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Date of Committee Action:_________________

The RESOUPCES Committee considered:

HOUSE BILL NO. 395

"An Act extending the period of the Tire season."

Recommends it be replaced with [ ] HCS or [ ] CS fcr___________________________________ (_________ )
For Senate Bills with new title: I ] Technical Title [ ] New Title: HCR________ [ ] Same T it le  ( ] N ew  T it le

[ ] attach am endments
[ ] add new referral t o ______________Committee
[ ] Letter o f Intent____________ Committee

(9)
Date Referred to Committee: Jr.nuary 25, 2006 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

HB 395

FIRE SEASON START DATE

List of 
Abbrtv  
for
Depti:
ADM
CEO
COR
CRT
EED
DEC
DFG
GOV
I1SS
LEG
LAW
LWF
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV
DOT
UA

N E W  FISCAL NOTES
♦Assigned by C hief Cleric’s Office

L ist by D ept(s): |  ♦FN# Fiscal Indet. Zero

PREVIO U S  FISCAL NOTES
List by D ept(s): FN# Fiscal Indet. Zero

Signing with recom m endations Printed Last Name
D P D N P N R AM

C  - ^ X s ^ f  r K -
jp T jy  — 7^* J

[ / t P M a A c )  / f l  - r . v /
/

^  fpV  /  ' r O  '— s r - i 'O

lhatrr v 2 X . 5 / W t L S  ]
C h a ir :

/ W k <  \



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K u r t  O l s o n

• Co-Chair, Community and Regional Affairs
• Member, Resources

geysiop: January  -  M ay 
S tate  C ap ito l 
Juneau , AK 99801-1182 
Phone: 907-465-2693 
Fax: 907-465-3835

Interim : M av -  D ecem ber 
145 M ain  S tree t L oop, Ste 221 
K enai, AK 99611 
Phone: 907-283-2690 
Fax 907-283-2763

Official Business

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

HB 395
FIRE SEASON START DATE

T he sp ru c e  b a rk  bee tle  kill o n  th e  K enai P en in su la  h a s  c rea ted  an  e n o rm o u s  a m o u n t of 
d ry  g ra ss  a n a  d e a d  tree s  su scep tib le  to  lig h tn in g  s trik e s  a n d  m an  m a d e  fires an d  th e  
th re a t g ro w s  g re a te r  ev e ry  year.

F or th e  p a s t sev era l y ea rs  th e  c lim ate  in o u r  a re a  h a s  b een  g ra d u a lly  w a rm in g  e a rlie r  in 
th e  y ea r le av in g  w ild  a reas  d ry  a n d  inc reasing  th e  p ro b a b ility  o f a m a jo r w ild fire .

Tine la rg e s t u n c o n ta in e d  fire o n  th e  S o u th e rn  K enai P en in su la  e v e r re c o rd e d , th e  T racy  
A v en u e  fire , s ta r te d  p r io r  to  M ay  1, 2005, th re a te n in g  re s id e n ts  a n d  p ro p e r ty . T his fire 
m ig h t h a v e  been  co n ta in ed  h a d  th e  e q u ip m e n t a n d  p e rso n n e l b een  av a ilab le  th e  first 
day .

M o v in g  th e  fire seaso n  s ta r t d a te  to  A pril 1 w ill a llo w  th e  s ta te  to  b ecom e actively  
in v o lv ed  in  fire p re v e n tio n  a n d  co n tro l ea rlie r  in  th e  fire seaso n  a n d  h o p e fu lly  s to p  th e  
p ro g re ss  o f  a d isa s tro u s  p re -su m m e r fire.

I re sp ec tfu lly  ask  for y o u r  s u p p o r t o f th is bill.

Email: Representative_Kurt_01son@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Representative_Kurt_01son@legis.state.ak.us


F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R evision D ate /Time (N ote if correction):_______________
Title An Act Extending the Period of ‘.be Fire

Dept. Affected:
'RDU

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version:

() Publish Date:

HB395-DNR-FO'-02-03-0

Natural R esources

S p o n so r
R eq u este r

OLSON, Hawker, S eaton

S e a so n  RDU Statew ide Fire Suppression Program
C om ponent Fire Suppression  P rep ared n ess

(H) RES

Expenditures/Revenu' - ______________________
N ote: A m ounts do  not inc! s inflation un less  otherv/ise noted  below;

Componem No. 2705

(Thousands of Dollars)_______

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
P erso n a l Serv ices 
Travel 
C ontractual 
S upplies 
Equipm ent 
Land & S tructures 
G ran ts & Claim s 
M iscellaneous

514.5 514.5 514.5 514.3 5*4.5 514.5

395.6 395.6 431.f 431.5 431.5 431.5
12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0

TOTAL OPERATING 922.1 922.1 | 958.0 958.0 958.0 958.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | |  I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | | | | | |

FUND SO URCE (T housands of Dollars)
1002 Federal R eceip ts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 G F/Program  R eceipts 
1037 GF/M ental Health
O ther (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

922. i 922.1 958.0 958.0 958.0 958.0

TOTAL 922.1 922.1 958.0 958.0 958.0 958.0

E s tim a te  of a n y  c u rre n t y e a r (FY2006) 
C h eck  th is  box (X) if fu n d in g  fo r th is  b

POSITIONS

c o s t: 0.0
rn o r 's  FY 2007 b u d g e t pII is in c lu d ed  In th e  Gove ro p o sa l: |

Full-time
Part-tim e
Tem porary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Fires are occurring in greater numbers and with a greater risk to life and property ea;iier in the year than 
they have historically. The Tracy Avenue Fire, which started in April 2005 and threatened the community 
of Homer, was the earliest large, complex fire in the State's history The Divisior: of Forestry is not 
currently staffed nor equipped to adequately respond to fires that occur this early This legislation would 
change the start of the designated fire season and, if funded, would provide the D /ision of Forestry with 
the ability to adequately respond to these early fires threatening communities and the ability to regulate 
open burning through issuance of bum permits.

P rep ared  by: 
Division

A pproved by: 
A gency

C hris M aisch, Director
Forestry

Phone (907) 356-5650 
Date/Time 2/3/2006

Michael M enge. C om m issioner Date 2/3/2006
Natural R esou rces

(R w u d  9/7/2005 OM8) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

This bill provides for a one month earlier fire season. This will require extensions to permanent seasonrl 
fire staff and extensions to helicopter and air tanker contracts.

Personal Services S514.5
This provides an extension to permanent seasonal firefighters, prevention staff, and fire support staff 
which allows for fire response and fire prevention during the earlier fire season.

Contractual Services $395.6
fhis provides for contract extensions for helicopters and an air tanker to cover the earlier fire season plus 
additional normal operating costs (utilities, lease space, phones, etc.) associated with a longer fire season. 
Higher contractual costs starting in FY 2009 are based on expected changes in the renegotiations to the 
next 5 year air tankor contract.

Supplies $12.0
Routine operating supplies associated with a longer fire season.

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB395-DNR-For-02-G3-&
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Page 2 of 2



Introduced by: Martin
Date: 01/17/06
Action: Adopted
Vote: 8 Yes, 0 No, I Absent

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION 2006-008

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND
ALASKA STATUTE 41.15.050 TO CHANGE THE FIRE SEASON START DATE FROM

MAY 1 TO APRIL 1 OF EACH YEAR

W H E R E A S, the D ivision o f  Forestry is the lead agency on the Southern Kenai Peninsula for 
w ildland fire protection; and

W H ER EA S, recent climate change on the Kenai Peninsula has resulted in warmer weather 
starting earlier in the year, which has dried out the wildland fuels earlier in the 
year, increased the length o f  the wildland fire threat, and raised the mean summer 
temperatures; and

W H ER EA S, the spruce bark beetle infestation has left the Southern Kenai Peninsula wuh a 
continuous fuel bed o f  dead spruce and dry grass; and

W H ER EA S, the population growth into the Southern Kenai Peninsula wildland urban interface 
is rapidly increasing; and

W H ER EA S, lightning fires were a common occurrence on the Southern Kenai Peninsula in 
2005; and

W H ER EA S, the largest uncontained wildfire recorded on the Southern Kenai Peninsula, the 
Tracy Avenue fire, started before May 1, 2005, and threatened hundreds o f 
residents; and

W H ER EA S, the Tracy Avenue Fire could possibly have been contained the first day had 
equipm ent been available in the state; and

W H ER EA S, the Tracey Avenue fire came a t «. time o f  relatively low and benign winds; and

W H ER EA S, in the spring o f  2005, fires were also burning in o her areas o f  the state; and

W H ER EA S, moving the fire season start date to April 1 will improve the state’s ability to be 
prepared for fires earlier each year, potentially saving the state millions o f dollars 
in firefighting costs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI 
PENINSULA BOROUGH:

Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska Resolution 2006-008
Page 1 of2



SECTION 1. To reflect these changes in natural dynamics the Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Assembly requests the Alaska State Legislature to amend AS 4 1J 5.050 to make 
the fire season effective April 1, rather than May 1, o f  each year, as wel! as the 
fire training season effective the same date.

SECTION 2. That copies o f  this resolution be forwarded to M ichael Menge, Comm issioner o f  
Departm ent o f  Natural Resources; Senators Albert Kookesh, Con Bunde, Tom 
W agoner, and Gary Stevens; Representatives Mike Hawker, W oodie Salmon, 
K urt Olson, M ike Chenault, and Paul Seaton.

SECTION 3. That this resolution takes effect immediately upon its adoption

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH THIS 17TH 
DAY OF JANUARY, 2006.

2 .
Ron Long, Assembly President

Resolution 2006*008
Page 2 of 2

Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska
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