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March 30, 2006 [/ 5 [17/t/]-~*

House Resource committee
Re: House Bill 307
Rep. Stoltze

Thank you tor listening to us yesterday. You asked for the recommended
boundary changes to make this Bill work. Here they are.

The South Knik River Community will not approve the boundary going through
our residential community. Please modify as follows:

Township 18 North, range 4 East, Seward Meridian

Sections 1-18
Section 19-20: Portions located below the ordinary high water of

Knik River

Sections 21-26
Sections 27-29: Portions located below the ordinary high water of

Knik River
Sections 34-35: Portions located below the ordinary high water of
Knik River
Section 36
1) Delete:
Township 15 North, Range 4 East, Seward Meridian - entirely
/£ N
2) Delete: /£ 3 - c?/?

Township 17 North, Range 3 East, Seward Meridian - entirely.
This wetland area must be separately Billed as a State Recreation
Area iV /f f'/r '?
(1?1 511 [f**
The remaining PUA area listed should satisfy all users very well. Gunshots in the
middle of the night, revelry, and other loud noises are very tolerable from this
adjusted location. Bullets will have lost their energy before striking the South side

of the river.

Additionally, The South Knik River Community Council and our developing
Comprehensive Planning committee wish that this Bill 307 be redesignated as the
“NORTH KNIK RIVER PUBLIC USE AREA". There is no land south of the river

suitable as PUA or SRA.

Thank you very

President: South Knik River Community Council
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To: State of Alaska
House Resource Committee

Subject: The creation of a Knik River Public Use Area

Hello, my name Is Dick Coutts. | am a board member of the
Butte Community Council and | am in favor of creating a
Knik River Public Use Area. There is an old traditional
method in the United States that decides the outcome of
Issues when there is a controversy or disagreement. Itis

called “the majority rules”.

Even though the small handful of opponents of this issue are
organized and loud, Ithink that the people in Juneau
responsible for deciding this issue are intelligent enough to
realize that there are thousands of legitimate lawful
motorized users of the Knik River Valley off-road use area
and there are only a handful of fanatics that are complaining

about the “burnt cars” etc.

| hope this old tradition of “the majority rules” will still work for
us ,n deciding this issue of creating a Knik River Public Use
Area in the Knik River Valley.

We need a public use area, not another park. Three of the
Public Use Areas now in existence (Nelchina, Goldstream,
and Ernie Haugen) and the 6 Rivers Rec. Area all have
provisions in their statutes that they will not be managed as
a unit of the state park system!

Nelchina: Sec 41.23.010 (e)

Ernie Haugen: Sec 41.23.050 (c)
Goldstream Sec 41.23.140 (f)

6 Rivers Rec Area Sec 41.23.480 (c)



CoU~rrS
Page 2 of 5

There are already millions of acres of “non-motorized”
National Parks in Alaska. There are millions of acres of
designated Wilderness Areas including the eastern part of
Chugach State Park which is adjacent to the Knik River. The
Chugaci State Park, which is V million acre’s in size, and is
mostly non-motorized is right at the back door of the people
complaining about motorized users in the Knik River Valley.
Sec 41.21.121 Chugach State Park Wilderness

We wish to retain our traditional uses and lifestyles. There is
a definition in tho Alaska Statutes, that any method of
transportation that has become “popular” is traditional. All-
Terrain vehicles have definitely become popular and are
obviously included in that definition! Alaska statute Sec

31.04.200(2)

We have extensive support fc the creation of a Knik River
Public Use Area. Such as the 5 Butte Community Council

re solutions that the BCC passed in the last 13 years for
keeping existing trails open for public use. Copy’s of these
resolutions are included in the 91 page report from the Butte
Community Council that was sent to all committee members.

We have two petitions with over 3,000 names supporting
keeping existing trails open, and supporting a Public Use
Area.

There is a Mat-Su Borough resolution supporting a Public
Use area. Resolution Serial No. 05-068 (AM) Ob/17/05



Cou-rrS
Page 3 of 5

There are the existing generally allowed uses of the DNR
that support motorized access on state lands).
Alaska statutes 11AAC 96.020

There is documentation from the Alaska Dept, of Fish and
Game stating that fish & game populations in the Knik River
area are healthy. Aug 16, 2005 by Tony Kavalok, state of
Alaska wildlife biologist. There are approx. 15,000 trumpeter
swans in Alaska and they are not endangered! BLM Ring of

Fire Volumn | page 3-72

There are approximately 50 public “agency’s”, sub agency'’s,
plans and acts that have regulations in place that apply to
the public lands in question and form the basis for an
Infrastructure for management and regulation of a Knik River

Public Use Area.

Suslina area plan

Mat-Su Borough Comp Plan

Asset management plan for borough owned land in the Butte area
DNR allowed uses on state land

DEC regulations

EPA regulations

Coastal Management Plan (State)

Coastal Management Plan (Borough)

Alaska Department of Fish and Game regulations

Alaska Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys

North Anchorage land agreement

BLM federal regulations

BLM "Ring of Fire Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement
USACE.... US Army Corps of Engineers

Mat-Su Borough general regulations for public and private land
Alaska Bureau of Wildlife Enforcement

State troopers

FBI (federal lands)

FAA aircraft operations

rire Department Butte ara)

Fire Fighting (State of Alaska)



BATF

Coast Guard

The Endangered Species Act

ANILCA

Alien Species Prevention Enforcement Act
Antiquities Act

Archaeological Resources Protection Act
Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act
Coastal Zone Management Act

Eagle Protection Act

Endangered Species Act

Historic Sites Act

Migratory Bird Conservation Act

North Amehcan Wetlands Conservation Act
Soil and Water Conservation Act

Watershed Protection and Flood Control Act
Federal Land Policy and Management Act
ANCSA Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
U.S Water Resources Council

Multiple Use Sustained Yield Act of 1960

U.S Department of Agriculture

Soil Conservation District

Alaska Interagency Fire Management Council
National Environmental Policy Act

Cook Inlet Intrastate Air Quality Control Region
National Ambient Air Quality Standards

Soil Conservation Service

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act
NRHP National Register of Historic Flaces

£ouT-r-s
Page 4 of5

The state of Alaska has certified the main trail corridor
through the Knik River Valley to the Knik Glacier as an RS
2477 Public Right-Of-Way for access to mining claims

private property, and other uses.

There are many other public easements that provide an
infrastructure for a trail system and a Knik River Public use

Area.



Page 50f5

In summary: We don’t think that it is appropriate to punish
and restrict all users of this area because a few kids are
burning cars, any more than we should punish and restrict all
the residents of Anchorage for the murders, bank robberies,
rapes, drug deals and other crimes committed there.

Some documentation and verification of these facts was
included in the 91 page report that was created by the Butte
Community Council and sent to Committee members. Any
specific additional documentation needed will bj sent on

request.
Thank you.

Dick Coutts
P.O. Box 185
Palmer, Alaska
99645



To. ReBr_esentat_iveJay Ramras, Co-Chsiiman
Re:  Public Hearm% on'the Knik River Public Use Area

Date: March 29, 200 .
Summary: Statement of Opposition to HB307 and the redraft, CS HB307A. Due to

time restraints at the hearing, | ma& be unable to voice my concerns. Below is my
statement of record regarding the Knik River Public Use Area legislation.

My name is Scott Wolfe and | am a south Knik River resident.

| wish to thank the legislatures for their efforts at attempting to develop legislation to
aoJress concerns and conflicts that have developed because of repeated, irresponsible
use of the Knik River area by recreational users. However, HB307 and the redraft, CS
.'B307A sound as ifthey were written to perpetuate and enhance the problems instead of
uevelop solutions. Clearly, this is special interest legislation to protect the rights of

“ otorized users at the expense of everyone else (including the quality of life for local
residents) Representative Bill Stoltze, the writer, is the director at large of the Alaska
Outdoor Council, an affiliation of the Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance 3 ereis a
potential conflict of interest. This potential bias was shown again du 'v  .onday’s hearing
when Stoltze failed to mention that during the previous 2 public hearings nearly ha f of the
testimonies were cgainst the bill. Moreover, Stoitze mentioned that the Bvitte Community
Council voted in favor of the bill but failed to mention that the South Knik River C1 mmunity

Council voted against the hill.

For over 20 years, rt idsnts have expressed concerns about the following problems
caused by overuse and aouse:
Burned and abandoned vehicles

Uncontrolled gunfire
Erosion, dust, and damage to habitat caused by ORVs

Pollution (Ground, air, water, noise)
Abandoned campfires

Poaching
Wildlife and fish ha. ussment and disturbance

Trespassing
Alcohol and drug use while operating motorized vehicles
. Incompatible uses (e.g.; airboats on Jim Creek adjacent to Jim Lake while canoes

are present, lead shot in waterways)

©ODNDUTE WN

=
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| strongly recommend for the legislators to review everyone s recommendations, reject this
bill, and allow a more e/tensive public review process before approving any legislation for

this critical area.

The Knik River area and its residents deserve much better than a Public Use Area. Now
is the opportunity to pave the way for wise- and sustainable- use, instead of the "take what
you can, give nothing back" attitude so prevalent with many current users and in this
proposed bill. Yes, the State must act on this ever-growing problem. However. HB307



Date: March 29, 2006
Re: Knik River Public Use Area Legislation (HB 307/CS HB307A)

Summary: Resident Opposition of HB307 and the redraft, CS HB307A.
My name is Carrie Gray Wolfe and | am a South Knik River resident.

| oppose HB307 and the redraft.

Representative Bill Stoltze, the director at large of the Alaska Outdoor Council &. affiliation
of the Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance, drafted legislation catenng to special interest groups.
This hill is heavily biased towards off-road vehicle use. This bias is at the expense of most
other user groups. For example, Page 3, Lines 11-16, is dedicated solely to the protection
and rights of off-road users. Where is the language that specifically includes the
“recognition™ of existing areas of non-motorized uses or the “accommodations, maintenance,
and enhancement’ of areas for non-motorized trails and waterways?

Page 2, Lines 7-11, states, “the commissioner may designate incompatible uses,’ but, Page
3, Lines 5-10, states, ‘the commissioner shall allow...activities that include all-terrain
m'ehicles, etc..." As written, there are no “incompatible uses."” What if one or more of the
stated activities is determined harmful to the perpetuation and enhancement of general
recreation or the protection and maintenance of wildlife uabitat?" (See Page 1, Lines 7-12)

Page 3, Lines 2-4, fails to adequately address target shooting. It states, ‘The commissioner
may not restrict the use cf weapons...except in locations. ..that the use of weapons
constitutes a threat to public safety.” Target shooting is a constant threat in most areas.
Local residents fear for their safety and safety of their children Weapons are being
discharged up to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week towards homes, residents, and other
recreational users. Residents have no relief from the noise pollution or potential danger
And, fish and wildlife are at greater risk to lead ooisoning from e.icessive shooting practices.

Representative Stoltze mislead the committee this past Monday The opposition nearly

equaled those who supported this hill at the public hearings in 2005. The South Knik River
Community Council voted against this legislation as written Please review the testimonies
of those unable to attend today’s hearing but wno made the effort on Monday. Many were

against the hill.

This issue goes far beyond recreational activities. Why should hundreds of Knik River
residents continue to suffer from users who destroy the land and disrespect the local
inhabitants? The residents need a better solution than this poorly written legislation such as

creating a Knik River State Recreation Area.

Thank you,

Carrie A. Gray Wolfe
HCO02 Box 7686-J

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Telephone: (907) 746-8008
Email: graywolfe@gci.net


mailto:graywolfe@gci.net

Wednesday 3/29/06
Re: HB307 Knik River Public Use Area

Oppose HB307 as originally written
Support Rep Stotlze’s work draft of 3/15/06 with further changes suggested below

lam Charlotte Sartor a 33 year resident of the Butte. The Butte area is a divided community where a
large percentage of residents do not feel represented by the current community council.

Regarding this bill: Specia _ :signation lather than Public Use irea would allow easier
enforcement and follow the recommendations of previous studies. But action is needed, so we should
work together for changes to make this bill an effective compromise.

| opposed HB307/SB197 as originally written - it continues the status quo. 1support the recent
changes regarding management plan, shooting safety & enforcement plan.

Further needed changes mekide: 'to rrdr-aP f-

Line 14 Purposes Section. (41.23.180) Page 1
“Provide for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses including off-road (and ADD the

phrase) and non-motorized recreation determined to be compatible with (1) and (2) of this

msection”

Lines 5 -11. Management section. (41.23.190) Page 2.
Include workshops, a citizen's advisory board, and a deadline for implementing the

management plan

Incompatible Uses section (41.23.200) Pace 2 & 3.
Has lots of problems. It is contradictory’ and ineffective.
Page 2 lines 21 & 22, allows the commissioner to regulate uses except as provided i* the section.

[Page 3 Lines 5-16 (d) (1) & (2)] lists all uses and existing trails.
The result is that the commissioner cannot regulate any use or any existing trail even if it is

detrimental to the purposes.

Page 3 Line 6. Need to Add the phrase, as com patible with purposes in AS 41.23.180. A Il
USES need to be compatible with purposes! It is not necessary to list every activity.

Page3 Lines 11-16 Delete “recognize existing ” Substitute allow as compatible with purposes.

Paue 3 starting line 19 - Enforcement authority 41.23.210 & 41.23.220
The need cannot be overstated Ensure that the wording allows timely enforcement

Suggested funding is not adequate.

This is a wonderful area -scenic, abundant wildlife, close to a large population. We desperately need
a bill that addresses the problems & ensures continued use by all without ruining it. But without
further changes, this bill should not be passed.

Charlotte Sartor
5900 S Our Rd
Palmer, AK 99645



I'am Brit Lively, represent Butte Area Residents Civic Organization, am opposed to HB
307 but suppc responsible multiple use.

For Background: Last year, area residents asked Mr. Stoltze for a plan to help to protect
us and our surroundings destructive effects of irresponsible and illegal recreation,
including motorized. Inste«.d, motorized groups statewide banded together as AOAA and
with AOC wrote HB 307 to manage the area FOR motorized recreation and additional
unrestricted access, which Rep. Stoltze, Director at Large of AOC. introduced on their

behalf without working with residents.

Because none of you can imagine life in Butte unless you spend a weekend with us to
experience the terrible side-effects of unrestricted motor recreation, we implore you to
study the material we took to your Juneau offices as well as the thoughtful letters your
received, before deciding the fate of our community Take the time and let us show you

how we see things here.

You are the governing stewards of our lands and our waters which we are so richly
blessed with in the Knik River Valley. They are indeed our biblical “blessed waters'
because they give and sustain life. We understand that you are under much pressure to
do right by everyone. Fortunately you have the Alaska statutes and the DNR mission
statement to guide yoj, to: “Develop, conserve and enhance natural resources for
present and future Alaskans.” HB 307 rewrite Public Use Area doesn't.

Only a State Recreation Area, can as for the HB307 deficiencies submitted in wnting.
The major reason is based on DNR's mission where the “Purpose of HB307” should
have the paragraphs reversed. If you put recreation ahead of protection of habitat and
wildlife along with the limited enforcement in this legislation, you may well end up with a
gravel pit and a dust bowl extending beyond the boundaries of this proposed Public Use
Area considering that 1-3,000 people on motors are using this area on sunny weekends.

Purpose, Page 1, line 7-12 should read

1) Perpetuate, mitigate, protect and maintain migratory waterfowlnesting areas
and fish and wildlife habitat for sustaining and enhancing

a) traditionalpublic use offish and wildlife populations and
b) generalpublic enjoymentandn -readon

Our small community should not have to suffcrthe entire burden of motorized
recieation .or south-central Alaska, where we already endure the race track noise

every weekend up to 12 hours a day all summer from May to Labor D.jy. Add to that the
noise and other detrimental activities described by others during this hearing, it is just

too much.

Please, help our community discard the prevalent perception of, “who cares, it’s
the Butte,"” and provide a strong framework of a State Recreation area designation
which will give us the respect we deserve and the wings we need to soar to new

heights.

Butte Area Residents Civic Organization Email, resource @ buttealaska.org


mailto:resource@buttealaska.org
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Mar 29 06 09:59a Timberline SawmM Cabin °07-745-8627

To The House of Representatives,

Il would like to take this opportunity to tell you that lapprove ofthe house
Bill #307 concerning the Knik River Public use Area as it is written.

| have been a resident of the area for 35 plus years and have spenta lotof
tii jon the river bar with family and friends, It is an awesome place for
people to go and have fun. | know that there are some problems with laws
being broke out there but if we can get Law enforcement out there that

would make these issues go away.

lam a Leader over about 100 youth in the palmer area and we go out there
quite a few times every year and just have cook outs and go swimming and a
lot of different activities and | would sure hate to see this place shut down to

these types ofactivities

I personally know that there is a group of Ind'viduals that are trying to shut
down this area to off road Vehicles because they own Horses and they like
to ski and things. | would like to mention th tt they have already shut down
an area that | use to ride my 4-wheeler in so that they could ride there horses
and ski on there trails without the presence of these other machines. So 1 feel
that if they have there areas to go and play in, then we should have areas
where we can go and ride also. The horse and ski area that 1am referring to
is the Morgan Horse trail area Offof Huntley road about 3 miles out of

Palmer.
It’s also a beautiful area that they have already made there own.

Thanks for your time and please support House Bill #307

Michael R Owens
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the Resources Committee on House Bill 307.
March 28. 2006

| am opposed to HB 307 the way it is written

I was not happy that on March 27,2006 that your committee had no time to listen to the
testimony of the local residents, but you had time to listen to the President ofthe Alaska Outdoor
Access Alliance which in my understanding Representative Stoltze is a board member of The
AOAA guy does not even live in the aiea and all he wants is a place for him and his macho
buddies to have a place to play |am a resident of the surrounding area

A misrepresentation is being given that this is a complete rural area, which it is not Much of it is
bordered by private residents and this activity spills over into the private property and affects the
residence immensely In order to access this area they are crossing private proper When told
that they are on private property they either threaten to shoot the property owner or rell them to

move if thev don't like it

This Bill and the revision the way it is written provides only minimal enforcement W ithout
enough enforcement any words about protecting wildlife and people is nothing but lip service
When we .all tire troopers about burning cars, irresponsible shooting or other things we arc told
that they don’t have a vehicle to got in there Nothing is r ally being done to address the Illegal
hunting, poaching and people on their ATVS or Trucks ,iding up and down the creeks and
streams and lakes Nesting and migrating swans have been and are being driven ofTtheir
nesting area When the salmon are spawning ATV riders are trying to run them over to see how
many they can get Bodenburg Creek is a salmon protected creek and signs have been put up to
show where the designated crossings are and they are destroyed and taken away in less than a
week. The bank is so eroded that the water now reaches the Old Glen Highway The no shooting
signs the state put up along the side of the Old Glen and posters presenting safe shooting have
been painted over and shot full of holes Ifthere is no problem as these people claim, why is the
National Guard hauling out over a hundred v ashed cars every year and why i* tons of trash being
taken out by clean up groups? Excessive shooting la lead poisoning the Ir.nu ,, id water

Reckless shooting is endangering residents and visitors How long before an innocent bystander

is shot and killedO

As this is a popular, easy to access location, the increased use has and is seriously overloading
the area Hie damage being done with the willy-nilly use will take Moth * Nature centuries to
repair Mr Arno stated there is no problem with the salmon runs, but by the time the problem
can be seen it will be too late With what is going on and the habitat being destroyed, there will
probably be no hunting or fishing within 20 years It’s not in Rep Stoltze’s backyard as he is
from the Municipality of Anchorage where all this has been banned because of the mayhem and
destruction that was taking place there All we are is a playground for the Anchorage area
People from Anchorage often boast that they can go out to the Knik River area and they can do
anything and everything they want as there are no rules or regulations or law enforcement

Thank you for reading my testimony.

Agnes Ik Guaas

(South Knik River Resident)
21550 E Arnold Cir
Palmer, Alaska 99645
746-6414
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the Resources Committee on House Bill 307. March 28.
2006

lam opposed to IIB 307 the way it to written

| was greatly disappointed on March 27, 2006 that your committee had no time to listen to the testimony
ofany cfthe local residents |did however have the opportunity to listen to the hearing wheie you
allowed the Alaska Access Alliance President to testify as he was in Juneau

While there is little private land within the proposed public use area, there is a lot of private land boarding
the area, mostly in the Bordenburgh Butte area and along the Knik River Road At a rough estimate, |
would say that 18 miles <f residents border this area Where private land is between roads and public
lands, trespassing is rampant. These easy to reach access points is where most of the activities such as
camping, ATV riding, partying *.nd shooting take place at all hours of the day or night Unfortunately
these activities do not remain on the public lands, but carry over back onto the private lands The sounds
of shooting can be heard and it carries for several miles not to say anything of the bullets. Tax paying
residents are woken out bed often in the wee hours by the sounds of shooting, at times by automatic
weapons Residents who have lived there for 20, 30, 40 years and longer can not get a good nights sleep
and when they ask the shooters to please keep it quite are told “1f you don't like it, move". ATV riders do
not remain off the public roads, often with little respect for residents or highway vehicles. Trespassers on
private land w'll challenge the property owner to prove they own the land with “show me your deed"

The outdoor people while they say they are willing to compromise, they have not made any compromises
or have tuev made any serious efforts to create any rules to limit their activities Some simple gestures
such as quiet hours, limiting shooting near residential areas, not riding A TV’s on roads or private lands

would be a start

The residents simply want this curse to simply go away and their simple solution is to close the area
down Some local residents also feel that this area is in their back yard and that they should have access
to it with no compromises, the heck with their neighbors Residents should also be entitled to the safety,
peace and quite that they enjoyed just a few years in the past, as any resident living anywhere in Alaska is

entitled to enjoy

In it's present form, HB 307 sacrifices the rights of the local residents to favor the out door activities The
rewrite only moved the wording around and in no way changed any meaning One the first and without a
doubt most important items that must be addressed is serious enforcement Unfortunately, the promoters
of this bill are also intimately involved with the Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance and | do not feel that
they are really listening to the entire story Please listen to tl e residents who are finding themselves
crying in the dark while their neighborhood is being over run by jerks

Arthur M Qiiaas (

(South Knik River Resident)
21550 E. Arnold Cir
Palmer, Alaska 99645
746-6414
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March 27, 2006

Senator Huggins and Representative Stoltz

I am opposed to HB307/SB197. | live in the Knik River area and the bill does not do
anything to address the issues we deal with on a daily basis. During the summer months,
I hear gunshots at all hours of the night. Some nights | do not fall asleep until 2 AM, and
they are still shooting. They shoot across the river toward the residential side, on the

south of the river.

There are no restroom facilities arid this presents a huge prcolem. Trash and debris are
left everywhere, cans and broken bottles used for target practice, McDonalds sacks and
other food containers, not to mention the burned cars. Many of the users of this beautiful
area show no respect for the aica <r the residents. ATVer's make trails anywhere and
everywhere, through Salmon streams and vegetation areas thaf should be protected.

The bill does not give us adequate enforcement in this area.

I want the area designated a State Recreation Area. That is the only way we can have the
mainienance and control needed, as well as, restroom facilities, trash containers and the
protection of Salmon and wetland areas and other wildlife, such as, migrating swans. It
would allow for responsible motorized recreation users, w'ith designated trails and
designated places for firearms use, with enforcement of the No Shooting areas.

Grandfathering of the current trails will not work.

This is a beautiful state and this is one of the most beautiful areas in the state, please
don’t trash it any further.

Respectfully,
VirgimaBlaine

18590 E Knik River Rd
Palmer, Alaska 99645
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To: ReBr_esentat_iveJay Ramras, Co-Chajrman
Re:  Public Hearln% on the Knik River Public Use Area

Date: March 27,200 N
Summary: Statement of Opposition to HB307 and the redraft, CS HB307A. Due to

time restraints at the hearing, Imai/< be unable to voice my concerns. Below is my
statement of record regarding the Knik River Public Use Area legislation.

My name is Carrie Gray Wolfe and | am a south Knik River resident.

| oppose HB307 and the redraft. CS HB307A. | cannot fully address my opposition in 3-
minutes; therefore | will concentrate on the biases, inadequate restrictions, and the
inability to protect our fish and wildlife as the legislation is currently written.

The legislation is heavily biased towards off-road vehicle use. This bias is at the expense
of most other user groups. For example, Page 1, Lines 13-14, states: to “Provide an area
for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses including maintenance and
enhancement of off-road vehicle opportunities” And Page 3, Lines 11-16, is dedicated
solely to the protection and rights of off road users. Where is the language that specifically
includes the “recognition” of existing areas of non*motorized users, the “accommodation??"
of areas for non-motorized use, and the “maintenance and enhancement” of non-
motorized trails and waterways? Page 2, Lines 7-11, state that “the commissioner may
designate incompatible uses" but Page 3, Lines 5-10, state, “The commissioner shall allow
the...area to be used for activities that include all-terrair vehicles, etc..." As written, there
are no “incompatible uses." What if one or more of the stated activities is determined
harmful to the perpetuation and enhancement of general public recreation, the public
enjoyment of fish and wildlife, or the protection and maintenance of wildlife habitat? (Page

1, Lines 4-12)

Pape 2, Line 29, and Page 3, Lines 2-4, fails to adequately address target shooting It
states, “The commissioner may not restrict the use of weapons ..except in locations .that
the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public safety." Where is it not a threat?
Weapons are being fired into hillsides and across waterways with homes, residents, and
recreational users on the opposite sides. Reckless shooting is destroying wildlife ano
vegetation. The fish and birds may be at greater risk to lead poisoning from excessive,
non-hunting shooting practices. Local residents have to listen to weapons being
discharged up to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We have no relief from the noise
pollution Many residents and outdoor enthusiasts avoid using the area in fear for their

safety.

| ask you to reject this legislation. There are alternative solutions such as writing a new,
non-biasod bill or creating a Knik River Valley State Recreation Area. |A State Recreation
Area (SRA) under AS 41.21 will accommodate all user groups, support effective law
enforcement, provide for a public planning process, and abide by the Susitha Area Plan.
Two groups in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley already e;:ist to help 3ssist with the
development of a SRA. This includes a state park Citizen’s Advisory Board comprised of
multi-users and The Friends of States Parks that provides supplemental park funding.

|

HCO02 Box 7686-J

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Telephone: (907) 746-8008
Email: graywolfe@gci.net
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My name is Scott Wolfe and lam a south Knik River resident

Iwish to thank the legislatures and the public for their significant efforts for attempting to
develop legislation for addressing concerns and conflicts that have developed because of
repeated, irresponsible use of the Knik River area by recreational users. However, HB307
and the redraft, CS HB307A sounds as * it were written to perpetuate and enhance the

problems instead of develop solutions.

For over 20 years, residents have expressed concerns to government personnel and
enforcement officials abcut the following problems caused by overuse and abuse:
1. Burned and abandoned vehicles

2. Uncontrollej gunfire ,
3. Uncontrolled motorized use

4. Eiosion, dust, and damage caused by ORVs

5. Pollution (Ground, air, water, non»«)

6. Abandoned campfires

7. Poaching

8. Wildlife and fish harassment and disturbance

9. Trespassing

10. Alcohol and drug use i ,

11. incompatible uses (e.g.; airboats on Jim Creek adjacent to Jim Lake while canoes

are present, lead shot in waterways)

So, obviously to everyone involved, something needs to bedoneto curtail the destructive
activities that have existed for far, far too long. Nevertheless, this legislation does not
provide mechanisms for perpetuating and enhancing non-motorized use. After the 2
public hearings, it should be very clear that much opposition still exists over what is our
“best" alternative for managing the incredible wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities

in this area. All testimonies are available on public record

Due to time constraints, |will not reiterate a step-by-step walk through the shortcomings of
the proposed legislation but strongly recommend for the legislators to review everyone s
recommendations, make a much better attempt at improving the legislation, and allow a
more extensive public review process before approving any legislation for this critical area.

The Knik Piver area and its residents deserve much, much better than a Public Use Area.
I've heard A W ’ers say, “hey, this is Alaska, where we can dc whatever we want when we
want" - “If you don’t like it, just move!™ This legislation paves the way for this illogical
thinking. Because no legislation has been previously developed specifically for the area,
this is now the opportunity to pave the way for wise- and sustainable- use. instead of the
“take what you can, give nothing back" attitude so prevalent with many current users and

in HB307.

Yes, the State must act on this ever-growing problem. However. HB307 and the redraft

are not the answer.
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Hello, My name is Dick Coutts, | am a 42 year resident of the Knik River Valley

I am speaking today for myself as a present Board Member of the Bune
Community Council, as the Secretary of the Butte Community Council Trails
Committee, and as a representative of the thousands of people who signed
our petition 1am in favtv of creating a Knik River Puolic Use Area as descrioed
in House Bill 307 and Senate Bill 197. The land described in the bills is presently
open to off-road motorized transportation as well as other multiple uses as
described in the State of Alaska statures under “generally allowed uses” 11AAC

96.020.

| have been using this area for off-road motorized travel to the Knik Glacier area
for recreation, hunting, mineral exploration, mining arid trapping for 42 years,
This area has been used relatively unrestricted for motorized access for over 50
years without any significant damage to the environment or habitat.

Proof of this in the hunting, fishing, and waterfowl regulations currently in place
and by statements of the Alaska Fish and game department that show healthy
populations of moose, sheep, bears and other animals A chart from the Fish
and game shows that the salmon populations for the Knik River area are at an all
time high, and after 50 or more years of unrestricted crossings of salmon streams
in our area, there is no significant damage to the salmon habitat and no lesulting
drop in salmon populations due to the stream crossings

We think that a designated area for Off Road vehicle use is entirely appropriate
located here close to the most populated area of Alaska We need a designated
Off-Road Vehicle, Public Use Area here in close proximity to Anchorage and the
Matanuska valley for the thousands of hunters, all-terrain vehioies enthusiasts
and others with valid reasons for motorized travel in the Knik River Valley, such
as miners for access to their mining claims and private property owners for their
access to their property. There are several parcels of private property in the Off-
Road areas of the Knik River valley and several mining claims located near the

Knik Glacier

We wish to retain our traditional methods of transportation and our
traditional lifestyles here in the Knik Ri'/er valleyl

The State of Alaska Statutes define “traditional uses and traditional methods
of transportation Sec 38.04.200 (2) traditional means of access means those

types of transportation for which a popular pattern of use has developed.

There are several non-mctorized National Parks here in Alaska constituting
millions of acres There are also millions of acres of designated “wilderness"
areas, and additional millions of acres of State Parks, Wildlife Refuges and



various other land areas already set aside for people who desire a “Quiet
wilderness experience”

Located right here between Anchorage and the Knik River Valley is the Chugach
State Park. 14 million acre’s (one of the laigest state parks in the United States)
with several access points from the Old glen Highway and the Seward highway.
The eastern part of the Chugach State park is a designated “wilderness” area

The proposed Knik River Public Use Area is relatively small in comparison to
the huge areas already set aside to satisfy the requirements of non-motorized
users. The area presently used for Off-Road recreation is approximately 1 mile
wide by 18 miies long in the main valley of the Knik River. The sand and gravel
bar area alone :he north edge of the Knik River is the mair corridor used by
motorized vehicies, along with some trails in the foothills and highlands along the

mountains,
Regulation that apply to these lands

There are approx. 20 “agency’s” that have plans and / or regulations that apply to
all or part of the Borough, State, and federal lands in the vicinity of the proposed

Knik River Public Use Area.

Wetlands are adequately protected by provisions in this bill that state With the
assistance cf the United States Army Corps of Engineers, the commissioner shail
identify wetland areas within the Knik River Public Use Area and provide for the
protection of the wetland areas in the management plan.

Support for a public use area

There is a lot ot support for this bill by local residents 1wo petitions with over
3,000 names has been collected over the past 2 years. 5 resolutions by the
Butte Community Council over the last 13 years support trie House and Senate
Bills and support keeping traditional trails open in our vaiiey

The Mat-Su Trails Council has voted to support the Knik River Public Use Area
as amended and has also voted to retain the exiting trails provision that is
included in the draft of House Bill 307

The Matanusl-a-Susitna Borough Assembly has voted to support state
designation of land in the Knik River Watershed as a Public Use Area
Matanuska-Sucitna Borough Resolution Serial No. 05-068 (AM)

Trails in the area. There are Mat-Su Borough easements, Federal section 17b
easements, a certified State of Alaska (DNR) RS 2477 Right-of-Way corridor
many other trails constructed under the DNR "generally allowed uses” with a



long history of public use thoi constitute a basic infrastructure for a public use
area.

The main trail corridor in the Knik River valley is the RS2477 trail that has been
certified by the state of Alaska (DNR) as a publ'C trail. This trail corridor extends
from near the Old Glen Highway to the Knik Glacier area and 4 miles up Metal

Creek canyon

There is an easement from the BLM througn the native land grant that coincides
with the RS 2477 trail corridor. This easement from the BLM allows access to

public lands beyond the native lands.

Easements by the Mat-Su Borough aesignate public access coriidors in the Jim
Creek trailhead area.
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Monday 3/27/0*

As a Butte area resident and user of the Knik River, Swan/Jim/Mud Lake area for more than 30 years
| think we need to work for the best possible bil) to address problems, and to allow alt users to
continue to use this area in the years to come. HB307/SBI197 as originally written does not do this.
Proposed changes to HB307 introduced 3/15/06 have some improvements - calling for a management
plan that includes provisions for enforcement & is established after public hearings; managing
shooting on the basis of safety; am* introducing important enforcement authority. But further changes

are needed.

Purposes Section, (A1.23.180) Paue 1

The wording needs o include non-motorized use and compatibility with purposes.

Line 14 should be changed to read “Provide for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses
including off-road and non-motorized recreation determined (¢ be compatible wish (Ixand (2) of

this section”

Vlanaaement section, (41.23.190) Pane 2.
I would like to see this expanded to include workshops and/or estabhshing a citizen's advisory board

to address residents concerns about quality of life & safety

Incompatible Uses section (41.23.200) Page 2 & 3.

This is a big problem area. It is still contradictory' and it is ineffective as written

Page 2 lines 21&22 states “except as provided in this section, the commissioner may prohibit or
restrict uses...”

Page 3 of this section. Lines 5 -16 (d) (1) & (2) list a variety of uses and recognition of all existing
offroad trails. The result of this wording would seem to be that the commissioner cannot regulate
*ny use or any existing trail even if it is detrimental to the purposes.

Page 3 Line 6, needs to be reworded to lead; allow the Knik River Public Use Area to be used for
activities, as compatible with purposes in AS 41.23.180. It is not necessary to try to list every
activity. All of the uses and trails do need to be compatible with the purposes section to have an

effective bill, and this needs to be clearly stated in the bill

Page3 Lines 11-16 try to circumvent good public process trail planning and should he deleted.

Page 3 & 4 bnforcement authority 41.23.210 & 41.23.220 J'r\fori(Ki\« oF &vVPart«A«n* Cami e overrfat.
The majority of users agree enforcement is badly need:;. It is important that the wording is such to

ensure timely and adequate enforcement of existing laws  Corrtcl woriuvg is ntccsffir ; 20 trtur (
| hFo(U of tX;S/IK<j'J /*<VJ

Thank you for proposing some changes to this ki Ias written and foi allowing testimony tduay. 1have

heard that special recreation areas allow for more enforcement power than public use areas. But |

hope, further changes will allow for good enforcement, and this bill can be a good compromise,

reliter than starting all over. However, if these further changes cannot be made, the bill should not be

passed.

Charlotte Sartor
5900 S Our Rd
Palmer, /\K 99645



Good Day!

I am Robert Howard, Alaskan resident since 1961 - past member of the MSB Trails
Committee, Mat Su Trails Council, and Knik River Watershed Group.

Among many activities, my family uses the Knik R. area for met; sized recreation. We
have recognized the need and advocated two decades for stewaro”nip.

Our primary concern is that HB 307 fails to recognize forgone, costly, public processes
aimed at solutions for the area - all of which go well beyond a Public Use Area.

The Susitna Plan mandates a State Recreation Area for the Jim/Swan Wetlands.
Among the many documents available to you is this January’s draft of the MSB Butte
Asset Management Plan, which states “ The Butte has several areas that warrant
consideration as regional parks including the Knik R. Jim Cr. Area as well as the Mi 1
and Jim Lk. Area currently owned by the State and should be managed by DNR to be

consistent with the above”.
HB307 limits management options and specifically excludes that possibility.

The bill mentions ‘enhancing off- road opportunities' twice. Knowledge of the area and
aerial photos reveal thorough saturation of motor trails. (Please refer to my graphic and

photos provided).

ORYV use is devastating the dunes channeling the outlet of Jim Cr. and potential course of
the river. Ruts are 9 feet deep with full growth cottonwoods tumbling into them.

ORYV trails extend into wetland areas holding thousands of waterfowl spring and fall.

ATV’s liave extended far beyond and claim as ‘traditional’ logging trails past Jim Lk.
chi ming up springs open all year around, turning out onto wetlands, and imperiling
anadromous streams - some of which | have personally made DNR aware.

HB307 attempts to ‘recognize’ trails that are not viable.

Wetlands are assaulted from all sides in an area already utilizing National Guard
cleanups.

6 fuel barrels | reported along with a now removed illegal camp and helped DNR post,
remain in the wetlands 1'A yrs. later.

The enforcement proposal in HB307 is too cumbersome compared to solutions available
u-ider AS41.21 A Slate Reco ition Area is s better choice.



Gov. Murkowski was recently in the news advocating improving Alaska’s image.. Truly
ajewel accessible to over 300K people, home to prolific wildlife, deserving of all
options, Knik River Watershed is a fine place to start.

Please do not disregard the legitimate processes preceding HB307!
Toss out the petition signatures from the Huggins/Stoltze soldiers - they were observed
fraudulently using KRWG’s cover letter at the State Fair - and give special attention to

the residents concerns.

Thank You!
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Testimony for HB 307
March 27, 2006

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. Also thank you tar the work
that has already been done amending this legislation.

| still feel that the best management tooi for the Knik River Area is
creating a Special Recreation Area which was recommended in the 1985
Susitna Area Plan. Division of Parks manages SRAs and already has the
organizational structure to provide enforcement, interpretive signs and
facilities such as outhouses, pavilions and the like.

However today we are addressing HB 307 creating the Knik River Public Use
Area. | have commented on this legislation in the past, am pleased io see
the changes that have been made thus far and would like to provide

additional comments.

'Please ensure adequate funding is attached to this bill so that more than
one enforcement personnel can provide round the clock presence during peak
periods of activity. (In 1995 | was involved ina project that repaired the
portage between Jim Lake and Jim Creek. The Troopers at that time were
conducting evening patrols. We would see them about 11:00 pin as we were
wrapping up our work. Shortly after they cruised through, people would
start showing no. Sometimes the next morning there would be litter, broken
glass, empty shotgun shells and fire pits full of nails.) In addition I have
found 3 campfires left smoldering and or burning.

Safety of the residents of the area and lawful users of the area cannot be

overemphasized.

Funding also needs to be able to address human and solid waste management
by establishing and maintaining outhouses and garbage cans/dumpsters.

10/"t 5 f<uulf /o NI Iqi<Lvi
*On page 1line 14 - please add "and non motorized recreation, compatible

with section (1) and (2) of this section” to the end of this line.

*On page 2 line 7 - include workshops with the public hearings.



Also recommend that a citizen's advisory board be established with a
balanced representation. This would help ensure that quality of life and
safety issues for the local residents would be addressed.

(\y W IrvC
*page 3 line 6 please insert 'compatible with purposes' after activities.

*page 3 lines 1116 This section should be deleted. ORV use has already
been established and the points addressed in this section can be resolved in

the public hearing/workshop process.

Please consider these comments and adequately fund this legislation so that
ihe Knik River Area can be lawfully managed for the benefit and safety of
local residents, diverse user groups and the rich natural resources found in

this valley.

Thank you for your time and effort on this legislation

Nancy Moore
PO Box 399
Palmer, Alaska 99645

907-745-1540

PitfC.
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B r 4

Mr. Chairman and members of the Alaska State Hcust' Resources Committee

| am Brit Lively, long-time Butte resident | support responsible multiple use. 1a ” o

C C\*.c h to-
Because hbne of you can imagine life in Butte unless you spend a weekend with us to
see the beauty and the beast. We have don*1the next best thing and taken a packet of
documentation including 2 videos showing the sunny side and the dark side of Butte to yc w
most-of dtmeau-effiees Before deciding the fate of this community, please. assQre us
that you spen”a couple of hours studying the material and the faxed testimony from

those who could not come today. .

You are the governing stewards of our lands and our waters which we are so richly
blessed with in the Knik River Valley. We understand that you are under much pressure
to do right by everyone and fortunately you have statutes andfcl'friission statement to
guide you, to: “Develop, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and

future Alaskans.”

With this in mind | emphasized the major deficiencies of HB 307 re-write with suggest, d
changes in my faxed material. The major change is based on DNR's mission where the
“Purpose of HB307” should have the paragraphs reversed. If you put recreation ahead
of protection of habitat and wildlife along with the limited enforcement in this legislation,
you may well end up with a gravel pit and a dust bowl extending beyond the boundaries
of this proposed Public Use Area. You may not realize that anywhere from 1.000 to
3,000 people are using this area on most weekends

Page 1, line 7-12: changet o *

1) Perpetuate, mitigate, protect and maintain migratory waterfowlnesting areas

and fish and wildlife habitat for sustaining and enhancing

a) traditionalpublic use offish and wildlife populations and
b) generalpublic enjoymentand recreation
iMI
But | primarily advocate for a Knik River Valley State Recreation Area under AS 41.21 to
provide strong and immediate law enforcement, a management plan with multi-user
advisory, infrastructure including sanitary facilities, allowing users to share the cost fo*
their services and giving Butte residents economic opportunities based on our high-value

recreational area.

Our small community should not have to suffer the entire burden of every conceivable
kind of motorized recreation for south-central Alaska, where we already endure the race
track noise most every day of every weekend and mid-week events all summer long <us
wbUe-the owners are stW trying to mitigate thejioiee. Sat, add to that all the detrimental
acttVilies'described by others during this hearing, it is just too much.

Please, help our community discard the prevalent perception of, “who cares, it's
the Butte,” and provide a strong framework o f« legislative designation which will
give us the respect we deserve and the wings we need to soar to new heiphts.M »

km  -Ujf <h LStf Oifh/

1*
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House Bill 307

Knik River Public Use Area
An act creating the Knik River Public Lite Area.

River Valley is a destination for many Alaskans looking lor outdoor

The Knik
The area is utilized by a wide variety of Alaskan: for a wide

recreational opportunities.
variety of recreational activities.

With the increasing population in South Central Alaska, more and more people
are traveling to the Knik River Valley to recreate. This mo ease has created the need to
establish specific management for the area. House hill 307 will establish a Knik River
Public Use Area. The framework set down by this legislation will protect the area's
habitat and provide the recreational activities now available tor luture generations to

enjoy.
lask tor your consideration and support of HB 307 so that this area will have the
management it needs to continue to be a source of recreational opportunities for ail

Alaskans,

DISTRICT 16

birchwood ®butte ®chugiak ®eklutna ®fairview loop
KNIK RIVER ROAD «LAZY MOUNTAIN «PALMER « PETERS CREEK
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April 21, 2005

Ben Mulligan
Legislative Assistant to Representative Stoltze

Juneau, AK

Dcar Ben;

Thank you for the opportunity to review draft legislation for the Knik River Watershed. We do
have a couple of comments. Specifically, we have three more substantial comments and then a

few technical comments.

Substantial Comments

Emphasis on off-road vehicles. lunderstand that Representative Stoltze wishes to ensure
that state management maintains and enhances off-road vehicle opportunities. However, | think
that the emphasis is stated in a manner that will be perceived as overly weighted toward ATV
use and even may create some legal problems. | think the perception of unbalance is created by
having off-road vehicle recreation named particularly in the Purpose section without mentioning
most of the other uses. It can be solved by putting a general mention of other uses.

The potential legal problem may be created similarly. By providing off-road vehicles in the
primary intent in subsection (1) and (3) of the intent “Purpose” Section, and then not mentioning
most other uses shall be allowed until subsection (d) of the “Incompatible Use” Section, it
creates the impression that those other uses arc allowed only if they are compatible with ihe off-
road motorized vchic.es. i think that this impression will be controversial, and will constrain the
public discussions th.it occur. While | understand the emphasis on off-road vehicles, 1 Jo not

think that this intent is what is required.

Subsection §180(1). Some suggested language that would replace §180(1) is below. | hope this

language makes clear an emphasis on maintaining (and enhancing) off-road vehicles use, but
avoids some of the problems of intent in the current language. Either one ofthese migh* replace

subsection (I):
(1) Provide an area for the public to enjoy the full spectrum ol public uses including

maintenance or enhancement of off-road vehicles opportunities

(1) Provide an area for the public to enjoy motorized and non-motorized uses of fish, wildlife
and the land.

DNR Comments



Alternatively, you could have one subsection that talks about all the uses, and one subsection that
indicates, “provide for thi maintenance or enhancement o f opportunities for motorizea and non-

motorized use o f the area.”

Subsection $180(3). I would eliminate the words “through off-road vehicles recreation” and go
back to the Nelchina Public Use Area language of “including.” Note that off-road vehicles
haven 't been restricted in Nelchina. The lack of this language in Nelchina hasn’t created

problems.

Mention Planning Process. 1t would help the Department if the legislation mentioned a
planning process, as does the Nelchina. | recommend that language be added to the Management

Section as follows:

8190(a). The commissioner is responsible for the management of the surface and
subsurface estate within the Knik River Public Use Area consistent with the purposes of
AS 41.23.180. After adequate public hearings the commissioner may designate
incompatible uses consistent with 41.21.200 and shall adopt and may revise a
management plan for the Knik River Public Use Area.

Mentiou Education/Compliance. The Knik River area, more than most places in the
state, suffers from lack of field presence, education, and enforcement. All the junk cars around
Jim Lake are the prime example. It’s such a big deal in this area, that one of the major issues
surrounding management of this area is how DNR will ensure compliance. |think it will help
DNR greatly in the ultimate management if the legislation mentions this. 1do not advocate new
powers making DNR into police. We do, however, recommend that the following be added to

the end of §190(a) above:

The management plan shall address mechanisms to f icourane and enforce compliance
with required provisions.

Technical Comments

We have m irnber of technical comments. Comments that we do not believe change the intent
of the legislation.

Page 2, line 19. §190(d). We recommend taking cut the requirement to adopt regulations.
There are lots of regulations about wetlands now. It’s unclear that we need more. The
management plan may provide education, move trails, etc. etc. It’s unclear that specific wetland
regulations are needed. Thus, we recommend that “shall adopt regulation providing for” be
replaced with “the management plan for the Knik Public Use Area shall provide mechanism
f*r”... That way, if we need regs, we can do them. Ifwe don’t, we don’t have to.

Page 3, Lines 5-8. §200(e). This section requires that existing off-road trails be maintained.
Some are probably not appropriate. Some may be in areas that encourage damage and should be
re-routed. This section would not allow DNR to reroute the trails. Also, sometimes it is
appropriate to disperse off-road use. In some locations it is typically appropriate to



accommodate it. The legislation should be silent about this level of detailed land management

decisions.

Wr recommend that the emphasis be on maintaining existing off-road opportunities, rather than
the exact trails. Specifically, we recommend the subsection be written to say:

The commissioner shall maintenance or enhance off road motor vehicle opportunities in
the Knik Public Use Area, and shall endeavor to accommodate increased use of the

public use area.

Page 3, lines 9-12. §200(f). The legislation should not restrict the DNR’s regulation of firearms
to these specific areas. Rather, it should restrict the regulation only to threats to public safety.
Currently, the subsection reads that the firearm use must be a threat to public safety and in areas
of hig public use. DNR, especially this Division has a history of very rarely regulating guns.
We just don’t do it. But there ar' some areas, especially in the Knik Area where people are
shooting across the river into residential areas. This isn’t a high public use area, so it wouldn’t
qguality. Therefore, we recommend that the subsection be changed as follows:

The commissioner may not restrict the use of weapons, including firearms, within the
Kr.ik River Public Use Area except in-sites of high public use suoh as pionio areas, boot
ramps, oamping-gouns, and parking oreoe wh”*n-for locations where the commissioner
determines that the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public safety.

If you really need to specify these areas, add “such as sites of frequent public use, picnic
areas”....at the end of the sentence. But we don’t think its necessary.

Page 1, lines 9-11 8180(2). The specification of fish and wildlife should be broader. We
recommend the following minor change:

Protect and maintain fish and wildlife habitat including habitat for trumpeter swan
nesting areas, habhata for moose, Dali stieep, and b-»wn bear and other fish and wildlife
habitat so that traditional public use of fish and wilulife populations may continue;

Page 3, lines 13-14. 8§210. “Subject to valid existing rights” is the same concept in this situation
as “vacant and unappropriated. And until the state receives title, it isn’t s,ate-owned land or
water. Therefore, we recommend the following minor cha ipe:

Subject io valid existing rights, and the receipt of state ttle,-the vacant and
unappropriated state-owned lan and water and the state land ami water acquired....

Page 3, line 1-4. 8200(d). ldon’tthink you mean I'ris to be an all-inclusive list. There is
probably « 'mething left out. So, 1would either change the word “involving” ‘o “including”
(which means “including but not limited to”) or | would have some general, “,jid other
recreational uses” at the end of the list.

Thanks. 1 hope this is helpful.
- Bob Loeffler



AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN HOUSE RESOURCES BY
To: CSHB 307(RES) Q4
Page 1, line 14

Following "vehicle"
Insert "and non-motorized recreation"

Renumber accordingly.
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN HOUSE RESOURCES BY

To: CSHB 307(RES) £4 ~LSo '3~ KZ.2

Page 2, lines 18
Following "(d)"
Delete "With the assistance of the United States Army Corps of
Engineers,"

Renumber accordingly. h-'OiiA
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN HOUSE RESOURCES BY

To* CSHB 307(RES)

Page 3, line 6
Following "activities"
Thsert "as compatible with purposes specified in AS 41.23.180"

Renumber accordingly. I A



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HROXCSRS- ONRMWQIAA

() Publish Date

Dept. Affected: Natural Resources
Title Knik River Public Use Area RDU Resource Development
Component Claims, Permits and Leases
Sponsor Rep. Stoltze
Requester (H)RES Component No. 2460
ExpendltureS/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do notinclude inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 92.1 127.2 708 70.8 708 70.8
Travel 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
Contractual 75.2 16.2 14.0 14.0 14.0 14.0
Supplies 7.5 4.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 176.8 149.4 88.8 88.8 88.8 88.8
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 176.8 149.4 88.8 88.8 88.8 888
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/f 'ental Health
Other (Spev 'y Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 171.8 149.4 88.8 88.8 88.8 88.8
Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included In the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: [
POSITIONS
Full-time 2 2 1 1 1 1
Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary;

T. ,e bill establishes the Knik River Public Use Area. The legislation would require DNR to prepare and
adopt a land management plan, and manage the area consistent with the purposes established in the
legislation and the plan. The costs to DMLW would include expenses related to preparation of the land
management plan, public notice and review, adoption and printing of the plan, as well as ongoing
management of the public use area.

Phone (907)269-8600

Prepared by: Dick Mylius, Aciing Directo
Date/Time 3/24/2006

Division Mining, Land and W ater

Approved by: Mike Menge, Commissioner Date 3/21/2006

Agency Natural Resources

Page 1 of 2

(Revised 9/7/2005 OMB)



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB3orcs{«EsnNR-wwit«
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESS'ON

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

Plan Preparation and Adoption

(We have assumed that this process will take two years to complete.)

PERSONAL SERVICES COST - S113.4 total (for 18 months)
One Natural Resource Specialist (NRS) Ill (range 18) - 9 Mo. FY07, 9 Mo. FYO0S8 - total 18 months at

$6.3/month = $113.4 - for plan preparation, review and adoption.

TRAVEL. CONTRACTUAL. SUPPLIES
Travel would be minimal at $1.0 in FY07 and $1.0 in FY08 as most of the public meetings would be in the

Mat-Su Borough.
Contractual costs in FY07 would be for a User Survey ($36.0), scoping and draft plan ads, public notice
printing, room rentals, and the preparation and distribution of news letters and a draft management plan

($9.5).
Contractual costs in FY08 would be for follow up public meetings room rental, printing and distribution of

the final adopted plan ($2.0).
Other contractual costs include $7.0 for office space, telephones, core service charges and related

expenses for the new position in FY07, and $2.5 in FY08.
Suppfes are budgeted at $2.0 per year. Pi'07 includes one-time start-up costs foi new computers and

office equipment of $9.5.

Management of Public Use Area

(We have assumed that the permitting and management begin in FY07 and will be ongoing.)

PERSONAL SFRVICES COST - $70.8/year
One Natural Resource Specialist (NRS) Il (range 16) @5.9/month - 6 months in FY07 and 12

months/year in FY08 and beyond.

TRAVEL. CONTRACTUAL. SUPPLIES
Travel /ould be minimal (assumed at $1.0/year) as the management activities would be in the Mat-Su

Borough
Annual contractual includes $7.0/year for office space, telephones, core service charges and related

expenses for the new position. Other annual contractual costs would be for professional services as
needed ($2.0). FY09 and beyond includes contractual costs of $5.0/year for a dedicated vehicle for use by

the NRS | for field presence.

Supplies are budgeted at $2.0 per year. FYO7 includes one-lirne start-up costs for new computers and
office equipment of $9.5.

Page 2 of 2
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CS FOR HOUSE HILL NO. 3U7( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THF STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

HY

Ottered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE STOLTZE

A HILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

'An Act creating the Knik River Public Use Area."

IE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE O. THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 41.23 is amended by adding new sections to article 1to read:

Sec. 41.23.180. Purpose of AS 41.23.180 * 41.23.230. The purpose ol

AS 41.23.180 - 41.23.230 is to establish the area described in AS 41.23.230 as the
Knik River Public Use Area. The Knik River Public Use Area is established to

(1) perpetuate and enhance

(A) general public recreation;

(B/ public enjoyment of fish and wildlife; !
<2j protect and maintain migrator) v aterlnwl nesting .aea>; haivtats |
for mouse, Dali sheep, and brow., hear; and »...ei :i>n ...a % ia
traditional public use of fish and wildlife populations may continue;

(3) provide an area for the public to enjoy (lie full spectrum of public Ii
uses, including maintenance and enhancement of off-road vehicle opportunities;

(4) allow

<Stilt 3U7i i
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(A) continued motorized access for miners and owners of

private property in the Knik River Public Use Area; and
(B) additional public uses or the area determined In the

commissioner to be compatible with this section.
Sec. 41.23.190. Management, (a) The commissioner :s responsm.. : i the
management of the land and mineral estate within the Kmk River Public Use Aiea
consistent with the purposes of AS 41.23. 1SO. After adequate public hearings, the
commissioner may designate incompatible uses and shall adopt and may revise a
management plan for the Knik River Public Use Area. The management plan must
include provisions for the enforcement of the plan and compliance with the
requirements of the plan.

(b) The commissioner of fish and game, the Board of Fisheries, and the Board
of Game are responsible for the management of fish and game resources and public
use of fish and wildlife in the Knik River Public Use Area consistent with the purposes

of AS 41.23.180.
(c) The Knik River Public Use Area may not he managed as a unit »! the stale

park system.

(d) With the assistance of the United States Army Corps ol Engiiicci.s, die
commissioner shall identify wetland areas within the Kmk .fiver Public Use Area and
provide for the protection and use of the wetland areas in the management plan.

Sec. 41.23.200. Incompatible uses, (a) Except as provided in Hus section, the j
commissioner may prohibit or restrict uses determined to he incompatible with ti.c
purposes of the Kmk River Public Use Area under AS 41.23 180 wiiiui: the state-
owned land and water described in AS 41.23.230.

(b) Nothing in AS 41.23.180 - 41.23.230 prohibits the Department of IV ! ar.d
Game from engaging in rehabilitation, enhancement, and development of fish and

wildlife habitat within an area described in AS 41.23.230 that is consistent with the

purposes stated in AS 41.23.180.
(C) The commissioner may not restrict
(J) lawful fishing, hunting, or !...,png C C e

regulation of the Board of Fisheries or the Board of Game in the Ki.m K;\ci Puin.c

2-
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Use Area; or
)
Use Area except n

weapons constitutes a threat to public safety:

the use of weapons, including firearms, in the Knik River Public

locations where the commissioner determines that the use or

i.dj The commissioner shall
(1) allow the Knik River Public Use Area to be used for activities that
include all-terrain vehicles, aircraft, watercraft, airboats, snowmobiling, horseback
riding, hiking, bicycling, dog sledding, cross-country skiing, skijoring, camping,
hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, photography, and, where permitted, mineral

exploration and mining; and
(2) recognize the existing uft-road .notui vehicle trails and the access

those trails provide to areas in the Knik River public Use Area, make accommodations
that will provide the shortest possible route to avoid critical habitat, conduct trail
rehabilitation in a way that minimizes damage, maintain and enhance ot'f-road motor
vehicle options and opportunities in the Knik River Public Use ,-srea, and provide for
increased use of the p.iblic use area.

(e) The commissioner of pubi.c safety and the commissioner of fid: and .".arc
shall have necessary access for fish and came management, research, and enforcement
purposes.

Sec. 41,23.210. Enforcement authority, (a) In the Kmk River Public Use
Area described in  AS 41.23.2j 3, the following persons are peace officers of thestate
11.23 230 and

for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of AS 41.23.10 -

regulations adopted under AS 41.23. 1S0 - 41.23.230:
(1) an employee of the department or other person authorized by the

commissioner;
(2) apeace officer, as that term is defined in AS 01.10.060.
Ib) A person designated in (a) of this section may. when enforcing the

provisions of AS 41.23.1SO - J1L 23.230 cr a regulation adopted unde; AS -Il 2* ;>

41 23.230.

(J) execute a warrant or other process issued by .n'hcci ore ,.n ;

competent jurisdiction,

tASIII 31)7i



WORK DRAFT

WORK DRAFT

24 -iscr.r'i

(2) administer or take an oath, affirmation, or affidavit; and

(3) arrest a person who violates a provision of AS 41.23.180 -

41.23.230 or aregulation adopted under AS 41.23. ISO - 41.23.230.

Sec. 41.23.220. Penalty, (@) A person who violates a provision of

AS 41 23.1S0 - 41.23.230 or aregulation adopted under AS 11 23.1SO 41 2? 23u is

guilty of aviolation as defined in AS 11.S 1.900.

(b) The supreme court shall establish by order or ruie a schedule = bail

amounts for violations under (a) of this section that allow the disposition ot a citation

without acourt appearance.
Sec. 41.23.230. Knik River Public Use Area. Subject to valid existing rights,

state-ownedland and water and the state land and watei acquired in thelulure

dial lie

within the boundaries lescribed ir. this section are designated as the KnikRivuPublic

Use Area, are reserved for all use> .ompatible with their primurv ftm.uon as public

use land, and are assigned to the department for contiol and management:

SHH 307(

)

(1) Township 15 North. Range 4 East, Seward
(2) Township 15 North, Range 5 East, Seward
(3) Township 15 North, Range 6 East, Seward
[4) Township 15 North, Range 7 East. Sewaid
Section 3; NWT/ANW1/4
Section 4: N1/2NE1/4, N1/2NVV1/4
Section 5, N1/2NE1/4. NW /4

Meridian;

Meridian:

Meridian

Meridian

Section 6: SW1/4SEI/4, N1/2SEIl/4, SW1/4. N 1/2

Section 7. SVV1/ANW1/4, N1/7NW1/4,

(5) Township 16 North. Range 2 East. Seward .

‘vleridiau

Section 1 Poiliuns located below the ecdiitwrv a.git w;,!.

Knik River

Section 2. Portions located below ;l;e ordinary high water 3

Knik River

Section 3' Portions located below the ordinal-

Kmk River;

t6) To* lolup 16 North, Range 3 Easi. Sewar» Mw . i i

-4-
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Sections 1-3
Portions located below the ordinary high water of

Section 4:
Knik River
Section 5: Portions located below the ordinary hiah water of
Knik River
Section 6: Portions locate d below the ordmar> r.igh water of
Knik River
Section 9: Portions located below the ordinary high water of
Knik River
Section 10: Portions located below the ordinary high water of
Knik River
Sections 11-13
Section 14: Portions located below tl ordinary high water of
Knik River
Section 23: Portions located below the ordinary high water of
Knik River
Section 24: Portions located below the ordinary high water of
Knik River;
(7) Township i6 North, Range 4 East. Seward Meridian:
(8) Township 16 North, Range 5 East, Seward Meridian;
(9) Township 16 North, Range 6 East, Seward Meridian;
(10) Tow nship 16 North, Range 7 East. Seward Meridian
Section 6: NW1/4SE1/4. S1/2SEl/4, W1/2
Section 7
Sections 1”7 20
Section 28: NWI/4SW1/4. Si, 2SWi 4
Sections 29 - 32
Section 33: S1/2XE1/4. SE1/4. WI/2
Section 34: SEI/4SW1/4. WI/2SWJ/4;
(I1) Township 17 North. Range 2 E”st, Seward Mendum
Section 36: Portions located belt' v ihe md:n,i. , h.en Mo gr  t
> CSI1iHIN7< 1 |

ew Tvxc i'rideriir.ud IDELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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Knik River;
(12) Township 17 North, Range 3 East. Seward Meridian
Sectio: ; 1-5
Sections 9-16
Section 17:  1/2

Sections 20 - 29

Section 31: NEI/4ANE1/4, S1/2NE1/4, SEIM, SW1/4 located i

below the ordinary high water of Knik River
Sections 32 - 36;
(13) Township 17 North, Range 4 East, Seward Meridian;
(14) Township 17 North, Range 5 East, Seward Meridian;
(15) Township 17 North, Range 6 East, Seward Meridian;
(16) Township 18 North, Range 6 East. Seward Meridian.



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 05-22 (AM)

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA PLANNING COMMISSION
REQUESTING THE ASSEMBLY TO SUPPORT ALASKA LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS
TO ESTABLISH A KNIK RIVER PUBLIC USE AREA FOR PUBLIC LAND IN
THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED AND TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A MANAGEMENT
PLAN FOR PUBLIC LAND IN THE AREA.

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department ol Natural Resources (DNR)
and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough are the primary landholders of
public land in the Knik River Watershed (KRW) and recognize the
need to address management issues in the Jim Creek-Swan Lake-
Knik River area; and

WHEREAS, the area includes over 7,600 acres of public land,
the majority of which is owned and managed by the state DNR, and

WHEREAS, this area consists of uplands, wetlands,
anadromous streams and other water bodies, unique geologic
features, waterfowl staging and nesting areas, and wildlife to
include resident moose, black and grizzly bear; and

WHEREAS, <citizens and users have expressed repeated concern
about significant increases in unmanaged uses, vandalisn and
other unlawful violations, safety, pollution, littering, 1imparts
to fish and wildlife resources, impacts on nearby residents and
users, and have committed significant volunteer resources 1in

attempts to educate local residents and visitors 1in order to

improve the situation; and

Resolutions

S:\Planning 4 Land Use\Planning Admin\PC Reso\2005  *____



WHEREAS, the draft Asset Management Plan for Borough Owned
Land in the Butte Area (2004) recognizes that "use 1impacts [on
state land) are so significant to warrant a special study area
that should be established wunder cooperative management; the
Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the Susitna Area Plan (1985)
recognized important wildlife value, current and potential
future impacts of unmanaged use, and recommended special
designation for areas within the KRW; and the South Central
Recreation Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the
Jim-Swan Lakes area of the KRW to more effectively serve uiverse
recreational interests; and

WHEREAS. DNR has statewide experience in developing

sustainable mulciple-use plans for state land; and

WHEREAS, a planning team 1led by DNR would 1inzlude public
and private land owners and managers, scientists, user groups,
citizens, and adjoining private landholder representation, and
would be developed using ar open public process; and

WHEREAS, legislative designation and a management planning
effort would enhance opportunity for multiple-use management
that would include partnering, collaboration and volunteerisnm
for agencies, Jlandholders, diverse users, residents and citizen
groups.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED tnat the Matanuska-Susitna

Borough Planning Commission recommends the Assembly support

S:".Planning 4 Lnnd Use\Planning Admin\PC Reso\200S\PC reso '5-22 (AM) CC Page 2



state legislative efforts to create a Public Use Area for the
public 1land in the Knik River watershed and to t vide funding
to the Alaska Department of Natural Resources to develop and
implement a management planning process for the public _and in

the area.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Planning Commission this

H day of Nji, , 2005.

ATTEST:

PRISCILLA M. GOFF,/Planning Clerk

(SEAL)

S:\Planning S Land Use\Planning Admin\PC Reso\2005\PC reso 0OS-22<AM).DOC Page 3



By: L. Woods
Amended: 05/17/05
Adopted: 05/17/05

MATANUSKA-T ITNA BC. =”TGH
RESOLUTION SER L NO. 05-068 (AM)

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH SUPPORTING
STATE DESIGNATION OF LAND IN THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED AS A
PUBLIC USE AREA AND FOR THE STATE TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO DEVELOP A
MULTIPLE-USE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE AREA.

WHEREAS, the Alaska State Department of Natural

Resources (DNR) and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough are the

primary landholders of public land in the Knik River

Watershed (KRW) and recognize the need to address
management issues within portions of the atarshed,
particularly in the Jim Creek - Swan Lake - K,k River

areas; and

WHEREAS, the area includes over 250,000 acres of
public land, the majority of which 1is owned and managed by
the Alaska State Department of Natural Resources; and

WHEREAS, the Borough recognizes that wuse 1impacts on
State land are so significant as to warrant a special study
area that should be established under cooperative
management; and

WHEREAS, the Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the
Susitna Area Plan (1985) recognized important ildlife

value, ~current and potential future impacts of unmanaged

Page 1 of 4 Resolution Sera.-. No. 05-068 (AM)
IM No. 05-126



use, and recommended special designation for areas within
the Knik R*ver Watershed; and the South Central Recreation
the Jinm

Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan jr

Creek - Swan Lakes area of the Knik River Watershed to mo" e
ffrctively serve diverse recreational interests; and
WHEREAS, this area consists of uplands, wetlanas,
anadromous streams and other water bodies, unique geologic
features, waterfowl staging ar i nesting areas, and wildlife
to include resident moose, black and grizzly bear; and
WHEREAS, <citizens and wusers have expressed repeated

concern about significant increases in wunmanaged ses,

vandalism and other unlawful 1iiolations, safety, pollution,

littering, 1impacts t fish and wildlife resource . impacts
on nearby residents and users, and have committed
significantvolunteer resources xn attempts tc educate

local residents and visitors in order to improve the

situation; and

WHEREAS, DNR uas statewide experience 1in developing
sustainable multiple-use plans that recognize and provide
for a widevariety of users of State land, ye. in a way
that protects important ai?as; and

WHEREAS, a planning ream Jled oy DNR woula include
public and private land owner3 and managers, scientists, a

wide variety of user groups that currently use the area,

Page 2 of 4 Resolution Serial Mo. 05-068 (AM)
IM HO. 05-126



citizens, and adjoining private landholder representation,

and would be developed using an open public process; and

WHEREAS, a management planning effort would enhance

the opportunity for multiple-use management that would

include partnering, collaboration and volunteerism for
agencies, landholders, diverse users, residents and citizen
groups.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE”jLVED, that the Matanuska-

Susi.na Borough Assembly supports the State <creating a

public use area for public land in the Knik River watershed

and urges the appropriation of funds to the Alaska State

Department of Natural Resources to initiate a management

planning process which includes all user groups and

appropriate agencies for the public land in the area. The

State funding should include suificient resources to

implement the management plan and provide enforcement of

land-use regulations as provided to them under State

Statute Tfor their stewardship of public lands.

Resolution Serial No. 05-068(AM)

Page 3 of 4
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ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this

17 day of May, 2005.

TIMOTHY L. ANDERSON, Borough Mayor

ATTEST:

MICHELLE M. MCGEHEE, CMC, Borough Clerk

(SEAL)
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: Woods, Allen, Colderg, Kvalheim,
Simpson, Colver, and Vehrs
Page 4 of 4 Resolution Serial No. 05-068(AM)
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 05-126

SUBJECT: A resolution supporting state designation of land in the

Knik River Watershed as a state soecial management area and to
provide funding to the Department of Natural Resources to develop a
multiple-use management plan for the area.

AG3NDA OF: May 17, 2005

MANAGER RECOMMENDATION: Present to the assembly for consideration.

APPROVED BY JOHN DUFFY, BOROUGH MANAGER:

Il Route To: Department/Indi idual Initials Remarks

Originator

Community Development
Director
Planning end Land Use

Director

Finance Director
Borough Attorney
Borough Clt-k

ATTACHMENT(S): Fiscal Note: Yes No X
Parks, Recreation and Trails Aovisory Board
Resolution No. o~-Cb (2pp)
Planning Commission Resolution No. 05-22(AM)
Resolution Serial No. 05-

SUMMARY STATEMENT: The Susitna Area Plan, when it was adopted in
1985, recognized that a variety of special habitat, scenic and
recreational values existed in the Knik River Watershed. That plan
specifically recommended that the area surrounding Jim and Swan
Lake be designated as a State Recreation site.

The plan specifically found that legislative designation of the
area was important for the area because of the heavy public use of
the areas lakes and streams for salmon and trout fishing, waterfowl
hunting, canoeing, hiking and winter recreation activities. The
plan further stated that use of the area was likely to increase as

Page 1 of 2 IM No. 05-126
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tne population of the surrounding area grew, and that the area
should be managed to provide recreation while protecting and

enhancing wildlife habitat and protecting visual quality.

have been hearing more and more frequently

about conflicts between users of <he area, concerns about personal
safety and the need for active management of the area to help
resolve these <conflicts, protect 1important habitat areas f Zom
complete destruction while at the same time allowing the multicude
of recreational activities that have occurred in the area over the

years to continue.

In recent years we all

With the recent process we have gone through as part of developing
an asset management plan for borough owned land in the Butte area,
the subject of management of the adjacent state land again became a
major 1issue. While the public did not totally agree on how the
area should be lanaged, they did point out that any action on
Borough owned land 1is meaningless if not followed through by the
adjacent public land owners and vice-versa.

Fortunately, the scare Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Mining, Land and Water (DMLW) had participants at all our public
meetings and were involved in the review of our planning documents.
Following the last round of public review (summer and fall of 2004)
they took the message back that a plan for the entire watershed was
the only sensible way to proceed to deal with the real and

perceived conflicts that exist in the area.

The DMLW 1is now supportive of a legislative designation of the area
(either a public use area or a public recreation area) neither of
which prohibit any uses of the area, but allows the department to
utilize a planning process to arrive at an enforceable management

plan.

Legislation was proposed by DMLW and the Knik River Watershed Group
to accomplish the above and a fiscal note was dratted to complete a

management plan for the area within two years. Although no
leg: jlation was introduced a draft was prepared that could be used
as a good vehicle for the public to review and discuss in

preparation for the next legislative session.

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION: Because of the large amount of
public, mainly state 1land 1in the Knik River Watershed and the
amount of conflicts and safety concerns that we have all heard and
read about, it is recommended that the Borough recommend to the
state that a management plan for the area be adopted and the area
be protected fur its multiple-use recreational and habitat values.
The administration supports the resolution and recommends adoption.

IM No. 05-126
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
IARKS, RECREATION AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 05-05

RESOIUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PARKS

A
BOARD REQUESTING THE

RECREATION AND TRAILS ADVISORY
ASSEMBLE TO SUPPORT THE STATE DESIGNATING LAND IN THE KNIK
RIVER WATERSHED AS A STATE RECREATION AREA AND TO PROVIDE

FUNDING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO DEVELOP A
MULTIPLL-USE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE AREA.

WhEREAS, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough are the primary
landholders of public land 1in the Knik River Watershed
(KPW) and recognize the need to address management 1issues
in the Jim Creek-Swan Lake-Knik River area; and

includes over 250,000 acres of

WHEREAS, the area
owned and managed by

publ.c 1land, the majority of which 1is
the tate DNR, and

WHEREAS, the draft Asset Management Plan for Borough
Owned Land in the Butte Area (2004) recognizes that 'use
imracts fon state lano] are so significant to warrant a
special study area that should be established under
ccopeiat e management; the Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981)
a:d the Susitna Area Plan (1985) recognized important
wildlife value, current and potential future 1impacts of
un.ranaged use, and re.ommended special designation for
ar -as within the KRW; and the South Central Recreation
Aci ion Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the Jim-

Swan Lakes area of the KRW to more effectively serve
diverse recreational interests; and
WHEREAS, this area consists of uplands, wetlands,

anadromous streams and other water bodies, wunique geologic
features, waterfowl staging and nesting areas, and wildlife
to include resident moose, olack and grizzly bear; and

WHEREAS, citizens and wusers have expressed repeated
concern about significant increases in unmanaged jses,
vandalism and other unlawful violations, safety, pollution,
littering, impacts tc fish and wildlife resouices, impacts
on nearby residents and users, and have committed
significant volunteer resources in attempts to educate
local residents and visitors in order to improve the

situation; and



experience in developing

WHEREAS. DNR has statewide
provide

sustainable multiple-use plans that recognize and
for a wide variety of users of state land, yet 1in a way

that protects important areas; and

WHEREAS, a planning team led by DNR would 1include
public and private land owners and managers, scientists, a
wide variety of user groups that currently use the area,
citizens, and adjoining private landholder representation,
and would be developed using an open public process; and

effort would enhance
management that would
and volunteerism for
residents and citizen

WHEREAS, a management planning
the opportunity for multiple-use
include partnering, collaboration
agencies, landholders, diverse users,

groups.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough Parks, Recreation and Trails Advisory Board
urges the Assembly to support the State designating a
portion of the Knik River Watershed as a multiple-use State
Recreation Area and to provide state funding to the Alasxa
Department of Natural Resources to develop and implement a
management plan for public land in the area.

NOW, THEREFORE,

the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Parks

ADOPTED by
Trails Advisory Board this 25th day of

Recreation and
April, 2005.



ARESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED
GROUP MANAGEMENT EFFORTS

Mat-Su CVB Resolution FY05-06

WHEREAS, majority of public bods in the Knik River Watershed (KRW) are owned and managed
by the Alaska Department o f Natural Resources, Division of Mining, Land and Water (DNR).

WHEREAS, this area is popular for a wide variety of motorized and nonmotorized activity and
offers exceptional hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, birdwatching and photography; and

WHEREAS, the KRW consists of uplands, wetlands, anadromous streams and other water bodies,
unique geologic features, glaciers, swan and other waterfowl! staging and nesting areas, and wildlife

to include rr.oose, black and grizzly bear; and

WHEREAS, recreation in the area has significantly increased and is expected to continue to
increase, and llie area is located in the most populated region in Alaska.

WHEREAS, the Knik Aim Wetlands Study (1981) and the Susitua Area Plan (1985) recognized
important wildlife value, current and potential future impacts of unmanaged use, and recommended
special designation for areas within the watershed; the SouthCentral Recreation Action Plan (1984)
recommended a master plan for the Jim-Swan Likes area of the watershed to more effectively
serve diverse recreational interests’, and a portion of the Jim-Swan area is located within the Lake

George National Natural landmark; and

WHEREAS, citizens and users have expressed repeated concerns about personal safety,
vandalism, game and nongame violations, pollution and lack of sanitation, littering, imparls to fish
and wildlife resources, impacts on resident’s quality of life, impacts on responsible users, and

impacts on hydrology and area aquifers; and

WHEREAS, ai .tamable management plan is needed to protect fish and wildlife resources and
that will accommodate motorized, nonmotorized, consumptive and nonconsumptive uses; and

WHEREAS, the planning effort shall include a full public process, scientific expertise and trail
design expertise, and

WHEREAS, planning, sustainable management, and enforcement on public lands in the KRW wiill
enhance opportunity to develop tourism destinations by offering safe, exceptional recreational
opportunity for a multitude o f user groups and visitors.

NOW, THEREFORE BE FT RESOLVED that the Mat-Su Convention & Visitors Bureau Board of
Directors fv'iy supports eiforts to develop a management plan, in a full public process, for the Knik
River Watershed that will protect natural resources and accommodate motorized and nonmotorized

recne 'rion.

Adopted by die Mat-Su CVB Board of Directors on May 19,2005.

Sandra White Steve Mahay
President Secretary



MINUTES
Thursday, May 12,2005
Lazy Mountain Community Council
General Meeting

Meeting started with Presided Will Peabody calling meeting to order at 7:35pm.
Attended by Board Members; Will, Doug, Dan, Michael, Ken & Helen,
In addition, 8 general members.

Pledge

dinutes from the March 10, 2U05 meeting read by Dan Linden. Motion to approve by Lucy, second by
Helen.

Ken Klunder gave an update on the Comprehensive PLui. Eilien Probasco is getting a survey together to
be mailed to every land owner. The survey asks owners what is important to them. This information will
be used for the I'" workshop, called “V sion Building”. Ken stressed the importance of getting has many
people as possible involved with the comprehensive plan by attending the 1 workshop and the meetings

that are the last Thursday of every month.

Road Report by the RSA’s Lucy Klebesadel, Ken Klunder, and Pat Larrabee. Lucy reports that diere is
$20,000 left in the road budget. M ke Gamer says that $14,000 will be spent within the next 2 weeks.
Most roads in Ranchecte subdivision will be worked on. Robin ”ane will have a new chip seal product
applyied but the resurfacing will only cost the community $10,000.

Koperund requests residents to clean out culverts so that they m> assecc which ones need replaced.
Koperrunds will be brush cutting and request that residents mark tress and/or shrubs that they do not want
destroyed.

Lucy reported that our CIP list had been changed without approval or notification to the Lazy Mountain
Community Council. It appears that Lynn Woods and Jim Culver at' ' paving Robin l.ane, at a cost of

$110,000 to the list.
Lucy concluded by reminding the council that the new fiscal year for road funds starts June 30.

Cecily Fritz and Robert Howard gave a presentation on the Knik watershed area.

Thay are speartieadinfg a group called The Knik Watershed Group in which their mission is to sustain the
Knik River Watershed to insure use and enjoymem for current and future generation. After the
presentation. Will Peabody made a motion to approve a resolution for support of a state DNR

management plan. The full resolution is as follows:

This resolution was prepared by the Knik River Watershed Groupfor
cor sideration by the Lazy Mom: im Community Council and was
presented at the count Igeneral meeting on May 12, 2005.

Whereas, the majority of public lands in the Knik River Watershed
(KRW) are jwned and managed by the Alaska Department of Natural
Resources, Division of Mining, Land and Water (DNR).



Whereas, this area is popular tor a wide variety of motorized and
nonmotorized activity and offers exceptionad hunting, fishing, trapping

and nonconsumptive user; and

Where*” the KRW consists o f uplands, wetlands, anadromous streams
and other water bodies, unique geologic features, glaciers, waterfowl
staging and nesting areas, and wildlife to include moose, black and

grizzly bear; and

Whereas, recreation in the area has significantly increased and is
expected to continue to increase, and the area is located in the most

populated region in Alaska.

Whereas, citizens and users have expressed concerns about p -rsonal
safet), vandalism, game and nongame violations, pollution and lack of
sanitation, littering, impacts to fish and wildlife resources, impacts on
resident’s quality of life, impacts on responsible users, and impacts on

hydrology and area aquifers; and

Whereas, the Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the Susit:  * x
Plan (1985) recognized important wildlife value, current and potential
future impacts of unmanaged use, and recommended special
designation for areas within the watershed; and the SouthCentral
Recreation Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the
Jim-Swan Lakes area of the watershed to more effectively ser
diverse recreational interests; and

Whereas, DNR has the experience and expertise to develop a
management plan that shall involve a full public process, include
scientific expertise, trail design expertise and invite the participation of
ail user groups, citizens and adjoining landholders; and

Whereas, DNR has statewide experience in developing sustainable
multiple-use pI»"'« that protect important fish and wildlife resources;

and

Whereas, a management planning effort would enhance opportunity for
partnering, collaboration and volunteerism for agencies, landholders,
diverse user groups, residents, and citizen groups

Now, therefore be it resolved that the Lazy Mountain Community
Council supports state DNR efforts to develop a sustainable
management plan, in a full public process, for the Knik River
Watershed that will protect natural resources and accommodate
motorized and nonmotorized recrcat.on.

Adopted by Resolution of the Lazy Mountain Community Council on
May 12, 2005.

The motion was 2rdby MLheal Miller.
Vote taken. Vote was unanimous for acceptance of the resolution.

9:15 meeting adjourned by the president



M at-Su State Parks Citizens Advisory Board
Resolution.

A resolution supporting state funding to the Alaska Department of Natural
Resources for development ofa management plan for Public Lands in the Knik

River Watershed.

WTicrcas, the Alaska Department of Nature] Resources (DNR) is the primary landholder of
public lands in the Knik River Watershed (KRW) and the land is classified as generally managed

state land;

Whereas, the draft Asset Management Plan for Borough Owned Land in the Eutte Area (2004)
recognizes that “use impacts [on state land] are so significant to warrant a special study area that

should be established under cooperative management;

Whereas, the Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the Susitha Area Plan (1985) recognized
important wildlife value, current and potential future impacts of unmanaged use. and
recommended special d ignation for areas within the KRW;

Whereas, the SomhCentral Recreation Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the
Jim-Swan IMakes area of the KRW to address severe erosion from four-wheel drive vehicles and
fire hazards from unmanaged camping, and to more effectively serve diverse recreational

interests;

Whereas, the area includes over 7600 acres of wetlands, auadromous streams, unique geologic
features, waterfowl staging and nesting, and wildlife to include resident moose, black and grizzly
bear;

Whereas, citizens and users have expressed repeated concern for the increase in unmanaged uses,
vandalism, safety, pollution, littering, impacts to wildlife resources, and impacts on residents and

users, and have committed significant volunteer resources notifying agencies and troopers,
organizing clean-ups, and educating residents and visitors in attempts to improve the situation;

Whereas, DNR has statewide experience in developing sustainable multiple-use plans for state
land;

Whereas, a DNR led planning team would include land managers, scientists, user groups,
citizens, and adjoining private landholder representation, and wo ’d be developed using an open

public process;

Whereas, a management planning effort would enhance opportunity for multiple use
management that would include partnering, collaboration and volunteerism for agencies,

landholders, diverse users, residents and citizen groups.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Citizens Advisory Board of the Mat-Su district of Alaska State Parks supports s' ite
funding to the Alaska Department of Natural Resources to fulfill a management planning process

for public lands in the Knik River Watershed.

This RESOLU HON <£ >~ 3 was passed by the Mat-Su Citizc s Advisoiy Board at its regular
meeting held April 12, 2005.

U/MNAX-

Roy Wabhl, Chair

Distribution:

Cecily Fritz, Chair, Knik River Watershed Group



AMENDMENTS FOR HB 307/SB 197
“An Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area”
Ex ting statutes are good models for resolving problems with these hills

41.23.180. Purpose

< We need an inclusive pUD that will unite user groups: Amend items (1) and (3)
(pg 1 lines 7-8) to: ‘ Provide a public use area for off road motorized vehicle and

nonmotorized recreation .*; and

* (pg 1lines 12-14) to: ‘Perpetuate and enhance public enjoyment cf fish and wildlife and their
habitat including fishino. hunting, trapping, viewing, and phoTography.* (See A S. 41.23.010.)

41.23.190. Management

< We need a public planning effort:
Add: "1ne commissioner shall develop and adopt a management plan and regulations

implementing the plan, shall give public notice, conduct meetings and receive public
comments on the draft plan and regulations.* (See A S. 41.23.020 and A S. 41.23 110)

< We need daily (seasonal), on-the-ground enforcement Add language to this
legislation that will authorize and require the Commissioner to enforce a bailable
schedule of violations in the area defined in 41.23.210. The legislation should also
authorize the commissioner to enforce a bailable offense scheaule fo- regulations
adopted under the Knik River Public Use Area Management Plan.

» Add: “Provisions of AS 41.23.180-41.23.210 do not restrict enforcement authority within the
Knik River Public Use Area of the Commissioner of Fish and Game, the Board of Fisheries,
the Board of Game, the Commissioner of Environmental Conservation, or the Commissioner

of Public safety

41.23.200 Incompatible Uses:

< We need management of incompatible uses to protect wildlife resources; item d list
exceptions [41.23.200(a)] to that manrgement provision. Amend item d (pg 2 line 31-pg
3 line 4) to: ‘The commissioner shall allow access to the Kmk River Public Use Area bv
motorized and nonmotorized means of transportation to private land, interests in private land,
and for lawf'il sport and subsistence hunting, fishing, trapping, and recreational purposes in a
manner that is compatible with purposes.* (See A S.41.23 030 and A S. 41.23.120).

= A planning effort must involve evaluation of trails for resource and resident impacts;
improvement, reroute or closure as appropriate. Delete Item e (pg 3 lines 5-8). (See A’ S
41.23.030, A 0. 41.23.120 and A S. 41.23.070.)

= Managers need flexibility to manage shooting: Amend Item f (pg 3 lines 9-12) to:
“The commissioner may restrict the use of weapons, including firearms, when the
commissioner determines that the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public safety.’

Prepared by the Knik River Watershed

Local Group Proposed
Amendments



LEGISLATION
APPENDIX XIV.

HATCHER PASS PUBLIC USE AREA

LEGISLATION
AN ACT

Relating to Hatcher Pars Public Use Area

*Section 1. AS 41.23 Is amended by adding new sections to read:
ARTICLE 2. HATCHER PASS PUBLIC USE AREA.

Sec. 41.23.100. PURPOSE, (a) The purpose of AS 41.23.100 - 41.23.130 Is
to establish the area described in AS 41.23.130 as the Hatcher Pass Public Use

Area.
(b) The Hatcher Pass Public Use Area is established to

(1) provide for public recreation activities;

(2) protect and enhance the fishery, waterfowl, and wildlife resources
and habitat and provide for public use of the fishery and wildlife
resources, including fishing, grazing, hunting, and trapping;

(3) protect the water quality and scenic resources within the Hatcher

Pass Rjblic Use Aret.

Sec. 41.23.110. MANAGEfCNT. (a) The Commissioner of natural resources
Is responsible for the management of the surface and subsurface estate within
the Hatcher Pass F\iblic Use Area consistent with the purposes of A3 41.23.100.

(b) The Commissioner of fish and game, the 8oard of Fisheries, and the
Board of Game are responsible for the management of fish and game resources
and public use of fish and wildlife in ths Hatcher Pa3S PUbiic Use Area

consistent with the purposes of AS 41.23.100.

(c) After adequate public hearings and In consultation with the
Commissioner of fish and game, the Commissioner shall adopt and may revise a
management plan for the Hatcher Pass f\jbxlc Use Area in consultation with
local governments and other affected state agencies. The management plan
adopted under this section must be consistent with the purposes stated in
AS 4i.23.100. A management plan adopted or revised by the Commissioner under
this section shall be submitted to the legislature within the first 10 days of
the first regular session of the legislature to convene after its adoption or

revision by the commissioner.

(d) The provisions of AS 41.23.100 - 41.23.130 do not restrict a
responsibility within the Hatcher Pass F\jblic Use Area of the Commissioner of
fish and game, the Board of Fisheries, the Board of Game, the Commissioner of
environmental conservation, or the Comnissicner of public safety.

(e) The Hatcher Pass Public Use Area Is closed to mineral entry under
AS 38.05.185 - 38.05.275 from the effective date of this Act.

(f) Each valid existing mining claim on the effective date of this Act
remains valid and shall continue in full force and effect according to Its

terms.
- 355 -



LEGISLATION

(g) Except for road construction, the state may not acquire by eminent
domain privately owned land within or abutting state-owned land described in
AS 41.23.130 but may acquire privately owned land by purchase, exchange, or
otherwise for inclusion in the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area from willing

landowners.

(h) Except for valid existing rights on the effective date of this Act,
the Commissioner of natural resources may not sell state land within the
Hatcher Pass ftjblic Use Area.

Sec. 4i.23.120. COMPATIBILITY OF USES, (a) Except as provided in this
section, the Commissioner may prohibit or restrict incompatible uses unaer the
management plan adopted under AS 41.23.110 within the state-owned land and

water described in AS 41.23.130.

(b) Nothing In AS 41.23.100 - 41.23.130 prohibits the Department of Fish
and Ganme from engaging in rehabilitation, enhancement, and development of fish
and wildlife habitat within an area described in AS 41.23.130 that is
consistent with the purposes stated in AS 41.23.100.

(c) The Commissioner may not restrict lawful fishing, hunting, or
trapping rights allowed under a regulation of the Board of Fisheries or the
Board of Game within the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area.

(d) The Commissioner shall designate routes for motorized and
nonmotorized access within or across the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area.

(e) The Commissioner of public safety and the Commissioner of fish and
game shall have necessary access for fish and game management, research, and

enforcement purposes.

(f) If the Commissioner determines that a use is incompatible with one or
more cither uses in a portion of the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area, the
Commissioner snail state in the management plan adopted or revised under

AS 41.23.110.

(1) each determination of incompatibility;
(2) thf ipecific area where the incompatibility is oetermined to

exist;
(3) the time within which the incompatibility is determined to

exist; and
(4) the reasons for each determination of incompatibility.

Sec. 41.23.130. HATCHER PASS PUBLIC USE AREA. The vacant and
unappropriated state-owned lend and water and the state land and water
acquired in the future that lie within ttie boundaries described in this
section are designated as the Hatchei Pass Public Use Area, are reserved for
all uses compatible with their primary function as public use land, and are
assigned to the Department of Natural Resources for control and management:

Approved by the Governor: June 3, 1986
Actual Effective Date: September 1, 1916

- 356 -



NELCIIINA PUBLIC USE AREA. Sec.41.23.010. Purpose of AS 41.23.010 - 41.23.040.
The purpose of AS 41.23.010 - 41.23.040 is to establish the area described in AS 41.23.040 as the Nelchina
Public Use Area. The Nelchina Public Use \rea is established to

(1) protect and maintain fish and wildlife habitat, particularly caribou calving areas, trjmpeter swan nesting
areas, and other important habitats for moose, Dal I sheep, and brown bear so that traditional public uses of fish
a.id wildlife populations may ¢ *ntinue;

(2) perpetuate and enhance pidic enjoyment of fish and wildlife and their habitat including fishing, hunting,
trapping, viewing, and photography;

(3) perpetuate and enhance general public recreation in a uuaiity environment;

(4; perpetuate and enhance additional public uses described in the Susif’** Area Plan;
(3) allow additional public uses of the area in a manner compatible with the purposes specified in (1H4) of this

section.

Sec. 41.23.020. Management
(a) Management of the surface and subsurface estate of the Nelchina Public Use Area is the responsibility of

the department. After adequate public hearings the commissioner may designate incompatible uses and shall
adopt and may revise a managemsi.t plan for the Nelchir.a Public Use Area. With regard to the management of
land witliin the central caribou calving area described in AS 4 1.23.040 (b), the commissioner shall obtain the
concurrence cf 'he Department of Fish and Game in the adoption and revision of the management plan. With
regard to the maiiagerient of land within the public use area described in AS 41.23.040(c), the commissioner
shall consult with the Department of Fish and Game in the adoption and revision of the management plan.

(b) The Department of Fish and Game is responsible for the management of fish and game resources and
public use of fish and wildlife in the Nelchina Public Use Area consistent with the purposes of AS 41.23.010 .

(c) The Nelchina Public Use Area shall be open to mineral entry under AS 3S.05. 183 - 38.05.275, and the
commissioner may adopt regulations to achieve the purposes spe-Jfied in AS 41.23.010 . Each valid existing
right or permit shall remain valid and continue in full force and effect according to its terms. Exploration,
development, and extrac'ion of subsurface resources shall be allowed in a manner that is compatible with the
purposes specified in AS -41.23.010(1-4)

(d) The state may not acquire by eminent domain privately owned land within or abutting state-owned land
described in AS 41.23.04 ) but may acquire privately owned land by puichast. exchange, or otherwise for

inclusion in the Nelchinr Public U-. Area.
(e) The commissioner ray not manage the Nelchina Public Use Aiea as a unit of the state park system.

Sec. 41.23.030. Incompatible uses.

(a) Except as provided in this section, the commissioner may prohibit or restrict incompatible uses under the
management plar. adopted under AS 41.23.020 within the a”*te-owned land and water described in AS
41.23.040.

(b) Nothing in AS 41.23.010 - 41.23.040 prohibits the Department of Fish and Game from engaging in
rehabilitation, enhancement, and development of fish and wildlife habitat within an area described in AS
41.23.040.

(c) The commissioner may not restrict lawful sport and subsistence fishing, hunting, or trapping rights allowed
under a regulation of the Board of Fisheries or the Board of Game within the Neichina Public Use Area.

(d) The commissioner shall allow traditional access to the Nelchina Public Use Krca by motorized or
nonmotorized means of transportation to private land, interests in private land, and for lawful sport and
subsistence hunting, fishing, trapping, and recreational purposes in a manner that is compatible with purposes

specified in AS 41.23.010 (1) - (4).
(e) The Department of Public Safety and the Department of Fish and Game shall have necessary access for fish

and game management, research, and enforcement purposes.
(f) if the commissioner determines that a use is incompatible with one or more other uses in a portion of the

Nelchina Public Use Area, the commissioner shall state in the management plan adopted or revised under AS

41.23.020
(1) each determination of incompatibility; (2) the specific area where the incompatibility is determined to

exist; (3) the time within which the incompatibility is determined to exist; and (4) the reasons for each
determination of incompatibility.



AVnultiU3e;r, allToluriteer group from the local area

Goals:
< Realize sustainabie management on public lands to protect natural resources and

accommodate motorized and. :onmotorized recreation.

< Mitigate, restore and improve as appropriate to protect watershed resources.

< Enhance public understanding of watershed values.

Steering Committee:
nmooreOmtaonline.net

9 Nancy Moore 745-1540

= Gregory Nilsson 745-7526 snowstar@arcticvailey/jom
* Royce Quails 745-1767 royceq@mtaonline.net

= Steve Rowland 746-3630 sroeOmtaonline.net

= Charlotte Surtor 745-4565 LobcharOmtaonline.net

* Cecily Fritz, Chair 746-0558 infoOknikriver.orq

Accomplishments:
< The Knik River Watershed: PowerPoint program presented at 21 community, user,

agency forums

< On the ground volunteerism Clean-ups, outdoor events, lake monitoring

< Recipient: USFWS 2005 Coastal Management Grant in coordination with the Palmer Soil
and Water Conservation District

< Workshop attendance “Project WET: Water Education for Teachers"

"To sustain the Knik River Watershed to ensure use and enjoyment foi current and future generations '

Esiablished September 2004


mailto:royceq@mtaonline.net

March 24, 2006

To Representative Jay Ramraa, Co-chalr. House Resources Committee

Re: House Bill CS 307 "An Act Creatmy the Knik River Public Use Area’

Dear Representative Ramras

Representative Bill Stoltze released committeo substitute legislation on March 15. 2006.

We believe the legislation 6houk] be .urther improved and submit the following comments for your
consideration during the scheduled hearing on Monday, March 27, 2006. Our proposed changes are
underlined and in bold 1hope you also have the opportunity to review the contents of the material
packet we mailed you earlier in the session related to HB 307.

e.14. "Provide, for the public to enjoy the fug spectrum of

A: Include nonmotonzed use: Page 1 haw
public uses including off-road vehicle d Jflnmotprto [l ftcraalton determined to 0€ compatible

wjth.LlJ.and tfIfIf tili].MC.tign."

B Expand the public process page 2 lIn* 7: Include workshops and public hearings, or
establishment of a citizen's advisory board. This is the best means to ensure that resident

safety —nd quality of life concerns are addressed

C. Fix the wording on incompatible use: Page 3 line 3; "allow the Knik River Public Use Area
to be used for activities, as compatible wfch purootea. to indude all-terrain vshldes..."

D Provide for wise use of ORVs: Prtetc tom (2) pips lines 11-16 In Incompatible Uses.
This section Circumvents the I'_GQUII'Ed public planning process. ORV use is ensured in Section

41.23.180 (Purposes page 1 line 14

E rnsure timely enforcement prior to adoption cf a bailable offense schedule: Add IMent language
directing, the comrmsyloner of Public Safety, the commissioner of Fish and Game and other
regulatory agenc. as fa enforce existing laws in the area described in 41.23.230.

Thanl"”\-‘vlc"‘ S 4 & iOn,
/ 7 /f'/;
inoA_Zs <, 4 47T

Cecily Fritz. Chair

7c -sustain the Kmk River Watiwv ¢ to ensure use ana enioyment for current and future generations

littp //kmkriver.crg 0 in‘'o@knikriver.org
Group and Individual Letters
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nnn Fmak H Miriuwild, Governor

I Wayne Kubat, Chair
PO Box 874867
Matanuska Valley Wasilla, Alaska 99657
Fish & Game Advisory Committee oh. & fax: 376-95* |

email: args@mtaonline.net

November 23rd 2005

Senator Huggins and Representative Stoltze,

The Matanuska Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee unanimously supports House Bill 307 and
Senate Bill 197. the bills to create the Knik River Public Use Area as written and introduced by
yourselves.

Tt Knik River has historically been a destination for many visitors. With Anchorage, Palmer, and

Wasilla home to over 50% of Alaska’s population, this recreational area will provide access for many
diverse users of the area. Adjacent to this area if Chugach State Park that restricts those Alaskans

looking for an off-road vehicle experience.

Along with the specific management the legislation will create, we believe that additional education
and enforcement will create an enjoyable destination for all recreational users and th's legislation is a

step in that direction. Thank you for your efforts!

Sincerely,

Wayne Kubat
Chairman - Maianu”.ut Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee

Serving &e Alaska Board of Fisheries and Alaska Board o f Game
Bofa> Suppon Searica 333 Rwtimy «ofd Anctonge ABCa9951*1599


mailto:args@mtaonline.net

Alaska From.or Trappers Association

PO Box 3208
Palmer. Alaskag9645 January 30. 2006

Dear Representative Stoltze and Senator Huggins,

The Alaska Frontier Trappers Association fully support House Bill 307 and
Senate Bif 197.

The Knik luver has been a favorite destination for all outdoor recreational
users. Trappers have a history cftrapping on the Knik River since the
temtor 1days. One cfthe most talked about trappers was Tex Cobb. He
trapped all ever the South Central area and has been written about in such
magazines as Outdoor Life”. Trappers are possibly the first to utilize the
area as a mean.: of support and are the first trail blazers.

With the passage of these bills as written, we will be assured of continued
use without the threat of closure in the form of a State Park.

y,
is*.

Bob Green

President, Alaska crontier Trappers Association



Butte Community Council

RESOLUTION NOTr2005-5

A resolution ofthe Butte Community Councilsupporting a bl", fora/j act
entitled, “AN ACT CREATING THEKNIK RIVER PUBUC USEAREA." State
of AN ska, HOUSU @M No. HB 307, and senate BHt No. SB 197, introduced

M ay ?, 2005

Wttfcas: Recent actions by individuals. groups, and staterner is contained in the 'Assel
u

S,
Management Plan (or Borough Owned Land inthe Buie Area* to propose and solicit n
unrea%onaqe restrimons _ongaccess antLi se of pubEflc lands In thepBuPt?-KntK RlverWa%Vshed

area, and threaten to efrrioate many of the assumed freedoms, lifestyles, and tra<ftiona| uses of
the Butte area residents and others, and

Wherear Due to the unknown séatus of the above mentioned octior , and the unknown %ut ome
thereof, this qulstatlon IS deemed necessary order to preserve the traditional uses of tl & above

mentioned public lands, and

Whereas:. Them are approximately 90 mtfcon acres of essentiatv non-motorized areas alread
sHeatba3|de in Afaska n t[r)1p ?orm otf 3t|onaf Parks, W*w ness Areas, WSnc]g%e Refuges. Crtpcaﬁ Y

Itat Areas. State Parks, etc. an

Whereas: We iptend that the m rpose of this Knfc River Rubic Use Area.istohe fo'
mmtllgﬁe se, mcﬂjgpng motorfze “]ar%J a/ater, and air) ve r¥cto recreaHon, and including r orv

motortzed use, an

Whereas: 7hens are provisions contained within «he Public Use Area legislation regulations to
adequately prowdae ?oFr) vv}idil?e an(? heﬂ)ltat protection, and v :

Whereas: We intend this Kniﬁ Riveg Pubfjc Use Ar%to b? similar inscogﬁ.a dpurgo_se the
Heana PubMc Use Area WIth 3 S aflowe Hses sug afofroac motor vehicles. trapping
unting, mineral exploration, mining and other ngaRy allowed uses, and

Wh?_reas: The users of these Fublic Lands have Ffre_viouslﬁ expiessed their desires fof on «tinued

public access by their approyals of a?t BCC reso UéIOHS ublic petitions, and the*r ounhc r
expressed |sa§ireemen with man’fo the progose restrictions in the draff "Asset Manac 8mend
Plan for Borough Owned Land inthe Butte Area.*

Now Therefore, we. the r%e,ople present here tonight. June 8. 20|(»5_ being members of the  (itte
Community Counci, by majority vote, approve of this BCC resolution supporting the forma lion of
aKnik River Public Use Area, Dy the Alaska State Legislature.

Signed by: A Quorum of the Board of the Butte Community Council



From: Butte Area Residents

To: Rep. Bill Stoltze ; aklvnne@gic.net; Cecily at KRWG ; brit@alaskadrcamcr.com ; John
Dufly

Cc: Senator Huggins

Seni: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 12:46 PM

Subject: Rc: Work Draft for Knik River PUA Legislation

Mr. Stoltze, Mr. Huggins,
Thank you for submitting the draft for CS HB307/SB197 to us.

Late February, when Bril was in Juneau, she dropped off a packet at Rep. Gatto's office from
Butte Area Residents Civic Conization, which included our request from legislators to
substitute HB 307/SB 197 Public LNe Area legislation under AS 41.23 with the Knik River
Valley State Recreation Area under AS 41.21.

Since we were under the impression that you chose not to have any contact with us, we asked

Mr. Gatto to give the packet to you. If you would like to have additional packets, please let us
know and we shall send them to you. The packet also includes a legal analysis on the statutory
shortcomings of legislation under AS 41.23** public use area.

Please, consider our alternate legislation for a Knik River State Recreation Area. By statute, it
would allow an open public process to accommodate all user groups and would have built-in
tcols for immediate and effective on the-ground-around-the-clock law enforcement. It may be
of interest to you that the Mat-Su Borough's Code Compliance office has been trying t,,
approximate the "Peace Officer" status. They have to go to court for every citation which is
challenged. This is a very expensive process for the Borough. In addition, their personnel are too
afraid to give citations to people when they see infractions, such as shootings or fireworks. Their
presence d”cs nothing to deter unlawful activities.

Because of the little snow cover this year, most of the area was accessible to 4x4s, ORVs and
accompanying shooting, dumping and reckless partying. This accelerated mayhem has been ver>
hard on those of us who live here. We can't rest on weekends because of explosions and gun fire
at night. We cant go about our chores, nor can we enjoy the trails behind our house, during the
weekend days because of ongoing shooting and us having to go to "educate" the shooters in
person to protect ourselves and our properties. One of the frequent mud boggers even told us that
it was no longer "safe" for them to take their rigs across the "beaver pond" because of ail the
metal and wrecks on the bottom An abandoned car has been contaminating tne Bodenburg
Creek Overflow since late fall; vandals have shot up and tried to ram down more signs and have
blacked out the no-shooting signs.

We appreciate you giving your consideration to our request.
Best regards,
Brit Lively and Gregory Nilsson

Co-Chaiis
Butte Area Residents Civic Organization


mailto:aklvnne@gic.net
mailto:brit@alaskadrcamcr.com

Page 1of 2

Emily Stanclfff

From: | jtte Aea Residents [resource@buttealaska.org]
Sent: Monday. February 20, 2006 12.53 AM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB307 Knik River Public Use Area

Attachments: ButteAreaResidentsFlier.jpg

Dear Representative Ramras,

HB307/SB197 for the creation of a Knik River Public Use Area (AS 41.23) was referred to your Resources
conriittee after it was introduced last year by Representative Bill Stoltze on behali Alaska Outdoor Access

Alliance/Alaska Outdoors Council (AOAA/AQC).

As long-time residents of Butte in the Knik River Valley, we fear that this legislation, particularly under AS 41.23,
will continue the degradation of our quality of life and prohibit economic development opportunities which other
communities onjo/, who live in similar spectacular world-class environments close to major population centers as

we do.

The reason for this emalil is to let you know of our hope that you will considei alternative legislation to HB307
rather than passing or amending the hill as introduced. We believe that the creation of a Knik River Valley State
Recreation Area under AS 41.21 w:ll work to everyone's benefit and will be the most practical and cost-effective
solution. | shall bring a briefing packet to your office and the other members of the Resource Committees ol both
houses early this week when | shall be in Juneau for a legislative fly-in with a trade association | belong to.

Our packet will Include a legal analysis of the deficiencies of HB307, draft legislation for the creation of a "Knik
River Valley State Recreation Area," and exhibits which, of course, are intended to convince you how we have
increasingly suffered under an admittedly sacrificial management regime. A Public Use Area under 41.23, even
with amendments, just does not have the statutory teeth to give us an open public process for multiple use
planning, nor give us good resource manrgement or most important of all, effective law enforcement. AS 41 21
does. A State Recreation Area designation would also follow the mandate of the Susitna Area Plan.

You may ask, "why don't you go to your own legislators?" Please be assured: 'we did." After meetings with DNR
and the Mat-Su Borough, we had asked Rep. Stoltze and Sen. Huggins to try and appropriate $250,000 to DNR
so they could prepare an open, public management plan with no preconceived idea of any preferred legislation,
but based on past studies, realistic science and user input. Mr. Stoltze was aware of our several years' futile
efforts to educate the public and towards a coopero ve management agreement among the public land owners,

Instead. Sen Huggins and Rep Stoltze m'.oduced, on behalf of and v.ritten by AOC/AOAA, the H8307/SB197
legislation. Several of us have tried to contact Rep. Stoltze since repeatedly with no results. Sen. Huggins
has publicly declared war on us at a AOAA/AQOC rally in favor of unlimited, free-for-Ml motorized access.

There are so many issues and problems where 3-mmute per person testimony during committee hearings can not
even come close to convey the problems. May we therefore suggest that as part of your hearings and
deliberations on SB197 you invite representatives from Alaska State Troopers, AST Fish & Wildlife Enforcement,
Mat-Su Borough Code Compliance. Mat-Su Borough Land Management, Mat-Su Borough Emergency Services,
including Butte Fire Chief, those DNR land manager representatives who have at one time solicited incident
reports, such as Mr. Adam Smith and Dave Kelly, DEC representatives, DNR Habitat representatives and Alaska
State Forest7 . These are the people who are able to convey the extent of the problems here and their associated
costs to the State of Alaska and to the public.

Thank you for your attention to our concerns.

Please call or write if we can be of assistance.

Best regards,

2/21/2006


mailto:resource@buttealaska.org

»
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Brit Lively Co-Chair
Sregory Nilsson Co-Chair

Butte Area Residents Civic Organization
Mail: 259 South Alaska Street

Palmer AK 99645
907-745-7526, 907-227-1 028

2/21/2006



Hello Jim,

| spoke wi'h you before Christmas about House Bill 307 “An Act Creating
the Knik Rivtr Public Use Area”.

The enclosed material is for consideration for inclusion in the Resource
Committee members’ legislative packets, assuming the bill gets scheduled
for a hearing. At your convenience | would like your guidance on which
of the documents should be included in the packets. 1can send most of
the substantive documents via e-mail but thought rather than overload
your computer at the outset, | would sent the entire packet by snail mail
for your initial review. I’ll give a call to your office in a day or two.

Thanks very much for your time and expertise.



January 21, 2006

Representative Jay Ramras
Stat6 Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Ramras:

I am writingto request your help on House bill JO7 “An Act Creating the Knik River Public Area".
HB 307 was introduced last session by Representative Bill Stoltze Companionbill SB197was
introduced by Senator Charlie Huggins The bills were referred to the Resource and Finance

committees.

With several key amendments, this legislation can be an appropriate means to resolve problems
currently occurring on state lands in the Knik River oas™. Without amendments, HB 307 should

not pass. Alternate legislation should also be considered, with the focus on securing daily
(seasonal) enforcement under a bailable offense system, and directing DNR to establish a
collaborative planning group of citizens, users and agencies. Enclosed please find the following:

= Map of proposed Knik River Public Use Area

= Photographic documentation of values, problems and solutions
= History of research and public process for the Knik River Area
= Amendments for House dill 307, if deliberated

< Comparative FUA statutes

< About the Knik River Watershed Group

= Comments, 'etters and resolutions

As Co-Chair of the House Resources Committee, we are confident that your leadership will result
in a good outcome for users and residents of the Knik River area. We support action that will

ensure desperately needed enforcement, healthy wildlife and scenic resources for our children's
children to enjoy, peace of mind for nearby residents, and inclusion of all users. Residents and

users stand ready to volunteer!
Thank you very much for your time.
Respectfully,

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group

Enclosures

To sustain the Knik River Watershed to ensure use and enjoyment for current and future generations

http//knikriver org 0 info@knikriver org 0 (907) 746-0558 0 P.O Box 195 Palmer. Alaska 9°645



Proposed Knik Public Use Area
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FUN IN THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED

S. Rowland

Photographs are the property of the photographers and subject to all copyright laws.



LIFE IN THE KNIK RI/JER WATERSHED
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PROBLEMS IN THE KNIK RIVEI:WATERSHED

Vandalism
Pollution Resource Impairment
Littering Wildlife Violations
Unsafe shooting No outhouses in high use areas
Lier/Resident conflicts Significant incraast. in use

Photographs are the property of the photographers and subject tc all copyright laws.



PROBLEMS IN THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED

HB 307 and SB 197 (page 3 line 5) preserve all
existing motorized trails before planning and
evaluation for impacts on residents and resources.

With the amendments suggested by the Knik River
Watershsd Group, ORV use is ensured in Purposes

Iltem (1) and Incompatible Uses Item (d).

N Moore

Photographs are the property of the photographers and subject to all copyright laws.



SOLUTIONS

Photographs are the property of the photographers and subject to all copyright laws.



KNIK RIVER WATERSHED
Twentv-five years of research gnd public process - Let's act now

Knik Arm Wetlands Study - 1981. (Alaska Biological Research for USF&W) Proposed tfie Jim-
Swan area be an Area Meriting Special Attention noting high density use by ducks, yeer-round
moose concentrations and intensive black bear use. “Long term plans, however, will have to
indude tempers! and spetial zoning practices which wilt reduce conflicts between recreational user

groups as well as between recreational users and wildlife.*

SouthCentral Recreation Action Plan -1984. (Alaska Departments of Natural Resources and Fish
and Game for Governor Bill Sheffield), Identified Jim/Swan wettorxJs as ‘critical importance for
hacitaf and wrote a senate bill establishing Jim/Swan Lakes State Recreation Area

Susitna Area Pian - 1985. (DNR, F&G) “The Jim-Swan lakes area will he managed to prov'de a
variety of recreation, including hunting and fishing. Becauso of its high value for these uses, its
proximity to large population centers und its vulnerability to overuse and environmental
degradation, the Jim-Swan area should be designated by the legislature as a State Recreation

Area.™

Resource Assessment of the Knik Glader Area - 1993. (USDA/5CS, Palmer Soil and Water
Conservation District, Mat-Su Resource Conservation * Development, Inc). “Thu area supports
healthy populations of moose, Dali sheep and black beai Other large animals inhabiting the Knik
River drainage include mountain goats, wclves, coyotes, and brown bears. Wetlsnds in the Jim-
Swan Lake area are impotent habitat for spawning salmon, winter forage tor mocso, anti es a
staging and breeding area for waterfowl. The south facing slopes on the northern side of the vuiiey

are important lambing areas for Dali sheep.”

Ecological Review of the Lake George National Natural Landmark - 1996 iThc? Landmark contains
sections of Knik River/Jim-Swan reoionl (AiasKa Natural Heritage Program, US Dept cf Interior,
NPS, Alaska Natural Landmark Program). The program was established tc identify, recognize and
encourage the preservation of the best remaining examples of the geological end biological
features composing the Nation's natural history. "Human use levels need to be evaluated if the

NNL’s ecological stability is to be maintained”.

Cook 'nlet mapping - 2002. (Coast Guard, Cook Iniet Spill Preven»:on and Response, nc, Cook
Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council, NOAA, DNR, F&G ) Jim-Sv'an is sensitive as a waterfowl
concentration area and receives priority protection during oil spill planning and response.

Aerial Swan Survey Data 19ii8-20Q4 (William A. Qu‘rk, Biologist) "For the early arriving and late
migrating trumpeter swans, the lakes in the Jim Creak area have a significant advantage over other

lakes in the Upper Cook Inlet Region."” (Refers to corporative earliest ice out/iatest freeze up.)

Cooperative Management Agreement - 2003 draft. (Requested by Butte and South Knik River
Community' Councils). ‘For tne Purpose of Managing Public Lands for Multiple Uses in the Jim

Creek - Swan La.re - Knik River Area’

Asset Management Plan for Borough Owned Land in the Butte Area-2004 Draft.fLand Design
North) Designate ‘Jim and Mud Lake Primitive Area...worfc with DNR to designate the area as a
Special Use Area for summer nonmcrtorized use_*

BLM Draft Ring of Fire RMP/EIS - 2005. Proposes the Knik River Special Recreation Management
Area to provide additional ‘protection of resources, specifically wildlife and fisheries’.



April 4, 2005

Honorable Lydc. Green, Senator
Alaska Legislature, Juneau Alaska

Dear Senator Green,
My name is K-irt Marshal), my family has been in Alaska since 1934, when my grandparents

settled in the Butte area of Palmer, as colonists.

Our family is out doors and recreationally orienied and wnile we svould like to continue using th
Jim creek, Knik glacier area as a family retreat, the mcrease of family danger due to vandalism,
gunfire and chaotic behavior prevents our continuing to do that. Because my family still owns a
171-acre farm near the Butte, | am very concerned about the continued degradation of the area.
We have watched in frustration and horror as the uncaring individuals have claimed the area as
their own to systematically destroy.

We urge yon as oir representative to act quickly to enable the Depaitment of Natural Resources
(DNR) to develop a rhort term education and enforcement plan to head off a situation which is
rapidly deteriorating as the days warm and summer recreation increases.

I am aware of numerous environmental studies and land use plans for the area, among them tire
Susitna Watershed Plan; there are numerous solutions offered therein.

High among my family’s concerns is the reckless abandon of many ATV riders tear-ag up the
beautiful countryside with apparent disregard for those who enjoy an unspoiled trail ind quiet
time.

It saddens me t., see what has happened to this beautiful valley. Clearly, as the Valley population
grows and more Anchorage residents find the Valley as a recreational area, the impact and
pressure on the remanding wilderness area will continue to grow as will the abuse.

Please, i urge ycu to help

You have my family’s strong support in resolving this enormous issue.

Sincerely,

Kurt Marshall
(907)351-2727
knuu-shalKi~*harrisak.com



Maich 30, 2005
D-aar Senators and Representatives and Planners,

As one of your constituents and a concealed resident, lask you to support funding for a
DNI’/Mat-Su Borough plan for the Knik W atershed area.
I'believe it is time to focus our attention on this before we come to regret it by allowing these
buses to continue virtually un-ciiecked. 1know the State Troopers have been on increase in
the area and have begun to make more arrests. We have a long way to go though towards
enforcement of the area and we should support the Q. rpers who risk their life by forming a
plan, getting the community together and backing them up, so tnat the impact will be swifter,
we can catch more criminals in the tcr end possibly save a life. The life could be of someone’s
kid of aneighbor or friend. Please think about that.

As a hunter and fisherman, lam concerned and enraged that my rights are being infringed
jpon by people that have no responsibility when itcomes to guns and tearing up the habitat
of the resources that my family and I depend on for food. Itlooks bad for hunters, gun
owners and outdoorsmen, vrhen these irresponsible people shoot in any ?nd all directions
whenever they /net like it. When I'hear people talk about the Jim Cieek (people that don't
live in the area or depend on it for resources and unrivaied beauty) ares itis viewed as a
place to ¢’cwhatever you want, whenever you want because no one cares or stops you!

Thisis my backyard and the consequences ofthat "do wha'an- r you want-’thinking results in
mass shooting of automatic weapons night and day, vehic e* stolen and vandalized all the way
from Anchorage and even from the ret’dents in the area nearby toJim Creek, during the dry
months drunk visitors set campfires when there isaban on ar.y fires period and sometimes
take gasoline opill it on the ground, connecting ths campfire.!, very close lo the forest,
vehicles set on fire and dumped ir. the creek, shot up with lead and this iswhere some of the
prime fishing areas are! Iwonder how much lead is in the water? I think we should be oetter
stewards of tr.e land in this area so that our resources will continue lo be healthy and
abundant for hurting and fislung and all the outdoor activities people enjoy. At least ifwe had
a planning process all the people could weigh in from the area and we can send a message
out the public that this kind of idiotic abuses won't be tolerated and that we are serious about
putting an end to this recklessness. Maybe there would be a way to form a combined

user group patrol to scout the area and reoort to the c oopers.

Iam looking forward to g*:ti?ig youi feedback. ?appreciate your attention to this matter.
Thank you very much.

17495 E. Sullivan Ave.

PO. box 4709

Palmer, AK 99645
subers@pobox.mtaonl'ng.nei



April 8, 2005
To: All legislators for this are2

Copy:

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P.O. Box 195

Palmer, AK. 99645

I implore you to support state legislative funding of a DNR/Mat-Su Borough planning
process for public lands in the Knik River watershed.

I write to you because | feel an urgent need to act in regards to the Jim Creek-S wan Lake
and Pavillfen areas. | live almost directly across the Pavillion area. | fear for my safety
and the safety of my family many nights during the week and especially on the weekend
I lay awake full of adrenalin from hearing loud explosions, high-powered rifle shots
going in all directions, illegal and careless drag racing shouting and more shots into the
early morning hours.

lam aware that that the Butte area has a bad reputation and comes offas an
embarrassment foi the Mat-Su valley to bear. I just don't understand why it has to stay
this way? lworry that Anchorage and Juneau doesn't take the valley folks as seriously as
they should because ofthese type of activities (naming us valley trash leaves tittle doubt).

Yet, there are many folks who live here, that take pride in where they live (I am one of
them), keep their place ueat and clean, work hard everyday and pay property taxes. We
expect to have a safe place to live, where we don't have to worry about getting shot from
a stray bullet or getting killed by driving too close to a meth drug deal.

We must devise a way to STOP the reckless shooting, stolen vehicles, vandalism,
pollution of vibrant hunting and fishing resources and endangermcnt of residents that live
in an area who worry about inebriated folks starting fires that could potentially destroy
their homes.

Approving funding for a plan will start a long overdue step in working <o find solutions to
this problem. lam willing, as a resident of this area, to volunteer my time to help clean
up, patrol—whatever it takes to help out in this matter.

Finally, l appreciai* the work that you do, I am sure it is not easy, .thank you for your
time and for your efforts regarding this matter.

Sincerely, {O&uik-
Margaret A. Wanke

P.O. Box 4709

Palmer, AK. 99645



Subject: KRWG

From: "Helen Woodings" <helenw@mtaonline.net>
Ds.e: Mon, 11 Apr 2005 12:25:29 -0800

To: <info@knikriver.org>

As a fifty one year resident of thi." area, | often used this area for pinics, dog

walking, skiing and hiking.
Now thatitis a dump, a hideout, gun siting a ea, | fear for my safety to go to that

lovely area.

| support the action of this groip who wishes to promote planning for motorized and
non-motorized use. and to save this beautiful area for its wildlife and recreation?!
purposes.

Helen Woodings

:I.Of 1 4/t 1/2005 5:39 PM
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4/9/2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. O. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

I live on the south side of Knik River, directly across (~3 km) from Jim Creek Flats, and am
writing to express my insistence for state funding of a planning process for lands in the Knik
River watershed. Management plans and law enforcement are long overdue for this area

Current management and law enforcement, or lack thereof, are far beyond being acceptable and
are totally inappropriate for any part of the United Sates, especially in such a unique areaof
Alaska The watershed and surrounding areas are incredible ecosystems with a diversity of
wildlife and fishery habitats, other natural resources, and aesthetic scenery. Easy access for
people to the area provides exceptional opportunity for recreational users, which results in both
positive and negati e effects. Positive effects to people include the pure enjoyment of nature,
hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, and motorized use. Negative effects to people, especially
residents such as myself, include noise pollution, vandalism, annoyance, diminislied quality of
life, and increased risk o f damage to property, pets, and life. Simply put, many residents no
longer feel safe to hike, hunt, fish, or even leave vehicles anywhere because of the legitimate fear
of being harassed, shot, or returning to a vandalised vehicle.

Increased recreational use has resulted in prominent damage to the natural environment, which
ironically, is what makes this area so incredibly unique. Littering, pollution, vandalism,
poaching, unsafe and uncontrolled shooting, joyriding, vehicle abandonment, erosion,
uncontrolled ATV and airboat usage, intentional and unintentional destruction of wildlife nests
and habitats, and abandoned fires are becoming the “normal” activities, which are all
unacceptable especially in such a unique and wonderful area. Something needs to be done now,
before everything gets completely out of control in this “land of the lawless™.

Because of exponential growth of the adjacent human population, this watershed is in dire need
of long-term management plans to conserve the natural resources inherent to the area, including
the unique and abundant wildlife populations and habitats. In the last decade, recreational use by
people of this watershed has increased dramatically. Within the next decade, human population
within the Mat-Su Borough is projected to grow to 100,000. Continued lack of management and
consideration of public input will result in higher risks of impacts from human activities to
wildlife distribution, populations, habitats, and ecosystems.

As a local resident, I insist on a management plan for this area IMMEDIATELY, as it is long
overdue.

Scott A. Wolfe
Wildlife Biologist



To: Cecily Fritz, Chair Knik River Watershed Group 4/04/05

We support state .egislative funding ofa DNR/Mat-Su Borough planning process for public
lands in the Knik River watershed Currently there is no active management of the area As the
population of the Mat-Su and Anchorage area has increased so has use ofthe area with negative
impacts on wildlife resources, watershed integrity, user enjoyment of the area, and local
resident’s quality of life. The rivers, lakes, wetlands & mountains sides support a tremendous
variety o f wildlife and recreational opportunities. A co-operative management plan is much
needed and long overdue Itis an area of mixed land ownership and multiple users, who all need
to be included in the planning process We support the goals o f Knik River Watershed Group

During the 30+ years we have lived in the Butte, we have enjoyed many days of canoeing,
hiking, & birding in Mud/Jim/Swan lake areas and mountain biking along the Knik River. We
have also helpc” ¢ ganize and participated in many Spring Clean ups in the area. It is a truly
beautiful area with relatively easy access for a variety of recreational users. We frequently take
our out of town guests canoeing there, and they are always impressed with the scenery & wildlife

in our “backyard”.

Here are some o f the problems we have personally seen:
-Trash & litter has increased
A bear bait station & other trash left at campsites by String Lake last fall
-Vandalism
It is a frequent party spot, and place to bum old cars.
-Unsafe shooting
We have been canoeing on Mud Lake & had people begin shooting across the water.
We came around a bend in the road one day, to find someone shooting across the road
-Destruction of terrain & wildlife -
We’ve seen the erosion caused by ATVs along streams and their tracks across wetlands.
W e’ve seen motor boats running in circles at high speed in Swan Lake,
We’ve seen airboats creating large wakes as they speed up the channels
-Access points - Increased use puts pressure on nearby residents

The solution should include: Planning & on site management with, Increased enforcement of the
rules, Education as to proper use of ATVs to prevent damage to the environment & wildlife.
Education about safe shooting, Self policing by user groups, Increased user presence by those
aware of problems, and Consideration by each user group of their impact on other groups

We strongly support the idea of community groups, citizen users, the Mat-Su Borough and the
DNR working together to plan for cooperative use in the area

Charlotte & Robert R Sartor
HCO02 Box 7635
Palmer. AK 9%45



March 11.2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P.O.T .195

Palmer. Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

I live in the Butte area, and am writing to express my support fo: state legislative binding of a
DNR/Mat-Su Borough planning process for public lands in the Knik River watershed.

The Knik River Valley is a beautiful, accessible area that provides exceptional opportunity for all
kinds of recreation and has a rich diversity of wildlife resources. Each year, the area receives a
significant increase in unrestricted use over the previous year without benefit of management
The list and degree of resultant problems is growing and Includes littering, pollution, vandalism,
wildlife violations, life-threatening targe* shooting and damage to the natural environment.

The two major access points/parking areas are within a mile of our home (Old Knik River Bridge
and Pavilion) and are in close proximity to many other hundred homes. Residents have taken the
brunt of these illegal and reckless activities at their back door. Our quality of life has been
severely compromised due to the lack of management. These ongoing problems keep the
legitimate user away. It is well known that our public lands have become the badlands. The
resources, the residents and the multitude of responsible users deserve much better.

I strongly support your efforts, and those of other community groups, user groups, citizens, the
Mat-Su Borough, Department of Natural Resource”, and our legislators in working toward a
management plan for the area which protects our property values, our quality of life, the natural
resources, and the legitimate uses on our public lands.

Sincerely,

Brit Lively

Res: 5505 South Old Glenn ITghway
Palmer

Mail: 259 South Alaska Street
Palmer AK 99645

907-745-7526



GREGORY S. NILSSON

259 South Alaska Street. Palmer AK 99645
Rea: 550* South Old Glenn Highway. Palmer
907-745-7526 / 907-227-1628

April 3. 2005

Senator Charlie Huggins
State Capitol, Room 417
Juneau, AK99801-1182

Dear Senator Huggins,

Please accept this letter as my endorsement of your efforts toward the momentum
needed to generate a comprehensive management plan for the Knik River watershed

area.

With the advent of spring the numbers of recreationists and the attendant problems are
clearl}- already growing. The sooner we have education and enforcement presence here
to help guide the public’s use of this area, the sooner we will see fewer of the problems

visited on this beautiful place.

A cooperative management plan involving the various landowners in the Knik watershed
is what 1see as the most effective means of developing recreational and environmental
balar.ce. The state and borough, as public entities, should take the lead in making this

happen.



March 25, 2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik river Watershed Group
P.O. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Ms. Fritz,

I am a resident of the Circle View Estates area and | am writing to express my support for
legislative funding of a DNR/Mat-Su Borough Planning process for public lands in the
Knik River area.

I have often used the area for fishing, canoeing, or hiking, and would love to see the
negative types of activities (illegal dumping, shooting, vandalism, poaching, etc.) be

controlled, and an increase in funds for management, planning, and enforcement.

I believe that we can make a positive contribution to the future of the area, preserving this
beautiful, wild, natural land for generations to come.

Please count me in as a supporter for the future of the Jim Creek/ Knik River area.

Since.rel

Joe Kenney /
Brian Drive, Butte, Maska



Hi Charley

I just had a conversation with your aide with regards to your SB 197. When
I expressed my disapproval of the bill, she stated that | need to write a
letter to you. So Charley, 1 am e-mailing you this to tell you that |1
disapprove of the SB 197 and am asking you to not support it. I would like
to further add that in the course of my conversation with your aide, she
became quite rude and 1| have doubts if this e-mail will ever get to you.

I don"t know if you remember back when you were on the School Board and we
had a problem out here with School Busing and you were th9 only member o!
the School Board who took any interest in our problem. At that time you
visited our house and were able to see our view and what we can see. I

would like to invite you to once again come out on say a Saturday evening,
when the weather is nice and watch the clouds of dust rising from all the
ATV®s tearing up the land. It doesn"t work to come out on a weekday when

very few people are here, it must be done on a nice weekend day.

I have an ATV and enjoy riding it. At the same time | respect the land,
3tay on trails and ride it in a way which is not damaging to the land. On
the other hand, 1 have watched people ride their ATV"s and snow machines up
and down (Salmon, streams, tear up vegetation and do general destruction to
what ever they can. I have watches bullet3 bouncing across the river (water

and sand) in my direction from target shooters.

I have also watched out my front window as -escues are made to save stupid

people who do not respect the unforgiving land hich you want to make into
an "ATV Park". I would suggest that a review bo made of the rescues that

the National Guard and Forestry have made over the past several years in the
Knik River Valley.

I also stated to your aid that the Butte Community Council had been taken
over by a group of less then desirable people who had driven all the decant
folks away from the Community Council meetings. Her answer was that this
was the community response and this was what you had to listen to.

I do not oppose the formation of this land as a Knik Fiver Public use area.
What 1 do oppose is making it a free for all. There needs to be strict
rules governing the activities which take place. As many of the people
using this area are not residents and many of the ones who are residents are
renters, there i3 little respect for what they do. The end result is
mayhem, nothing less. We are now living in 2005, not 1960. The number of
people now living in Alaska are putting a strain on the land today that Wc.s

not here, even a few years ago.

Thank you.

Marty Quaas
746-6414

lof! 7/16/2005 9:00 AN



My nims to Carrto Wotfa. | am a resident of the Knik River Watershed.

The current 'Knik River Public Use Area’ legislation proposal needa to be amendedi

The legislation

How does legislation

The legislation

The legislation

The legislation

(1.) is completely biased iu.vards motorized vehicle use at the expense of most other
user groups.

As the legislation is now written, it is only maintaining the status quo, which is
unacceptable. Otherwise, why would we be her*, anight?

(2.) hope to “perpetuate and enhance” general public recreational use the way it ts now

written? Increasing trails and access will not solve the conflicts between user groups. We
should be flunking of restrict], g access not increasing access Increasing access will only
cause further damage to critical wildlife habitats.

(3.) does not allow the ONR the to adequately manage non-hunting shooting. To
restrict target shooting only in high use areas is not enough.

This past weekend. Ifelt like 1was living in a w-r zone. People were shooting automatic &
semi-automatic weapons and something that sounded like a canon. This went on all day and
all night. The noise pollution was sometimes deafening, especially combined with t' a
ORVs, airboats, & snowmachine noise. Noise pollution has greatly detracted from my
quality of life in the Knik River area.

(4.) does not mention the need for or provide the meant for law enforcement or
managers. Laws written on a piece of paper or on a sign have been, and will continue to be.

disregarded

For example, 60-eome residents reported unlawful activities in July alone. How many
warnings, tickets and arrests were cited duo to those phone calls? And, how many other
citizens decided not to bother reporting an incident because past history has shown that law
enforcement is unable to arrive in time? Funding and support must be provided for on-the-
ground law enforcement and managers to uphold the law. And, by the legislation
maintaining the status quo, managers will be unable to maintain and protect critical

wildlife habitat in the future.

(5.) states that the commissioner will be responsible for management of the recreation area.
Do the current & future commissioners have the knowledge, skills, and capability to make

wise land use decisions?

Professionals such as biologists, land planners, engineers, and hydrologists are needed to
make sound land management plans.

Solutions are needed and a few Ideas Include:

e Providing adequate funding for law enforcement gnd land ma. lagers

e Creating a telephone hotline to report crimes.

e Restricting access to critical wildlife habitat areas from moto. ized use.

MW 7o lessen conflicts between alLuser groups, we could adopt a time share plan with

ORVs allowed every other weekend or perhaps 2-3 weekdays and 1 weekend day

Airboats should not *>eallowed access into the critical wetland habitats, restricting use

to the Knik River & other designated areas not only to preserve critical waterfowl

nesting areas and salmon spawning areas but also to ensure the safety of humans in

small watercraft.

e Horse power-limlts or electric motorized watercrafts could be allowed acoess in
wetlands along with all types of non-motorized watercraft.

* Snowmachines should only be allowed when there is 12-inches of snow or more.

e Restricting non-hunting shooting not just in high use areas

Restricting or limiting access is not popular. But if we want to ensure the future enjoyment for all user groups
and local residents. . we cannot allow to let activities continue, as they are now, especially with the estimated

future increase in human population of the Mat-Su Valley.



Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. O. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

I live in the Chugiak, Eagle River area and am writing to express my support for state
legislative funding of a DNR/Mat-Su Borough planning process for public lands in the
Knik River watershed.

Jim Creek is a very special place for my family especially my two daughters. Over the
past decade we have had huge fun there, mostly involving the water and dunes. When a
nice hot summer day comes along, we drop everything and load up the truck with tubes,
umbrellas, a cooler and sun screen. From our house in Chugiak, it takes 40 ..rinutcs with
the last 20 minutes on a very rough 4 wheel drive road, some water crossings and then we
are in an Alaskan heaven. The sand dunes at Jim Creek are a great spot for kids and their
parents. Here you have warm water in the form of a gently flowing and shallow stream
with a nice sand beach. You also have sand dunes steep enough to roll down into the
water. On occasion, the sand will be so hot you have to run across it or bum your feet
because the dunes free directly south. At this location, you are surrounded by beautiful
mountains and looking way upriver you can see a wall of ice, which is the Knik Glacier.
How very amazing, this may be a one of a kind place in the world. Come late summer,
the Fishing heats up. For all these reasons and many more, access to Jim Creek should be
guaranteed forever. This place belongs to the people of Alaska. | am tempted to say we
should improve the road in the hope of attracting more good people and possibly less
hoodlums. A huge concern is safety since certain people sense there are no rules at Jim
Creek. Vandalism, dangerous shooters and environmental destruction ere occurring
more and more frequently. These behaviors scare off the people who love and respect lhe
area, leaving only the irresponsible users. The wrecked and burned cars certainly detract
from the pleasant surroundings. | would love to see that problem solved but never at the
cost of shutting it all down. Education and enforcement are key issues to take back Jim

Creek.

I strongly support your efforts, and those of other community groups, user groups,
citizens, and Mat-Su Borough and Department of Natural Resource planners, in working
toward realization of a management plan for the area.

Sincerely

Michael Hansen



January 12, 2006

Representative Gatto,

I’m writing about the proposed legislation to create a Knik River Public Use Area. As a
wildlife ecologist and former management biologist for ADF&G in Calmer, | know the
area, and the conceits of various users, very well. | have traveled in this area by foot,
snowmachine, 4-wheeler, bike, canoe and airplane, and | support our ability to continue
trapping, hunting, fishing and re rearing in the area.

It appears the proposed bill lacks a few key elements, without which it may serve to
divide the various user groups, not unite thcrn to best protect this great area.

I would like to see tne PUA legislation include provisions 10:

1. Establish a thorough planning process that includes all user groups and evaluates
all trails and activities/uses (i.e. does NOT automatically grandfather all trails and
uses);

2. Allow for continued access by motorized vehicles, but only in areas where their
use does not degrade wetland habitats or disturb wildlife durirg critical seasons;

3. Establish areas for non-motorized use;

4. Increase enforcement efforts to enhance human safety and protect sensitive

habitats;
5. Establish a way to manage target shooting to protect users and area residents; and.

6. Prohibit air boat use of important waterfowl, salmon-rearing and moose foraging
areas.

This is a fantastic area, but it is currently being degraded by the actions of inconsiderate
users. And unfortunately, conflicts between user groups, and be. een users and
residents, continue to escalate. The wildlife and habitat values in the Knik River are such
that this area should really be a state game refuge. Given that it has not received that
consideration, | urge you to strengthen the PUA bill with the aforementioned items.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark Masteller, M. Sc.

P. 0 Box 965
Palmer. AK 99645



Ralph Hulbert
PO Box 1846, Palmer, AK 99645 phone (907)745-4586: fax (907)746-4586: email nulbert@alaska net

January 2,2006

Via email
Rep. Carl Gatto
Rep_Carl_Gatto(a!legis.state.ak.us

Re: - House Bill 307 "Creating the Knik River Public Use Area"

While lapplaud the efforts of the diverse groups working towards an inclusive management plan
for the upper Knik River, | feel Rep. Stoltzc's current bill needs modification. It appears to
enshrine specific uses without regard for their needed evolution in the face of increased use.

Some historical perspective may help.

The only permanent residence in the area was the Ezi site at Swan Lake, a great subsistence
location where a fish Yap or net across the creek easily captured all the salmon desired, moose
were available year round, with sheep and swans right there in Lie spring. Inthe late 1960’s, a
classmate on a BLM fire crew ran into Chief Billy Ezi near Burnt Butte and tried to e (plain that
setting fires to enhance moose browse was no longer permitted. Now, none of those subsistence

activities are allowed.

The first time | fished on Jim Creek
was in the mid 1950’s. Loggers put
a bridge across in the woods to
access the eastern forest. ldon’t
think pemiits were needed then.
The bridge and road were soon
washed out by a larger than normal
Lake George breakup. We need
permits now to log, mine, or build
roads and bridges to get there.

It’s been over 40 years since Lake
George taught us the vagaries of

“normal high water". We might not li
Glenn or boating in what are now the Plant Material Center’s fields. We can’t count on the river

washing our trash away off’the bar, but the notion might temper how we plan and build.

The early 1960’s were lean times when the mines closed. On the last week of moose season, the
Elks club would collect unfilled moose tags from needy families, find a supercub and 6x6, and
head up the Knik. Dick was the pilot and dad was the designated shooter; nobody went hungry.
We can’t do that anymore, and luckily, don’t have to. We can’t build recreational or trapline
cabins wherever we want, either. Our winter scout camp could be revisited, but we’re too soft.

For the past 30 years, we hike up there in early April to see the swans. Sometimes, we could
sneak up on a flock near the mountain - their trumpeting echoing off the rock amphitheater is



unforgettable. Since roads and trails have increased access, the swans are more skitterish. We’ll
probably have to keep our distance or use blinds if we want to preserve ciose encounters.

We try to take several canoe trips up Jim Creek each summer for fishing, birding, or hunting.
The stabilized portage is nice. It’s sometimes dangerous when a big airboat tries to pass in the
narrow creek. Most travelers are considerate, but lack of etiquette will lead to increased

conflicts.

Yes, I’ve yahoocd all over and up to the glacier
in ATVs, trucks, boats, and planes. There are
problems It’s hard to keep out of the water,
either because it’s in the way or just because.
Playing in the water makes a mess. Those ruts
and mud kicked up on the silty bar might be
gone next summer, and all we did was add dust
to the air and noise pollution. Our tracks in the
marsh, however, are long lasting scars and will
drive away critters we love. Playing in the
clear water stirs up silt and kills fish. Clearly,
we shouldn’t mess up the sensitive habitats.

Decades ago, off-road vehicles were less common and conflicts between them rare. Now, on a
single day a river trail may see hikers, skiers, snow machines, bicycles, horses, motorcycles, four
stroke ATVs, two stroke racers, tracked rigs, dune buggies, pickups. anJ monster trucks.
Compatible trail use may be prolonged with good manners and slow speed, but fatal conflicts are
inevitable. OfT-trail racing and motocross activities on the river bar have no established
etiquette; the monster truck rodeo might not safely share space with the family 4 wheelei p:cnic.
Remote gravel pits and river bars foment teenage anarchy, fueled by booze, guns, and gasoline.
Prohibition didn’t work for us :hen, either, and we buried the unlucky. What worked best was
the landowner, whether pit owner, neighbor, local cop, or even road foreman, would simplv
explain the rules of owneiship - respect others, and 'on’t trash the place. When that didn’t work
the owner blocked access. It seems like we’re close to that now with the Knik River.

What’s missing is the sense of neighborhood ownership, understandable when the Knik is now
the closest uncontrolled free fire zone to Anchorage. Consequently, a public use area
management plan is appropriate. All of us are the ownsfs, and our grandkids too.

Over the past half century we’ve drastically curtailed our traditional public use” rights and
privileges in using the rivcf area; the resources have largely been preserved with more people
enjoying them as a resuit. Looking towards the next few decades, it’s clear we can’t keep all of
our current favorite uses and current trends without continuous modifications.

A trail may need to be abandoned or moved to protect a stream, and additional traiis restricted in
some areas but encouraged in others. Certain vehicles may need to be restricted at different
times from sensitive areas, and other areas may be reserved for them. Roads, bridges, picnic



sites, and campgrounds will U. built. Future management requirements can hardly be guessed at
now. Certainly, enforcement will be needed - a responsibility of ownership.

I’'ve studied information and positions taken by the various interest groups, reviewed legislation
for similar areas, and suggest the following revisions for this bill:

Keep the area multi-use; do not favor one current use over another. Use the Nelchina
legislation as e model.

Do r.ot limit the state’3 ability to manage its resources by any appropriate means,
inching management as a state park or with park ranger and managers.

Recognize critical, unique, and sensitive habitats for preservation, including natural and
scenic resources. This might mean limiting access and time for vehicles, boats, and
hikers.

Also, recognize less sensitive areas such as the river bars where of T-trail riding and racing
may occur, but only if consistent with other uses, such as other users’ safety and nearby
residents’ rights to peace and safety.

Encourage compromise between user groups. None will be shut out, all have much to
lose and gain; cooperation will maximize benefits to all. Various groups have done much
to repair damage, remove trash, haul out burned vehicles, enhance habitat - thank them
all and encourage their continued involvement, because without them we won’t succeed.
Most imnciiant."y, take control. The real outrage is not about responsible use, but about
acti\ ities that are now illegal or obviously rude. These threaten all users and nearby
residents. Once the lawless free fire mentality is reigned in, sane management begins.

Thanks, and good luck in this session.



With respect to HB307/SB 197 An Act Cresting the Knik River Public Use Area.

| support Public Use or Recreational Area legislation if the currei .t legislation is
amended or new legislation is created to nclude the following:

Any legislation must mention multiple use: nonmotorized as we.!l as motorized use.

Commitment to fond on giound enforcement of existing lav/s for safe and lawful use of
the area. This is imperative not only for the safety of the nearby residents but also for

the enforcement of existing regulations.

A planning process is needed that deals with the special problems confronting the
different ecosystems within the Knik River Watershed. FOr example, shooting and car
burning on the Knik Rjver floodpl3in, the increasing trail's and damages to the
wetlands, new driveways (on Eklutna Land) to get tnrks and trailers out of Mud Lake
are a few examples. Some issues overlap different areas within the watershed but their
solutions may differ. The public planning process would help sort that out.

Sanitation issues must be dealt with. | am tired of going to Jim Lake and finding piles
of feces and toilet paper right out in the open. No attempt to dig a cathoie. No respea
for other users. During the spring cleanup of the area we will find uiaperc and more
toilet paper, not to mention the tons of other garcage. Somehow this needs to be dealt

with.

The language that eliminates any future establishment of State Park must be removed.
The time may not be right now to establish a State Park for even part of the area.
However the time may come that Park status will be the only way to maintain the
viability of the area. We do not have a crystal ball that teils us how the popuiat/on
growth ana increased use in this area will affect these lands.

Please refer to language used in other Public Use Legislation such as the Nelchina Public
Use legislation to obtain wording that is more inclusive of all users and better descr'jes
the management of incompatible uses.

In order tn ensure the continued viability of this area all users must be drawn into the
development of a plan. The more the public is involved, the more investment we wiii
all have to ensure the area is treated respectfully and will remain for recieational use in
the future. Please putthe public into the PUBLIC USE legislation by including

them in a planning process

Testimony at the Knik River Public Use Area public hearing on Thursday October 20,
2005 by Nancy Moore.



Lynne Woods
P.O. Box 37

Sutton, Alaska 99674 March 28, 2005

Subject: Matanuska-Susitna Borough Resolution 05-27: Requesting State Funding
for a Management Plan in the Knik River Watershed

Dear Ms. Woods,

Thank you wry much for your support in introducing Resolution 05-22 at the up coming
April 19, 2005 Matanuska-Susitna Boroigh Meeting. The Knik River Watershed has
been a popular recreation area for many years. With the large expanding human
population during the past 10 years in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley and in Anchorage
the area continues to receive significant increases of use without the benefit of a
management plan. With so many people using the area, littering, pollution, vandalism,
wildlife violations, unsafe shooting, anti damage to the natural environment is taking its
toll. Local residents are seeing a diminished quality of life from such large numbers of
uncontrollable recreational users. A number of traditional users are becoming
disenfranchised and no longer use the area due to serious conflicts with other user groups.
A new management plan for the Knik River Watershed is well over due.

Senator Charlie Huggins and Representative Bill Stoltze conducted u Town Meeting at
the Butte Elementary School Gymnasium on February 12,2005 for area residents of Lazy
Mountain, Butte, and Knik River Road. The agenda was an open discussion of area
concerns. Tlie Town Hall Meeting was well attended with approximately 100 people
present The jncem tliat raised the most interest was that of recreational use in the Knik
River Watershed. Numerous citizens brought up the many problems of recreational users
and damage to important wildlife haoit&t. Several citizens spoke in support of an Alaska
Department of Natural Rvsources Plan to manage the ws rshed. There was very little, if
any, opposition to the plan expressed by citizens who spoke on the subject.

| often, fly into the Knik River Watershed from Anchorage as it is only a 30 minute flight
from Merrill Field. Visitors that fly With me enjoythe mountain scenery,wildlife and ihe
many landing places on the gravel bars, f havenoticed widespreadchanges in thepast
few years with larger numbers of users, increased wildlife disturbances, and increased
damage to sensitive areas, especially the wetlands and sand dunes in the Jim Creek area

I strongly support your effort along with all users groups, the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and our legislators in working
together to introduce and pass legislation that will provide the funding for a new

management plan for the Knik River Watershed.

« A, a
William A. Quirk, 111 Pilot/ Bioiogist
P.O. Box 212545
Anchorage, Alaska 99521



PO Box 766
Taikeetna, AK 99676
August 17, 2005.

Senator Charlie Huggins
Aiaska State Senate

via e-mail: Senator Charlie Huqgins@Ilec's.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Huggins:

Unfortunately, Iwill be unable to attend the meeting tomorrow (Thursday) regarding the Knik
Watershed. Here iswhat | had prepared to say at the meeting/hearing.

To put it bluntly, the proposed legislation, SB 197, is not in the broad public interest, and it is
poorly crafted

Basically, SB 197, and its companion HB 307, give carte blanche to ORV use. It subordinates
not only all other uses, but also resource integrity, to that mandate It is apparent to me that the
writers of this legislation did not look at the problems that are occurring in the area today, they did
not seek to address those problems, they did not identify the important resource and recreation
values that this area offers, they did not establish a vision of what the public would like to see this
place look like in the future, and they did not consider how to achieve that vision. Instead, they
wrote special interest legislation governing use of lands that are owned by all of us.

So, what is going to suffer? The fish and wildlife resources and the use of the area by anybody
who isn’t on an ORV or out hunting or target shooting. | don’t see anything in the draft that sets
aside areas for quiet or non-motorized recreation, for wildlife protection (even wetland areas
aren’t protected), that provides for public safety, or that seriously considers sustainability.

And, | believe that the bill is poorly crafted not only because it lacks a vision that reflects the
broad public interest, but because it contains incompatible stipulations. For example, itis
impossible to mandate unlimited ORV use while at the same time protecting and maintaining
“migratory waterfowl nesting areas, habitats for moose..." Itis likewise, in my view, impossible
for the Department of Fish and Game to engage in “rehabilitation, enhancement, and
development offish and wildlife habitat" under n mandate to accommodate unlimited ORV use
and not restrict (even to a limited or temporary degree) “lawful fishing, hunting, or trapping rights "
To properly serve the public interest and to preserve the resource and recreational opportunities
for future generations, it is necessary to provide a balance among fish and wildlife protection,
public safety, segregated non-motorized use areas, and motorized and hunting areas. | urge you,
Senator, and Representative Stoltze, to look at the problems that are occurring today, to look at
the existing and potential resource and recreational values, to establish a future vision, to
determine how to achieve that vision, and to write legislation that accommodates and protects a
broad variety of public uses, protects wildlife resources, provides for management and public
safety ind, most important, makes the management of this watershed sustainable sc that it can

be enjoyed by all in the future.

Sincerely,
[signed]
John Strasenburgh



Palmer Soil & Water Conservation District

259 S. Alaska Street, Palmer Alaska 99645
Phone: (907) 745-1441 « Fax: (907) 745-1443

CONSERVATION « DEVELOPMENT ¢ SELF-GOVERNMENT

April 1, 2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. O. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

The Palmer Soil and Water Conservation District (PSWCD) supports development of an area-wide
Alaska Department of Natural Resourccs/Mat-Su Borough management plan for public lands in the Knik

River watershed.

Public lands in the watershed include coastal habitat, dunes, wetlands, several ai adromous streams and
upland habitat, and support a tremendous variety of wildlife resources and recrea tional opportunities. The
area is just over a halfhour drive from Anchorage, is easily accessible oft'the Gl nn Highway and
receives heavy recreational use from Mat-Su and Anchorage residents. Significantly increasing
unmanaged use impacts watershed integrity, quality of life for nearby residents, wildlife resources, and
user enjoyment of the area. We believe DNR and MSB planners have the cxperiecne and resources to
conduct a public planning process that will accommodate a broad array of motorized and nomnotorizeu
users, protect wildlife resources, and mitigate impacts on nearby residents.

We support your efforts, and those of other community group?, user groups, citizens, the Mat-Su
Borough, Department of Natural Resources, and our legislators in working toward a management plan for
the are*’. In addition, the PSWCD is very pleased with our successful application (in conjunction with the
Knik River Watershed Group) to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Management Grant Program
to conduct waterfowl surveys and wetlands inventory in the watershed this year. We look forward to this
joint effort in providing current scientific data on the area to assist in the planning effort and to enhance

KRWG development of educational tools.

Bruce Bush, District Chair



PO Bax 140264
Anchorage, AK
99914-0264
907-333-4442

Mmnr.akuka-troilx.org

April 28, 2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. 0. Box 195

Palmer, AK 99645

Dear Cecily:

Alaska Trails Is very aware of the valuable habitat and the multitude of exceptional
recreational opportunity on public lands In the Knik River watershed. We, too, are
concerned about ongoing resource damage, the potential for long term Impairment, and
the diminished experiences for all users due to a marked upsurge In unmanaged use In

recent years.

We support your efforts to call attention to the problems and to gain legislative support
for an Alaska Department of Natural Resources planning process for the area especially
if it Involves on-slte management presence. We believe the Knik River area should be

managed for motorized and nonmotorfzed users, and that important wildlife and fishery

resources should be protected.

We endorse your outreach efforts about the area values to the public and user groups.
User education Is important in achieving compatible, sustainable recreational uses as
well as for developing support for a watershed management plan and, more importantly,

its implementation.

Let us know how we can help in this effort.

Sincerely,

Jack Mosby, President
Board of Directors
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Friends of M at-Su

April 4, 2005

Knik River Watershed Group
Cecily Fritz
Palmer, AK

Dear Cecily:

Friends of Mat-Su (FoMS) supports a comprehensive planning effort between the Department of
Natural Resources and the Mat-Su Borough for public lands in the Knik River Watershed.

>Due to the rapid population growth and increased use by a wide variety of users from the Mat-
Su Borough and Anchorage the lands within the Knik River Watershed are being negatively
impacted: Nearby residents have diminished quality of life, responsible users have diminished

expi[ience, and natural ﬁ.sources are beginning to show damage from unmanaged use.
o ok o ! " . - ; .

Comprehensive public plann.ng can address issues such as: appropriate dedicated access
points that are well marked and provide sanitation facilities to reduce impacts on residents and
habitat; sustainable recreation/trails to reduce impacts of heavy use; assessment of wetland
hydrology and value to area aquifer to protect water quality for everyone; assess importance of
intact dunes as a water, wind and noise barrier for residents; identify areas requiring restoration;
and provide better enforcement of game and all regulations that pertain to this area.

We strongly advocate that when funding is secured that it includes the support necessary for
implementation and enforcement of the plan. Too often plans are created without this.

FoOMS supports the efforts of the Knik River Watershed Group, and those of community groups,

user groups, residents, the Mat-Su Borough, Department of Natural Resources, and cur
legislators in working toward realization of a management plan for the area and we look forward

to participating in the process.

Sincerely,

Kath”Wills
Executive Director

P.O. Box 116, Palmer, Alaska 99645« Phone: 907-746-0130 * Fax: 907-746-0142 « foms@mtaonline.net «


mailto:foms@mtaonline.net
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SNFCS

Natural Resourcas Consarvabon Service
Palmar Field Office

1700 East Bogard Road. Suite 203
Wasilla. AK 99654-6563

907) 373-6492 Ext 111

907) 373-7192 FAX
www.ak.nres.usda.Qov

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. 0. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

I work for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as the District
Conservationist Matanuska Susitna Service Center representing the Palmer District.

Our agency is aware of the valuable wetlands, coastal and upland habitats on public lands in
the Knik River watershed and is concerned about resource damage and the potential for long
term impairment due to a marked upsurge in recreation in recent years.

I have recently learned about your group's efforts to call attention to the problems through
public and user youp outreach, and to gain legislative support for a DNR management plan
for the area. We agree that the Knik River area needs better management and commend the
efforts of the Knik River Watershed Group to make this happen. Through my work | have been
involved with several watershed planning efforts and may be able to offer your group some
support and guidance. Please contact me to learn more about our work. Thank you again for
your efforts, it is encouraging to see volunteers so motivated to keep our watersheds healthy.

Sincerely,

Michelle Schuman
Palmer District Conservationist

The Natural Resource! Conservation Service provides leadership ina partnership effort to help people
conserve, meintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An E.al Quoortuninty Rrovicerand Brployer
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Butte Area Residents

Civic Organization
208 South Al»*i 8tret - P«Imy AK 80641 - 907-745-7626 - [tuource”curtealtiha arc

DRAFT KNIK RIVER VALLEY STATE RECREATION AREA AS 41.21 ***

Proposed legislation
Estimate of Cost (Fiscal Note).

Ideally, first year enforcement should be funded for a minimum of 1, but preferably 1-1/2
or 2 Rangers with SUV. ORV and din bikes.

First Year: Law Enforcement

Minimum: 1 Ranger, hill time + vehicle * $ 150,000
(if 1 'A Rangers, + vehicle + ORV/dirt bikes = $225,000)

(if preferably 2 Rangers for first year for officer safety and

Effectiveness + 1vehicle + ORV/dirt bikes= 5250,000)

(Area Enforcement to be assisted b> occasional AST support at
cunent level for Butte area.)

Planning: $ 25,000
First Year Total $175,000 » $250,000
Funding Source: State of Alaska 100%

Second Year: Law Enforcement $ 175.000 - $250,000
Infrastructu e $ 30,000

Planning: S 30,000

Second Year Total 3235,000-5310,000

Funding Source: State of Alaska 80%
Grants 20%

Third Year: Law Enforcement $ 175,000 - $250,000
Infrastructure $ 50,000
Planning/Education: ? 10.000
Third Year Total $235,000 - $310,000

Funding Source: State of Alaska 60%
Grants 30%
User Fees 10%
Grants include Department of Fish & Game, USFWS, and private foundations

This is an estimate of costs and will have to be verified by experienced DNR personnel.
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Comments to House Resources Committee bearing oc HB 307, March 27,2005,2:00 pm
Id Opposition to HB 307 Knik River Public Use Area
By Brit Lively, long-time resident and property owner in Butte.

Here are my specific comments to HB 307:

My concerns start with the purpose of this legislation and the ambiguity oflanguage ir
the rewrite of HB 307 which seems to contradict its purpose/intent. Of course, fm sure
you all are aware that any management plan can only be as good as the stated purpose.

The role per statute and mission of Department of Naturai Resources, is to “Develop,
conserve and enhance natural resources for present and hiture Alaskans.” Telling
DNR in this PUA legislation to perpetuate and enhance 1) general public recreation, and
2) public enjoyment of fish and wildlife, before dealing with habitat is putting the cart in

front of the horse.

Items for Purpose should be reversed because only if we perpetuate, mitigate, protect and
maintain a healthy habitat, will the public be able to enjol:\fI fish, wildlife and public

recreation. | fyou put recreation ahead ofprotection ofhabitat and wildlife along with
the limited and exentfive enforcement Inthis legislation, you may well endup with a
%rzit\j/elpltandaolstba/\l extending well bew?the bouncaries ofthis

blic UseArea. You ey not realize thet aywherefrom 1,000t03, eare
using this area. on every sunny weskad

Page 1, line 7-12: Comment:
Therefore, | suggest #1 purpose :hould read:)

1) Perpetuate, mitigate, protect and maintain migratory waterfowl nesting areas
and flab and wildlife habitat for sustaining and enhancing

a) traditional public use of fish and wildlife populations and
b) general public enjoyment and recreation

Line 10: Paragraph 2: Delete, because it is not necessary to name all wildlife species,
since they are all included. Ifwe do that, we should also name all the fish and waterfowl

species.
Page 1, line 13: Paragraph 3 will then be paragraph 2.

2) Provide an area for the public to ei\joy the lull spectrum of public uses, including
maintenance and enhancement of of T road vehicle add e d quiet recreation

opportunities.

Page 2 linel:
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A) Change “Owner* of private property” to “Owner* of inholdings” in Knik River
Public Use Area and add “utilizing tbe existing RS 2477 right-of-way” where

possible.

Page 3, Line 2; Change to: The Commissioner may restrict the use of weapons,
including firearms, in tbe Knik River Public Use Aren except for the purpose of
legal hunting, In order to protect the public and to comply with DEC and federal
regulations which prohibit discharging shot into a watershed.

Page 3, Line 11: Delete (d) 2 and either Replace with:

(2) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) which are
necessary to achieve the purposes of HB 307 and shall adopt such additional
regulations as may be necessary to Implement the plan adapted. Tbe regulations
must designate incompatible uses, and prohibit and restrict such uses.,

Or

change as follows:

Tbe commissioner shall

(2) recognize the existing trails and the access those trails provide to areas in the
Knik River Public use area, determine the carrying capability of this area for public
use and determine wbich of these trails are best suited for motorized or non-
motorized recreation according to soils, bnbitm and compatibility with the purpo«es
of HB 307 and accordingly enhance these trail for motorized or aon-motorized

recreation.

Page 3, Line 20: Enforcement L'se the same language si in Hatcher Pass PUA or in
our proposed Draft Legislation for Knik River Valley State Recreation Area.

After this hearing 1 will have hid 6 minutes total (3 minutoi at the Stoltze/Huggins hearing at Butte School last fal
tell you how our home area has deteriorated over the last twenty-five years. We have spent thousands of dollars in
cMh and ten limes more in lost work and lost sleep defending our homes , our neighborhoods and the quality of Hf
we have every right to enjoy in the beautiful area suitou'.ding us. Land managers and others ir. authority have writ
this area off so that our home area has become a mccca for uncivilized and di«rs«jectful bclmior. This afternoon,
""counseled™ a party of approx 12 people who had been shooting toward homes oi Republican Way for 2 hours fro
the Knik River. They had driven past no-shooting signs which had beer, blacked ~>ut by vandals. So they thought tl

signs dic™ *t mean anything.

Butte Residents Area Civic Organization has spmt several months putting together a packet of facts, reflecting yc
0 documentation and local knowlrdge to help you plan for multiple use rerrca’ion in our area Knik River Valley
of national significance aa the lortncm-mosl birthplace of the Pacific Ocean, ir -ccognized fo; its world class seen-
and is one o f aouth-central Alaska’s most important fish, wildlife and migratory waterfow! habitats

We condensed this into a small packet and delivered it to most members of your committee and tho leaders of the
House and Senate personally in Juneau. We ran out of time and did not show you photo documentation and

explanation of problems with ATVs’, 4x4s, the incredible amount of “targets," frves nd dogs that were executed
erosion and damage of the dunes, shot*up cars, fireworks and spent shells on private property, nor the dead alders
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lining Jim Creek whose roots have eroded from the motor boat waves. | told most of your staff people that it woul
take about one hour of time to view the videos and printed material to show you why we dcn’t think H3 307 Knik

River Public Use Area will do the job.

The Utter part of last week, I called as many of your offices as my time allowed, and asked if <te legislators had s
chance to go over our packets and if there were any questions. Everyone told me they were too busy with the oil ta
look at our material except for two. But- we karued that the House Majority Caucus aaa already agreed to\
Id favor of HB .3071 So why would you want to even look at what we sent you or hoar what we have to say? And |
we learned that you have scheduled only one hour for this hearing which is THE opportunity we hf.ve prepared fo
and waited for so many jxars, to make things better - to protect our homes, families, and outstanding natural

resources from the effects and overflow of “recreation gone wild."'
Does anyone who has since looked at our material have any questions?

This issue should not be decided along partisan lines. This community and our incredible environment deserve mo
respect than that. You are our leaders. Wec are looking for you to enhance our quality of life and our economy and
repair and enhance our natural environment long before enhancin 3 the amount of motorlzed recreatlon at no cost &

the users while our community bears the burden / qoe ecaLee y statute It Is i eatenmaycnat
part, which vullpeel off vuII a‘ggj/:ar ufamalcﬁorsamrg |eSting but Wl haveto
bel hoaingfor awhile knight with toanelke remeoft

%@E&g e Lsﬂ‘eptpertodsfor highendwisitor experiences andeconamic cevelgaent which this

BECB.  Give DNR tnd the advisory committee the authority to accommodate "'motorized and quiet
users equally, but secondary to the responsibility of protecti ig and enhancing our natural resources
The stated mission of Department of Natural Resources is, * To CBVElqp, corsene IECITES

presetand™ jn Al "

Let's start on the high side with our draft for Knik River Valley Public Recreation Area under AS 41.21 which wil
give us these tools. Let its 13-membcr advisory committee from ail user groups develop a management plan which
will assure strong management and responsibility by Department of Natural Resources and, gua tuteed recreation
all kinds where DNR will contract out the enforcement to rangers from Alaska State Parks, and stilt retain all

responsibilities and management. Give DNR, siong with the advisory committee, the authority to determine which
the trail i are better suited for motorized, or horses, or foot traffic. Make it possible to build restrooms at the parkin
areas. When people arrive there after an hour’s drive from Anchorage, they DO need a place to go. Neighbors hav
keep their children away from thcec areas for sanitary reasons. At Jim Lake, the shore is littered with human feces

along with other garbage and spent cartridges.

Make quiet times in the Valley possible - whether it’s along the river for those visitors and residents who want to
nicnic without the noise and dust from ORVs and “just watch the rive” go by," or for residents so they know for si
that on a certain day of the week they can have a barbeque in their backyard without choking on the exhaust of
airboats and not being able to have a conversation ever their noise alo,,g with that of snow machines and wave

runners on the water and dirt bikes on the shores.

Quiet days provide economic opportunities for those who want to invest in our community and provide high-end

visitor services. Butte has horses and facilities where national competitions are held. There are several horse board
facilities. Give the Juttc horse community and those who travel here with their animals a chance to take guided tri
to Knik Glacier. Locals who used to do that have stopped since the motorized traffic intetferes too much. Let Butti
entrepreneurs cash in on guiding visitors on the canoe trail* through the wetlands on quiet days. Visitors wouldn't
interested if they knew they’d be overrun and swamped by airboats. Let visiting hiking enthusiasts be guided by n
or Mat Su residents on day trips or ovemightere to feel the overwhelming silence and grandiose splender. Make n
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possible for me to show off my beautiful beck yard to my visiting business clients without embarrassing myselfin
my community | know some of them would love to go fishing a; Jim Creek, but I would shame myself, my burin*
and my community il they experienced the Mad Maxx scenario being played over and over again. Just as guided A
tours add to the economy with guided tour? for the less physically able and arc not being challenged by other

motorized, so should mountain bikers have their times to provide guided to the glacier without being screamed at t
get out of the - sy. And, of course, let guided ATV tours provide the less physically able with one of the most unic

experiences traveling into our own back country.

Please realize that with a Knik River Valley State Recreation Area, you also give us the tools to ipply for grants ar
matching moneys ftr. in-kind work to help pay for the infrastructure, trail mitigation and even law enforcement. V
of us v/ho want to use the area, when it's safe again, should be willing to pay a user fee to offset the costs of operai
and management. Motorized and non-motorized users should be expected to pay for the privilege of using this

beautiful area to somewhat offset the cost of running it. Provisions might include reduced or tio-tee passes for loci

persons of limited financial means.
Ifyou haven't yet read our draft legislttion. please dc so now, and ask us questions of concern.

Our packet consists of a professionally produced video of ‘BoJarburgsutte - KnikRriver \HH/-

£t O Back [DOOK;"* and a companion DVD titled, ‘N)F@ﬂﬂi: InKnikriver Velley;" that
shows a small excerpt from our collection of results of destructive activity. It includes maps, photos, a
cover letter why wc did not thinka HB 307 Public Use Area under AS 41.23 would protect us by
statute from the devastating effects of recreation gone wild for the last 20 nomc years, and why we
reasoned that legislation for a State Recreation Area under 41.2! would. 1am faxing a spreadsheet
along with this which goes with these maps, showing over 260 incident*, from dumped trash to burned
cars to ducking from flying bullets, which were observed by only 9 residents over several years.
Three obowvers' notes and maps arc still missing, including Gregory Nilsaon’s, Tom Bergey's and
some of my own which will add at least 100 more incidents to the list. These incidents are dynamic in
that they keep repeating themselves e mafter the evidence was cleaned up. There’i always more trash,
more poaching, more ahoi down and cut down trees, more burned and shot up cars, batteries, paint
cart, paper plate and piratic bottle targets, human waste, springs turned into mudholes, exposed roots

to document yet snother year of more erosion on the dunes, etc etc

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard.

Brit Lively
March 27,20. »

Mail: 259 South Alaska Street
Palmer AK 99645

Phone: 907-745-3398

Email: bl@mapalaska.com
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MapmakTi Alatka

Prom “Larabee Jamas” <J(1Iardboe<B ayahoo com>
b G
g Ject We E]mcre)ék Y

area
Cne

lhanks for tha sommanio ywu left-sn my-Pbaaa gallery1

I'd be glad to help with the Jim Creek campaign.
Attaching my name is fine with me.

Here goes:

1lam a former instructor with UAA’s Outdoor Program.
We used fo take our Winter Survival students to the
Jim Lake/Mud Lake areas for oversight outings. But
frequently 7at least 3 times) our classes would
encounter the sounds of late-night hooting and
hollcnng combined with high-powered rifle fire.
Usually this activity occurred from the Mud Lake
parking lot and often we found discarded beer and hard
liquor containers there the next morning. We stopped
taking our classes to *he Jim Lake area. We were
concerned about getting shot and we were concerned
about the vehicles we left in the parking lot.

James Larabee
— Came Wang <carriewang@yahoo.com> wrote:

> hi james,

> ihaven't had a chance to look at your photos, but

> i look forward to it.

>

> i'memailing because i was wondering if you

> recalled our conversation about the jim creek area,

> atour last get together, i was also wondering if

> you would be willing to write (very brief) about

> what you described to me (how you used to take uaa
> students out there and the shooting, etc), you can
>just email me orbrit lively at

> rcsource(f/)hutteala$ka.org . if you don't want your

> name attached please say so. your testimony would be
> very much appreciated!

>

> thanks!

> came

>

>

p Cfurr&s

Zfape + *0 1 P€r -

> Do You Yahoo!?
> Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam

Page 10f2
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March 22, 2006

Honorable Jay Ramras - HB $o0i-
Alaska State Legislature, Juneau, Alaska

' - - 9unTA
Dear Representative Ramras,
My name is Kurt Marshall, my family has been in Alaska since 1934, when my
grandparents settled in the Butte area of Palmer, as colonists.
Our family is out doors and recreationally oriented and while we would like to continue
using the Jim Creek, Knik glacier area as a family retreat, the increase of family danger
due to vandalism, gunfire and chaotic behavior prevents our conunuing to do that.
Because my family still owns a 1'l-acre farm near the Butte, | am very concerned about
the continued degradation of the area. We have watched in frustration and horror as
uncaring individuals have claimed the area as their own to systematically destroy.
Woc urge you as the chairman of the House Resources Committee to act quickly to enable
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to develop ashort term education and
enforcement plan to head off a situation which is rapidly deteriorating as the days warm
and summer recreation increases.
I am aware of numerous environmental studies and land use plans for the suea, among
them the Susitna Watershed Plan; there arc numerous solutions offered therein.
High among my family’s concerns is the reckless abandon of many ATV riders tearing
up the beautiful countryside with apparent disregard for those who enjoy an unspoiled
trail and quiet time.
It saddens me to see what has happened to this beautiful valley. Clearly, as the Valley
population grows and more Anchorage residents find the Valley as a recreational area,
the impact and pressure on the remaining wilderness area will continue to grow as will
the abuse.
Our family has hoped that the ongoing destruction would eventually gain the attention of
land managers who would act to address the critical problems here. We have asked at
public meetings for an area plan that could sustain multiple use with a strong emphasis on
law enforcement and public safety. Ideally as a special recreational area under Alaska
Statute 41,21, however, a bill introduced on behalf of the motorized community by Rep.
Bill Stoltze and Sen. Charlie Huggins essentially hands this area over to ORV recreation

Sincerely,

Kurt Marshall
(907)351-2722
kmarshall@harrisak.com

cc: Senator Lvda Green
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From:  "Carrie" <carrle®mapmakersal8Ska.com> _

To: "Mapmakar* Alaska" <BritLlvaly0mapmakersOlaika.com> A 1
Cc: <carriew0ng0ac8aiaska,nal> L/5 ofl "
Sant: Wednesday, August 17,2005 4:15 PM '

Subjact:  re-public hearing tomorrow (8/18) q/

I/ you Would like you can print and take tha following to the public hearing tomorrow, It can althar b« road aloud or givon as auch.

The proposed House Bill No. 307 Is @ poorly written place of legislation. Itappears to have been hastily put together and > salil
contradictory (sea items (1), (3), (4), & (7) In Sec41.23.100 - Purpose).

Section 41.23.190 « Management lacks foresight of provisions for planning and sustainable use, which again is contradictory to
the stated purpose*: (Item %2) Section 41 23.100) of the proposed bill.

Section 41.23 200 - Incompatible Uses, Is also in contradiction with the stated purpose of the buUl. Incompatible uses would be
those that prevent all or any users from using tho S'ea, which might occur In some areas In order to adhere to the purposes of this

proposed bill

This proposed bill Indicates not effort in the area of proper planning, management, or public proceas, to Incorporate ideas from all
user QoUPS as well as scientific data. It promotes un-restrained overuse with, disregard for public safety and management
enforcement. Un-restricted firearm use in a public area (outside standard huntm%_use) is ludicrous, If someone wants to targat
shoot there are firing ranges for that purpose That the authors of this proposed bill would indude such provisions shows them to

have little regard forhuman life.

iwould hope that this bill is withdrawn and replaced with one that reflects a need for planning and management to be carried out
by Sli USEr groups Inaccordance to a management plan created with the help of DNR and other available resources

Cerne Wang
Anchorage AK
8/17/05

C.vrie Wany
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) ~"KenDoU'menmry wirmsbt nd buddc* werc obicrvtd reelir*g;{écrrMy .
-rdpudofl_t-deludmg’ Iharmuekd tairol i line of Mudk icroii Bodinburg ek, March IS, 2006 o the NE
vaehn buttil weft Mil ng after« 3D mnukcuuu't. Nb»g'ghato).

Ladies and Gentlemen: Thank you for trying to find a way for aafe recreation in our community
with Hfl 307, Have you considered the cost to the public? It is my understanding that the State
of Alaska and local residents will pay all the cost, as we have been for the past 25 some years.
Users arc not expected to pay to go to Knik River Public Use Area.

I belong to Butte Area Residents Civic Organization. Most of us are in favoT of Knik River
Valley State Recreation area under AS 41,21. Why?

The simplicity of our draft legislation because of its fta'.utory authorities gjves strong
responsibilities to DNR, Fish & GAME, DEC , Dept of Public Safety, and a 15 member advisory
committee from multiple user groups. It will start keeping residents and visitors safe as soon a*
our legislation becomes law, without navmg to go to the supreme court first to determine bailable
offenses. That's all been done. You may be surpnsed, but this is the least costly option to utilize
these public lands for recreation.

Public Use Areas don't charge user fees because such a designation denotes minimal

management paid for with public funds. It is not fair for residents nor all Alaskans to keep
underwriting emergency response, fire, State Troopers and to pay for the full range of services
and management expected by the recreating public in Knik River while residents suffer the
slumming down of their community from the overflow of recreation *noise, trash, dust, fecal
contamination, vandalism, and ongoing danger from fire, shooting .:nd fireworks. Why should we
have to pay all the costa for the fun of a few, be they motorized or quiet users  wnile the Mat-Su
School District doesn't have the funds to pay the decent wage their custodians desen e?

In a State Recreation Area under AS 41.21 users are expected to share m the cost of services in
exchange for safe multiple use recreation in a healthy environment, rathe; .nan depend on free
public services (except maybe for adjoining residents of limited means.) We were toid that
nationally and state-wide, user fees pay for 30% of the maintenance and operation. If canng
residents are happy with the kind of recreation area they deserve to have in their community
especially if such a designation gives them new economic opportunities, they are fully prepared
to help seek funding from private and federal sources to contribute toward infrastructure,
maintenance, restoration, upkeep and policing in the Knik River State Recreation Area.

Isn't the reduced cost a great incentive for you to support the Knik River Valley State Recreation
Area rather than a Public Ust Ajea?- Let's talk

Gregory Nilsson, Butte Property Owner and Resident

Co-Founder, Butte Area Residents Ci’  Organization
Mail: 259 South Alaska Street, Palmer, AK 99645, Phone: W: 907-694-7124, C: 1-907-227-1628
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T0: ReBresentanve ay Ramras, Co-Chairman
Re,  Public Hraring on’the Knik River Public Use Area

Date: March
Summary: Stathemzc?r?tﬁofO osmon to HD307 and the redraft, CS HBso7A. Due to

tela restraints at the hear| r(ﬁJ }2 be unable to voice my concerns. Below is my
slatement of record regardifig the Knit' River Public Use Area legislation.

My name is Came Gray Wolfe and 1am a south Knik Rivor resident.

loppose HB307 and the redraft, CS HB307A. Icannot fully addross my opposition in 3-
minutes; therefore Iwill concentrate on the biases, inadequate .estrictions, and the
inability to protect our fish and wildlife as the legislation is currently written.

The legislation is heavily biased towards off-road vehicle use. This bias is at the expense
of most other user groups. For example. Page 1, Lines 13-14, states: to “Provide an area
for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses including maintenance and
enhancement of off-road vehicle opportunities.” And Page 3, Lines 11-16, is dedicated
solely to the protection and rights of off road users. Where is the language that specifically
includes the "recognition’ of existing anas of non-motorized users, the "accommodations”
of areas for non-motorized use, and the ‘maintenance and enhancement” of non-
motorized trails and waterways? Page 2, Lines 7-11, state that "the commissioner may
designate incompatible uses" but Page 3, Lines 5-10, state, "The commissioner shall allow
the...area to be used for activities that include all-terrain vehicles, etc.,.” As written, there
are no “incompatible uses." What if one or more of the stated activities is determined
harmful to the perpetuation and enhancement of general public recreation, the public
enjoyment of fish and wildlife, or tha oroteciion and maintenance of wildlife habitat? (Page

1, Lines 4-12)

Page 2. Line 29, and Page 3, Lines 2-4, fails to adequately address target shootir.y. It
states, "The commissioner may not restrict the use of weapons.. .except in locations...that
the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public safety” Where is it not a threat?
Weapons are being fired into hillsides and across waterways with homes, residents, and
recreational users on the opposite sides. Reckless shooting is destroying wildlife and
vegetation. The fish and birds may be at greater risk to lead poisoning from excessive,
non-hunting shooting practices. Local residents have to listen to weapons being
discharged up to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We have no relief from the noise
pollution Many reside: its and outdoor enthusiasts avoid using the area in fear for their

safety.

lask you to reject this legislation. There are alternative solutions such as writing a new.
non-biased bid or creating a Knik River Valley State Recreation Area A State Recreation
Area (SRA) under AS 41.21 will accommodate all user groups, support effective law
enforcement, provide for a public planning process, and abide by the Susitna Area Plan.
Two groups in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley already exist to help assist with the
development of a SRA. This includes a state park Citizen’s Advisory Board comprised of
multi-users and The Friends of States Parks that p.ovides supplemental park funding.

Thank you.

Carrie A Gray Wolfe
HCO02 Box 7686-J

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Telephone: (907) 746-8008
Email: graywoife@gd net
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Below is a letter to the editor submitted by Carrie A. Gray Wolfe d the Anchorage

Scott and Carrie Grab Uol

907-746-8009

Daily News, Wednesday, March 15, 2006. The letter is in reference to the
ongoing dispute over HB307 and the redr"ft, CS HB307A.

New medical center should
rer.amber it is still competing

The new Mat-Su Regional Medical
Center is tm ard running. While some
people may have glowing, loving stories to
tell oTthe place, 1recently ended up there,
andwhile itis only I0minutes
away from my home 1discov-
ered that it’s still run by the
admitlistration that ran Valley
Hospital i'll resume driving
right past it and into Anchor-

The medical
center needs
to remember

Letters fro

Valley. Le?islation (House Bill 307 and
Senate Bill 197) sup]i)ortmg a Knik River
Fublic Use Area (ails to adetfiatgiljy ad-
dress problems faced by local residents
The legislation neglects to address law
enforcement planning and funding, public
safety issues, incompatible recreational
uses, and the protection o
critical wikliifc habitats. Mike
Erickson said in a Co

iece last month that more
aws are needed (“Curbing
Knik ATV access is no solu-

for my family’s hospital its i tion." Feb. 9).
%ds S‘K’b v\}//eatherp or that |t_s_|n ~What are more lans
extreme emergency requires ~ COMPpetition  without Taw enforcement?
I end up there instead, but 1 with two Erickson believes this leg-
will transfer to Anchorage as . . islation  “preserves equal
soon as possible. hospitals in  access toall." Not so.
The medical center needs  Anchorage local residents avoid the

to remember that it’s in com-
petition with two hospitals
In Anchorage that appear to
direct their care to repeal
business. The staff at Wi-
ley are nice people, but the
procedures tint govern what
they do leave patients who
want a choice in their care having to go
to Anchorage. Flexibility where it wont
harm the patient or significantly run up
costs should be their standard. It TriCare
truly cares about the Valley, they will find
a way to work with their patients anti not
make us go to Anchorage to be treated
like paying customers

1 volunteer for one of Anchorage’s

hospitals and take my business and very
large famﬂ>4_to both Anchorage hospitals
everyyear. That's a lot of time and a'lot of

money that could be more easily spent at
home.

— Kellie Coulson uavis
WusQla

Knik River area needs some
new legislation regarding use
Who are the people in your neighbor-
hood? My "neighborhood” is bombarded
with unréstricted gunfire, car explosions,
vandalism and theft Wouldn't you like to

be my neighbor? It sounds as if I'm living
in awar zone. But I live in the Knik River

that appear

to direct their

care to repeat
business.

ea outh(_)f 1_‘earI agd disgust
esent his implied message
that most Alnz}gkans access
and enjoy recreation using
motorized vehicles. Hiking,
canoeingand sidingare afew
nunmntorized ways Alaskans
_enjoy outdoor recreation
Local residents have to live daily with the
consequences of rec-'iational activities in
the Knik River Vrilley The adverse effects
of unrestricted use affect all outdoor en-
thusiasts. Let's encourage our legislator
to write new legislation and not keep the

status quo.
4o — Came Gray Wiife
almer

Ecitori Notes TPbsuniter Isan remenrher atthe Kk
Rver Witesse* Gaup sterirgoonmiNée Tre viers
tiemareheroan

Tax exemption Mil welcomed
as relieffor strapped seniors

Thank %/ou to Rep. Vic Kohring tor his
support of seniors and disabled vets. His
House Bill 299, if passed, will increase
the current tax exemption from the first
$150,000 of property value to $50,000 in
value. As property values have increased
substantially eac c}/ear this bill will help
alleviate increased hardship from taxa-
tion for those in our communitywho have
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SUBJECT: Disturbance to Swans in the Knik River Watershed
Page 2

Nesting Swan Disturbance

Six of the seven pairs of trumpeter swans and their broods in the KRW in 2005 were
continually disturbed during the latter part of the summer and fall by numerous
encounters from operators of boats and ATCs pursuing recreational activities. The
impairment or harm to the swans by the motorized disturbance is, as follows: (1) Swan
families that were forced out of their traditional nesting habitat walked one or more miles
to an adjoining lake to obtain relief which was not forthcoming; (*) Swans showed up
missing and were assumed to be Killed as they were never found on succeeding surveys;
(1) Frequent disturbance in the sumn er months interrupts the swans ability to properly
feed and rear the cygnets so that they will be fully developed and capabie of flight during
the fall migration; (4) The swan pairs which had a mate killed is destroying a life long
bond that results in instability in maintaining swan populations: (5) Six of the seven
nesting pairs of swans and their broods were being disturbed to a level beyond
sustainability for the swans to successfully raise a healthy brood of cygnets in the Knik
River Valley in 2005; (6) The trumpeter swan has been placed on Audubon Alaska's Bird
Watchlist in December 2005 It is already on the National Audubon Watch!:;, as several
hundred trumpeters arc dying of lead poisoning each year on their wintering grounds in
Washington and southern British Columbia. We don't need additional problems affr cting
the swans in Alaska; and (7) We are educating Alaskans that this irresponsible and
misplaced use of motorized recreational vehicles is an acceptable practice as there are no
management plans or guidelines for use of ORVs and boats on this State land.

Recommendation

First and foremost a recreational management plan is needed. The plai must address the
swan disturbance issues and place in the plan safeguards and protections so that the
migrating and nesting swans can use the habitat in the KRW without the overwhelming
disturbance from motorized use. Once the plan has been approved, it will be absolutely
necessary to have in place conservation officers to ensure that the approved plan is

implemented to the fullest
Memorandum Prepared By
William A. (Bill) Quirk, 111 Pilot / Biologist

P.O. Box 212545
Anchorage, AK 99521

Tel, (907) 333-7840

F-43Z
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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Swan Disturbance in tbe Knik River Watershed

February 20, 2006

Introduction

Thirty (30) comprehensive aerind surveys were flown in the spring, summer, and fall of
2005 to monitor the trumpeter swans in the Knik River Watershed (KRW). The surveys
include the important Jim Creek Basin (JCB) where 22 lakes and numerous ponds arc
located in a wetland environment. Jim Creek empties into the lower Knik River 2 miles
southeast of the Butte community. The aerial survey data was recorded in tables and
reports were written to document swan temporal and spatial distribution, nesting success,
disturbance to the swans, and other factors. The swans returned to Southcentral Alaska
from their wintering grounds on April 7, 2005. Several hundred swans use the lakes in
the JCB as a staging area during the spring and fall migration periods in April / May and
again in September / October. An aerial survey conducted on October 27, 2004 showed a
total of five hundred twenty-eight (528) swans using the JCB. The summer surveys
showed a maximum number of nine (9) pairs of swans nesting in the KRW in 2005. Non
nesting swans arc found in single*, pairs, and / or flocks in the JCB Non nesting swai *

averaged approximately fifteen (15) birds in 2005.

Migrating Swan Disturbance

Swans arriving in Southcentral Alaska in early April seek out the JCB as it usually has
the only open water at this time of the year, the open water in early spring is due to the
thermal effects on the south slopes of the nearby Chugach Mountains that create warm
springs that flow into the lakes. The first open water areas show up as «mall openings in
the icc on the northern end of Mud and Jim Lakes. The swans that use these open water
areas in early spring are constantly being disturbed by recreational vehicles (usually
trucks) driving the Rippy Trail and parking near the shoreline of the takes. Activities
such as target practicing with rifles or pis'ols and fireworks displays immediately
displace the swans by driving them off the opei. water. They often relocate on the icc of

one of the nearby lakes.

The swan* arc also being disturbed by motorized recreational vehicles during the latter
part of the spring migration period, e.g., in Ma>, after the ice on the lakes lias melted.
The swans on the lakes are disturbed by air and motor boats that approach the swans at
too close a range, by making too much noise at close range, or by traveling too fast in
close proximity' of the swans. All-Terrain Cycles (A'ICs) drive through wetland in the
JCB to lakes where swans are piesent Large numbersof a TCs highly disturb the swans.

The swans arc frequently disturbed in September and October when large numbers of air
and motor boats are frequenting the lake" in the JCB. Swans up to a hundred or more
that were displaced from the JCB have been observed on naked gravel bars (no food)
along the nearby braided Knik River during die fall migration penod.
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Representative Jay Ramras
House Resources Commi .,ce
State of Alaska

Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Kill House Bill 3U7
Match 25, 2006

This refers to HB 307 and the redrafted version CS HB 307A. This introduced Pill
including the rcd\tftcd version, 307A, will not provide the necessary tools for the State to
draft a management plan that will ensure protection of area residents from noise, dust,
and dangerous firing of firearms. The plan will not be able to restrict motorized vehicles
f\Von rjtting and destro'ring valuable wetlands in the Jim Creek Basin. In addition, the
plan will not be sufficirui io reduce the high level of motorized disturbance and
harassment of wildlife in the Knik Rivei Watershed. Ine latter is contributing to u
deteriorating condition for waterfowl and moose in the rich wetland habitat in the Jim
Creek Basin. Atiached is a Memorandum (dated February 20, 2006) entitled Swan
Disturbance in the Knik River Watershed' which clearly shows that nesting tiumpeter
swans and their cygnets arc being disturbed by motorized boats (including air boats and
motor boats) and all-terrain cycles (ATCs) to a level that is beyond sustainability for the
swans to raise a healthy brood of young in the Knik River Watershed.

Recommendation is »0 kill HB 307 since it is inadequate to deal with current problems
and protection t the wildlife resources in the Knik River Watershed. In I'Onof HB 307,
I am reconu \cnding support of the Knik River Valley State Recreation Area under AS
4] .21. This would be a much better way to provide a sufficient management plan for the
Knik River Watershed and the conservation officers needed to enforce the plan.

William A. Quirk, 111  Pilot / Biologist
P.O. Box 212545
Anchorage, Alaska 99521

Tc! (907)333-7840

F-432
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PO Box 766
Talkeetna, AK 99676
March 25, 2006

Representative Jay Ramras, C>J .air, House Resources
Alaska State House of Representatives

Dear Representative Ramras:

This letter regards HB 307, an Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area. lam a member ot the
Mat-Su State Parks Citizen's Advisory Board, but 1am commenting as an individual.

In late 2005, the Advisory Board saw presentations by the Knik Watershed Group and by T 'd
Clark, President of the Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance regarding the future of the Knik River

Watershed and draft legislation creating the Public Use Area (PUA). Both presentatior were
quite informative Both views were different, but not incompatible. Legislation can and should

respect both views

The current HB 307 $an improvement over earlier versions, but there is further o go if all user
groups are to be treated fairly and if the qualities and values of the area are to be preserved over

time.

He/e are specific changes to HB 307 that 1 urge you to incorpor . e into the hill.

Page 1, line 14, after the word vehicle, insert "and non-motorized recreation determined to be
compatible with (1) and (2) ofthis section” and delete the word opportunities. So, starting on line

13, (3) would read "Provide for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses including off-
road vehicle and nor.motorized recreation determined to be compatible with (1) and (2) of this
section.” This accommodates all user groups equally and provides for the sustainability of the
important fish and wildlife resources of the area.

Page 2, line 7: In addition to public hearings, there should be an option for public meetings and/or
informational workshops. And, Ithink the legislation should contemplate the establishment of a
citizen's advisory oversight board, representing various perspectives and experience

Section 200, (d) (1), page 3, line 6 should have a clause that ensures consistency of these
activities with the overall purpose of the PUA. Without a compatibility caveat, the use of the area
would be unmanageable, to the detriment of the resourct some user groups, or oth

Section 200, (d) (2), page 3, lines 1116. This is an unclear provision that appears to give
motorized use priority over both non-motorized use and the integrity of the natural resource values
of the area, and it hamstrings the planning process. Legislation should be clear in its statements,
internally consistent, and not preclude proper planning in the public interest. Henne, (d) (2), lines

11-16 should be deleted.

Enforcement is important, and section 210 should include language the directs the commissioners
of Public Safety, F&G, and other regulatory agencies to enforce the law in the PUA.

Sincerely,

John Stras anburgh












Yellow = ORYV trails

Red = road, Red E. of Mud Lk. (r. square) = Maude Rd. extension
White = Middle of Sec, 22 and extent ofold logging trails
Turquoise = What is left of Rippy Trail

Blue = Friday Cr. Trails - so far, singletrack

(note- the to-quoise line beyond Chain Iks Is nota mistake - ATV's have been hauled in by air boat)
This is a rough line drawn graphic representation from my knowledge of these +ails
and is not a GPS map! Use at your own risk.

The Rippy portion of ad-hoc ORV traffic wa- single track only from White box

to approximately the Friday Creek airstrip prior to the Maude Rd. Extension project.
This, along with other documentation, gives you overview about what is happening to
the Jim/Swan Wetlands with no Management or adequate Law Enforcement.

Other documentation and photos available by request.

Copyright - Robert Howard  Palmer, Alaska rvhoward@mac.com
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Emily Stancliff

From: The Halls [dabbhall@gci.net]
Sent:  Monday, March 27, 2006 9:36 AM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras
Subject: HB 307

Representative Ramras,

lunderstand that there is a teleconference this afternoon regarding the Knik Watershed public
land use bill (307) that Rep. Stoltze drafted Simply put I support his )ill in its original draft in
that it offers a wide array of public use for all users.

The Jim Creek region of the Knik is unique in that it can accommodate foot traffic, wheeled
vehicles and even aircraft for recieation and hunting. Leave this jewel of recreation for all of

the people for all of our uses.

William Hall

3/27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

From: Peter M. Probasco [maryann@mtaonline.net]
Sent:  Monday, March 27, 2006 8:19 AM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 307-Knik River Public Use Area

Representative Ramras: Iwould like to express my strongest support for HB 307. This a very good bill of great
importance. Please share my E-mail message with all of the members of the House Resourse Committe. Thankyou. Peter
M Probasco PO Box 861 Palmer, Alasxa 99645. (907)745-3182

3/27/2006


mailto:maryann@mtaonline.net

Page 1of 1

Emily Stancliff

From:  Ellis [rgellis@gci.net]

Sent:  Monday, March 27, 2006 7:18 AM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 307

Dear Mr. Ramras,

As President of the Alaska Frontier Trappers Association, | have been asked to send you this letter in support of HB
307, Knik River Public Use Area

I represent over fifty trappers that are strongly in support of this bill before you. We feel that public use areas are
extiemely critical, especially to trappers and should always include the provision for ORW useage.

Thank you foi your time.
Rick C. Eliis
President AFTA

3'27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

From: Mapmakers Alaska (BritLively@MapmakersAlaska.com]
Sent: Mor.iay, March 27, 2006 2:04 AM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 307 - jim creek area

I'd be glad to help with the Jim Creek campaign.
Attaching my name is fine with me.

Here goes:

Iam a former instructor with UAA's Outdoor Program.

We used to take our Whiter Survival students to the

Jim Lake/Mud Lake areas for overnight outings. But

frequently (at least 3 times) our classes would encounter the sounds of late-night hooting and hollering
combined with high-powered rille fire.

Usually this activity occurred from the Mud Lake parking lot and often we found discarded beer and hard liquor
containers there the next morning. We stopped taking our classes to the Jim Lake area. We were concerned
about getting shot and we were concerned about the vehicles we left in the parking lot.

James Larabee

— Carrie Wang <carriewang@ yahoo.com> wrote:

> hi jamcs,

> ihaven't hud a chance to look at your photos, but i look forward to

> jt.

>

> i'rii emailing because i was wondering if you recalled our

> conversation about the jim creek area, at our last get together, i was

> also wondering if you v ould be willing to write (very brief) about

> what you described to me (how you used to take uaa students out there
> and the shooting, etc), you can just email me or brit lively at

> rcsource@ buttealaska.org . if you don't want your name attached please
> say so. your testimony would be very much appreciated!

>

> thanks!
> carrie
>

>

> Do You Yahoo!?
> Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around

> http://mail.yahoo.com

Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around http://mail.yahoo.com
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Emily Stancliff

From:  Cliff Judkins (cjudkins@mtaonline.net)

Sont: Monday, March 27. 2006 12:11 AM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep Ralph Samuels; Rep. Jim Elkins
Subject: HB 307

Dear Co-Cha'rs Rep Ramras and Samuel? and Members House Resources Committee, |am writing to you as the
President of the Alaska Boating Association to urge you to pass HB 307 to create the Knik River Public Use Area. The
Knik River Drainage has been used for many years by motorized outdoor recreationists. Itis not unusual to see several
hundred families and groups using the Knik River, the Jim Creek Lake Systemand the many 4wheeler trails in thevalley
on any summer week end. «irboaters have used the River to take family, friends and visitors toget anuo close look at the
Knik Glacier and to fish and hunt in the Jim Creek Lakes System 3nd the Knik Rive he earliest documented use by
airboats of Jim Creek that I can find was 19*3 by the Pudicomb family of Palmer, They used the area for hunting and
fishing. This area is ideally located to accommodate the thousands of Anchorage an” '/alley motorized

recreationists looking for a place close by to go for the day or the week end. There is continual use of the gravel and
sand bars, 4wheeler trails and water ways by hundreds of people every week end. Where else can they go? There are
thousands of motorized recreationists with in fifty miles of the Knik River The need a location that they know they will not
be shut out of by groups that do not like their chosen method of recreating. HB 307 will assure the traditional uses of the
Knik River drainage will oe protected. Cliff Judkins, President, Alaska Boating Association.

3/27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

From:  Cliff Judkins icjudkins@mtaonline.net)
Sent: Sunday, March 26. 2006 11:38 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Ralph Samuels; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Harry Crawford; Rep. Mary Kapsner;
Rep. Jim Elkins; Rep. Kurt Olson

Subject: HB 307

Reps Jay Ramaras and Palpi' Samuels Co-Chairs House Resources Committee and members-- The Alaska Boating
Association appreciates your efforts to help outdoor enthus-ast protect their use of the Knik River drainage. This area has
a long history of use oy motorized out door receptionists. Itis a great place to take friends and visitors for a close up look
at the Knik Glacier. When Ifirst began airboating the Jim Creek lake and slough system is where | learned to operate my
boat. 1 have observed hundreds of families enjoying the river banks gravel and sand bars and the many 4 wheeler trails in
the area. Thu earliest airboat use of the Jim Creek Lakes system that Ihave been able to document was Dy the
Pudicombe family of Palmer in 1943 The used the area for duck hunting and fishing. 1have harvested moose, silver
?almon and DoVarden from the waters of Jim Creek. Their are thousands of 4wheelers in the Anchorage/Mat Valley
area and this is the only place that they have close by to use their machines. The area is a good alternative to the use of
jhway Row's which produces constant complaints by adjacent residents and highway users due to the dust, noise and
jfety hazard involved HB 307 will help to protect the existin'] uses and hopefully help to curtail the misuse and abuse
that goes ( n along the River.
Again thank you for all of your hard work on this important legislation. Clift Judkins, President, Alaska Boating Association

3/27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

From: Kim Bergey [blossoms@mtaonime.net]
Sent:  Sunday, March 26. 2006 10:57 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramrrs
Cc: Rep.Bill.Stoltze[Representative_Bill_Stoltze@legis state.ak.us]

Subject: Knik River Public Use Area

Rep Ramras

Iwas told you are the chairman of the committee conducting hearings on HB 307. larr. a resident of the Butte and 1 live
next to one of the heaviest atv traffic areas. 1|have two concerns with the proposed legislation.

Itis very important not to limit law enforcement in the area We should not limit ourselves to only AST as the only law
enfoicement agency which can have jurisdiction in the area. It would be tragic i all the work tf at has gone into the area in
terms of law enforcement be undone because AST redeployed and no longer had the manpower to service the area and

no other agency is allowed fill ine void.

The woiding of the bill implies that the state currently has facilities in the area when it mentions picnic areas, boat
launches etc. There are no such facilities on state land and very limited in the area in general. |read wording which
states the commissioner can limit activities in these areas, but Iread nothing about the commissioner being able
designate any areas for the above mentioned purposes The commissioner needs to have the mandate to propose areas

for these facilities and seek a means to fund them.

Thank you for reading my comments.

Thomas Bergey
Butte resident

3/27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

From: robert biehl (rKbiehl@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2006 10:53 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 307

lam in full support of HB 307. Robert T Biehl
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Emily Stancliff

From: Ben Milam (whiskers@mtaonline.net]
Sent:  Sunday March 26, 2006 10:28 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 307, Knik River Public Use Area

Dear Representative Ramras:
It is my understanding that you currently have before you HB 307, Knik River Public Use Area.

I fully support this as a r ulti-use recreation?' area, however the bill needs some strong language to prevent the abuse
currently going on.

I live fairly close to this area and every year our community hauls approximately 20 burned and abandoned automobiles
and countless loads of garbage from this area. All of this is left by those that claim it as an Off Road Vehicle area. The
hikers and horse people have an equal right to use this area without being subjected to this kind of abuse.

This is probably one of the best ORV areas in the Valley, but there has to te something done to prevent the abuse.

Ben R Milam

907-746-4411

3/27/2006
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Emily Standiff

From: Chsrie Kajdan [crk@mtaonline.netl
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2006 8:55 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject HB 307

Freedom to enjoy the outdoors in Alaska, including a si bsistencc lifcsylc, is a major reason why i have lived in
Alaska for 30 years. 1believe the State's constitution provides for equal access to public resources, including
the land. Use of off-road vihicles can be regulated to protect the resource and so those who enjoy this life-style

and may I>e physically imDaired can continue to use this resource.

Thanks for your time.
Cheryl R. Kajdan
4250 Birch Forest Dr.
Palmer, AK 99645
907-745-5075

trk@ mtaonline.net
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Emily Stancliff

From: Denny Hamann [loriann@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2006 9:36 AM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Ralph Samuels; Rep. Jim Elkins; Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Gabriella LeDoux Rep.
Kurt Olson; Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Harry Crawford; Rep. Mary Kapsner

Subjoct: HB 307

Hello,

My name is Denny Hamann and lam a life long resident of the Palmer area .My grandparents were part of the colonist
crowd that came up in 1935.Neeoless to say I've spent lots of time in the Knik river area enjoying many different
activities. Ibelieve that HB 307 is a great bill and should be passed. In these past lew years it has been a real
disappointment to see the area being used for a dumping ground for stolen cars and the lack of any real enforcement

in the area hasn't helped. Ifeel that the legitimate recreational users need to take this area back so all of us can enjoy it's
opportunities. Thanks in advance for your consideration.

Denny Hamann

1200 Oat St.
Wasilla.AK. 99654

3/27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

From: jay [jaynolfi@mtaonline.net]

Sent:  Saturday, March 25, 2006 8:42 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Cc: Rep. Mark Neuman; Sen. C.iarl'e Huggins; Rep. Bill Stoltze
Subject: Fw: House Resorce Committee CS HB 307

— Original Message —

From: jay

To: Rep_Jay_Ramros@legis.state.ak.us

Cc: Rep.Mark Neuman ; Senator Charlie Huggins ; Rep. Bill Stoltze.
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2006 6:15 PM

Subject: House Resorce Committee CS HB 307

A few years ago lwas involved in the establishment of a Lake Management Ordinance in the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough. An attempt was made to place some constraints on the useage
of "jet skis" or to prohibit vheir use entirely, and Ican relay to you that the biggest public
outcry during all public hearings held, was, ‘'the surface of the lake belongs to everyone.”
Consequently, the Ordinance was written accordingly.

This same principle should apply to land useage. Public land belongs to everyone, therefore,
the Knik River Public Use Area legislation shouid contain provisions to include all forms of
recreation, including the use of off-road vehicles with reasonable safety precautions.

Public interest groups do not serve the public!

Jay Nolfi

P. O. Box 520309

Big Lake, Alaska 99652
907-892-6356

jaynolfi@ mtaonlii e.net

3/27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

From: Gary Masog [gary.masog@gci.net]
Sent:  Saturday, March 25, 2006 1.49 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 307

PLEASE PASS THIS BILL. THERE ARE TOO FEW AREAS NEAR BY THAT ARE AVAILABLE
FOR OFF ROAD USE.

GARY MASOG
7610 OLD HARBOR ROAD
ANCH. AK. 99504

3/27/2006


mailto:gary.masog@gci.net
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Emily Stanciiff

From: John Davis Oohndavis@radiokenai.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2006 12:40 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: Support HB307

Jay.... Hope you support those folks in Anch and the Valley who are waiting for passage of HB307. Please let me know
you supported this piece of legislation. John C. Davis-Kenai

3/27/2006


mailto:Oohndavis@radiokenai.com

Emily bianctiff

From: lee.connie@juno.com

Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2006 10:46 AM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: HB 307, Knik River Public Use Area

I wouid like to lend my support to the passage of HD 307. This area has been used by ORV enthuoiasts,
including myself, for many years. | am not aware o any other area reasonably close to the large population
centers around southcentral Alaska that is available for large groups of ORV users. The use of this area for this

purpose should not be restricted.
Respectfully,
Lee Browning

2907 W. 34th Ave
Anchorage, AK 99517


mailto:lee.connie@juno.com
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FAX TO REPRESENTATIVE RAMRAS
KEGA J)DMG 11B307 (KNIK PUBLIC USE AREA) C

Repres.utative Rfmra.-

Pleas* consider holding HB307 until it is rewritten to include some

regv 'atory language so that it can be truly aMULTI- USE PUBLIC USE
AREA. As things have lieen written and with a relatively recent ( past 5 yr.
Trend) Non-motorized users are being pressured out for safety and other
practical reasons and those of us who live in this area and arc truly multi-
use users who are careful with the environment, feel violated and restricted
in our use.

My family has lived in, and/or used this area for 40 years. We own and use
snow macliines, 4 -wheelers, horses, we ski, hike and canoe. In the past we
b € used the river bed and trails as far as the Glacier for NOrses and g
wheelers....and have canoed and used small row boats in Jim Lake even
going on down the creek to the river  we sk-ied right along with snow
rare'lines etc.and would ride our horses year round on the trails...The
motorized user of the part was quite considerate and were fewer in number.
.Moa this is becoming dangerous and difficult due to outsiders on
motorized veliicles who travel very fast, tear up the trails (often deliberately
trying to see how deep they can get in and still get out) the creek crossings
have become so muddied and widened as to be dangerous on horses and
impossible on foot or with bicycles etc. Skiiers , horseback riders and dog
e.eams are no match for a high speed powerful motorized vehicle. Shooting
is often in peoples BACKYARDS.... and is excessive and on high frequency
trai-'s anc may include automatic weapons...MACHINE GUNS DO NOT
BELONG IN APUBLIC USE AREA THEY HAVE BECOME
FREQUENT. NOR DO THEY HAVE A PLACE IN A RESIDENTIAL
AREA.

Since the motorized users have not been regulating themselves and are often
showing so much inconsideration to residents of the Knik Basin, the
environment and to other users, 1believe there will need to be some
regulation and some form of enforcement acknowledged by the bill.

Please consider holding this bill in committee until it can be changed in
order to protect the true MULTI- USE INTENT. And also to protect the
residents of this area and the environment itself.

Thank you, Margaret Runser (17005 E. Dorismae Cir., Palmer,
Ak.99645)

\f



Yellow = ORV trails

Red = road. Red E. of Mud Lk. (r. square) = Maude Rd. extension
White = Middle of Sec, 22 and extent of old logging trails
Turquoise = What is left of Rippy Trail

Blue = Friday Cr. Trails so far, singietrack
(note- the torquoise line beyond Chain Lks. Is not a mistake - ATVs hove been hauled in by oir boot)

This is a rough line drawn graphic representation from my knowledge of these trails
and is nt a GPS map! Use at your own risk.

The Rippy portion of ad-hoc ORV traffic was single track only from White box

to approximately the Friday Creek airstrip prior to the Maude Rd. Extension project.
This, along with other documentation, gives you overview about what is happening to
the Jim/Swan Wetlands with no Management or adequate Law Enforcement.

Other documentation and photos available by request.

Copyright - Robert Howard Palmer, Alaska rvhoward@ mac.com


mailto:rvhoward@mac.com
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- Representative Jay Ramras, co-chai
E{(é: PuB IC Heattm% on%he Knﬁ( Rﬁ/%rCFpu r|c"’1LrJ]se Area
ate: Margh 21,200

ummary: Stat

_ ement of OPposition 0 HBS%Y and the redraft, CS HB307A. Dye to
time res ral?ts at tel(]e hear (m Iwa}z ,Hna etobY,m em concer,nls. Below 1s my
statement of recora regarding the Knik River Public Use Area legislation.

My name is Scott Wolfe and | am a south Knik River resident.

I wish tc thank the legislatures and the public for their significant efforts for attempting to
develop legislation for addressing concerns and conflicts that have developed because of
repeated, irresponsible use of the Knik River area by relational users However, HB307
and the redraft, CS HB307A sounds as if it were written to perpetuate and enhance the
problems instead of develop solutions

For over 20 years, residents have expressed concerns to government personnel and
enforcement officials about the following problems caused by overuse and abuse:
Burned and abandoned vehicles

Uncontrolled gunfire

Uncontrolled motorized use

Erosion, dust, and damage caused by ORVs

Pollution (Ground, air, water, noise)

Abandoned campfires

Poaching

Wildlife and fish har- ssment and disturbance

Trespassing

. Alcohol and drug use
Incompatible uses (e.g.; airboats on Jim Cneek aojacent to Jim Lake while canoes

are present, lead shot in waterways)

FEEORNOOLWN R

This area is truly remarkable and provides breeding, summer, and winter habitats for
moose, Dali's sheep, mountain goat, black and brown bear, lynx, wolf, wolverine, coyote,
fox, weasel, snowshoe hare, American beaver, river otter, Arctic ground squirrel, red
squirrel, passerine and upland game birds, shorebirds, raptors, gulls, ravens, over 20
species of ducks, trumpeter and tundra swans, and gees" Jim Creak, the bHogical heart
of the ecosystem, is historically the 2rdlargest recreational fishery in Knik Arm for silver
salmon and, along with other creeks, lakes, and wotlands in the region, contain good
numbers of red salmon, dolly varden, rainbow trout, and whitefish. As a wildlife biologist,
it's hard for rr.e to imagine that this place does not have active management, enforcement,
and the funding necessary to sustain for future generations.

Another astonishing thing to me is that target shooters have tjieir rights completely
protected in this proposed legislation but legitimate, responsible watertowl hunters must
use steel shot because of widespread research that shows lead toxicity to the entire
wetland food chain Has anyone tested the fish they catch at Jim Creek Flats for lead
toxicity? As an avid hunter, | r*o longer hunt in tf is area because of noise disturbance,
human to animal density, and the fear of being s lot by target shooters, joy riders, or
partiers. This ruins the hunting experience in thii incredible habitat for wildlife and is a

prime example of incompatible uses.

So, obviously to everyone involved, something needs to be done to curtai) the destructive
activities that v =existed for far, far, far too long. Nevertheless, | strongly oppose HB307
and the redraft, HB307A because It seems to perpetuate and build further upon the
reckless, irresponsible uses that have caused so much damage arid got us to this point of
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no return. | presented a full realm of objections, identified inadequacies and 3uggesled
improvements to HB307 during the first public testimony at the Butte Elementary School,
so all of that should be readily available on public record | will not reiterate a step-by-step
walk through the shortcomings of tlv prcposed legislation but strongly recommend
reviewing everyone’s recommendations, making a much better attempt at improving tf*
legislation, and allowing a more extensive public review p.ocess before approving any

tegir'ation fortnis critical area

After the 2 public hearings, it should be very dear that much opposition still exists over
what is our “best" alternative for managing the incredible wildlife habitat and recreational
opportunities in this area The redraft. CS HB307A doesn't even come dose to
addressing concerns expressed by many long-time residents or most speakers at either
hearing. Land use decisions and a carefully though out management plan are integral for
developing a sustainable approach at wise-use for dealing with cumulative effects of an

exponentially growing population

Yes, the State must act on this ever-growing problem. However. HB307 isn't the answer.
The Knik River area, and its residents deserve much, much better [I've heard ATVers
say, ‘'hey, this is Alaska, where we can do whatever we want whenever we want" ‘If you
don't like it, just move!" This legislation paves the way for this illogical thinking ... many of
our back yards. Because no previous legislation has been developed spedftcally for the
area, this is now the opportunity to pave the way for wise- and sustainable- use. instead of
the “take what you can. give nothing back' attitude so prevalent with many current users
and in HB307 (and the redraft). So, please reject this current legislative attempt to allow
motorized users to continue taking over and affecting everyone else through disrespectful,
irresponsible, and destructive use of these incredibly valuable natural resources

Thank you.

Scott A. Wolfe

HCO02 Box 7686-J

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Telephore: (907) 746-8008
Email: graywolfe@ gci.net


mailto:graywolfe@gci.net

Letters of Support for HB ~07 and SB 197
Knik River Public Use Area Legislation
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SECTION 4. LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO
REPRESENTATIVE BILL STOLTZ FOR SB 301
AND HB 197.
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SECTION 4. LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO BOTH

SENATOR CHARLIE HUGGINS AND
REPRESENTATIVE BILL STOLTZ FOR SB 301

AND HB 197.
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SECTION 3. LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO SENATOR
CHARLIE HUGGINS FOR SB 301 AND HB 197.
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SECTION 4. LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO
REPRESENTATIVE BILL STOLTZ FOR SB 301
AND HB 197.
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SECTION 5. LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO BOTH

SENATOR CHARLIE HUGGINS AND
REPRESENTATIVE BILL STOLTZ FOR SB 301

AND HB 197.
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Representative Ramns:
Regarding House Bill No. 307, “An Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area”.

While substantial improvements have been made to the bill, I feel further changes would make it a better bill to
ensure public recreation and safety for all Alaskans while protecting the natural environment, including fish and

wildlife.

A: Include nonmotorized use: Page 1Line 14: “Provide for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses
including oflf-road vehicle and nonmotorized recreation determined to be compatible with (1) and (2) of this

section.”

B: Expand the public process page 2 line 7: Include workshops and public hearings, or establishment ofa
citizen's advisory board. This is the best means to ensure that resident safety andquality of life concerns are
addressed. Based on concerns | have heard from locals in the area, the safety issues are really important.

C: Fix the wording on incompatible use: Page 3 line 6: “aliow the Knik River Public Use Area to be used for
activities, as compatible with purposes, to include all-terrain vehicles.. ”

D. Provide for wise use of ORVs: Delete item (2) page lines 11-16 in

Incompatible Uses. This section circumvents the required public plannn g

process. ORV use is ensured in Section 41.23.180 (Purposes page 1 line 14). In particular, some existing trails
or routes may need to be re-aligned or perhaps seasonably limited to result in sustainable trails where current
routes may be contributing to erosion and having negative impacts on wetlands, fish, and wildlife. This is not an
attempt to limit access, but rather to ensure that all can access the area in a reasonable way, for decades to come.

This is where management anJ enforcement in the area is extremely important.
Thank you for considering these comments.

Dot (Dorothy) Helm

233 W. Beaver Ave.

Palmer, AK 99645

dot.h@ att.net
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March 27, 7006
TO: Representative Jay Rimras

FROM: Stan Olsen
6620 c. 11*Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99504

RE: Stolzc/Huggins HB 307/SB 197

I am writing to oppose the above act ou Jot "jack River Public Use Area. Unfortunately
this area is no longer the “pristine" aret as was long ago unofficially turned over for
use by motorized, free wheeling and flm loving folks who have relegated it into a area
devoid ofany possibility of use by families who enjoy the quiet, peaceful nature pfthe

Alaska outdoor environment.

Currently this area is continually trashed (literally), fires are set without any regard to
imramiziflg the effect on the environment. Streams, wetlands and dry lands are torn up
by machines driven by people without any demonstrated respect / regard for the
environmental degradation they cause. Notto mention the noise polk-tion which reaches
areas distant from the actual physical use boundaries

i
This area in general also suffers from the noise pollution o fthe nearby racetrack every
weekend in the summer. There needs to be a place where individuals and families can go
in peace and security without having to be subjected to the noise and generally “lawless”
attitud' of a few. Unfortunately is not a few when they are congregated in this small
area. Law enforcement is not enforced.

For the benefito ft m”~ority ofthe citizens | strongly request that this ball be killed and
legislation be implemented to turn this area into the Knik River Val’ev State Recreation
Area (under AS 41.21), far Mie benefit ofall Alaskan’s.

I’m sony for the short notice buy | was just made aware o f this hearing end wanted to
express my feeling*. | trust that you will help uphold the use of Alaska lands for the
majority o f the usera and not allow a small group to destroy a potentially wonderful state

resource.

Thank you.



Yellow = ORYV trails

Red = road, Red E. of Mud Lk. (r. square) = Maude Rd. extension
White = Middle of Sec, 22 and extent of old logging trails
Turquoise = What is left of Rippy Trail

Blue = Friday Cr. Trails - so far, singletrack
(note- the torquoise line beyond Chain Lks. Is not a mistake - ATVs haw been hauled in by air boat)

This is a rough line drawn graphic representation from my knowledge of these trails
and is not a GPS map! Use at your own risk.

The Rippy portion of ad-hoc ORV traffic was single track only from White box

to approximately the Friday Creek airstrip prior to the Maude Rd. Extension project.
This, "’long with other documentation, gives you overview abuut what is happening to
the Jim/Swan Wetlanas with no Management or adequate Law Enforcement.

Other documentation and photos available by request.

Copyright - Robert Howard Palmer, Alcska rvhoward@mac.com
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Trail Graphic.doc; ATT120247.txt; aerial veg survey 10-10-05 003 1jpg; ATT120248.txt;
pastedGraphicl.tiff; ATT120249.txt; IMGP1443 1.jpg; ATT120250.txt

m

Trail Graphic.doc ATT120247.txt (72 aerial veg survey ATT120248.txt pastedGraphicl.tiff ATT120249.txt IMGP1443_1l.jpg
(695 KB) B) 10-10-05 003... (102 B) (405 KE) (104 B) (332 KB)

Attachments:

ATT120250.ixt (98
8)

Good Day,

For the testimony on IIB307 today, it would be helpful to me it the following graphics are available for
reference and I am hoping you may accommodate me by making them available to the committee.

(I believe they have may have already found the way to Ralph Samuels office via another route.)

Thank You!
R. Howard
Palmer

>

> Could yo iprint out the following (open up the ".doc' - it is the most
> importan ) and get copies to Resource co-chairs Ramas and Samuels?
> (I feared axing would not produce the needed color)

>

>



Emily Stancliff

From: Dara Lively [daralive@yahoo.com]
Sent:  Monday, March 27, 2006 12:15 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras
Subject: HB 307

Dear Representative Ramras,

I am writing to encourage you to reject HB307 and the redrafted veision of HB307a. |was bom and raised in
Palmer, specifically in the Butte area, approximately one mile from the Knik River. While growing up, |
enjoyed riding horses, fishing, camping, exploring, playing, running and taking in the overall beauty of the Knik
River area. As | got older and moved to Anchorage, | continued to do these things on the weekends, but noticed
a rapid decline in the area, which deterred me from doing the things | loved so much growing up. Itis
disheartening to see the environmental damage, trashed cars and appliances, extensive shooting and unsafe
firearm use. The area has become a lawless no-man’s land where people believe they can do anything with

little regard fro the environment or other people. The degeneration ofthe area has resulted from the lack of

enforcement of any laws in the area.

ljust gave birth to my first child less than three weeks ago. | have dim hopes that she will be able to enjoy the
Knik River area as | did in my youth due to the safety risks if HB307 does pass. It would be wonderful to allow
her and other children the opportunity to not only enjoy the beauty and resources but to also teach them how to
play responsibly by leaving no trace so everyone can enjoy it for years on end. Please understand that the
children are our future, and that the environment that we raise them in and teach them about will effect them,

future generations and what happens to this earth long after we are gone.

I appreciate your consideration in not passing HB307 or the redrafted version of HB307a. A better option
would be to support a State recreation site for the Knik River area.

Sincerely,
Dara Lively
11100 Magnolia St

Anchorage, AK 9951b
(907)345-9294

New Yahoo! Messenger with Voice. Call regular phones from your PC and save big.

3/27/2006
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Emily Stancliff

Kathy Cross [kacross@pobox.mtaonline.net]

From:

Sent: Monday, March 27,2006 12:12 PM

Tr: Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Carl Gatto; Rep. Mary Kapsner; Rep. Jay Ramras. <ep. Jim Elkins;
Rep Kurt Olson; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Harry Crawford

Subject: HB 307

I am writing to express my concerns about HB 307 relating to access to the Knik River area and environs.

When local area residents, those most immediately and directly affected, requested legislation to curb violence
and damage to the area, this bill was not what they sought. O fparticular concern are:

€lack of provision for enforcement to protect the safety of residents and others who wish to enjoy this area (e.g.
bullets from recreational shooters entering houses in the area, residents and others bullied arid threatened);
€increasing damage to the terrain (vegetation, wetlands, riverbeds in t' ditional salmon spawning grounds) tom

up by thoughtless riders.

Alternate legislation has been suggested by residents of this area that would better piovide for their safety and
the safety of their families while allowing responsible recreational access to this area by all. | respectfully
request that you carefully consider alternatives and not approve the current bill.

Thank you,
Kathy Cross
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Emily Stancliff

From: jay cross [jaykat@mtaonline.net]
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2006 11:52 AM

To: Rep. Jim EIlkins; 'R«.,) Carl'; Rep. Mary Kapsner; Rep. Jay Ramras; Rep. Paul Seaton; Rep. Kurt Olson;
Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Harry Crawford

Subject: ****SpPAM*** HB307

lam writing to express my opposition to this hill as it is written. It does nothing to address the area's problems. Without
some form of enforcement with funding it will be business as usual for the people that misuse this area. Listen to the
people that are affected by the violence, and look at the damage done to the area. I've used the Knik area for years but |
won't go there now. The Knik area is no longer a remote area; it could be a beautiful area for people to go to enjoy. Right
now it is the wild west out there. Jay Cross

3/27/2006
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March 27,2006

RepTtsentative Jay Ramras;

I am writing as an avid mountaineer and outdoor enthusiast. The Knik land under
discussion is a beautifijl area of mountains, glaciers, rivers, streams and wetlands.

During the late 1990's, friends and | made numerous trips into the Jim Creek area.
On every outing to that area, we were concerned about the safety of our vehicles. At
times we even wondered about our own safety. | saw vehicles that had been bullet ridden
and others that were burned. Numerous stories filtered from that area of vandalism,
destruction, assault and mayhem.

Because of this | have been hesitant to visit this area again. | strongly believe and

support steps to protect the land, property and people in this area. | do not believe that
HB307/SB197 will provide appropriate protective measures. Therefore 1ask you to reject

this bill.

Wayne L. Todd

1921 Ivan Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
(907)522-6354
waynel@gci.net
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Carolynne Wang
1921 Ivan Drive
Anchorage AK 99507

Representative Jay Ramras
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau AK 99801-1182

119 North Cushman, Suite 207
Fairbanks AK 99701

Re: HB 307/SB 197 Public Hearing
27 March 2006

Representative Ramras,

| am unable to attend today's public hearing, but would like to submit the following opinion.

I would like the legislature to reject HB 307/SB 197 and its subsequent re-drafts. The Knik River area
deserves better than a continued free-for-all. As a backcountry enthusiast | am unwilling to set foot in the
area, for fear of being shot at, or having my parked vehicle vandalized and burned. | am not alone in this
sentiment. Two years ago | attempted to ride by horse back from a friends property out to the river and
turned around bkore arriving due to the recklessness of ORV users, which spooked my horse. This area is
not open to all users by virtue of is current uses. | do not believe classifying it at a Public Use Area will make

the necessary changes.

I am in favor of a State Recreation Area, as regulations and law-enforcement will apply. | do not think a
Public Use Area will serve the same purpose. A Public Use Area, will only serve the purposes of those who
are currently, inappropriately, using the area. Regulation and planning for sustainable use is paramount to

making this area an asset to its community and surrounding areas. Currently the area facilitates an unsafe,
reckless attitude that permeates not only the backcountry area, but spills out into the road ways and

community.

Please reject HB 307/SB 197 and any re-drafts,

Thank you for >our time,

Carolynne Wang



Re: HB 307 An act creating the Knik River Public TJse Area

I support the effort to protect this region of Alaska, but feel this legislation falls short of
including everyone and everything in the planning process

The legislation is putting the cart before the horse - so to speak. It does not allow for
proper planning !i does not properly address the importance of the area for wildlife It
seems only 10 care about certain people’s right to use it and abuse it.

Don’t you see? You are legislating (making the rules) before there is a plan.

There is a simple solution.
1 create the special management area (let the planning process decide what kind)

2. authorize and fund a management plan
3. authorize and fund management ofthe area once tire plan is completed

Don’t make the rules before you do any planning. 1don’t want to insult you guys down
there in Juneau, but last 1heard there weren’t any planners or land managers among you,
or your staff

Don’t allow a few people to decide what this area should or shouldn’t be.

I think the aroa should be set aside and managed as a state game refuge. But my little
voice won’t be heard over the motor heads who want to be free to drive over the wetlands
with their ATVs and airboats. Not only damaging the wetlands but the area that supports
thousands of birds, fish and mammals. Did you know that the Knik River area has one of
the highest concentrations of black bears in the state7

Please let the public have a chance to be involved in the plan Don’t create the rules
before you have public input and a plan.

Pat Owens
Chickaloon, Alaska
745-7714



MAR-29-2006 VD 11:59 AVI MAT-SU LIO
Mar 29 06 09:50a Timbadine Sawmill* Cabin

To The House of Representatives,

I would like to take this opportunity to tell you that | approve ofthe house
Bill #307 concerning the Knik River Public use Area as it is written.

I have been aresident ofthe area for 35 plus years and have spenta lotof
time on the river bar with family and friends, It is an awesome place for
people to go and have fun. | know that there are some problems with laws
being broke outthere but if we can get Law enforcement out there that
would make these issues go away.

Il am a Leader over about 100 youth in the palmer area and we go out there
quite a few times every year and just have cook outs and go swimming and a
lot ofdifferent activities and | would sure hate to see this plrce shut down to

these types of activities.

I personally know that there is a group of Individuals that are trying to shut
down this area to offroad Vehicles because they own Horses and they like
to ski and things. Jwould like to mention that they have already shut down
an area that | use to ride my 4-wheeler in so that they could ride there horses
and ski on there trails without the presence ofthese other machines. So | feel
that ifthey have there areas to go and play in, then we should have arers
where we can go and ride also. The horse and ski area that | am referring to
is the Morgan Horse trail area O ffof Huntley road about 3 miles out of

Palmer.
It is also a beautiful area that they have already made there own.

Thanks for your time and please support House Bill #307

Michael R Owens
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From: Wolf Song of Alaska [woifsoni,@alaska.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2006 8:26 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: "For HB 307 Heai.ng - Please distribute to F jsources Committee Members."

Importance: High

"For HB 307 Hearing - Please distribute to Resources Committee Members."

Representative Jay Ramras,

We sincerely and emphatically urge you to reject HB 307 and the redrafted version CS HB307A .

As residents of the Eklutna/Thundcrbird Falls area, wc make frequent recreational and other personal
trips to the Knik River Public Use Area. It is a beautifui area, truly representative of the Alaskan
experience, but it is an area that constantly tequires and demands strong and controlled
management, law enforcement and development regulations, and an area that must be
preserved in the best interests of all residents, not only those who represent the negative or
self-serving aspects of special recreational groups, interests and agendas.

Unfortunately, as a resident of the surrounding area for 30 years, | am appalled by the
lawlessness and disrespect for property and common areas demonstrated by many of the
special interest users o the Knik River Public Use Area. Simply stated, it can often be
"outright scary" to visit t le area “uring certain hours of the day, as well as certain days of the
week. These fears, re; or imagined, combined with the outright disrespect for nature and the

surrounding environment is despicable.

Please reverse the increasing negative reputation of rhe Knik River Public Use Area, by
rejecting HB 307 and the redrafted version CS HB307A, and pursuing only positive and alternative
goals and objectives for "all" users.

Please do not make any decisions that will be regretted in the future.
Tom and Maria Talas/.

27831 Raven Court
Chugiak AK 99567

(This is a personal response, with no affiliation to Wolf Song of Alaska)

3/29/2006



Testimony re CS for House Bill No. 307, Resources Comm.
March 29, 2006

My name is Loren Karro. | live at 8 1/2 mile Knik River Road, within the
boundaries of the proposed Public Use Area, and my property lies adjacent
to DNK land along the river itself. 1am a trapper, hiker, hunter, guide, and a
former Alaska Outdoors Council member. |spend up to five days a week
along the upper river, accessing it by plane, ATV, snowgo, foot, skies or
snowshoes. lappreciate the efforts of the legislature in reviewing the Knik
River Public Use Area proposal, i know that something needs to be done to
protect the wildlife, habitat and scenic beauty, as well as the peace and
safety of the local residents and recreational ists. | no longer feel safe
accessing the north side of the river, nor do I enjoy it in light of the trash,
noise, illegal activities and severe habitat degradation that 1encounter.

1 believe that with some changes, the proposed hill can be a start to a better,
safer management of the Knik River watershed. The problems that need to
be addressed fall into two categories; one of damage to the physical area by
over or improper use, with the inherent effects this has on fish,wildlife and
flora; and the second problem of safety to users and residents caused by
illegal activities such as unsafe firearm use, camp and bonfires during dry
and restricted periods, unsi fe vehicle operation, and theft and disposal of
vehicles. Obviously these problems overlap, with unsafe practices
degrading the environment and environmental damage creating unsafe

conditions.

This month the South Knik River Community Council voted to oppose this
bill as currently written. Obviously, the majority of my neighbors feel as 1
do that certain changes need to be made so that the resulting Public Use
Area is managed for true multiple use while keeping wildlife and residents
safe. First, I would like to see non-motorized, quiet use specifically
included in the purpose of the PUA, such as in 41.23.18 (3). Second, the
Management section of the bill (4 *.23.19 (a)) should specifically mandate
;hat workshops be held, that a citizen's advisory board be created, and that
DNR be the manager of the area.

Third, section 41.2".30 (d) (1) needs to have the phrase “as deemed
compatible vith determined purposes and goals” added before the list of

included activities.



Fourth, and most important, paragraph (d) (2) of that same section should
be eliminated. ATV and off road vehicle use is already guaranteed in two
sections of the bill (41.23.18 (3) and section 41.2320 (d) (1). This section
ties the hands of every agency and may preclude management of the area to
“perpetuate and enhance public enjoyment of fish and wildlife” and “protect
and maintain migratory waterfowl nesting area... [and wildlife]
habitats....so that traditional public use of fish and wildlife populations may
continue” as directed in section 1of the bill.

Lastly, this bill needs to contain language specifically directing the
commissioners of the various agencies having law enforcement powers
within the MUA to enforce the existing laws. 1hope that some funds would
be available to allow increased law enforcement and patrol. |was personally
endangered by unsafe target shooting as recently as earlier this week, while

checking my trapline.

| appreciate your time and efforts at promoting the best possible bill to deal
with these problems. This is a beautiful area, rich in wildlife and flora,
which many of us have been quietly enjoying from our windows as well as
In more energetic pursuits. While | enjoyed the sight of a dozen extra swans
suddenly moving over to “our” side’s swamp habitat last summer, | was
saddened to realize that they had been driven out of the Jim Creek area
during their nesting time.

Loren J Karro

26239 E Buckshot Ln
Palmer, AK 99645
907-745-3712
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"For HB 307 Hearing - Please distribute to Resources Committee Members.

Representative Jay Ramras.

We sincerely and emphatically urge you to reject HB 307 and the redrafted
version CS HB307A .

As residents of the Eklutna/Thunderbird Falls area, we makr frequent
recreational and -'ther personal trips to the Knik River Public Use Area. Itis
beautiful area, truly representative of the Alaskan experience, but it is an area
that constantly requires and demands str |g and controlled management, law
enforcement and development regulations, and an area that must be preserved
In the best interes.s of all residents, not o ily those who represent the negative or
self-serving aspects of special recreational groups, interests and agendas.

Unfortunately, os a resident of the surrounding area for 30 years, | am appalled
by the lawlessness and disrespect for property and common areas demonstrated
by many of the special interest users of the Knik River Public Use Area. Simply
stated, it can often be "outright scary” to visit the area during certain hours of the
day, as well as certain days of the week. These fears, real or imagined,
combined with the oufright disrespect for nature and th9 surrounding

environment is despicable.

Please reverse the increasing negative reputation of the Knik River Public Use
Area, by rejecting HB 307 and the redrafted version CS HB307A, and

pursuing only positive and alternative goals and objectives for "all" users.

Please do not make any decisions that will be regretted in the future.
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UOLF SONG OF ALASKA FAX NO. : 1 907 608 9653 Mar. 29 2006 09 :15PM P2

Rcpré€sentatlve.JayJftamras<83€gis.statf.flk.ui>3/28/06 8:26 PM -0900, "For HB 307 Heart

Tom and Maria .ilasz
27831 Raven Lnurt
Chugia5 AK 99S67



March 28, 2006

TO: House R'sources Committee members
FROM: Frankie Barker. Chickaloon. Alaska
KE: HB 307." An Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area"

I am in support of efforts to increase the ability of the public to enjoy the
Knik River area since the recreational, scenic and wildlife qualities of this
area are exceptional. However. 1 dont believe that HB 307. as written
will improve the public's recreational opportunities or protect the land
and water because it will codify the existing uses, some of which have
badly damaged the area and have caused serious public safely hazards.

The greatest needs in the Knik River area are foi enforcement of existing
wildlhe protection and public safety regulatf ns and a thorough planning
process to balance recreational uses with tin environmental conditions.

HB 307. by creating a Public Use Area, preempts any planning process
and establishes uses without any study of the area. It is overly biased
towards motorized recreation and does noi recognize or suggest
enhancements for the special areas that are most suitable for non-
motorized activity and wildlife migration, habitat and breeding areas.
This bill, as wrifen wall restrict future managers from identifying
appropriate land uses and protecting areas Lhat are not compatible with

the current uses

If HB 307 does go forward from your committee, | hope you will at least
amend the language to be more inclusive of all users and to provide
better options for future management and enforcement of the area. Why
not allow an option for state paik management through designation as a
State Recreation Area, since state parks has the most experience with
multiuse recreational areas?

The Knik River area has the potential to be a world-class recreational
destination for all kinds of users, but unless state resources are

dedicated soon for planning and enforcement, the opportunity will be
lost. The State of Alaska is the dominant landowner in the area and has
neglected Its duty to protect the resources and provide for safe public

enjoyment

1hope you will act in this legislative session to amend HB307 or create
alternative legislation that will correct this situation

Frankie Barker. P.O. Box 1212. Chickaloon. Alaska 99674. fbarker@ ak.net

3fl09f/z061 If :£0 900Z/8Z/EO
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Please enter into the record my testimony t' the Resource* Committee on House Bill 307,
March 28, 2006.

I am opposed to HB 307 the way it is written

1 was not happy that on ' larch 27,2006 that your committee had no time to listen to the
testimony ofthe local residents, but you had tirnato listen to tH President ofthe Alaska Outdoor
Access Alliance which in my understanding Representative Stoitze is a board membu. uf The
AOAA guy does not even live in tin ar-,a and all he wants is a place for uim and his macho
buddies to have a place to play | am a resident of the surrounding area

A misrepresentation is being given that this is a complete rural area, which it is not Much ofit is
bordered by private residents and this activity spills over into the private property and affects tl
residence immensely In order to access this area they arc crossing private property. When told
that they are on private property they either threaten to shoot the property owner or tell them to

move if they don’t like it.

This Bill and the revision the way it is written provides only runimal enforcement Without
enough enforcement any words about protecting wildlife and people is nothing but lip service.
When we call the troopers about burning cars, irresponsible shooting or other things we are told
that they don’t have a vehicle to get in there Nothing is really being done to address the lllegal
hunting, poaching and people on their ATVS or Trucks riiiiug up and down the creeks and
streams and lakes Nesting and migrating swans have been and arc being driven off thru
nesting area When the salmon arc spawning ATV riders arc trying to run them over to see how
* lany they can get Bodenburg Creek is a salmon protected creek and signs have been put up to
show where the designated crossings are and they are destroyed and taken away in less than a
week The bank is so eroded that the water now reaches the Old Glen Highway The no shooting
signs the state put up along the side of the Old Glen and posters presenting safe shooting have
been painted over and shot full of holes Ifthere is no problem as these people claim, why is the
National Guard hauling out over a hundred trashed cars every year and why is tons of trash being
taken out by clean up groups? Excessive shooting is lead poisoning the land and water.

Reckless shooting is endangering residents and visitors How long before an innocent bystander

is shot and killed?

As this is a populai, easy to access location, the increased use has and is seriously overloading
the area The damage being done with the willy-nilly use will take Mother Nature centuries to
repair. Mr Arno .stated there is no problem with the salmon runs, but by the time the problem
can be seer, it will be too late. With what is going on and the habitat being destroyed, there will
probably be no hunting or fishing within 20 years It’s tot in Rep Stoltze’s backyard as he is
from the Municipality of Anchorage wbere all this has teen banned because of the mayhem and
destruction that was taking place there. All we arc is a playground for the Anchorage area.
People from Anchorage often boast that they can go out to the lInik River area rnu they can do
anything and everything they want as there are no rules or regulations or law enforcement.
Thank you for reading my testimony

Agnes R. Quaas

(South Knik River Resident)
21550E Arnold Cir
Palmer, Alaska 99645
746-6414
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Please enter imo the record ay testimony to the Resource* Committee on House Bill 307, March 28,
2006

I am opposed to HB 307 the way it is written

I was greatly disappointed on March 27, 2006 that ycur committee had no time to listen to the testimony
ofany of ;hc local residents 1did howcvei have the opportunity to listen to the hearing where you
allowed he Alaska Access Alliance President to testify as he was in Juneau.

While there is lim»tc private land within the proposed public use area, there is a lot of private land boarding
the ar.-a, mostly in t!. Borcicnburgh Butte area and along tht Knik River Road At a rough estimate, |
would .ay that 18 miles of resiu »nts bord *rthis area Where private land is between roads and public
lands, trespassing is rampant These easy to reach access points Swhere mosi ofthe activities such as
camping, ATV riding, partying and shootn.g take place at all hours of the day or night Unfortunately
these activit'es do not remain on the public lands, but carry over back onto the private lands. TIl.c sounds
of shooting can be heard and it carries for several miies not to say anything of the bullets. Tax paying
residents are woken out bed often in the wee hours by the sounds of shooting, at times by automat.c
weapons Residents who have lived there for 20, 30, 40 years and longer can not get a good nights sleep
and when they ask the shooters to please keep it quite are told “If you don't like it. move". ATV riders do
not remain off the public roads, often with little respect for residents or highway vehicles Trespassers on
private land will challenge the property owner to prove they own the land with “show me your deed”.

The outdoor people while they say they arc willing to compromise, they have not made any compromises
or have they made any serious efforts to create any rules to limit their activities Some simple gestures
such as quiet hours, limiting shooting nea.-residential areas, not riding ATV's on roans or private lands

would be a start

The residents simply want this curse to simply go away and their simple solution is to close the area
down Some local resident* also feel that this area is in their back yard and that they should have access
to it with no compromises, the heck with their neighbors Residents should also be entitled to the safety,
peace and quite that they enjoyed just a few years in the past, as any resident living anywhere in Alaska is

entitled to enjv.y.

In it’s present form, HB 307 sacrifices the rights of the local residents to favor the out door activities The
rewrite only moved the wording around and in no way changed any meaning One the first and without a
doubt most important items that must be addressed is serious enforcement Unfortunately, the promoters
of this bill arc also intimately involved with the Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance and | do not feel that
they are really listening to the entire story Please listen to the residents who u'e finding themselves

crying in the dark while their neighborhood is being over run by jerk ?

(South Knik River Resident)
21550 E. Arnold Cir
Palmer, Alaska 99645
746-64)4
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From: Ron Johnson [johnsonr@mtaonline.net]

Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2006 9:44 AM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras
Subject: Support HB 307

Rep. Ramaras

I strongly support the passage of HB307 assuring the continued use 0.'O'lVs in the Kink River drainage. This
is a traditional use ORV area which ;ny family and | have enjoyed foi many \ ears and hope to continue to use

for years to come.

Ron Johnson

Butte

P.O. Box 249
Palmer, AK 996”5

907-746-5217
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March 27, 2006

Senator Huggins and Representative Stoltz

I am opposed to FB307/SB197. | live in the Knik River are? and the bill does no: do
anything to address the issues we deal with on a dn;ly basis. During the summer months,
I hear gunshots at all hours of the night. Some nights | do not fall asleep until ? AM, and
they are still shooting. They shoot across the river toward the residential side, on rhe

south of the river.

There are no restroom facilities and this presents a huge problem. T'asb and dcbri*arc
loft eveiywhere, cans and broken bottles used for target practice, McDonalds sacks and
other food containers, not to mention the bumec ~axs. Many of the users of this beautiful
area show no respect tor the area or the residents ATVer's make trails anywhtre and
everywhere, through Salmon streams and vegetation areas that should be protected,

rhe bill does not give us adequate enforcement in thrs area.

lwant the area designated - Statr Recreation Aiea. That iir the only way we can have the
maintenance and control needed, as well as, restroom facilities, trash containers and die
protection of Salmon and wetland areas and other wihhife, such as, migrating swans. It
would allow for responsible motorized recreation users, wiih designated nails and
designated places for firearms use, with enforcement of the No Shooting areas.

Grandfathering of the current trails will not work.

This is a beautiful state and this is one of ihc most beautiful areas in the state, please
don't trash it any further.

Respectfully,
VirginiaBlaine

18590 E Knik River Rd
Palmer, Alaska 99645
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My name is Carrie Gray Wolfe and Iam a south Knik River resident

loppose HB307 and the redraft, CS HB307A. Icannot fully address my opposition In 3-
minutes; therefore Iwill concentrate on the biases, inadequate restrictions, and the
inability to protect our fish and wildlife as the legislation is currently written.

The legislation is heavily biased towards off-road vehicle use. This bias is at the expense
of most other user groups. For example. Page 1, Lines 13-14, states: to ‘Provide an area
forthe a blic to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses including maintenance and
enhancer, ent of off-road vehicle opportunities.* And Page 3, Lines 11-16, is dedicated
solely to ti* protection and rights of off road users. Where Is the language that specifically
indudes the "recognition* of existing areas of non-motorired users, the 'accommodations™
of areas for non-motorized use, and the “maintenance and enhancement* of non-
motrxized trails and waterways? Page 2, Lines 7-11, state that “the commissioner may
designate incompatible uses* but Page 3, Lines 5-10, state, "The commissioner shall allow
the...area to be used for activities that indude alLterrain vehicles, etc...* As written, there
are no ‘incompatible uses * What ifone or more of the stated activities is determined
harmful to the perpetuation and enhancement of general public recreation, the public
enjoyment of fish and wildlife, <7the protection and maintenance of wildlife habitat? (Page

1, Lines 4-12)

Page 2, Line 29, and Page 3, Lines 2-4, fails to adequately address target shooting. It
states, “The commissioner may not restrict the use of weapons... exceot in locations...that
the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public safety * Where is it not a threat?
Weapons are being fired into hillsides and across waterways with homes, residents. a*J
recreational users on the opposite side*. Reckless shooting is destroying wildlife and
vegetation. The fish and birds may be at greater risk to lead poisoning from excessive,
non-hunting shooting practices Local residents have to listen to weapons being
discharged up to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We have no relief from the noise
pollution. Many residents arid outdoor enthusiasts avoid using the area in fear for their

safety.

I ask you to reject this legislation. There are alternative solutions such as writing a new,
non-biased bill or creating a Knik Rh/er Va'ley State Recreation Area. (A State Recreation
Area (SRA) under AS 41.21 will accommodate all user groups, support effective law
enforcement, provide for a public planning process, and abide by the Susitna Area Plan.
Two groups inthe Matanuska-Susitna Valley already exist to help assist with the
development of a SRA. This includes a state park Citizen's Advisory Board comprised of
multi-users and The Friends of S'.ates Parks that provides supplementaf pah funding.

HCO02 Box 7606-J

Palmer. Alaska 99645
Telephone: (907) 746-8LQ6
Email: graywolfe@gci.net

Unite.

1
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My name Is Scott Wolfe and lam a south Knik River restdert

Iwish to thank the legislatures and tne public for their significant efforts for attempting to
develop legislation for addressing concerns and conflicts that have developed because of
repeated, irresponsible use of the Knik River area by recreational users. However, HB307
and the redraft, CS HB30/A sounds as if itwere wntten to perpetuate and enhance the

problems instead of develop solutions.

For over 20 veers, residents have expressed concerns to government personnel and
enforcement officials about the following problems caused by overuse and abuse
1. Burned and abandoned vehicles

2. Uncontrolled gunfire

3. Uncontrolled motorized use  #

4. Erosion, dust, and damage bauked by ORVs

5. Pollution (Ground, air, water, noise)

6 Abandoned campfires

7. Poaching

8. Wildlife and fish harassment and disturbance

9. Trespassing

10. Alcohol and drug use  L\i?

11. Incompatible uses (e.g.; airboats on Jim'~*reek adjacent to Jim Lake while canoes

ire present, lead shot in waterways)

So. obviously to everyone involved, something needs tc be done to curtail the destructive
actvities that have existed for far. far too long. Nevertheless, this legislation does not
provide mechanisms for perpetuating and enhancing hptya&fbflzecfuse. Afterthe 2
public hearings, it should be very clear that much opposition still exists over what is our
‘besf alternative for managing the incredible wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities

in this area. All testimonies are available on public record

Due to time constraints, Iwill not reiterate a step-by-step walk through the shortcomings of
iho proosed legislation but strongly recommend for the legislators to review everyone’s
recommendations, make a much better attempt at improving the legislation, and allow a
more extmsive puNIc review procesr before approving any legislation for this critical area.

The Knik River area *nd its residents deservo much, much betier than a Public Use Area
I've heard AtfISSw”sayf-hey, this is Alaska, where we can do whatever we want when we
want* - “If you don't iike it. just movel” This bgislation paves the way for this illogical
thinking. Because ro legislation has been previously developed specifically for the area,
this is now the opportunity to pave the way for wise- and sustainable- use. instead of the
"take what you can, give nothing back’ attitude so prevalent with many current users and

in HB307.

Yes, the State rjjust act on this ever-growing problem. However. HB307 and the redraft
are not the answer.
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Hello, My name is Dick Courts, | am a 42 year resident of the Knik River Valley

| am speaking today for myself, as a prese.’,;” Board Member of the Butte
Community Council, as the Secretary of the Butte Community Council Trails
Committee, and as a representative of the thousands of people who signed
jur petition, |am in favor of creating a Knik River Public Jse Ares as described
in House Bill 307 and Senate Bill 197. The land described in the bills »s presently
open to off-road motorized transportation as well as other multiple uses as
described in the State of Alaska statutes under “generally allowed uses" 11AAC

96 020.

| have been using this area for off-road motorized travel to the Knik Glacier area
tor recreation, hunting, mineral exploration, mining and trapping for 42 years,
This area has been used relatively unrestricted for motorized access for over 50
years without any significant damage to the environment or habitat.

Proof of this in the hunting, fishing, and waterfowl regulations currently in place
and by statements of the Alaska Fish and game department that show healthy
populations of moose, sheep, bears and other animals A chart from the Fish
and game shows that the salmon populations for the Knik River area are at an all
time high, and after 50 or more years of unrestricted crossings of salmon streams
in our area, there is no significant damage to the salmon habitat and no resulting
drop in salmon populations due to the stream crossings.

We think that a designated area for Off Road vehicle use is entirely appropriate
located here close to the most populated area of Alaska We need a designated
Off-Road Vehicle, Public Use Area here in dose proximity to Anchorage and the
Matanuska valley for the thousands of hunters, all-terrain vehicles enthusiasts
and others with valid reasons for motorized travel in the Knik River Valley, such
as miners for access to their mining daims and private property owners for their
access to their property. There are several parcels of private property in the Off-
Road areas of the Knik River valley and several mining daims located near the

Knik Glacier

We wish to retain our traditional methods of transportation and our
traditional lifestyles here in the Knik River valley!

The State of Alaska Statutes define “traditional uses and traditional methods
of trar cportation. Sec 38.04.200 (2) traditional means of access means those

types of transportation for which a popular pattern of use has developed

There are several non-motorized National Parks here in Alaska constituting
millions of acres There are also millions of acres of designated “wilderness"
areas, and additional millions of acres of State Parks, Wildlife Refuges and
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various other land areas already set aside for people who desire a "Quiet
wilderness experience"

Located right here between Anchorage and the Knik River Valley is the Chugach
State Park, V¥ million acre's (one of the largest state parks in the United States)
with several access points from the Old glen Highway and the Seward highway
The eastern part of the Chugach State park is a designated "wilderness" area

The proposed Knik River Public Use Area is relatively email in comparison to
the huge areas already set aside to satisfy the requirements of norvmotorized
users. The area presently used for Off-Road recreation is approximately 1 mile
wide hy18 miles long in the main valley of the Knik River The sand and gravel
bar area along the north edge of the Knik River is the main corridor used by
motorized vehicles, along with some trails in the foothills and highlands along the

mountains,
Regulation that apply to these lands

There are approx. 20 “agency’s" that have plans and / or regulations that jpply to
all or part of the Borough, State, and federal lands m the vicinity of the proposed

Knik River Public Use A»ea

Wetlands are adequately protected by provisions in this bill that state With the
assistance of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, the commissioner shall
identify wetland areas within the Knik River Public Use Area and provide for the
Drotection of the wetland areas in the management plan.

Support for a public use area

There is a lot of support for this bill by local residents Two petitions with over
3,000 names has been collected over the past 2 years. 5 resolutions by the
Butte Community Council over the last 13 years support the house and Senate
Bills and support keeping traditional trails open in our valley.

The Mat-Su Trails Council has voted to support the Knik River Public Use Area
as amended and has also voted to retain the existing trails provision that is
included in the draft of House Bill 307.

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly has voted to support state
designation of land in the Knik River Watershed as a Public Use Area.
Matanuska-Susitna Borough Resolution Serial Ho. 05-068 (AM)

frails in the area. There are Mat-Su Borough easements, Federal section 17b
easements, a certified State of Alaska (DNR) RS 2477 Right-of-Way corridor,
many other ¢ ails constnicted under the DNR "generally allowed uses" with a
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long history of public use that constitute a basic infrastructure for a public use
area.

The main trail corridor in the Knik River valley is the RS2477 trail that has been
certified by the state of Alaska 'DNR) as a public trail. This traii corndor extends
from near the Old Glen Highway to the Knik Glacier area and 4 miles up Metal

Creek canyon

There is an easement from the BLM through the native land grant that coincides
with the RS 2477 trail corridor. This easement from the BLM allows access to
public lands beyond the native lands

Easements by the Mat-Su Borough designate public access corridors in the Jim
Creek trailnead area.
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Monday 3/27/0#

As ( Butte area resident and user o f the Knik River, Swan/Jim/Mud Lake area for mqre than 30 years
I think we need to work for the best possible bill to address problems, and to allow a(" USEIS to
continue to use this area in the years to come. HB307/SB197 as originally written does rot do this.
Proposed changes to HB307 introduced 3/15/C6 have some improvements - calling for a management
plan that includes provisions for enforcement & is established after public hearings; managing
shooting on the basis of safety; and introducing important enforcement authority. But further changes

are needed.

Purposes Section, (41.23,180) Page 1
The wording needs to include non-motorized use and compatibility with purposes.

Line 14 should be changed to read “Provide for the public to enjoy the fUli spectrum of public uses
including off-road and non-motorized rrcrcation determined to be compatible with (1) and (2) of

this section™

Management section, (41.23.190) Page 2
I would like to sec this expanded to include workshops and/or establishing a citizen's advisory board

to address residents concerns about quality of life & safety

Incompatible Uses section (41.23.300) Page 2& 3,

This is a big problem area. It is still contradictory and it is ineffective as written
Page 2 iines21&22 states "except as provided in this section, the commissioner may prohibit or

restrict uses..."
Page 3 of this section, Lines 5 -16 (d) (1) & (2) list a variety of uses and recognition of all existing

offroad trails. The result of this wording would seem to be that the commissioner cannot regulate
any use or any existing trail even if it is detrimental to the purposes.

Page 3 Line 6, needs to be reworded to read: allow the Knik River Public Use Area to be used for
activities, as compatible with purposes in AS 41,23.18b. It is not r.ecessary to try to list every
activity. All of the uses and trails do need to be compatible with the purposes section to have an

effective bill, and this needs to be clearly itateu in the bill

Pagc3 Lines 11-16 try to circi* nvent good public process trail planning and should be deleted.

Pace 3 & 4 Enforcement authority 41.23.21Q & 41,23.220 Jr.for{<u\c< oF uxm'i k¢ owrcjC

The majority of Urs agree enforcement is badly needed. It is important that die wording is sucb to

ensure timely and adequate enforcement of existing laws  Ccncci woriirv* is \o f
Cn&rcerwivP cF /<*vJ

Thank you for proposing some changes to this bill as written and for allowing testimony tbuay. 1have
beard that special recreation areas allow for more enforcement power than public u*c areas. But |
hope, further changes will allow for good enforcement, and thia bill can be a good compromise,
rather than starting all over. However, if these further changes cannot be made, th™ bill should not be

passed.

Charlotte Sartor
5909 S Our Rd
Palmer, AK 99645
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Good Day!

I am Robert Howard, Alas!.an resident since 1961 - past member of the MSB Trails
Committee, Mat Su Trails Council, and Knik River Watershed Group.

/. mong many activities, my family uses the Knik R. area for motorized recreation We
have recognized the need and advocated two decades for stewardship

Our primary concern is that HB 307 fails to recognize forgone, costly, public processes
aimed ax solutions for the area - all of which go well beyond a Public Use Area,

lhe Susitna Plan mandates a State Recreation Area for the Jim/Swan Wetlands.
Among the many documents available to you is this January’s draft of the MSB Butte
Asset Management Plan, which states “ The Butte has several areas that warrant
consideration as regional parks including the Knik R. Jim Cr. Area os well as the Mud
and Jim Lk. Area currently owned by the State and should be managed by DNR to I*

consistent with the above”.
HB307 limits management options aid specifically excludes that possibility.

The bill mentions ‘enhancing off- road opportunities’ twice. Knowledge of the area and
aerial phouis reveal thorough saturation of motor trails. (Please refer to my graphic and

photos provided).

ORYV use is devastating the dunes channeling the outlet of Jim Cr. and potential course
the river. Ruts ~re 9 feet deep with full growth cottonwoods tumbling into them.

ORYV trails extend into wetland areas holding thousands o f waterfowl spring and fall.

ATV’s have extended far beyond and claim as ‘traditional’ logging trails past Jim Lk.
churning up springs open all year around, turning out onto wetlands, and imperiling
aradromous streams - some of which | have personally made DNR aware.

HB307 attempts to ‘recognize’ trails that are not viable

Wetlands arc assaulted from all sides in an area already utilizing National Guard
cleanups.

6 fuel barrels I reported along with a now removed illegal camp and helped DNR post,
remain in the wethjids 1 ‘Ayrs. later.

The enforcement proposal in HB307 is too cumbersome compared to solutions available
under AS41.21 A State Recreation Area is a better choice.
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Gov. Murkowslri was recently in the news advocating improving Alaska’s image.. Truly
ajewel accessible to over 300K people, home to prolific wildlife, deserving of all
options, KniK River Watershed is a fine place to start

Please do not disregard the legitimate processes preceding HB3G7!
Toss out (he petition signatures from the Huggins/Stoltze soldiers - they were obsetv™d

fraudulently using KRWG'’s cover letter at the State Fair - and give special attention <o
the residents concerns.

Thank You!
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Testimony for HB 307
March 27, 2006

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. Also thank you for the work
that has already been done amending this legislation.

| still feel that the best management tool for the Knik River Area is

creating a Special Recreation Area which was recommended in the 1985
Susitna Area Plan. Division of Parks manages SRAs and already has the
organizational structure to provide enforcement, inte “retive signs and

facilities such as outhouses, pavilions and the like.

However today we are addressing HB 307 creating the Knik River Public Use
Area. | have commented on this legislation in the past, am pleased to see
the changes that have been made thus far and would like to provide

additional comments.

Please ensure adequate funding is attached to this bill so that more than
one enforcement personnel can provide round the clock presence during peak
periods of activity. (In 1995 | was involved in a project that repaired the
portage between Jim Lake and Jim Creek. The T'oopers at that time were
conducting evening patrols. We would see them about 11:00 pm as we were
wrapping up our work. Chortly/dfter they cruised through, people would
start showing up. Sometimes the next morning there would be litter, broken
glass, empty shotgun shells and fire pits full of nails.) In addition | have
found 3 campfires left smoldering and or burning.

Safety of the residents of the area and lawful users of the area cannot be
overemphasized.

Funding also needs to be able to address human and solid w,ste management
by establishing and maintaining outhouses and garbage cans/dumpsters.

fe» S5pEyfi'lUUj lo iku
*Or page 1lline 14 - please add "and non motorized recreation, compatible

-vith section (1) and (2) of this section" to the ena nf this line.

*Cn pagt 2 line 7 - include workshops with the public hearings.

. 26
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Also recommend 1'hat a citizen’s advisory board be established with a
balanced representation. This would help ensure that quality of life and
safety issues for the local residents would be addressed.

*page 3 line 6 please insert ‘compatible with purposes’ after activities.

*page 3 lines 11-16 This section should be deleted. ORV use has already
been established and the points addressed in this section can be resolved in

the public hearing/workshop process,

Please consider these comments and adequately fund this legislation so that
the Knik River Area can be lawfully managed for the benefii and safety of
local residents, diverse user rroups and the rich natural resources found in

this valley.

Thank you for your time and effort on this legislation

Nancy Moore
PO Box 399
Palmer. Alaska 99645

907-745-1540
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'gr.'d- Li”*

Mr Chairman and members of the Alaska State House Resources Committee

| am Brit Lively, long-time Butte resident | support responsible multiple use. |

"Iin+lc. 2 . £ Ai'iC I s
Beeewee J"ine of you can imagine life in Butte unless you spend a weekend with us to
see the beauty and the beast, We have done the next best thing and taken a packet of
documentation including 2 videos showing the sunny side and the dark side of Butte to yc *
moct-of Juneauoffices. Before deciding the fate of this community, please, assfire us vy
that you spenta couple of hours studying the material and the faxed testimony from

those who could not come today..

&

You are the governing stewards of our lands and our waters which we are so richly j
blessed with In the Knik River Valley. We understand that you are under much pressure
to do right by everyone and fortunately you have statutes and “mission statement to
gtide you, to: "Develop, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and

future Alaskans.”

With this in mind | emphasized the major deficiencies of HB 307 re-write with suggested
changes in my faxed material. The major change is based on DNR’s mission whe a the
"Purpose of HB307" should have the paragraphs reversed. If you put recreation ahead
of protection of habitat and wildlife along with the limited enforcement in this legislation,
you may well end up with a gravel pit and a dust bowl extending beyond the boundaries
of this proposed Public Use Area. You may not realize that anywhere from 1,000 to
3,000 people are using this area on most weekends.

Page 1, lino 7-12: cpgpgot o t

Perpetuate, mitigate, protoot and nmaintain migratory waterfoM nesting areas
g\)ndfishancwldl nﬁrtatforsustalnlngandgrm?nyng E

trazlltlonal ngllC use of fISh and wildlife populations and
C enjoyment and recregtion
rhtI

But I primarily advocate for a Knik River Valley State Recreation Area under AS 41.21 to
provide strong and immediate law enforcement, a management plan with multi-user
advisory, infrastructure including sanitary facilities, allowing users to share the cost for
their services and giving Butte residents economic opportunities based on our high-value

recreational area.

Our small community should not have to suffer the entire burden of every conceivable
kind of motorized recreation for south-central Alaska, where we alrecdy endure the race

track noise m(}jsevery day of every weekend and mi ek events all summer long <!vt?
wh4ed4heown /AJare-rtftt* n g tajniUgatejnsjoiee. add to that all the detrimental JlACO

topiJeA aettvrtiesTdescribed by others during this nearing, it is just too much.

n Please, help out community discard the prevalent perception of, "who cares. It's
the Butte," and provide a strong framcvrwrt of * legislative designation which will
give us the respect we deserve and the wings we need to soar to new heights, m *

mwn(b-U,tf th (S r ,
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Mal-Sh State Parks Citizens Advisory Board

[1C 32 Box 6706. Wasilla, Alaska 99654
(907) 745-3975 Fax (907) 745-09"8

Hcsolulion fh 06-01

A KIISOILUTION SUPPORTING CIIANGIiS TO IIOUSLv UIll.1.307 ami SFNATF
M Il.I. 107
«'Ail aci creating the Knik River Public Use Area"

YVIII-RFAS, residents and users have concerns about safety, vandalism, game and
nongamc violations, pollution and lack of sanitation, user conflicts, littering, impacts on
fish and wildlife resow CCSand resident's quality of life; and

W IIM IlIAS . wildlife values in the Knik River Basin arc well recognized in the "Knik
Aim Wotlftiuls Sludy-1981"; the "South Central Recreation Action Plan—1985"; tnul the
"Resource Assessment of the Knik Glacier Area-1991"";

WfIHKHAS, the House bill 107 and Senate Bill 197 can be easily improved, ami existing
Public IIsc Area statutes are good models to resolve many o f the weaknesses in this

legislation as noted holow.

41.21.1SO Pm nose;
We need an inclusive plan lloit will unite user groups; Amend items (1), (3),

and (4)
(p;\ I linerv-S) to “provitlct nuhhr use (ucu lor offroad motorized veilirtv and

* (pg | lines 12-14) to ; "I'ci/iclinitc <mJ enhance public cniovuicrt offish and
wilillile and (heir habitat including fishing, hurting, trapping, viewing and

rk'fioywd'y.l.

* (p<* I line 1S, pg 2 line 1) to- "bcrncturto anti enhance motorized and non-
tnolnnzt'sl WJrtrtjJ public rri rrutiou in a nualilv environment".

J—H9 0 pimpageruoul;

« We need an established public planning effort:
Atld; "TJ%.filU 19Pi'>i_tigjiLLll develop and adopt a management plan and
humilatmiiis unpjjiineniiw* jhq nlan. The commissioner shall give public notice, hold

pnbhc OKYimg.NiUKI receive public comments on die draft plan and regulations.

Monill Mivjilk ts

ivt.iiy Aivl-emiii, ( JMir Ralph HaUhviu William Piupci'aM
Roy Nvjilil l.inmM Cmxby Charles heel
William Noyce Slieli.s Jorgensen I Nelson Stegall, Jr.

(jlenn tiooitiiMii, Viee-Clmir John Slaiseiihuigh, Viee-Chair Howard Carbone
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Mut-Su Stale I'nilsS I'iti/ens Adviynry Hoard

e flent c (pg 2Hues 15-16) We need designated oii-thc-grouud enforcement.
Conilitcting with L>J*OR for enforceineni personnel (such as Hatcher's Pass PUA)

should not lkloccluded (is a timely, cost-efficient option
Kepi tee Item e with; "Tin' commissioner ‘iliallenforce exisfinv regulations <ml

provisiniis o fthe Knik River ftihlic Use Aran Plan and may contract with
pj Porks <Ql(1 Outi/oor liccrentmn. Alaska Stare Trappers, or other
oynicies for enforcement purpose”.”

41.23.200 Incomnatililo Uses:

» Item d (pg 2 line 31 ~pg 3 line 4) To maintain and enhance resource health,
amend to: "The coninii.witmcr s/uill allow access In the Knik Kivcr Pnlilic Use
Aint.In" tnoloii.'(*ddi(ii non-inotorizi'il means o f transportation toprivate loinl.
interest* in private Innil. and lor Jawful sport and subsistence huntinn, /isliinn.
li iij>i=inyniJIU tyOXilLiMtf! purposes in a manner that is compatible with
Iuilyvr.ttveT

» Delete Hem e (pg 2 lines 5-8). A pIannlng effort must involve evaluation of
trails for resource am) resident impacts; improvement, reroute or closure as

appropriate.

« Amend Item I(pg 3 lines 9-12) Managers need flexibility <o manage shooting:
mThe commissioner may restrict the use ofv'apons, including lireaims, when the
commissionci determines that the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public

Itn.mI sujtpoiU the above eight amendments to Hi) 307/81) 197 "An Act Creating the
Knik River Public Ilsc Area” to promote comprehensive a"d inclusive planning,
enforcement, public safety, and protection of wildlife resources.

ADOPTIIil.) liy rite Mal-Su Stato Paiks Citizens Advisory Roard tins 10th day of Jauuaty,
201)6.

Mat-Su State Parks Citizens Advisory Hoard
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