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Sponsor Statement

HCR 10

“Supporting the developm ent o f the Kensington Gold M ine”

HCR 10 shows Alaskans that the Legislature supports the development of our natural 
resources. The latest proposal for mining is the Kensington Gold Mine near A laska’s 
Capital City. Development of this mine will provide nearly 300 new family wage jobs 
during construction and provide up to 225 long-term positions.

Kensington has been going through the legal and planning stages since 1998 and is 
probably one of the most closely scrutinized mining projects in the world. The 
environmental protections, that Kensington will be performing under is a credit to Coeur 
Alaska Incorporated. Since beginning work on the project Coeur Alaska has spent 
$150,000,000 on the project.

HCR 10 will show both the Industry a..d the people that we are concerned with our 
environment and believe in sound science environmental practices as we continue to 
develop our natural resource base.
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United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters
P.O. Box 23378, KetchBcan. AK 99901 Phone 8 Fax (907) 247-2471 Email: usajQ#ne«ers®attnet

March 6, 2004
Sieve Hohensee, SEIS Team Leader 
Tongass Minerals Group 
USOA Forest Service 
8465 Old Dairy Road 
Juneau, AK 99801
Dear Mr. Hohensee,
The United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters (USAG) is an association of about 150 smaB 
business owners who catch salmon by drift giilnetting in Southeast Alaska and market 
salmon throughout the United States. Many of our members also participate in other 
fisheries such as crab, shrimp, longline, and dive fisheries.
It is the policy of USAG to support economic development projects in our area that 
contribute to the local economy In a positive manner, are sensitive to environmental 
concerns, and do not harm the fisheries resource on which our members depend. We 
believe the Coeur Alaska Kensington Gold Mine development is such a project In 
conjunction with our support of this project we believe alternative B is preferred for this 
project and we endorse this development option. We believe alternative B minimizes 
the amount of area disturbed, minimizes maintenance after the mine is dosed and 
provides the greatest economic benefit from the project We have discussed this 
project with the Department of Fish and Game and wish to express the following 
concerns. Within the general confines of our prefened development option B, we would 
like to see specific road locations kept as far upland of beach areas as practical, salt 
water developments located and constructed in a way that minimizes impact to herring 
spawning hat>it8t and that conform to the recommendations of ADF&G, and where 
project roads must cross drainages they do so at as dose to right angles as possible.
Over the evolution of this project, Coeur Alaska has accepted our input and attempted 
to minimize impacts on fisheries habitat We like the public Involvement process that 
Coeur Alaska and the Forest Service have used in this project and believe it should be 
used in the future for significant development projects.

SUPPO RT



In conclusion USAG supports the Kensington mine development alternative B, the 
minimizing of impacts due to road and marine construction in accordance with 
recommendations of ADf&G, and we support the public process used in the 
development and review of the alternatives. USAG thanks the USDA Forest Service for 
the opportunity to  comment on the DSEIS and we hope you wffl select alternative B as 
the approved alternative.

Yours truly,

Kenneth Duckett 
Executive Director
cc; Robert Richins, Coeur Alaska

Kevin Monagle, ADF&G
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Southeast Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance
9369 North Douglas Highway 
Juneau, AK 99801
Phone 907-586-6652 Fax 907-586-5648 E-maH: seafa@gd.net

March 7, 2004
Steve Hohensee 
SEIS Team Leader. 
Tong ass Mineral Group 
6466 Old Dairy Road 
Juneau, AK 99601

RE: Kensington EIS - support Alternative B 
Dear Steve Hohensee,
The Southeast Alaska Fishermen's Alliance is a non-profit group representing our 
membership involved In the salmon, crab, shrimp and long line fisheries of Southeast 
Alaska. We have been kept informed and consulted by Coeur Alaska as they worked 
through design modifications of the Kensington Mine. We believe that overall Alternative 
B will be less damaging to the marine environment that is so critical to the health of our 
commercial fishing industry. While Alternative B does impact resident Dolly Varden in 
Slate Creek Lake, Coeur has committed to replanting a population of DoRy Varden in the 
Lake at the end of operations. This is less damaging then previous alternatives 
discussed such as the use of Lynn Canal for underwater marine tailing disposal. We are 
also pleased that under Alternative B, cyanide is no longer used on site.
We support Alternative B in the SEIS out for public comment If you have any questions 
regarding the fishermen's support for Alternative B, please give us a call at 907-586- 
6652.
Thank you.

Kathy Hansen 
Executive Director

Sent Via Fax 790-7464

mailto:seafa@gd.net


By Fax
• *  ̂ • .■

#

* • * • %* *

Office of Water, Director, EPA Region 10, and 
Department of the Army, US Army Corps of Engineers, and 
Coeur, Alaska, Kensington Mine, and 
Department of Natural Resources, DML&W

Regarding Kensington Mine;
Greetings:

I have commercially fished Berners Bay for Dungeness crab with my family for 14 years, 
starting in 1990. I support development of the Kensington Mine project alternative B.
I have decided to trust Coeur in this project Goidbett owns (he uplands at Cascade 
Point ^ y d  should be free to develop Lieir land in a  wise manner.
Mining, commercial fishing, and timber harvest are part of what makes this state and 
country viable. Sport fishing and tourism are also very important Let’s keep working!
Sincerely,

Augu A 5,

Ted Deats 
PO Box 87  
Juneau, AK 99802



July 2004

Ofhce of Wat 
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August 2,2004

Mr. John Leeds 
Department o f the Army 
Juneau Field Office 
Suite 106
8800 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-8079

Dear Mr. Leeds,

I am writing in support o f the Kensington Dredge and Fill Permit. As part o f an o J  
Kodiak fishing family, I have always been greatly concerned with protecting our fisheries 
and their habitat I have watched the permitting process for the Kensington Mine over 
the years, and have been very impressed with the changes Cooer has made to their 
tailings plana I was opposed to the dry tailings stack, but support the Lower Slate Lake 
tailings facility. I am also happy to karn that the tailings would not be visible from 
Berner’s Bay or Lynn CaoaL J urge you grant this permit.

1015 Otter Run 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
907-790-3639
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H a i n e s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

"Yout Business Is Our Business'

Fet>roazy:23,?a>4,

l«T
Me Steyfc Bohenaee, TcoflNa Minerals Gim p 
Jtm ea Ranger District, Tonga* National Fareat 
8465 OldDeiry Road 
JunoctCAK99801
H  D , l I  — . a O D U  V*k c  Ajeptmgmp oota n qjcct jd I j
Dear Mr .Hhhrntcc*\ • »  ̂ *• 1
The Hrinea Chamber o f Commerce Board o f Dircctao mould like to express in  
crmtinncri gnpport for Coear A l« la ‘i  Kjnpughaa Qola r,p je d  and their reqatat o f 
AHcmatrvc B as the moat practical and preferred option.

Wc arc plcapxd d o t Alternative B iddramea oonoom of the ly m  O ra l fiahing fleet 
ragan ih y malerqoaHlyaiwldocktngaauea. Cocnr’i  proposal also aeems to hafer 
addresa txansportatioo safcty inoea and affix* better opcntinzml protection fix fiml' 
tzansfin apd (he Hht

• y- .1
While ilia  o f the utmost importance to quality ocntmfa on a project of t in

in a 
entire region.

manner. This project is fanportaafto fkn ica and the ccooauy o f the

Thank you fbrfheoppvtunify to provide comments tm tho Kecsingtrm Gold Project 
SEIS. The Hainca Chamber of Commeroa Board of Dizecton aaka that you give this 
proposal yoor uqport sod approve Alternative B as requested by OoeorAlaAa, Inc.

arbi^rf<h.B<»dafDteto. ’

Haines Chamberof Commerce

Ce: Rick Richina, Senior Vfee President 
i; Coeur idaska. Inc.
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February 24,2004

Steve Hohensee, SEIS Team Leader 
Tongass Minerals Group 
USDA Forest Service 
8465 Old Dairy Road 
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Sealaska Comments for the Kensington Gold Project ai d the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS)

Dear Mr. Hohensee:

Sealaska Corporation is the Regional Corporation organized pursuant to the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act o f 1972, and is headquartered in Juneau, Alaska. 
We have a large shareholder base of approximately 17,000 shareholders, many of 
whom live and work in Southeast Alaska.

The U S. Forest Service released a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS) for an amendment to the approved Plan of Operations submitted by 
Coeur Alaska, Inc. (Coeur) for the Kensington Gold Project. Sealaska supports the 
DEIS Alternative B as this alternative will allow the mine to operate economically 
while meeting Alaska’s water quality standards and will result in the smallest amount 
of land disturbance. The project must be economically viable for the project to move 
forward.

Coeur has been developing the Kensington Gold Project since 1987 and has 
invested millions of dollars in exploration, underground development, and 
environmental and engineering studies. The project has already been permitted twice, 
including two Environmental Impact Statements. The new project would involve:

■ Underground mining at a rate o f 2,000 tons per day for at least 10 years 
(significant new potential);

■ Tailings management using Lower Slate hake, (no cyanide processing 
would occur, concentrate would be shipped offsite for processing);

One S u l i fk *  PUia. S u i t  4 0 0  •  Juneau, AK 9 9 8 0 1 -1 2 7 6  •  Phone (9 0 7 ) 5 8 6 -1 9 1 2  •  Tan (9 0 7 )  5 8 6 -2 1 0 4



Steve Hohensee, SEIS Team Leader
February 19.2004
Page 2

■ Daily access o f workers to the mine site by bus, then by boat from Cascade 
Point Dock to Slate Creek Cove Dock; and 

• Access to the gold deposit via a 6,500-ft. tunnel connecting the Jualin and 
Kensington mines.

If this project is allowed to proceed, it offers the prospect o f direct employment 
to not only Sealaska’s shareholders and their families, but the rest of the Juneau and 
the community o f Southeast Alaska as a whole. Local businesses will benefit as well 
by providing goods and services to the mine and to the families whose livelihood 
comes from working for the mine. There is a general economic benefit to the region 
overall by the associated increase in economic activity and the increased purchasing 
power that comes with this increase.

Coeur’s amended plan of operations is a low cost, environmentally-superior 
project, and their continued commitment to building and operating an environmentally 
responsible mining project at Kensington has the support of Sealaska Corporation and 
its shareholders. If I may provide further comment, please contact me at (907) 586- 
9274.

Sincerely yours,

Richard P. Harris 
Executive Vice President

cc: Ronald R. Wolfe

Coeur Alaska, Inc.
3031 Clinton Drive, Suite 202 
Juneau, AK 99801

Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. 
121 West Fircweed, Suite 250 
Anchorage, AK 99503

Southeast Conference 
P.OJBox 21989 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1989
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CENTRAL C O U N C IL
tunqit and lu id* mdun r a i s e s  o f  aU stu  
ANDREW RHOPE BUILDING 
320 West Wlougftby Avenue • Suite 300 
Juneau Alaska 99801-̂ 963

I RECEIVED F*n”y26'2004
Ste.~ Holwnaee. SEIS Team Loader MAl’ /te ^ w u
i S ^ f o r e t S a v i c e  i 0 D  2804
8465 Old Dairy road 
Ji*i*ta,Ala&k4  99801
.t .e ^ A iu ^  J 7- .
RE; tk iflS E IS  Kensington
i">'. ' i?2££  1
D cw ltflH nbenace:

fj
3usiocu sod Economic Development Department h is  reviewed the 

i far the Kmnngtan Mine DSEIS and our department supports die 
r A ttentive B.

The Kensington Project and thia type reaotrroe use has been a vital pert of o p t Southeast 
Alaska economy for generations and this project wih ^w inim  t)  provide employment to 
our community membera of Southeast Alaska. The long terajoltw and the economic 
efi^afi^cnatructian jobs TviQ help to afifoet the lo a  of timber, fisheries and State 
gpwaniafcnt employment that Southeast Alaska has experienced o m  tha laat few yean.
■jr.-'.
Wc ask that in. your relationship with Coeur D’Alene Mines Corporation and before 
impkmentatian o f this opportunity foe company implements Native hire and iraintng 
wifo C « p ^ tCouncil. and utiliroa our VTRC facility. Mr. Archie Cavanaugh, Director of 
the Vocational Training and Resource Croter, can be reached at P07-463-7375 to discuss
!•••••«• j ̂  ^  witf i '  \

Thank yg^& r the opportunity to support Alternative B, foe Couzr preferred alternative. I
(^Tttsrdfoped at 463-7121 or e-mail: gjackaoniStocthita^rg for farther discussion.

Sincere!# .'

M .trrr..
Gordon Jackson, Manager
Bu^nssc .apd Economic Development

-------,! y j j ^
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TEL www.ttngff-hajcia.cva ,  FAX 907/6863970

http://www.ttngff-hajcia.cva
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We hoe at the Juneau and VicWty bitting Trades Council would Eke to go on the record in support of 
the Kensington <Sold Project and spec Italy the selection of Atamath* B as ihe preferad atametlve for the Dr^^pptemenfel Environmental Impact Safemert We believe Alternative Bis not only the moat eaaoidmic^bLit afeo the mrf* environmentally safe Aar both the Project and the attars of our am  of

" j
M you gathered we are a C undl meoe up of cteyen ennatnstton tabor unions representing
near iCjQO members throughout our n. jton of northern Southeast Alaska, and are afways striving to hewe 

s created that pay e Mng wage and stimulate the economy here, wtieb as you 
;tsjnot in the best of health at the present time. IT Alternative fils adopted Q*urw3l 

‘ 325 good paying jobs and udBdno local hire measures that money wH ?*• 
economy, and that Is only durt? the construction phase. AddRtonaftthe 

mining retted Jobe during the ate of the mine «* fro  go a good Affiance 
of a local economic pidure tor at least 10 years Into the fbtuns.

standpoint we ato ae that Attemathc B reduces wetland dbturbanre, is not 
ether Lym Ctnsl or Bernecs Bay ewept tor the dock fecSty, and dbnhotes the 

which efiminates add rock drainage on the footprint of the mine site Wt 
rid the Kensington Gold Project have proven to be and rM  he emtronmentaEy 
endeavor thawi and that they tinea IWI and oommttLed undentondfctg of the habttat

Ftom'ari

8KS*
beBeve 
response*

For the etknflNf. Cloned reasons we urge you to adopt Alternative B. Thank you for your oraidemdoft.
Cv ,C»L'
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Trades Goundi
- International Brotherhood of Ekctrical W rrtaen (IBEW) local 1547
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J u n e a u  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l

March 3/ 2004

Mr. Steve Hohensee 
SEIS Team Leader 
Tongass Minerals Group 
USDA Forest Service 
8465 Old Dairy Road 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Support of the Kensington Mine Project and DEIS Alternative B
Dear Mr. Hohensee,
'«
The Juneau Economic Development Council Board of Directors supports selection 
of Alternative B of the Kensington DEIS by the U.S. Forest Service and 
Cooperating Agencies as the environmentally preferred and most practicable 
alternative.

The Juneau Economic Development Council (JEDC) was created in 1987 as a 
private non-profit corporation with assistance from the City and Borough of 
Juneau (CBJ) and the Juneau Chamber of Commerce. JEDC Is an economic 
development agency that provides direct benefits so Juneau and the Southeast 
Alaska region. Our mission as a public/private partnership is to foster a healthy 
and sustainable economic climate In the City and Borough of Juneau and in 
Southeast Alaska. The Council is pro-active and undertakes a number of specific 
efforts to maintain, expand, and create Industries in Juneau and Southeast The 
Council collaborates with existing local and regional organi2ations to diversify and 
stabilize the economy, while protecting our unique Alaskan character and quality 
of life. Our board is comprised of representatives from government; local 
businesses, labor, fisheries, higher education, and environmental entities.

As compared to the already permitted dry tailings facility (Alternative A), 
Alternative B would;

• Meet applicable water quality standards.
• R^ult In the smallest amount of land disturbances, including delineated 

wetlands.
• Provide a geotechnicalfy sound dam design that does not require 

construction oi' a major structural berm around the facility due to long­
term stability concerns.

Diversifying our Economy ‘Assisting Business Development •Enriching our Quality o f Life 
612 Willoughby Avenue, Suite A •  juneau, Alaska 99801-1732
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• Offer the best long-tenii reclamation proposal, involving creation of 56 
acres of enhanced fisheries and wildlife habitat

• Eliminate any long-term add rock drainage (ARD) potential, and care and 
maintenance issues related to major surface water diversions.

• Improve transportation safety.
• Relocate the decking area from the important Lyrin Canal commercial 

fishery.
• Lower operating costs than the previously permitted dry tailings fadflty 

($2.74/ton vs. $0.10/ton).
• Create a significant tax base for the City & Borough of luneau.

The commitment that Coeur cP Alene Mines Corporation has made to local hire in 
their job placement of approximately 325 positions during construction and 225 
positions, at full operation, their commitment to upholding high environmental 
protection standards as acknowledged by their receipt of 19 major national and 
international environmental awards since 1987, in addition to the above bulleted 
advantages of Alternative B, support our recommendation for this chcioe.

Please do not hesitate to cali me with questions rega»ding this letter at (907) 
586-8001 or Lance Miller at (907) 463-3662. I invite you to find out more about 
our organization by looking at our website at www.iedc.org.

Dart

/jmy
Cc: File, Southeast Caucus, Senator Lisa Muricpwski, Senator Ted Stevens, 
Representative Don Young, Coeur Alaska is

o t  s o  n n u j

http://www.iedc.org
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J u n e a u  R e s o u r c e  A l l i a n c e ;  J n n e a n  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  
J Resource Alliance 7 an Breakfast meetings, Wednesdays at the Prospector 

Job* S ttd o r, C hain  PO Box 21135, Jaaeaa, AK 99SOI; 5S6-2497; jsaador$ptiabsluL aet
v,

• February 13,2004
Mr. Steve H ehcnirr, StilS Tc—» Leader 
Tongas* M iserah G nm p- ijfSDA Forest Service 
S46SOM Dairy Road 
Jaaeaa, AK 99S01 buz (907) 790-74*4

Dear M r. Hohensee:

Daring the Jaaeaa Resaar ce A f in a ’i  fifteen years o f existence, we have doocfy fslowcd 
varioas ir s ancce development projects ia Southeast Alaska and other porta o f Alaska. I 
want to partk aUriy coanacad the Forest Service’s SEIS Team and cooperating agencies ia 
the preparation and wsaaar* o f the Draft Sappkmcatal Eaviroaaieatal Im pact Statement 
(DSEIS) for the Kensington Gold Project Thk Draft SEIS is very w«B prepared.

The dcK riptioa a ad cvalaatiea of the varioat Alteraatives ia this DSE1S are w ei defined. 
We woald tike to  coamseat on the C w poratisa leading thhveatn re; the hwatioa o f the 
Keasiagtea Gold Project aad the Alternative which appears a o it  favorable from bath aa 

N economic aad  environmental pn tectioa staadpoiat

C eear A laloa, lae. is a strong, weB-estaMbhed Corporation which caa he expected to Italy 
meet its commitments a* this property js developed a id  managed thvoogkeut the life of the 
project. The Kcasiagtoa and Jnalia properties date hack to the fete 1 S0<rs and carty 
19tNPs aad are described ia sabstanfitCdetaa ia David aad Bread* Stone’s book "R m i 
Back GaU - The Story o f tke Great ABnes tk *  were tkr HeerHec* o f Jmmeem, Tbos
both the a h to f  properties a ad  Coear Alaska, lac. are proven entities tha t give confidence 
to the fatarc saccen of the Keasiagtoa GoM Project

Finely, we sapport C oear Alaska’s assessment that A ten tative B woaid be the asost 
economical aad  eaviroomeatally acceptable alternative ia  the development of the Ftaal 
Sapplemental Environmental bnpnet Statemcat aad Record ofD eddoa. Alternative B 
meets wiiter tjaaHty standards daring the oonstroctian, operation and reclamation phases 
of the project aad  dtftarbs less b a d  and wetlands. The arc of a  dock a t Cascade P d a t 
woaid abo rednce potential impacts with recreation users. A dditional;, Alternative B is 
most favorable faun aa  ecomtotis standpoint

Thank jron for the opportnaity to comment i  ^

Jaaeaa Resource Affiance

tO  * d
f*V / *  »
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February 27. 2004
Steve Hohensee 
SEIS Team Leader 
Tong ass Minerals Group 
USD A Forest Service 
6465 Old Dairy Road 
Juneau. AK 09801

RE: Support of the Kensington Mine Project and DEIS Alternative B 
Dear Mr. Hohensee,
The Southeast Conference Board of Directors supports selection of Alternative B of the 
Kensington DEIS by the U.S. Forest Service and Cooperating Agendes as the 
environmentally preferred and most practical alternative.
Southeast Conference is a regional membership organization focused on building a 
strong economy, healthy communities, and a quality environment in Southeast Alaska 
Our mors than 130 members consist of 30 communities (including every Southeast 
Alaska community with a population over 100); 10 Southeast Alaska chambers of 
commerce; 12 Alaska Native organizations; many businesses; non-profits; visitor’s 
bureaus; and indhlduals Interested in the economic and sodal well being of the 
residents of the region. Southeast Conference began 46 years ago as a regional dtizens 
group that wished to unite In order to achieve goals shared by aN Southeast Alaska 
communities. Southeast Conference is now the State designated Alaska Regional 
Development Organization (ARDOR), the Federally designated Economic Development 
District (EDD), and the Federally designated Resource Conservation and Development 
Council (RC&D) for Southeast Alaska.
As compared to the already permitted dry tailings facility (Alternative A). Alternative B 
would:
• Meet applicable water quality standards.
• Result in the smallest amount of land disturbances, including delineated wetlands.
• Provide a geotechnkally sound dam design that does not require construction of a 

major structural berm around the facility due to long-term stability concerns.
• Offer the best long-term reclamation proposal, involving creation of 56 acres of 

enhanced fisheries and wildlife habitat
• Eliminate any long-term acid rock drainage (ARD) potential, and care and 

maintenance issues related to major surface water diversions.
• Improve transportation safety.
• Relocate the docking area from the important Lynn Canal commercial fishery.
• Lower operating costs than the previously permitted dry tailings facility ($2.74/ton vs. 

$0 .10/ton).
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The Kensington gold mine would likely employ 325 people, predomina Hy Alaskans, 
during construction, and 225 during operation. Over 180 indirect job opportunities would 
also result These are high paying, year-round jobs. The annual estimated operating 
payrofl is $16 million, and the project would generate over $1 mi*ion annually in taxes. 
Coeur has made K dear that the mine development end operations will continue to 
remain subject to stringent federal and state environmental protection requirements. 
Coeur d* AJene Mines Corporation is an environmentally responsible operator, having 
been acknowledged by 19 major national and international environmental awards since 
1987.
Simply pur, this is a very good opportunity for Southeast Alaska. The economy of 
Southeast Alaska has been in dedine for the past decade. Real per capita income fell 
4% overall in Southeast and 8% outside of Juneau in the last 10 years. With our timber 
and fishing industries in dedhv?. Southeast Alaska needs healthy industries such as 
mining to help support our economy. Although tourism jobs are on the rise, one mining 
job earns the same in wages and benefits as seven tourism jobs. Coeur has proven 
itself to be an excellent organization that accounts for the needs of the communities in its 
management decisions. S-xitheast Alaska needs family wage jobs and Southeast 
Conference fully supports Coeur in its Kensington project. Please do not hesitate to call 
me with questions regarding this letter at (907) 463-3445 and I invite you to find out 
more about our organization by looking at our website at www seconferenoe.org.
Best regards.

Meilani Schjjvens 
Administrative Director
Cc Southeast Caucus. Coeur Alaska
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August 4,2004

ATTN: John C. Leeds 
Department o f the Anny 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Juneau Held Office, Suite 106 *
8800 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-8079

Re: POA-1990-592-M, Lynn Canal 31

Sealaska Corporation is the Native region corporation for Southeast Alaska and has over 
17,000 shareholders. Many of our shareholders reside in Juneau and depend on the 
project area for recreation and subsistence use. Our shareholders are also potential 
employees who will benefit from the development of the proposed project Our support 
of the project it  contingent upon strong environmental protection and economic 
opportunities for our community and shareholders. We have reviewed the proposed 
project and associated mitigation measures and believe the best possible balance has been 
achieved

Sealaska supports having the above referenced project proceed to mine development in a 
manner that will protect the environment for the life of the project while benefiting the 
economy o f the greater Juneau area. This mine project has received substantial permit 
scrutiny from State and Federal agencies regarding environmental permits and 
authorizations related to air quality, and consistency of federal water quality requirements 
with state regulations. The process has carefully evaluated Coear's proposal. Permits 
with appropriate conditions should now be issued based on data and information included 
in the application and public notice.

The Corps 404 permit, which is required fen mining activities at Kensington involving the 
dredging or placement o f fill in waters o f the U.S., including wetlands, should be issued 
for the following reasons:

• The Lower Slate Lake TSF is environmentally sound and the only economically 
feasible alternative. The fact that it incorporates a lake restoration and habitat 
enhancement proposal which would create 36 new acres of improved fisheries and 
wildlife habitat is a distinct benefit to the environment when the mine is closed

•  The Lower Slate Lake alternative minimizes long-term care and maintenance needs. 
After closure the reclaimed lake will' provide a bio-diverse habitat that is shallow 
enough to support aquatic plants. This plant community will providebabitat and food

*: for invertebrates, fish, and wildlife.
R E C E IV E D
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•  Under this plan, cultural resources are protected.

•  Coeur's tailings management proposal provides a net bene^t for fish end wildlife 
values. L; addition it has been designed to meet all tailings management needs for the; - 
reasonably foreseeable future.

•  The proposed tailings area is not visible from Berners Bay or Lynn Canal. In 
addition, the plan carefully minimizes effects on the view shed, especially as seen 
from the mouth of Echo Cove and much of B an en  Bay.

•  The TSF has significantly less energy needs, as compared to the dry tailing* stack.
*• ,

•  Planned buffer zones will be around all active streams and riven to lim it erosion,
siltarion, and will maintain natural streambank cover.

•  The Slate Creel. Cove dock facility should limit quantities of fill, armour rock and 
riprap, and reduce the size of the disturbance footprint.

•  There will be a spill contingency and emergen :y response plan for the dock facilities.
In addition, the construction schedule, response equipment and best management 
practices (BMP’s) program will limit sihation and other water quality impacts.

Considering tnaf the exhaustive studies show that adverse impacts on the environment 
will be minimized, Sealaska urges the Corps to issue the 404 permit far the uower Slate 
Lake TSF and Slate Creek dock, and make the finding that Coe in ’s proposal is the least 
environmentally damaging practicable alternative.

Sincerely,

SEALASKA CORPORATION

Executive Vice President



August 3,2004 

• John C. Leeds, Manager
Department of the Army 
U.S. Army Coips o f Engineers 
Juneau Field Office, Suite 106 
8800 Glacier Highway 
June vi, Alaska 99801-8079

Re: Kensington Gold Project
Slate Creek Cove Dock Facility

. Dear Mr. Leeds,

ItilfidMStiflQ
My name is David Goade, Executive Vice President for Joldbelt, Incorporated. I am 
writing to convey my strong support far the Kensington Gold Project and to urge the Army 
Corps to find that the current Slate Greek Cove dock facility proposal:

>  Is an environmentally responsible design.
> Is the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative.

The Kensington Mine Project is vitally important to Juneau and to Southeast Alaska. That 
is, 325 high-paying construction jobs, 225 high-paying mining jobs, and an additional 
several hundred indirect jobs. In conceit with tire mine developer's commitment to local 
hire, this adds up to a major boost to can economy. Not only will the mine broaden 
Juneau's economic diversification, it will provide meaningful, long-term employment 
opportunities for many families living in the Southeast Alaska region.

Background
I

Before discussing the Slate Crock Cove dock facility proposal, I will provide a brief 
historical perspective mi Goldbclt’s long-standing, deep-seated urtercst in the Berners Bay 
area and in the long-term success o f (be Kensington Gold Project

•  Goldbclt is an Urban corporation formed pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act o f 1971. Its primary areas o f business operations include tourism, land 
development, and real estate investment It is headquartered in Juneau and has 
approximately 3,400 Alaska Native shareholders.

• Goldbclt owns 1,382 acres of land located at Echo Cove cinch is at the northern 
terminus of Glacier Highway and approximately Id suites from the Kensington Mine

s e /e i  3 *iwri p a q I c a »j a a i n v



• 3oLn Leeds .
Stole Creek Cove Dock
404 Comments

P lg e2  • 1

area. We received ownership of this land in 1981 iion> the Bureau of Land 
Management Echo Cove is the gateway to Berners Bay and"northern Lynn CanaL

• a

*• Goldbclt completed tbe Echo Cove Master Plan in 1996. Among its many features the 
plan identificc a sue (Cascade Point) just outside Echo Cove, but within Berners Bay, 
as a place o f significant economic opportunities. They are, commercial fisheries 
support, tourism, marine transportation (ferry terminal), and mining support services.

•  On December 22,1998, Goldbch received a Record of Decision from the U.S. Forest 
Service authorizing the construction o f a 2.5-nrile extension o f die Glacier Highway to 
Cascade Point- This action majkod the successful conclusion of an Environmental 
Impact Statement process that spannod a period of two years.

•  O r 'vtorch 9,2000, Goldbclt roceived a U.S. Army Corps permit authorizing the 
cons,'ruction o f a 2.5-mile extension of tbe Glacier Highway to Cascade Point This 
actioo marked tbe successful conclusion o f a one-year long permit review process.

Discussion

Slate Creek Cove Dock Facility. Tbe dock tocilrty represents an evolutionary 
improvement above and beyond tbe previously approved mine employee transportation 
and bousing plan. That is, transporting nnployees to tbe mine site via helicopter and 
housing them in on-site camp facilities. The construction and operation o f the proposed 
marine dodc paired with a similar facility at Cascade Point eliminates the need for daDy 
helicopter transportation and housing workers in on-site camp facilities. A daily ferryboat 
operation would operate from Cascade Point to Slate Creek Cove, a one-way distance of 
approximately five miles. Tbe dock operations not only reduce environmental and other 
noise and land use impacts, they also improve mine economics by eliminating relatively 
expensive helicopter use and on site housing.

• i
The currently proposed d r  ’• design has reduocd tbe size o f the disturbance footprint by 
limiting quantities of fill, * ^ a p  and armor rock. This serves to minimize to tbe fullest 
extent practicable tbe dock’s physical and operational environmental impacts. Tbe 
adherence to a best management practices program for all dodc operations, including fuel 
handling, will further minimize the potential for adverse environmental impacts.

Summary

Coeur has proposed an environmentally responsible design aqd operating plan for tbe Slate 
Creek Cove dock facility. This dock and the similarly; oposed facility at Cascade PoLi 
will work together to safely and efficiently transport workers to and from the Kensington 
Mine Project The docks eliminate the on-going need for tbe 'uore expensive and higher 
impact daily helicopter flights and on-site bousing fkeHiiizs.



, John Leeds
Siate Creek Cove Dock 
404 Comments .
Pago j

Far tbe above reasons I urge the U.S. Army Corps to finA ftal the proposed Slate Greek 
• Cove dock facility is an environmentally responsible design and is the leaat 
. environmentally damaging practicable alternative. Therefore, tbe 404 permit should be 

issued.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter and to give my wbolo bcartod 
support to tbe vinUy important Kensington Mine r-reject

Sincerely,
GOLDBELT, IN C

David D. Goadc 
Executive Vice President 
(907) 790-J430 
dave.goade@goldbeltoom
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University of Alaska SatitJheast CXHc* «f the Qroncrtflr
Juneau • Ketchikan • Skia hmtan Camjxu

02 August 2004
* •

Department of the Axzry 
U.S. Anny Corps ofEaginears 
ATTN: JohnC. Leeds 
Jnueau Held Office, Suit* 106 
8800 C*acicx Highway 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-8079 
Fax: (907)790-4499

*  - *• V  * • I

Dear Mr. Leeds: .

Oo behalf of the University of A toka Southeast, I am writing in support of Coeur Alaska.

Over the year* Coeor has been one of tbe most environmentally responsible mining 
companies cuncntly operating in tbe United States. UAS and Coeur A toka have worked 
together in the past on research-based solutions to mine tailings disposal. We look 
forward to continuing to work together to develop ecologically sound mining practice* 
that will protect the environment while allowing for the reasonable development o f 
Alaska’s natural mineral resources.

Coeur further demonstrated it’s corporate commitment to ecologically sound mining 
practices by not only supporting the establishment of an Environmental Science degree 
program at UAS, but by establishing the Coeur Enrironmealal Leadtrthip ScholarHJp 
program. This 522,000 endowed scholarship fund provides annual scholarship support to 
foil-time UAS students majoring in the areas oi Environmental Science or Marine 
Biology.

Based on UAS’ positive interaction with Coear Alaska over the rears, J have every 
reason to bcKeve that, if  opened, they would be committed to using environmentally 
round mining practices at the Kensingtcn Mine. Furthermore, I  believe they would be 
good corporate citizens and an asset to the Juneau community.

D an k  you for providing the opportunity for public comment on the proposed Kensington 
Cold Project

Sincerely,

Karen Schmfo
Dean r -hool o f Business & Career Education

R E C E IV E D .
AUS I! 5 S B  '

CENPA-C/J-R-E-.JF0 
Alaska fT̂ irict Corps ol Engineers

11120 CUcfef Highway - fwveau. AUfc* OTBC1-M97 - (907J 4*3 S472 ♦ FAX: % J6S-«MJ



ka ke  tribal corporation •.
P.O. ior. 263 Kalce.AK 95830 (907) 785-3221 -FAX (907) 785-6407 ..

July 30, 2004 .
John C. Leeds .
Department of the Army 
U.S. Amiy Corps of Engineers •
Juneau Field Office. Suite 106 
8600 Glacier Hwy •
Juneau, AK 99801
RE; Support for Coeur Alaska's Alternate B mine proposal Corps' 404 dredgo and fiB . 
permit
Dear Mr. Leeds,
I would Eke to take the time to inform you that Kake Tribal Corporation fully supports the 
development and operation o f th e  Coeur Alaska's Alternative B proposal for the design, 
construction, and operation of their Kensington mine. We spedfcafty ask you to qtiddy 
approve the 404 permit for the Cascade Point dock. Slate Creek Cove dock and the 
Lower slate lake taiings storage fadfity.
Our company is deeply concerned wJi any development in Southeast Alaska that could alter or negatively affect the envsonment we exist and Eve in. Therefore, we have 
reviewed the Coeur Alternative B proposal wkh a critical eye. As e resuft we find 
Alternative B unquestionably congruent with our premise.that "any' development in 
“our* rainforest be environmental/ sound and promote positive environmental 
stewardship! The pubic and the Environmental Protection Agency should congratulate 
the management at Coeur Alaska for accomplishing such a daunting task of extracting 
minerals in such an erwironmentaily-ftforxiy manner. The lower slate lake mine tailings 
proposal is the least environmental damaging practicable alternative.

• • *

Our company represents over 700 Native American shareholders who understand the 
environment. After afl, it is ‘our* Native American environmental principles that 
environmental organizations attempt to emulate. Our shareholders represent a people 
who have inhabited Southeast Alaska for over 10,000 years. We do not Cghtiy 
recommend or support any development without thoroughly investigating the 
environmental impact tiai the development will create. As a people who have been . 
environmental stewards as our first calling to our subsistence and existence, we 
recommend the Kensington Alternative B as the economically and environmentally 
sound proposal.
The Kensington Alternative B proposal dramatically reduces the takings of ttie 
Kensington mine over Alternative A. The mine tailing ar i natural and inert containing no 
Chemicals or additives that wffl affect the wattf quality. Coe Ur's proposal to use the 2 0  
acrp non-productive, non fish bearing t^tie lake and at .is closure wfll create a 56 Acre 
highly productive fisheries and v-SdHfe habitat is a welcome and substantia



the Lynn Car aj region. As Juneau exoands, more and more wetlands are decreased. 
This new 56 acre lake is cr. a major flyway and will be heavily used by migratory 
waterfou*.

passage through the breakwater, and e.~J;-?ncenient of current and tidal flushing in the 
intertidal zone.
The Slate CnekCove dock is in rocky area and wiU I *t disturb the Dungeness or the 
seasonal herring and hoofigan habitat since these speck ' are not prolific in the specific 
dock ana.
Coeur has also created buffer zones in an around ail active streams and rivers to Omit
erosion and siltation to maintain natural stream bank cover.

• •

Compared to the other alternative, this proposal is jfmple, innovative and dean on the
environment and. water quality.

• •

ThL alternative has le a  energy needs and there wiij be less fuel stored crc the 
poverty .

The State Lake tailings storage facfitty diverts water from the upper slate lake anxirxf 
lower slate creek to minimize operational Impacts to tfie downstream aquatic 
environm ent Coeur's plans also includes a contingency plan which provides additrnai 
safeguards as a  hack up plan, ft the event of a dam overflow, a massive water runoff 
due to rain storms and any other unforeseen event We feel Coeur has inte&gentiy 
dealt with this critical environmental quality issues with insight and dedication to 
mitigating any known and unknown hazard.
O u r corporation is depending bn the job? thh mine will create. However, that does no 
mean vx win ignore environmental canoems. We have analyzed the mine talfings issue 
if detail and fed that Coeur Alaska has presented the best tailings alternative by 
depositing inert taiSngs into lower Slate Lake.
We look forward to working with Coeur Alaska in the future where we wil work wRh 
Coeur to ensure thaf they meet snd exceed cr jronmental concerns. The Increase in 
wetlands, and the gradually sloping bottom o  dte taSngs storage frosty after dosue  
wiS provide productive fish arid vwkttfe habitat after dosura 

* •
We urge you to issue the Army Corp4 0 4 permit for the authorization to construct the 
Lower Slate ta&ngs fadBty, the dock at Slate Creek Cove and Cascade point dock in a
quick end timely manner.

• • •

The Goldbeft design for the Cuuoade point dock utilizes special provisions for fish
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