  is  

n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  

s t a t u t e .

S B  5 5  w i l l  m a k e  a  m i n o r  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  A n y o n e  

w h o  r e c e i v e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s  t o  l a n d  u n d e r  s e c .  6 ( a )  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

S t a t e h o o d  A c t ,  a n d  t h e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  w e r e  1 5  a c r e s  o r  le s s ,  w o u l d  b e  

e l i g i b l e  f o r  fe e  s i m p l e  t i t l e  i f  t h e  o w n e r  p a y s  t h e  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  f o r  t h e  

r e m a i n i n g  i n t e r e s t .



A la s k a  S ta te h o o d  A c t  s e c t io n  6 P a g e  1 o f  4

Alaska Statehood Act
Selection of public lands, fish and wildlife,public schools, mineral 

permits, mineral grants, confirmation of grants, internal 
improvements, submerged lands

Section 6

the  pu rposes o f  fu r th e r in g  the d e v e lo p m e n t o f  and  e xp a n s io n  o f  c o m m u n it ie s , the  State o f  
g ra n te d  a nd  sh a ll be e n tit le d  to  se lec t, w i th in  tw e n ty - f iv e  ye a rs  a fte r  the  date  o f  the 
S ta te  o f  A la s k a  in to  the U n io n , f r o m  lands w ith in  n a tio n a l fo re s ts  in  A la s k a  w h ic h  are 

va ca n t and u n a p p ro p r ia te d  a t the t im e  o f  th e ir  s e le c tio n  n o t to  exceed fo u r  h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  acres o f  
land , and  fro m  the  o th e r  p u b lic  lands o f  the U n ite d  States in  A la s k a  w h ic h  are va can t, u n a p p ro p ria te d , 
and  un rese rved  at th e  tim e  o f  th e ir  se le c tion  n o t to  exceed  a n o th e r fo u r  h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  acres o f  la n d , 
a ll o f  w h ic h  sh a ll be a d ja ce n t to  e s tab lish ed  c o m m u n it ie s  o r  su ita b le  fo r  p ro s p e c tiv e  c o m m u n ity  centers 
and  re c re a tio n a l areas. S uch  lands s h a ll be se lec ted  b y  the S ta te  o f  A la s k a  w ith  the a p p ro v a l o f  the 
S e c re ta ry  o f  A g r ic u ltu re  as to  n a tio n a l fo re s t lands and w ith  the a p p ro v a l o f  the S e c re ta ry  o f  the In te r io r  
as to o th e r  p u b lic  lan ds : P ro v id e d , T h a t n o th in g  h e re in  c o n ta in e d  sha ll a ffe c t a n y  v a lid  e x is t in g  c la im , 
lo c a tio n , o r e n try  u n d e r the la w s  o f  the U n ite d  S tates, w h e th e r fo r  hom estead , m in e ra l, r ig h t -o f-w a y , o r  
o th e r purpose w h a ts o e v e r, o r  sh a ll a ffe c t the r ig h ts  o f  any such  o w n e r, c la im a n t, lo c a to r, o r  e n trym an  to  

the fu l l  use and e n jo y m e n t o f  the la n d  so o ccu p ie d .

(b ) T he  S ta te  o f  A la s k a , in  a d d it io n  to  any o th e r  g ra n ts  m ade in  th is  s e c tio n , is  h e re b y  g ran ted  and 
sh a ll be e n tit le d  to  se lec t, w ith in  tw e n ty - f iv e  years  a fte r  the  a d m iss io n  o f  A la s k a  in to  the  U n io n , no t to 
exceed  one h u n d re d  and tw o  m il l io n  f iv e  h u n d re d  and  f i f t y  th o u sa n d  acres fro m  the  p u b lic  lands o f  the 
U n ite d  States in  A la s k a  w h ic h  are vacan t, u n a p p ro p ria te d , and  u n rese rve d  at the t im e  o f  th e ir  s e le c tio n : 
P ro v id e d , T h a t n o th in g  h e re in  c o n ta in e d  sha ll u f fe c t any  v a lid  e x is t in g  c la im , lo c a tio n , o r  e n try  under the 
la w s  o f  the U n ite d  S tates, w h e th e r fo r  hom estead, m in e ra l, r ig h t -o f-w a y ,  o r  o th e r  p u rpo se  w ha tsoeve r, o r 
sh a ll a ffe c t the r ig h ts  o f  a n y  such o w n e r, c la im a n t, lo c a to r, o r  e n try m a n  to  the  fu l l  use and  e n jo y m e n t o f  
the  lands  so o c c u p ie d : A n d  p ro v id e d  fu rth e r, T h a t no  se le c tio n  h e re u n d e r s h a ll be m ade  in  the area n o rth  
and  w e s t o f  the lin e  d esc rib e d  in  sec tion  10 w ith o u t a p p ro v a l o f  the P re s id e n t o r  h is  des ign a ted  

rep resen ta tive .

(c )  B lo c k  3 2 , and the s truc tu res  and im p ro v e m e n ts  th e reo n , in  the c i t y  o f  Juneau a rc  g ranted  to the 
S tate  o f  A la s k a  fo r  any o r  a ll  o f  the fo l lo w in g  purposes o r  a c o m b in a tio n  th e re o f: A  res idence  fo r  the 

G o v e rn o r, a S ta te  m u se u m , o r p a rk  and  re c re a tio n a l use.

(d )  B lo c k  19 , and the s tru c tu re s  and im p ro v e m e n ts  th e reo n , and the in te re s ts  o f  the U n ite d  States
in  b lo c k s  C  and  7 , and  the s tru c tu re s  and im p ro v e m e n ts  th e re o n , in  the c i ty  o f  Juneau , are he reby

G ranted to the S ta te  o f  A la s k a .•*-

(e )  A l l  rea l and  pe rson a l p ro p e rty  o f  the U n ite d  S tates s itu a te d  in  the  T e r r ito r y  o f  A la s k a  w h ic h  is  
s p e c ific a lly  used fo r  the so le  pu rpose  o f  c o n s e rv a tio n  and p ro te c t io n  o f  the  fis h e r ie s  and  w i ld l i f e  o f  
A la s k a , u nd e r th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  the A la s k a  gam e la w  o f  J u ly  1, 1943 (5 7  S ta t. 3 0 1 ; 4S U .S .C ., sec tions  

192 -2 11 ), as am e nd ed , and  u nd e r the p ro v is io n s  o f  the A la s k a  c o m m e rc ia l f is h e r ie s  la w s  o f  June 26, 
1906 (34  Stat. 4 7 S ; 4 8  U .S .C .. sec tions  2 3 0 -2 3 9  and 2 4 1 -2 4 2 ). and June 6 , 1924 (4 3  S ta t. 4 6 5 ; 48

l u m  / / w w u  I h h l a w v e i s  r o m / s t a t e 6 . h t m 1 / 2 7 / 2 0 0 5
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D I V I S I O N  O F  M I N I N G ,  L A N D  &  W A T E R  

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  D I R E C T O R

F R A N K  H . M U R K O W S K I,  G O V E R N O R

550 WEST 7™ AVENUE, SUITE 1070 
A N C H O R A G E . A L A S K A  99501 -357 6  

P H O N E : (907) 26 9 -86 00  

F A X : (907) 269-890-1

Ja n u a ry  2 1 , 2005

T h e  H o n o ra b le  T o m  W a g o n e r 

S ta te  Senate 

S ta te  C a p ito l,

Juneau, A la s k a  9 9 S 0 1 -1 182 

R E : S u p p o rt fo r  S B  55  

D e a r S ena to r W a g o n e r:

[  am  w r i t in g  to  p ro v id e  m y  s u p p o rt fo r  S B  55. T h e  B i l l  is  e s s e n tia lly  id e n t ic a l to  S B  167, 

in tro d u c e d  b y  S e na to r T o rg e rs o n  in  2001 . T h e  b i l l  w o u ld  e na b le  a nyo ne  m e e tin g  th e  la w ’ s 

c o n d it io n s , to  p u rchase  th e  sta te  re ta in e d  in te res ts  in  p ro p e r ty  o r ig in a l ly  so ld  b y  the  d e p a rtm e n t as 

a g r ic u ltu ra l in te re s t o n ly  lands. A f te r  re v ie w , i t  appears th a t the re  arc fe w , i f  any, in d iv id u a ls  o th e r 

th an  the M i l le r  F a m ily  w o u ld  q u a lify .

T h e  d e p a rtm e n t re v ie w e d  th a t p a r t ic u la r  s itu a tio n  and d e te rm in e d  tha t there  is no c o m p e ll in g  state 

in te re s t in  re ta in in g  th e  re m a in in g  in te rests  in  th is  s m a ll p a rce l o f  land . H o w e v e r, w ith o u t  S B  55 the 

d ep a rtm en t has no  a u th o r ity  to  co n v e y  the  re m a in in g  in te res ts  in  these p ro p e rtie s . W e  s u p p o rt the 

b i l l ,  h w o u ld  have  n o  n e g a tiv e  a ffe c t on  the state in te res t and  w o u ld  h e lp  an A la s k a n  fa m ily  ga in  

e q u ity  in  land  th e y  have  used fo r  m an y  years.

I f  yo u  need m o re  in fo rm a t io n  o r  w o u ld  lik e  to  d iscuss th is  fu r th e r , p lease  c a ll m e  at 2 6 9 -8 6 0 0  o r 

Jane t B u rle s o n  at 4 6 5 -4 7 3 0 .

C c : C o m m is s io n e r  T o m  I rw in

S p e c ia l A s s is ta n t Janet B u rle so n

'‘Develop, Conserve, nml Enhance Sutural Resources for Present unil Future Alaskans, ”



T he  H o n o ra b le  T h o m a s  W a g o n e r 

S tate  Senate  

A la s k a  S ta te  C a p ito l 

Juneau A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r S e n a to r W a g o n e r,

A m y  asked  fo r  a s ta te m e n t o f  s u p p o rt fo r  S B  55. W e  a p p re c ia te  y o u r  e ffo r ts  on  g e tt in g  

th is  “ p ro b le m ”  reso lve d . M a n y  thanks .

S in c e re ly . F ra n k

S ta te m en t o f  s u p p o rt fo r  S B  55

W e  c e r ta in ly  s u p p o rt S B  55 . T h is  b i l l  w o u ld  g iv e  us th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  purchase  the 

re m a in in g  in te re s t in  a 15 acre  p a rce l o f  lan d  th a t w e  o w n  in  H o p e , w h ic h  is c la s s if ie d  as 

a g r ic u ltu ra l r ig h ts  o n ly . O r ig in a l ly ,  th e  parce l w as leased fro m  th e  U S  F o res t S e rv ice  in  

the  m id  19 5 0 ’ s by m y  pa ren ts , Ross and  A lm a  M il le r .  T h e y  w is h e d  to  o b ta in  those 

ro u g h ly  15 acres as a s e ttle m e n t fo r  la n d  “ lo s t"  a fte r th e  19 6 4  E a rth q u a k e . Because o f  

som e e rro rs  and o m is s io n s  b y  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a , th e ir  reques t g o t lo s t. A f te r  a le n g th y  

p e rio d  o f  e x a m in a tio n , th e y  w ere  g iv e n  the o p tio n  to  p u rcha se  o n ly  ag r ig h ts  to  the  15 

acres. A t  th a t tim e , i t  appeared  the  S ta te  had no  in te re s t in  th a t pa rce l re m a in in g  

a g r ic u ltu ra l o n ly , w h ic h  is  s t i l l  the case today . B e in g  a b le  to  pu rchase  fu l l  t i t le  to  ib is  

parce l w o u ld  s o lv e  the  p ro b le m s  re la te d  to  the a g r ic u ltu ra l re s tr ic t io n s  and  m ake  the  land  

m uch  m o re  usab le  to  us.

P O  B o x  39083  
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Amy L. Se itz

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

POMS@legis.state.ak.us
Wednesday, February 02,2005 9:33 AM
Son. Tom Wagoner
New Pom:SB 55 Agricultural Land

T e r r y  M e g h a n  
? o  E o x  8 7 3 3 1 0
V a s i l l a  9 9 6 8 7 - 3 3 1 0 ,

3 5 7 - 2 3 0 3

I  s u p p o r t  S 3 5 5  i n  r e g a r d  t o  r e t u r n i n g  l a n d s  b a c k  t o  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p .

mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us


Amy L. Seitz

POMS@legis.state.ak.us
Wednesday, February 02, 2005 10:57 AM
Sen. Tom Wagoner
New Pom:SB 55 Agricultural Land

T i m o t h y  M e g h a n  
P o  3 o x  5 2 0 3 5 6
B i g  L a k e  9 9 6 5 2 - 0 3 5 6 ,

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

I  a ir. i n  f a v o r  o f  S B  5 5 .

mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us


Amy L. Se it z

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

L i n d s e y  M e g h a n  
P o  B o x  5 2 0 3 5 6

B i g  L a k e  9 9 6 5 2 - 0 3 5 6 ,

P l e a s e  p a s s  S B  5 5 .  T h a n k s

POMS@legis.state.ak,us
Wednesday, February 02, 2005 10:54 AM
Sen. Tom Wagoner
New Pom:SB 55 Agricultural Land

l
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Alaska State Legislature

Please en te r in to  the record  m y testim ony lo  the A le . J - O l e r s - d  e -

C om m ittee  name

Committee on ____________ A5~ &  5 “  .5"___________________ . dated-------ZL ~ — &  £
B ill/S u b je c t

X  7 /Cu t f y  s r c t f f & r f  

^ / W e t  •f-h  c. A ir Y / c r *  /~ *c / a c a / ' o n  4 4 c .
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p / c m e .  ^  2 < s . « c / ~ < r <  p / a t t s r ,  7 ~ 4 e . t f / V f e , ' -

y  r * , , ,  J a A . V J r a . , ,  / 4 / .f

/ o ' , ^ >  -A A e .
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/A/CJ .^ei fa s tcA  c \ A&srtc. C7Ca /'+ f

S igned: i d
T e s tif ie r

Representing (O p tio na l)

tfo .& x ?>7osrc, frsaS;//e> ?9<gs-z:
Address

^ 7  -_ £ £ £ -_  £ & & .____________________________________________________
Phone num ber



POMS @ legis.state.ak.us
Wednesday, February 02, 2005 2:44 PM
Sen. Tom Wagoner
New Pom:SB 55 Agricultural Land

M i c h a e l  M e g h a n  
P o  B o x  8 7 0 5 8 6
W a s i l i a  9 9 6 8 7 - 0 5 8 6 ,

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amy L. Se itz

S i n c e  c h e  M i l l e r & l t 3 9 s  r e l o c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  1 9 6 4  e a r t h q u a k e  i n d u c e d  f l o o d p l a i n  i n  H o p e ,  t h e  
f a m i l y  h a s  e n j o y e d  t h i s  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  f o r  3 g e n e r a t i o n s .  T n e  M i l l e r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  C h e  l a n d  b u t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  d o  n o t  a l l o w  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
d w e l l i n g  p e r  1 5  a c r e s .
H e l p  m a k e  t h i s  l a n d  a  h o m o .

1



SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT 
First Committee of Referral

Department Fiscal Indet.

' k l \ o S
n Rule 23)

Resources Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 55

D A T E :  1 /14 /0 5  F U R T H E R :  ( ^ F i n a n c e

Date o f 5-Day Notice: /Z l  \ 0 5 __________  DATE TURNED ' I /  n //■) £
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23) IN TO OFFICE: ^ '  c / - /0

SB 55 AGRICULTURAL LAND

"An Act instructing the commissioner of natural resources to issue a patent for the remaining interest in 
certain state land to the owner of the agricultural rights to that land."

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced w ith_______  CS

[ ] adopt p re v io u s ________  CS

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _____

[ ] further referral to ___________

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):

  ( _______________ )

  ( _______________ )

  Committee

Committee

Senate Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j New Title

House Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j Technical Title 

Change 
[ ] New Title w/ 

SCR #_____




