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MEMORANDUM

Date: April 6, 2005

To: Representative Paul Seaton, Chair
House State AfTairs Committee - ...

From: Representative Bob Lynn, Chair
House Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee

Re: House Bill 166, Veterans’ Memorial Certificates

The House Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee respectfully requests that House Bill 166 
be scheduled in the House State Affairs Committee at your earliest convenience. Included in this 
packet is the following information.
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HB 166 creates the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program to allow the Adjutant General to 
honor deceased veterans who are residents o f  Alaska, by issuing to their family memorial 
certificates. The certificate program is modeled after the Presidential Memorial Certificate 
Program. It is the intent that the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program will simply be a 
certificate given to surviving family members or other eligible recipients as defined, 
acknowledging the State’s appreciation for the service o f the deceased veteran.

Sectional Analysis
section 1 adds the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program to AS 26.10. It outlines the 
procedure for the program

(b )  (1 ) This section defines who is an “eligible recipient” o f a deceased veteran, to receive the 
certificate.

(b )  (2 )  This section defines “veteran” as the meaning given in A S  26.10.080
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TITLE 38 , PART I , CHAPTER 1 , Sec. 112.
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TITLE 38 > PART I  > CHAPTER 1 > Sec. 112.

Sec. 112. -  P residential m em orial certificate  
program  

(a)
At the request of the President the Secretary may 

conduct a program for honoring the memory of deceased 
veterans, discharged under honorable conditions, by 
preparing and sending to eligible recipients a certificate 
bearing the signature of the President and expressing the 
country's grateful recognition of the veteran's service In the 
Armed Forces. The award of a certificate to one eligible 
recipient w ill not preclude authorization of another certificate 
if a request is received from some other eligible recipient.

(b)

For the purpose of this section an "eligible recipient" 
means the next o f kin, a relative or friend upon request, or 
an authorized service representative acting on behalf of such 
relative or friend
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A Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) is an engraved paper 
certificate, signed by the current President, to honor the memory of 
honorably discharged deceased veterans.
History

This program was initiated in March 1962 by President John F. 
Kennedy and has been continued by all subsequent 
Presidents. Statutory authority for the program is Section 112, 
Title 38, of the United States Code.

Administration
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers the PMC 
program bypreparing the certificates which bear the 
President’s signature expressing the country’s grateful 
recognition of the veteran's service in the United States Armed 
Forces.



Eligibility
Eligible recipients include the deceased veteran’s next of kin 
and loved ones. More than one certificate may be provided. 

Application
Eligible recipients, or someone acting on their behalf, may 
apply for a PMC in person at any VA regional office or by U.S. 
mail only. Requests cannot be sent via email. There is no form 
to use when requesting a PMC. Please be sure to enclose a 
copy of the veteran's discharge and death certificate. Please 
submit copies only, as we cannot return original documents. 
We are presently receiving mail at our Washington, D.C. 
address, however mail delivery is considerably slower than 
normal.
If you would like to request a Presidential Memorial Certificate, 
or if you requested one more than eight (8) weeks ago and 
have not received it yet, we ask that you either
1. Fax your request and all supporting documents (copy of 
discharge and death certificate) to: (202) 565-8054, or
2. Mall your request and all supporting documents using either 
the U.S. Postal Service or a commercial mail service, such as 
one of the overnight or express mail delivery services, to:

Presidential Memorial Certificates (402E12)
Department of Veterans Affairs 

810 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20420-0001

If you have any questions about a certificate you have 
received, a request you have already sent in, or about 
the program in general, you may call (202) 565-4964. Or 
you may email us at:

PMC@mail.va.aov 
PLEASE NOTE: The above telephone number and 
email address are for questions about the Presidential 
Memorial Certificate Program only. We do not accept e- 
mail requests. Ail requests must be in writing.
Veteran Service Officers and Funeral Homes - Please 
contact us at (202) 565-4259 or (202) 501-2004 for 
information about submitting requests.
We do not administer other VA programs or have access 
to other VA records. For assistance with other VA 
benefits or records please use the “Contact the VA" link 
below. Or call your Regional office at:

- 1-800-827-1000

mailto:PMC@mail.va.aov
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STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_________
Title An Act relating to a program to honor a

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

HB 166
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F u ll- t im e

P a r t - t im e

T e m p o r a r y

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
It is anticipated that a memorial certificate program will cost less than $1000.00 annually to conduct. The 
number of deaths each year can not be estimated and therefore the fiscal note is indeterminate.
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Approved by: Commissioner Craig E. Campbell________
Agency Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
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