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S E N A T E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  M O U S E  MILL NO. I(FIN) 

IN Till- L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TIIE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E N T Y - F O U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

in  I III: SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

O ffe red :
Referred:

S |ionso i(s): KE I'K EM .N I A 11\ I s (,‘ A 'I I < ),( he iiau li, Wilw>n, l.v iin , Neuman. Thiim us

A HILL 

FO R  AN A CT E N TITL ED  

"A n  Act rchiliii^ to the base s tuden t allocation used in the fo rm ula  for state fundiuo of 

2 public education; and  pros iclini* for an effect is e dale ."

A Hi: 11 E N A ('T E I)  i n  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S I  A I E  O F  ALASKA:

-5 * Section I. AS 14 .17.470 is amended lo read

See. N .1 7.47(1. Have student allocation. Hie base student allocation is 

U S4.733 (S-L576J.

* See. 2. AS 14.17.470. a . amended In sec I ol this Act, is amended to read 

.S Sec. N . 17.47(1. Have s tudent allocation. Ihe base student allocation is

‘i S4.0UJ | Sd.7.131

1(1 * Sec. 3. The uncoditieJ law oJ the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

11 read:

12 C O M IN G ! N I I I I K  I OF SI ( I ION 2 AS 14 17.470, as amended by see 2 ol

13 this Act, takes el lee I only tl the I wemy-fourth Alaska Stale Legislature during its I irM

14 Regular Session passes a veision ol ,ui Act that entirely replaces the existing defined benefit

* I *
lifm r. v* : l in 'i.l U T iW II V VTA .' 1>XACnrrt.V

si st suit iii ini
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plan lor teachers established in AS 14.25 for teachers and members of the teachers' retirement 

system with a defined contribution plan for persons who are first employed as teachers and 

members covered by that system after that \et's effective date, and that entirely replaces the 

existing defined benefit plan for public employees established in A S  39.35 for members of the 

public employees' retirement system with a defined contribution plan for persons who arc first 

employed as members covered by that retirement system after that Act's effective date, and 

that Act takes effect on a date that is not later than June 30. 2006.

* See. 4. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

R E T R O S P E C T I V E  KFFKCT O F  ShCTION 2. If under see. 3 of this Act. sec. 2 of 

this Act takes effect, and the effective date of sec. 2 is not earlier than July 1. 2005. and not 

later than June 30, 2006. the amendment made to A S  14.17.470 by see. 2 of this Act is 

retrospective to July I. 2005. and applies to the calculation of the formula for payment of state 

funding of public education under AS 14.17 for state fiscal year 2006.

* .Set. 5. Section 1 of this Act takes effect July 1,2005.

* See. 6. If. under see. 3 of this Act. see. 2 of this Act takes effect, it takes elfect on the 

later of the effective date of sec. 1 of this Act or of the Act described in see. 3 of this Act.

* See. 7. Sections 3 and 4 of this Act take effect immcdiatels under A S  01.10.070(e).

S« S i Slllt -2-
.*,w r r s t  Wiioriitin) i r v u s r e n  t i: \ :■ f m c k s t s o I



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________
Title "An Act increasing the base student

Fiscal Note Number.

Bill Version
(S) Publish Date.

M AR L II 2005

SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITEE

REPORTED OUT

S C S C S H B  1 (FIN) 

3/16/05

allocation for state funding of public education.

_ Dept. Affected: Education & Early Development
RDU K-12 Support____________________
Component Foundation Program_____________

Sponsor
Requester

Rep. Gatto
Senate Finance Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No 

(Thousands of Dollars)

141

Note. Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 32 .0186
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 32,018.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I j [

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) j j

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 32 018 6
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 32,018.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimato of any curront yoar (FY2005) cost: 0 0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included in tho Govornor's FY 2006 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Paittim o
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attocn a separate page it necessary)

i his bill would increase tho base Student Allocation to $4,733 for FY 200G

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by 
Agency

Senate Finance Committee Phone
Date/Time 3/16/05 8 40 AM

Onto 3/16/2005

k».i Page 1 of _2___



Fiscal Nolo # 6 
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I Y06 llmr Slmlcril A line j I ion Increase to S4.7iJI i mi i w ' r  . i i u i i i

School [SitlrKl
KY06 l ’ rojcction KY06 I ’ rtijcctiiin 

(3) $4376 faj S4 .7 JJ Difference

Alaska (i .new ay 4,9)5,667 5.065.670 150.003

Aleutian Region 1,059,727 1,083,040 23,313

Aleutians Last 3,501.788 3.644 037 142.249

Anchotagc 223,154.797 233 596.762 10.441,965

Annette Islam] 1.398,131 1.407.662 89,531

lienng Strait 17,205,353 18,026,913 821.560

llnstol Bay 1.239,140 1,306,670 67,536

Chatham 1.733,593 1,796,983 63,390

Cluigaeh 1,905,637 1,938,796 33,159

Copper Riser 6,032.438 6.245.535 213,097

Cor Jos a 3,087,845 3.217,976 130.131

Craig 3,698.050 3 640,330 142.280

Delia Creel) 8,942.900 9,248.706 305,896

Denali 4.597.598 4.774.294 176,696

Dillingluin 4 263,506 4.437,774 174.268

l.mbanks 72.823.842 76.239.078 3,415 236

lialena 16.058.992 16 392.770 333787

Haines 1.563,785 1,645 882 82,097

1 loonah 1.535.829 1 596.694 60.865

1 Is Jalnng 767.366 783 083 16,317

1 JitaroJ Area 4 427,089 4.517.994 90.905

Juneau 23 648 457 24,839 469 1.191 0*2

Kake 1,190 539 1.237.538 46.999

K.'uhunaittiiii 2 546 629 2 678.521 131.892

Kenai Peninsula 46.160.906 48 424 071 2 233 165

Kculukan (iatcssas 11,703 837 12 254,761 550.024

Mavtuck 1 331 394 1,362656 31.265

Kt'Jiak Island 15 580 674 16273521 692 847

Ktispuk 4610680 4 811,516 209836

1 .Ac .V IVninsula 5 980 874 0 202.027 221.153

1 usser Kmkokssim 39,975,145 41.015.415 1.040.270

1 ms cl Vukon 18 120.223 18 96 8 622 845.399

Mat-Su 83.C64 663 B4 439 779 3 375 080

Serums 3 922 370 4.058 909 136 590

Nome 6 359 841 6 605 699 745,055

North Slope 8 451 990 0 115*83 663 793

Notllmcst Aretn 22227 563 23 103 966 870416

I ’clis an 404.184 410.429 8 245

Cetcrsburg 3 091 527 3.853164 161.637

Cribilol 1 758.2C4 1 319 973 61 707

S- ot Mats s 1 092 370 2081 131 68,T6t

Silka 7 265.034 7 606.774 344 740

Magssas 710547 748 377 37.830

SuullieJH IslanJ 3 066 832 3 130714 00 682

SdUlhuest Region 6817403 7,134 603 317 194

1anana 1027829 1 064 645 37.018

Ciulaska 2 *65 593 2 512 274 108 081

Valdez 3 684 MB 3 965 330 180 672

‘Arangrll 2 276 #15 2 375 040 98 225

Yakuiat 091 431 1 031 435 40 004

\ ukitn lla is 4617236 4 728 992 109 750

3 uk.oi Koyukuk 11 056 846 11 481 721 421 373

Yupm 4 225753 4 425 357 199 599

Mi 1 Jjetumbc 1 642 250 1 9)1 096 8 9 849

AM YA 4 296.070 4 518 07? 210 549

IM u t 28 C5fl 100 70 068 100 0
M I A I S  768 564 301 ? M W W 0  37 018 047

r»j»o* ?
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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BIEL NO. l(FIN) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

UV THE S EN A TE FINANCE C O M M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Spoiisor(s): REPRESEN TA TIV ES GATTO, Chenault,  Wilson, Lynn, Neuman, I'homas

A BILL 

FOR AN A C T  ENTITLED 

"An Act relating in tiie base student allocation used in the formula for state funding of

2 II public education; and providing for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY TH E  LEGISLATURE O F THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 || * Section 1. AS 14.17.470 is amended to read:

5 II Sec. 14.17.470. Base student allocation. The base student allocation is

6 || S4.733 ($4,576).

7 || * See. 2. AS 14.17.470. as amended by see. I o f  this Act, is amended to read:

S || See. 14.17.47(1. Base student allocation. Ihe base student allocation is

<> II $ 4 . 0 1 I$4.7331.

10 || * Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State o f  Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

11 || read:

'■* 11 CONTINGENT EFFECT OF SECTION 2. AS 14.17.470. as amended by see. 2 of

13 || this Act, takes effect only if the Twenty-Fourth Alaska Stale Legislature during its First

14 Regular Session passes a version of an Act that entirely replaces ihe existing defined benefit

-1- SCSCSHH I(FJN)
'W 7> .v t U n d e r!  m o d  I  DELETED TEST BRACKETED]
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plan lor teachers established in A S  14.25 for teachers and members of the teachers' retirement 

system with a defined contribution plan for persons who are first employed as teachers and

3 II members covered by that system after that Act's effective date, and that entirely replaces the

4 || existing defined benefit plan for public employees established in A S  39.35 for members of the

5 II public employees' retirement system with a defined contribution plan for persons who are first

6 || employed as members covered by that retirement system after that Act's effective date, and 

that Act takes effect on a date that is not later than June 30. 2006.

* Sec. 4. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

R E T R O S P E C T I V E  E F F E C T  O f  S E C T I O N  2. If under see. 3 of this Act see. 2 of 

this Act takes effect, and the effective date of sec. 2 is not earlier than July 1. 2005, and not 

later than June 30, 2006, the amendment made to AS 14.17.470 by sec. 2 of this Act is 

retrospective to July 1. 2005. and applies to the calculation of the formula for payment of state 

funding of public education under A S  14.17 for state fiscal year 2006.

* Sec. 5. Section 1 of this Act takes effect July I, 2005.

* See. 6. If. under sec. 3 of this Act, sec. 2 of this Act takes effect, it takes effect on the

later of the effective date of sec. I of this Act or of the Act described in sec. 3 of this Act.

* Sec. 7. Sections 3 and 4 of this Act take effect immediately under A S  01.10.070(c ).

SCSCSHH l(FIN)
.Vow T e x t  U n d e r l i n e . I  I  DELETED ?  EXT BRACKETED 1
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Testimony - H B  1 Donna Peterson, Ed.D., K P B S D  Superintendent 3/9/05

H B  J provides the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District with the opportunity to pay 

our increased fuel costs in the 18 schools heated with fuel oil or propane and to pay Ihe 

retirement obligations for our current employees. Obviously we are thankful that it 

doesn't look like wc will have lo cut further positions in order to meel these fixed 

obligations. But, the false hope that our school district could do much of anything to 

affect the large class sizes or bring back vocational, music, art, physical education or 

other offerings is wrong - the amount proposed in HB1 simply won't do it.

Information is power. I would like to share three informational items with you in this 

testimony. The first is what school looks like for our current juniors in high school. 

Beginning in their seventh grade year (5 years ago) the course offerings began being 

reduced. The District was desperately doing everything possible to work smarter and 

more efficiently so that Ihe classrooms would be the last impacted area. We've done 

everything (shared services for administration, nursing, counseling, secretaries) right up 

to and including closing a school. The seniors next year have done without textbooks, 

desks in some cases, and certainly without the rich array of opportunities traditionally 

associated with schools. Couple that with their increased requirements for graduation 

and you can understand why when I talk to them, they think the adul's in their world have 

royally screwed up. What price have they had to pay for the lack of investment?

The second informational item I'd like to share with you is about the cost study. For six 

years we have been following the rules, going to Juneau, being patient. The statutory 

requirements of SB 36 required this review. The results arc in and they are clear - there 

is no other district in the state as under funded as the Kenai Peninsula Borough. What 

would we have done with that money? Can you imagine classes in our 16 schools of 

under 100 students that had more than one teacher for 20 students in 5+ grades? Can you 

imagine a staffing formula that allows teachers lo not have 30 high needs students 

crammed into rooms built for 2d students? Can you imagine programs for students that 

helps them reach their highest personal potential? That’s what the equity of the cost study 

would have done for us. We've finally hemorrhaged - the bleeding and reductions can no 

longer be contained by the band aid fixes being applied in the area of funding. The 44 

schools on the Kenai Peninsula need immediate and substantial financial help, well 

beyond that provided in H B  1.

The last piece of information that may be of interest is anecdotal. When children leave 

our system at any point, we attempt to interview parents and see why. Six years ago the 

answers we got were things like "I’m  mad at a teacher or principal and I'm going to home 

school" Four years ago the mujorily ol answers were things like. "I'm headed to MatSu 

or Anchorage because that’s where the jobs arc." Beginning two years ago, the answers 

we heard go like this, "This state is so messed up that we can do much better outside, 

especially for our kids." In other words there’s a degree of urgency if we are going to 

address the hopelessness fell by many Alaskans.



Remember, information is power. You have the information and you have the power. I'd 

like you to picture the bright flame burning in our students as they receive the skills to 

become productive members of society - that's the dream of public education. Over the 

last few years on the Kenai, that bright flame has been reduced to smoldering coals.

Pretty soon there will be just the ashes left from those of use still trying to make a 

difference, no mailer the odds. I speak on behalf of the 9500 students, the 1100+ 

employccs, and the 50,000 Borough residents who expect the constitutionally mandated 

public education to thrive. By not addressing both adequacy and equity in education 

funding, the message is that on your watch, by your action (or inaction), you have 

decided that the students of the Kenai Peninsula are worth less than others.
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Senate Finance Committee HB 1 Hearing March 9 ,2005

My name is Sandy Wnssilie; I am vice-president of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 
from Seward.

I appreciate the attention the Legislature Is giving to EQUITABLE, ADEQUATE AND EARLY 

funding tor K-12 education.

Tho inequitable Area Cost Differential (ACD) for our district (1.004) over the years has led to a 

serious inadequacy of funding The Base Student Allocation (BSA) of $4919 proposed In HB 1 

is helpful. It does nnt, however, allow us to provide the kind and number of programs we need to 

meet increasing mandates and an increasing achievement gap that seems to be going hand in 

hand with an increasing poverty rate, about 40%, at least on our side of tho Peninsula.

To close llio achievement gap, we need to address the programming gap. To close the 

programming gap. we need to address the funding gap. With adequate funding, we can 

continue to reduce class size to the levels of three years ago, add teachers and more classes— 

more classes in terms of both subject matter and number of sections. For instance, we have 

classes of 30 or more students in rooms built for 25 or less. For instance, we have too few 

teachers and classes to provide full day programming at the Seward Middle School, and most 

district high schools. The number o f' home releases" at junior and senior grade levels Is 

increasing. We have been reducing academic and technical offerings and the level of adult 

supervision young people deserve.

I would urge you to support HB 1 and add to the BSA. Our board has passed a resolution 

staling we need; a total of $5200 per pupil based on tho current ACD. This will provide a quality 

education that enables our students, first of all. to graduate, and then, to take advantago of 

college, lodmicnl trainlrg and the numerous job opportunities a gas lino and mining are opening 

up in the near fuluru

We ore very heartened by the findings ol tho recent Alaska School District Cost Update by 

IS E K  It gives our district a reasonable figure of 1.171. Monday nighf. our board passed 

another resolution in support of this study and askmg for legis'ation that phases In the 

recommendations resulting in a more equitably distribution of funds, BUT NOT AT THE P R IC E  

OF ADEQUACY Oh FUNDS TOR ALL DISTRIC IS .

In dosing I would urge you to consider K-1? funding nol as a state cost but a wiso Investment. 

Thank you.
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A L A SK A  S T A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E

Thank, you for having this pobfic hearing to allow parent* & community members to voice their opinion*. I 
om the porem of four children, products of the Anchorage School District Kenal Peninsula School DUirict 
nnd two homaechool program*, I only have one child left in school, an eighth grader. I have watched the 
educational program In my focal scnoote erode steadily slnco tho first day I put my 25 year okJ in 
klndorgorten Money may not ba Ihe answer but it It part of tho eolation.

Did you hear Aton Greenspan speaking boforo a Congrc-tclotwl hoaring recently (I behave the same day 
the ttouw  voted to rok*. aducatinnal funding but no* to n level that ootuoDy iroproveo tho current situation 
in my local schools)? He responded to a question about the growing gap between upper income nnd 
lowor Income Americans by qultn a long response about education end how it essontinl it was for our 
cuunlry. He didn't suggest anything othor thun education a* Ihn w*y to close ton gap

How can education dose the pop if we ore not suppked the funds to put aufllcteot numbers of teachers In 
front of kids sod kkfci don't reodvw h higti quality education? Groontpor u id  we're shl behind the rest of 
tho world ..white our fourth grjdnra mi on track by 12* gredc we've dropped the bell end we're behind In 
the geme (my words not his more eloquorl description) Our economy r» poing globel. Our Wdr.nood to 
compute globally.

My son atlonds a middle school without a librarian, wtthout ail, without musk:, vktoady wteiout fteW trips, 
Without computer rijecars, without ahop. His school does have the distinction of the shortest day in our 
district and science cteMae wldi over 30 student*. Konal Porunsulo 8choote havo boon chortchnoged by 
the foundation formula for over a decade. As you vote to spend (lie excess earning this year, please 
temper your votes by the educational needs of our Alaskans and oovo of thoco oaminpc for schools this 
year and In tfv» futuw

Signtrt:

(U e p r e i e n t ln j !  / O p t io n a l )

. ^ g k y C . 3 3 . 3 _____ v? t tu n & c d ___
(Address)

2 .V .[ - 1 3 Q S i
(Phonr  No . )
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Alaska State Legislature

f'lonso crilcr into tho record by testimony to the CQVMHrSlKA*!
cofmiiitiftaon . h)P>) . .detectGiL/CJijCCr rooArs OAH=

You oltcu Itriu/ ]>ecplo! jokingly say - “It's the Secretary that really runs the school.’’ Well, that saying is 
becoming more and more true every year • and it's not funny any more. In the 8 years that I have been at 
McNeil fijiytm, tlt-.'re iuvo been cuts to teachers, custodians, nurses and the principal. My job has grown
signirc.-,n!ly.
1 Jtetv t i s j d  to be a full lime muse. We now have nursing services one day b  week. That means I om now the 
n.irsc t days a week. I pass out modicatioas, take out slivers, sooth hurts, check for head lice, tAke 
tcmpr.mhtn̂ , ’.vnsh und bandage scrapes and on overage see 12 students a day. Since wc no longer have a 
cusux:).i/i all d.\y, I r.ui often bv s;*cn carrying 5 gallon water bottles down the ball to put in one of the water
coolers when they run out.
The [ ci (*o yenrs, our principal's hours have been cut. Last year he was at Razdolna School part of tho time 
nnd t’ ' yu.it he Is expected to tcacli half of the day. 1 have licard rumor* that the district is considering having 
regie*',si principals. Docs lids mean there will be a sub for the principal in the building when he is at another 
echo.*1V My gucso it probably trot, since there was ncscr a sub for ruy principal when he had to go to Razdolna 
Lvt y.\ i Most likely, n teacher will be asked to shoulder the addhlonal responsibility of being in charge for tbc 
llay - in tkSditioil to her regular teaching duties and without additional compensation for this huge feaponsiblllty. 
IhLi jiiiins that for the entire day, if there is a situation that the principal (or charge tcacter) needs to deal with - 
the slud ;nt or parent or 1 will Ic waiting even longer for a solution or answer or assistance because the principal 
is in r.-intljff building arkl tho tcucher is in clay,. This kind of a situation is not fair to the principal, the teacher, 
the S»;eaN'*X>, tl.O [ utTits or the .Students, 'A'ben the principal is out of the building, technically a tcncbcr is put in 
chuty.'? 1 m: r.-utatically, it’s the jecrrtAry wljo is ileahni; wjtfi every thing.
iV. i-:C vturiO:', wo love our jote find ore doing the best wc cab. but our “To Do” list grows longer every day.
1 respect pj I !y ask loot you adequately fund education. Thb downward trend cannot be continued.
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Siophamo AJIlson 
&414 Loop Run Drive 
Juneau AK CC80' 
Phone 7SO-:09k 
Fax: 790-6407

To: Mindy Rowland From : Stephanie Allison
_  _

Fox: 465-2187 D atoi March-8:2005

Phorw 465-4935 Fag**: 2 w/cover
Roi Testimony CCi

J  U rgent □  For R o vio w  □  P lM .se  C om m ent □  P lo a s * Roply □  P lvaso  R ecycle

•Comments:

Ms.Rw.lond,

Due to a s.ck child I am unable to personaly r«strfy at the Senate Finance Committee meeting today at 
9iOOam. I 'would like the following tettor to be * pad of tho rocord. Please call me If you have 
quosLons.

Thank >tju 
S tephanie AHuon

S t e p h a n i e  L. Allison, 

C P A
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March 8, 2005

Senate Finance Committee 
First Session
Twenty-Fourth Legislature 
Juneau. Alaska

Dear Ladies & Gentlomon;

I am writing out of concern for the under funding of our stales education system. I havo livod In 
Alaska for 28 years, receiving all of my secondary and post-secondary education within the state. 
When I attended Chugiak High School in tho early 80's the only class with 30 students was band. 
The rest of my classes nevur exceeded 25 students. I cringe when hearing of classes at Juneau 
Douglas Hlgn School exceeding 35 pupils. The class sizes in other schools within the Juneau 
School District are not much better. At Glacier Valley Elementary, where I am on the site council, 
both fifth grade classes hav* 31 students, one 4/5 grade clas3 has 30 students, one 2nd grade 
class has 27 students and L.4h 1st grade classes have 26 students

My ov/n son's kindergarten class had 25 students. Although his teacher worked hard, had parent 
asslstanra every day of tho week and greatly cared for ner students, tho students didn’t get 
every1'i>ng they needed. This caring teacher spent a great deal of time advocating for her 
students whose parents couldn’t or wouldn’t advocate thomselves. This activity drained the 
teacher of time and energy I believe that these parents didn't advocate because they didn't know 
how or that they should. 1 he reason they didn't have this knowledge or skill was because of their 
own education, and a state thr. railed them.

This groat state, which is not by any means poor, is fa'ling its children. Wo are reaping our 
rewards and will be paying for this for many years to come Ou: undereducated citizens Will need 
financial assistance when they can t food or house their families Our undoroducated Citizens will 
faco incarceration, a cost tho stato supports Our undcreducatoc citizons will continue to rely on 
overworkod teachers to nrtvocatu for their children.

The fallout of uncer funding education will continue to snowball until wo are no 'ongei a great 
state, but a dospomto one Please, increnso the baso funding for our children I support the 
Alaska Kids Count and Anchoroge School District proposal of $5120 per student and I hope you 
oo os well

Respectfully.

Stephanie L. Allison, CPA

'983 Chugwk High School Gradu.' te 
1989 arid 1993 UAF Graduato

1 m  U *  M WI01
din)mo.joix a i i y r ^ c f i i ^ 'n w n
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I am unable to attend the hearing scheduled for 9:00 a m and would like to submit the 
attached comments. If  you need additional information, please contact me at 907-488- 
7306 Thank you'
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N o r t h  P o l e  H i g h  S c h o o l  P T S A  

6 0 1  N o r t h  P o l e  H i g h  B o u l e v a r d  

N o r t h  P o l e ,  A K  9 9 7 0 5

DATE: Mftrch 8, 2005

TO: Senate Finance Committee

v
FROM: Margarita Bell, President

North Pole High School PTSA

SUBJECT: HB I

On November 9, 2004, the North Pole High School PTSA unanimously approved 
Resolution 2004-01: North Pole High School Increase in Staffing to Improve Academic 
Achievement by Reducing Classroom Sizes (sec attached).

Although the resolution is specific for our school and location, the expectations and 
impact are the same for all schools in the State of Alaska The North Pole High School 
PTSA uipports an increase in the amount of base student allocation sufficient to reduce 
class sizes

Our future depends on the success of our students and their success is due to the 
education they receive today.

2004-2005 Officers;
Margarita Metl, Prrndent -  Karen Lane, Vice Prwltknt 

Kim Sckmle/, Trramrrr- Cindy .Sitnpwn, Secretary
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NORTH POLE HIGH SCHOOL PTSA

RESOLUTION 2004-01

NORTH POLE HIGH SCHOOL INCREASE IN STAFFING TO 
IMPROVE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT BY REDUCING 

CLASSROOM SIZES

WHEREAS, the Department of Education has acknowledged that smaller classes are 
effective in helping to improve academic achievement and has accepted research that 
indicates that the tlireshold for classes lies between 15 and 20 students; and,
WHEREAS, the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District requires students to pass 
the High School Graduation Qualifying Exam in areas of mathematics, reading, and 
writing; and,

WHEREAS, the colleges requires high school graduates to have several credits in 
mathematics, English and sciences; and,

WHEREAS, the North Pole High School has class space to provide for four additional 
classes in core academic areas such as mathematics, language arts, and science; and,
WHEREAS, the North Pole High School has 13 English classes. 6 mathematic classes. 15 
social studies, and 4 foreign language classes over 27 students and 16 science classes over 
the safety capacity of 24 students; and,
NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that North Pole High School Parent Teacher 
Student Association supports the increase in academic staffing at North Pole High School 
and encourages the Fairbanks North Star Borough Board of Education to approve 
additional staffing for North Pole High School.
PASSED AND APPROVED:

ATTEST:
ti

North Pole High School PTSA
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Barbara Thurston 
628 Scatcr Street 
Juneau, AK 99801 
March 8, 2004

Members o f the Senate Finance Committee 
Slate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senators:

I am unable to attend the March 9 hearing on HB1, but wanted to send in my written 
thoughts.

I am very concerned about the school binding level that was approved by the House in 
HB1. At a base student level o f $4919, most schools in the state wilj be facing cuts in the 
amount of money available to educate children.

I have had a child in the Juneau School District for five years, and have witnessed the 
effect that the consistently decreasing funding levels has had on the children. Class sizes 
have grown significantly across tho board in the past few years, with some kindergarten 
and first grade children in classes with 25 or more students. Elementary schools have cut 
back on music, gym, extended learning, art, and other areas that arc critical to a child’s 
success in school. High schools have very overcrowded classes, with fewer materials and 
fewer elective classes available to students.

If HB1 passes the way it is currently written, these cuts will only increase.

1 urge you to increase the Base Student Allocation inH Bl to the S5120 that has been 
recommended by a number o f groups. Alaska has enough money to pay for these costs; 
we simply need the legislature to take the leadership and make our children the priority 
they need to be.

Than ; you.



M A R - 0 9 - 0 3  WED 0 7 : 2 1  D I E S E L S  FAM ILY 9 0 7  7 9 0  4 8 7 2 P .  0 1

Audrey and Bill Diebels, Jr. 
8342 Betty Ct. 907-789-4872
Juneau, AK 99801

March 9,2005

Re; HB 1

Dear Finance Committee Senator

I urge legislative approval of increased funding for education at a base student allocation of $5120. 
Some have questioned whether more money will meet our education needs. While more money will 
not solve ALL our problems, it will help immensely to:

• ensure every student has a desk in the classroom
• allow quality instruction wrth manageable class sizes (especially for Ichor-intensive subjects 

such as English)
• keep instructional materials current in this quickly changing world.

Class s i/e  does mattorl

My son Is in college and my daughter is a junior at JDHS in Juneau. My reasons for caring about 
education funding and the effect it would have on my kids have essentially vanished. Howover, I coro 
about Alaska and its dim future if we continue to under-fund education of our most prodous resource: 
our kids.

In d 0 6 ing. let mo offer thl3 anecdote. After growing up in Juneau I wont to college in Wisconsin, then 
worked 10 years In Seattle In 1690 my family returned to Juneau lo be doser to family and raise our 
kids In “a small tcsvn" Quality of schools was a factor in our doadon and at tho time echoda In Juneau 
vwtre roughly equivalent to schools in Redmond, WA whore we lived. As an Involved parent who has 
been on site councils and participated in parent groups throughout my kids' education I have seen first­
hand the Impact of inadequate funding.

What troubles me is that if parents of young kids were to ask my advice on whether lo make a similar 
move, I would have to warn them that education is not a pnonty for Alaska and advise them to consider 
look elsewhere to raise their family. Wtth our current approach (o education we ore implying that 
mediocrity is acceptable and it makes mo frwr for the futuro of AJosko

PIoquj make adequate funding for education o prionty.

Sincerely,



March 7, 2005

Co-chair Senator Green and C o-chair Senator W ilken and fellow Senate Finance 
com m ittee m em bers.

My nam e is Lillian Melisa W orl. As a representative of Auke Bay E lem entary Site 
Council, a m em ber of A laska Kids count, and as a concerned parent of two 
children who attend Auke Bay I wanted to share a few words for the record on 
HB1.

I recognize that most of you are quite fam iliar with education, funding and 
foundation form ulas. W hat I want to share with you is what I've been seeing in 
the classroom s over the last four years. For the last few years, I’ve been 
volunteering in the classroom , in m y daughter and son ’s class each week. I 
began volunteering initially to ease m y ch ild ’s transition into school. However, 
from the firs', day of school I was truly overwhelm ed at the high level of dem and 
required of the teachers.

To this day, I am im pressed with how much teachers are doing with their scarce 
resources. In these past years, in the efforts to met the requirem ents of No Child 
Left Behind, I’ve helped the teachers wi*h math assessm ents, working with small 
reading groups, walking between the tables and desks helping the kids with their 
writing.

I’ve felt frustrated when I see how often one child, who desperate ly needs help 
from a special education teacher, can halt the class teaching as they act out their 
learning and behavioral frustrations. The teachers have no choice but to stop 
and help get that ch ild ’s em otions under control m eanwhile 23 or more other 
students stand-by and watch. It is frustrating to me because I know with more 
resources, that child might get the help they need and more students could 
progress at a rate they need to moot the high academ ic standards placed upon 
our teachers.

I’m disappointed that I’m increasingly paying for public education through 
pushing my ch ild ren ’s gift wrap sales, garden sales, art auctions, paying S2 here. 
S3 there for buses for field trips. And also while I’m juggling car pools to save 
gas on picking up my son from kindergarten now that there are no longer school 
kinder-buses, my two sisters don ’t have that option and must pay more of Iheii 
lim ited incom e on Rally. Or worse. I worry about my nephew w ho walks to 
school along a heavy traffic, snowy road in the dark bocauso tho side-w alks are 
not yet plowed and ho doesn’t hvo m oro than 1 V? m iles from his school so lie  no 
longer gots pickod up by a school bus. Can it really be expected for a 5-year old. 
or oven a 10-year old, to do so safely? If you think so, rem em ber Skyler Lee 
Kim,



I'm sad that my aunt who adopted a foster child is not getting the help she needs 
to continue the tutoring that child needs to learn the core requirem ents for 
reading.

You have all heard about crowded classroom s, torn textbooks, leaking roofs. 
W hat I am seeing in the classroom s is more than just that. I’m seeing kids who 
are already struggling to succeed, never mind m eet the core, as early as 
kindergarten and second grade. I’m concerned that if they’re struggling now, will 
they make it to graduation or even to high school. I'm seeing families, who make 
just enough m oney to pay their mortgage, food and childcare, who do not have 
the extra m oney to pay for after school p iogram s like piano, dance, soccer.
Those children are not getting the "luxuries" of art and sports since those 
program s have long been cut-back in the schools to mere half-time positions. My 
kids get library, music, and gym on a rotating m onthly basis in school. Is it 
enough? I don ’t think so, but fortunately, my family is able to supplem ent. But 
what about the at-risk and lower-income kids who could benefit and be m otivated 
from music, sports and art where perhaps the other academ ic areas are not.

W hat I'm trying to say is your vote to increase funding is critical. It will provide 
much needed special education specialists to help the students who need it 
most, reduce the class sizes giving teachers a num ber of students they can 
m anage m ore productively, provide classroom  supplies out-dated and worn, and 
possibly fund some of the basics we've cut from our schools over the years and 
have accepted as adequate. I am here to say as a parent and school site council 
representative, our education funding is not acceptable and is not adequate.

Thank you for your time.

Respectfully,

Lillian Melisa (Lisa) W orl 
9159 W olfram  W ay 
Juneau, A laska 99301
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From: Carlile [carlile16mile@gci.nel]

Sent: Sunday, March 06, 2005 1:02 PM

To: Sen. Lyda Green

Subject: School funding

Dear Senator Green,

Afler years of insufficient funding and rapidly rising costs, we can no longer afford lo do anything but make 
education funding a TOP priority in Alaska. I have watched the effects of Ihis funding inadequacy take different 
forms as my own children have moved through the public school system in Juneau: a first grade teacher 
stopping notes home to parents because the school had ru. out of copy paper; multiple elementary classes 
being divided up weeks after the start of school to take advantage of one more teacher added when enrollment 
numbers just squeaked up over the target; requests for parent contributions from the middle school to replace 
outdated computers; high school teachers, with 150 students coming through their door each day, expected to 
give quality feedback on essays. The list goes on and on. Our students deserve no less than current textbooks,
smaller clas: sizes, adequate counseling, diverse and quality course offerings, teachers with adequate resources
to prepare students for life beyond high school.

Last year’s legislative efforts at staving oft further cuts were laudable, but did nothing to IMPROVE the plight ot 
our schools. The public is not tooled by claims of an "increase" in the BSA to $4919 this year. It's no secret that 
this amount doesn't even maintain the status quo, much less turn the tide toward real improvements. Yes. it will 
take courage and creativity to make substantive change; but it’s time we paid the price lor putting education on 
the back burner lor vears and begin to move forward. I expect thf legislature to do whatever is necessary to 
orovide the funding to not only prevent further cuts, but take a substantial step to improve things. This year. I 
fully expect to pay my part. As it is, I pay by contributing piecemeal to tno critical needs in my own kids' 
classrooms.

A BSA of $4919 is unacceptable. At $5120. we can prevent further cuts AND begin to make Ihe kind of 
improvements the studonts ot this state doserve. You showed us you cared last yoar by tacmg up to Ihis funding 
dolicit and preventing further cuts. Show us with your vote this year that you are committed to making a real 
difference - permanent changes that set us on the road to real improvement.

Sincerely,
Jan Carlilo 
789-4746

Iv y J. F rye

.1/7/2005

mailto:carlile16mile@gci.nel
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From: Shelagh Sands [ssands@alaska.net]

Sent: Sunday, March 06, 2005 11:59 AM

To: Sen. Gary Wilken; Sen. Lyda Green; Sen. Con Bunde; Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen.
Lyman Hoflrnan; Sen. Donny Olson

Subject: base foundation formula, parent 

Dear Senators,

I am a parent of three hero in Juneau. I am on the PTA and will not be able to make it to the capitol on Thursday 
to test fy.
I believe strongly that the foundation formula should be raised to $5 ,120.1 have volunteered (or 10 years in the 
schools and have worked diligently lo help the schools in many ways.
Over the years I have seen how these cuts have effected education and we need to lower class size and bring 
back art, music, gym and extra ESL  money to the districts. The schools have pared down to the bone. It is time to 
make a commitment to make them better. If you raise this base foundation formula you will alfecl the class and il 
is desperately needed.
There is a reason we rank 43"' in the country for drop out rate. We have not inspired our children at a young age 
to remain engaged in education. We stress the academics and cut all that make a child want to be in school. Art, 
music, gym, time to talk with a friend as the class is smaller. Time lo be part of a smaller community as then the 
shy can be heard.
The high school has a arop out rate of ono third here in Juneau. Many of tho elective teachers are no longer at 
the school, classes are huge and children give up.
I will relate a personal story. My son is in 9m grade and was in a Japanese class of 37. At mid semester I got him
swilched lo tho Japanese class of 16. He kepi saying ‘ this won’t make any dillerence mom". After a month I ask
him how it was going. Ho said he was surprised because now he liked the subject much more as ho felt the class 
was much more a community. He no longer had to just sit and listen to lectures as in Ihe larger class. This class 
the teacher had time to in;olvo discussion and smaller projects betweon the kids. I asked him if ho was surprised 
as being a toonac ?r, thoy know it all. Ho replied “I guess you woro right on this mom".
Let tho children havo an olfoct in tho class and raise mo funding (or HB 1.

Thank you tor your time.

Shelagh Jands 
Harborviow PTA

Iv y J . F rye

3/7/201)5

mailto:ssands@alaska.net
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From: Mary Pat Schilly [marypats@alaska.net]

Sent: Saturday. March 05, 2005 10:25 AM

To: Sen. Lyda Green

Subject: Education Funding

Dear Senator Green,

I am writing to ask that you increase funding for public education. I have volunteered in my 
son's and daughter's c lassroom s for many years. Over that time I have observed ever 
increasing class sizes with lim ited assistance or support to teachers, while expectations for 
teacher perform ance and workload has only increased.

There is much that is good and positive in our public schools, but there are also problem s. I 
nave two children currently at Juneau Douglas High School; one that studies hard and 
m anages to cruise through the system  quite easily, even though she doesn't feel particularly 
challenged, while the other struggles daily to survive in the classroom  because he is not a 
typical learner. Because of the large class sizes and teachers being spread too thin, my son 
does not receive the attention that he needs and deservos to be successful, and I feel that 
neither of my children, for very different reasons, are learning to appreciate or find joy in the 
learning process. My son has com m ented on several occassions that he "feels guilty" asking 
for help because of all that the teachers already have to do.

I want my son and daughter to receive the help they need, when they need it, and to be 
challenged. To  m eke this possible, w e need sm aller class sizes.

S5120 allows for m odest im provem ents in A laska's public schools. $4919 requires cuts to 
most schools in this state and will continue to reduce the quality of instruction available to 
students.

Please increase the BSA to $5120.

S incerely,
M ary Pat Schilly

Iv y J. F rye

3/7/2005

mailto:marypats@alaska.net
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Traci C. Carpenter

From: Michelle Locks [michellelocks@yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday. March 04. 2005 10:21 AM

To: Sen. G ar' Wilken; Sen. Lyda Green; Sen. Con Bunde; Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Lyman Hoffman;
Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. John Cowdery; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Johnny Ellis; Sen. Hollis French; Sen. Gretchen 
Guess; Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Albert Kookesh; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Sen, Ben Stevens; Son. Gary Stevens; 
Sen. Gene Therriault; Sen. Tom Wagoner

Subject: Funding for our Schools 

Dear Senator,

I am writing to ask that you increase funding for public education. I have volunteered at my son 
and daughter's school for 2 years. Over that time I have observed the lack of educational 
materials (TEXT  BOOKS!!), lack of teacher student ratio (too many children in classes), and too 
many parents and other locals having to donate money and items for our childerens education.

There is much that is good and positive in our public schools, hut there are also problems. Again, 
lack of text books. That is a big one for me. I myself stuggled in school and so does my oldest 
daughter. With out the use of a text book to refer to, I have no idea how I would have graduated 
high school. I used those text books to my full advantage. They were my "bible". I am truley 
disappointed that my daughter, now in the 4th grade, has never had one text book to bring home.
And I find that I have to learn the "new" math that is being taught in order to help my child. Class 
size is also an issue. There is not enough ot the teacher to go around. She/He can not meet 
every childs needs when class size is so large. I also find that many parents, businesses, and 
locals are stepping up to the plate to help fund the items needed. This is not our job.

I want my son and daughters to receive the help they need, when they need it, and to be 
challenged. To make this possible, we need smaller class sizes.

$5120 allows for modest improvements in Alaska's public schools. $4919 requires cuts to most 
schools in this itate ana will continue to reduce the quality of instruction available to students.

Please increase the BSA to $5120.

Sincerely,

Michelle Locks
Mother. Business Worr in, and Volunteer of two children attending Riverbend School,

(907)789*0459

Smile I t  makes people wonder what you're up to! (£)

Celebrate YaliooPs lUlh Uitihdayf
Yahoo! Nclmspcclivc: f 00 Moments ol the W e b

.1/4/2005

mailto:michellelocks@yahoo.com
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Traci C. C a rpe n te r

From: Lynn Spence [lspence@jaybrant.com]

Sent: Friday, March 04, 2005 9:06 AM
To: Sen. Lyda Green
Subject: EDUCATION FUNDING

Dear Senator,

I am a parent and a voter asking you to increase funding for education. As a parent I see 
teachers struggling to maintain a high quality of teaching while their class size increases to 
unmanageable levels. I say unmanageable levels because we ask a lot of our teachers today 
that we did not ask in decades past. We main stream, we have major disciple and respect 
issues, we have family problems a id lack of family interest problems that enter our classrooms. 
Teachers today are not only educators, they are social workers. In my experience, teachers 
have addressed the educational and social issues that come with each gn jp of kids but they 
cannot do the job wo are asking of them if we do not recognize that schools are under funded 
and class size needs to be reduced.

Adding teachers costs a lot and as a voter I want you to know that I am willing to pay. I work full 
time and encourage you to consider an income tax to pay for education in the future, and for 
now, I encourage to use the money we have to fund education at an increased level. I do not 
feel the $5120 level is high enough but I realize it is hard for you to take a stand above this 
level. It is my hope that one day the legislature will make a bold move to take care of our kids 
and our society without thought for reelection.

Please give increased education funding your careful consideration.

Sincerely,

Lynn Spence

3/4/2005

mailto:lspence@jaybrant.com


Ivy J. F rye

From :
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Conley [prophet@ptialaska.net] 
Sunday, March 06, 2005 12:28 PM 
Sen. Lyda Green 
CSHB 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G r e e n ,  I h o p e  w h e n  C S H B  1 c o m e s  to t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  W e d n e s d a y  

M a r c h  9 t h a t  y o u  c a n  s e e  y o u r  w a y  c l e a r  to e n h a n c i n g  th e  B a s e  S t u d e n t  A l l o c a t i o n .  W e  a r e  

v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  i n i t i a t i v e  i n c r e a s i n g  t he B S A  to $'1880 a n d  t h e  H o u s e ' s  

m o v e  t o  u p  t h e  B S A  to  $'1919.
S a d l y ,  t h o u g h  t h e  m o n i e s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h o  e r o s i o n  o f  p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  e n g e n d e r e d  b y  

t he T R S / P E R S  f i a s c o  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e s  in u t i l i t i e s ,  i n s u r a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o s t  of 

d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  st.ill l e a v e  m o s t  d i s t r i c t s  in t h e  red. S i t k a  is a c t u a l l y  in  b e t t e r  

p o s i t i o n  t h a n  m o s t ,  b u t  e v e n  at $'1919 w e  will s e e  o n l y  a $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  i n c r e a s e  in  p u r c h a s i n g  

p o w e r  o v e r  FY  0 4 - 0 5 .  M a n y  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e  s e r i o u s  

d e c l i n e s .  We, l i k e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  a r o u n d  t he s t a t e ,  h a d  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  m o r e  

r o b u s t  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  of  t h e  s t a t e  e x c h e q u e r  w o u l d  let us  s t a r t  to s e r i o u s l y  a d d r e s s  

t he m a n d a t e s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  in r e g a r d  to N o  C h i l d  L e f t  B e h i n d ,  A d e q u a t e  Y e a r l y  

P r o g r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  H i g h  S c h o o l  Q u a l i f y i n g  Exam. A s  i l is w e  w i l l  be, a t  b e st, J e f f  at t h e  

p o i n t  o f  s t a g n a t i o n .
Y o u r  h e l p  in g e t t i n g  t h e  B S A  i n c r e a s e d  to at l e a s t  $ 4 9 9 5 ,  o r  if y o u  w a n t  to  S e r i o u s l y  

p r o m o t e  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a p r i o r i t y  m a t t e r  $ 5 1 2 0 ,  w o u l d  b o  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .  O u r  kid.; a n d  

t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a r e  d e p e n d i n g  o n  you.

T h a n k s ,  T o m  C o n l e y ,  S i t k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d

1
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iv y J. F rye

From: Gary Lehnhart [lehnhart@gci.net]
Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2005 2:34 PM
To: Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Lyman Hoffman; Sen. Con Bunde; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Gary

Wilken; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Lyda Green
Cc: Governor@gov.state.ak.us
Subject: school funding

D e a r  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s ,

I a m  a p a r e n t  o f  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  in t h e  A l a s k a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n d  I s p e n d  a s  m u c h  t i m e  a s  I 
c a n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  in t he s c h o o l s .  1 a m  p a i n f u l l y  a w a r e  of  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  n o t  m a k i n g  

it, w h o  n e e d  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s ,  s m a l l e r  c l a s s r o o m s ,  m o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  

m o r e  f a m i l y  o u t r e a c h ,  a r t  a n d  c u l t u r a l  o p t i o n s .  T h e  b a s i c  n e e d s  h a v e  b e e n  determined, a n  

a m o u n t  t h a t  w i l l  s i m p l y  a l l o w  all s c h o o l s  in A l a s k a  to  n ot h a v e  to m a k e  f u r t h e r  c u ts, as 

w e ' v e  b e e n  c o n t i n o u s l y  d o i n g  f o r  years, b u t  to b e g i n  t o  b u i l d  in i m p r o v e m e n t s .  T h a t  

a m o u n t ,  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  is 5 , 1 2 0  BSA. I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  h e a r t s  w e r e  h e a v y  in t h e  H o u s e  

C h a m b e r s  b e c a u s e  m a n y ,  m a n y  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  a c r o s s  p a r t y  isles, r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e i r  v o t e  

lor les s  t h a n  t h a t  w a s  n o t  d o i n g  w e l l  b y  A l a s k a  c h i l d r e n .  W e  p a r e n t s  w a i t  e x p e c t a n t l y  to 

s e e  if y o u  will a m e n d  t h i s  arid m e e t  t h e  s t a t e d  n e e d .  W e  a r e  t i r e d  o f  o u r  s c h o o l s  g o i n g  

d o w n  h i l l .  It j u s t  d o e s n ' t  m a k e  s e n s e .  P L e a s e  r a i s e  the B S A  to 5 , 120.

T h a n k  y o u  so  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  s e r v i c e  o n  b e h a l f  of a l l  ot us, N a n c y  Lehrihart J u n e a u  
( 9 0 7 ) 7 0 9 - 5 4 2 1

1
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Alaska Kids Count!

March 9, 2005

Senator Lyda Green 

Co-Chair, House Finance Committee 

State Capital 

Juneau. Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Green,

Attached is a proposal from Alaska Kids Count, regarding increasing state funding for 

public schools. Alaska Kids Count is a nonpartisan network of parents, educators, and 

community members who are committed lo making improvements to Alaska’s schools.

W e  would request that when considering bills on education funding in the Senate Finance 

Committee that you also give serious consideration to the funding level suggested in this 

proposal. It is our hope that education funding will be significantly increased for the next 

fiscal year, in an effortprovide school districts w ith the financial resources to meet the 

needs of public school students of Alaska.

Sincerely.

fl^  j'l A( \ .  I
Mary I lakala 

Facilitator 

Alaska Kids Count



A la ska  Kids Count! J u n ea u
February 2005

O u r Goals f o r  Foundation and  Local Funding fo r  Public Schools

J u n e a u 's  c lass  s ize s  con tinue  to  grow and a s  a r e s u l t  t h e  quality  o f  our ch ild ren 's  
education  continues to  e rode . For exam ple, H arborview  School has a k in d e rg a r ten  
c lass  with 26  children, a lm ost ha lf  o f  whom have special needs, and Auke Bay School 
has  a th i r d  g ra d e  c lass  w ith 3 0  children. As p a re n ts ,  we se e  t h e  need  fo r  sm aller
class  s izes  and know how fe w e r  ch ild ren  in a  c lassroom  allow t e a c h e r s  t im e  f o r
individual a t t e n t io n  to  m e e t  e ach  ch ild 's  learning needs.

A la ska  Kids C ount s u p p o r ts  reducing  avera g e  c la ss  s ize  to  reach  t h e  Ju n eau  
School Board's published c lass  s ize  goals. T h ese  a r e  m o d est  raTios and do not 
r e f l e c t  an ideal.

Grades Board Goal Current Averoge Class Size

K-2 20 K-5 combined at 25

3-5 25

6-8 30 32

9-12 30 32

A laska  Kids C ount also su p p o rts  m eeting  spec if ic  in s truc tiona l n eed s  t h a t  a f f e c t  
t h e  classroom such as  special educa tion  and English a s  a Second Language, and 
m atching  req u irem en ts  f o r  independen t A r t s  fo r  Kids g ra n t  initiatives. T h ese  
se rv ice s  d ire c t ly  im pact t h e  quality  o f  edu ca tio n  available to  Ju n ea u 's  s tu d e n t s .

To m e e t  t h e s e  goals, A laska  K ids C ount su p p o r ts  an inc rease  in Foundation funding 
o f  app rox im ate ly  $112 million s ta te w id e ,  $ 5 0  million m ore th a n  t h e  Governor's  
proposed funding  level This would g e n e r a te  an inc rease  o f  approx im ate ly  $1.8 
million in s t a t e  ed u ca tio n  funding f o r  Ju n eau . I t  re q u ire s  an e s t im a te d  Base 
S tu d e n t  Allocation o f  $5120 .

T he  Governor's  proposal is a $ 6 2  million in c rease  w ith  $ 3 8  million f o r  r e t i r e m e n t  
and $ 2 4  million to  com p en sa te  fo r  inflation. Even assuming a $ 9 0 0  th o u san d  local 
con tr ib u tio n  (to  t h e  ’’cap''), t h e  G overnor's  proposal req u ire s  $ 6 0 0  th o u san d  in c u ts  
1o Ju n eau 's  schools. W hile A la ska  K ids C ount a p p rec ia te s  t h e  G overnor’s proposal, 
we a sk  th e  Governor and  t h e  L eg is la tu re  to  do  m ore fo r  Alaskan s tu d e n ts .

O ur exam ple  is spec ific  to  Ju n eau ,  b u t  is r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  o th e r  schools ' needs.

I t  is lime fo r  im provem ent in Alaska's public schools. Alaska is a w ea lth y  s t a t e  and 
can a f f o r d  good  schools fo r  ou r children.



March 9. 2005 Alaska Kids C ount

Senate Finance Committee 

State Capital 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senators,

Enclosed is testimony from a parent and English teacher at Jimeau-Douglas 1 ligh School. She is 

unable to attend the hearing today since she is teaching, and grading student work

Please take a few moments out of your very buss day. to look at the magnitude of her job

In the attached packet you will find the rubric, or guide, by which she evaluates each student 

composition Two essays, from Juniors, arc enclosed as examples of work submitted by 

students. These are two, out of ninety-nine papers she will evaluate for this one assignment.

1 ler conclusion “I believe lowering class size through the hiring of additional teachers will have a 

dramatic impact on student performance The results would be noticeable in both the graduation 

rate and passing rate on the I ligh School Graduation Qualifying Exam

Pul yourself in her shoes, and review the student essays, l ime yourself. Multiply that by 

ninetv-nine Then a;. vourself if class size matters

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

( u z jQ i

larv I lakala. CoordinatorM«
Alaska Kids Count!

w ww.A laskaKldsCount.org

http://www.AlaskaKldsCount.org


First, lei me sa\ 1 love teaching English al Jnneuu-Douglas High School. J have been teaching for 
17 years, at all grade levels. I have a Bachelor of English degree from the University of 
California. Davis, and a Master o f Education degree from the University of Alaska. Southu.,,1. 
According to federal guidelines, I am a Highly Qualified teacher.

My purpose is to provide information regarding my particular assignment at the high school.
This year my English course load is comprised of live classes, whose enrollments are listed 
below:

Class Grade Level Number of Students
American 1 iterature 11 3!
American Literature 11 33
American Literature 1 1 35
Contemporary
Literature

12 38

Introduction to 
Literature

09 20

You will notice the lower number of students in the freshman class: the English department made 
a conscious effort to keep class sizes lower for freshmen, who are adapting to high school culture. 
In an English class, 22 is a realistic number of students. Our pupil-teacher ratio in English classes 
at the high school is currently 3 1.5 to 1.

One way to see the impact of large class size is to consider the hours required to grade a set of 
essays for this class load. For the last set of 38 senior papers. I spent approximately thirty 
minutes evaluating each one. providing comments on ideas and content, sentence fluency, 
organization, grammar, and word choice. Additionally, I inserted editing marks and 
commentary, in order to provide helpful feedback to students. Given thirty minutes per paper. I 
spent an extra 19 hours outside of class lime grading one set of senior essays.

Since our classes meet four days a week, once an essay is turned in. student work cannot simply 
slop. Students continue to turn in daily assignments, which are usual Is shorter, but still written in 
essa\ form. So for im current student load. I accept approximately 628 papers each week to 
grade. Students deserve my careful consideration of each one. but tin time is limited.

Another consequence of huge classes is the overcrowded classroom. My room currently has 31 
desks, which leaves seven seniors without it desk. We squeezed a table and chairs into the room 
in order to add seating. I can assure you, my classroom was not designed to hold 38 seventeen 
and eighteen-year-old students. We are elbow to elbow, with little room lo move around. 
Discussions are difficult because not even one can see the speakers. For small group work, 
students have to meet in the hall in order to hear each other.

I hope this information is helpful in giving you a picture of the effects of high pupil-teacher ratio 
al the high school. I believe lowering class size through the hiring of additional teachers w ill 
have a dramatic impact on student performance. I he results would be noticeable in both the 
graduation rate and passing rate on the High School Graduation Qualifying Exam.

Carol I ’ratt 
English Teacher 
Juncau-Douglas High School



E s s a y  S c o r i n g  G u i d e
1

•The writing is exceptionally 
clear, focused, and Interesting. 
New insights and ideas hold the 
reader's attention.
There Is strong support for the 
thesis.

Overall strong order and
structure 
Essay has a clear thesis 
statement and conclusion. 
Supporting points work well 
where they are placed 
Smooth and effective transitions

Mam ideas are clear 
Support is present though it 
may be limited or unclear

Essay has an introduction with 
a thesis statement, a body with 
adequate support, and an 
effective conclusion.
Adequate transitions

Writing is unclear 
Minimal development of ideas

Writing lacks a clear organizational 
structure 

Essay has an unclear or missing 
thesis statement, introduction, 
body, or conclusion.

Transitions are ineffective or 
overused.

Words are flat, repeated, general, 
or vague

Words communicate tho 
message in an exceptionally 
interesting, accurate, and natural 
way.
The writer uses a rich, broad 
range of words that have been 
carefully chosen and 
thoughtfully placod.

Word choices ao not 
necessarily make the writing 
more lively and interesting, but 
they are functional.

1 he writer demonstrates 
mastery of a variety of standard 
conventions, even in complex 
and less common situations. 
Errors, if any, are not obvious 
or significant.

Writer demonstrates competent 
handling ol standard 
conventions.
Errors do not confuse or change 
the moaning

Errors distract and confuse the 
reader

Writer demonstrates limited control 
of standard conventions 

Lack of control over simple 
sentences

Sentences are consistently 
varied and fluent

Sentences are somewhat 
varied, making oral reading 
easy
Writer demonstrates strong 
control over simple sentonces

• Sentences are choppy,
awkward, rambling, or 
incomplete.

• Essay is difficult*) follow or read
aloud



In a massive number of instances the theory of evolution by natural selection 

contradicts the Bible. By doing this it opposes religions based on the Bible and makes 

major alterations to the interpretation of the Bible. However, the Theory of Evolution, by 

natural selection, is an extremely well supported scientific theory. Evolution by natural 

selection is an excellent explanation for how life came to exist as it* presently does on 

Earth; there is evidence for it wherever you look in nature and there is no evidence 

against it.

Natural selection is a scientific theory that, in times of evolutionary pressure, 

describes how organisms that are better adapted to their environment will survive and 

those that are less adapted to their environment will over time die off and become extinct. 

It is important to remember that in natural selection survival refers to a species’ ability to 

continue and not the survival of an individual of that species. A  species being defined as 

a group of organisms that can, in nature, interbreed to produce a continuing line ol 

offspring (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). It is also 

important to remember that an organism’s adaptation to its environment refers to its 

ability to survive long enough to produce fertile offspring that will give rise to fertile 

offspring and not directly its own ability to live through environmental changes in other 

respects (Campbell, Neil A  , Jane B. Reece, Lawrence G  Mitchell, 1999), For instance 

some of the most evolutionarily capable species are in the domains of bacteria and 

archaea. 1 Iowever, the majority of these species have very short life spans relative to 

many other organisms that are evolutionarily less capable, and these individual organisms

Why Evolution?



die off very quickly to environmental change relative to other organisms that are 

evolutionarily less capable. On the other hand, the populations, as a whole, of these 

species have an excellent ability to adapt to their environment and will survive 

environmental changes that most other organisms could not survive.

It is bacteria’s and archaea’s ability to survive environmental changes that lead to 

the diversity of organisms that we find in the world today. The entropic coming together 

of molecules in Earth’s primordial atmosphere that gave rise to organic molecules which 

formed the first organisms over the first several billion years of Earths history lead to all 

life on Earth (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). Through 

the adaptive radiation of these first prokaryotic organisms the domains of bacteria and 

archaea came into existence. These organisms came into existence in an extremely harsh 

environment, which most organisms today could not survive in (Campbell, Neil A., Jane 

B. Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). Organisms adapted to be able to survive the 

environment, filling those niches that where available to them. The most capable 

organisms survived most often and a multitude of species formed.

Amongst these organisms was a group of species called cyanobacteria, commonly 

known by the inaccurate name of blue-green algae (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, 

Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). The cyanobacteria used I LO, water, rather than ILS, 

hydrogen sulfide, to reduce CO?, carbon dioxide, for energy (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. 

Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). Over the next few billion years these organisms 

filled the Earths atmosphere with 0?, oxygen gas. which caused a mass extinction and a 

mass evolution of new organisms that used oxygen to reduce organic molecules for 

energy (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). T hese



organisms then diversified over the next few billion years into the organisms that exist 

today (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999).

This current view of evolution works according to natural selection. It also is 

supported by our current analyses of genetic similarity and differences, the same analyses 

that enable us to manipulate those organisms in existence to become new organisms, an 

example being Monsanto com. Further more, it is supported by and supports our current 

understanding of genetics. The same genetic understanding we use in our modem 

medicine and understanding of disease. W e  also use this understanding of genetics in our 

agriculture, molecule biology, nutrition, and almost all, if not all, of our other biological 

fields. This theory of evolution by natural selection is the basis of biology and as such is 

indirectly the basis of America’s economical growth since the beginning of the green 

revolution.

This theory of evolution by natural selection is not only supported in modern 

societies, but in nature as well. Wherever you look in nature there is evidence of 

evolution (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). You can 

follow paths of how one organism lead to another which led to another. A  perfect 

example of this is seen in plasmodial slime molds, cellular slime molds, and multicellular 

organisms such as fungi and animals. Even though the genetic placement of some of 

these organisms is currently unknown they demonstrate an evolutionary path quite well. 

The plasmodial slime molds have a stage of life where they are a huge (for single celled 

organisms) unicellular organism with a multitude of nuclei (Campbell, Neil A,, Jane B. 

Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). From there it is not hard lo imagine how the 

cellular slime molds came into existence. Cellular slime molds can live independently



but can also come together and function as a single organism that is on the edge of being 

multicellular (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). Then 

there are multicellular organisms such as some less complex molds where the cells acting 

together as an organism differentiate and take on specific functions to keep the organism 

as a whole alive. This path, although quite possibly inaccurate, shows how one thing that 

is provides an organism an advantage is carried on and modified to provide an organism 

with a greater advantage within its environment.

Another example of evolution, which is supported and not just demonstrative of 

an idea, is the classic example of the Galapagos Finches. The Galapagos Finches are the 

finches that live on the Galapagos Islands. Each species of these finches is well suited to 

its particular environment (Smith, Jonathan, 2005). They have adapted over generations 

to be able to survive and thrive within their environment. There are also other species of 

finches in South America and in other places in the world with climates more similar to 

the Galapagos Islands than South America. If the finches had been created placed there 

wouldn’t it make more since for them to be more similar to the finches in environments 

to their own then the finches in South America? W h y  bother with making finches that 

are suited to an environment that is basically the same as another environment, but have 

less in common with the finches in a similar environment then the finches that arc on the 

neighboring continent in a different environment (Smith, Jonathan, 2005)? The finches 

that inhabit the Galapagos Islands arc much more similar in appearance and genetically to 

the finches on the nearby main land of South America, than the finches in other parts of 

the world with climates that are basically the same. This wouldn’t make much sense if 

all of the finches were created in their environment, however if the finches on the



Galapagos Islands came from those on the main land and then evolved to be able to 

survive in their new environment the similarity to the finches on the main land and the 

differences with the finches in other parts of the world would be explained (Smith, 

Jonathan, 2005).

Another example along the same lines is seen in the Guppies (Poecilia reticulate) 

in Trinidad, a Caribbean Island. T w o  populations of guppies that were originally almost 

identical are less then one-hundred meters apart, but they are separated by a waterfall. In 

one population the guppies are feed upon by a fish called a killifish, which preys 

predominately on small, juvenile guppies. In the other population the guppies are eaten 

by pike-cichlid, which primarily cats relatively large, sexually mature individuals. The 

guppies in the population exposed to the pike-cichlids have more offspring, reproduce at 

younger ages, and are smaller at maturity then the guppies that are exposed to .he killifish 

(Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Recce, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). This demonstrates 

natural selection. Those guppies that were more suited to their environment survived to 

produce offspring more often than those that didn’t and thus the population on average 

changed. As time continues to pass the two populations of guppies will gradually 

become more different from each other. If the two populations continue to remain 

separate they will continue to change in the same manner as they have so far. If enough 

time is allowed to pass and then the two populations were reintroduced to each other they 

would eventual have gotten to the point where they could no longer interbred to produce 

viable offspring, either due to prezygotic barriers, such as gametic isolation, or 

postzygotic barriers, such as reduced hybrid viability. The two populations would 

become different species; they would have evolved due to natural selection.



A  fourth piece of evidence for natural selection is found in the very existence of 

fungi, in particular the reproductive habits of fungi. T w o  lineages of the same species of 

fungi can go on for hundreds of generations dividing through mitosis to form identical 

clones of themselves. However, if the environment changes so that evolutionary pressure 

is applied to the fungi, for instance if the humidity in their environment changed, then the 

two lineages of fungi would suddenly undergo syngamy, the fusion of two gametes to 

form a zygote (Smith Jonathan, 2005). This would cause new fungi that were 

genetically varied from each other and their parents, due to random recombinance of the 

DNA, genetic material, by the process of meiosis (Smith, Jonathan, 2005). The range of 

variation would cause those fungi that were the most suited to the change in 

environmental conditions to survive and be able to reproduce again, while eliminating the 

fungi that were less suited to their environment. If this continued to happen over a 

multitude of generations the fungi that would result could no longer mate with the species 

of fungi from which they came. In the example of the humidity change the new fungi 

would eventually not be able to live in a climate with the humidity that the original 

species could live in and this would cause a prezygotic barrier that would stop thc:e from 

being any possibility of the two different fungi mating in nature. The two fungi would be 

different species. The one fungus would have evolved by natural selection into a new 

species. The very existence of a sexual life cycle built specifically suited to allow 

survival of generations over other organisms by natural selection would be a tremendous 

advantage if natural selection was indeed the mechanism by which evolution occurs. The 

implementation of this reproductive life cycle by one of the most successful groups of 

organisms that currently exists on this planet is some of the most compelling evidence



that could possibly exist to support natural selection. Considering that two of the oldest, 

largest, and best adapted organisms on this planet are fungi that have been found in the 

United States, and that fungi are some of the most evolutionarily adapted organisms in 

existence, to say that they were not one the most successful organisms would be 

ridiculous (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). This is but a 

miniscule amount of the evidence for evolution by natural selection that’s available in the 

world.

Given this colossal amount of evidence that supports evolution by natural 

selection for there to be as many people as there are that consider it to incorrect or false 

there must be some evidence against it? Right? Unfortunately, for those that would 

argue against the theory of evolution by natural selection, there currently is no evidence 

against it what so ever! Thousands of attempts to disprove evolution by natural selection 

have been made. None of them have yielded results that oppose evolution by natural 

selection and many have actually supported it in their lailure to disprove it. Yet there arc 

people in the world today, which live off of an economy based on information that 

supports natural selection and would be refuted if natural selection was to be refuted, who 

still believe evolution by natural selection to be a flawed concept.

There are very few arguments made against evolution. One of the main 

arguments against evolution is that it is just a theory (Campbell, Neil A., Jane B. Reece, 

Lawrence G. Mitchell, 1999). This argument is less than worthless. Evolution by natural 

selection is a scientific theory In science a theory is as good as it gets (Smith, Jonathan, 

2005). Sometimes theory can be incorrect, but most often as support for a theory 

increases the probability of that theory being incorrect decreases. Darwin’s theory of



evolution by natural selection is one of the most supported theories in all of science! It is 

almost as well supported as Newton’s theories of gravity and friction are supported! To 

say evolution is just a theory is a way lo disprove it is about as ridiculous as saying 

everything in science is disproved because, at best, they are just theories. The reason for 

this argument is a general misconception that most people have due lo the misuse of the 

word theory.

Most people consider a theory to be an educated guess, partially due to the misuse 

of the term in such things as Sherlock Homes and other mystery novels. An educated 

guess is actually a hypothesis, but for *'ome reason, authors of these books decided to use 

the w e d  theory, possibly because they thought that it sounded cooler. For whatever 

reason the general population usually considers a theory to be a hypothesis. In actuality a 

theory is an explanation of why something is the way that it is based on the entirety of 

available information that has something to do with the explanation.

If new information causes a problem with a theory the theory is modified so that it 

is compatible with the new information (Smith, Jonathan, 2005). If new information 

shows that a theory is exceptionally off the theory is done away with. This is why the 

current theory of evolution by natural selection is not just a guess it is the best 

explanation for why life is the way it is on the planet Earth that we have been able to 

come up with thus far1

In actuality the theory of evolution was immediately accepted, even by the 

Catholic Church (Smith, Jonathan. 2005) I Iowever, natural selection being the 

mechanism of evolution was not accepted by certain religious groups because it 

contradicted the Bible on several points. For one it contradicted the Bible on how long



the Earth had existed. Secondly, it contradicted all forms of life being made by god, also 

known as creationism. It also undermined the significance of humans and made us seem 

to be rather unremarkable. These are the main reasons that were given for opposition to 

the theory of evolution by natural selection, and with the given information, all 

opposition that has occurred has been, at best, exceedingly absurd.

There is one creationist view that the theory of evolution by natural selection does 

not contradict. At some point, the creation of the original matter of the universe is 

unexplained. The view that an all powerful being or force could have created this starting 

matter is currently unopposed by any commonly known hypothesis or scientific theory.

“‘Descended from the apes! M y  dear, let us hope that it is not true, but if it is, let 

us pray that it will not become generally known.” That was said by the wife of the 

Bishop of Worcstcr after she heard about the Origin o f Species.1 (Horan, Patricia, 1979, 

page v). Ever since the publication of the Origin o f Species by Charles Darwin in 1859 

the theory of evolution by natural selection has had stiong opposition from people 

including those in several religious groups. The opposition to this theory is due to it 

contradicting one of the most powerful and influential books ever written, the Bible. In a 

massive number of instances the theory of evolution by natural selection contradicts the 

Bible. By doing this it opposes religions based on the Bible and makes major alterations 

to the interpretation of the Bible. Creationism is more of a ledger of rules by which 

human beings are ethically and morally guided. It provides a certain level of comfort to 

know that there is an omniscient, omnipotent Being in charge of our worlds. I Iowever, 

the Theory of Evolution, by natural selection, is an extremely well supported scientific 

theory. Evolution by natural selection is an excellent explanation for how life came lo



exist as it is presently does on Earth; there is evidence for it wherever you look in nature; 

and there is no evidence Trains' it. Some might argue that while evolution is merely a 

theory, others might argue that creationism is at best, a good story for the ages.
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Capital Punishment is the most controversial form of criminal punishment. The 

United States is one of the last modernized countries that still executes its criminals. 

People are put to death and later found innocent of the same crime. It is a cruel and 

immoral method of punishment and the U.S. should stop using it as a form of sentencing 

criminals. The U.S. should ban all methods of capital punishment and substitute life in 

prison as the maximum sentence.

The risk of putting innocent people to death is very high. Since 1973, 102 have 

been acquitted of their charges, mainly because they were proven innocent by DNA. Just 

within the past four years, 17 people were found innocent after being sentenced to death. 

In Illinois, over a twenty-year period, they freed more people from death row than they 

executed. Today, police have opened al least 9 cases in that state in which they have 

found evidence that contradicts other evidence used lo sentence people to death.

Malcolm Rent Johnson was sentenced to death by the state of Oklahoma in 2000. 

A  year and a half after his execution, he was proven innocent. Johnson was convicted 

based on testimony of Oklahoma City police chemist Joy:e Gilchrist who found that they 

blood type of Johnson matched sperm found in a 76-year-old w o m a n’s apartment who 

was killed in 1981. The Oklahoma City police reexamined the evidence and found that 

there was no sperm found at all. (Oklahoma City police claim they simply have stretched 

the truth.



'Hie practice of the death penalty is cruel and degrading. One method of the death 

penalty is electrocution, where the executioner sends a jolt between 500 and 2000 volt s 

into a metal skullcap attached to the prisoners head. 11 slates use the electric chair. The 

main method for the death penalty in the United States is by lethal injection. A  prisoner 

is first drugged with an anesthetic that will put them to sleep. Then a paralyzing solution 

is injected to stop the breathing. Finally, a lethal dose of toxic agent is given and causes 

the inmate to go into cardiac arrest. Usually, the whole process of execution by lethal 

injection takes anywhere between 5 and 18 minutes to complete. The process of capital 

punishment is cruder as the original crime because it is completely premeditated.

The United States is one of the last civilized countries that still exercises capital 

punishment. The U.S. is also one of the few countries that executes mentally ill persons, 

persons w'ith very low IQ, and murderers under the age of 18. Most modern developed 

nations have stopped executing prisoners and instead the most severe form of criminal 

punishment is a life sentence in prison. Recent polls show that there is an increase of 

people wanting life in prison as the maximum sentence.

Supporters of the death penalty argue that it is the best deterrent for murder. This 

only works when executions are carried out immediately. The idea of deterrence is 

supposed to encourage people not to kill. I Iowever, it sends a message that killing is 

okay. Studies show there is no unusual increase in murder in countries without the death 

penalty. Countries such as Sweden, the Netherlands, and Belgium have abolished the 

death penalty and have had no increase in murders. 112 countries have banned the death 

I ally. Life in prison works just as well as the death penalty in persuading a person not 

to commit a violent crime.



Supporters also claim the death penally is a necessary form of retribution for 

terrible crimes. They say that people who have taken lives deserve to have their life 

taken. One supporter said, “If we fail lo execute murderers, we have allowed the killing 

of a bunch of innocent victims.” Life in prison is not allowing killings of innocent people 

but allowing the murderer to repay the damages to the family as well as be punished. 

Taking lives as a punishment lowers the social standards to the criminal and justifies 

what he or she did. The death penalty not only punishes the murderer, but his/her family 

and they too have a family member killed as a result.

Another position in favor of the death penalty is that it is a lot cheaper than to 

hold prisoners in jail for life. However, holding a person in jail is far cheaper over time 

than executing someone. The cost of executing someone is accumulated immediately, but 

the cost of life in prison is spread out over a longer period of time. For example, a 

million dollars today is a lot harder on the stale than a million dollars that can be paid 

over a 40-year time period. Death penalty cases are clearly more expensive because of all 

of die appeals and cases being overturned. In America, only about 12% of the people 

sentenced to death arc actually put to death. In Texas, the averay: cost of an execution 

costs about 3 times as much as 40 years in a maximum-security prison. Nearly every' state 

that uses the death penally spends millions extra per year on death penalty cases.

The death penally is a brutal method of punishment and doesn't work any better 

than life in prison in regards to deterring crime. Every year people on death row are 

proven innocent and freed. It justifies the crime that a murderer commits and is more 

expensive than imprisonment. Executing a killer doesn't bring back the victim. The 

United States should stop practicing capital punishment altogether.
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Bill Bjork’s Testimony before Senate Finance
March 9, 2005

Good Morning Co-Chair Wilken. Co-Chair Green and members of the Senate Finance Committee. For 
the record my name is B ill Bjork and I serve as President for the more than 12.500 members o f NFA- 
Alaska.

To begin, let me say a hearty thank you and acknowledge the committee's efforts last \ear in providing 
our schools with funds lo cover inflation, pay for the increases in the TRS/PHRS contributions and $27 
million for instructional programs. The entire $82 million was appreciated as it avoided the vast majority 
of proposed cuts to education in FY  '05. Last year under a fragile budget situation, when there was an 
expected draw' on the Constitutional Budget Reserve (C B R ) you still found the courage to make a historic 
increase to K-12 education.

I also applaud the committee for allowing testimony from across Alaska to determine the needs o f K-12 
education across Alaska and the level o f state funding to meet those needs. I am not going to spend a lot 
of time describing the funding needs. I will leave that to the parents, teachers, school employees, 
administrators and citizens, who have ably described those need'; to other legislative bodies to date. Let it 
suffice losav that C 'SIIB  I ( I IL S S ) with a Base Student Allocation (U S A )o f$-1.910 D()HS NOT meet the 
needs of a single school district in Alaska.

As a matter of fact the statements by legislators to date have all acknowledged that $-1,010 IS NO I 
A D LXH IA IT : and does not meet the needs o f our schools for FY  '06. It does cover the costs of the 
increase in TRS/PFRS contributions. It does cover the cost o f inflation. It does provide $0 million for 
the classroom.. It does not avoid the FINK SLIPS  being issued, which will result in the loss of gifted, 
young teachers to our classrooms. I Inis, it does simply let us know early this scat how bad the pain is 
going to be.

Rather than talking about the needs of our schools. I will lake the time to talk about the means to 
adecpiatelv fund our schools. I o date the primarv reason provided by legislators as to why L S I IB I 
(I II SS) is less than last year's efforts is that there is no revenue source. Such rationale bewilders me. It 
makes no sense to me that in a vear in which we w ill have a surplus of over $.100 million and w ill not 
draw a pemn from the C B R . we are sav ing v e cannot do as well as we did last year when, in March, we 
were expecting to have .at least a $150 million draw on the ( BR.

As Sen. Wilken has stated many times, every other state in the nation would he happy to have our 
“ problem." We are the richest state in the nation. A more accurate statement might he that there is no 
political will lo utilize the revenue sources we do have.
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As a matter of fact several proposals for revenue sources arc already in bill form and before this 
legislature. SB 88 and MB 143 provide the opportunity to draw from the C B R  and the Earnings Reserve 
Account (E R A ), which total over $4.2 billion. To add an additional $50 million to CSH B 1 (H ESS ) 
would only require a little over 1% of these reserves. Another option is the POM V approach contained in 
HJR I I  and SJR  8. This approach could generate monies far in excess of the $78 million additional funds 
needed to reach NEA-Alaska’s BSA recommendation of $5,315. A third option is to use a portion of the 
FY  ’05 windfall funds. With Alaska North Slope crude a mere six cents from $50.00 per barrel on March 
7, the surplus is conservatively estimated at $300 million with no draw from the CBR .

You arc the experts as to the finances of the state and I am sure know o f many other options available to 
establish a long-term fiscal plan for Alaska, which contains a funding solution to meet A laska’s 
constitutional mandate to K-12.

On behalf ofl 33,000 students and 12,500 teachers and education support professionals I implore 

you to look at the healthy financial situation and make a real commitment to address adequate 

fund: -,g in this budget. NEA-Alaska is recommending a B S A  number of $5,315. This level of 

funding would put about $85 million into the classroom after meeting PERS/TRS and inflation.

Thank you for your time today and 1 would be happy to attempt to answer any questions.



E D U C A T I O N  F U N D I N G  POSSIBILITIES F Y  ‘06 

I M P A C T  O N  C L A S S R O O M

BSA Total New $ TRS/PERS Inflation Classroom

Last year $4,576 $82 million $35 million $20 million $27 million

Gov. Murkowski $4,880 $62 million S38 million $23 million $1 million

CSHB 1 (H ESS) $4,919 $70 million $38 million $23 million $9 million

School Board Assn 54,995 $82 million $38 million $23 million $21 million

Kids Count $5,120 $111 million $38 million $23 million $50 million

NEA-Alaska 55,315 $148 million $38 million $23 million $87 million

In order to have a funding for classroom s to show a real positive trend upward the Total New S must be 
at least S89 million. To achieve adequacy by the date set by No Child Left Behind the Total New S must 
be at least S111 million and closer to $148 million.



M a rc h  8, 2 0 0 5Dear Senate Finance Committee Members,My name is Andrea Story, I am a Mother of two in the Alaska Public School system. I am a Member of the Juneau School Board and I am a Member of Alaska Kids Count!I am testifying today in support of increasing the Student Base Allocation to 5,120. The current amount of the Student Base Allocation is 4,919, that means 300,000 dollars in cuts to the Juneau School district. This also assumes the City will fund to the new CAP, which is a 900,000 dollar increase. If they do not, it will mean more cuts. Juneau traditionally funds to the Cap. 43 percent of our education budget is paid by the City.As a School Board member I watch closely your decision on what to appropriate to public education. As you know the Legislature appropriates, the School Boards allocates. I can tell you that as a School Board member I find this'a difficult procefes. For instance in Juneau, since I’ve been on the Board parents are advocating for lower class sizes, that was one of the main reasons I ran for the Board, to lower class sizes. In the budget process last year the Board to balance the budget planned to cut three bus routes whose students live 1.5 miles or closer to school The Board listened to parents testifying about safety concerns and how they worry for their 5 , 6 , 7  year olds safety as they walk 1.5 miles to school. We received 2 petitions signed by over 140 parents requesting that their bus service not be cut. We funded the buses at the expense of being able to lower class sizes in three primary classrooms. I see how there are tough choices to make. Right now the budget shows a 300,000 in cut, which we passed by reducing the 3 school bus routes that we funded last year and reducing the 3 Dropout Counselor positions.As a new Board Member, I hear that education does receive a huge amount of money, it is the 2nd largest expenditure for our state. So I ask myself, “Our School Boards asking for too much money for our schools?" I went looking for sources comparing what other states are doing. I know it is a big expense to all states. I know children are



expensive to educate. I went to Education Week, which is a non­profit organization based in Washington D.C. who’s purpose is to raise the level of the public and professionals information on issues concerning education. For the last nine years they have done a State -  by- State Report card. This year’s report card, which is adjusted for regional cost differences rates Alaska 30th out of 50 in the amount of money spent on education (www.edweek.org) This tells me that Alaska is below average in the amount of money our state spends on education. It tells me that is not unreasonable for School Boards and principals and parents to be asking for more money in the Student Base Allocation.In Juneau our school site councils have put an unfunded critical needs list together for if we had increased funding. It shows what is wanted, the amount it costs, and the additional foundation formula amount needed to get that service. For example to enhance graduation success which helps meet NCLB requirements, an English as a Second Language Teacher costs 61,000, that is an increase of 8 dollars. Summer School Support is 75,000 dollars an increase of 10 dollars to the foundation, the 3 Dropout Counselors cost 172,000 and increase of 23 dollars to the foundation. To reinstate the buses it would be 33 dollars.Funds are also needed to enrich the basic educational program. Lowering class size in Juneau to Board policy costs 978,000 or 128 dollars in additional foundation formula. My point is, every dollar amount that the Legislature increases the foundation formula, that has a direct benefit to resources available to the school districts you represent across the state. My point is also that School Boards struggle with whai to fund as there are many unfunded critical needs.I urge you to appropriate a Student Base Allocation of 5,120.Thank you for listening.Andrea Story 12069 Cross Street Juneau 99801 (907)789 - 4292

http://www.edweek.org


1/24/2005

UNFUNDED CRITICAL NEEDS LIST

—  h  S s \^ e S . /  Cr̂ t ^  Add'l
(J Foundation

Needed
Reinstate Selected Reductions
2.0 FTE SpedEd Aides 555,720 57

-^T 3.0 FTE Dropout Prevention Positions 5172,761 523
1.0 Montessori 553,295 57

5.0 FTE Special Education Aides 5151,335 520

1.0 FTE Special Education Teacher 561,822 58

1.0 ESL/ELL Teacher 561,822 $8
, .

/,■ Decrease PTR to Board Policy Target 5978,000 5128

Summer School Support 575,000 510

Textbooks
Elementary LA Textbooks 5130,260 517
Voc Ed Textbooks 540,000 55
Fine Arts Textbooks’ 535,000 55
Tech Textbooks S25.000 S3

Tech Coordinator $89,540 $12

Technology Upgrades S1,400,000 5184

Increase Sub Pay 5150.000 $20

Vaakoosge1 Upgrade/Relocation 585.000 511

^  Reinstate Buses (within 1.5 miles) 5250.000 533

Budget Reserve $400,000 552

TOTALS £



A S S O C IA T IO N  O F A L A S K A  S C H O O L B O A R D S
A d v o c a te s  fo r  A la s k a 's  Y o u th

February 8, 2005

Statement by the Association of Alaska School Boards on 
Foundation Formula Funding

Carl Rose, executive director of AASB, issued the following statement 
today in testimony to the House Special Committee on Education:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. Our 52 member school 
districts have a huge stake in the legislation before you. Nothing less 
than the future of our children, and the future of our state, will be 
shaped by the decisions the 24lh Alaska Legislature makes in regards 
to education funding.

In late January, the AASB teleconferenced with our five largest 
districts to discuss the accelerated timetable the Legislature has 
established for considering the state operating budget. School 
districts appreciate the willingness of the Legislature to consider 
education funding early in the session. As a consequence, we need 
to establish our positions and make them known to the Legislature in 
a significantly shortened timeframe.

After discussions with our largest districts, AASB believes that the 
foundation formula increased proposed by the administration, while 
much appreciated as a starting point, simply won’t provide the level of 
state support most of them require in fiscal year 2006. Our 
organization believes the precedent established last year, when the 
Legislature provided an increase of $82.5 million in foundation 
funding, should guide this year’s deliberations on the formula.

(more)
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AASB Testimony -  Page 2

U s i n g  t h a t  y a r d s t i c k ,  A A S B  u r g e s  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  

b a s e  s t u d e n t  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  $ 4 , 9 9 5  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  

$ 8 5  m i l l i o n  i n  b a s i c  s t a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  K - 1 2  e d u c a t i o n .

That is the minimum level of state support that is required by most of 
our school districts across the state. This increase is less than some 
teachers and parents support, but it is more than the administration 
has offered to date.

As you know, much of that extra state support will never reach the 
classroom. Because of requirements for funding increased 
retirement costs, $38 million is earmarked for the PERS/TRS systems 
and $47 million would go towards instruction and operations. (Note 
graphs that accompany this testimony).

ASSB believes that when the Legislature examines the need for 
increasing the foundation formula for K-12 education, you will see 
that this is a good investment in the future of Alaska. Certainly, the 
public will support you in making this investment happen.

Thank you.
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W h o  a r e  w e ?

A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !  i s  a  n o n p a r t i s a n  n e t w o r k  o f  p a r e n t s ,  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  

m e m b e r s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  t o  

m a k i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  i m p r o v e  A l a s k a ' s  s c h o o l s .  I t  i s  a  g r a s s r o o t s ,  

v o l u n t e e r  e f f o r t .

T h e  n e t w o r k ' s  p r i m a r y  g o a l  i s  t o  \ r \ c r ^ a s e  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  

n e e d e d  t o  o f f e r  a  h i g h  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  A l a s k a .

T h e  n e t w o r k  p r o v i d e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  t h e  t o o l s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d e d  t o  

e f f e c t i v e l y  v o i c e  c o n c e r n s  t o  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s .  I n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

s h a r e d  p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  e m a i l .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  a t t e n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  

h e a r i n g s ,  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  t o  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s ,  m a k e  p h o n e  c a l l s  a n d  

d i s t r i b u t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s  a n d  p e n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n .

O u r  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s :

*  P a r e n t s ,  v o i c i n g  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n c e r n s ,  a r e  a  p o w e r f u l  a n d  

e f f e c t i v e  l o b b y .

*  A d v o c a c y  w i l l  b e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  i f  i t  i s  d o n e  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  w i t h  p a r e n t s ,  

e d u c a t o r s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

*  I t  i s  t h e  S t a t e ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  a  f r e e  K - 1 2  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  

I t  i s  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  f u n d i n g  i t .

*  T o  b e  e f f e c t i v e ,  w e  m u s t  b e  p e r s i s t e n t .

A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 4  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  p a r e n t  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  

d i m i n i s h i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  J u n e a u ' s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  W e  h a v e  e v o l v e d  

i n t o  a  s t a t e w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  c o n t a c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,  w i t h  o u r  b a s e  o f  

o p e r a t i o n  i n  J u n e a u .

T o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !  w r i t e  t o  w i l l i w a w @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t  o r  v i s i t  

o u r  w e b  s i t e  a t  w w w . A l a s k a K i d s C o u n t . o r g .

Alaska KidsCountl Steering Committee
Mary Hakala, Mike Sigler, Mike Ford and Andi Slory
January 2005

A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !

mailto:williwaw@earthlink.net
http://www.AlaskaKidsCount.org


A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !

2005 Legislative Goals

*  I n c r e a s e  F o u n d a t i o n  f u n d i n g ' .

D e c r e a s e  C l a s s  S i z e , t o  i n c r e a s e  s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  c o n t a c t  t i m e  

a n d

I m p r o v e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  q u a l i t y

*  E n c o u r a g e  p a r e n t s '  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n d  

i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  d e c i s i o n s  i m p a c t i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a ' s  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s .

*  P r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  f o r  s a f e  &  e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o t  

s t u d e n t s  t o  a n d  f r o m  s c h o o l .

* * * * * * * * * * A * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * - * * * * * * * * A * A * * * * A * * * * * * * A * * * * * * * * A * * * * * *

H o w  c a n  y o u  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d ?

*  C o n t a c t  y o u r  L e g i s l a t o r s .  T o  f i n d  o u t  w h o  y o u r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a r e ,  a n d  h o w  t o  

c o n t a c t  t h e m ,  g o  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  w e b  s i t e ,  w w w . l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s , o r  c a l l  a  

L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  ( L I O ) ,  l o c a t e d  i n  m a n y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c i t i e s .  J u n e a u ' s  

L I O  n u m b e r  i s  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 4 6 4 8 .

*  B e c o m e  a  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  K i d s  C o u n t !  n e t w o r k .  E m a i l  u s  a t  

w i l l i w a w @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t . W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  i d e a s  o n  h o w  t o  

e f f e c t i v e l y  v o i c e  y o u r  o p i n i o n .

http://www.legis.state.ak.us
mailto:williwaw@earthlink.net


SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

S I G N - I N

HB 1-INCREASE AMT OF BASE STUDENT ALLOCATION

Co./Dcpl./Titlc:

a M i l
%

Subjcci/Bill Ko: ^  °  ^  I

Phone: 6̂" / OY

ResponcKfti Questions

‘1 4  ?0 (

Co./Dcpt./Titlc: - 

Address 

Do you wish lo testily?

Subjccl/Bill No:

Ai Yatocfr-Aiihs Phonc££&i ‘ V  -v - 1 * ----------------------------------------------------- 1 -----------------------------------------

,«■ 1 C>Q\ (-1 " B y  , 1 °  )

YesN No .Respond To Questions

NAME: V l <1 --------  Suhjecl/Bill No: — ^

'o./Dcpt./Title:. r i u c j e  N  V f t -  # t + -  H  ̂2 ------- Phone: S i?  J  C K M v - e .

AdduSi*:- ---------------  Zip:-------------------------------------

Do vou wish lo testify? Yes  No  Respond To Questions

A- , Subject/Hill No:. Q M A i

Co./Dcpf!)Sjtlc;  ̂ I G>^i^ & L igjfj-6 1 ) |>|jU(lc; ± > '■> 1:_S J.SJ.

Address:__'?-2_L£j-__r $*.<■• I  t   Zip: Lf?  (> *'$_____

Do you wish to testify? ^ Y es  No  Respond To Questions

SFC-05
I IP  1

3/9/05



 Q fiw -p  h  f  -U---------------------------- Subjcct/Bill No: — c- H  &  I

Co./Dcpl./Titlc^N^^ cli p ^ l---- Ap/ \g— — ULf.e /12 .----- Phone:— ( j *  */■& (  r/SOC )

AtldreNN- /  st^p £.h>s. J  ._________ zip:------- V 'Z l /P l . ------------------

Do you wish to testify? fvVcs  No  Respond To Questions

— Suhjcci/Bill No: ------NAME: ■ X  \Txpt^ x? ^ < — ^ —  xov<V— -Subject/Bill No: ----------

Ct^yDept/ritli^ ^ ^ ^ T ~ W « — ^ ^  Phone: — 4$LJSJo ).
A,t,ir,-sc L C ^ \  & \ \ J  Cj_____________  Zip:__ ° \ ^ S 9 - _____

Do you wish to testify?  N o ___ Respond To Questions

W t ' k *  _____________  Subjecl/Bill No: * * *  '

W  M c P l     / < f - a  ~ < Z * < £ 6Co./Dept/Ii lie:

Ahd.v.v 4 / y  £ % . / / r Y f c U s > y ' /? ( ^ l_________Zip: ? ? < ^ /

iVyou wish to testify? Ves ___No Respond To Questions

NAM1 IJ a J l £ £ --------------  Suhjccl/Bill No: - t L ^  I—

Co./Dept./Title: lC ^ J 2 ^ A . . £ U  Phone: 7 7  ̂  7  f t *

l ? l .  A K  _  Zip- m ? S

/ you wish to t e s t i f y ?  X  Yes  No ^  Respond To Questions

I P v i  Y \ C t  - S f X 1 J-f~K h  $  I\ /  NAME: ^ ^ 4 - -----  - — ~ — --------i— ---------------------  Subjcct/Bill No: ‘--------

c*i>./i)cpi./Tiiic: Ir i M f y g J l -  i s lM d e r J b } .'1  Elmn m - . ^ U £ ! l

Address: ̂ I O 0  g  ^ A X  f w d i o v o f f '  x . i p : _ 3 _ l f 0 & _

Do you wish to testify? _ ^ iV s   No \^Jfcspottil To Questions

S B C - 0 5  -2- /  .1/9/05
I IB I '—



. j n e i ' J u d ' t d  Z/4-//
P £ t f y r \ -

Suhjccl/Bill No:

Co.mepi/rillc: ' phone:

Address: C. l \    Z ip :_

Do you wish to teslify?  Yes ̂ No  Respond To Questions

Subject/Bill No:L . - C  5  11 ~c_ \ / ^ u a _________________________________________

Co./Dept./Title: P ^ 1- ^ ' p J J  - ■>, fc ----  phone: -3 “ ^  2 -  )

Address:----------------------------------------------------------------------- Zip:-----------------------------

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

/(u P h  A I lC h  <3 l& J lA d lA - Subject/Bill No:

C o . / D c p f r r f i t i c : -----A— 6 - J) .-----------  Phone:
Address:_ A „ r .  h o r n  o g,____________________  Zip:__

Do you wish to testily?  .Yes w' iNY>  Respond To Questions

\

NAME: ---------------------------- Suhjccl/Bill No:

Co./Dept/V i 11&_______________ k l i j i i _C P - ^ T —  Phone:-------1? &  r . - J *  1.

A d d r e s s : ^ _________________________  Zip:_______________________

Do you wish to testify?  Yes *A~No  Respond To Questions

NAME:----------------------------------------------------- ------------------ Subjcct/Bill No: ^ U n cfcu vC l

Co./Dept./Ti ,j\ u a V ( P s  cX X c r t s w i  V \ X - Phone:-----------------------------------

Actdmw; ^\JVX0c3V J____________________________  Zip:_______________________

Do you wish to testify? \ x  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

SFC-05 -3- 3/ll/OS
I IB I



NAME: — H i l j j  ----------------------------- Subjcct/Bill No:  ■ / - ------------
r / )  /  —j— C  I n  \  A l & S K ' * 9  <̂ c , W l

Sg./Dep|./Titlc:  J m k K < u !  Jc  A n ? J  p|10nc:__ __________________

A,i,im«- l ' t - c r & ci  ^ r o s ;  JV . Z ip :__1_TW ______________

Do you wish to testify? a Yes  No  Respond To Questions

N/AME:  / ' h  ̂ i f a ^   Subjcct/Bill No: J - l— L

)./Dcpt./Title: A U a I ^V— '--------------  Phone: 7 -^ ' L/O

A d d r e s s :  i b C  ( r  L < l Y '  ^  L i  ^  '  i . i c c U ^  Z j p : ________

Do you wish to testify? _>xYcs _  _No  Respond To Questions

h c r n i  c e l . .m .1)M /N^XME:----------------------------------------------------------------------  Subjcct/Bill No: — —
i a»- ' ✓»*f-*~ ■ / ’■ < ( 1 ^ /(■ i / » t* v^7

Co./DcbL/Titlo:------------------------------------------------------------- Phone:

A . l . l n w ? s’ t  C t c . i t - . -  U - , ;  / t i t . ________________________ Z j p : _____________  L _

Do you wish to testify? J /Y e s  No  Respond To Questions

•• /-3 U ' i 'U i A a — N .ft r )̂ -; -̂-------------- Subjcct/Bill No: -■/ ( / 1 - -

r\j,l ,rr„ ' K o f  ( / c t n  r »  ' Mi  , J  “ f -1‘iz %<tsuC (Nl>cpt/I illc :------------------------------------------------------------- Phone:----------------------------
U < iC  C U  —  .

A . M ^ s -  V - W /  ____________________________  ' / i p '  ‘W ^ '  / _________________

Du you u i u h  to testify? V o s   No  _Rcspond To Questions

NAME:----------------------------------------------------------------------  Subjcct/Bill No:

Co./Dept,/Title:------------------------------------------------------------- Phone:-----------

Address:__________________________________________  Zip:_____________

Do you wish to testily?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

S E C - 0 5  -I- 3/9/05
H B  I



SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

S I G N - I N

IIB 1-INCREASE AMT OF BASE STUDENT ALLOCATION

NAME:

CtNDepl./Titlc: ' / • • —̂

Address:J LI r  ■■ ■ • Lu

Do you wish to testify?

HJLLSubject/Bill No:

Phone: r<~' —̂ J— llL u .

Zip:_JLLL_u

_Ycs  No > Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dcpt./Titlc: 

Address:_____

Do you wish to testify? Yes No

Subjcct/Bill No:

Phone:-----------

Zip:---------------

.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Title: 

Address:_____

Do you wish to testify?

Subjcct/Bill No:

Phone:-----------

Zip:---------------

_Yos  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept. /Title: 

Address:_____

SEC-05 
IIB I

D o  yo u  w i .mi to testify?

Subject/Bill No:

Phone:------------

Zip:_________

_Yes  N o   R e s p o n d  T o  Questions

3 / 0 9 / 0 5



[VU3JJ
9
S^    Subjcct/Bill No: -^ H - I

P ^ J ± f :____________________  Phone:

NAME: -  

CcN(Depl./Tillc:

A d d r e s s :  U / f k j  ; J u K S a c  l y j [X  I_____________

Do you wish to testify? __A ces  No  Respond To Questions

NAME: -------------------------------  Subjcct/Bill No: — ^ — -

Co./Dcpt./Titlc: — (  14‘ ^ -------------------------- Phone: ^ ? :  —

Address: %  b & 't £ -T  i ~f_____ ___________________ Zip; ^  1 6 6 ̂ -----------

Do you wish to testify? Y Yes  No  Respond To Questions

A'A ME: ----------- Suhjccl/Bill No: — — L

Covbbpt/ritlc: — (  K ~ i ^ ) -------------------------- Phone: ■

A d d i c t -  A ? w i ( ^   c ) . <= f .5 f i . :^ _______

Do you wish lo testify? ^  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:----------------------------------------------------------------------  Subjcct/Bill Nor

Co./Dcpt./Titlc:-------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:------------

Address:__________________________________________  Zip:---------------

Do you wish to testily?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:-----------------------------------------------------------------------Subject/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Tiile:-------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:------------

Address:  —   Zip:-----------------------

Do you wish to testily?  Yes  No  Respond I o Questions

S I C - 0 5  -2- 3/09/05
U K  0  \


