


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

INTERIM prTg SESSION
50 Front Street Suite 416
Suite ZB State Capitol Building
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 Tun*MU, Alaska 99801

Phone 247"4672 otu: : -
prone () 2040 Phow: (607,463
REPRESENTATIVE JIM ELKINS

Sponsor Statement

House Jornt Resolution 160g oseﬁ the desrgnatron of an)( area in Alaska as a World Herrtage
Site, BrosP ere Reserve or any other type of International designation without the specific
consento th eA?s ka State Leqrslature [talso urgef the Unrte States Congresfs to pass and the
President tosrg grslatront at will require approval by and Act of Congress before any area In
the United States of Its territories can be nominated as'a World Heritage Site, Biosphere Reserve,
or any other type of international designation.

This resolution ur%es the Congress of the United States tq reaffirm the fower of Congress under
artrcle Iv section 3of the UnrtdSt?tes Constitution over mternatrona igements, Which concern
disposal, mana%ement and use of lands belonging to the United States. To protect State powers
not reserved tothe Federal Government under he Constrtutron fr c?m Federal action desr nating
dan spursuant t(f International a?reements Ensure that no Unite taées citizen sv ersaP/
Iminishment or loss of individual rights as a result of Federal actions designating lang sB suant
to International agreements for purposes of imposing restrictions on use of those” lands. Protect
Frrvate interests in real property from diminishment as a result of Federal actions designating

ands pursuant to international agreements.
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
Bullock
3/31/05
CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 16( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE Or THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE -FIRST SESSION
BY
Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE ELKINS

A RESOLUTION

1 || Opposing the designation of any area in the state as a world heritage site, biosphere

2 Il reserve, or any other type of international designation without the consent of the Alaska

State Legislature and affected local governments.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATF OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the United Nations has designated over 60 sites in the United States as
"world heritage sites" or "biosphere reserves,” which altogether are equal in size to the State
of Colorado, the eighth largest state; and

WHEREAS art. 1V, sec. 3, United States Constitution, provides that the United States
Congress shall make all needed rules and regulations respecting the territory or other property

belonging to the United States and nothing in the constitution shall be construed to prejudice

any claims of the United States or of any state; and

WHEREAS many of the United Nations' designations include private property

inholdings and contemplate buffer zones of adjacent land; and

WHEREAS some international land designations, such as those under the United

States Biosphere Reserve Program and the Man and Biosphere Program of the United Nations

- CSHJR 16( )
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, operate under independent national

committees such as the United States Man and Biosphere National Com mittee that have no

legislative directives or authorization from the United States Congress; and

WHEREAS local citizens and public officials concerned about job creation and

resource-based economies usually have no say in the designation of land near their homes for

inclusion in an international land use program; and

W HEREAS these international designations arc an open invitation to the international

community to interfere in domestic economies and land use decisions; and

WHEREAS environmental groups and the Uniteo States Department of the Interior,
N ational Park Service, have been working to establish an international park, a world heritage

site, and a marine biosphere resetve called Bering«a covering pans of western Alaska, eastern

Russia, and the Bering Sea; and

WHEREAS foreign companies and countries could wuse these international

designations in western Alaska to block economic development that they perceive as

com petition; and

WHEREAS animal right activists could use these international designations to

generate pressure to harass or block harvesting of marine mammals by Alaska Natives; and

WHEREAS these international designations could be used to harass or block

commercial activity, including pipelines, railroads, and power transmission Ir :s; and

WHEREAS the United States Department of the Interior, in cooperation with the

Federal Interagency Panel for World Heritage, has identified the Aleutian Island Unit of the

Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Cape

Krusenstem National Monument, Denali National Park, Gates of the Arctic National Park,

and Katmai National Park as likely to meet the criteria for future nomination as world heritage

sites; and

WHEREAS, under current law, the United States Secretary of the Interior can

nominate world heritage sites, and the United States Secretary of State can nominate

biosphere reserves, both without approval by the Congress;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature recognizes and reaffirms the

constitutional authority of the Congress as the elected representatives of the people over the

federally owned land of the United States; and be it

CSHJR 16( ) _ 2-
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FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature objects to the nomination
or designation of any site in Alaska as a world heritage site, biosphere reserve, or any other
type of international designation without the prior consent of the Alaska State Legislature and
affected local governments; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges the United States
Congress to pass and the President to sign legislation that will require approval by an Act of
Congress before any area in the United States or its territories can be studied as a potential, or
nominated to be, a world heritage site, biosphere reserve, or any other type of international
designation.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George W. Bush, President
of the United States; the Honorable Richard B. Cheney, Vice-President of the United States
and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Gale Norton, United States Secretary of the
Interior; the Honorable Condoleezza Rice, United States Secretary of State; the Honorable J.
Dennis Hastert, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Bill Frist,

M ajority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Harry Reid, Minority Leader of the U.S.

Senate; the Honorable Tom DelLay, Majority Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives;

the Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives; the

Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable

Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress; and, by

electronic transmission, all other members of the 109th United States Congress.

3. CSHJR 16( )
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HJR 16

() Publish Date:
evision Date/ Note if cgrrectlonl) . Affected: LIe islature
esignatrop of any area in g|

itle PIDO ng the ) Lﬁ 8oun0|l
e state as a world he a eS| |osp ere reserve, .. mponent; Coung bcomm|ttees
ponsor epresenta ve esSI0n_EXpenses
equestor  Hotise Resources ommlttee Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands Of DOllarS)

OPERATING EXPERDITURES ™" ™ Faoos  FYaoor  Fracos FYzees Feor  FYaow |
Travel e Mo 68 00 00 P i
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 00 0.0 CcO 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
N BTAL OPERATING 0.0 00 00 00 00 00 |
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year QFY2004jbcost 0.0
Check this hox (X) if funding for this bill is included In the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSlS (Attach a separata page if .iecessary)

This legislation has zero fiscal impact on the Legislative Affairs Agency.

Prepared by: Karla Schofield. Deputy Director Phone 465-6626
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/29/05 9:55 AM
Approved by: Pamela ‘arni, Executive Director Date 3/29/2005
Agency Legislative Affairs Agency

(Revised 9/2001 OMB) Page 1of 1
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9072763887 ROC ALASKA

Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resour\* Development

March 30,2005

Representative Jim Elkins
Alaska State House of Representatives
Juneau, AK 99802

RE: HJR 16: Oppose UN Land Designations in Alaska

Dear Representative Elkins:

On behalfof the Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC), | am writing to
support HJR 16 - Oppose UN Land Designations in Alaska.

RDC is a private, non-profit trade association representing individuals and companies from
each of Alaska's basic industries — oil and gas, mining, timber, tourism and fisheries. Our
membership also includes Native regional and village corporations, local communities and
organized labor. RDC's mission is to help grow Alaska’s economy through the responsible

development of the state's natural resources.

ANILCA created a vast network of conservation system units in Alaska. The federal
government currently lays claim to over 235 million acres in Alaska — 64 percent of the
state's total land mass. Over 58 million acres of this land is officially designated Wilderness,
giving Alaska 55 percent of the nation's total Wilderness lands. To put this number in
perspective, Alaska’s federally designated Wilderness lands are greater in size than each of
the following states: Florida, Illinois, Minnesota, New York and Washington. In addition,
the state of Alaska has created the largest slate park system in the union.

Because of this level of protection, the creation of additional world heritage sites, marine
biospheres, or international parks in Alaska is unnecessary. Such designations would
severely limit the economic potential of resource development projects throughout our great
state. Further, because of the “no more” clause of ANILCA, additional lands in Alaska are
prohibited from being added as conservation system units. RDC believes Alaskans are best
positioned to make decisions regarding our land and our resources. Therefore, we endorse the
intent of this resolution lo mandate the consent of the Alaska State Legislature and the U.S.
Congress prior to the establishment of future world heritage sites, biosphere reserves, or any

other tv- 2 of international designations.

Sincerely,

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL for Alaska. Inc.

Jason Brune
Projects Coordinator

121 West Rreweed Lane, Suit* 250, Anchorage. Alaska. 99503-7035
Phone: 907/270-0700 Fax: 907/270-3887 Email: Resou'Cttt"akrdoorg ~ Website: www.akrde.org

PAE 0121
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March 1,2005 Report Number 05.151

Billsor Resolutions Opposing the Creation of
International Parks, Biosphere Reserves, or

Heritage Sites

Prepared for Representative Jim Elkins

By Roger Withington, Legislative Analyst

You asked for information on international parks, hiosphere reserves or world heritage sites.
Specifically, VOU wished to know if there have been any hills or resolutions introduced in the
Alaska Legislature that oppose the establishment of such areas.

We searched the Alaska Legislature rinar status of gitis D00KS from 1975 through 2004 for any
Rroposed_laglslatlor] on the”establishment of international parks, biosphere reserves or world
eritage siteS. We identified four pieces of ]I%lglatmn that appear to oppose such establishment:
Senate Joint Resolution 41, introduced in 199; House Joint Resolution 66, passed in 19% as
Legislative Resolve 71; House Joint ' solution 52, passod in 1998 as Legislative Resolve 62,
and House Joint Resolution 15, passed in 1999 as Legislative Resolve 13

House Joint Resolution 66, introduced in Aﬁnl 199, and its companion legislation Senate Joint
Resolution 41, stated the Alaska State Legislature’s opposition to the™ authorization of an
American Heritage Areas Program, which had been considered by Congress. . The resolution
urged members of Alaska's Congressional delejg_;atmn_to oppose the authorization_end work to
aholish the Am?ncan Heritage Areas Program.I We mcIude_LegéséIatlve Resolve 71 (19%), as
Attachment A along with the Till history of House Joint Resolution 6.

House Joint Resolution 52. introduced in January 1958, stated the Alaska State Legislature’s
opposition to the, nomination or designation of any river in Alaska as an American Heri a888R|ver
under the American Heritage Rivers initiative. ‘We include Legislative Resolve 62 (1998), as
Attachment B, along with thé bill history of House Joint Resolution 52

* The American Heritage Areas Partnership Program Act of 1993 does not appear to have passed out of the United
States Congress. The Act was reintroduced 1994, with the same results. Please note that we could find no mention of

international parks, biosphere reserves or world hentage sites in the language of the Act.

907-465-3991 Alaska Legislator*

907-465-3908 (fax) Legislative Research S
w3 legis.slate, ak us/ResearctVresea.

Legislative Research Report



House Joint Resolution 15, introdyced in February 1999, stated, among other thmrgs, the Alaska
State Le%|slature's opposition to_the nomination, or designation of am.” World He |t_a?e Sites or
Biosphere Reserves in Alaska without the specific consent of the Alaska State Legisfature. - We
ggég?&tilaﬁgﬁatwe Resolve 13 (1999), as Attachment C along with the hill history of House Joint

| hope you find this irJf.orm?t_ion to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have
questions or need adaitional nformation.

Legislative ResearchReport(5.151 March 1.2005— Page?
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ttachment A

Legislative Resolve 71, Relating to opposing the American Heritage Areas
Program, Nineteenth Alaska State Legislature, 1996.

Bill history for Hi *e Joint Resolution 66, Relating to opposing the American
Heritage Are&s Program, Nineteenth Alaska State Legislature, 1996.

\F}esolveggo
Source Bill: HIR 66 am

LEGISLATIVE RESOLVE NO. 71 -Relating to opposing the American Heritage Areas Program.
BE ITRESOLVE YTHF LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA;

St g Era governme?t IS roposrng to aut orrﬁe an Amerrcabn Herrtage Areas
Pfrrt) raml atvvou esr%naeareaso the country and make those areas subject to IEgislation as part

3@5 egera/ groRgsa?H@abehngcu nvate roe rnvrt nd are intended to invite, the

destructron of prrvate aryw used by ederal agencies inconjunction with
e made under the Anerican Herita eAre S Pro ederal

e A,
ation tO& tFrJv r{gaatﬁ I'Oé)ml;% owners to r%%%trgrvvrthti rawt ellf a%? e%’[ll’e ?anialge‘mg

out nal [ope VO

Wl-fJ S e Natigna ark Sr?rvr%er%s evrsec? téh |abe erﬁ] t not esr nat%d"that

reatest alse rﬂpressront private pri r% ners econse uenc ? eing

eS| nate und pro fam esgrtete] ctthatt rse ount toa acto

esr nation un ert ro am because the government treatergr e ro f[BF

gglr nate pro ertyu de anguage sucn as, ThisActappliesto ™ an pr e treserg etobe so
E?\ the power to plan or zone private land is a power reserved to the states and the people

ofte
?]es it cI ims tothe contrayy, the cleaf intent and effect oft(he proposal would be to,
de facto rnvolvet ,L over%ment rn nning and zonin actrvrt

WHEREAS entto o erateo avor constrtutionally questionable lan
design ronsanef Iabe orvvh econserr%t/ren scannot'h %Hyspeeg dﬁ Inagvance gutvrhrch

a obein urr Us {0 rrvate rope na
o Eﬁlﬁ\ eAm rican er [\easlSl %ramabasrs In le rsIatronvvo reatly
facilita \M—I En nc ease the Intrusive desl n on and | rnmen rvate and
normr of some o ose ountarn ,ta rrrdor
unaccéptable

MISSISSI%J&I Rrver\}al ey Heritage Com or a hers emon trat S an Ingxcusanle

VED that he AIas a State Legrs oggoses the authorr(ﬁ lon of an American
emern ers of Alaska’ Con%ressronal elegation to oppose the
aut orization a ors i American Herrta eAeas dr Sr?ram

COPIE tis reso utron e sen t]boHon rable Ted Stevens and the Ho orabletﬁrank

He rtaeAreas [0 rma é
enators, and tne Honora n Young, U.S. Representative, memBerso e
L\\/Pasl?\lmegatron In Congress Y d
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PASSED CH RECONSIDERATION Y20 N-

RETURN TO I(O|_2 TRALISMIT TO GOVERNOR NEXT
11135 AM5/06/96

TRANSMITTED TO GOVERNCR
S/09 LEOIS RESOLVE 55

Ralating to opposing the American Heritage Areae Program,

SPONSOR(S): RULES

ENT STATUS: LEOIS RESOLVE 71 STATUS DATEI  6/06/96

JRN-DATE  JRN-PG
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4036 H
4037 H
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HIR 67

ACTION
READ THE FIRST TIME « REFERRAL(S)
STATE_AFFAIRS
TERL I e g o
NR ROBINSON. MILLIS '
ZR0 FISCAL NOTE_ 1H.8TA/LAA)
RULES TO CALENDAR
READ THE
AVINO 1
ADVANCED TO THIRD READING UNAN
READ THE THIRD TINVE HIR £6 AV
PASSED Y2C N7 E5 A2
KELLY NOTICE OF RECONSIDERATION
RBCONSIDERATION NOT TAKEN UP

TRANSMITTED TO ISI?/E
READ THE FIRST TI - RBFERRAL(S)

RES RPT  2DP 4NR

PREVIOUS H ZEHRO AN éH.STA/LAA)
RULES TO CALENDAR  5/4

READ THB SEOOND TIME

FAILED TO ADVANCE Y12 N7 El
THIRD_READING S/S CALENDAR
READ THE 'IHII\FéD TIME HR £6 AV

PASSED Y14
RETURN TO ;OH?S TRANSMIT TO GOVERNCR NEXT
&I]-LI]:_-O AVI6/05/96 TRANSMITTED TO GOVER\CR

D PERVANENTLY 6/06 LEOIS RESOLVE 71

Relating to transit lees imposed on United States fishin
18 9

vcssela™ by Canada.
SPONSOR(S):  RESOURCES

CURRENT STATUS: (HI RES
THEN FSH

STATUS DATE  4/30/96
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Attachment B

Legislative Resolve 62, Relating to the opposition to the designation of any rivers
in Alaska as American Heritage Rivers under the American Heritage Rivers
initiative, Twentieth Alaska State Legislature, 1998.

Bill history for House Joint Resolution 52, Relating to the opposition to the
designation of any rivers in Alaska as American Heritage Rivers under the
American Heritage Rivers initiative, Twentieth Alaska State Legislature, 1998.

\F}eesaorlve: | 062
Source Bl ]Eg%BSCS HIR 52(RES)

Relating to opposition to the designation of any rivers in Alaska as American Heritage Rivers under the
American I-?e)ﬁtage ?elvers |n|t|a1|\% Y ’

BEIT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
Amencan I-FAtSa the Presicent of the United States has by Executive Order 13061 created the

R|vers |n|t| |ve and
iwr%w |at|ﬁ ear Itovvs Jocal rlver community to nominate its river for designation by the

Pres] entas an erican eg; iver and
desi ate d =i rSt g n|g|t|a1t|ve provides no meaningful protection of state or private property along
EREAS the |n|t|at|vecreates a new layer of feeral bureaucracy and engages 12 federal

agenE%llEe?T"EQIItESSImIP\/eEert]h t the Alaska State Le islature opposes any attempg by the federal
%?virnmerg {0 further des?gnateoafaybefstatep pert%&aska or tg ﬁljrteh P * d%rg\?zep Hm land in

FURTHERIRS SOLVEDth«| the Alaska StEEe Le IS ature F%%snecsatnh nomm on or (lesi natlon

ofany river InAlaska as an Am r| Heritage River tnder the |v rs |n|t1
8 (ﬁ es&luﬂons esent A norgb Inton re3| toft eUnlt

gteaggts t eeHI-CI)(? 0532% e Str oot F]1 rmfIJ%%_ Fg?SI 82%? Ptrr(])eTlemteo 2 ?ﬁeand resha(teg g eHo rable

Nevvt%m rch, eaker(fl‘0 We Ulé House o?% Hres ntat|v£J Iga leen A NigeGntX 1’wawoﬁ]
EnV|r nmenta an to the Honoraple Te Stevens and the Honora eFraP

Mjaskmg% tors eHonorabe Don Young, U.S. Representative, members orthe

egat|on |n ongress



8 READ TIB TVIKD TIME = 8CS CSHMI 51 (RES)

iger B BB Braeth)
i)
4/17/9S 3344 * ana, liman, taylor, duncan, adams.
4/17/9S 3344 LIMOOLM I—[FHVM MARD, MACKIE, DONLEY,
4/17/98 3344 S SHARP &
4/17/98 3344 PASIRD Y20 N-
4/17/98 3344 TVaNSMITTED TO lﬁlg AS AVENCEHD
4/1S/98 30(7 HAD UNDER UNFINISHED BUSINESS
4/20/98 3121 GONOR AM OF (8) YS9 AL
4/27/98 3297 2:30 PM 4/24/98 TTED TO QOVERNCR
5/09/91 34(4 PERVANENTLY FILED 5/S  LEOIS RESOLMVE (1

HR 52

SCS HIR 52(RES) L . . . .
Relating” co opposition co tbs designation of any rivara in
Alaaka aa_American Haritaga Rivara  under the American

Haritaga Rivara initiative.
SPONSORIS) : REPRESENTATIVE(8) JAMES,Barnes, Therriault, Auaterman,Ogan

Green,Kodgina,Rokeberg, Williams.Ryan; SENATOR Pearce,Kelly,Har
Ha(ﬁord.s garp,Tay‘ior,g‘orgerson,O aan, Leman, M |ﬁ?ir y

CURRENT STATUS: LEOIS RESOLMVE (2 STATUS DATE.  5/06/96

THE B 0 mone TN - s
1/24/96 2132 H )
2127198 2450 H RES RPT_ SOP
%%33 %ﬁgg DR e TR JOULE ‘
2/127/9f 2450 Z5R0 FISCAL NOTE .RES)

3/27/91 2771 RULES TO CALENDAR  3/27/98
3/27/98 2771 READ THE SEOOND TIME
3/27/98 2771 ADVANCED TO THIRD READING UNAN CONSENT
3/27/98 2771 H READ THE THIRD TIVE HIR 52
080 A W el GoaN GREN, HODGINS
3/37/98 2074 H ROKER (V?/ILLIANB ’
50 e 1 MR R cemeas
3/30/98 3048 S) ©
4/07/98 3179 S RES RPT SCS 6DP INR SAVE TITLE
4/07/98 3179 8 DP. HALFORD, TAYLOR SHARP,
4/07/98 3179 8 [ H NR: ~LINCOLN
4/07/96 3180 S Fg 7ERO H.RES)
4/18/96 3364 S _iﬂEs TO AR’ 4/18/98
4/16/98 3365 READ THE SEOOND TIVB
4/18/98 33(6 S RES SCS_ADCPTED UNAN
4/16/98 3366 S ADVANCED TO THIRD READING UNAN CONSENT
4/18/98 33(6 S READ THE_THIRD TIME_ SCS HIR 52 (RES
4/18/96 33(6 S CROSS SPONSOR(S)_i_ KELLY,
MR BN SR
4/16/98 3366 R@ Y15
4/18/98 3370 S TRANSMITTED TO ,@ AS AVENDED
4/18/98 3067 HELD UNDER UNFINISHED BUSINESS
2/58;33 %%g QNAR AVl OF (S)” Y32 N7 Al
4/23/98 3232 10:23 AV 4/23/98 TRANSMITTED TO GOVER\CR
5/09/96 3(66 PERVANENTLY FILED 5/S  LEOIS RESOLVE 62
HR 53
HR S3 AVIS

Relating to aupport for federal lagialation providing for
the continuation of the University of Alaaka by the
conveyance of federal land to the university.



ttachment C

Legislative Resolve 13, Relating to support for the "American Land Sovereignty
Protection Act" in the United States Congress, Twenty-first Alaska State
Legislature, 1999.

Bill history for House Joint Resolution 15, Relating to support for the "American
Land Sovereignty Protection Act" in the United States Congress, Twenty-first
Alaska State Legislature, 1999.

R%saolve: | R013
gource E(IQ:QCSHJRIS(RES)
Relating to support for the "American Land Sovereignty Protection Act" inthe United States Congress

BE ITRESOLVED BY THE LEGIS OF THE STATE OF
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CSHIR 15 (RES)
Relating to support for the "American land Sovereignty
Protection Act" in the united States Ocngress.
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Congratulating the gweuinau and the people of the new

Canadian territory of Nunavut.
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D angers of D esignations

R egional, Federal, State and International Land-Use Intrusions

National/American Heritage Areas, UN Biosphere Reservesand UN World Heritage Sites

Myths Reality

Congressional bills and federal laws for National or American Heritage Areas
require a contract between the state government regional entity and the U.S.
Secretary ot Interior to manage the land-u«e of the region for preservation.
This means federal control of zoning, eithei irectly, by the terms of the "man-
agement compact,” or indirectly, by the use of funds dispensed by preservation
agencies to influence zoning under a seductive porkbarrel system, the iron-
clad zoning is enforced locally, with home-rule seemingly preserved, but pri-
vate property owners' rights diminished and locally generated land-use pat-

terns foreclosed.

The Designation of National American
Heritage Areas is merely honorary and has
no regulatory power.

The preponderance of research (published in specialized journals) about Bio-
sphere Reserves is about "restoring™ rural areas so that human influence on
nature is eliminated. The "international significance™" of the designated region
is trumpeted by the national environmental groups to lobby for government
land acquisition and more "environmental™ restrictions on land-use.

The designation of UN Biosphere Re-
serves isfor research and education only.

Exactly what people feared happened near Yellowstone National Park, which isa
World Heritage Site. When environmentalists acting in conjunction with the Clinton
Administration persuaded UNESCO to declare the park a "World Heritage Site
in Danger," United Nations officials flew to the U.S. from Paristo complain about
a gold 8c copper mine that was planned outside the park, but inside an area the
environmentalists call "Greater Yellowstone.” President Clinton himself then
slopped the environmental impact review required under the National Environ-
mental Protection Act (NEPA) from being completed and disapproved the mine
based on the UN World Heritage Committee’s recommendation.

The designation of UN World Heritage
Sites does not bringforeign influence over
land in the United States.

If the stated purpose of tourism succeeds for the National Heritage Areas, of
which over 200 are proposed (encompassing much of the West, the entire 2,500-
mile Mississippi River and adjacent counties, and most of the land east of the
Mississippi), the United States will theoretically become one vast "heritage"
tourism complex, to the detriment of productive, less "beautiful” industries,
agriculture and forestry. In addition, for Biosphere Reserves and World Heri-
tage Sites to be successful, areas must be off-limits to hunting, and many roads
used by hunters and tourists closed. Tourism isone of the first sectors to suffer
from recessions and depressions. Much tourism isboth weather-dependent and
seasonal, and tourism jobs are predominately low-paid. The only things that
are "sustainable" are the views that new restrictions protect. Flexibility to re-
spond economically is lost. Most communities cannot afford to focus a large
part of their resources on their past heritage. Communities with sagging econo-
mies become run down and uninviting. Preservation zoning and lack of jobs
force ordinary people to move away, whereby wealthier people may move in
and gentrify the area without generating a productive local economy.

The designations are to promote tourism.

W hen state and local elected officials in New York learned from property rights
activists about the secret proposal to designate the Catskill Mountains Biosphere
Reserve, they were angry, and the application ultimately had to be withdrawn
from the U.S. Department of State. Biosphere Reserve applications are usually
done secretly, and local people and their elected representatives excluded from

information.

According lo United Nations testimony be-
fore Congress, local officials are always con-
sulted before Biosphere Reserves are pro-
posed.

Over...

PROPERTY RIGHTS FOUNDATION OF.AMERICA, INC., Carol W LuC
Concern Statements



bangers o f D tions continued

M yths

UN Biosphere Reserves and World
Heritage Sites are approved only after
public hearings and Congressional vote.

TheBiosphere Reserve and WorldH eri-
tage Site programs have potentially little
impact on government or private property.

UN Biosphere Reserves and World
Heritage Site designations present no threat
to American sovereignty.

Available from

Reality

The U.S. Congress failed to pass the legislation (H.R.2379) to establish the Bio-
sphere Reserve system when it was proposed in 1983. The World Heritage Con-
vention was ratified by the U.S. Senate in 1973. Working in conjunction with the
National Park Sendee, the Department of State does not consult Congress be-
fore designating individual Biosphere Reserves or World Heritage Sites. Nei-
ther of these agencies, nor Congress, holds public hearings and no Congres-
sional vote takes place before the UN sites are designated.

There are 47 Biosphere Reserves and 20 World Heritage Sites in the United
States. The designations involve not only government, but private property. The
largest Biosphere Reserve in the U.S. isthe 10-million acre, secretly designated
Champlain -Adirondack Biosphere Reserve. Private landowners were not noti-
fied and their permission was not granted for the designation, but environmen-
tal groups quickly publicized it among their members, who thereupon lobbied
for stricter environmental regulations of the private land in the region. Official
goals for "core" and "buffer" regions of Biosphere Reserves and for World Heri-
tage Sites are not consistent with the continued population of the regions.

"l think it perfectly understandable that people are concerned that when you
set up a program, when you give it a designation, where you as international
authorities recognize it, the implication is that down the road when there are
conflicts, somebody's going to be leaned on, and the authority for this, at least
the moral authority for this, will be an invocation of some very dubious interna-
tional authority."” - Dr.Jeremy Rabkin, Associate Professor, Cornell Uni-
vcersity, from testimony before the U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Re-
sources Sept. 12, 1996, on the American Land Sovereignty Protection Aa.

For up to 10 additional copies of Dangers o f Designations

the Property Richts Foundation of America: at no charge, and additional infci motion contact:
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TheNationalPark Service, No. 2- UNESCO Biosphere

The Property Rights Foundation ofAmerica, Inc.
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The Property Rights Foundation of America, Inc. isa
national, New York-based not-profit organization
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guaranteed in the United States Constitution.

The Foundation publishes Positions on Property ($25.00
yearly), a quarterly journal of information, analysis and
$6.00p.pd. ideas on private property rights, and the New York Property

Rights Clearinghouse ($25.°° yearly), a quarterly
newsletter of current information on property rights
across New York and the Northeast.
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