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HOUSE BILL NO.

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - HRST SESSION
BY REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELS

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to a 90-day regular session of the legislature.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* section 1. AS 24.05.150 Icamended |y adding a new subsection to read:
(b) The legislature shall adjoum from a regular session within 90 consecutive
calendar ¢Yys, including the day the legislature first convenes in that regular session.
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB22

() PuLI'nh Date

Dept Affected: Legislature
Title Proposing an amendment to the BRU Leg Council Leg Operating Budget
Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to the duration..... Component All
Sponsor "Representatives Samuels, Rokeberg ®
Requester House State Affairs Component No. 782
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 0.0 (5160) (516.0) (516.0) (516.0) (516.0)
Travel 0.0 (270.0) (270.0) (270.0) (270.0) (270.0)
Contractual 0.0 - (2120 (210)
Supplies 0.0 (210 (21.0) (210) (210) (210)
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 00 (828.0) (828.0) (828.0) (828.0) (828.0)

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 00 00 0.0 00 00| 00
CHANGE INREVENUES ( ) 00 00j 0.0 0.0 | 00| 00|

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match
1004 GF 00 (828.0) (828.0) (828.0) (828.0) (828.0)

1005 GF/Program Receipts
103/ GF/Mentai Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 (828.0) (828.0) (828.0) (828.0) (828.0)

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost:
Check this box (X) If unding for this bill is Included In the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

HB22 would limit the regular session to 90 days. Ifthis Legislation becomes law, the 1st session of the
25th Legislature would convene for 90 days. The Legislature would realize a cost savings of
approximately $27.8 per day for each day of a shorter session. Shortening the session by 30 days would
result in a cost savings of, 30 times $27.6, or $828.0 per year.

The Legislature traditionally charges expenses occurring during session to session expense accounts and
expenses occurring during the interim to interim expense accounts. For example: Most legislative staff
payroll costs are charged to operating expense accounts during the interim. S*aff salaries for most
legislative staffers are charged to session during the session. The Legislature s payroll is higher

Prepared by: Karla Schofield. Deputy Director Phone 465-3852
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 4/27/05 2:48 PM
Approved by: Pamela A Vami, Executive Director Date 4/27/2005
Agency Legislative Affairs Agency

(Revised 9/700t OMB) Page 10f 2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB22
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

during a legislative session. Ifthe regular session were shortened to 90 days, the session payroll would
decrease and the interim payroll would increase. There would be a decrease in the total amount of the
payroll due to the higher cost of personal services during a session. The majority of the personal services
costs would be a transfer of costs between allocations.

The costs below are for items not needed for a shorter session.

times
Per Day 30days Total
Personal Services 17.2 30 516.9
Travel
Session per diem costs 10.0 9.0 30 270.0
per day. Ifsession were shortened
more long term per diem claims
would be filed during the year,
approximately 1.G per day
10.0-1.0 =9.0
Contractual
Telephones, chaplin fees, 0.7 30 21.0
copier maintenance
Supplies 0.7 30 21.0
Loungo supplies
Printshop paper supplies
27.6 828.0

Current number of session days 120
Proposed number of session d ay s tw
30

Page 2 of.?



Representative Ralph Samuels

HOUSE DISTRICT 29

HB 22
Sponsor Statement

“An Act relating to a 90-day regular session of the legislature."

By Representatives Samuels and Kokcherg

House Bill 22 would amend Alaska statutes to limit regular legislative session to 90

consecutive days.

90 days is more than enough time for the Legislature to complete its business. In an era of decreasing
budgets, reducing the session by thirty days would save state funds. Shorter sessions would: (1)save
almost Si million in per diem and staffing costs; (2) aid in candidate recruitment; (3) and focus the
public attention. Other states can do their work in 90 days or less — Alaska should be able to
accomplish this also. Fourteen other states have legislative session of 90 days or less.

Another benefit of shorter sessions is that Alaskans want citizen-legislators. Legislators should be
able to carry on a livelihood outside of legislative work. Shorter sessions would encourage a larger
number of people to run for office and ./ill be able to make a living at their everyday jobs.

Prior to 1984. the Legislature had no time limit on the number of days it could remain in session. The
voters approved the present 120-day limit on Novembers. 1984. Since that time, it has been amply
proven that the Alaska Legislature can operate within a time limit. It is now time to shorten that
session limit so that the business of the people can be addressed in a reasonable manner within a

reasonahle time liir.it.

Your positive consideration of this measure would be appreciated.

Email: Representative,Ralph .Snmucls@ legis.state.ak.iis
Session: Alaska State Capitol,Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 « Phone: (907) 465-2095 Fax: (907) 465-3810
Interim: 716 W. 4th Avc., Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 « Phone: (907) 269-0240 rax: (907) 269-0242


mailto:Snmucls@legis.state.ak.iis
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Leg:slative Sessions

Annual v. Biennial

In the early 1960s, only 19 state legislatures met annually. The remaining 31 held biennial regular
sessions. All but three (Kentucky, Mississippi and Virginia) held their biennial session in the
odd-numbered year. Ten of the 19 states with annual sessions limited the "off-year" to consideration of

budgetary and fiscal matters.

By the mid-1970s, the number of states meeting annually grew tremendously-up from 19 to 41.
However, several of these states used a "flexible" session format in which the total days of session time
was divided between two years; these states included Minnesota, North Carolina, Tennessee and

Vermont.

Today, 44 state legislatures meet annually. The remaining six states-Arkansas, Montana, Nevada, North
Dakota, Oregon and Texas-hold session every other year. All of the biennial legislatures hold their
regular sessions in the odd year. Six states have limited scope sessions-that is, where one year of the
biennium is limited to consideration of specific types of legislation. The states with limited scope
sessions are Connecticut, Louisiana, Maine, New Mexico, North Carolina and Wyoming.

Kentucky, New Hampshire and Washington were the last states to change from biennial to annual
regular sessions; these states held their first annual sessions in 2001, 1985 and 1981, respectively.

There are several Dasic arguments used by the respective proponents of annual or biennial sessions.
Listed below are the ones set out by political scientists, William Keefe and Morris Ogul.

3/6/2003 11:48 AM
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State

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois
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Limits on Session Length

1962-63 1972-73
None None
63 C None
(indirect)
Odd-120C None
Even-30 C
160 C within None
biennium
(indirect)
Odd-Wed after
j 1st Mon in June
Even-Wed after
1st Mon in May
0dd-90 L June 30
Even-30 L
[P H § jg 60 C
0dd-45 C 0dd-45 L
Even-40 C Even-40 L
0dd-60 C 60 L
Even-30 C
(indirect)
None

1982-83

30Lin 105C

None

Sat of week in

which 100th C
falls
(chamber rule)

None

Odd-None
Even-140 C

Odd-Wed after 1st

Mon in June

Even-Wed after
1st Mon in May

June 30

60 C

40 L

60 L

None

None

N*

Nov 2001

30Lin 105 C
(by statute)

120C

Sat of week in

which 100th C
falls
(chamber rule)

Even-Nov 30
(constitution)

Odd-Sept 12
Even-Aug 31

(chamber rule)

120 C

Mon in June

Odd-Wed after 1st

Even- Wed after

1st Mon in May

June 30

60 C

40 L

60 L

None

None

3/6/2003 11:48 AM
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Indiana Odd-61 Lor O0dd-61 L ot April Odd-Apr 29
April 30 30 Even-Mar 14
Even-30Lor Even-30 L or (by statute)
March 15 March 15
low a None (indirect) Odd-110C
Even-100C
(indirect)
Kansas 0Odd-90 L 0dd-90 C Odd-None Odd-None
Even-30 C Even-60 C Even-90 C Even-90 C
(indirect) (indirect)
Kentucky Odd: 30 L or Mar
30
Even:60 L or Apr
15
Louisiana 0dd-30 C 60 L in 85 C Odd-60 L in 85 C
Even-60 C
Even-30 L in 45
C
Maine Odd-100L 0dd-3rd Wed in
Even-50 L June
Even-3rd Wed in
Apr
(by statute)
Maryland 90 C 90 C
M assachusetts None None None Formal sessions:
0dd-S"1Wed in
November
Even-July 31
Informal sessions:
None
(by chamber rule)
None None

120 L total within 120 L total within

biennium or 1st biennium or 1st

Mon after 3rd Sat
in May each year

Mon after 3rd Sat
in May each year

40f6 3/6/2003 11:48 AW
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90 Cexceptyear 90Cexceptyear 90 C except year

after after gubernatorial after
gubernatorial election, then 125 gubernatorial
election, then C election, then 125
125C C
0L

(indirect)

3/6/2003 11:48
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Key:
C = calendar day
L = legislative day

No highlight = annual session
Turquoise highlight = biennial session
Gray highlight = "flexible" session format

Fol mere information:

Contact Brenda Erickson at brenda.erickson@ncsl.org or (303) 830-2200.

Ay ofNovember 2001
National Conference of State Legislatures Denver Office: Washington Office:
INFO@NCSL.ORG (autorespor.se directory) 7700 East First Place 444 North Capitol Street NW, Suite 515
Denver, CO 80230 Washington, D.C. 20001
Tel: 303-364-7700 Tel: 202-624-5400
Fax: 303-364-7800 Fax:202-737-1069

3/6/2003 11:4* A
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For Annual Sessions

1. The biennial format is unsuitable for dealing
with the complex and continuing problems which
confront today's legislatures. The responsibilities
of a legisl ature have become so burdensome that
they can no longer be discharged on an
alie.nate-year basis.

2. More frequent meetings may serve to raise the
status of the legislature, thereby helping to check
the flow of power m the executive branch.

3. Continuing legislative oversight of the
administration becomes more feasible with
annual sessions, and that administrative
accountability for the execution of legislative
policies is more easily -nforced.

4. States may respond more rapidiy to new federal
laws which require state participation.

5. The legislature cannot operate effectively in
fits and starts. Annual sessions may help make
the policy-making process more timely and

orderly

6. Annual sessions would serve to diminish the
need for special sessions.

Session Length
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For Biennial Sessions

1. There are enough laws. Biennial sessions
constitute a safeguard against precipitate and
unseemly legislative action.

2. Yearly meetings of the legislature will
contribute to legislative harassment of the
adminis' -atnn and its agencies.

3. The interval between sessions may be put to
good advantage by individual legislators and
interim study commissions, since there is never
sufficient time during a session to study
proposed legislation.

4. The biennial system affords legislators more
time to renew relations with constituents, to
mend political fences and to campaign for
reelection.

5. Annua] sessions inevitably lead to a spiraling
of legislative costs, for the legislators and other
assembly personnel are brought together twice
as often.

In the early 1960s, 17 states did not place restrictions on the length of their legislative sessions. In

another 10 states, the limits were indirect-being set by restrictions on legislator compensation, per diem
or travel reimbursements. Several states increased fheir session length. These were Colorado (from 120
to 160); Georgia (from 80 to 85); Kansas (from 90 to 120); Minnesota (from 90 to 120); and South

Dakota (from 60 to 75).

Throughout the 1970s, 1980s and early 1990s, session limitations were becoming more defined. Fewer
states had unrestricted sessions, and the number of states with indirect session limits had fallen.

Currently, only 12 states do not place a limit on the length of regular session. The remaining 38 set
limits through a variety of ways. Constitutional provisions establish the limits in 28 states. Indirect
limits on legislator compensation, per diem or mileage reimbursement are in effect in 3 states. Statutory
provisions set the restrictions in 4, and another 3 use chamber rules.

20f6 3/6/2003 11;48AM



Legislative Research Services

Alaska State Le_?islature State Capitol
Legislative Affai sAgencsy _ Juneau, AK 99801
Division of Legal and Research Services Phene:g 7-485-3991

Fax: 907-4C5-3908

March 25, 2003

Memorandum
TO: Representative

FROM: Patricia Young
Manager

RE: Session Length and Bills Passed

You asked for information on session length and the nhumber of bil|s assed,during various Legislatures. We
include, as Attachment A, pertinent pages from the Summary ofA asrf<a Leglslatmn 2002 showing information
on legislative sessions since statehood, as well as pages showing the numbers of hills introduced in each
chamber and the number that became law during each Legis'ature.

For each Legislature, the Lagislative Affairs Agency also publishes a Final Status of Bills and RGSO|UtI0nS,
and these contain a statistical summary of measures before the House and a similar summary for measures
before the Senate. As Attachment B, we include information on the number of bills and resolutions passed by
both chambers from 1979 through 1992. This information was taken from the various editions of the FIna
Status of Bills and Resolutions. Please note that because of the way legislation was tabulated in prior years,
the numbers may be somewhat high. In some instances, a bill may have passed one chamber in a different
form than it passed the other chamber and no concurrence or rescission occurred. Whiie such legislation is
counted as having passed both bodies, it did not pass in the same form and, thus, couio not become lavi.

Wo also include, as Attachment C, a copy of a research report showing the number of bills passed duiing the
final two weeks of session in 1985-87. This report, and supplemental information, is 88.113.

| hope this is helpful. Please let us know if you have questions or need additional information.



LEGISLATURE

Twelfth

Thirteenth

Fourteenth
(Firs' legislature
ir,dar 120-day

i session than

.ifteenth

Sixteenth

Seventeenth

Eighteenth

Nineteenth

Twentieth

Twenty-first

YEAR

1961(4)
1982

1963
1964

1961
1986

1987(4)
1988

1989
1990(4)

1991
1992(4)

1993
19THA)

1995
1998(4)

1997
1998(41

1999(4)
2000(4)

SPEAKER

J. Duncan
J. Duncan

J. Hayes
J. Hayes

B. Grussendorf
mB. orussendori

B. Grussendorf
B. Grussendorf

3. Cotlan
S. Cotton

O. Grussendorf
B. Grussendorf

R. Bernes
R. Barnes

G. Phillips
G. Phillips

G. Phillips
G Phillips

B. Porter
B. Porter

1

SESSION  DAYSNOTIN

LENGTH!])
165
143

161
152

110
120

123)

122(3)
122(3)

12203)

119
il

ival
115

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
SESSION LENGTH AND PERCENTAGE OF DAYS WITH FLOOR SESSIONS, 1081-2000

HOUSE

SESSIONS)
45
54

BE B

88 ¥& H#g ¥ &8 &g

B3

PERCENTAGE OF
DAYSM SESSION

68%

64%

5%

58%

61%

67%

57%

5%

5%

56%

PRESIDENT

J.Kerttula
J. Ksrituls

J.Kerttula
J.Kerttula

D. Bennett
D. Bennett

J. Fairs
J. Falks

T. Kelly
T. Kewy

R. Bliason
R Eliason

R. Halford
R Halford

D. Pearce
D. Pearce

e IvillR
M Miler

D. Pearce
D. Pearce

(D)Session lengths as published in 'Summary oi Alaska legislation," Legislative Affairs Agency, Alaska State Legislature.

Ezglnk>rrml'on obtained from Alaska State Legislature’s printed House and Senate Journals, and Legislative Affairs Agency Folioviews Database.
3)House cdfoumed after midnight on the 121st day.

(4)Legteialu’e went Info special session.

Prepared by Legislative Research Services, March 2001 (01-179).

SESSION
LENGTHO)

164
144

R RR BR BRE ER

-~
«w

EH
=
©

SENATE
DAYSNOT M
SESSIONI™)

46
36

46
46

33
33

33
36

33
33

38
35

PERCENTAGE OF
DAYS IN SESSION

3%

1%

73%

72%

A%

55%

60%

00%

65%

69%



LEGISLAIW E SESSIONS SINCE STATEHOOD

Legislature/Session
ANumoerof Days

1ST LEGISLATURE: 1959-1960
1st Session -81 days
2nd Session -65 days

2ND LEGISLATURE. '961 -1862
1st Session -74 dayv
2nd Session -81 days

3RD LEGISLATURE: 1963-1964
1st Session «76 days
2nd Session -85 days*
1st Special Session -3 days
eFormal recess, 40 days

4TH LEGISLATURE: 1965-1966
Lst Session-75 days
2nd Session -84 days

5TH LEGISLATURE: 1967-1968
] Ist Session -77 days
§ 1st Special Session -6 days
I 2nd Session -s6 days
s TH LEGISLATURE: 1969-1970
| 1st Session -95 days
2nd Session -147 days
7TH LEGISLATURE: 1971 -1972
1st Session - 121 days
2nd Session -161 days

s TH LEGISLATURE: 1973 «1974

1st Session -90 days
1st Special Session -27 days
2nd Session -96 days
2nd Special Session -4 days

| 9TH LEGISLATURE: 1975-1976

| 1stSession-139 days
2nd Session 142 days

10TH LEGISLATURE: 1977-1978
1st Session -141 days
j  2nd Session -161 days

11TH LEGISLATURE: 1979 -1930
1st Session -112 days
1st Special Session -3 days
2nd Session -145 days
2nd Special Session 3 days

12TH LEGISLATURE: 1981 - 1982
1st Session -165 days
] 1stSpecial Session -3 days
| 2nd Session -144 days

13TH LEGISLATURE: 1983 - 19A4
1st Session - 162 days
2nd Session -152 days

Sent to you by

Day/Date

Convened

Mo 1/26/59
Mo 1/25/60

Mol/23/61
Mol/22/62

Mo 1/28/63
Mo 1/27/64
Mo 8/31/64

Mo 1/25/65
Mo 1/24/66

Mo 1/23/67
Fr 9/29/67
Mo 1/22/68

Mo 1/27/69
Mo 1/12/70

Mol/11/71
Mo 1/10/72

Mo 1/8/73
We 10/17/73
Mo 1/21/74
Mo 6/17/74

Mo 1/20/75
Mo 1/12/76

Mo 1/10/77
Mo 1/9/78

Mo 1/15/79
Mo 8/6/79

Mo 1/14/80
Mo 9/22/30

Mo 1/12/81
Mo 7/13/81
Mo 1/11/82

Mo 1/17/83
Mo 1/9/84

LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH

SERVICES

Terry Miller LOB. Room 305
475 3991 (phone) 485-3908 (fax)

Day/Date
Adjotmsd

Tu 4/16/59
Tu 3/29/60

Th 4/6/61
Th 4/12/62

Sa 4/13/63
Sa 5/30/64
We 9/2/84

Fr 4/9/65
Su 4/17/66

Su 4/9/67
We 10/4/67
Tu 4/18/68

Th 5/1/69
Su 6/7/70

Tu 5/11/71
To 6/13/72

Sa 4/1/73
Mo 11/12/73
Fr4/21/74
Th C/20/74

Sa 8/1/75
Tu 6/1/76

Mo 5/30/77
Su 6/18/78

Su 5/6/79
We 8/8/79
Fr 6/6/80
We 9/24/80

Th 6/25/81
We 7/15/81
We 6/3/82

Mo 6/27/83
Fr 6/8/84

S

Adjournment Time

SENATE HOUSE
9:50pm 9:45pm
12.00pM 1200M
201dMm 2 20dMm
1224M 1.10dM
10.48am 10:45am
t.00am 100dMm
11i12aMm 11:08am
4:32am 4:35am
1:14am 1:28am
11:35am 11:32am
2:37am 2:35am
8:05am g 00dM
4:18am 4:30am
3:33am 3:51am
3:23am 3:26am
12:50am 12:59am
5:45pm 5:50pm
4:35pm 4:35pm
g 21PM 8:25pm
6:17pm 6112PM
2:30am 2:43am
8:19am 8:14am
10:41am 12:33pm
9:32pm 11:36pm
12:15pm 3:00pm
2:16pm 7:26pm (8/7)
8:43pm (6/5) 1o01dMm
9:38am 2:55am (9/23)

7:06pm (6/24)
6:11pm (7/14)
5:35pm

9:39am
| 4:38pm

:2:23am
1:32am
7:23am (6/2)

9:28pm (6'26)
4:05pm



LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS SINCE STATEHOOD
Adjournment Tima

Legislature/Session
& Number of Days

14TH LEGISLATURE: 1985-1986
1stSession-119 days
| 1Ist Special Session -30 days*
2nd Session -120 days

Day/Data
Convened

Mo 1/14/85
Mo 7/15/65
Mo 1/13/86

Day/Date
Adjourned

Su 5/12/85
Tu 8/13/85

Mo 5/12/88

SENATE

9:42pm

11:54pm

HOUSE

10:52pm
11:59pm

*The First Special Session of the Fourteenth Legislature (considering the question of impeachment of Governor
Sheffield) adjourned In 30 days under Article II, Section 9, Constitution of the State of Alaska.

15TH LEGISLATURE: 1987-1986
IstSession -122 days'™
| Ist Special Session 3 days
| 2nd Session -121 days

f ” The First Session of the Fifteenth Legisiature was extended by a proclamation by the Governor.

e 11:59pm

16TH LEGISLATURE: 1989-1990
1st Session -121 days
1 2nd Session -122 days
1st Special Session «14 days

| 17TH LEGISLATURE: 1991 -1992
1st Session -122 days

| 2nd Session- 122days

H st Special Session -4 days

K 2nd Special Session es days

| 18TH LEGISLATURE: 1993-1994
| 1st Session - 121 days
| 2nd Session -121 days
Lst Special Session:
1 Senate -7 days
| House -5 days
2nd Special Session -3 days

19TH LEGISLATURE: 1995 - 1996
IstSession -121 days
2nd Session -122 days
1st Special Session -30 days

20TH LEGISLATURE: 1997-1998
| 1stSession -119 days
2nd Session -122 days
15t Special Session -7 days
J 2nd Special Session -2 days

| 21ST LEGISLATURE-1999-2000
| IstSession -121 Jays
] 1stSpecial Session s days

2nd Special Session -9 days

2nd Session -115 days

3rd Special Session -3 days

22ND LEGISLATURE -2001 -2002
IstSession -121 days
1st Special Session -3 days
e 2nd Sessk n -123 days éextended)
|, 2nd Spe ‘'al Session -5 days
3rd Special Session -4 days

Mo 1/19/87 We 5/20/87
Mo 7/1/87 Fr7/3/87
Mo 1/11/88 Tu 5/10/88
Mo 1/9/89 Tu 5/9/89
Mo 1/8/90 We 5/9/90
Mo 6/25/90 Su 7/8/%0
Mol/21/91 We 5/2/91 °
Mo 1/13/92 We 5/13/92
We 05/13/92 Sat 5/16/92
Mo 06/15/92 Mon 6/22/92
Mo 1/11/93 Tu 5/11/93
Mo 1/10/% Tu 5/10/9%4
Tu 5/10/% Mon 5/16/94
Th 5/12/% Mon 5/16/94
Mo 9/26/94 We 9/26/94
Mo 1/16/95 Tu 5/16/95
Mo 1/8/% We 5/8/91
We 5/8/9%6 Th 6/6/9%
Mo 1/13/97 Su 5/11/97
Mo 1/12/98 We 5/13/%
Tu 5/26/98 Mon 6/1/98
Mo 7/20/98 Tu 7/21/98
Tu 1/19/99 Tu 5/19/95
Th 5/20/99 Tu 5/25/99
We 9/22/99 Th 9/30/99
Mo 1/10/00 We 5/3/00
Th 5/4/00 Sa 5/6/00
Mo 1/8/01 Tu 5/8/01
Th 6/7/01 Sa 6/9/01
Mo 1/14/02 Th 5/16/02
Fr5/17/02 Tu 5/21/02
Mo 6/24/02 Th 6/27/02

11:58pm (5/19)

1:31am
4:12am

11:59pm (5/8)
5:13pm

9.39pm (5/21)

11:59jm25/12)

4:56pm (5/15)

3:44pm

9:02pm
unclear

4:36pm
12:35am

10:05pm
12:18am
4:37pm

11:04pm
12:09am
1:26pm
9:25pm

11:56pm
6:06pm
6:55pm
7:11pm
11:47am

11:48pm
10:55am
11:5&:59pm***
5:32pm
12:41am

1:30am
12.124M
6:04am

11:32pm
1201adMm
5:00pm

12:37am
12:06am
5:40am
4:17pm

9:11pm
11:59pm

6:15pm
12:40am

10:13pm
12:13am
4:51pm

11:43pm
12:03am
1:51pm
8:57pm

11:53pm
6.10PM
6:39pm
7:46pm
11:40am

11:52pm
10:41am
11:58pm
5:08pm
J 1:42am

| **4 "v<erthe provisions of art. Il, sec. s of the Alaska Constitution, the Senate was adjourned sine die at midnight,

| May 16, 2002.

NOTE": All Special Sessions were called by the Governor, except the 1st Spaciai Session of the 14th Legislature, and the 1st

Special Session of thn 17th Legislature, ‘vhich were called by the Legislature.
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LEGISLATURE/SESSION
& NUMBER OF DAYS

1ST LEGISLATURE: 1959 - 1960

1st Session-81 days I 249
2nd Session - 65 days 225
Total 474

2ND LEGISLATURE: 1961 -1962
1st Session - 74 days I 285
2nd Session - 81 days 211
Total 496

3RD LEGISLATURE: 1963-1964
1st Session - 76 days I 238
2nd Session - 85 days* 230
1st Special Session-3 days 2
Total | 477

*Formal recess, 40 days
4TH LEGISLATURE: 1965- 1966

1st Session - 75 days I 289
2nd Session - 84 days 223
Total 527
5TH LEGISLATURE: 1967- ,968
1st Session-77 days I 348
1st Special Session - 6 days 17
2nd Session - 86 days 264
Total 729
6TH LEGISLATURE: 1969 - 1970
1st Session - 95 days I 411
2nd Session -147 days 433
Total 877
7TH LEGISLATURE: 1971 1972
IstSession - 121 days 470
2nd Session -161 days 363
Total 833
8TH LEGISLATURE: 1973 - 1974
1st Session - 90 days I 424
1st Special Session - 27 days 10
2nd Session - 96 days 438
2nd Special Session - 4 days 5
Total 831
9TH LEGISLATURE: 1975 - 1976
1st Session -139 days 538
2nd Session -142 days 397
Total 935
10TH LEGISLATURE: 1977 1978
1st Session - 141 days 552
2nd Session -161 days 434
Total 986
11TH LEGISLATURE: *979 - 1980
1st Session -112 days 503
1st Special Session - 3 days 3
2nd Session -145 days 533

2nd Special Session - 3 days Q
Total 1,039
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259

178
120
298

191

163
359

192
149
Al

203
17

202
429

350

252
602

247

152
436

259
278

554

474
289
761

370
272
642

289
299

59

L'SL. Iv

BILLS INTRODUCED
HOUSE SENATE TOTAL

381
352

733

463
331
794

429
398

_2
836

481
387
868

551
34

572
1,158

761

ZIfl
1,479

717
552
1,269

683
19
716

17
1435

1,010
686
1,696

922
706
1,628

792

832

_Q
1,629

Ril Ic
became'law

200

131
387

147
169
316

104
119

_S
231

117
169
286

139
31

223
406

120
253
373

13'*
20a
339

9
147
255
220

279
499

155
182
337

87
176

270



LEGISLATURE/SESSION
& NUMBER OF DAYS

12TH LEGISLATURE: 1981 - 1982
1st Session -165 days
1st Special Session ¢ 3 days

2nd Session - 144 days
Total

13TH LEGISLATURE: 1983-1984
1st Session -162 days
2nd Session -152 days
Total

14TH LEGISLATURE: 1985-1986
1st Session - 119 days
1st Special Session - 30 days

2nd Session -120 days
Total

15TH LEGISLATURE: 1987 -1988
1st Session - 1.~ days
1st Special Seision - 3 days
2nd Session ¢ 121 days
Total

16TH LEGISLATURE: 1989 - 1990
1st Session -121 days
2nd Session -122 days

1st Special Session -14 days
Total

17TH LEGISLATURE: 1991 -1992
1st Session - 122 days
2nd Session -122 days
1st Special Session - 4 days
2nd Special Session ®8 days
Total

18TH LEGISLATURE: 1993- 1994
1st Session -121 days
2nd Session -121 days
1st Special session

(7 days Senate, 5 days House)

2nd Special session - 3 days
Total

19TH LEGISLATURE: 1995 - 1996
1st Session -121 days
2nd Sessior -122 days
1st Special Session - 30 days
Total

20TH LEGISLATURE: 1997 - 1998
1st Session -119 days
2nd Session -122 days
1st Special Session - 7 days
2nd Special Session - 2 days

BILL.S INTROt3UCED
HOUSE SENATE TOTAL

620
0

m
894

449
273
722

448

0
262
710

327

238
567

360
230

603

356
236

602

304
244

550

352
202

12
564

289
202

493

606
1

222
899

318
236
554

322
0

m
489

310
2

20a
520

331
221

4
556
313
164

6

2
485

218
163

383

187
140

339

206

1,226
1

566
1,793

767

1,276

770
0

422
1,19°

637

446
1,087

691
459

1,159

669
400

1,087

522
407

933

539
342
-22
903

495

BILLS
BECAME LAW

120

0
144
264

109

111
280

105

146
251-

96

274

117
211

11
329

105
146

257. -

113
142

256



LEGISLATURE/SESSION
“*NUMBER OF DAYS

2'3T EGISLATURE: 1999 - 2000
1st Session -121 days
1st Special Session - 6 days
2nd Special Session ¢ 9 days
2nd Session -115 days

3rd Special Session - 3 days
Total

22ND LEGISLATURE: 2001 - 2002
1st Session -121 days
1st Special Session - 3 days
2nd Session -123 days
2nd Special Session 5 days
3rd Special Sessic +4 days
Total

BILL SINTROD UCED

HOUSE SENATE TOTAL

253
1
0
195

2
451

276
0
256
8

_2
542

185
1
0
129

317

438
2
0
324

_4
768

505
0
399
20
4

28

BILLS
BECAME LAW



Legislation Pasaad by Both Houses

1079 - 1902
House Total 8enata House Total
Legislature T BUS BOs Resolutions Resolutions Resolutions
11th
1979 54 62 116 16 16 33
1960 96 104 199 20 29 49
Total 149 166 315 36 44 82
12th
1981 75 56 133 26 20 46
1962 92 69 161 10 10 20
Total 167 127 294 36 30 66
13th
1963 54 59 113 1 18 29
1964 90 92 182 17 24 41
Total 144 151 295 28 42 70
14th
1966 46 59 107 8 17 25
1966 64 90 154 19 15 34
Total 112 149 261 27 32 59
15th
1967 47 57 104 18 22 40
1966 94 36 182 36 33 69
Total 141 145 286 54 55 109
16th
1989 60 59 119 42 31 73
1990 103 112 215 38 45 83
Total 163 171 334 80 76 156
17th
1991 52 54 106 27 34 61
1992 74 75 149 21 29 50
Total 126 129 255 48 63 111
Source: Final Status of BlHs and Resolutions, Statistical Summary, Laglslativa Affairs Agsncy.

Statistics ussd: Houss BiDs and Raaolut!ons--Numbarthat paassd ths Ssnata.
Ssnats Billsand Resolutions- -Numbsrthat passed the Houss.

Prepared by ths Legislative Research Agsncy, August 1932.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
RESEARCH AGENCY
P.0.
Mhmb, AIMtoMII-T1IM
IM tup noo
(W)4U-m\

January 14, 1988

MVIRNDOM
Representative Johnny Ellis

TO

FROM  Sandl Depue**/nf
Administrative Officer

RE

Number of Bills Passed By the Alaska Legislature During the Last
Two Meeks of Sessions  1985-1987
Research Request 88.113

You requested that this agency determine hoe eany bills were passed by the
House of Representatives, Senate and both houses, on a dallﬁ_ asis, during
the last two weeks of legislative sessions. You requested this Information

for the past three years.

Attached are bar graphs for 1985, 1986 and 1987 which show the nuaber of
bills passed by the House of Representatives, the Senate and both

houses.1  The "bar deline_atinlg passage of a bill by both houses
corresponds to the date a bill Ipassed by both houses during the final 14
days) passed the nonoriginating house, |'e., the date a House Bl11 passed
the Senate and vice versa. A table showing the sane Information Is also

attached.

If you have any questions or need further Information, please let ne know.

Attachments

*The 1987 Legislature was In session two days which were both
considered the 120th day. Both of these days are Included on our graphs
and In our table as the 120th day.
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ALASKASTATE LBGISLA1IURE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
RESEARCH AGENCY
lwmm, Atab SHI %1100
Scml»m» [W
January 22, 19838
HIMOVEDLH

TO  RepresentativeJohnnyEllis
ATTN Jle Nordlund

ARCH Sandl _
Adalnlstrative Offlcor

RE  Nurber of Bills Passed BégtSh_e Alaska legislature During the Last
D Meeks of Session: 1985-1987
Research Request 88.113 (Supplemental Inforaatlon)

You asked our agency to detemlne the total number of bills and resolutions
which pissed the House of Representatives, the Senate, and both houses
during the 1985, 1986 and 1987 legislative sessions. You also asked how
aany bills and resolutions passed each house, and both houses, during each

of the last 14 days of the sessions.

The attached tables provide this Inforaatlon and Include the number of
bills and resolutions passed each house detailed by House Bills, Senate
Bills, House Resolutions, and Senate Resolutions. The tables also provide
dally percentages and a cuaulatlve 14 day percentage of total bills passed

In each category.

House Research Agency aeaorandua 87.003 concerning scheduling of bills Is
also attached.

| hope you find this Inforaatlon useful.

Attachments
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Thumb* up to dlaouawlow «f a afcortar laglalatfva awsslon.

The %roup offreshman and sophomore representatives investi-
gating the measure raise some strong arguments fora more com-
pact sessioa Anumber of other states have shorter sessions than
Alaska’s 121days. _

The Wyoming Legislature meets for not more than 40 daYs in
odd-numbe;edyearsin General Session and forapproximately 20
daysin even numbered years fora Budget Session. South Dakota
conducts the state’s business in an annual 40-day sessioa Ken-
tucky for the firsttime this year injected a 30-day session between
its traditional 90-day biennial sessions.

Many Alaska legislators, especially first timers, bocome frus-
trated with the slow, unproductive pace of the first halfof the ses-
sioa A shorter session would require a greater sense of urgency
and allow for far less posturing and lobbying.

A House State Affairs subcommittee this week considered four
proposed constitutional amendments, all of which would reduce
the length ofthe session. Rep. Lisa Murkowski’s amendment calls
for the state budget to follow a two-year cycle, noting that more
long range planning would need to come first.

There are many extenuating factors to examine hefore decid-
ing on the merits of a shorter session, however, the efficiencies of
short sessions are well proven in other states. A shorter session
may look pretty good to our state legislators ifthe_Y_are going to be
moving into a vacant Wal-Mart burlding in Wasilia as suggested
this week b}/ Mark Chryson, a sponsor of the petition to move trie
legislature from Juneau to the Matanuska-Susistna Borough near

Anchorage
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Too darned long 1

ITH THE end ofthe 1997 legislative session in sight, let’s
suggest agaj atitstimeto e a fundamental change in
ir business.

r results ofthis session. We

lative session last too long.

eet for four months every year. |
incipal focus ofgovernment is
ouse and Senate. The workings

it, with some considerable distrac-
ention ofthe top administration
leaders commissionr ir deputies and various depart-
ment heads — is riveted on what is happening in the Legislature.

Once adjournment is reached, each department ofthe govern-
ment spends the next three months dealing with implementation of
any new laws that affect their respective operations, md struggling
with financial changes caused by budget cuts and changes in line-
item appropriations.

And during the final one-third ofthe year the administration—
all the departments, commissioners, deputy commissioners and
workers down the line — must concentrate on planning for the next
session, preparing new bills for introduction, working on the next
budget, and generally gearing up to do battle all over again

It5 a wonder anything gets done.

THERE IS a solution.

By statute or by constitutional amendment, it should be mandat-
ed that the Legislature handle the state budget process on a two-
year cycle— rather than dealing with appropriations annually.

Every other year, legislators should meet for a short session — 45
days at the maximum — to consider only a biennial budget. No oth-
er legislation would be considered, other than that required to ad-
dress items that are judged to be absolute emergencies.

On the alternate years, the legislators would meet to consider
general legislation — no budget work at all. Without the need to
deal with budgets and funding, the work ofthis session would not
require lawmakers to be in Juneau for four months ofthe year.

Maybe, under this scenario, they could get the work done in 60
days. Certainly 90 would be sufficient, under any circumstances.

The grim need for legislators to be in Juneau for a third ofthe
year would be eliminated. And the administration would have much
more time to concentrate on the job ofrunning the state.

Thisisnotrocket science. This isnot plowing new fields in gov-
ernment. Any numberofstates now operate, very successfully, in
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"y RE I[mMW il WASHINGTON -  In hie "er-

-rors were_mede” pros confer-
ence, President Clinton_becane

WHAT OTHERS SAY  [skeiumaiedy nevs

shirgton Post’s John Hsrris if he
-hsd Tound snything "unusual or  th

islati i e G R

- 0~ Clinton's
Seta90-day !egls!atlve se.ss!on. UL IHgstaf_ter th
Among the more pertinent pieces ofle?lslat|on filed he wes forced out of the Justice ci

this session is a proposed amendment to the state Con-  Department end before he wert  kr
stitution that would lim it the 120-day session to 90 days. tojal. Li

If assfet(}i]. HouselJointResolution No. Iwould require a "'Ieglidnw about it," he Y
vote ofthe people. sted. cant
pEop \prtl)oouldhaveeverarralng r%

[t's a worthy concept that keeps surfacing, especiall . : _
with I,egisla,torys Who Ive elsewnere, and we think it me- do Something rproper lik that —sic
rits discussion. o about it. It5just not —we—we fir
_ Here's why: Every year, Christinas and New Year ho-  didnot knowanythingabout it”  no
lidays are very nearlkl ruined for people preparing to Later in his answer ha addad '@
return to Juneau for the session. First, theP/_ roust wind  “pefore it happened,” hs P
(d:%w,nt theer%utlesthand clotse upk theltrhof |cbesI before banketO%e}nTﬁa \Agls untrue. Hs

ristmas. Then, they must pack up their belongings ¢l ential aide, Bruce
and hit the road arour)]/d the New Y_eapr to'make 1t tb 10> Uﬁ% hada?geadyg?gfﬁheS& .
neau in time to settle in for the session. ate T wes aneré ol the pav- i

. . ments. to the diagraced Huboell C

New legislators must be in Juneau by about Jan. 4 so by Clintons Asim friends. But  th;
they can take part m orientations. Some legislators and  the president nowclains that the.  ch.
staff members must catch a ferry Many arrive in the ca- Improper”  arrangerment r;g sol

. ! i iy ti kept secret from him "till 1
thal exhausted, having had dthelr family time over the aﬁ&txtit in the press.”

olidays completely disrupted. Ooneider: The frendiallv
This_has spawned an annual sense of dread amon 10er: nanci - s
many involve% in the Legislature, a dread that isn %ﬁethzubdb?ﬁfawfﬁltumed i
-asily dissolved by the friendliness of Juneau As one  3gningt them, received S bundie fis
staffmember Fut it, the{ feel as though thle%/ are gerbils from the same Asian crew banke. el
gnda"treadmllz “We get here (Juneau) with a bad atti-  rolling Clinton canpaigns; he du
ude.
Rep. Norm Rokeberg and Rep. Jerry Sanders are
utting their efforts behind the resolution, the very one
hat d?ed of ne?lect last session. Rokeber argue% the When bala
Legislature could start later, perhaps in February or
early March. So much of what the Leqlslature does  Sen. Lott wants pn
must wait until the March budget forecast from the De- . . s
partment of Revenue, so why not wait to get started ~ S0Cial Security, ot
until some of the real nuts-and-bolts work can be done7 not highway fund,

Years ago. the people of Alaska became frustrated ; cia
with  the gLeg.islai%urep when  sessions-without-imits iN the formula e
dragged on until June or July. Thus, the 120-day limit By LAWRENCE M. O'ROURKE ac
was passed by voters. We think an even shorter session WASHINGTON — Trent Lott, oo
would be just as responsive, more cost-effective for the the Senate Republican Leader, (o0

eople of Alaska, and possibly even more productive has a bit of an inconsistency e

ther states do it. problem with trust funds. lar
it's u critical inconsistency be-

Although Juneau would feel an economic impact, the  ..use it lies at the center of the
perceived need to move the capital to Anchorage or el- debate over whether the Consti- dei

sewhere would become far less important. tution should be amended to re- thj
quire an annual balanced federal am

The tidefa ofa shorttetr session also is int line %Itht rt]he budget
concept of a cmzen-statesman government, one that has o
legislators spending more time N their ISUICS,  tonq 1o vore in February 1 each  we
working in their own professions and being available to chamber approves the amend- nc
listen to their constituents. And that's a capital idea ment by a two-thirds majority, it ext

that would benefit the state as a whole. will be sent to the states If three-  fin
. fourths of the states ratify, the th:
—Juneau Empire. Jan. 26 balanced budget amendment be- 13

comes part of the Constitution.
Tha resolution of Lott's incon-  cui
1LETTERS TO t|j E EdiTOft sistenc_y is pivotal because hi_s is-
sues involve two of America's an*
most popular federal programs:

fhe Fairbanks Daily News-j reserves the right to edit or Social 'S ! d the buildi )
Vliner welcomes letters to the reject any letter. rﬁﬁaronglgru[)'{‘yh!?rnw»rg utlding — un
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Shorter session,
better government

A mong the more pertinent pieces of Iegzlslatlon filed
this Session is a proposed amendment to the state
Constitution that would limit the 120-day session to 90

. (days if passed. House Joint Resolution'No. 1 would
requwe a vote of the people _ , _

t's a worthy concept that keeps surfacing, especially with
legislators who live elsewhere, and we think it merits
discussion. _

Here's why: Every )rear,, Christmas and New Year
holidays are very nearly ruined for peoPle preparing to
return"to Juneau n r the session First, they must wind down
their djties and close up their offices before Christmas. Then,
they must pack up their belongings and hit the road around
the'New Ajar to make it to Juneau in time to settle in for the
session. Nev legislators must be in Juneau by about Jan. 4 so
they can take part in orientations. Some legislators and staff
members must catch a ferry Many of them arrive in the
caﬁzltal exhausted, having fiad their family time over the
holidays completely disrupted
_ This has spawned an annual sense of dread among many
involved in the Legislature, adread that isn't easily dissolved
by the inendliness of Juneau As one staff member put it,
they le 1as though they are gerbils on a treadmill: "We get
here iJ| -aui with a bad atfitude.” _

Rep Norm Rokeberg and Rep. Jerry Sanders are puttin
their efforts behind the resolution, the very one that died o
neglect last session. Rokeberg argues the Legislature could
start later, perhaps in Februar or.earIY_ March. So much of
what the Legislature does must wait until the March budget
forecast from the Department of Revenue, so why not wait to

et started until some of the real nuts-and-bolts work can be
one

Years aqo. the people of Alaska became frustrated with
the'Leglslature when sessions-withbut-lltnlts dragged on until
Jund 0T July Thus, the 120-day limftNvas passed by voters.
we think an even shorter session would be just as responsive,
more COSt-effective for the people of Alaska, and possibly
even more productive Other statesdoit.

Although Ju leau would feel an economic impact, th;
perceived need to move the capital to Anchorage or
elsewhere would become far less important. ~

The idea ofa shorter session is also in line with the concept
ot a citizen-statesman %overnment, one that has legislators
spending more time in their districts, working in their own
professions and being available to listen to their constituents.
And that's a capital idea that would benefit the state as a

whole





