


R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t h  K e r t t u l a

A l a s k  .  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  D i s t r i c t  3

HB 277 
Spon so r  Statement

"An Act naming the Charles Gamble Jr. - Donald Sperl Joint U se Facility in
Juneau."

Charles Gamble Jr. and Donald Sperl were two young men from Juneau who 
served their country in Vietnam. Tragically, both of them were killed in the line of 
duty within 20 months of each other. Both men had lived in Juneau their entire 
lives and attended Juneau-Douglas High School before joining the United States 
Army and being deployed to Vietnam.

The Joint Use Facility/ UAS Student Recreation Center/ National Guard 
Readiness Center is currently under construction and is slated for completion in 
July of this year. The facility was built with federal, state and university funds for 
a total of $16.3 million.

Naming the joint use facility after Charles and Donald will show our respect for 
their dedication to our country and honor them for their valiant service. Their 
names will live on as a reminder for all of true patriotism.
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Presented by: Assembly 
Introduced: 04/11/2005
Drafted by: J.W. Hartle

S e r ia l  No. 2306

A R e so lu tio n  R e q u e s tin g  th a t  th e  A rm y N a tio n a l G u a rd  N am e 
th e  N ew  N a tio n a l G u a rd  R e a d in e s s  C e n te r  A fte r  D o n a ld  W.
S p e r l  a n d  C h a r le s  F. G am b le , J r .

W H E R E A S, Juneau-D oug las H igh School g rad u a tes  D onald W. Sperl and C harles 
F. Gam ble, J r . ,  died serv ing  our coun try  in  the V ietnam  w ar; and

W H E R E A S, both o f these  two Ju n e a u  res id en ts  are listed  on the V ietnam  V eterans’ 
M em orial, a n d  are th e  only two soldiers listed  from Ju n eau , A laska; and

W H E R E A S, the U.S. A rm y N ational G uard  and  the U niversity  of A laska  S ou theast 
a re  building a  jo in t UAS S tu d e n t R ecreation  C en ter and  A laska A rm y N ational G uard 
R eadiness C en ter in  Ju n e au ; and

W H ER E A S, the N ational G uard  will have to  nam e the new  “R ead iness C enter" 
facility; and

W H E R E A S, it would be app rop ria te  to nam e the new facility a fte r  these two young 
m en who gave th e ir lives for the ir country .

Now, T h e r e f o r e ,  B e  i t  R e s o lv e d  b y  t h e  A s s e m b ly  o f  t h e  C i ty  a n d  B o r o u g h  
o f  J u n e a u ,  A lask a .-

S e c tio n  1. The A ssem b lyo fthe  City and Borough of Ju n e a u  respectfully  requests 
th a t  the U.S. A rm y N ationa l G uard  nam e the new A laska A rm y N ational G uard 
R eadiness C en ter in honor of these two Ju n e a u  men, D onald W. Sperl and C harles F. 
Gam ble, J r .

S e c tio n  2. Copies of R esolu tion  2306 sh a ll be provided to the  U niversity  of 
A laska S o u th e as t and  the A laska A rm y N ational G uard.

R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A



S e c tio n  3. E ffec tiv e  D ate . T his resolution sh a ll be effective im m ediately  upon 
adoption.

A dopted th is  l l ‘h day  of April, 2005.

IJU i:
B ruce Botelho, M ayor

A ttest:

L /  L aurie  J . Sytfa, C lerk
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Legislative
Resolve No.

R ela tin g  to  a n  A la sk a  N a tio n a l G u a rd  A rm o ry  in  Ju n eau .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS th e  A la sk a  N a tio n a l G u ard  h as m a in ta in e d  a rm o rie s  a c ro s s  th e  sta te  o f  

A la sk a  s ince  19S9; an d

WHEREAS th e  A la sk a  N a tio n a l G u a rd  p ro te c ts  th e  p e o p le  and  in fra s tru c tu re  o f  o u r  

sta te , w ith  84  a rm o rie s  an d  re a d in e ss  c e n te rs  th a t p ro v id e  ra p id  a c c e s s  to  a ll a reas  o f  th e  s ta te ; 

and

WHEREAS th e  s te e p  m o u n ta in s , d e e p  w a te rs , o p e n  o c e a n s , and  in la n d  c h a n n e ls  o f  

the  so u th e a s t a re a  o f  A la sk a  c re a te  a  c h a lle n g in g  e n v iro n m e n t fo r e m e rg e n c y  m a n a g e m e n t, 

m ak in g  it e s se n tia l th a t e m e rg e n c y  w o rk e rs  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  c lim a te , c u ltu re , and  co o rd in a te s  

o f  the a rea ; a n d

WHEREAS th e  p e rso n s  s e rv in g  in  th e  A la sk a  N a tio n a l G u a rd  in  th e  so u th e a s t a re a  o f  

A la sk a  a re  n e ig h b o rs , co w o rk e rs , a n d  frien d s w h o  d e d ic a te  m a n y  h o u rs  o f  th e ir  b u sy  liv es  to  

p e rfec tin g  th e i r  m ilita ry ' an d  e m e rg e n c y  re a d in e ss  sk ills ; and



WHEREAS Ju n eau  w a s  th e  f irs t A la sk a  c ity  to  h a v e  a  N a tio n a l G u a rd  u n it, and  th e  

A lask a  N a tio n a l G u a rd 's  m a in  a rm o ry  in th e  so u th e a s t a re a  o f  A la s k a  h a s  been  lo ca ted  in 

Ju n eau  s in ce  th e  c u rre n t a rm o ry  w as c o n s tru c te d  in  I9 6 0 , an*

WHEREAS th e  A la sk a  N a tio n a l G u a rd  a rm o ry  in  Ju n e a u  p ro v id e s  th e  o n ly  b a tta lio n  

h ead q u a rte rs  fo r  all o f  th e  so u th eas t a re a  o f  A la sk a ; and

W H E R E A S  h a v in g  a  Ju n eau  a rm o ry  g rea tly  im p ro v e s  th e  A la sk a  N a tio n a l G u a rd ’s 

ab ility  to  re c ru it and  re ta in  p e rso n n e l in  the s ta te 's  th ird  la rg est an d  c a p ita l c ity ; and

WHEREAS th e  A la sk a  N a tio n a l G u a rd  a rm o ry  in  Ju n e a u  is  n o w  lo ca ted  on  p ro p erty  

ow ned  b y  th e  A la sk a  M en ta l H ea lth  T ru s t A u th o rity , and  the C ity  an d  B o ro u g h  o f  Ju n eau  and  

the A la sk a  M en ta l H ea lth  T ru s t A u th o rity  h a v e  w o rk ed  to g e th e r  to  p ro v id e  a new  s ite  for a  

N a tio n a l G u a rd  re a d in e ss  cen te r; and

WHEREAS th e  N a tio n a l G u ard  is a ls o  c o n s id e rin g  c o n s tru c tin g  a  jo in t  fac ility  w ith  

the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  S ou th eas t, a n d  the fac ility  w o u ld  im p ro v e  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  bo th  the 

A laska  N a tio n a l G u ard  and  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  S o u th e a s t to  fu lfill th e ir  m iss io n s  in a 

m an n er th a t is c o s t-e ff ic ie n t fo r bo th ;

BE IT  RESOLVED th a t the A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  su p p o r ts  b u ild in g  a n ew  A laska 

N a tio n a l G u ard  A rm o ry  in  Ju n e a u  and  ca lls  o n  th e  N a tio n a l G u a rd  B u re a u  to  m ak e  th e  p ro jec t 

a  h igh p rio rity ; and  be  it

FURTHER RESOLVED that th e  A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  c a lls  on  th e  U n ited  S tates 

C o n g ress  to  m a k e  ap p ro p r ia tio n s  to  fu n d  a  n e w  a rm o ry  in  Ju n e a u , in  k e e p in g  w ith  the national 

in terest.

COPIES o f  th is  re so lu tio n  sha ll be s e n t to  th e  H o n o ra b le  D o n a ld  R u m sfe ld , U n ited  

S ta tes  S e c re ta ry  o f  D efen se ; G en e ra l E ric  K. S h in se k i, U .S . A rm y  C h ie f  o f  S ta ff; L ieu ten an t 

G en era l R u sse ll C . D av is , C h ie f, N a tio n a l G u a rd  B u reau ; M a jo r  G en e ra l R o g e r  C . S chu ltz , 

D irec to r, A rm y  N a tio n a l G uard ; and  to  th e  H o n o ra b le  T ed  S te v e n s  a n d  the H o n o ra b le  F rank  

M u rk o w sk i, U .S . S en a to rs , and  th e  H o n o rab le  D o n  Y o u n g , U .S . R e p re se n ta tiv e , m em b ers  o f  

th e  A la sk a  d e le g a tio n  in  C o n g ress .

LR 28 -2-



Paula Cadiente

From: Lindegaards [Dock3050@gci.net]
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2005 12:33 PM
To: Sen. Kim Elton
Subject: Naming the new armory here in Juneau

Dear Sena to r E lto n ,

E r ic  and I  a re  both  in  fa vo r o f honoring  C h a r le s  Gamble and Don S p e r l,  by naming the 
the N a t io n a l Gaard Armory a f t e r  ou r two Vietnam  War heroes.
Don and C h a r l ie  a re  ou r hometown boys, and gave t h e ir  l iv e s  fo r  ou r s e rv ic e ,  our freedom, 
and the embetterment o f  V ietnam . They honored t h e ir  f a m il ie s ,  and t h e ir  whole comnunity. 
We would l i k e  to  re tu rn  tha t .onor, by not fo rg e t t in g  them, and the  va lu e s  fo r  which they 
stood . P le a se  rep re se n t our w ishes to  name the  new N a t io n a l Guard Armory, the S p e r l-  
Gamble Armory.
S in c e re ly  you rs , Bunny & E r ic  L indegaard

mailto:Dock3050@gci.net


Aurora Hauke

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Arlene Crumrine [arlenec@alaska.com]
Monday, April 25, 2005 2:25 PM
Rep. Bruce Weyhrauch; Sen. Kim Elton; Rep. Beth Kerttula 
Sperl-Gamble Center

Dear Bruce, Kim and Beth:
As ch a irp e rso n  o f the Juneau-Douglas 40th c la s s  reun ion  ( th is  y e a r) , I would l i k e  to  

ask you support to  he lp  get the new N a t io n a l Guard Armory named fo r  two o f our c lassm ates 
who d ied  in  Vie\. Nam. Both o f them d ied  s h o r t ly  out o f h igh  s ch o o l. Don was in  our c la s s  
and Chuck was a good f r ie n d .  A l l  o f us who have lo s t  loved  ones, e it h e r  by war or some 
o ther sense )ess tragedy , v/ould lo ve  to  have t h e ir  names on a b u i ld in g .  (O bv ious ly  I c a n 't  
do th a t fo r  my grandson but we d id  get h is  name up by the c ro s s in g  where he was k i l l e d . )  
Again , I ask fo r  your support in  h e lp in g  us w ith  t h is  p ro je c t ,  
ihank you,
A rlene  Crum rine

1

mailto:arlenec@alaska.com


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

O ffic ia l B u s in e s s S ta te  C a p ito l  
Juneau, A K  99X01-1182

April 29, 2005

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
House State Affairs Committee

Dear Representative Seaton,

As co-sponsors o f HB 277, an act naming the Charles Gamble, Jr. -  Donald Sperl Joint 
Use Facility in Juneau, and in honor o f Vietnam Veterans Recognition Week, May I- 
May 7, 2005, we ask that you waive this b ill from your committee. We ask for this 
waiver simply to enable the legislature to pass this non-controversial legislation during a 
time when its passage can complement our recognition o f Vietnam Veterans. These 
gentlemen both died as a result of their service in Vietnam and we should honor them 
appropriately.

We thank you for your attention to our request.

Sincerely,
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i Map Contact ■— icti Q u irta n a a tttr  Toata

F T H E  U N I T E D  S I A T

>  A t o u t th e  VFW

>  N a tio n a l C o m m a n d e r a n d  O fficers

> VFW Facts
* News

> VFW P ub lica tions

> VFW Grassroots Achievements
> E-Newsletter a Update
> National Convention
> National Calendar
* VFW Public Service Ads
> State E-mail listing
> Census 2000 Veterans' Facts
> Vietnam Veterans Recognition 

Week

Vietnam Veterans Recognition Week

V F W  Posts worldwide will host V i e t n a m  Ve' irans Recognition 

W e e k  Ma»' 1-7, 2005. A n  array of activities are planned during 

the w e e k  to recognize V i e t n a m  veterans a n d  their families.

For Ideas a n d  helpful hints in organizing your event, dick on 

the links at right.

Related Links:

> V ie tn am  V ete ran  
W eek  B rochure

> V ie tnam  V eteran  
C ertif ic a te  (B lanl

> V ie tn am  V ete ran  
C ertif ic a te  (O nlir 
P e rso n a liz a tio n )

> V e te ra n s  R etu rn  
Y ears  L a ter

> V ie tnam  C e n t e r , 
A vailable O nline

> VFW Officials Vis 
o n  MIA Is su e

> Click h e re  fo r Ini 
O ra n g e

Copyright ©  2005  Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. All rights reserved. Privacy Policy

http://www.\fw.org/index.cfm?fa=news.levelc&cid=2495 4/29/2005
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V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  

R e c o g n i t i o n  W e e k ,  M a y  1 - 7

Frank Sri an—. T)wy war* Watwr— In tha ApHI 1997 I— o# VFW mag—t—

Htlp racofnto the nore than 14 
millkn ret tram who senred In the 
Vietnam War during this recornition 
week. Their senrice to our country is 
an important part of our history.

KICK-OFF:
V F W  Loyalty Day, 

Sunday May 1, 2005

V F W

•  Most ae opon house at yaw fort. Invite 

Vietnam vetrrans and their families Put 
V F W  memorabilia and awards on display. 

If your Post can't accommodate a large 
group, find a location that ran You may 

need to obtain a permit
• Hava a recognition dinner or trncJi I lost a 

Post dinner or lunch to honor Vietnam 
veterans and their families

■ Present Citations to totaraas. Present the 

citation cn (he back page of this bttxhute to 

Vietnam veterans Make topics at your local 

copy shop V F W  leaders should sign them. 
hwKe tho comnur>ty to partlcipata hi tha cor 

•morgL Slurr the experience by Inviting the 

IHjblk to Ire part of llte recognition at your 
Post Frople ycu will rtred or should con 

slder as speakers ate the Mayor and other 

elected officials, a local military leader and 
(he media

Sat up latanrtawi Irrvtir Vietnam veterans to 
belntervtrv dand video or audio tape their 

Interview for the Library o f Congtesss 
’ Veterans History Project ’ (For more Infur 

ttutlon on the Veterans History Project call 

/ 371 $818 ot (202) 7071916 Ot visit
I heir NVWisite at tnvw kxgov/lolkhfrArls.)

• Request a proclamation H a vrilr  Governor, 

mayor or selectman issue t lr  proclamation 
onp»|tr2

• Start promoting your event at least four to 

rtx weeks In advance. Follow our sample 

press release on page 2 and send a typed 

news release lo local news media and your 

local chcrrh, sc I too! or business bulletins 
In your community Two weeks before the 

recognition week, send the suggested edl 

torlal/letter to the editor of your local 
newspaper
Ask local news media to MgMgM members
contributions to the community all week.

Preparr a list of Vietnam veteran speakers to 
be interviewed by the media Use yuur Post or 
a local memorial location for the Interviews 
During the wooh. promote "VFW V.torans In 

the Classroom* activities at local schools. 

Form a panel o f veterans who served In 
Vietnam and people who ran talk about 
the homefront experience during the war 

Makr copies o f the educational Insert and 
dlstrlbuir to teachers While ai the school, 

present a U S  flag for display that will 
I to new Vietnam veterans

hem TM trocrui a awiab* on the VFW Web site *.w»»fe<yg startng fedruar* 2005 Refcste* you ta t  rxctrwry 
on lew or send 0 note to VFWs Otuenshp Iducabon Department 406 v* '4th St . Kansas Cay Mo 64111 
Otscrbf you acm-ny and pr^cde a contact name and phone number
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SPEECH
(Greeting/Salutation)
For man> long years, from February 20. 1961 to 
May 7. 1975. members o f our armed fortes 
fought on behalf o f the South Vietnamese people.

Today, we have the opportunity to not only 
pause and rellect. but to remember and honor 
the memory o f the more 58.000 men and 
women who gave so much —  the ultimate sac­
rifice fo r freedom's sake.

During VFW s Vietnam Veterans Recognition 
Week, we also need to ie.e this occasion to honor 
and remember the more than 3.403.000 military 
personnel who served in the republic o f South 
Vietnam or elsew here in Southeast Asia in sup­
port o f the U.S military operations in Vietnam.

Because o f the actions o f Vietnam veterans, the 
(lame o f freedom burns brighter today than ever 
before throughout the world. The tradition o f 
service demonstrated by those who served dur­
ing the Vietnam War provides lasting testimony 
id the indomitable and tenacious spirit that 
resides in the heart o f our Vietnam veterans.

Vietnam War veterans were everyday people 
made extraordinary by events beyond their con­
trol. They did their duty not out o f bravado or 
boldness, but out o f a sense o f duty and because 
they had a deep and abiding love fo r their coun­
try. Quite simply, they believed in the promise 
o f the American dream and the essential good­
ness o f America

Vietnam veterans fought to preserve democ­
racy and freedom, not just here in America, bui 
for all freedom-loving people around the world. 
The freedom and prosperity we enjoy today is in 
large part, guaranteed by all o f ihose who served 
so honorably In Vietnam.

All o f us need to be forever thankful to all o f 
them for their unselfish devotion and fo r their 
courageous willingness to put their life at risk.

We honor them because we appreciate what 
they have given us. Without their contributions 
the world would be a much different place ... a 
darker place. Our Vietnam veterans performed 
tire highest form  o f public service. They are one 
o f the reasons we stand apart from  the rest o f 
the world as a nation. When it all came down to 
it. they stood strorg, and when it was needed, 
they answered the challenge.

Vietnam veterans are worthy o f every praise, 
monument and memorial that we could offer. 
But the best way to honor die Vietnam veteran 
is to help diem honor the vow they made to 
ensuie tl_at every new generation o f veterans are 
appreciated and receive the dignity and respect 
they have earned: to see to it that every veteran 
receives the benefits and entitlements they 
deserve is one way o f maintaining a link to the 
thousands o f men and women who helped to 
secure so many blessings for us.

At this tim e .! would Invite all Vietnam veter­
ans in die audience to please stand o r raise your 
hand to be recognized. (Start clapping when the 
veterans rise.)

The most generous honor we could bestow to 
die Vietnam veteran is to use the many oppor­
tunities that are afforded us to rededlcate ou r­
selves to our country, to America’s veterans and 
to their families.

It is time fo r the nation to give our Vietnam 
Veterans their due and thank them fo r their 
noble efforts and achievements.
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IN UNIFORM AND IN COUNTRY
•  Vietnam Vets: 9 7% o f iltrlr generation
•  9.087.000 military personnel served on 
active duty during tlw  Vietnam era 
(Aug 5.1964 - May 7.1975)

•8.744.000 personnel were on K tfw d u ty  
during the war (Aug 5. 1964 - March 
28. 1973)

■3.403.100 (Including 514.300 offshore) 
prtsonnrl served In the Soul hem  Asia 
Theater (Vietnam Laos. Cambodia. 
Thailand and sailors In adjacent South 
China Sea waters)

•2.594.000 pervwtnrl served within die 
borders o f South Vietnam (Jan 1.1905 -  
March 28.1973)

•O f  tlie 2 6 million, between 1 and 1.6 
million (40 60%) either fought In com 
bat. provided ckrtr com I Ml support or 
were at least fairly regularly exposed to 
enemy attack 15% were In combat units 

•Another 50.000 men served In Vietnam 
1*1 ween I960 and 1961 

•7  484 women (6.250 or 83 5% were 
nurses) served In Vietnam

• Teak troop strength In Vietnam. 543 482 
(April 30 1969)

CASUALTIES
• I  lost lie deaths 47.418 
•N o n  hostile deaths 10.811 
•Total 58.229 (includes men formerly 
classified as M IA  and Afaiagur/ casual 
lies) Men who have subsequently died of 
wounds account for tlie changing total

• 8 nurses died -  Iw a sK IA
• Stairird men killed 17.539
• 61% of the men killed were 21 years old 
or younger

• Highest state death rale Wrst Virginia 
84 I per 100.000 males (national average 
In 1970 58 9)

•NAbunded: 303.704 —  153.329 hospital

lard ♦  150.375 Injured who inquired no 
hospital care 

•Severely disabled 75.00C — 23.214 
100% disabled; 5,283 lost limbs; 1 081 
sustained multiple am put# m >ns 

•Amputation or crippling wounds In Die 
lower extremities were 300 ' (Uglier ilwin 
In WWI1 and 70% lughr < wn In Korea 
Multiple amputaikms ocr u> red at the rate 
of 18 4% compared in 5 7*S In WWH.

• Missing in Action 2.33't (at war's end) 
•Prisoners o f War 7* (114 died In
captivity)

DRAFTEES VS.'  LUNTHRS
•  25% (G48.S9CJ o f » >1 fo rm  In country 

weredia ftm  (66 j f U 5  armed lorces 
mt .nbers In W V  w t e drafted )

•Drafl.es actor I  fr< 30 4% (17,7n 
of combat deah .n V letnam 

•Krservlsts killed 97 7.
• National Guard 1 If J  served; 22 KIA

RACE AND ETMNii BACKGROUND
• 88 4% of the mer *1 o actually served In 
Vietnam were Cat dan (Inc ludes Hisp 
anics) 106% (27 J00) wnr black. 1% 
l«el» »nged to otfv • ices

•86 3% of ttir men *ho  died In Vietnam 
were Caucasian. 12.5% (7.241) were 
black. I 2% belonged lo other racr* 

•170.000 Hlspanus served In Vietnam; 
3,070 (5 2% of total) died there 

•86 8% of the men who wr*r killed as a 
rrsuh of hostile action wr.e Caucasian. 
12 1% (5.711) were black. 1.1% belonged 
toother races 

•14 6% (1.530) o f non combat deaths 
weie among hbeks

•  34% of blacks who enlisted volunteerrd 
foi the combat arms

•Overall biicfcs suffered 12 5% of tll4 
deaths In Vietnam at a time wlien the

perceniage of bla«ks of military age was 
13.5% of the total population 

•Religion o f dead: Protestant —  64 4%. 
Catholic —  28 9%; other/none — 6 7%

SOCIO ECONOMIC STATUS
• 76%. of die men sent lo Vietnam were from 
lower middle/working class backgrounds

• Three-fourths lud family Incomes above 
the pov» i ty level. 50% were from middle 
Income backgrounds

•Some 23% of Vietnam vets had fat I ten 
with professional, managrrlalor technical 
occupations

•  79% of the men who served In Vietnam 
had a high school education or better 
when Ihey entered ihe military servlcr 
(63% of Korean War vets and only 45% 
of W W II vels had completed high sc hool 
upon separation)

WINNING A LOSING
•  *42% of veterans who saw heavy combat 
strongly believe the war was lost because 
of lack of political will.

• Nearly 75% of the general public agrees 
dial It was a failure of political will 
not o f arms

AGE A HONORABLE SERVICE
•Average age o f the Vietnam War G ! 19 

(26 for WW1I)
•  97% o f Vietnam era veterans were 

honor ably disc hat ged

PRfOE IN SERVICE
•91%  of actual Vietnam W ir veterans and 

90% of those who saw heavy combat are 
proud to have served their country 

•66%  o f Vietnam vets say they would serve 
again If called upon (polled in the 198%) 

♦87% of the public now holds Vletram 
veterans In high esteem.

Compiled by V F W  magazine. Please copy and distribute to educators. 

www vfw.org

V i e t n a m

W a r r i o r s
A Statistical Profile

Confusiot i reigns when t( comes lo numbers 
and th e ' etnam War. LlstcJ below are some 
figures (hat may help sort out fact from fiction 
In many media reports concerning veterans.



from  (hr pages o f V'FW'maga/uw

V i e t n a m  V e t s  

i n  t h e  P u b l i c  E y e
Successful In Every Field
Some 3A million Americans seivrd In the Vietnam War. Many o f litem tam e  hom e to  make exrepllona! 
con” , bottom  In th»lc d tosen  professions Proftktl here are Just a few o f tlie Vietnam veterans who are perhaps 
better known to the general public But they are Just a sampling o f the tens o f thousands of the war s vets w ho have 
made an outstanding difference In their com m unities Despite the negative stereotype per|>etuated by the media 
and Hollywood for decades. Vietnam vets liave always played a positive role In the cevelopm ent o f their nation

cotta l. eowtu
<1937 ) b Harlem. N Y 

Secretary of Scale

Secretary of Stale it tice Jan 20. 
2001. CoHn F\,well t« credited with 
energizing thr morale of thai 
Carnet depart mere and adv ant 
liiH U.S Imprests abroad As < hair 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
( IN I  1993). hr Mas regarded as

Ihe most pm m fu l and popular 
ever He also was iMttOMl security 
adviser (1987 89) and was chak 
man o f (he National Security 
Council's policy review group 

During his first tour In 
Vietnam. fYrwrll was an adviser to 
the 2nd R n . 3rd Inf Regt. 1st 
A R V N  D fv . and later assistant 
adviser on I he division operations 
staff from  July 196810 July 1969 
he was executive officer of ihe 3rd 
B n . 1st In f. l l t h  Inf Bde 
Amerlcal Dfv.. based at IX *  Pho 
Later he served on the division 
operations and planning staff at 
headquarters In Chu Lai 

Powell also chaired Anrrrtcat 
Promise— The Alliance for Youth, 
dedicated (o menturlug dlsadvan 
laged youth, from I9J7 2000

FREDERICK W SMITH
(1944 ) b  Marks. Miss 

Businessman

Founder of FWleral Express. Fred 
Smith runs Ihe wot Ids largest 
express transportation and logls 
lies company Beginning In 1971. 
II now operates In 215 countries 
and has $?6 billion in sales Me 
was essentially the creator of

overnight deliver>
Smiths first tour (March 1967 

|  April 1968) Ip Vietnam was with 
* companies I. I. and K of the 3rd 

Bn., 5th Marlon. 1st Marine Dfv . 
as a rifle and mortar platoon 
leader and K C o s  commander 
Returning lo Vietnam In October 
1968. he flew 200 missions with 
M a r l*  OtwervatJon Squadron 2. 
based at Mar file Mountain, until 
July 1969 He earned a Sliver Star, 
two Purple Hearn and a Navy 
Commendation Mrrlal for valor 

He I us been actively Involved 
with the W W II Memorial (co 
chairman) and Vietnam Wtrrans 
Memorial Hr alv» Is a member o f 
the C ATO  Institute Smith was 
named CEO  of llir vrar try Chief Exrcvilyr magazine In 2004

■ V i
WAiHR M ANDERSON

(1944 ) b M l Vernon N Y  
Publisher/EdMot

Liulrman. CEO and publisher of 
Parade since 200) l«r was editor of 
tlie world's laigesi circulation mag 
a/lnt n"t mlliion) for 20 years 
Thrc .tout his tareer. he has 
helped uerr the popular Sunday 
publication to pltrnomenal edtto 
rial and advert ising success.

Anderson arrived In Vietnam In

M . i l l  1965 Stationed around 
|  Da Nang he was a sergeant wll ha 

Radio Relay and Construction 
Tram assigned to Marine Air 
Group 26 His unit established 
communications at Chu Lai He 
returned home that Decemlrrr 
"What I am today Is a result of 
ihe Marine Corps’ he once said 

An award winning journalist, 
he is highly respected In his fsrki 
He Is the author o f four books 
Under his direction. Parade pub 
11shed many articles about and fry 
Vietnam vets Anderson worked 
with the New York Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program 
from 1984 89. which focused on 
employment 

A  champion of literacy, he Is a 
spokesman for general educa 
tlona! development, as well as an 
accomplished public ipeakrr

I CRAKj VENTER
(1945 ) b Salt Lake City. Utah 

Scientist (Biochemist)

For his pioneering work as a ‘gene 
rrupprr * J Craig Vmier Is credited 
with ’jump starting a biological 
revolution * Time named him run 
net up for ‘ Man o f the Year* for 
helping crack the human genrtlr 
code-one of thr most Important 
vientlfk milestones of Ihe century 

A  scientific dynamo. Witter lias

founded four research Institutes 
and one foundation since 1992 
Their sc»|w of resratch Includes 
human genome majrpmg, blolog 
leal rrtergy alternatives pharma 
ceutlcal development and possible 
cures for cancrr He Is currently 
focusing his research on discover 
Ing nrw species of marine life by 
sampling water from every ocean 
In the world

Vmier served In the Navy from 
1965 68 He was a medical oKps 
man stationed at the U S  Navy 
hospital In Da Nang from July 
1967 to August 1968 

One o f the most cited scientists 
In biology and medicine. Wnter 
has authored some 222 research 
at dries He Is a prominent mem 
brr of several scientific societies 
and fils work has garnered many 
prestigious scientific awards

JAMES V. KJMSEY
(193' ) b Washington D C  

Businessman A  Philanthropist

A  corporate trailbUm who helped 
shape technological trench. James 
Klmsev founded America Online, 
tlie wealds rnosi wklrfy accessed 
online service Tc-day. he b  cfialr 
man emrrltus. as well as chair 
man o f Klrmey Foundation, a

philanthropic Institution devoted 
to assisting disadvantaged youth 
In Washington. D C  

Kirmey was a company com 
mandet In the 82nd Airborne 
Dtvtsfon in the Dominican Rep 
ubllc in 1965 From 1965 66 while 
stationed near Due Pho In Vlel 
nr**. he led a dbtrtct advisory 
taam and constructed and ran an 
orphanage On hts second tour. 
1968 69. hr was assistant to Ihe 
commanding general o f  special 
operations at M AC V . where hr 
nvecww projects In tlie fielu 

On die bo*ih  of 54 non profit 
groups. Klmsr, a ho annually don 
atrs millions of dollars to many 
charitable causes He is co chair 
man of tlie Vietnam Vrterans Mem 
orlal Funds Corporate Council

jacks**™
(1945 2004) b Pferls, France 

Journalist 8 Media Consultant

Until hts death, former national 
AB C  News correspondent Jack 
Smith ran a consulting firm that 
advised Intern^ companies on 
how to rummunlcate with clients 
and the public During his 25 
years (1976 2001) at ABC. he won

|  notoriety. esperiaBy as a te« hxsolo 
i Kf reporter

I Arliving In Vietnam In Sep* 
ember 1965 with the 1st Cavalry 
Division at An  Khe. Smith served 
• M l C C o .  2nd Bn.. 3rd B d t . Jth 
Cav Rrgt as a rifleman He was 
severely wounded at Landing 
Zone Alliany during the Battle of 
la Drang Valley that November 
earning a Brotur Star He left 
Vietnam In August 1966 

Smith had hosted shows on The 
Discovery Channel, AfbE Blog 
raphy and The I earning Channel, 
including a in  part series on 
Vietnam In 1997 98 He was 
Instrumental In promoting the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial In Its 
early stages, as well as other vrter 
ans causes

JAMES M WEBB, IR
(1946 ) b  St Joseph. Mo 

Wilier

Characterized as ‘one of tlie four 
or five nunt important writers In 
Ihls country * Jim Wrbb lus wilt 
ten seven books His Fust. Fields ol 
File (1978). sold I million O ip lB

He also ts a nmtrltiutlng editor to 
Parade and a fieqtient conti ibutor 
to the Wall Street Juurnsl'i edltorl 
alnage He won an Emmy for c w  
et ing lire MaiInes In Brlrut 

A platoon leader and then com 
mander of D  C o . 1st Bn. 5th 
Marines. 1st Marine D fv. VWbb 
f<night In ihe An  Hoa Basin lioni 
March 1969 to February 1970 Hr 
earned die Navy Cross. S lim  Star, 
two Bronze Stars (for valor) and 
two Put pie Hearts 

VWbb served as Navy secretary 
(1987 88) as well as assistant sec 
retary of Defense for Reserve 
Affairs (1994-87). Heakowasthe 
first Vietnam vet House Veter arts 
Affairs Committee counsel

DENNIS FRANZ fSCNLACMTA)
(1944 ) b Maywood III 

Actor

Known best fot his role as 
Drtecilvr Andy Slpowlcz In lire 
police dtama NYPD Blue Dennis 
Franz has been In sis othrr T V  
series and several T V  movies. Since 
1978 fre has acted In 17 films He

won four Emmy wards for best 
artor on NYPD Rhr. which has 
feaiuml Vlefrwm veteran rttarac 
trrs

A  member of recon platoons In 
D  and E Cos 1st Bn 505th In f . 
3rd B de . 82nd Abn Div arxl 
HH C  and E Co  1st Bn.. 506th 
In i . 101U Abn Dlv . Franz fought 
In Vietnam from May 1969 to 
April 1970

A  ‘genuine Hollywood rarity* 
Franz )»as won Screen Actors Gulkl 
and Golden Globe awards for his 
acting He recefvrd V F W s  Hall of 
Fame Award In 1998 for serving as 
national riutrman ol (Ire National 
Salute to Hospitalized Vrterans In 
1999. hr was honored with a star 
on Hollywood s Walk o f Fame

ROCKY BtfiER
(1946 ) b Appleton. Wls 

Football Player A 
Motivational Speaker

President of Rocky Bleler. Inc . of 
Pittsburgh. Rocky Bleler today 
makes motivational speeches to 
organizations, corporations and 
universities As a Pittsburgh Steel

ers running back (1970 80). fre 
was one o f the team’s leading 
ground gainers and played In four 
Super Bowb 

Bleler served as a rifleman with 
1st Pit C  Co  4th Bn 31st Inf 
196th light Inf Bde. Amrrkai 
Dfv.. from May to Aug 20. 1969 
when he was wounded In both 
legs In the lliep Due Valley He 
battled for two yean to overcome 
his wounds 

He Is active on behalf of charit 
able groups such as tlie National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society and 
International Special Olympics 
And he Is a nrernber o f the 
Vietnam Vrterant Memorial Nat 
!orul Sponsoring Commuter 

w w w  efw.otf>

VIC SNYDER
(>946 ) b Medford. Ore 

Congressman and Physician

Doctor lawyer and public ser 
vant. Vic Snyder currently serves 
Arkansas In the House o f 
Representatives. He sits on the 
National Security and Veter am

j  Affairs committees VA  medical 
t care is a primary focus: elderly 

health needs. Social Security and 
education a e top priorities, too 

Srfydrr served in Vietnam as an 
administrative clerk w ith H O  
Co.. 1st Marine Dfv . In Da Nang 
and An Hoa from March 1968 to 
April 1969 Ik  earned the Navy 
Achievement Medal for treating a 
wounded Marine under fire 

Training at VA froipttab. Snyder 
later worked Ir. emergency rooms 
and as a family doctor In central 
Atkansas for 15 years He also 
participated in humanitarian mrd 
leal missions lo Thailand. Hond 
uras, Sierra Leone and Sudan 
wfiere fre cared for war refugees



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Member
Labor and Commerce Committee 
State Affairs Committee 
Eton Dev. Inl’l Trade & Tourism 
Education Committee 
Joint Armed Services Committee

Finance Subcommittees
Labor and Workforce Development 
Community and Economic Development 
Military and Veterans' Affairs

Chair
Military and Veterans Affairs Committee

A Communication From
REPR1 SENTATIVE BOB LYNN 

C h airm an
H ouse M ilitary  and  V eterans’ A ffairs C om m ittee

Session:
Alaska State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone:(907)465-4931 
Fax: (907) 465-4316 

Toll Fmc (800)870-4391

Interim:
716 W. 4* Ave., #350 

Anchorage. AK 99501-2133

Phone. (907) 269-0205 
Fax: (907) 269-0207

Rrpreifnuuve,B< h.Lyno<#kgt& tu ic ak.us

To A ll Concerned:

We the undersigned members o f the House M ilitary and Veterans’ Affairs Committee request 
that HB 2 7 j? ^  granted a Committee Waiver out o f the M ilitary and Veterans’ Affairs 
Commits

M M
Date 

Date/ ’

Representative Leslie McGuire 

Representative Max Grueorarg

u  0  vl

Date

Date

Representative Sharon Cissna Date



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

State Capitol. Room 102 345 W. Sterling Highway
Juneau. AK 99802 Suite 102B
Phone: 465-2689 Homer. AK 99603
Fax: 465-3472 Phone: 235-2S21
Toll Free (800) 665-2689 Fax: 235-4008
Rcprcscntalivc_Paul_Scaton@icgis.statc.ak.us

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Paul Seaton
District 35

To A ll Concerned:

We the undersigned member o f the House State Affairs Committee request that HB 277 be 
granted a Committee Waiver out o f the House State Affairs Committee.

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair Date

Representative Carl Gatto, Vice Chair Date

Representative Jim Elkins Date

Representative Bob Lynn Date

Representative Jay Ramras Date

Representative Berta Gardner Date

Representative Max Gruenbcrg Date

mailto:Rcprcscntalivc_Paul_Scaton@icgis.statc.ak.us



