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SPONE JR STATEMENT

House Joint Resolution 17, “Opposing Federal House Resolution 3283 The Federal

Lands Recreation Enhancement Act’,” expresses the desire of the Alaska State

Legislature.

The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act, also known as the Recreational Access
Tax, allows the Forest Service, Bureau Land Management, Fish and W ildlife Service,

N ational Park Service, and Bureau of Reclamation to charge fees for recreational use of
federally managed land by the general public. The U.S. House of Representatives never
approved H.R. 3283. It was never introduced, never had hearings, and was never

approved by the U.S. Senate, but was instead attached to the omnibus-spending bill H.R.

4818 as an appropriations rider. Once H.R. 3283 is enacted communities all across our

state will be gravely affected. Failure to comply with these “access fees” could result in

fines, criminal penalties, and possibly jail time!

The federal government is the largest landowner in Alaska, managing over 2/3’s of the

total acreage. These enclaves include national parks, wildlife refuges, national forests,

and other federal property.

If H.R. 3283 is ratified, all of Alaska will be greatly impacted. Approximately 80 million
acres of federally owned land has been set aside for public use. The concept of paying
fees to use public land is contrary to the idea that public land belongs to the people of the
state, and is land where every person is granted access and is welcome. What would
happen if the federal government started charging indefinite “access fees” to allow
admittance? Would we then be expected to pay a fee to walk along one of our beaches,

hike a trail surrounding one of our glaciers, or to simply step out into our backyard?

The Montana State Legislature passed a resolution calling on the U.S. Congress to repeal
H.R. 3283. The states of Colorado and Oregon also have resolutions in the works
opposing this Act. Today, we urge you to consider HJR 17. and call on the U.S.
Congress to abolish the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act.
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Date of Comm ittee Action:

The RESOURCES Committee considered: HJR 17

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 17 OPPOSE FEDERAL RECREATIONAL LAND USE FEE

Opposing the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act

Recommends it be replaced with [ JHCS or [ |—ITCS for_
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