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SPONSOR STATEMENT
House Bill 349 creates a commission that will make recommendations regarding 
legislative pay. It does not raise salaries o f legislators, but does provide an 
incre se for the Speaker o f  the House and President o f  the Senate from $500 per 
year to $500 per month.

Current state statute provides for a commission, but such a commission has never 
been implemented due to language that ties die statutes to a constitutional change. 
House Bill 349 simplifies current law and establishes a process by which 
legislative salaries may be determined. This commission will be called the 
Citizens’ Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits and will consist o f six 
individuals; three Alaskans appointed by the President o f  the Senate, and three 
A ’askans appointed by the Speaker of the House o f  Representatives. This 
commission will meet at least once every two years and compile a report o f  its 
findings and recommendations. This report will be made available during the first 
ten days o f  a regular legislative session. If this report is neither amended nor 
rejected after a period o f 90 days, the policies within the report shall take effect.

By establishing a Citizens’ Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits, we 
are instituting a process through which legislative pay may be assessed and 
changes implemented. House Bill 345 will improve upon the current statutes that 
have been too problematic to put into practice and clarify the procedures that shall 
be used in this matter.



2

3

4

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

2 4 -L S 1391\L 
Wayne 
1/25/06

WORK DRAFT

B Y

O f f e r e d :
R e f e r r e d :

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  3 4 9 (  )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

S pon so r( s) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  W E Y H R A U C  H

f * 4 l \ 0
J

A B I L L

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D  

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  l e g i s l a t o r  s a l a r y  a n d  b e n e f i t s ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  C i t i z e n s '  C o m m i s s i o n  

o n  L e g i s l a t i v e  S a la r y '  a n d  B e n e f i t s  a n d  d e f in in g  its  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  a n d  a b o l i s h i n g  th e  

S t a t e  O f f i c e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t iv e  d a t e  by  

r e p e a l i n g  secs .  9 a n d  12, c h .  1 24 ,  S L A  1 9 8 6 ."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  •

* S e c t io n  1. The uncodified law o f the Slate of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

SHOR I I IT LE. This Act may be known as the Citizens' Commission on Legislative 

Salary and Benefits Act

* S e e .  2. AS 24.10.100 is amended to read:

S ec .  2 4 .1 0 .1 0 0 .  S a l a r y  o f  l e g i s l a to r s .  L e g i s l a t o r s  s h a l l  r e c e iv e  a n n u a l  

■salaries [THE MONTHLY SALARY FOR EACH MEMBER OF THE 

LEGISLATURE IS $2,001 ]. The president o f the senate and the speaker of the house 

of representatives are each entitled to an additional $500 a m o n t h  [YEAR] during
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tenure o f office.

* Sec. 3. AS 24.10.101, added by sec. 6, ch. 124, SLA 1986, is repealed and reenacted to 

read:

Sec. 24.10.101. Legislative salary and benefits. The Citizens' Commission on 

Legislative Salary and Benefits shall recommend legislative salary and benefits under 

AS 39.23.

* Sec. 4. AS 24.10.130(c) is amended to read:

(c) The Alaska Legislative Council shall adopt a per diem policy and a 

policy applicable to all legislators regarding allowances and the reimbursement of 

[FOR] moving expenses [APPLICABLE TO ALL LEGISLATORS AND AN 

APPLICABLE PER DIEM ALLOWANCE POLICY], The policies [POLICY] must 

set conditions for per diem and for allowances and the reimbursement of [FOR] 

moving expenses. The policies must [AND PAYMENT OF PER DIEM AND] 

prescribe the amounts o f reimbursement adapted to the special needs o f the legislative 

branch as determined by the council.

* Sec. 5. AS 24 .10.130 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) The Alaska Legislative Council shall adopt a policy regarding salary and 

benefits for legislators. The policy must be sufficient in scope and detail to give nttice 

as to how much legislators are paid in salary and the quality and quantity o f  benefits to 

which legislators are entitled.

* Sec. 6. AS 39.23.200(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Citizens' Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits [STATE 

OFFICERS COMPENSATION COMMISSION] is established in the legislative 

branch of state governm ent. The commission is composed of six [SEVEN] 

members, three of whom are appointed by the president of the senate and three of 

whom are  appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives [APPOINTED 

BY THE GOVERNOR SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION BY A MAJORITY OF 

THE LEGISLATURE IN JOINT SESSION], Members serve for staggered terms of 

four years. A [COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP SHALL INCLUDE AT LEAST ONE 

BUSINESS EXECUTIVE, ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A NONPARTISAN 

VOTERS' ORGANIZATION, ONE PERSON WITH EXPERIENCE IN PUBLIC

CSHB 349( ) -2-
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ADMINISTRATION, AND ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A LABOR 

ORGANIZATION. EXCFPT AS PROVIDED IN AS 39.05.080(4), A] vacancy shall 

be filled for the bal ice of the unexpired term. A commission member may serve not 

[NO] more than two complete consecutive terms. A partial term served bv a 

mem ber appointed to fill the balance o f an unexpircd term, if served immediately 

before the member is reappointed to serve a full term, is considered to be merged 

with the full term so the two periods of service constitute only one term. A 

vacancy shall be filled by appointment, as provided in this subsection, within 90 

days after the vacancy occurs.

* Sec. 7. AS 39.23.200(b) is amended to read:

(b) The commission shall elect a member to chair its meetings. Meetings shall 

be called by the chair of the commission. The ch air shall also administer the 

commission and its budget. A majority of the commission members constitutes a 

quorum to transact business. The affirmative vote o f four members is required to 

approve the commission's recommendations on c. mpensatinn.

* Sec. 8. AS 39.23.210 is amended to rerd:

Sec. 39.23.219. Qualifications for appointment [PROHIBITIONS 

AGAINST STATE OR IV ' TNICTPAL SERVICE]. A member o f the commission 

shall meet the qualifications of AS 39.05.100 and may not be employed by the state, 

including the University of Alaska, serve as a member o f another state board, 

commission, or authority, or hold elective state or municipal office during membership 

on the commission.

* Sec. 9. AS 39.23.230(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Alaska Legislative Council [IF REQJESTED BY THE 

COMMISSION, THE LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY] shall provide staff for 

the commission.

w Sec. 10. AS 39.23 240(a) is amended to read:

(a) The commission shall review tne salaries and [,] benefits [, AND 

ALLOWANCES] of legislators only. The commission shall [MEMBERS OF THE 

LEGISLATURE AND] prepare a report on its findings at least once every two years, 

but not more frequently than every year. [THE COMMISSION SHALL NOTIFY

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 24-LS1391VL
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THE LEGISLATURE THAT THE REPORT IS AVAILABLE.]

* Sec. 11. AS 39.23.240(c) is amended to read:

(c) The commission shall prepare its preliminary findings and 

recommendations and provide them to the Alaska Legislative Council [FOR THE 

COMPENSATION OF STATE OFFICERS] by November 15. The commission shall 

give reasonable public notice o f its preliminary findings and recommendations, solicit 

public comments, and give due regard to the public comments, before submitting a 

final report under (d) o f this section.

* Sec. 12. AS 39.23.240(d) is amended to read:

(d) The commission shall make available to the Alaska Legislative Council a 

final report of its findings and recommendations as to an equitable [THE] rate and 

form of salary and [COMPENSATION,] benefits [, AND ALLOWANCES] for 

legislators [DURING THE FIRST 10 DAYS OF A LEGISLATIVE SESSION],

1 Sec. 13. AS 39.23.250, added by sec. 4, ch. 124, SLA 1986, is repealed and ree.iac*ed to 

read:

Sec. 39.23.250. Alaska Legislative Council action. ( t) The Alaska 

Legislative Council may publish the final report made a/ailable under 

AS 39.23.240(d) and amendments submitted under AS 39.23.240(e) at any time and 

may consider adoption o f some, none, or all of the commission's recommendations. 

Any part o f the commission's report not rejected or amended by the Alaska Legislative 

Council and any amendment to the report made by the Alaska Legislative Council 

under AS 24.10.130 take*effccl on the first day of the first full month following the 

last day o f the legislative session in which the final report is issued or the amendment 

is passed.

(b) The legislature’s lawful authority, including the authority to determine the 

rate and form o f salary and benefits for legislators, is neither delegated nor altered by 

this chaptei.

* Sec. 14. AS 39.23.260 is amended to read:

Sec. 39.23 260. Policy of the legislature. It is the policy o f the legislature that 

the commission recom m end [DETERMINE] an equitable rate and form of salary 

and [COMPENSA1 ION,] benefits f, AND ALLOWANCES] for legislators.

CSHB 349( ) -4-
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1 || * Sec. 15. AS 39.23.270 is amended to read:

2 || Sec. 39.23.270. Administrative Procedure Act. [THE REGULATION-

3 II MAKING PROVISIONS OF] AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) does [DO]

4 || not apply to [PROCEEDINGS OF] the commission.

5 || * Sec. 16. AS 39.23 is amended by adding a new section to read:

6 II Sec. 39.23.280. Benefits that are excluded from commission's

7 || consideration. In this chapter, the term "benefit" does not include additional

8 || compensation paid under AS 24.10.100 to presiding officers, salary, per diem,

9 || allowances, or reimbursement o f moving expenses.

10 || * Sec. 17. AS 39.23 is amended by adding a new section to read:

11 || Sec. 39.23.295. Definitions. In this chapter,

12 || (1) "commission" means the Citizens' Commission on Legislative

13 II Salary and Benefits;

14 || (2) "salary" means the annual salary o f  legislators and does not include

15 || additional compensation paid under AS 24.10.100 to presiding officers, benefits, per

16 || diem, allowances, or reimbursement of moving expenses.

17 || * Sec. 18. AS 39.23.200(e), 39.23 230(b), 39.23.240(b). 39.23.240(0, and 39.23.400 are

18 || repealed.

19 || * Sec. 19. Section 5, ch. 124, SLA 1986, is repealed.

20 || * Sec. 20. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

21 || read:

”  I' INITIAL APPOINTMENTS AND TERMS; FIRST MEETING, (a) The initial

23 || members of the Citizens' Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits who are first

24 || appointed under this Act shall be appointed within 90 days after the effective date o f this Act,

25 || and. notwithstanding AS 39.23.200(a), as amended by sec. 6 o f this Act, the terms o f the

26 || members of the commission are as follows:

27 (1) one member shall serve a one-year term;

28 | (2) tw'o members shall serve two-year terms;

29 (3) two members shall serve three-year terms;

30 (4) one member shall serve a four-year term.

31 (b) Notwithstanding AS 39.23.200(b), as amended by sec. 7 of this Act, the first

-5-
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1 meeting o f the commission shall be called by the chair of the Alaska Legislative Council.

2 I * Sec. 21. The uncodified law of the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
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read:

CONTINUATION OF CURRENT LEGISLATORS' SALARIES. The monthly salary 

for each member o f the legislature is $2,001 until the State o f Alaska payroll administration 

implements a different monthly payment o f annual salary in its place based on adoption of a 

policy by the Alaska Legislative Council under AS 24.10.130(d), added by sec. 5 o f tl Is Act 

setting out a different salary.

* Sec. 22. Sections 9 and 12, ch. 124 SLA 1986, giving delayed contingent effect to certain 

; ovisions o f AS 24.10 and AS 39.23. are repealed.
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CS FO R  H O U SE B IL L  N O. 349( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

O ffered :
R eferred :

Sponso r(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  W E Y H R A U C H

A B ILL 

FO R  AN ACT E N T IT L E D  

"A n  Act re la ting  to leg islato r sa lary  and benefits; e s tab lish ing  th e  C itizens' C om m ission 

on Legislative S ala ry  and  Benefits and  defining its pow ers and  du ties and  abo lish ing  the | 

S ta te  Officers C om pensation  Com m ission; and  p ro v id in g  fo r an  effective d a te  by 

repealing  secs. 9 and  12, ch. 124, SLA 1986."

BE IT  EN A CTED  BY T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALA SKA :

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

SHORT TITLE. This Act may be known as the Citizens' Commission on Legislative 

Salary and Benefits Act.

* Sec. 2. AS 24.10.100 is amended to read:

Sec. 24.10.100. S a la ry  o f legislators. L eg islato rs shall receive an n u a l 

salaries [THE MONTHLY SALARY FOR EACH MEMBER OF THE 

LEGISLATURE IS $2,001]. The president of the senate and the speaker of the house 

of representatives arc each entitled to an additional $500 a m onth  [YEAR] dunng

-1- CSHB 349( )
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tenure of office.

* Sec. 3. AS 24.10.101, added by sec. 6, ch. 124, SLA 1986. is repealed and reenacted to 

read:

Sec. 24.10.101. Legislative salary and benefits. The Citizens' Commission on 

Legislative Salary and Benefits shall recommend legislative salary and benefits under 

AS 39.23.

* Sec. 4. AS 24.10.130(c) is amended to read:

(c) The Alaska Legislative Council shall adopt a per diem policy and a 

policy applicable to all legislators regarding a llowances and the reimbursement of 

[FOR] moving expenses [APPLICABLE TO ALL LEGISLATORS AND AN 

APPLICABLE PER DrEM ALLOWANCE POLICY]. The policies [POLICY] must 

set conditions for per diem and for allowances and the reimbursement of (FOR) 

moving expenses. The policies must [AND PAYMENT OF PER DIEM AND] 

prescribe the amounts of reimbursement adapted to the special needs of the legislative 

branch as determined by the council.

* Sec. 5. AS 24.10.130 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) The Alaska Legislative Council shall adopt a policy regarding salary and 

benefits for legislators. 7’he policy must be sufficient in scope and detail to give notice 

as to how much legislators are paid in salary and the quality and quantity of benefits to 

nich legislators arc entitled.

* Sec. 6. AS '’9.23.200(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Citizens' Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits [STATE 

OFFICERS COMPENSATION COMMISSION] is established in the legislative 

branch of state government. The commission is composed of six [SEVEN] 

members, three of whom are appointed by the president of the senate and three of 

whom are appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives [APPOINTED 

BY THE GOVERNOR SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION BY A MAJORITY OF 

THE LEGISLATURE IN JOINT SESSION]. Members serve for staggered terms of 

four years. A [COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP SHALL INCLUDE AT LEAST ONE 

BUSINESS EXECUTIVE, ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A NONPARTISAN 

VOTERS' ORGANIZATION, ONE PERSON WITH EXPERIENCE IN PUBLIC

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 24-LS1391VX

349( ) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



I

II

1

1 :

1 :

u

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 24-LSI391VX

ADMINISTRATION, AND ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A La BOR 

ORGANIZATION. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN AS 39 05.080(4). A] vacancy shall 

be filled for the balance of the uncxpired term. A commission member may serve not 

[NO] more than two complete consecutive terms. A partial term served by a

member appointed to fill the balance of an unexpired term, if served immediately

before the member is reappointed to serve a full term, is considered to be merged

with the full term so the two periods of service constitute only one term. A 

vacancy shall be filled by appointment, as provided in this subsection, within 0/>l 

days after the vacancy occurs.

* Sec. 7. AS 39.23.200(b) is amended to read:

(b ' The commission shall elect a member to chair its meetings. Meetings shall 

he called by the chair of the commission. The chair shall also administer the 

commission and its budget. A majority of the commission members constitutes a 

quorum to transact business. The affirmative vote of four members is required to 

approve the commission's recommendations on compensation.

* Sec. 8. AS 39.23.210 is amended to read:

Sec. 39.23.210. Qualifications for appointment [PROHIBITIONS 

AGAINST STATE OR MUNICIPAL SERVICE]. A member of the commission 

shall meet the qualifications of AS 39.05.100 and may not be employed by the state, 

including the University of Alaska, serve as a member of another state board, 

commission, or authority, or hold elective state or municipal office during membership 

on the commission.

* Sec. 9. AS 39.23.23C(a) is amended to vad:

(a) The Alaska Legislative Council [IF REQUESTED BY THE 

COMMISSION. THE LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY] shall provide staff for 

the commission.

* Sec. 10. AS 39.23.240(a) is amended to read:

(a) The commission shall review the salaries and [,] benefits [, AND 

ALLOWANCES] of legislators only. The commission shall [MEMBERS OF THE 

LEGISLATURE AND] prepare a report on its findings at least once every two years, 

but not more frequently than every year. [THE COMMISSION SHALL NOTIFY

-3-
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THE LEGISLATURE THAT THE REPORT JS AVAILABLE.J

* Sec. 11. AS 39.23.240(c) is amended to read:

(c) The commission shall prepare its preliminary findings and 

recommendations and provide them to the Alaska Legislative Council [FOR THE 

COMPENSATION OF STATE OFFICERS] by November 15. The commission shall 

give reasonable public notice of its preliminary Findings and recommendations, solicit 

public comments, and give due regard to the public comments, before submitting a 

final report under (d) of this section.

* Sec. 12. AS 39.23.240(d) is amended to read:

(d) The commission shall make available to the Alaska Legislative Council a 

final rcpon of its Findings and recommendations as to an equitable [THE] rate and 

form of salary and [COMPENSATION,] benefits [, AND ALLOWANCES] for 

legislators during the first 30 [ 10] days of a legislative session.

* Sec. 13. AS 39.23.250, added by sec. 4, ch. 124, SLA 1986, is repealed and reenacted to 

•ead:

Sec. 39.23.250. Alaska Legislative Council action, (a) The Alaska 

Legislative Council shall publish the final report made available under 

AS 39.23.240(d) and amendments submitted under AS 39.23.240(e) and may consider 

adoption of some, none, or all of the commission’s recommendations. Any part of the 

commission's report not rejected or amended by the Alaska Legislative Council and 

any amendment to the report made by the Alaska Legislative Council under 

AS 24.10.130 take effect on the first day of the first full month following the last day 

of the legislative session in which the final report is issued or tbs amendment is 

passed.

(b) The legislature's lawful authority, including the authority to determine the 

rate and form of salar and benefits for legislators, is neither delegated nor altered by 

this chapter.

* Sec. 14. AS 39.23.260 is amended to read:

Sec. 39.23.260. Policy of the legislature. It is the policy of the legislature that 

the commission recommend [DETERMINE] an equitable rate and form of salary 

and [COMPENSATION,] benefits [, AND ALLOWANCES] for legislators.

349( ) -4-
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* See. 15. AS 39.23.270 is amended to read:

Sec. 39.23.270. Administrative Procedure Act. [THE REGULATION-

MAKING PROVISIONS OF] AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) does [DO] 

not apply to [PROCEEDINGS OF] the commission.

* Sec. 16. AS 39.23 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 39.23.280. Benefits that are excluded from commission's

consideration. In this chapter, the term "benefit" does not include additional 

compensation paid under AS 24.10.100 to presiding officers, salary, per diem, 

allowances, or reimbuisement of moving expenses.

* Sec. 17. AS 39.23 is amer.ded by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 39.23.295. Definitions. In this chapter,

(1) "commission" means the Citizens’ Commission on Legislative 

Salary and Benefits;

(2) "salary" means the annual salary of legislators and does not include 

additional compensation paid under AS 24.10.100 to presiding officers, benefits, per 

diem, allowances, or reimbursement of moving expenses.

* Sec. 18. AS 39.23.200(e), 39.23.230(b), 39.23.240(b), 39.23.240(0, and 39.23.400 are 

repealed.

* Sec. 19. Section 5, ch. 124, SLA 1986, is repealed.

* Sec. 20, The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

INITIAL APPOINTMENTS AND TERMS; FIRST MEETING, (a) The initial 

members of the Citizens' Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits who are first 

appointed under this Act shall be appointed within 90 days after the effect; ve date of this Act, 

and, notwithstanding AS 39.23.200(a), as amended by sec. 6 of this Act, the terms of the 

members of the commission are as follows:

(1) one member shall serve a one-year term;

(2) two members shall serve two-year terms;

(3) two members shall serve three-year terms;

(4) one member shall serve a four-year term.

(b) Notwithstanding AS 39.23.200(b), as amended by sec. 7 of this Act, the first

-5-
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meeting of the commission shall be called by the chair of the Alaska Legislative Council.

* Sec. 21. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

CONTINUATION OF CURRENT LEGISLATORS' SALARIES. The monthly salary 

for each member of the legislature is $2,001 until the State of Alaska payroll administration 

implements a different monthly payment of annual salary in its place based on adoption of a 

policy by the Alaska legislative Council under AS 24.10.130(d), added by sec. 5 of this Act, 

setting out a different salary.

* Sec. 22. Sections 9 and 12, ch. 124, SLA 1986, giving delayed contingent effect to certain 

provisions of AS 24.10 and AS 39.23, are repealed.
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): _____
Title “An act relating to legislator salary and
benefits; establishing the Citizens' Commission...’ 
Sponsor Representative Weyhrauch
Requestor House State Affairs

Dept. Affected:
|BRU " I 
Component:’

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill V ersion :
() Pub lish Date:

HB 349

Legislature 
islative Council 

Councifand Subcommittees

Component No. 7 5 3 ”

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S F Y  2 0 0 7 F Y  2 0 0 8 F Y  2 0 0 9 F Y  2 0 1 0 F Y  2 0 1 0 F Y  2 0 1 1

Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
15.0 10.0 15.0 it).0 15.0 10.0
5.0 2.5 5.0 2.5 5.0 2.5
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 2 0 . 0 1 2 .5 2 0 . 0 1 2 . 5 2 0 . 0 1 2 . 5

0.0 | 0.0 1 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | o.o 1C A P I T A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S

n r o.o 1C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  ( 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 20.0 12.5 20.0 12.5 20.0 12.5
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

T O T A L 2 0 . 0 1 2 .5 2 0 . 0 1 2 . 5 2 0 . 0 1 2 . 5

E s t i m a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y 2 0 0 6 )  c o s t : 00
C h e c k  t h i s  b o x  (X )  i f  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  i s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  G o v e r n o r  s  F Y  2 0 0 5  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :  

P O S I T I O N S

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
A N A L Y S I S :  (Attach a separate page it necessary)

HB 349 establishes a six member Citizens' Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits. The 
members are appointed by the Senate President and the House Speaker. They serve staggered terms of 
four years. This Commission shall review salaries and benefits of Legislators and submit a report and 
recommendations for equitable rate and form of compensation to the Alaska Legislative Council ever/ two 
years, but not more frequently than every year. The Legislative Council may adopt or reject the 
Commission recommendations or the recommendations may become final under AS 24.10.130 within 90 
days from receipt of the report. This fiscal note includes funds for travel and contractual expenses of the 
Commission. The funds will be under the authority of the Commission. Legislative Council will absorb the 
cost of staffing the Commission. Costs for the report and P - teleconferences will be absorbed within LAA 
budgets. This fiscal note includes funding for each fiscal year as the Commission may perform v ork each 
year.

Prepared by: Karla Schofield, Deputy Director
Division Administrative Services

Phone 465-6626
Date/Time 1/25/06 5:36 PM

Approved by: Pamela Varni. Executive Director 
Agency

Date 1/25/2006
Legislative A ffairs Agency
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D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G A L  A N D  R E S E A R C H  S E R V I C E S  
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A State Capitol
Juneau , A laska 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

De live ries to: 12 9  6th S t., Rm. 3 2 9

M E M O R A N D U M January 3, 2006

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary (Work Order No. 24-LS1391\F)

TO : Representative Bruce Weyhrauch

FROM : Dan Wayne
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of a House Bill identified by Work Order 
Number 24-LS 1391\F, which proposes creation of the Citizens' Commission on 
Legislative Salary and Benefits. Preliminarily, the best source of information about the 
contents of a bill is the bill itself; however, I have summarized it section by section 
below':

Section 1 Shcr. Title. This section boils the main title down into "The Citizens’ 
Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits Act."

Section 2. Salary of Legislators. The first sentence is a quotation from Article II, Section 
7, of the Alaska Constitution. The second sentence changes the extra pay for the 
president of the senate and the speaker of the house from $500.00 per month to $500.00 
per year.

Section 3. Legislative compensation and allowances.' Section 3 says the commission 
shall recommend legislative salary and benefits under AS 39.23. The existing law it 
would repeal says: The State Officers Compensation Commission shall set the 
compensation of legislators under AS 39.23." (The existing law passed in 1986 but has 
not gone into effect because a constitutional amendment must first occur for it to become 
effective, therefore there has never been an appointment to the State Officers 
Compensation Commission created in 1986 and the commission has never met).

Section 4. Per Diem and Allowances. This section is amended for more precise wording 
and to add the term "allowances." It says the Alaska legislative council shall adopt 
policies on per diem and allowances, adapted to the special needs of the legislative 
branch as determined by the Alaska legislative council. T he existing section refers to 
moving expenses, but not allow-anccs. ("Allowances" encompasses "moving expenses," 
but "moving expenses" docs not necessarily encompass "allowances.")

1 I suggest, to fix my drafting error, re-titling this section "Legislative Salary and 
Benefits" so it will be consistent with the rest of the bill.



Section 5. Legislative Salary Policy. This adds a subsection (d) to AS 24.10.130, 
requiring the Alaska legislative council to adopt a policy on legislative salary ana 
benefits.

Section 6. "Citizens' Commission" replaces prior "Compensation Commission." This 
section proposes adding the Citizen^' Commission on Legislative Salary and Benefits in 
the legislative branch, as substitution for the State Officers Compensation Commission 
that is in the • ecutive branch. It proposes a method of appointing commission members 
and staggering their terms.

Section 7. Qualifications for appointment. This section describes the minimum 
qualifications for appointment to the citizens' commission.

Section 8. Staff provided to Q . mission. Section 8 requires the Alaska legislative 
council to provide staff for the commission, which is a change from the existing 
requirement that the legislative affairs agency provide staff if requested by the 
commission.

Sections 9 -1 2 . Duties of Commission. Sections 9 -1 2  describe the basic duties of the 
commission and the timelines within which to accomplish them.

Section 13. Legislative Council Action. The language this section would repeal now 
reads:

Sec. 39.23.250. Filing with lieutenant governor and certification.
The commission shall, upon transmitting its final recommendations for the 
compensation of legislators to the legislature, file the recommendations in 
•' v office of the lieutenant governor. When the recommendations become 
effective, the commission shall certify the copy of the recommendations 
on file in the office of the lieutenant governor.

The language section 13 proposes as a replacement for this says that the Alaska 
legislative council may publish the report of the citizens' commission any time, and may 
consider adopting some, none, or all of the commissions' recommendations. It says that 
any part of the commission's recommendations not amended or rejected by the legislative 
council within 90 days becomes final. Section 13 also says the legislature's authority is 
neither delegated nor altered.

Section 14. Policy of the Legislature. This section would change existing language that 
says the commission determines equitable compensation and allowances for legislators, 
to say that the commission instead recommends equitable salary and benefits for 
legislators.

Representative Bruce Weyhrauch
January 3, 2006
Page 2



Section 15. Administrative Procedure Act. This section says the administrative 
procedure act governing proceedings of the State Officers Compensation Commission in 
the executive branch will not apply to the proceedings of the Citizens' Commission on 
Legislative Pay and Benefits in the legislative branch.

Section 16. Benefits. This section lists what is not included in "benefits" as the term is 
used in the bill.

Section 17. Defimtions. This section defines "commission" and "salary" as they arc used 
in the bill.

Section 18. Repeal of five statutes. This section would repeal AS 39.23.200(e) 
(establishing a State Officers Compensation Commission in the Office of the Governor), 
AS 39.23.230(b) (making the director of personnel in the Department of Administration 
serve as secretary of the State Officers Compensation Commission), AS 39.23.240(b) 
(which says the Stale Officers Compensation Commission may review compensation, 
benefits and allowances for top officials in the executive branch and the judicial branch), 
AS 39.23.240(0 (which says a member of the State Officers Compensation Commission 
may attach written objections to that commission's final reports), and AS 39.23.400 
(which defines "commission" as the State Officers Compensation Commission).

Section 19. Repeal of Temporary Law. This section would repeal Section 5, chapter 124 
of the Session Laws of Alaska 1986, which has never gone into effect because of Section 
9, chapter 124 of the Sc.ssioi .aws of Alaska 1986 requiring a constitutional amendment.

Section 20. Initial Terms. Section 20 describes scheme of staggered terms for initial 
appointees to the commission.

Section 21. Continuation of Current Legislators' Salaries. Section 21 ensures that there 
is no gap between monthly salary payments to legislators between the date of the bill's 
prospective adoption and the date, if ever, the check issuing authority issues checks in an 
amount that differs from $2,00 i .00, the established statutory rate of salary for legislators.

Section 22. Repeal of temporary laws giving contingent effect to parts of AS 24.10 and 
AS 39.23. This section proposes repeal of temporary laws made obsolete by this bill.

If I may be of further assistance, please advise.

Representative Bruce Weyhrauch
January 3, 2006
Page 3
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