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SB 192 SPONSOR STATEMENT

“An Act relating to reimbursement of municipal bonds for school construction; and 
providing for an effective date."

SB 192 seeks to extend until July 1, 2006 the statutory date for municipalities lo 
authorize school construction and renovation bonds and apply for reimbursement from 
tbe state.

The Matanuska-Susitna School District is growing by nearly 500 students each year, 
which is roughly equivalent to the population of an elementary school. This growth 
places significant strain on existing school facilities. Currently, the e is no available 
classroom space in any o f  the district's core-arca elementary school i. The district placed 
52 portable classrooms throughout the district to alleviate overcrowding in Ihe most 
impacted schools. The district estimates needing 23 more portables to meet FY06 
enrollment growth (at a cost of $70,000 per portable).

In fall, 2007, the district will open a new Wasilla-area elementary school. By that time, 
the district’s core area elementary schools will have well exceeded their actual capacity 
by approximately 2000 students, enough to fill four additional elementary schools.

Bonding for new schools is a major piece of the solution for addressing this rapid growth. 
Dcbt-rcimburscment has been successfully used in the past to construct new facilities.

As o f  January 1, 2005 the school bond debt reimbursement program ended. I urge your 
support of SB 192 to extend the program to allow school districts to address their 
construction and renovation needs.



Cody Rice

From:
Sent:
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Subject:

Kim Floyd [Kim.Floyd@matsuk12.us] 
Tuesday, January 18, 2005 2:38 PM

MSBSD Polling Results

m m

To f o l l o w  a r e  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  r e c e n t  p u b l i c  o p in io n  p o l l , w h ich  s u r v e y e d  609 V a l l e y  
r e s i d e n t s ,  60 p e r c e n t  o f  whom do n o t  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  M at-Su  s c h o o l s .

T h ere  a p p e a r s  to  be o v e rw h e lm in g  s u p p o r t  f o r  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  We a s k e d  r e s p o n d e n t s  to  
c o n s i d e r  t h r e e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  and a  new h ig h  s c h o o l  f o r  th e  c o r e  P a lm e r /W a s i l l a  a r e a s .

-  7 7 .4  p e r c e n t  f a v o r e d  a e l e m e n t a r y  i n  S e t t l e r ' s  B ay
-  68 p e r c e n t  f a v o r e d  an e l e m e n t a r y  i n  t h e  S p r in g e r  Loop a r e a  (Pa lm er)
-  69 .7  p e r c e n t  f a v o r e d  an  e l e m e n t a r y  i n  th e  s o u th  Trunk Road a r e a
(Pa lm er)
-  7 1 . 7  p e r c e n t  f a v o r e d  a  h ig h  s c h o o l  i n  th e  c o r e  a r e a

-  58 .5  p e r c e n t  f a v o r e d  a  bond p a c k a g e  o f  $50 m i l l i o n  f o r  t h r e e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s
- 5 2 .3  p e r c e n t  f a v o r e d  a  bond p a c k a g e  o f  $80 m i l l i o n  f o r  t h r e e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  and a
h ig h  s c h o o l

-  I f  60 p e r c e n t  r e im bu rsem en t w ere  o f f e r e d  by  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e
i n d i c a t i n g  th e y  w ou ld  v o t e  " y e s "  on an $80 m i l l i o n  bond p a c k a g e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  74 . 5  p e r c e n t
( t h r e e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  and  a  h ig h  s c h o o l ) ;  S p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a t t o ' s  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  75 p e r c e n t  o f  P a lm e r  r e s i d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  s u p p o r t ,  a s  d i d  74 p e r c e n t  o f  
R e p u b l i c a n s

As you know, a 74 . 5  p e r c e n t  a p p r o v a l  r a t i n g  i n  p r e l im i n a r y  p o l l i n g  i s  p h enom ena l .  We t h in k  
th e  r e s u l t s  a r e  v e r y  t e l l i n g  a b o u t  ou r  com m un ity ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

Our community h a s  come ou t  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  to  o u r  p rop o s ed  bounda ry  c h a n g e s ,  w h ich  wou ld  
move s t u d e n t s  from  c o r e  a r e a  s c h o o l s  t o  o u t e r l y i n g  a r e a s ,  su ch  a s  S u t t o n  and Houston . 
D ur in g  town m e e t in g s  i n  November , p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s h o u ld  
be t h e  p r im a r y  s o u r c e  o f  r e l i e f  t o  o v e r c row d ed  f a c i l i t i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f a m i l i e s  would 
r a t h e r  we b u i l d  p o r t a b l e s  and  k e ep  s t u d e n t s  c l o s e r  to  home th a n  ch ang e  b o u n d a r i e s .

The B o a rd  i s  to  h e a r  p u b l i c  comment and  v o t e  on p rop o s ed  boundary  ch an g e s  on W ednesday . I f  
no t a p p ro v e d ,  we w i l l  work to  s e c u r e  fu n d in g  f o r  p o r t a b l e s  and  p e r h a p s ,  i n  e x t r em e  c a s e s ,  
i n c r e a s e  c l a s s  s i z e s .

P l e a s e  l e t  me know i f  you  n e ed  more i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and hov; we m igh t h e lp  on th e  p a s s a g e  o f  
H B 13 . P l e a s e  s h a r e  o u r  th a n k s  w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  G a t to  and G ruenberg  f o r  s p o n s o r in g  t h i s  
b i l l .

T h an k s ,

Kim F lo y d
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R A N G E L L  

P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

DISTRICT OFFICE
P.O. BOX 2319 

WRANGELL, ALASKA 99929 
Telephone (907) 874-2347 

Fax# (907) 874-3137

February 2, 2005

Representative Carl Gatto 
Room 411 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK  99801-1182

RE: HB13

Dear Honorable Representative Gatto:

I would like to provide you with my full support of House Bill No. 13, “An act relating lo 
reimbursement of municipal bonds for school construction.”

School districts across Alaska are working hard to meet multiple challenges, including 
increasing student performance in core academic subjects and implementing the goals o f  
the State or Alaska Quality Schools Initiative and the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. 
These districts are also struggling to maintain, replace, and modernize their local school 
buildings.

The passage o f  HB 13 will trigger a school debt reimbursement program for school 
district bonds for capital and major maintenance projects. The school debt reimbursement 
program will reimburse school projects at 70 percent taking the burden off of 
municipalities. HB 13, if passcd,will help many rural and urban school districts and 
communities catch up with unmet school construction and major maintenance needs.

Your continued support of public education and Alaska’s youth is very much appreciated.

Sincerely,

Superintendent

SJS :kp
Cc: Alaska State House of Representatives

ACCREOHEO 6V NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY ANO RICHER SCHOOLS



ALASKA COUNCIL

A l a s k a  C o u n c i l  o f  S c h o o l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s

326 Fourth Street, Suite 404  • Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Phone: ( 907)  586-9702 • Fax: 5B6-5879 

web site: www.alaskaacsa.org

OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

January 31, 2005

Representative Mark Neuman, Chair 
House Special Committee on Education

Dear Chair Neuman and Committee members:

Enclosed is resolution 04-8, Bond Debt Reimbursement, adopted by the organizations that make 
up the Alaska Council of School Administrators. This resolution is presented in support of HB
13.

Respectfully submitted,

i ----------------------
Executive Director

http://www.alaskaacsa.org


R esolu tion  04-8

BOND DEBT REIMBURSEMENT

WHEREAS, the voters have supported several local and statewide bond initiatives 
for school construction and major maintenance; and

WHEREAS, the public was informed that local and statewide bond efforts would 
receive State support in the repayment of the bond effort; and

WHEREAS, the planning of construction projects and major maintenance efforts 
were carefully considered with anticipated budget information secured from a 
variety of sources, including information from the State of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, a significant reduction in the repayment schedule from the State of 
Alaska will adversely affect local budgets at an extremely challenging time; now

THEREFORE IT IS RESOLVED that the Alaska Council of School 
Administrators supports full funding of previously approved bonds as they were 
presented to the people of local communities and a continued debt reimbursement 
program that also allows participation by districts unable to bond.

Adopted by the Alaska Council of School Administrators (AASA, AAF.SP,
AASSP and ALASBO) October and December 2004.
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W) 907-742-4322 (F) 907-742-4417 
Wiget_Larry@asdk12.org

SEN A T E F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E

LARRY W IGET, DIRECTOR, G O V E R N M E N T  REL A T IO N S

SB 192 -  A N  A C T  RELA TIN G  T O  R EIM B U R SEM EN T O F 
M U N IC IP A L  BONDS FOR S C H O O L  C O N S T R U C T IO N

T he A n c h o ra g e  School District s u p p o r ts  SB 192.

O n  a n  a n n u a l  basis , the  School Board a d o p t s  a S ix-Y ear C ap i ta l  Im p ro v e m e n t  Plan 
th a t  a d d re s s e s  the  a n t ic ip a ted  levels o f  s tu d e n t  e n ro l lm e n t  a n d  sh if ts  in en ro llm en t ,  
a lo n g  w i th  s c h o o l  fac i l i ty  c o n d i t io n  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l i ty  f ro m  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  
p ersp ec t iv e .  T h e  p la n  d e l in ea te s  the  c o n s tru c t io n  p r io r i t ie s  for th e  D istric t o v e r  each 
s u ccee d in g  six - y e a r  p e r io d .  It is re v ie w e d  a n n u a l ly  as  c o n d i t io n s  change .

W ith  n ea r ly  94 school b u i ld in g s  in o u r  care , a few  m a jo r  re n o v a t io n  a n d  cons tru c t io n  
p ro jec ts  a r e  n e e d e d  n e a r ly  ev e ry  y e a r  to  k e e p  all o f  o u r  fac il i t ies  in g o o d ,  safe  
co n d i t io n  a n d  to  e n s u re  they a re  h ig h ly  effective  le a rn in g  e n v i ro n m e n ts  E x tend ing  
the d e b t  re im b u rs e m e n t  p ro g ra m  to Ju ly  1, 2006 will he lp  m e e t  school co n s tru c t io n  
n e e d s  in a re a s  o f  the  s ta te  that a re  ab le  to b o n d  for school facilities.

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S choo l B oard  s u p p o r t s  e x t e n d in g  th e  s t a t e  la w  r e im b u r s in g  
m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  60% • 70% o f  th e  cost of school c o n s tru c t io n  b o n d s  from  J a n u a ry  I, 
2005 to July 1,2006.

D e b t  R e i m b u r s e m e n t  -  2 0 0 5  ASD L e g i s l a t i v e  P r i o r i t y

S a f e ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  is  a n  e s s e n t i a l  i n g r e d i e n t  in a c h i e v i n g  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s .  T h i s  h a s  l a r g e l y  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  l o c a l  t a x p a y e r s .  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  i c q u c s t s  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  b y  fu l ly  h o n o r i n g  all p a s t  c o m m i t m e n t s  fo r  b o n d e d  i n d e b t e d n e s s  r e i m b u r s e m e n t .
T o  m e e t  f u t u r e  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  n e e d s ,  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  r e q u e s t s  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  r e i n s t a t e  a n d  e x t e n d  t h e  s c h o o l  d e b t  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  p r o g r a m  fo r  n e w  lo c a l  b o n d  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  fu lly  f u n d  t h a t  p r o g r a m .  ___________
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