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Rep. John Him* 
Rep. Peggy WiUoo 
Rep. Jim Elkins 
Rep. Maty Kapsaer 
Rep. Woodie Salmon

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g is l a t u r e

Stale Capitol. Room 124 

Juneau. A K  99801-1132 

Cn-Chahn 

Sep. GalrteOa LeOouz 

(907) 465-2487 PAX 465-4956 

Rep. BUI Thome* 

(907)465-3732 PAX 465-2652

HOUSE SPECIAL C O M M ITTEE ON FISHERIES

SPONSOR STATEM ENT  
H J R  15

“ R e la t in g  tc o pen  o cean  aquacu ltu re  in  the fe d e ra l e x c lu s iv e  e c o n o m ic  z o n e ”

O pen Ocean Aquaculture (OOA) is a concept that concerns many Americans who are involved 
in the seafood business and w hose com munities depend on the economic strength o f the 
com m ercial fishing industry. This new method o f seafood production has been under 
developm ent for a  num ber o f years, and there is pending federal legislation drafted by the 
D epartm ent o f Comm erce that would establish a program allowing OOA in federal waters.

In response to many environm ental, economic and social concerns, Alaska enacted legislation in 
1990 that prohibits finfish farm ing in state waters. This prohibition has enabled the Alaska 
fishing induss y  to differentiate itself in the global seafood market. O ur nam e is associated with 
natural, healthy and safe seafood that has inherent quality because it is not artificially raised with 
antibiotics, artificial coloring and industrial fish food. A laska’s relative market share o f seafood 
has dim inished with the massive increases in fanned fish production, but our products have 
excellent nam e recognition and often occupy high value niches in the market. Our com m itm ent 
to w ild fisheries is beginning to pay dividends to our industry and the state, as some prices that 
dipped to severely low levels are showing strong signs o f recovery.

HJR 15 recognizes that the Alaska Legislature is com mitted to ensuring the biological and 
econom ic health of our fisheries and the social and economic well-being o f our com munities. It 
requests that the U.S. Congress require any federal proposal to authorize OOA to undergo a 
legislative environmental impact statement. It also asks that the North Pacific Fisheries 
M anagem ent Council be involved in any proposals regarding OOA. This is critical in that the 
Council was established to regulate the fisheries o f the G ulf o f Alaska and Bering Sea. It is 
essential that the Council, which generally has so well managed Alaska’s federal fisheries, be a 
part o f any discussion o f OOA proposals.

Representative GabrielleJLcDouxfficgis.statc.ak.us 
Representative B ill Thomas@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Thomas@legis.state.ak.us


R elating lo open ocean aq u a c u ltu re  in the federal exclusive econom ic /one.

BE IT  RESO LV ED  BY T H E  LEG ISLA TU R E O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H EREA S Alaska wild fish slocks are healthy and sustainable, in large part due to a 

strong gene pool and Alaska's history of sound fisheries management, clean water, and habitat 

protection; and

W H EREA S Alaska com mercial, subsistence, and recreational fisheries are managed 

to achieve the stale's constitutional mandate of sustained yield; and

W H EREA S the State of A laska enacted legislation in 1990 iO prohibit finfisli farming 

in state waters; and

W H EREA S there are numerous outstanding issues and concerns regarding the social, 

economic, health, and environmental consequences of farmed fish, both in state and federal 

waters; and

W H EREA S open net cage fish farming poses persistent risks to the health of the 

marine resources of Alaska; and

W H EREA S there are patents pending to cuitivate and introduce genetically modified 

fish into open waters which will pose a direct threat to wild stock fisheries; and
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W H ER EA S salmon farming has had severe economic impacts on coastal 

communities in Alaska as demonstrated by significantly lower prices for wild salmon 

fisheries products; and

W H ER EA S Alaska coastal communities and fishing families rely on the health of 

wild fish stocks for a strong ec iomy; and

W H ER EA S global markets increasingly demand natural seafood products harvested 

sustainably from a clean environment; and

W H EREA S the seafood industry in Alaska has developed strong name recognition in 

the marketplace for wild, natural, and healthy seafood products; and

W H ER EA S successful seafood marketing depends on product differentiation and 

Alaska’s untarnished name is its greatest asset in the global market; arid

W H ER EA S the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is promoting 

legislation to permit open ocean aquaculture in federal waters from three to 200 miles 

offshore o f the states; and

W H ER EA S the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and M anagement Act 

provides for input from fishermen and coastal communities through regional fishery 

management councils; and

W H ER EA S the proponents of federal open ocean aquaculture and members of the 

ocean aquaculture industry have not satisfactorily demonstrated that this activity will not be 

detrimental to the ocean resources and to the economy of Alaska coastal communities; and

W H ER EA S G overnor Frank H. Murkowski has proposed a five-year moratorium un 

all permitting, leasing, or development of ocean pen-reared shellfish and finfish in the federal 

exclusive economic zone off Alaska;

BE IT  R E SO L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature is committed to ensuring that 

open ocean aquaculture does no harm to ecosystem integrity, to existing wild fisheries, or to 

the social and economic well-being of Alaska coastal communities; and be it

FU R T H E R  R ESO LV ED  that the Alaska State Legislature opposes open ocean 

aquaculture for finfish and predatory shellfish in the waters off Alaska; and be it

FU R T H E R  R ESO L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully urges 

Congress to prohibit the issuance of any license to permit an aquaculture facility that imports 

exports, possesses, cultivates, sells or otherwise handles genetically modified fish in the
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federal exclusive economic zone or has access to open waters; and be it

F U R T H E R  RESO LV ED  that the Alaska State Legislature supports the regional 

fishery management councils under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act and respectfully requests that the councils be granted authority over any 

proposals regarding open ocean aquaculture in federal waters; and be it

F U R T H E R  RESO LV ED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the 

United States Congress to require any federal proposal to authorize open ocean aquaculture in 

the federal exclusive economic zone to undergo a legislative environmental impact statement, 

as required by law.

C O P IE S  of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George W. Bush, President 

of the United States; the Honorable Ted Stevens, President Pro Tempore o f the U.S. Senate 

and member o f the Alaska delegation in Congress; the Honorable J. Dennis Hastert, Speaker 

of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Carlos Gutierrez, United States Secretary 

of Commerce; and the Honorable Lisa Murkowski U.S. Senator, and the Honorable Don 

Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________ Dept. Affected: Legislature
Title Relating lo open ocean acquaculture in the ~ BRU Legislative Council
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HJR 15

0 Publish Date: ___________

Expenditures/Revenues ^   (Thousands of Dollars)
N ote: A m o u n ts  d o  not include inflation u nle ss otherw ise n oted below .

'fXDCD a Tiki A EVBCuniTiibe*------------------------------------------------- ev> oaA.6 p *Aatin6  e x p e n d it u r e s " FY 2006 -  FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 |
Personal Services 0.0 6.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0Travel 0.0 Oif 0.0 0.0 tro 0.0"
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 |
|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 |
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I 0.0 0.0 0 .0 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 I
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate o f any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding fo r th s bill Is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 
POSITIONS
Full-time 1
Part-time
i ernporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

This legislation has zero fiscal impact on the Legislative Affairs Agency.

Prepared by: Karla Schofield, Heputy Director
Division Administrative Services

Phone 465-6626

Date/Time 3/7/05 1:34 PM

Approved by: Pamela Vami, Executive Director 
Agency Legislative Arfairs Agent /______

Date 3/7/2005
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Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page i f  necessaiy)
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Prepared by:
Division
Approved by: 
Agency
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Legislative Liaison Date/Time 3/8/05 4:54 FM
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D e a r  R e p re s e n ta tiv e  T h o m a s ,

U n ite d  F ish e rm e n  o f  A la s k a  (U F A )  re p re s e n ts  th ir ty -o n e  A la s k a  c o m m e rc ia l  f is h in g  
g ro u p s  a n d  h u n d re d s  o f  in d iv id u a l f is h c tm c n , c r e w  m e m b e rs  a n d  r e la te d  b u s in e s s e s .  
U F A  s u p p o r ts  H o u s e  J o in t  R e s o lu tio n  15 a s  a  c le a r  s ta te m e n t to  c o n g r e s s  f ro m  tb e  S ta te  
o f  A la s k a  r e g a rd in g  th e  p o te n tia l  e n v iro n m e n ta l a n d  e c o n o m ic  th r e a t  o f  f is h  f a rm s  in  

fe d e ra l w a te rs .

U F A  s h a re s  th e  p o s it io n  in  H J R  15, th a t  a n y  m a n a g e m e n t o f  a n y  o f f s h o re  a q u a c u l tu re  b e  
u n d e r  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  re g io n s !  f is h e ry  m a n a g e m e n t c o u n c ils .  U F A  a ls o  s u p p o r ts  th e  
r e q u ir e m e n t o f  a  le g is la t iv e  e n v iro n m e n ta l  im p a c t s ta te m e n t  o n  a n y  fe d e ra l le g is la t io n  
th a t  w o u ld  a l lo w  f is h  f a rm s  in  d ie  E x c lu s iv e  E c o n o m ic  Z o n e  o f f  U .S . W a te rs .

R e sp e c tfu lly ,

h fa J 'O l/b  2
'M a r k  D . V in sc l 
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  

H O U S E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

Representative Jay Ramras 
Co-Chairman 

(907) 465-3004 
Fax:(907)465-2833 

Rcprcsentative_Jay_Ramras@lcgis.state.ak.us

119 N. Cushman St.. Suite 213 
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Representative Ralph Samuels 
Co-Chairman 

(907)465-2095 
Fax: (907)465-3810 

Rcprcsentativc_Ralph_Samuels@legis.state.ak.us

716 W. 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501

S ta te  C a p i to l ,  J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

F a x

T o :  G e o r g e  U te r m o h le  

F a x  # : < 2 0 3 . ^ N u m b e r  o f  p a g e s  in c lu d in g  c o v e r :  1

F m : J im  1

C c :

D a te :  M a r c h  2 1 ,  2 0 0 5 ,  2 :5 9  P M

R e : A m e n d m e n ts  to  H J R  15 2 4 - L S 0 6 3 1 \Y _______________________________________________

P le a s e  m a k e  th e  f o l lo w in g  c h a n g e s  to  th e  a b o v e  r e f e r e n c e d  r e s o lu t io n  a n d  r e tu r n  a s  a 
R e s o u r c e s  C S .

P a g e  2 , L in e  2 8

D e le te :  “ in  th e  w a te r s  o f f  A la s k a ”

P a g e  3 , L in e  9  

D e le te  “ la w ”

I n s e r t  “  th e  N a t io n a l  E n v i r o n m e n ta l  P o l c y  A c t”

Th e information contained in this fax is C O N FID E N TIA L  and/or privileged. This fax is intended to be reviewed initially by 

only the individual nam ed above. If the reader of this transmittal page is not the intended recipient or a representative of 
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified tnat any review, dissemination, or copying of this fax or the information 

contained herein is prohibited. If you have received this fax in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone 
and return this f i x  to the sender at the above address.
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