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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Vice Chair
1I naw: Finance Committee

Session: 
Alaska State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 46S-4958 

Fax: (DO7) 465-4028Chair
H ouse Finance Subcom m ittee , for, 
D epartm en t o f  Public S r rety 
D epartm en t o f  Law Interim: 

TO  Box 464 
Lhugiak, AK 90567

B I L L  S T O L T Z E

State Representative
Representsti c_BiJt_Stolri:e@lcgis.statc.ak us

H o u s e  B i l l  1 6 0

Public Funds & Ballot Props/Candidates
“ A n  A c t lim it in g  the use o f money o f the state and its po litica l subdiv is ions to a ffect an

election."

Under the current statutes, public money can be used to influence the outcome of an 
election concerning a ballot proposition or question. Residents of the state and 
municipalities within the state do not have a say in whether or not their government 
should use public funds to sway the outcome of a vote.

HB 160 will prevent the state and local governments from using public funds to 
influence the outcome of a ballot proposition.

The provisions of HB 160:

• Prevents the State of Alaska, the University of Alaska, municipalities, school 
districts, and other political subdivisions of the state from using public funds 
to influence the outcome of a ballot proposition.

• Limits the Division of Elections and municipal election officials to only: 
disseminate information about the time and place of an election and to hold 
an election, and provide the public with the information already in statute for 
election pamphlets (AS 15.58.020).

I ask for your consideration and support of HB 160 to pass this modest piece of 
campaign finance reform.

D IS T R IC T  16

B IR C H W O O D  •  B U T T E  •  C H U G IA K  •  E K L U T N A  •  F A IR V IE W  LO O P  
K N IK  R IV E R  ROAD •  LAZY M O U N T A IN  •  PALM ER •  PETERS CR EEK

mailto:e@lcgis.statc.ak


WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

24-LS0586VX
Kurtz

1/30/06

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 160(STA)

IN TH E LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES STOLTZE, Neuman

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT EN TITLED  

"An Act limiting the use of money of the state and  its political subdivisions to affect a 

state election."

BE IT ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE O F TH E  STATE O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.13.145(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as provided in (b) and (c) o f this section, each o f the following may 

not use money held by the entity to influence the ortcom o o f the election o f a 

candidate to a state or municipal office or the outcome of an  election concerning a 

state ballot proposition:

(1) the state, its agencies, and its corporations;

(2) the University of Alaska and its Board of Regents;

(3) municipalities, school districts, and regional educational attendance 

areas, o r another political subdivision o f the state; and

(4) an officer or employee o f an entity identified in (1) - (3) of this

subsection.

-1- CSHB 160(STA)
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1 * Sec. 2. AS 15.13.145(b) is amended to read:

2 (b) Money held by an entity identified in (a)(3) [(a)(1) • (3)] of this section

3 may be used to influence the outcome o f a municipal [AN] election concerning a

4 ballot proposition or question, but only if the funds have been specifically

5 appropriated for that purpose by [A STATE LAW OR] a municipal ordinance.

6 *  Sec. 3. AS 15.13.145(c) is amended to .-cad:

7 (c) Motiey held by '
0 ^ ------------ -8 ,> (1 ) the d ivision of elections ot fa  municipal election official [

9 I ENTITY IDENTIFIED IN (a)(1) - (3) O F THIS SECTION] may be us

10 |  (A ) [(1)] to disseminate information about the time and place of

11  |  an election and to hold an election; or

1 2  [B] [(2 )] to provide the public with the inform ation described

13 in AS 15.58.020:

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 24-LS0586\X

14 (2 ) a municipality, school district, regional educational attendance

15 area, o r  another political subdivision of the state may be used to provide the

16 public with nonpartisan information about a ballot proposition or question other than 
II

a state  ballet proposition o r question or about all the candidates seeking election to 

a particular [PUBLIC] office.

#
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OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: CSHB 160(CRA)

Pagt 1, line 1:

Delete "an"

Insert "a state"

Page 2 line 1-17:

Delete all material and insert:

"•Sec. 2. AS 15.13.145(b) is amended to read:

(b) Money held by an entity identified in (a)(3) [(a)(1) - (3)] of this section 

may be used to influence the outcome of a municipal [AN] election concerning a 

ballot proposition or question, but only if the funds have been specifically 

appropriated for that purpose bV [A STATE LAW OR] a>municipal ordinance.

•Sec. 3. AS 15.13.145(c) is amended to reaHT"-— ^

(c) Money held by

(1) the division of elections or a municipal election official [AN 

ENTITY IDENTIFIED IN (r'(l) - (3) OF THIS SECTION] may be used

(A) [(1)] to disseminate information abou* 'he time and place of 

an election and to hold an election; or

(B) [(2)] to provide the public with the information described 

in AS 15.58.020:

(2) a municipality, school district, regional educational attendance 

area, or m other political subdivision of the state may be used to provide the 

nubile with nonpaitisan information about a ballot proposition or question other than 

a state ballot proposition or question or about all the candidates seeking election to

A M E N D M E N T
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a particular [PUBLIC] office."
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CS FO R HOUSE BILL NO. 160( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  S TO LT7.E , Neuman

A BILL

FOR AN A CT E N T IT L E D  

"An Act lim iting the use o f money o f the state  and  its political subdivisions to affect an 

election."

BE IT  EN ACTED BY T H E  LEG ISLA TE RE O F T H E  STA TE O F  ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.13 .145(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as provided in (b) and (c) o f  this section, each o f  the following may 

not use money held by the entity to influence the outcome o f the election o f a 

candidate to a state or municipal office o r  the outcom e o f an election concern ing  a 

state ballot p roposition :

(1) the state, its agencies, and its corporations;

(2) the Univeisity o f Alaska and its Board o f  Regents;

(3) municipalities, school districts, and regional educational attendance 

areas, or another political subdivision o f the state; and

(4) an officer or employee o f an entity identified in (1) - (3) o f  this

subsection.

-1-
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* Sec. 2. AS 15.12.145(b) is amended to read:

2 |  (b) Money held by an entity identified in (a)(3) [(a)(1) - (3)] o f  this section

3 may be used to influence the outcome o f a municipal [AN] election concerning a

4 ballot proposition or question, but only if  the funds have been specifically

5 appropriated for that purpose by [A STATE LAW OR] a municipal ordinance.

6 * S e c .3 . AS 15.13.145(c) is amended to read:

7 (c) Money held by

8 (1) the division of elections or a m unicipal election official [AN

9 I ENTITY IDENTIFIED IN (a)(1) - (3) OF THIS SECTION] may be used

10 II IAJ [(!)] to disseminate information about the time and place o f

11 || an election and to hold an election; or

12 || (B) [(2)] to provide the public with the inform ation described

13 II in AS 15.58.020;

14 (2) a municipality, school district, regional educational attendance

15 area, o r another political subdivision of the state may be used to provide the

16 public with nonpartisan information about a ballot proposition or question other than

17 || a state ballot proposition or question or about all the candidates seeking election to

18 || a particular [PUBLIC] office.

CSHB 160( )
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CS FOR H O U SE B ILL NO. 160(STA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY T H E  H O U S E  S T A T E  A F F A IR S  r o M M IT T E E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor^): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  S T C L T Z E , Neuman

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

A B ILL 

FOR AN A C T  E N TITL ED

1 II "A n Act un iting  the use of money o f the s ta te  and  its political subdivisions to affect an

2 |  election."

BE IT  EN A C TED  BY TH E LE G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  STA TE O F A LA SK A :

4 |  * S e c t io n l .  AS 15.13.145(a) is amended to read:

5 (a) Except as provided in (b) and (c) o f  this section, each o f  the following may

6 not use money held by the entity to influence the outcome o f  tb^ election of a

candidate to a state or municipal office o r the outcom e o f an election concerning a

8 sta te  ballo t p roposition :

9 (1) the state, its agencies, and its corporations;

10 (2) the University o f  Alaska and its Board o f  Regents:

11 (3) municipalities, school districts, and regional educational attendance
i|

12 I areas, or another political subdivision o f  the state; and

13 | (4) an officer or employee o f  an entity identified in (1) - (3) o f this

14 I subsection.

L
-1- CSHB 160(STA)
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1 * Sec. 2. AS 15.13.145(b) is amended to read:

2 (b) Money held by an entity identified in (a)(3) [(a)(1) - (3)] o f  this section

3 may be used to influence the outcome o f a m unicipal [AN] election concerning a

4 I ballot proposition or question, but only if the funds have been specifically

5 I appropriated for that purpose by [A STATE LAW OR] a municipal ordinance.

6 | * Sec. 3. AS 15.13.145(c) is amended to read:

7 I (c) Money held by

8 | (1) the division of elections o r  a m unicipal election official [AN

9 | ENTITY IDENTIFIED IN (a )(1 )-(3 ) OF THIS SECTION] may be used

10 | (A) [(1)1 to disseminate information about the time and place o f

I I I  an election and to hold an election; o r

12 | £B) [(2)] to provide the public with the inform ation  described

13 | in AS 15.58.020:

14 | (2) a m unicipality , school d istric t, regional educational attendance

15 | area, o r an o th e r political subdivision of the sta te  m ay be used to nrovid-* the

16 I public w ith nonpartisan information about a ballot proposition or question o th e r than

17 | r  state ballot proposition  o r question or about all the candidates seeking election to

18 I a particular [PUBLIC] office.

-2-
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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB 160

Page 1, line 7, following "concerning a": 
Insert "state"
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LEGAL SERVICES
(907) 4*5-3867 or 485-2460 
FAX (907) 485-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OP ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-, 182 

Dek.wriea to: 129 8th St., RtiL 329

M J E M O R / N P U M January 30, 2006

SUBJECT Constitutionality of CSHB I60(CRA) 
(Work Order No. 24-LS0586\Y)

TO Representative Max Gruenberg 
Attn: Mike Bucy

FROM: Kathryn L. Kurtz'f^'*"'
Assistant Revisor

You asked fcr a review of the constitutionality of HB 160.

Freedom of Speech
One possible consututional concern would involve the right to free speech. There is a 
series of cases that establish the right of corporations to make contributions and 
expenditures to influence the outcome of ballot initiatives. However, I do not think this 
line of cases would extend to invalidate the restrictions proposed in HB 160 on the state 
and its political subdivisions.

The first amendment of the Constitution of the United States protects freedom of speech 
and freedom of association. The freedom of speech is not absolute, Mcsserli v. State. 626 
P.2d 81, 86 (Alaska 1981), but any content-based restriction on speech must serve a 
"compelling" state interest. Mickens v. Citv of Kodiak. 640 P..?d 818, 821 (Alaska 
1982). Political campaign contributions and expenditures fall within the protections of 
the first amendment. Buckley v. Valeo. 424 U.S. I (1976).

At least two states have enacted statutes prohibiting corporations from making 
contributions or expenditures to influence the outcome of ballot initiatives, but they have 
been defeatco ?-i the courts. In First National Bank of Boston v. Bellotti. 435 U.S. 765, 
786 (1978), a Massachusetts statute prohibiting corporations from making contributions 
or expenditures to influence the outcome of certain ballot initiatives was held to be 
unconstitutional. The Supreme Court of the United States held:

[T]he legislature is constitutionally disqualified from dictating the subjects 
abouL which persons may speak and the speakers who may address a 
public issue. ... Such power in government to channel the expression of 
views is unacceptable under the First Amendment.



JAN-30-2006 HON 05:28 PH LAA LEGAL SERVICES FAX NO. 907 485 2029 P.

Representative Max Gruenberg 
January 30,2006 
Page 2

Id. More recently, the Ninth Circuit court of uppcals found a Montana initiative 
prohibiting direct corporate expenditures in ballot initiative campaigns to be 
unconstitutional. Montana Chamber of Commeiee v. ArecnbriEht. 226 F.3d 1049 (9th 
Cir. 2000).

However, municipalities arc creations of the state, and the state prescribes their powers 
and functions. Art. X, secs. 3 and 7, Constitution of the State of Alaska. The state 
already imposes limitations on the power of municipalities to spend money to influence 
the outcome of an election of a candidate; this bill simply extends those limits to cover 
ballot propositions. Courts in Colorado have upheld state statutory restrictions on use of 
public funds to advocate or oppose state ballot measures, despite free speech arguments. 
See Campbell v. City o f  Aurora, 704 F.2d 501, 503 - 504 (10th Cir. !>eJ); Coffm an v. 
Colorado Common Cause, 102 P.3d 999,1005 (Co. 2004). But see Alabama Libertarian  
Parry v. City o f  Birmingham, 694 F.Supp. 814 (D. Ala. S.D. 1988) (Court upheld use of 
city funds for promotional campaign encouraging passage of city ballot propositions: 
"[wjhile defendants might be forbidden to spend funds to support candidates, oppose 
initiative proposals, etc., they are not forbidden to publicize and seek public support for 
their own governmental proposals.")

KLK:lmb
06-032.1mb
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CS FO R H OUSE B ILL  NO. 160( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

O ffer'd :
Refer ed:

Spon or(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  S T O L T Z E , Neuman

A B ILL 

FO R AN A C T E N T IT L E D  

"A n Act lim iting the use o f money of the s ta te  and  its political subdivisions to affect an 

election."

BE IT EN A C TED  BY T H E  LEG ISLA TU R E O F T H E  STA TE O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.13.145(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as provided in (b) and (c) o f  this section, each o f the following may 

not use money held by the entity to influence the outcome o f the election o f a 

candidate to a state or municipal office o r  the outcom e o; an election concern ing  a 

state ballo t p rop o sitio n :

(1) the state, its agencies, and its corporations;

(2) the University o f Alaska and its Board o f  Regents;

( 3 )  municipalities, school districts, a n d  regional educational attendance 

areas, or another political subdivis.on o f  the state; and

(4) an officer or employee o f  an entity identified in (1) - (3) o f  this

subsection.

-1-
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* Sec. 2. AS 15.13.145(b) is amended to read:

(b) Money held by an entity identified in (a)(1) - (3) o f  this section may be 

used to disseminate information about the time and place of an election

[INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OF AN ELECTION CONCERNING A  BALLOT 

PROPOSITION OR QUESTION, BUT ONLY IF THE FUNDS HAVE BEEN 

SPECIFICALLY APPROPRIATED FOR THAT PURPOSE BY A STATE LAW OR 

A M UNICIPAL ORDINANCE).

* Sec. 3. AS 15.13.145(c) is amended to read:

(c) Money held by the division of elections or a municipal election official 

[AN ENTITY IDENTIFIED IN (a)(1) - (3) OF THIS SECTION] may be used

(1) to disseminate information about the time and place o f  an election 

and to hold an election;

(2) to provide the public with the information described in 

AS 15.58.020 [NONPARTISAN INFORMATION ABOUT A BALLOT 

PROPOSITION OR QUESTION OR ABOUT ALL THE CANDIDATES SEEKING 

ELECTION TO A PARTICULAR PUBLIC OFFICE).

* Sec. 4. AS 15.13.145(d) is repealed.

160( ) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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Aiaskv Association of Municipal Clerks (AAMQ
Jamie Nc.vman, CMC, Deputy City Clerk
City o f  W asilla
290 E. H em ing Avenue
W asilla, AK 99654
Phone: 907-373-9090 /  Fax: 907-373-9092

March 3, 2006

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
House State Affa irs Committee 
Mailstop 3100 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HB 160

Dear Chairman Seaton and Committee Members:

On behalf o f the Alaska Association o f Municipal Clerks, I wish to express our 
opposition to House Bill 160, An Act limiting the use o f money of the state and its 
political subdivisions to affect an election.

We strongly oppose restrictions on local municipalities that prohibit their involvement in 
statewide ballot propositions and we are particularly concerned with legislation that 
lim its the dissemination o f election information to the public.

Respe ctfully submitted,

ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL CLERKS

President

pc: Representative Bill Stoltze, Sponsor
Representative Mark Neuman, Co-Sponsor 
A laska Municipal League



L o u ie  F lo ra

From: Milli Martin [millimom@xyz.net]
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2005 6:17 AM
To: Rep. Paul Seaton; Lcuie Flora
Subject: Re: HB 160

Good M orning Paul and L ou ie ,

P le a se  oppose HB160. The i n t e n t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  w e ll  m eaning, b u t i t  would s e r io u s ly  hamper 
m u n ic ip a l e f f o r t s  to  g e t  th e  p ro p e r  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  p u b l ic  on b a l l o t  i s s u e s ,  and th e  
Kenai P e n in s u la  may have s e v e r a l  coming
th a t  we n eed  d e s p e r a te ly  to  be a b le  to  in fo rm  th e  p u b l ic  a b o u t. The
c u r r e n t  law  as  i t  s ta n d s  p r o h ib i t s  us from ta k in g  a s ta n d , p ro  o r  con, b u t 
e n a b le s  us to  p ro p e r ly  in fo rm  th e  p u b l ic .  That i s  p a r t  o f ou r o b l ig a t io n  
to  th e  p u b l ic ,  in  my humble v iew .

P le a se , p le a s e  oppose t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

Thank you,

M il l i  M artin  
P.O. Box 2652 
Homer, AK 99603

1

mailto:millimom@xyz.net
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R e p . P a u l  S e a to n

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

From: Jim Colver [surveyor@pobox.alaska.net]
Wednesday, April 13, 2005 4:47 PM 
Rep. Paul Seaton
Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Jim Holm; Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Berta Gardner; Rep. Jim tlkins; 
Rep. Max Gruenberg 
HB 160 Bad for School Bonds

Members o f S ta t e  A f f a i r s  Com m ittee:

P r o h ib i t in g  a m u n ic ip a l i ty  from p ro v id in g  in fo rm a tio n  on b a l l o t  i n i t i a t i v e s  i s  unw ise. 
Were th e  M at-Su Borough u n a b le  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  on th e  p o r t  im provem ent bond in  
2003, we w ould n o t have p a s s e d  a $10m bond f o r  ou r new p o r t .

As th e  f a s t e s t  grow ing community in  A lask a , we have a g r e a t  demand fo r  new sc h o o ls  and 
ro a d s  - l i k e l y  to  be p a id  f o r  by v o te r  approved  bonds, and in fo rm a tio n  w i l l  need to  be 
p ro v id e d  to  th e  p u b l i c .  C oupled w ith  a lo c a l  ta x  cap , t h i s  b i l l  may doom ou r f u tu r e  
sch o o l bonds and sch o o l a p p r o p r ia t io n s .

P le a se  c o n s id e r  th e  im p ac ts  to  o u r k id s  and community b e fo re  moving t h i s  b i l l .  I u rg e  you 
to  h o ld  i t  in  com m ittee .

Jim  C o lv e r 
Deputy Mayor 
M at-Su Borough

1

mailto:surveyor@pobox.alaska.net


L o u ie  F lo ra

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rep. Paul Seator.
Wednesday, April 13, 2005 4:28 PM 
Louie Flora 
FW : HB 160

Ian  L aing 
Rep. Paul S ea ton  
L e g i s la t iv e  S ta f f  
(907) 465-2609

 O r ig in a l  M essage--------
From: L inda Sw arner [m a il to : ls w a rn e r@ a c s a la s k a .n e t]
S en t: Wednesday, A p r il  13, 2005 7 :14  AM 
To: Rep. Paul S eaton  
S u b je c t:  HB 160

Thank you fo r  c o n s id e r in g  my th o u g h ts  a s  I  oppose HB 160 b eca u se  i t  p r e v e n ts  governm ent 
from p ro v id in g  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  p u b l ic  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  them to  make good p o l i c y  d e c is io n s  
on p u b lic  i n i t i a t i v e s  such a s  P ro p o s i t io n  4, th e  s ta te w id e  s a l e s  ta x  cap , in  2000.

As you know th e  c u r r e n t  law  b a la n c e s  th e  need  f o r  governm ent to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t 
th e  im pact o f i n i t i a t i v e s  to  th e  p u b l ic  w ith  a p ro v is io n  t h a t  any p u b l ic  money u sed  fo r  
t h i s  p u rp o se  m ust s ta n d  th e  p u b lic  s c r u t in y  of a s p e c i f i c  p u b l ic  a p p r o p r ia t io n  p ro c e s s  by 
lo c a l  o rd in a n c e .

P le a se  h e lp  u s , th e  lo c a l  governm ent and  e l e c te d  o f f i c i a l s ,  p ro v id e  a c c u r a te  and c o r r e c t  
in fo rm a tio n  to  t h f  v o te rs . As a 17 y e a r  v e te r a n  o f  p u b lic  s e r v ic e  on th e  C ouncil I view  
t h i s  a s  an unfunded m andate.

L inda Swarner
C ity  o f Kenai C ouncil

mailto:lswarner@acsalaska.net
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L o u ie  F lo ra

From: Rep Paul Seaton

Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2005 2:3/ PM

To: Louie Flora

Subject: FW: HB 160

Ian Laing 
Rep. Paul Sealon 
Legislative Stall 
(907) 465-2669

From: City Clerk [mailto:cityhall@mtacnline.net]
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2005 12:07 PM 
To: Rep. Paul Seaton
Cc: Rep. Bill Stoltze; Rep. Vic Kohring; Rep. Mark Neuman; Sen. Lyda Green;
Senator.Chalie.Huggins@legis.state.ak.us
Subject: HB 160

Dear Representative Seaton,

I am requesting that the House State Aftairs Committee reconsider supporting HB160.1 do not feel that it is in the 
best interest of our citizens. To not allow municipalities and school districts to spend money so that we may 
provide residents with all of the facts on any given issue is wrong. These residents pay vour salaries and trust 
that you will vote for what is in their best interest. Clearly not allowing communities, as well as school districts the 
freedom to pass along information to them is not in their best interest.

Dale Adams. Mayor 
City of Houston 
P.O. Box 940027 
Houston, Ak.99697 
907-892-6869

4/13/2005

mailto:cityhall@mtacnline.net
mailto:Senator.Chalie.Huggins@legis.state.ak.us


217 Second Street. Suite 200 « Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Tel (907)586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

April 12, 2005

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
House State A ffairs Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Seaton and Committee,

.AML opposes HB 160 because it prevents government from providing inform ation to the 
public necessary for them to make good policy decisions on public initiatives.

The current law balances the need for govemmer. to provide information about the 
impact o f  initiatives to the public with a provision that any public m oney used for this 
purpose must stand the public scrutiny o f  a specific public appropriation process by local 
ordinance.

A recent example is “Prop 4 -  the statewide tax cap initiative” which the public 
overwhelm ingly defeated in 2000. Initially, public polling showed 70% support for the 
initiative. However, local governments and school districts across the state worked to 
provide information on the impact o f  a m andatory statewide property tax cap on schools, 
public safety, road maintenance, etc. With good informatK on impacts, this initiative 
was defeated in every election district in the state by a statewide average o f  70% against.

If local governments and school districts had not been able to participate by  developing 
information and distributing it, many o f  your com m unities today would essentially be 
wards o f  the state without the ability to use local property taxes to meet school needs, etc.

There have been sim ilar initiatives proposed since Prop 4, but we feel the landslide defeat 
o f  Prop 4 has discouraged other attempts to mandate statewide policy to com munities.
HB 160 would essentially leave com m unities without a real ability to respond in the 
future and would likely open a floodgate for future initiatives that weaken your 
communities.

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org
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From: Rep. Paul Seaton

Sent: Monday, April 11, 2005 12:56 PM

To: Louie Flora

Subject: FW: C S  for House Bill 160

L o u ie  F lo ra

Ian Laing 
Rep. Paul Seaton 
Legislative Stall 
(907) 465-2689

From: Ronald W  Erickson [mailto:rerickson@craigschools.com]
Sen t: Monday, April 11, 2005 11:24 AM 
To : Rep. Paul Seaton 
Subject: CS for House Bill 160

Representative Seaton, I am writing to express my concerns with the CS for HB160. The language in this bill 
flies in the face of what we champion in our democracy, which is an informed citizenery who has the right to freely 
discuss both sides of an issure on which they are asked to vote. If an agency or subdivision of government can 
only give the date, place and time of an election, the citizens of the state will be voting without being informed. It 
also puts agencies and school districts at a distinct disadvantage not to be able to let the voters know what the 
issues are in the ballot measure. Only one side of the story will be heard. That of those not wishing the measure 
to pass. One of the best examples is the GO Bonds that were passed which helped many school districts and the 
Univeristy attend to major maintenance issues and facility needs that had gone unaddressed for some time. 
People need to know what the money is tor and be able to hear both sides of any issues surrounding the 
measure. Had the CS for HB160 been in effect during the time the G O  bonds were placed on the ballot, only 
those whishing to see the measure fail would have been able to provide any information. The schools and 
university would have been gagged by this bill and unable to answer any questions or allegations made by those 
not supporting the bond. This is a bad bill and needs to be defeated. It undermines the very core of our 
democracy.

Ronald W  Erickson
Superintendent
Craig City School District
PO Box 800
Craig, AK 99921
work phone: (907) 826-3274

fax: (907) 826-3322
e-mail: rerickson@craigschools.com

4/11/2005

mailto:rerickson@craigschools.com
mailto:rerickson@craigschools.com
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Citv ol\Nu»th Polr* 
OH ice of the IVIiiyoi

F a x  M e m o
■Hu House State AfWr* Per 4844*44

Prone Mayor Jeff Jaootoon Fax: 4114402
Date April 13.2003

Re* HB 160 Psgeeeent2

I am expressing my oppoefJon to Houee BID 180, which I believe unr*ee**artly restrict* the abilltiN of 
local governmental and school boarde ID dteeemlnati Wbmwltan about the Impede of statewide 
InKteirvae on local oomrrjnNwi. I am Including Resolution 05*06 vrtilch I wt* Introduce at the North Pol# 
Ctty Council on Monday, Apr# 18* I «n very assured that It wfllpeee. I am curious wny there I* an 
Interest on the behalf of the stale legislature to dictate lo local munkxpaifies end board# how they can 
spend their ownrevenuee and on whet they may oomment MunfefpiNjt and boards taw more 
direct accourrtabiMy to the pubHc on such matters.

I find itqule a paradox that the House la expanding thejobdeecriptionofthe Commieeionerofthe 
Department o( R>h 4 Game to promote fioh and wMlta rranagement potass to oombet effects by 
outside internet* proposing etakreide initatrvw on wolf control and trapping, whfla on the other hand 
HB 160 vAHreetta local governments'voles on matters of sstf governance reganfng statewide 
Initiatives effecting local cornmunWas.

ii

126 Snowman Lena 

North Pok Alaska 99705 

488-2281 office

488-5756 home • j

mayorttnorthpolealMka.com

e Pag«1



Sponsored by: Mayor Jacobaon 
Introduced and Adopted: April, 18,2005

CITY OF NORTH POLE

RESOLUTION 0546

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING STATE OF ALASKA HOUSE BILL 160 
tf As Act Uaitiir; the Um of Money of the State of Alaska 

end id Political SubdMstons to Effect an Efeedori"

WHEREAS, current state law regulates how the state and its polhical subdivisions may effect an 
election, requiring such entities to pass a low or ordinance appropriating and designating funds to 
influence the outcome of an election concerning a billot proposition nr question.; and

WHEREAS, currently the public may testify before the state and its political subdivisions 
considering legislation to spend funds to Influence the outcome of an election, which public 
process balances the need for government to provide infotxnatlon to the public with a provision 
that any public money used for this purpose must stand the public scrutiny of a specific local 
appropriation ordinance; and

WHEREAS, over the years there hove been proposed initiatives mandating statewide policies to 
communities such as “Prop 4- the statewide property tax cap initiative", reducing and restricting 
local control; and

WHEREAS, the City of North Pole vigorously defends its right to provide information to the 
public necessary for them to make good policy decisions on publics initiatives such as a statewide 
sales tax, which if enacted would dismantle the City’s ability to generate local revenues to pay 
for local services; and

t
WHEREAS, passage of HB 160, would prevent the City of North Pole and other communities 
across Alaska from providing information about the impact of such initiatives on our 
communities.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the North Pole City Council joins the Alaska 
Municipal League In its opposition to House Bill 160.

Passed and approved by a duly constated quorum of the North Pole CHy Council on April 
18,2055.

APR-14-05 THU 00:23 AH FBX LEGIS INFORMATION FAX NO. 9074563346 P. 02
Apr. 13. 2005 10:08PM CITY OF NORTH POLE . ‘ No. 'I

JEFFREY JAMES JACOBSON, Mayor
ATTEST;

KATHRYN WEBER, CMC, Oty Clerk



S a ra h  H o o k
H R  HoO

From: kashby@alaska.net
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2005 4:33 PM
To: Rep. Jim Holm; Rep. Jim Elkins; Rep. Max Gruenberg
Subject: Right to Know and HB 160

P u b lic  money sh o u ld  n o t be u sed  f o r  im proper p u rp o ses  b u t t h i s  b i l l  may be r id ic u lo u s .
The p u b l ic  has to  know w hat i s  b e in g  a d d re s se d . M u n ic ip a l i t ie s  and sch o o l d i s t r i c t s  m ust 
have th e  same r i g h t  a s  any o th e r  a f f e c t e d  e n t i t y  to  p r e s e n t  f a c t s  and f ig u r e s  r e l a t i n g  to  
b a l l o t  p ro p o s i t io n s  o r  community i s s u e s .

Thank you f o r  s u p p o r t in g  th e  p u b l i c 's  r i g h t  to  know and d e f e a t in g  House B i l l  160.

Kathy Ashby
C ity  o f  N u iqsu t C ity  A d m in is t ra to r  
N u iq su t, A laska

1
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217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

April 12, 2005

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
H ouse State A ffairs Comm ittee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Seaton and Committee,

AML opposes HB 160 because it prevents government from providing inform ation to the 
public necessary for them to make good policy decisions on public initiatives.

The current law balances the need for government to provide information about the 
impact o f  initiatives to the public with a provision that any public money used for this 
purpose must stand the public scrutiny o f  a specific public appropriation process by local 
ordinance.

A recent exam ple is “Prop 4 -  the statewide tax cap initiative" which the public 
overwhelm ingly defeated in 2000. Initially, public polling showed 70% support for the 
initiative. However, local governm ents and school districts across the state worked lo 
provide inform ation on the impact o f  a mandatory statewide property tax cap on schools, 
public safety, road maintenance, etc. With good inform ation on impacts, this initiative 
was defeated in every election district in the state by a statewide average o f  70% against.

If local governm ents and school districts had not been able to participate by developing 
information and distributing it, many o f  your com munities today would essentially be 
wards o f the state without the ability to use local property taxes to meet school needs, etc.

There have been sim ilar initiatives proposed since Prop 4, but we feel the landslide def.-at 
o f Prop 4 has discouraged other attempts to mandate statewide policy to communities.
HB 160 would essentially leave com m unities without a real ability to respond in the 
future and would likely open a floodgate for future initiatives that weaken your 
communities.

Executive Director

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org
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L o u ie  F lo ra

From: Milli Martin [millimom@xyz.net]
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2005 6:17 AM
To: Rep. Paul Seaton; Louie Flora
Subject: Re: HB160

Good M orning Paul and L ouie,

P le a se  oppose HB160. The i n t e n t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  w e ll m eaning, b u t i t  would s e r io u s ly  hamper 
m u n ic ip a l e f f o r t s  to  g e t  th e  p ro p e r  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  p u b lic  on b a l l o t  i s s u e s ,  and th e  
Kenai P e n in s u la  may have s e v e r a l  coming
ch a t we need  d e s p e r a te ly  to  be a b le  to  in fo rm  th e  p u b l ic  a b o u t. The
c u r r e n t  law  as  i t  s ta n d s  p r o h i b i t s  us from ta k in g  a s ta n d ,  p ro  o r  con, bu t 
e n a b le s  u s  to  p r o p e r ly  in fo rm  th e  p u b l ic .  That i s  p a r t  o f  ou r o b l ig a t io n  
to  th e  p u o l ic ,  in  my humble v iew .

P le a s e , p le a s e  oppose t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

Thank you,

M il l i  M artin  
P.O. Box 2652 
Homer, AK 99603

1
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R ep . P a u l  S e a to n

From: Jim Colver [surveyor@pobox.alaska.net]
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2005 4:47 PM
To: Rep. Paul Seaton
Cc: Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Jim Holm; Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Berta Gardner; Rep. Jim Elkins;

Rep. Max Gruenberg
Subjoct: HB 160 Bad for School Bonds

Members o f S ta t e  A f f a i r s  Com m ittee:

P r o h ib i t in g  a m u n ic ip a l i ty  from  p ro v id in g  in fo rm a tio n  on b a l l o t  i n i t i a t i v e s  i s  unw ise. 
Were th e  M at-Su Borough u n a b le  to  p ro v id ' in fo rm a tio n  on th e  p o r t  im provem ent bond in  
2003, we would n o t have p a sse d  a $10m bond f o r  ou r now p o r t .

As th e  f a s t e s t  grow ing com munity in  A laska , we have a g r e a t  demand f o r  new sc h o o ls  and 
ro ad s  -  l i k e l y  to  be p a id  fo r  by v o te r  approved bonds, and in fo rm a tio n  w i l l  need to  be 
p ro v id e d  to  th e  p u b l i c .  C oupled w ith  a lo c a l  ta x  cap , t h i s  b i l l  may doom c u r  fu tu r e  
sch o o l bonds and sc h o o l a p p r o p r ia t io n s .

P le a se  c o n s id e r  th e  im p ac ts  to  ou r k id s  and community b e fo re  moving t h i s  b i l l .  I  u rg e  you 
to  h o ld  i t  in  co m m ittee .

Jim  C o lv e r 
Deputy Mayor 
Mat-Su Borough

1
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L o u ie  F lo ra

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rep. Paul Seaton
Wednesday, April 13. 2005 4:28 PM 
Louie Flora 
FW : HB 160

Ian  L aing  
Rep. Paul S eaton  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S ta f f  
(907) 465-2689

 O r ig in a l  M essage--------
From: L inda Sw arner (m a i l to : ls w a rn e r@ a c s a la s k a .n e t]
S en t: Wednesday, A p r il  13, 2005 7:14 AM 
To: Rep. P au l S eaton  
S u b je c t:  HB 160

Thank you f o r  c o n s id e r in g  my th o u g h ts  a s  I  oppose HB 160 b eca u se  i t  p re v e n ts  governm ent 
from p ro v id in g  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  p u b lic  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  them to  make good p o l ic y  d e c is io n s  
on p u b l ic  i n i t i a t i v e s  such  a s  P ro p o s i t io n  4 , th e  s ta te w id e  s a le s  ta x  cap , in  2000.

As you know th e  c u r r e n t  law b a la n c e s  th e  n eed  f o r  governm ent to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t 
th e  im pact o f  i n i t i a t i v e s  to  th e  p u b lic  w ith  a p r o v is io n  th a t  any p u b l ic  money u sed  fo r  
t h i s  p u rp o se  must s ta n d  th e  p u b l ic  s c r u t in y  o f a s p e c i f i c  p u b l ic  a p p r o p r ia t io n  p ro c e s s  by 
lo c a l  o rd in a n c e .

P le a se  h e lp  u s , th e  lo c a l  governm ent and e l e c te d  o f f i c i a l s ,  p ro v id e  a c c u r a te  and c o r r e c t  
in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  v o te r s .  As a 17 y e a r  v e te r a n  o f p u b l ic  s e r v ic e  on th e  C ouncil I view  
th i s  a s  an unfunded m andate .

Linda Sw arner
C ity  o f  Kenai C ouncil

mailto:lswarner@acsalaska.net


Page 1 o f 1

L o u ie  F lo ra

From: Rep. Paul Seaton

Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2005 2:37 PM

To: Louie Flora

Subject: FW :HB160

Ian Laing 
Rep. Paul Seaton 
Legislative Stall 
(907) 465-2689

From: City Clerk [mailto:cityhall@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2005 12:07 PM 
To: Rep. Paul Seaton
Cc: Rep. Bill Sioltze; Rep. Vic Kohring; Rep. Mark Net man; Sen. Lyda Green;
Senator.Chalie.Huggins@legis.state.ak.us
Subject: HB 160

Dear Representative Seaton,

I am requesting that the House State Affairs Committee reconsider supporting HB160. I do not feel that it is in the 
best interest of our citizens. To not allow municipalities and school districts to spend money so that we may 
provide residents with all of the facts on any given issue is wrong. These residents pay your salaries and trust 
that you will vote for what is in their best interest. Clearly not allowing communities, as well as school districts the 
freedom to pass along information to them is not in their best interest.

Dale Adams, Mayor 
City of Houston 
P.O. Box 940027 
Houston, Ak.69697 
907-892-6869

4/13/2005

mailto:cityhall@mtaonline.net
mailto:Senator.Chalie.Huggins@legis.state.ak.us
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217 Second Street. Suite 200 • Juneau. Alaska 99801 

Tel (907)586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

April 12, 2005

Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
H ouse State Affairs Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Seaton and Committee,

AM L opposes HB 160 because it prevents government from providing inform ation to the 
public necessary for them to make good policy decisions on public initiatives.

The current law balances the need for government to provide information about the 
impact o f initiatives to the public with a provision that any public money used for this 
purpose must stand the public scrutiny o f  a specific public appropriation process by local 
ordinance.

A recent exam ple is “Prop 4 -  the statewide tax cap initiative” which the public 
overwhelm ingly defeated in 2000. Initially, public polling showed 70% support for the 
initiative. However, local governments and school districts across the state worked to 
provide information on the impact o f  a m andatory statewide property tax cap on schools, 
public safety, road maintenance, etc. With good information on impacts, this initiative 
was defeated in every election district in the state by a statewide average o f  70% against.

If local governments and school districts had not been able to participate by developing 
information and distributing it, many o f  your communities today would essentially be 
wards o f  the state without the ability to use local property taxes to meet school needs, etc.

There have been similar initiatives proposed since Prop 4, but we feel the landslide defeat 
o f  Prop 4 has discouraged other attempts to mandate statewide policy to communities.
HB 160 would essentially leave com m unities without a real ability to respond in the 
future and would likely open a floodgate for future initiatives that weaken your 
communities.

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org
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Rcvinor’* no tes. — Enacted as AS 15.56.11 ltd .
Renumbered in 1980 Renumbered agnir. in 1982.

Sec. 15.56.120. Election defined. [Repealed. § 4 ch 87 SLA 1996./

Sec. 15.56.130. T im e l im ita tio n . A prosecution for an  offense described in AS 15.05 
— AS 15.60 (Alaska Election Code) may not be m aintained unless it is begun within one 
year after the date of the election in connection with which the offense is alleged to have 
been committed. (§ 205 ch 100 SLA 1980)

R eviser’s no te* . — Enacted as AS 15.56.181 Re­
numbered in 1980.

Sec. 15.56.199. D efin itio n s . In this chapter.
(1) “election” includes a local election as defined in AS 15.60.010 in addition to a s ta te  

election;
(2) “knowingly” has the m eaning given in AS 11.81.900(a). (§ 3 ch 87 SLA 1996)

Effective da tes . — Section 3, ch 87, S1.A 1996, 
which enacted this section, took effect on September 
18. 1996.

C h a p t e r  5 7 .  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t .

/Repealed, § 232 ch 100 SLA I960. For current law. see A S  15.58.1

C h a p t e r  5 8 .  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t .

Section Section
10. Election pamphlet 60. Charges for space in pnmphlct
20 Contents of pamphlet 80. Distribution
30. Material to l>e filed by candidate 9 0 . Delegation by lieutenant governor
•10 Material to be uled Ny political parties
50. Information ard  recommendations on judicial 

officers

C o lla te ra l re fe re n c e  26 Am. Jur 2d, Elec- 29 C .1 S , Elect, ma. 117. l l f i i l i  
tions. & 1 et seq.

Sec. 15.58.010. E le c tio n  p a m p h le t. Before each sta te  gener d eleotiu*., the  lieuten­
an t governor shall prepare, publish, and mail a t least one election pam phlet to each 
household identified from the official registration list. The pam phlet shall be prepared on 
a regional basis as determ ined by the lieutenant governor. (§ 206 ch 100 SLA 1980; am 
§ 38 ch 85 SLA 1986)

Sec. 15.58.020. C o n te n ts  o f p a m p h le t. Each election pam phlet m ust contain
(1) photographs and campaign statem ents subm itted by eligible candidates for elective 

office in the region;
(2) information and recommendations filed under AS 15.58.050 on judicial officers 

subject to a retention election in the region;
(3) a map of the house district or districts of the region;
(4) sample ballots for house districts of the region;
(5) an absentee ballot application
<6i for each ballot proposition subm itted to the voters by in itiative or referendum  

petition or by the legislature.



§ 15.58.0:10 TIONS 772 773

<Ai the  full text of the proposition specifying constitutional or statu tory  provisions 
proposed to be affected;

< B) the ballot title and the sum m ary of the proposition prepsued by the director or by 
the lieu tenant governor;

<C a neu tral sum m ary of the proposition prepared by the Legislative Affairs Agency;
<D) sta tem ents subm itted th a t advocate voter approval or rejection of the proposition 

not to exceed 500 words;
<7) for each bond question, a statem ent of the scope of each project as it appears in the 

bond authorization;
<8) a maximum of two pages of m aterial submitt*. 1 by each political party;
(9) additional in ormation on voting procedures th a t the lieutenant governor considers 

necessary;
(10) for the question whether a constitutional convention shall be called,
<A) a ull sta tem ent of the qut tion placed on the ballot;
i B) sta tem ents not to exceed 500 words th a t advocate voter approval or rejection of the 

question;
(11) u^der AS 37.13.170, the Alaska perm anent fund annual income statem ent and 

balance sheet for the two fiscal years preceding the publication of the election pam phlet 
J§ 206 ch 100 SLA 1980, am § 1 ch 33 SLA 1983; um § 9 ch 63 SLA 1998; am § 65 ch 21 
SLA 2000)

E ffe c t o f  am endm en t s. —  The 1998 amendment, 
effective June 2, 1998, substituted “must" for “sha ll" in 
the introductory language, e Ided paragraph (11), and 
made related stylistic changes.

The 2000 amendment, effective April 28, 2000, 
substituted “ house district" for “election district" in 
paragraphs (3 ) and (4 ) and made a stylistic change.

Sec. 15.58.030. M a te r ia l to  be filed by c a n d id a te , (a) No later than  August 30 of 
a presidential election year, candidates for the offices of the United S tates President and 
Vice-President may file with the lieutenant governor photographs and statem ents 
advoca' ng their candidacy.

(b) No later than July 22 of a year in which a sta te  general election will be held, an 
individual who becomes a candidate for the office of United S tates senator, United S tates 
representative, governor, lieutenant governor, state  senator, or sta te  representative 
under AS 15.25.030 or 15.25.180 may file with the lieutenant governor a photograph and 
a statem ent advocating the candidacy. An individual who becomes a candidate for the 
office of United S tates senator, LInited States representative, governor, lieutenant 
governor, s ta te  senator, or sta te  representative by party petition filed under AS 15.25.110 
may file with the lieutenant governor a photograph and a statem ent advocating the 
candidacy w ithin 10 days of becoming a candidate.

(c) Each candidate for an office designated under (a) or (b) of this section is allowed one 
page of space in the pamphlet for a photograph and statem ent.

(d) Pages on which candidates' photographs or statem ents appear must be clearly 
identified with the words “provided and paid for by the candidate.”

(e) A candidate's s< ittm en t m ust be typewritten and is limited to a position .'tatem ent 
of 260 words or less and a biographical statem ent of 150 words or less.

if) A candidate's photograph m ust be 5" x 7" in size and m ust have been taken within 
the past five years. The photograph m ust be limited to the head, neck, and shoulders of 
the candidate. /Ml photographs shall be printed in black and white.

(g) No later than August 7 of the year in which the sta te  general election will be held, 
a person seeking retention in office as a justice or judge may file with the lieutenant 
governor a photograph and a statem ent advocating the candidacy. (§ 206 ch 100 SLA 
1980; am 39 — 41 ch 85 SLA 1986; am § 30 ch 67 SLA 1989; am § 20 ch 58 SLA 1995; 
am §§ 10 — 12 ch 63 SLA 1998, am § 74 ch 82 SLA 2000)

Effect o f amendment!
effective June 2, 1998, :i 
“July 15* in subsection <a > 
subsection id', a n d  in sub 
sentence and added I he h

Sec. 15.58.040. IV
of a year in which a s 
lieutenant governor 

lb) Each page pu. 
followed by the name 
and the nam e of the

Re v isor's notes. — In
“chairperson" war substiti 
dance with sec. 95(3), ch.

Sec. 15.5o.OuO. u
later than August 7 
judicial council shall 
about each suprem e 
district court judge w 
the evaluation of eac 
and shall contain a b 
suspension received 1 
evaluation. A statenu  
85 SLA 1986; am § £

Sec. 15.58.060. C
date shall pay to the 1 
the following:

(1) President or V  
States representative 
appeals judge, $300 i

(2) superior c o u rt,
(3) sta te  senator a
(b) The s ta te  chai 

lieutenant governor £ 
purchased.

(c) There is no cha 
council or for statems 
the voters for approv

Effect of am endm ents
effective June 21, 1996. in 
“$300" for “$150” in paragr

Sec. 15.58.070. Or,

Sec. 15.58.080. Di
the lieutenant goveri 
prepared for the regio 
from the director, the 

(b) The sta te  libra 
available to a blind v 
preparation of recordi 
SLA 2000)
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Tax c a p  
w a s  o n e  
b ig  f lo p
Voters across state 
rejected proposition
Ry RICHARD MAUER
Daily Mews reporter

T he la n d s lid e  d e fe a t  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  vax in i­
tia tiv e  w as  so  th o ro u g h  th a t it w as  a p p ro v e d  in 
on ly  se v e n  sm a ll , r u r a l  s e t t le m e n ts  am o n g  th e  
s ta te ’s  451 p re c in c ts .  A nd o f  th e  sev en , only 
o n e  w as in a n  a r e a  w h e re  p ro p e r ty  ta x e s  a re  
a c tu a lly  lev ied .

P re c in c t - b y - p r e c in c t  r e s u l t s  f ro m  T u e s ­
d a y ’s e le c t io n  ----------------------------------------- -
sh o w  th e  m e a -  ■  HOW THEY VOTEO: To 
s u r e  fa ile d  in  see a chart showing ho. 3ach 
e a c h  o f  th e  s t a t e ’s  State H >use district voted on 
40 H o u se  d is -  the property tax initiative, open 
t r ic ts , g e ttin g  n o  ,his s,orY a l www.adn.com.
m o re  th a n  38 p e r -  -------------------------------------------
c e n t o f  th e  v o te  in  K e tc h ik a n  an d  K odiak  an d  
losing  b y  a s  m u c h  a s  87 p e rc e n t  in th e  N o rth  
S lope B o ro u g h .

A m ong  A n c h o ra g e  p re c in c ts , th e  c lo se s t it 
c a m e  w as  34 .7  p e rc e n t  in  a n  E a g le  R iv e r 
p re c in c t, w h ile  its  b ig g e s t lo ss  w as  b y  85 p e r ­
ce n t in a  d o w n to w n  p re c in c t  a d ja c e n t to  th e  
P a rk  S trip . In  o n ly  o n e  o f  A n rh n r a g p ’t; 1ft 
H o u se  d is t r ic ts  d id  rhp  n » d rn p  helpw  70 
p e rc e n t ,  an d  th a t  w as  69.7 p e rc e n t  in  H ouse 
D is tr ic t  25, E a g le  R iv e r-C h u g iak .

S ta te w id e , v o te r s  r e je c te d  th e  ca p  161,803 to 
64,507, o r 71.5 p e rc e n t  to  28.5 p e rc e n t .

O nly  la s t M ay , U w e K u len k a , th e  orig inal 
sp o n so r  o f  th e  in itia tiv e , w as  p re d ic t in g  a h uge  
v ic to ry , w ith  o n ly  a  " re m o te  p o ss ib ility ” it 
w o u ld n ’t b e  a p p ro v e d .

" I t ’s ju s t  j; q u e s tio n  o f  how  c lo se  it w ill com e 
to  th e  P e rm a n e n t  F u n d  v o te ,” h e  sa id  th en , r e ­
fe r r in g  to  th e  1999 a d v is o ry  v o te  in w h ich  83 
p e rc e n t  o f  v o te r s  su p p o r te d  le a v in g  th e  d iv i­
d en d  p ro g ra m  a lo n e  vs. sp e n d in g  so m e  eam -

NEWS ARTICLE

http://www.adn.com
http://www.adn.com
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i property tax voted for cap
N O  E X C U S E S

‘ i ’m not going to sit here 
make excuses,” he said. "In politics, 
they stick you in your coffin and nail 
it shut and send you home. Well* -Tm 
home.”

Still the campaign raised  issues of 
taxation fairness and governm ent ef­
ficiencies that will rem ain on the 
table, Burke and Hall said.

The initiative failed in even the 
traditionally anti-tax, anti-govern­
ment areas of the M atanuska-Susit­
na and Kenai Peninsula boroughs. 
The closest m argins w ere in Hous- 
‘on, where it lost 53.8 percent to 46.2 
percent, and Ninilchik, Where it lost 
51.1 percent to 48.9 percent.

It was approved only in the tiny 
communities o f Chatanika, Liveri- 
good, Stony R iver, M anley H ot 
Springs, Central, Eagle and Clear, 
which arc  also m ostly strongholds of 
the Alaskan Independence Party , 
which endorsed the cap. Of those, 
only unincorporated Chatanika, 
which voted 15-13 for the cap, has 
property taxes from the Fairbanks- 
North Star Borough. Eagle, where it 
was approved 51-39, last levied a 1- 
mill tax in 1997.

Results w ere most lopsided in 
Valdez and the N n th  Slope Borough, 
which depend heavily on taxes

r v-vied on oil-producing property  and 
a£d *'-#'JU£* year aJfter y ear tax at or close

to the cu rren t limits. One Valdez 
precinct voted 85.8 percen t against 
the cap. Two Barrow precincts lined 
up at 92.! rnd 91.5 percen t in opposi­
tion. But the biggest m argin in the 
state was in Atmautlua«c, a tax-free, 
unincorporated Kuskokwim  D elta 
village that divided 2-81 — 2.4 p e r­
cent to 97.6 percent — against the 
cap/

Rural leaders had w arned that if 
the cap was approved, big-city politi­
cians would go looking for money at 
the Legislature and that would spell 
doom for tne Bush with its lim ited 
political clout.

Jim  Ayers, chief of s ta ff for Gov. 
Tony Knowles end a longtime ob­
server of Alaska politics, said the 
vote disproved the notion “that all 
that Alaskans want is their govern­
ment cut to get out of their lives —
and to get their Perm anent Fund div­
idend check. I think this shows that 
Alaskans are thinking people and 
that they care about their com m uni­
ty and what happens to other peo­
ple.” i

U Reporter Richard Matter can be reached 
at rmauer@adn.com.

mailto:rmauer@adn.com
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TAX CAP: Only one community with a prc
p  Continued from Page 8-1 |

said his main job was to sway the 
early  support fo r the m easure. “The 
first num ber I ever saw on this cam­
paign, it was m ore than 70 percent in 
support," Hall said.

"7. The opponents organized their ef- 
‘’■fort over the summer and began en- 

’ ' 'gaging the other side in debates that 
^'continued through the week before 
^T uesday 's election.

6 I’m not going to sit here and make excuses. In 
politics, they stick you in your coffin and nail it 
shut and send you home. Well, I’m home.9

— E d d ie  B u rk e , Tax C ap  Yes s p o k e s m a n

A ‘N O -W IN  S IT U A T IO N '
. • “As soon as people had tim e to sit 

' /down and see the im pact it would 
, ; have across the state, it was just a 
„ .no-win situation fo r everybody,” 
'.•Hall said.
•V . The initiative would have capped 

property  taxes a t 10 mills — an 8- 
„mill reduction for m ost of Anchor- 

r i  age — and prevented assessm ents 
H from  rising m ore than 2 percent a '••• 
p y e a r . It didn’t provide any alterna- 
}•' tive revenues to m ake up fo r the es­
t i m a t e d  $160 million that would have 
■'■U been lost statewide.
C :  At first, Kalenka said it w asn’t his 
C, job to solve the problem s his initia- 
t- .t iv e  created . But Tax Cap Ye3 x 

spokesman Eddie B urke said piopo- 
Ljnents concluded that such a course 
• *vas politically unfeasible, so they

m ade suggestions like m erging gov­
ernm ent agencies or adopting new 
taxes. - *

M ost pf their ideas w ere dis­
missed by the opposition as too little 
or too speculative to work. r.,yt;

“You can’t take all this money out 
without there being an effect," Hall 
said.

F U N D -R A IS IN G  D IS P A R IT Y  •
Anorhqr Tax Car Yes spokesman, 

fo rm er Anchorage Assemblym an 
Bob Bell, iatti ibuted the lopsided'de­
feat to t,he lopsided fund-raising con­
test between the sides.

“They had $300,000, an^ we,had 
$15,000," Bell said. Commercials 
produced by Hall’s Alaskans United 
Against the Cap went unanswered, 
Bell said, and that led to the defeat.

But public opinion surveys by An­
chorage pollster David Dittman 
show the initiative was in trouble

long before the commercials began 
ail ing in mid-October. While support 
for the initiative held steady around 
55 percent during the firs t six 
tnonths of the year, it began facing 
in mid-summer. By September, it 
was losing statewide, 46 percent 
against to 42 percent for, and falling 
fast, Dittman said.

On Friday, Bell was distancing 
himself from the initiative, though 
he had been one of its leading advo­
cates in public debates.

“I wasn’t in on drafting this thing. 
I came in after the fact,” he said. 
"The ’doing surgery with a chain 
saw’ was my quote,’’ he said of an oft- 
repeated criticism  of the cap. The 
cap should have been higher than 10 
mills and its implementation more 
gradual, Bell said. Still, he voted for 
it as the ‘ lesser of two evils," he said.

Burke was willing to accept de­
feat.

“I’m 
m ake e 
they st; 
it shut 
home."
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F I S C A L  N O T E

2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 160
() Publish Date: 2/18/2005

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: __________

Revision D ate /T im e (N o te  if correction):______________________Dept. Affected: Administration_______________
Title An Act limiting the use of money of_______________ RDU AK Public Offices Commission
____the state and its political.... Component AK Public Offices Commission
Sponsor Stolze__________________________________________  _____________________________
Requester House Commmunity & Regional Affair____________ Component No. 70

Expenditures/Revenues______________________________________(Thousands o f Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below_______________________
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants S Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I  I T

CHANGE IN REVENUES f ) I I I I \

FUND SOURCE______________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (S p ec ify  T y p e -D o  n o t a b b re v ia te )

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal: i

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This m easure will prohibit the state and its political subdivisions from expending funds in support of or 
opposition to ballot questions. Current law prohibits the expenditure of public m oney to support or oppose a 
candidate, but perm its the state and its political subdivisions to expend m oney in support of or opposition to 

a ballot question, if the funds are specifically appropriated for that purpose. M unicipalities and school 
districts will be most affected by this change. This bill will have no fiscal impact.

Prepared by: Brooke Miles, Director  Phone 907-276-4176
Division Alaska Public Offices Commission Date/Time 3/14/05 1:45 PM

Approved by: Mike Tibbies, Deputy Commissioner   Date 3/14/2005

A D M IN IST R A T IO N  F IS C A L  N O T E  Pa9e 1 of- 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 

TOTAL

Estimate of any cu-rent year (FY2005) cost: 0 0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2006 budget proposal 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This legislation has no fiscal impact on the division

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by 
Agency

Laura Glaiser, Director Phone 465-4611______
Date/Time 3/7/05 11 55 AM

Date 3/7/2005

Division of Elections

Laura A Glaiser. Director
Office of the I t finuernnr ni

20C5 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB160
() Publish Date _______

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: _____

Revision D .e/Time (Note if correction): Dept Affected___________ OOG
Title "An Act limiting the use of money of______________ RDU Elections__________
the state and its political su b d iv is io n s ._________________________ Component Elections__________
Sponsor Representative Stoltze__________________________  ___________________
Requester H(C&RA)_______________________________________CompcnentNo  22

ELECTIONS FISCAL N O T E



F I S C A L  N O T E

2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS IO N  Bill Version: CSHB 160(STA)
0 Publish Date: _____________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):____________________ Dept. Affected:__________q q g

Title “An Act limiting the use of money of the state and RDU Elections________
_______________ its political subdivisions to affect...'________________ Component Elections_________
Sponsor Representative Stoltze____________________________  _________________
Requester House State Affairs_______________________________ Component No. 21

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 n o 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES [ | | 7
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) f  |
FUND SOURCE______________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2006) cost: 0.0_____
Mark this box (X) if funding fo r this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposa l: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if nocessarv)
This legislation has no fiscal impact on the division.

Prepared by: Whitney Brewster. Director_____________________________________  Phone 465-2644
Division Division of Elections______________________________________________ Date/Time 1/27/2006, 8:51am

Approved by: Whitney Brewster, Director______________________________________  Date 1/27/2006_________
Agency Office of the Lt. Governor, Division of Elections___________________
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