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SPONSOR STATEMENT

SENATE BILL 90

Alaska Territorial G uard  Day

S e n a t e  B i l l  9 0  w o u l d  d e c la r e  O c t o b e r  18  a s  A la s k a  T e r r ih  r ia l G u a r d  D a y .

D e c e m b e r  7 , 1 9 4 1 ,  J a p a n e s e  for c e s  b o m b e d  P e a r l H a r b o r  i n  a  s u r p r is e  a tta c k  o n  
th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  N a v y .  A r o u n d  s ix  m o n t h s  la te r , th e  J a p a n e s e  s e iz e d  t h e  is la n d s  o f  
A t t u  a n d  K is k a  a n d  b o m b e d  D u t c h  H a r b o r  k i l l i n g  f o r t y -t h r e e  A m e r ic a n s .  S o o n  after , 
G o v e r n o r  E r n e s t  G r u e n i n g  w a s  a s s ig n e d  t w o  m i l it a r y  a id e s  to  a ss ist h i m  in  f o r m in g  th e  
A la s  <a T e r r it o r ia l  G u a r d  in  o r d e r  to  p r o t e c t  a n d  d e f e n d  th e  U S  T e r r it o r y  th a t w a s  
A la s k a .  T h e  first, C a p t a i n  C a r l  S c h n e ib n e r ,  w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  for  o r g a n iz in g  th e  G u a r d  in  
t h e  In t e r io r . T h e  s e c o n d ,  M a jo r  M a r v in  " M u k t u k "  M a r s t o n , w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  for  
o r g a  l i z i n g  t h e  G u a r d  o n  th e  B e r in g  a n d  A r c t ic  C o a s t s . T h e s e  tw o  m e n  w e n t  to  th e ir  
r e c r u it in g  a r e a s  w i' .n  a m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  a n d  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  o f  A la s k a ,  a s k in g  fo r  h e l p  i n  d e f e n d in g  th e  A la s k a  T e r r it o r y . T h e ir  c o m b in e d  
e ffo r ts  r e s u lt e d  i n  a  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  a b o u t  6 ,5 0 0  p r e d o m in a t e l y  A la s k a n  N a t iv e  m e n  
s ig n i  n g  u p  to  d e f e n d  t h e ir  T e r r it o r y , C o u n t r y  a n d  th e  g e n e r a l  g o o d  o f  a l l  m a n k i n d .  
D r e s s e d  i n  W W I  u n i f o r m s  a n d  s h o u l d e r in g  E n f i e l d  r if le s , t h e  A la s k a  T e r r it o r ia l  G u a r d  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  d e f e n d i n g  A la s k a  u n t i l  its d is b a n d m e n t  i n  th e  m o n t h  o f  M a r c h  19 4 7 . A fte r  
t i e  c i s b a n d m e n t ,  G o v .  G r u e n i n g  i n c l u d e d  m e m b e r s  in t o  t h e  r e g u la r  A la s k a  N a t io n a l  
G u a r d  a s  s c o u t  b a t t a l io n s .

U n t i l  th e  y e a r  o f  2 0 0 4 , t h e s e  v a l ia n t  v o  in te e r s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  
v e t e  a n s . O n  O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  th e  first m e m b e r s  o f  th e  A la s k a  T e r r it o r ia l G u a r d  w e r e  
r e c o g n iz e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  A r m y  as  V e t e r a n s , T h i s  b i l l  is  d e d ic a t e d  to th e  m e m o r y  
o f  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e d  s o  b r a v e ly  for  o u r  g r e a t  state .

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t io n :  
R y a n  M o o r e  -  L e g is la t iv e  Staff 
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Letter of In ten t

C S  S E N A T E  BI L L  90 (STA) 

February 18, 2005

It is the in tent of the Alaska State Legislature in passing this bill to establish 
October 18 of each year to acknowledge and commemorate the service of 
members of the Alaska Territorial Guard in defense of Alaska and the United 
S tates during World War II.

On December 7, 1941, Japanese forces bombed Pearl Harbor in a surprise 
attack  on the United States Navy. Six m onths later the Alaska islands of Attu 
and Kiska were seized and Dutch Harbor was bombed by the Japanese. The 
attack  on Alaska resulted in the deaths of 43 Americans.

With the arrival of war, Alaska’s National Guard was pressed into federal 
service leaving most of the Interior and Western coastal regions of the territory 
with inadequate protection. Alaska Governor Ernest Gruening sought and 
received permission from Congress to organize a volunteer civilian militia, thus 
the Alaska Territorial Guard was formed.

Captain Carl Schneibner and Major Marvin "Muktuk" Marston were 
responsible for organizing the guard in the Interior Region and the Bering and 
Arctic Regions, respectively. The two men went to their regions with a 
recruitm ent message from the President of the United States and the Governor 
of Alaska. The people of Alaska responded.

The guard was made uo of some 6.500 Alaskans who were predominantly 
Alaska Natives and served in defense of Alaska from 1942, through World 
War II. until 1947. On October 18, 2004, the first members of the Alaska 
Territorial Guard were recognized as veterans by the United States Army. It is 
appropriate that the State of Alaska commemorate the service of the Alaska 
Territorial Guard.

This bill is dedicated to the memory of those who nerved so bravely for our 
great state.
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§ 44.12.020 State Government

(8 ) the 18th of October, knowu as Vlaska Day;
(9) the 11th of November, known as Veterans’ Day;
(10) the fourth Thursday in November, known as Thanksgiving Day;
(11) the 25th of December, known as Christmas Day;
(12) every Sunday;
(13) every day designated by public proclamation by the President of the United ( 

or the governor of the state as a legal holiday.
(b) For employment purposes, Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday is a legal holi 

state employees who
( 1 ) are not covered by a collective bargaining agreement; or
(2 ) are covered by a collective bargaining agreement whose terms
(A) include by name Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday; or
(B) have been amended to substitute a holiday on the third Monday of Jantiaj 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday in place of another paid holiday. (§ 1-1-6 ACLAi 
am § 1 ch 183 SLA 1959; am § 1 ch 37 SLA 1969; am § 1 ch 5 SLA 1973; am § 1  ( 
SLA 1973; am §§ 1, 2 ch 109 SLA 1989)

N O TE8 TO D ECISIO N S

A p p lied  in In re Dalton, 8 A laska 338 (D. A laska C ited  in Jefferson v. Moore, 354 P.2d 373 (/ 
1932). 1960).

C o lla te ra l re fe re n c e * . — 73 Am. Jur. 2d, Sundays 
and Holidays, § 1 e t seq.

40 C.J.S., Holidays, § 1 et seq.
Validity of s ta tu te  or ordinance prohibiting or reg­

ulating sports and games on Sunday. 24 ALR2d 813.
Validity, under establishm ent of religion clause of 

federal o r s ta te  constitution, of provision making day 
of religious observance a legal holiday. 90 ALR3d 752.

Validity and construction of Sunday closing o r I 
laws, 10 ALR4th 246.

Validity, under federal and state  establia 
religion provisions, of prohibition of sale of in i 
ing liquors on specific religious holidays. 27 AIJ 
1155.

Scheduling election on religious holiday as \ 
of federal constitutional nghts. 44 ALR Fed. 888>.ri

Sec, 44.12.020. H oliday fa lling  on Sunday. If a holiday listed in AS 44.12.C
except AS 44.12.010(aH12), falls on a Sunday, Sunday and the following Monday are 1 
legal holidays. (§ 1-1-6 AC LA 1949; am § 1 ch 183 SLA 1959; am § 2 ch 37 SLA IS

Sec. 44.12.025. H oliday fa lling  on Saturday. I f  a holiday listed in AS 44.12.C 
falls on a Saturday, the Saturday and the preceding Friday are both legal holidays ] 
officers and employees of the state. (§ 1 ch 40 S I j \  1966)

A rtic le  2. D esigna ted  D ays o f  H onor.
S ec tion

30. W ickersham Day
40. Anthony J . Dimond Day
50. E rnest G ruening Day
55. Bob B artle tt Day
60. William A. Egan Day
65. Elizabeth Peratrovich Day
70. Alaska Flag Day
72. Alaska Day of Prayer
75. Family day and family preservation month

S ec tio n
76. Prisoners of War and Missing in Action 

tion Days 
78. Women Veterans Day 
80. Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
85. Dutch Harbor Remembrance Day 
90. Juneteen th  Day
95. Drunk Driving Victims Remembrance Day 
98. Avalanche Awareness Month

l 44.12.040. Anthony
\ d  Day in honor of ”Ti 

^blies and programs, ai 
toe public at large, (§ 2

Holidays, A

i«S*- 44.12.045. Martin Li

re fe ren ce* . — For cur

Sec. 44.12.030. Wickersham Day. August 24 is designated Wickersham Day in 
honor of James Wickersham, and is the occasion for school assemblies with appropriate 
programs, and other suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public in 
general. f§ 2 ch 63 SLA 1949)

; Sec. 44.12.050. Ernest '
aary 6 of each year to 1 

j e  of service to the ter 
f may be observed by si 

pjblic. (§ 1 ch 13 SLA 1984

Sec. 44.12.055. Bob Bar
to honor E.L. “Bob” Br 

*^jjlic service to Alaska anc 
' observances and exercises b

Sec. 44.12.060. W illiam
8 of each year to honor Will 
g lifetime of service to the i 

t  observed by suitable observi 
£  SLA 1985)

Sec. 44.12.065. Elizabei 
lished on February 16 of eac 
of the Alaska Native Siste 
discrimination and bring ab< 
observed by suitable observ; 
SLA 1988)

C ross re fe ren ce* . — For legisl 
sec. I, ch. 65, SLA 1988 in the Tern 
Acta.

Sec. 44.12.070. Alaska
i year to honor the creation o 

and its importance as a sym 
observances and exercises t

Sec. 44.12.372. Alaska
the first Thursday in May ei 
united prayer to give than 
endured, to ask divine guidi 
our state and our nation. (§

C ro ss  re fe ren ce* . — For legisl 
■ ceming the enactm ent of th is secti
Pi SLA 1997 in the 1997 Temporary i

Sec, 44.12.075. Fam ily
established on May 1 of eacl 
May each year is establish



Holidays, Acency Office Hoi rs, and Official Language § 44.12.075

gjc 44.12.040. Anthony J. Dim ond Day. November 30 is designated .Anthony J . 
■fiimond Doy io honor o f “Tbny" D imond. and sh a ll be observed by appropriate school 
"Ijemblies and programs, and other su itab le observances and exercises by civic groups 

the public a t large. (§ 2 ch 3 SLA 1955)

r  gee. 44.12.045. Martin Luther King Day. [Repealed, § 3 ch 109 SLA 1989.1
?  Crow* re fe re n c e s . — For current law, see AS 

$ 4412.010.
gee. 44.12.050. Ernest G ruening Day. Ernest G ruening D ay is estao lished on 
ebruary 6 o f each yea r to honor E rnest G ruening, doctor, editor, and statesm an, fo r a 

f lifetime o f service to the te rrito ry  and state o f  A laska and the nation. E rnest G ruen ing 
Pay may be observed by su itab le observances and exercises by civic groups and the 
public. (§ 1 ch 13 3 LA 1984)

gee. 44.12.055. Bob B p-tlett Day. Bob B a rt le tt D ay is estab lished on April 20 o f  each 
year to honor E .L . ‘Bob” B a rt le tt, the “ architect o f A laska statehood,”  fo r a lifetim e o f 
public service to A laska and the nation. Bob B a rt le tt Day may be observed by su itab le 
observances and exercises by civic groups and the public. (§ 1 ch 12 SLA  1984)

> Sec. 44.12.060. W illiam  A. Egan Day. W illiam  A. Egan Day is estab lished on October $ of each yea r to honor W illiam  “ B i l l” Egan, the firs t governor o f the state c f  A laska , fo r 
I  lifetime o f  se rv ic t ) the te rrito ry  and state o f A laska. W illiam  A. Egan Day may be 
observed by su itab le observances and exercises by civic groups and the public. (§ 1 ch 18 SLA 1985)

• Sec. 44.12.065. Elizabeth Peratrovich Day. E lizabeth Peratrov ich Day is estab­
lished on Feb rua ry  16 o f each yea r to honor E lizabeth Peratrovich, past G rand President 
of the A laska Native Sisterhood, fo r her courageous, unceasing effo rts to e lim inate 
discrimination and bring about equal rights in A laska. E lizabeth Peratrov ich Day m ay be 
obsened by su itab le observances and exercises by civic groups and the public. (§ 2 ch 65 
SLA 1988)

Cross re fe re n c e s . — For legislative findings, see 
sec. 1, ch. 65, SLA 1988 in the Temporary and Special 
Arts.

Sec. 44.12.070. /Alaska Flag Day. A laska F lag  Day is estab lished on Ju ly  9 o f each 
year to honor the creation o f the design o f  the official flag o f the state by Benny Benson 
and its importance as a symbol o f  the state. A laska F lag  Day may be observed by su itab le 
observances and exercises by civic groups and the public. (§ 1 ch 120 SLA 1992)

Sec. 44.12.072. Alaska Day o f Prayer. The A laska Day o f  P raye r is established on 
the first Thursday in May each yea r as an opportunity fo r residents o f  a ll fa iths to jo in  in 
United p raye r to give thanks fo r blessings received, to request healing fo r wounds 
endured, to ask divine guidance fo r ou r leaders, and to bring wholeness to the ciuzens o f 
hur state and our nation. (§ 2 ch 11 SLA  1997)

Cross re fe re n c e s . — For legislative findings con­
cerning the enact ment of this section, see § 1, ch. 11.
SLA 1997 in the 1997 Temporary and Special Acts.

Sec. 44.12.075. Fam ily day and fam ily preservation month. Fam ily Day is 
established on May 1 o f each year to celebrate the institu tion o f  the family. The month o f 
May each y e a r is estab lished as Preservation o f  the Fam ily tMonth to encourage the



5 44.12.076 State Government Holidays, Am

preservation of the institution of the family. Family Day and Preservation of# 
Month may be observed by suitable observances by families, such as a family 
of the role of families, the rights and responsibilities of children and 
appropriate methods tor the resolution of violent feelings in family 
exercises by civic groups and the public. In observance of Family Preservation! 
Department of Health and Social Services shall encourage the prevention of ejjSP 
and neglect in Alaska families. (§ 2 ch 4 SLA 1994)

C roaa re fe ren ce* . — For legislative findings in 
connection with th e  enactm ent of th is section, see § t, 
ch. 4, SLA 1994 in the Temporary and Special Act*.

Sec. 44.12.076. Prisoners o f War and Missing in  Action Recognitic
(a) Former Prisoners of War Recognition Day is established on April 9 of each] 
recognize and honor all former prisoners of war (POWs) from our nation’s wars wl 
returned home. These POWs repeatedly demonstrated their devotion to duty, ] 
country, despite enduring captivity and sometimes brutal treatment by their caj 
governor shall issue a proclamation to commemorate the day, and the POW/] 
shall be flown that day at sites identified by the governor. Former POW Recognita 
may be observed by suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the i

(b) °risoners of War and Missing in Action Recognition Day is established on th*< 
Friday of September each year to honor all prisoners of war (POWs) and those mi 
action (MIAs), unaccounted for from all our nation's wars or who died in captivity1 
POWs and MIAs repeatedly demonstrated their devotion to duty, honor, and 
despite enduring captivity and sometimes brutal treatment by their captors. The! 
those unaccounted for and missing in action from our nation’s wars causes considc 
uncertainty for their families, friends, fellow soldiers, and veterans. This day is i 
occasion for Alaskans to remember our country’s enormous responsibility to do 
thing possible to account for those still missing in action. The governor shall issv 
proclamation to commemorate the day, and the POW/MLA flag shall be flown that < 
sites identified by the governor. POW and MIA Recognition Day may be observe 
suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public. (§ 1 ch 10 SLA 2C

L eg is la tiv e  h is to ry  rep o rt* . — For Governor's 
transm itta l le tter concerning the enactm ent of this

section by sec. 1, ch. 10, SLA 2000 iSB 236). se* ! 
Senate Journal 2157.

Sec. 44.12.078. Women Veterans Day. Women Veterans Day is established 
November 9 of each year to acknowledge and commemorate the sacrifices endured 
valor displayed by American women veterans and to recognize their increasing role in 1 
military. The governor shall issue a proclamation to commemorate Women Veterans Da 
The day may be observed by suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and 
public. (§ 1 ch 10 SLA 2000)

L eg isla tiv e  h is to ry  re p o r ts .  — For Governor's 
transm itta l le tter concerning the enactm ent of this

section by sec. 1, ch. 10, SLA 2000 (SB 236). see 2000 „ 
Senate .Journal 2157.

Sec. 44.12.080. Pern. Harbor Remembrance Day. Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day is established on December 7 of each year to commemorate the attack on Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941, and to honor the individuals who died as a result of the 
attack. The governor shall issue a proclamation to commemorate the day and shall direct 
that the Alaska flag be flown at half-mast on that day. Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
may be observed by suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public. 
(§ 1 ch 28 SLA 1995)

Sec. 44.12.086. Dutch Harbor Remembrance Day. Dutch Harbor Remembrance 
Day is established on June 3 of each year to commemorate the attack on Dutch Harbor

15 , 1942, and to honor I 
ots o f  Attu and Kiska 

tin Jap i until the end 
rvicemen who died in 

0 honored for their dil 
or shall issue a proclar 

U direct that the Alas 
1 by suitable observan

JP95)

>*■ note* . — Enacted a* A 
| in  1995.

44.12.090. Juneteec
j in June each year to con 
ia  and its territories in 1 

the day. On Juneteenth 
dured by early African-Am 

yed by all state citizens i

* Sac. 44.12.095. D ru n k  D
flffls Remembrance Day is es 
f f  drunk driving. The govern 
dgy may be observed by suita 
(| 1 ch 66 SLA 2001)

* *•
i f '  Re v iso r’s no te* . — Enacted as 

numbered in 2001.

Sec. 44.12.098. Avalanc 
■ established as Avalanche 

observed by schools, comm 
individuals with appropriaL 
dangers, how to respond 
avalanche areas. (§ 2 ch 10

CrosB re fe re n c e * . — For a  »uit< 
intent relating  to the provisions • 
§ 1, ch. 10. SLA 2004, in the 20 
Special Acts.

A rt ic l
S ection
200. S ta te  agency office hours

Sec. 44.12.200. State a
the extent practicable, stat 
to the public shall schedul 
ope.i at the times most < 
employees working 40 houi of clientele and shall re 
stui igency the most suit 
shall periodically review it 

(b) In this section, “stab  
division, authority, public

ZM



Holiday*, Agency Office Hours, and Official Language § 44.12.200

L e 3, 1942, and to honor the individuals who died as a resuit of the attack and those 
itants of Attu and itiska who fell into enemy hands three days later and were held 

' c in Japan until the end of World War IT. On Dutch Harbor Remembrance Day the 
servicemen who died in 1943 while recapturing Attu and Kiska from the Japanese 

also honored for their diligent service to the United States and to the state. The 
-nor shall issue a procU mation to commemorate Dutch Harbor Remembrance Day 
snail direct that the Alaska flag be flown at half-mast on that day. The day may be 

■ed by suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public. (§ 1 ch 38 
1995)

ItfV itor’tf note* . — Enacted as AS 44 12.080. Re­
sided in 1995

{. 44.12.090. Juneteenth Day. Juneteenth Day is established on the third Satur- 
in June each year to commemorate the abolition of slavery throughout the United 

and its territories in 1865. The governor shall issue a proclamation to comraem- 
te the day On Juneteenth Day, citij jns of the state are urged to reflect on the suffering 

«pdured by early African-Americans and to appreciate the unique freedom and equality 
ioyed by all state citizens today. (§ 1 ch 9 SLA 2001)

jf Sec. 4 4 .12 .0 9 5 . D runk D riv in g  Victim s Remembrance Day. Drunk Driving Vic­
tims Remembrance Day is established on July 3 of each year to commemorate the victims 
"drunk driving. The governor shall issue a proclamation to commemorate the day. The 

day may be observed by suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public. 
(} lc h 6 6  SLA 2001)

R evisor’s n o tes . — Enacted as AS 44.12.090. Re- 
aumbered m 2001

t Sec. 44.12.098. Avalanche Awe ness M onth. The month of November each year is 
established as Avalanche Awareness Month. Avalanche Awareness Month may be 

* observed by schools, community groups, and other public and private agencies and 
individuals with appropriate activities that increase the public’s awareness of avalanche 
dangers, how to respond to avalanches, and the use of appropriate equipment in 
avalanche areas. (§ 2 ch 10 SLA 2004)

Cross re fe ren ce* . — For a statem ent of legislative E ffec tive  d a te s . — Section 2, ch 10, SLA, which 
intent relating to  the provisions of this section, see enacted this section, became effective Ju n e  20, 2004.
I 1, ch. 10, SLA 2004, in the 2004 Temporary and 
Special Acts.

A rtic le  3. S ta te  Agency O ffice H ou rs .
Section
200 S tate agency office hours

Sec. 4 4 .12 .2 0 0 . State agency office hours, (a) It is the policy of the state that, to 
V the extent practicable, state agency offices that are intended to provide services directly 
Bj to the public shall schedule the hours of work of their employees so that the offices are 
£ open at the times most convenient to the individuals being served and stalled by 

employees working 40 hours per week. Each office shall review the preferences and needs 
of its clientele and shall recommend to the commissioner or other executive head of the 
state agency the most suitable hours of operation for that specific location. Each office 
shall periodically review its hours of operation.

(b) In this section, “state agency” means a department, institution, board, commission, 
division, authority, public corporation, committee, or other administrative unit of the


