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Sponsor Statement for H JR  8

M ore than 250 Alaska Army National Guard soldiers are 
now on active duty, and are deployed throughout the world.

These citizen soldiers, from all over A laska are serving in overseas 
training deplo>ments, combat missions, stability and support 
operations, as well as federal missions and the Partnership for 
Peace in M ongolia.

Alaskan Army National Guard m em bers come from  all walks 
of life. They are committed to serving their country in times of 
need; thus, they leave their families, friends and jobs in order to 
spend from  six months to a year and a half completing their 
assigned missions.

These fine soldiers deserve our appreciation and thanks.

Representative _Bruce_Weyhrauch@legis.scatc.ak.us 
w \ v \ v . a k r e D u b l i c a n s . o r & . / \ v e v h r a u c h /
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22 February 2005

Alaska State Legislature 
do Representative Bruce Weyhrauch 
State Capitol, Room 421 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Attention: Terry Harvey

SUBJECT: Letter o f  Support tc House Resolution 8, In Support o f National Guard 
Programs

I am sending this letter o f support as the President of the Alaska National Guard Officer’s 
Association (ANGOA) for the cuncnt bill recognizing the service and sacrifices o f the 
members o f  the Alaska Army National Gua^u who are or will oe deployed around the 
world in support o f  the Global War on Terror, as well as other current Homeland Defense 
and Homeland Security missions.

The Alaska Army National Guard is at a historic pace o f operational deployments in both 
Federal and State status’ to protect Alaskans and Americans and any form of literal or 
functional support from our State is greatly appreciated and extremely important.

The effects on the morale of our soldiers and their families with formalized and heart-felt 
support for the unique sacrifices o f Alaska National Guardmembers is yet to be 
determined, but we can expect it to be acknowledged.

Thanks for your consideration in this and other matters o f support from the Alaska State 
Legislature on behalf of my fellow Alaska Guardsmen and Women.

Lieutenant Colonel 
President, ANGOA

(907) 428-6503
mike.bridgesffiak.ngb.anny.mil 
3026 Eaglek Bay Circle 
Anchorage, AK 99515

Sincerely,



20 January 2005

The Honorable Mr. Bruce W eyhrauch 
Alaska State Representative 
Juneau, Alaska

SU B JEC T: Operational Deploym ents of the Alaska N ational Guard

DEPLOYM ENT STRENGTH: The Alaska Army National Guard currently has over 250 
soldiers on Federal Active duty with approximately 170 of those involved in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom (OIF) or Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) overseas. O ver 8C soldiers 
are on Federal Title X duty at Ft. Greely with the National M issile D efense security 
mission. 36 Soldiers have ju s t completed Federal Title X  duty of tw o years securing 
Kulis Air G uard Base and 67 Aviation Battalion soldiers recently returned from nearly a 
year in Kosovo.

PENDING MISSIONS: Current pending missions include an Aviation Com pany (UH60 
Blackhawk Helicopters) to O f f  late this Spring 2005 (18 m onths total Federal time), and 
beginning early Summer 2006 through Spring 2008, approxim ately 320 infantry soldiers 
will deploy to the Hom o f Africa (HOA) in support o f the G lobal W ar On Terror 
(GWOT) with two, 150-plus man unit rotations of 12 m onths "boots on the ground" time 
each rotation).

LENGTH O F MISSIONS: Army Guard missions are prim arily 12 months boots on the 
ground if part of OIF or O FF  for a total of 18 months with train up/m obil zation and 
demobilization time. O ther missions are generally from  6-12 months. Overseas 
deployment training m issions (ODT) are usually 3-4 weeks if outside Alaska. The Haiti 
mission is a Nation-Building/Humanitarian mission starting in February and running 
through June, with Aviation Platoons going for 3-4 week rotations covenng the duration.

WHERE THEY ARE FROM : These Army Guard Soldiers are from  com munities all over 
Alaska from Ketchikan to Barrow, and around the entire Rural periphery from  Kotzebue 
to Togiak, Kodiak, Kenai and throughout the Southeast.

TROOP BACKGROUND: In their civilian lives these soldiers are mechanics, truck 
drivers, cooks, business managers, small business owners, pilots, fisherm en, accountants, 
police, fire fighters, mill workers, salespeople, state and federal public em ployees, you 
name it, they are part of the civilian communities they com e from.

Point of Contact for this information is: Lieutenant Colonel M ike Bridges at (907) 428- 
6503, email: mike.bridgesCgal:.ngb.army.mil



A l a s k a  A r m y  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  O p e r a t i o n a l

D e p l o y m e n t s  (As of January 2005 and pending)

<f

Oversea'. Training Deployments 
Combat Missions 
Stability and Support Operations 
Other Activations-Federal Missions 
Partnership for Peace-Mongolia■•..A,

O O




