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HB 501 creates the civil penalty of forfeiture of horns or antlers if a hunter 
cannot prove that he or she salvaged a minimum amount of meat from the kill. 
The requisite amount of meat must either be in possession or signed over in 
good condition to a local resident.

This penalty supplements current wanton waste laws, which require full 
salvage of game meat, and prohibits possession of horns or antlers without the 
edible meat. Wanton waste laws are criminal violations (Class A misdemeanors) 
and have a high requirement for investigation and proof. There are acceptable 
defenses for the loss or spoilage of meat, such as transporter delay, weather 
factors, and seizure by wildlife predators, however, these defenses can be 
difficult and expensive to investigate in order to prove that the loss of meat was 
intentional. HB 501 provides a lesser penally for a lesser crime.

The impetus of HB 501 is that enforcement personnel will have a greater 
ability to intervene in situations where it may not be clear th«i wanton waste laws 
have been violated. The bill raises the deterrent factor in circumstances where 
hunters wish to possess horns or antlers, and might take that questionable shot, 
but might not be as aggressive in salvaging the game meat.

SECTION 1: Allows the Board of Game to adopt regulations determining the
minimum amount of game meat to be salvaged by a hunter in order 
for that person to acquire ownership of the horns or antlers. The 
general obligation to salvage game meat will not be lessened.
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SECTION 2: Makes clear that a hunter does not acquire lawful possession of 
horns or antlers unless salvage requirements in law are met. 
Further states that the Board of Game may set criteria for forfeiture.

FISCAL NOTE: The bill carries a ZERO fiscal note from the Department of 
Public Safety.
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