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HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

SPONSOR STATEMENT
HIR 15

“Relating tc open ocean aquaculture in the federal exclusive economic zone”

Open Ocean Aquaculture (OOA) is a concept that concerns many Americans who are involved
in the seafood business and whose communities depend on the economic strength of the
commercial fishing industry. This new method of seafood production has been under
development fora number of years, and there is pending federal legislation drafted by the
Department of Commerce that would establish a program allowing OOA in federal waters.

In response to many environmental, economic and social concerns, Alaska enacted legislation in
1990 that prohibits finfish farming in state waters. This prohibition has enabled the Alaska
fishing indussy to differentiate itself in the global seafood market. Our name is associated with
natural, healthy and safe seafood that has inherent quality because it is not artificially raised with
antibiotics, artificial coloring and industrial fish food. Alaska’s relative market share of seafood
has diminished with the massive increases in fanned fish production, but our products have
excellent name recognition and often occupy high value niches in the market. Our commitment
to wild fisheries is beginning to pay dividends to our industry and the state, as some prices that
dipped to severely low levels are showing strong signs of recovery.

HJR 15 recognizes that the Alaska Legislature is committed to ensuring the biological and
economic health of our fisheries and the social and economic well-being of our communities. It
requests that the U.S. Congress require any federal proposal to authorize OOA to undergo a
legislative environmental impact statement. It also asks that the North Pacific Fisheries
Management Council be involved in any proposals regarding OOA. This is critical in that the
Council was established to regulate the fisheries of the Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea. It is
essential that the Council, which generally has so well managed Alaska’s federal fisheries, be a
part of any discussion of OOA proposals.

Representative GabrielleJLcDouxfficgis.statc.ak.us
Representative Bill Thomas@legis.state.ak.us


mailto:Thomas@legis.state.ak.us

Relating lo open ocean aquaculture in the federal exclusive economic /one.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS Alaska wild fish slocks are healthy and sustainable, in large part due to a

strong gene pool and Alaska's history of sound fisheries management, clean water, and habitat

protection; and
WHEREAS Alaska commercial, subsistence, and recreational fisheries are managed

to achieve the stale's constitutional mandate of sustained yield; and

WHEREAS the State of Alaska enacted legislation in 1990 iO prohibit finfisli farming

in state waters; and
WHEREAS there are numerous outstanding issues and concerns regarding the social,

economic, health, and environmental consequences of farmed fish, both in state and federal

waters; and
WHEREAS open net cage fish farming poses persistent risks to the health of the

marine resources of Alaska; and
WHEREAS there are patents pending to cuitivate and introduce genetically modified

fish into open waters which will pose a direct threat to wild stock fisheries; and
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WHEREAS salmon farming has had severe economic impacts on coastal

communities in Alaska as demonstrated by significantly lower prices for wild salmon

fisheries products; and
WHEREAS Alaska coastal communities and fishing families rely on the health of

wild fish stocks for a strong ec iomy; and

WHEREAS global markets increasingly demand natural seafood products harvested
sustainably from a clean environment; and

WHEREAS the seafood industry in Alaska has developed strong name recognition in
the marketplace for wild, natural, and healthy seafood products; and

WHEREAS successful seafood marketing depends on product differentiation and

Alaska’s untarnished name is its greatest asset in the global market; arid

WHEREAS the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is promoting
legislation to permit open ocean aquaculture in federal waters from three to 200 miles
offshore of the states; and

WHEREAS the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act

provides for input from fishermen and coastal communities through regional fishery

management councils; and

WHEREAS the proponents of federal open ocean aquaculture and members of the
ocean aquaculture industry have not satisfactorily demonstrated that this activity will not be
detrimental to the ocean resources and to the economy of Alaska coastal communities; and

WHEREAS Governor Frank H. Murkowski has proposed a five-year moratorium un
all permitting, leasing, or development of ocean pen-reared shellfish and finfish in the federal
exclusive economic zone off Alaska;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature is committed to ensuring that
open ocean aquaculture does no harm to ecosystem integrity, to existing wild fisheries, or to
the social and economic well-being of Alaska coastal communities; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature opposes open ocean
aquaculture for finfish and predatory shellfish in the waters off Alaska; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully urges
Congress to prohibit the issuance of any license to permit an aquaculture facility that imports

exports, possesses, cultivates, sells or otherwise handles genetically modified fish in the
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federal exclusive economic zone or has access to open waters; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports the regional
fishery management councils under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act and respectfully requests that the councils be granted authority over any
proposals regarding open ocean aquaculture in federal waters; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the
United States Congress to require any federal proposal to authorize open ocean aquaculture in
the federal exclusive economic zone to undergo a legislative environmental impact statement,
as required by law.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George W. Bush, President
of the United States; the Honorable Ted Stevens, President Pro Tempore of the U.S. Senate
and member of the Alaska delegation in Congress; the Honorable J. Dennis Hastert, Speaker

of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Carlos Gutierrez, United States Secretary

of Commerce; and the Honorable Lisa Murkowski U.S. Senator, and the Honorable Don

Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

211 Fax™ o***( &« "0
Jwmu,AiartM w o i-n

(907) 999-2920

(907) 49*4949 Faa
E-Malt uteOul* Ceh.Ofq
www.ula-9ah.org

March 8,2005

Representative Bill Thomas, Co-Chair
House Special Committee on Fisheries
Alaska State legislature

State Capitol (Mail Stop 3100)

Juneau AK 99801*1182

Dear Representative Thomas,

United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA) represents thirty-one Alaska commercial fishing
groups and hundreds ofindividual fishctmcn, crew members and related businesses.
UFA supports House Joint Resolution 15 as a clear statement to congress from the State
of Alaskaregarding the potential environmental and econom ic threat o f fish farms in

federal waters.

UFA shares the position in HJR 15, thatany managementofany offshore aquaculture be
underthe authority ofthe regions! fishery management councils. UFA also supports the
requirementofa legislative environmental impact statementon any federal legislation
that would allow fish farms in die Exclusive Economic Zone offU.S. W aters.

Respectfully,

hfaJO |Ib 2
'Mark D. Vinscl

Executive Director
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Representative Ralph Samuels

Representative Jay Ramras
Co-Chairman Co-Chairman
0 2095
,Fax:590 465-2833 . Fax: ( §)4653810,
Representative_Jay_Ramras@lcgis.state.ak.us Representative_Ralph_Samuels@legis.state.ak.us

119N, Cushman St., Suite 213 716 W. 4th Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701 Anchorage, AK 95601

State Capitol, Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

F ax

To: George Utermohle

Fax #: <203.7 Number of pages including cover: 1
Fm: Jim 1

Cc:

Date: March 21, 2005, 2:59 PM

Re: Amendments to HJR 15 24-LS0631\Y

Please make the following changes to the above referenced resolution and return as a

Resources CS.

Page 2, Line 28

Delete: “in the waters off Alaska”
Page 3, Line 9

Delete “law”

Insert “ the National Environmental Pol cy Act”

The information contained in this fax is CONFIDENTIAL and/or privileged. This fax is intended to be reviewed initially by
only the individual named above. If the reader of this transmittal page is not the intended recipient or a representative of
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified tnat any review, dissemination, or copying of this fax or the information

contained herein is prohibited. If you have received this fax in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone

and return this fix to the sender at the above address.

Thank you
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