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H o u s e  B ill 306

C o n v e y  H a tc h e r  P ass  to  M a t-S u  B o ro u g h
"A n  act m aking certain land available fo r  selection by the M atanuska-Susitna Borough ."

T he M a tan u sk a -S u s itn a  B orough  h a s  b een  w o rk in g  w ith  the  D e p a rtm e n t 
o f N a tu ra l R esou rces to  co n v ey  lan d  o w n e rsh ip  o f  B orough  a n d  S ta te  la n d s . O ne 
p a r tic u la r  p iece  o f la n d  is lo ca ted  w ith in  th e  H a tc h e r  Pass P ub lic  U se A rea . This 
parce l is on  th e  so u th e rn  b o u n d a ry  o f the p u b lic  u se  area , an d  is a c tu a lly  o u ts id e  
o f the  real n a tu ra l e n tra n c e  to th e  area . In  o rd e r  to  convey  th is  lan d , its pub lic  
u se  d e s ig n a tio n  m u s t f irs t b e  rem o v e d .

T he p ro v is io n s  o f HB 306 w ill m ak e  th e  ac reag e  o n  the  so u th e rn  b o rd e r  of 
th e  H atch e r Pass P ub lic  U se A rea av a ilab le  to  th e  M atan u sk a-S u sitn a  B orough .

•  T he M atan u sk a-S u sitn a  B orough  m a y  o n ly  select the ac reag e  d escribed  
in  th e  leg isla tion .

•  T he acreag e  o f la n d  m u s t h av e  been  se lec ted  o n  o r befo re  Ja n u a ry  1, 
2007, or it w ill rem a in  in th e  H a tch e r Pass Public  U se A rea  un less 
o th e rw ise  sp ec ified  by  law .

•  A n y  o f the lan d  se lec ted  shall rem a in  av a ilab le  for co n v ey an ce  u n til all 
ad m in is tra tiv e  n d  jud ic ia l ap p ea ls  h av e  b een  ex h au ste d .

I ask  for y o u r  co n sid e ra tio n  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f H C 306.
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AMENDMENT S  1 ® <-T* £

OFFERED IN TH E H OUSE 
TO: CSHB 306 (RES)

1 Page 2, line 7, following “(b)”:

2 Delete “T he”

3 Insert “Subject to authorization by a majority of the qualified voters in

4 the borough voting on the question at a general or special election, the”
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AM ENDM ENT * ~

OFFERED IN TH E HOUSE 
TO: CSHB 306 (RES) a hrfZJL 1 -  S'

1 Page 2, following line 22, following: H  ~  d

2 Insert a new subsection to read:

3 “(d) That portion of the land selected under (b) o f this section that lies

4 within 1,000 feet of the line o f ordinary high water o f  the Little Susitna

5 may not be developed or improved.”

Reletter the following subsection accordingly.
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Conceptual Amendment
To HB 306

In House Resources by Represen* 'tive Seaton

Page___  Line 4

Delete 1000 

Insert 600

Page____Lii c 5

Alter “improved 

Insert

except for trails and may not be transferred from public ownership.
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CS FOR HOUSE BIl L NO. 306( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

O ffered:
R eferred :

Sponsor(s): REPR ESEN TA TIV E  STO LTZE

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

'An Act making certain 'and available for selection by the M atanuska-Susitna 

>orough."

IE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law o f the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

) read:

FINDINGS OF FACT. The legislature finds that making tbs? lands specified in sec.

(b) o f this Act available to the M atanuska-Susitna Borough for selection and conveyance 

nder AS 29.65 is consistent with the testimony and position of the Department of Natural 

esources at the time the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area was created. Furthermore, the 

:lerfion is consistent and com patible with the Hatcher Pass M anagement Plan, as amended.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law o f the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

ad:

AVAILABILITY OF HATCHER PASS PUBLIC USE AREA LAND FOR 

ELECTION AND CONVEYANCE TO THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH, (a)

-1-
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CSHB 306( )



II

1

i :

1 :

u

n

it
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 24-LS0907XF

Notwithstanding the reservation o f  land, designation o f the reserved land as the H atcher Pass 

Public Use Area, and assignment o f control and management o f the land to the D epartm ent of 

Natural Resources made by AS 41.23.130, the land in sec. 2(b) o f this Act, intended to 

accommodate alpine, Nordic, and resort development, is available to the Matan- ska Susitna 

Borough for selection and conveyance under AS 29.65 or AS 38.05.810, and subject to 

AS 38.05.035 and 38.05.945.

(b) The M atanuska-Susitna Borough may select the following land within Township 

19 North, Range 1 East, Seward M eridian, that is part o f the H atcher Pass Public Use Area:

Section 26: W 1/2SW 1/4 west of the line o f ordinary high water o f  the Little 

Susitna River; and

Section 27: E1/2E1/2

Totaling 200 acres more or less.

(c) Land described in (b) o f this section that

(1) has not been selected by the M atanuska-Susitna Borough before January 1, 

2007, shall remain in the H atcher Pass Public Use Area;

(2) is selected by the M atanuska-Susitna Borough but not conveyed by the 

Department of Natural Resources shall remain available for conveyance to the Matanuska- 

Susitna Borough until all adm inistrative and judicial appeals regarding the failure to convey 

he selected land have been exhausted; and

(3) is not ultimately conveyed to the M atanuska-Susitna Borough following 

he exhaustion of all adm inistrative and judicial app: als shall remain in the Hatcher Pass 

'ublic Use Area unless otherwise specified by law.

(d) The com missioner o f natural resources shall promptly notify the revisor of statutes 

f the conveyance made by the Department of Natural Resources to the Matanuska-Susitna 

orough of land described in (b) of this section.

306( ) -2-
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: ______________________

2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: hb306-pnr-ml&w-04-17-06
() Publish Date: ______________________

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________________________ Dept. Affected; Natural Resources
Title Convey Hatcher Pass to Mat-Su Borough___________ RDU Resource Development_______
_________________________________________________________________ Component Title Acquisition and Defense
Sponsor Rep Stoltze______________________________________  ______________________________
Requester (H) RES__________________________________________ Component hlo. 2459
E xp end itu re s /R evenues______________________________________(Thousands o f Do lla rs )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below ______________________
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Servi ;s 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
M^cellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | I I I  \

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( )______ l____________ |_____________ |____________ |___________ |___________ [

FUND SOURCE_______________________  (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL

Estimate o f any current year (FY2006) cost: 0 0______
Mark this box (X) if funding fo r this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2007 budget proposal: I I
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-;ime
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)
This legislation allow s DNR to convey title to approximately 200  acres within the Hatcher P a ss  Public U se 
Area to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough under the Municipal land entitlements statute (AS 2 9 .65 ).

There is no anticipated significant fiscal impact associated with the implementation o f this p ro p o sed  
legislation. DNR will use existing municipal entitlement and land planning staff to p rocess the Borough's 
request for transfer o f the parcel.

Prepared by: Dick Mylius, Acting Director Phone 907-239-8625
Division Mining, Land & Water  Date/Time 4/17/2G06
Approved by: Michael L. Menge Date 4It 7/2006
Agency Natural Resources______________________________________________

(Revised 9/712005 OMB) Page 1 of 1
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April 18. 2006

TO: Representative Ralph Samuels. Co'"hair
FROM: Frankie Barker, Chickaloon, Alaska
RE: HB 306, C o n v e y a n c e  o f  H a t c h e r  P a s s  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  L a n d

to M a t S u  B o r o u g h

I am writing you regarding HB 306. which seeks approval from the 
Legislature to transfer 200 acres of the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area 
from the State of Alaska to the Mat-Su Borough(MSB). for the 
development of the ski area and surrounding commercial properties. I 
oppose this land transfer of the Public Use Area lands for a variety of 
reasons including the risks to water quality and potential impacts to the 
Little Susitna fishery and other recreational uses.

This 200 acres is located along the headwaters of the Little Su River and 
was specifically designated as a Public Use Area “to provide for public 
recreation activities; to protect and enhance the fishery, waterfowl, and 
wildlife resources and habitat and provide for the public use of the 
fishery and wildlife resources, Including fishing, grazing, hunting, and 
trapping; and, to protect the water quality and scenic resources within 
the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area. (AS 41.23.100).

Why does MSB need 200 more acres! MSB already holds sufficient land 
to make the development possible (3,000 acres) and should develop that 
property before acquiring more acres. The public has not yet had the 
opportunity to review a development proposal for the existing MSB 3,000 
acres and MSB has not specified publicly what they would do with the 
additional 200. It's another one of those secret negotiations (can’t tell 
anyone till it’s done) deals.

Although I am an avid skier and would like nothing more than for this 
recreational ski development to happen, it doesn’t need to happen at the 
expense of this valuable river corridor that is critical for water quality 
and healthy fisheries in the Susitna valley.

The 200 acres in question was appropriately set aside by the State as 
Public Use area in 1986. Its status should not change.
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April 17,2006

Dear Representative Samuels,

RE: comments regarding HB 306
CONVEY HATCHER PA'S PUBLIC USE AREA LAND TO MAT-SU BOROUGH

Alaska Statute 41.23.100 establishes the I latcher Pass Public Use Area for the 
following purposes:

• To provide for public recreation activities;
• To protect and enhance the fishery, waterfowl, and wildlife resources and 

habitat and provide for the public use of the fishery and wildlife resources, 
including fishing, grazing, hunting, and trapping;

• And, to protect the water quality and soenic resources within the Hatcher 
Pass Public Use Area

I oppose HB 306. To convey 200 acres of land within the Hatcher Pass Public 
Use Area (HP PUA) to the Mat-Su Borough for the pun>osa i  creating a 
subdivision or future commercial development to augment the ski area violates 
the establishment of the public use area.

• The Mat-Su Borough (MSB) already holds title to 3,000 acres of land 
within the 11,000 acre ski lease area for the ski area development

• The MSB has not stated clearly why they want the 200 acre withdrawal 
from the HP PUA -  MSB and jL Properties have been “flip flopping’ on 
the need and intent for the 200 acres this past year

• The MSB Parks, Rec & Trails Board end the Mat-Su State Parks Citizen 
Advisory Board both passed resolutions against the withdrawal of any HP 
PUA land

• If the land is transferred public access will be denied as it will be privately 
owned

• The Hatcher Pass Public Use Area was created for the public and by the 
public and should stay in public hands

• The MSB previously attempted to remove approx. 1,000 acres from the 
public use area, however, only received 160 acres -  part of the acreage 
provides an easement through the HP PUA to access the 3,000 acres so 
access is secured, therefore, the 200 acres is not needed to provide 
access

• Any large scale development on the Little Su has the ability to negatively 
impact the fishery and water quality

• The Little Su River is a valuable and economic public resource that 
supports a primary fishery and public recreation

Enough is enough, do not allow any more land within the Hatcher Pass Public 
Use Area to be removed and given away to any entity It belongs to the public.
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i 4  Cascadia Wildlands Project
♦Vi Alaska Field Office

907.424.3835 • POB 853 • Cordova AK 99574 • caacadia@alaskr..con) • www.cascwild.org

April 19,2006

Dear Representative,

As an Alaska resident and on behalf o f  Cascadia Wildlands Project, I am writing to urge 
Against HB 306.1 was on this land „ few days ago and value it very highly. Cascadia has a 
longstanding interest in this spot We arc party, along with the State ar J  Mat-Su Borough, in a 
Settlement Agreement that holds the Hatcher Pass Management Plan binding on the Borough. 
We also have an administrative appeal currently pending before DNR over transfer of this land, 
among other issues.

This land, along the banks of the Little Su River, is uniquely valuable for Water Quality, salmon 
and moose habitat, and public recreation. JL Properties and the Mat-Su Borough are planning 
development o f what amounts to a strip mall, or at least a housing subdivision, on this land. That 
is a bad idea made worse by HB 306.

Our interest here is conscn ation. We see the "ski resort" being used as a mask to win public 
funding for more Mat-Su subdivisions on what should be public recreation land along the 
Little Su river at Hatcher Pass. Your constituents also have clear hunting, fishing and 
recreation access interests that would be damaged by this bill.

The bill as written has the following serious flaws:

• As the developer (JL Properties) has recently indicated, this land is not necessary for 
ski resort development. The Borough also recently withdrew their request to DNR for 
conveyance. 1 could talk with you all day about why this land has nothing to do with the 
proposed ski hill, which would be miles up the road in a different direction.

• The state has already given the Borough over 3,000 acres, including over 100 acres 
within this Public Use Area, for ski resort development. How many times are they going 
to come hack with their hand out?

* The language o f HB 306 does not accommodate DNR'a current decision to convey 
this land, which depends on the land being removed from the Public Use Area. This is 
the Decision that we have currently under Appeal to the DNR Commissioner. This 
versi r HB 306 results in overlapping decisions to convey the same land, and a 
hope - legal muddle.

* Conveyance would junk the Hatcher Pass Management Plan, which would not be 
binding on the Borough or whatever private developer they give the land to. We sued 
D N R over this issue in 2002, and settled in 2003 when the state and Borough agreed to

1 of 1

http://www.cascwild.org
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|  attach a special condition to the land patent holding the HPMP binding. HB 306 does not

include this language, with the following negative results:

1. Cool J result in litigation, just like in 2002.

2. Results in muddled management A  legal status. Per our 2003 Settlement 
Agreement, the surrounding land is all subject to the Management Plan.

3. Call's good fahh of state and Borough Into question, that land really will be 
managed consistent with the management plan.

K • The Findings of Fact are not true. It is not true that proposed development is consistent
with the original intent o f the Public Use Area. Neither is not true that this land is 
"authorized for development purposes in the Hatcher Pass Management Plan..." (page 1, 
lines 10-11) Making this finding o f fact circumvents the Management Plan process.

Because our interest is conservation, we might support this version o f HB 306 for the simple 
reason it is so muddled it would certainly give us cause for further legal delays to development.
However, we would prefer to avoid that pointless and wasteful conflict.

Please do not pass HB 306. Please feel free to call if  you have any questions at all regarding our 
interest in this matter.

Sincerely,

Alaska Field Representative 

Cascadia Wildlands Project

cc: House Resources Committee

2 of 2
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F rom : Gabriel Scott [cascadia@alaska.com]
S e n t : Wednesday, April 19, 2006 12:25 PM
T o : Rep. Jay Rr i.ras
S u b je c t : HB306

Dear Representative Ramras,

As an  Alaska resident and on behalf o f  Cascadia Wildlands Project, I am writing to urge 
A g ain s t HB 3 0 6 .! was on this land a few dayr ago and value it very highly. Cascadia has a 
longstanding interest in this spot. We are party, along with the State and Mat-Su Borough, in a 
Settlem ent Agreement that holds the Hatcher Pass Management Plan binding on the Borough. 
We also  have an administrative appeal currently pending before DNR over transfer o f  this 
land, among other issues.

This land, along the banks o f the Little Su River, is uniquely valuable for W ater Quality, 
salm on and moose habitat, and public recreation. JL Properties and the Mat-Su Borough are 
p lanning development o f  what amounts to a strip mall, or at least a housing subdivision, on 
this land. That is a bad idea made worse by HB 306.

Our interest here is conservation. We see the "ski resort" being used as a mask to win 
public funding for more Mat-Su subdivisions on what should be public recreation land 
along the Little Su river at Hatcher Pass. Your constituents also have clear hunting, 
fish ing and recreation access interests tnat would be damaged by this bill.

The bill as written has the following serious flaws:

•  As the developer (JL Properties) has recently indicated, this land is not necessary for 
ski resort development. The Borough also recently withdrew their request to DNR for 
conveyance. 1 could talk with you all day about why this land has nothing to do with the 
proposed ski hill, which would be miles up the road in a different direction.

he state has already given the Borough over 3,000 acres, including over 100 acres 
within this Public Use Area, for ski resort development. How many times are they 
going to com e back with their hand out?

• The language o f  HB 306 does not accommodate DNR's current decision to convey 
this land, which depends on the land being removed from the Public Use Area. This is 
the Decision that we have currently under Appeal to the DNR Commissioner. This 
version o f HB 306 results in overlapping decisions to convey the same land, and a 
hopeless legal muddle.

• Conveyance would junk the Hatcher Pass M anagement Flan, which would not be 
binding on the Borough or whatever private developer they give the land to. We sued 
DNR over this issue in 2002, and settled in 2003 when the state and Borough agreed to 
attach a special condition to the land patent holding the HPMP binding. HB 306 does 
not include this language, with the following negative results:

1. Could result in litigation, just like in 2002.

2. Results in muddled management &  lega! status. Per our 2003 Settlement 
Agreement, the surrounding land is all subject to the Management Plan.

4/19/2006
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3. Call':, good faith of state and Borough into question, that land really will be 
managed consistent with the management plan.

» The Findings of Fact are not true. It is not true that proposed development is 
consistent with the original intent o f  the Public Use Area. Neither is not true that this 
land is "authorized for development purposes in the Hatcher Pass M anagement Plan..." 
(page 1, lines 10-11) Making this finding o f  fact circumvents the M anagement Plan 
process.

Because our interest is conservation, w e might support this version o f HB 306 for the simple 
reason it is so muddled it would certainly give us cause for further legal delays to 
development. However, we would prefer to avoid that pointless and wasteful conflict.

Please do not pass HB 306. Please feel free to call i f  you have any questions at all regarding 
our interest in this matter.

Sincerely,
Gabriel Scotl, Alaska Field Representative 
Cascadia W ildbads Project, A'aska Field Office 
PO Box 853 
Cordova, AK  99574 
(907 ) 424-3835

cc: House Resources Committee

4/19/2006
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TESTIMONY FOR HB306 April 19, 2006

The Mat-Su Borough already has title to 3,000 acres of public land and some of it 
is public use land. This 3000 acres should be developed before any additional 
land is transferred to the Borough. The acreage that is boing requested is along 
the Little Su River and could be used for housing development.

The statute that established the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area states the 
purposes for the lands are to provide public recreation, p/otect and enhance 
fisheries and wildlife resources and to protect water quality and scenic qualities. 
The 200 acres requested by the borough should remain in Hatcher Pass Public 
Use Area.

Should the borough receive this conveyance then deed restrictions should state 
that no development should occur within 1200 feet of the river. Wildlife habitat, 
scenic qualities, and water quality are the values that need to be maintained in 
the Hatcher Pass Area.

Please do not transfer an additional 200 acres to the Mat -Su Borough.

TNank you 
Nancy Moore 
PO Box 399 
Palmer, Alaska

907-745-1540



This legislation would make approximately 200 acres available to the M at-Su Borough in the 
Hatcher Pass Public Use Area. The Mat-Su Borough, in concert with the private sector, is 
developing a portion o f  the area into a regional Alpine and Nordic ski area along with housing 
and commercial development.

Transfer o f  this land to the Borough is consistent with the purposes o f  the M unicipal Land Act 
(AS 29.65) which provides for the transfer o f  land to municipalities to encourage economic 
growth and self-sufficiency. Because the land is located within a legislatively created Public Use 
Area, approval by the legislature is necessary.

Background

The Hatcher Pass Public Use Area was established by the Alaska Legislature in 1986. In its 
entirety it totals about 5,200 acres. The area was established to: 1) provide for public recreation 
activities; 2) protect and enhance the fishery and wildlife lesources, including fishing, grazing, 
hunting, and trapping; and, 2) protect the w ater quality and scenic resources with the area.

W hat the public use area did not allow was disposal” o f  the land. Even a conveyance to a 
municipal government for a public purpose or to foster economic developm ent is considered to 
be a disposal.

In 1989 the Hatcher Pass M anagement Plan was amended to provide for the development o f  the 
Government Peak sub-unit o f  Hatcher Pass into a ski resort along with residential and some 
commercial development. W hile allowing development, rules were put in place to piotect the 
values o f  the area.

Since the Public Use Area w as created and the M anagement Plan adopted much has happened. 
The state, through the Department o f  Natural Resources, has turned over developm ent o f  the ski 
area project to the b •• nigh, the Borough has assumed management and ow nership o f  the lease 
for <hc area, and the Borough has obtained ownership o f  land outside o f  the Public Use Area that 
will support the development o f  area with numerous recreational opportunities along with some 
residential and com mercial activities.

The Borough continues to take steps to ensure that the Hatcher Pass area is »>' eloped at a level 
o f  quality, taking fullest advantage o f  the area's unique attributes, including diverse recreation 
opportunities, taking advantage o f  the areas spectacular setting, great views, quality land and 
proximity to two o f  Southcentral Alaska's population centers. This com m itm ent began with the 
Borough fully endorsing the Hatcher Pass M anagement Plan in 1989, and continues today as we 
complete the final stages o f  adopting a Special Land Use District (zoning) for the entire 
development and recreation area. Obtaining this final 200 acres o f land is one o f  the last key 
pieces for turning this project into reality.



Request

The Borough is requesting that the legislature authorize a conveyance o f  200 acres o f  land to the 
Borough at the southern end o f  the existing Public Use A rea by adopting HB 306. We have 
consistently stated, and the proposed legislation clearly states, tiiat the transfer o f  this land to the 
Borough shall be subject to Hatcher Pass M anagement Plan. This includes som e development 
restrictions, as well as w ater boHy and wetland buffers that will ensure that water quality and 
quantity is maintained in the Little Susitna watershed.

This request is whoily consistent with the public record when representatives o f  the Department 
o f  Natural Resources testified b e fo u  the legislature that developm ent was envisioned to occur in 
the area when the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area was created. The Hatcher Pass M anagement 
Plan w as amended, specifically to deal with the proposed developm ent o f  the ski area in the 
1980's and the lease area, when originally issued by DNR, included the area covered by this 
legislation.

The B o ro rth  now owns 3,000 acres immediately adjacent to the land involved with this 
legislation and approxim ately 150 acres at the base o f  Governm ent Peak where the Alpine ski 
area base facilities will be located. Once you cross the Little Susitria River from the Hatcher 
Pass Road this parcel will be the gateway o r entrance to the South Side development and 
recreation area. This legislation will consolidate land ownership with the Borough instead o f  
having a small piece o f  the development area also owned by the state and is a key component to 
the Borough for the developm ent and management o f  the area.

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Community Dovolopnwnt/LMD 4-14-2006 m Borough Owned

!Y~, ~:j Commercial/Residential 
£ \  D. ■ /elopmen t Areas n H B  308
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SCALE IN MILES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/LMD - April 14. 2006 
m mm — m Future alpine expansion (600 acres) 

■■■■ Alpine ski area (700 acres)

Special Land Use District Boundary

Residential development 
area (1100 acres)

Area of nordic ski trail, recreation trail & 
equestrian trail system (1400 acres)
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Am endedi 12 
A d o p te d : 12

M o tio n  t o  Amend P r e v i o u s l y  A d o p te d  P a s s e d :  12
Amended: 12
A d o p te d : 12

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 0 5 - 1 5 1 (AM)

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BORCUGH ASSEMBLY APPROVING 
STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROlld FOR 
THE YEAR 2 0 0 6 .

P.

1 5 /0 5
1 5 /0 5

06/05
0 6 /0 5
15/05

WHEREAS, t h e  2 4 u  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  A la s k a  s t a t e  L e g i s la tu r e  w i l l  

r e c o n v e n e  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 6 ; an d

WHEREAS, c h e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B o ro u g h  re m a in s  t h e  f a s t e s t  

g ro w in g  co m m u n ity  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la sk a , a n d  i s  p r e d i c t  id t o  

m a i n t a i n  a b o v e  a v e r a g e  g ro w th  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e /  anc

WHEREAS, t o  m e e t th e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  B o ro u g h 's  g zo w in g  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  t o  h e l p  d i v e r s i f y  t h e  l o c a l  econom y, and  to  d e v e lo p  an  

e f f i c i e n t  an d  e f f e c t i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  B y ste  jn th e  

A ss e m b ly  h a s  d e te r m in e d  t h e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s  f o : th e  

y e _ r  2 0 0 6 .

NOW, THEREFORE; BE IT  RESOLVED, t h a t  t h e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  

B o ro u g h  A sse m b ly  h e r e b y  s e t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S t a t e  l e g i s l i t i v e  

o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  p r o v id e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e l i e f  f o r  th e  

r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B o ro u g h :

1 . P r o p e r t y  t a x  r e l i e f  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  m u n ic ip a l  

a s s i s t a n c e / r e v e n u e  s h a r in g /c o m m u n i ty  d iv id e n d s

2 .  F u l l  f u n d in g  o f  m a n d a te d  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  an d  D is  b l e d  

V e te r a n s  t a x  e x e m p tio n  p ro g ra m s
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3 . F o u n d a t io n  f u n d in g  -  minimum b a s e  s t u d e n t  . l l o c a t i p n  o f  

$ 5 ,3 4 7

4 . F u l l  fu n d in g  o f  t h e  T e a c n e r s  a n d  P u b l i c  E m ployee 

R e t i r e m e n t  S y s tem  s h o r t f a l l
I

5 .  F u l l  f u n d in g  o f  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e

6 . I n c r e a s e d  : f u n d in g  o f  th e  A la s k a  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e ij t  o f  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  an d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  o p e r a t i o n s (  and  

m a in te n a n c e  b u d g e t

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED, t h a t  t h e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B oro u g h  

A ss e m b ly  h e r e b y  s e t s  Che f o l l o w i n g  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t  f e ta te  

l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  th e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B o ro u g h  f o f  th e  

y e a r  2 0 0 6 :

1 . E m erg en cy  f u l l  f u n d in g  f o r  r o o f  r e p la c e m e n t  a n d  f i a j o r  

r e n o v a t i o n  o f  S u - V a l le y  H ig h  S c h o o l
I

2 .  H a tc h e r  P a ss  r o a d  and  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  im p ro v e m e n ts
I

3 . R e s t o r a t i o n  o f  Che $50 m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  S ta t e w id e  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Im provem en t P ro g ram  (STIP) f o r  p r o j e c t s
I

w i t h i n  t h e  B orough

4 . M a ta n u sk a  R iv e r  e r o s i o n  m anagem ent

5 . F u n d in g  £ q i c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p o r t a b l e s  i n  t h e  am ouijt o f  

$ 2 .6  m i l l i o n

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED, t h a t  t h e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B o ro u g h  

A sse m b ly  h e r e b y  s e t s  th e  f o l l o w in g  a d d i t i o n a l  S t a t e  l e g i s l ;  t i v e  

p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B orough  f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 ( 6 :
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1 . R e - A u th o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l C o n s t r u c t i o n  

R e im b u rse m e n t p ro g ra m

2 .  H a tc h e r  P a s s  l a n d  t r a n s f e r
i

3 . E x p a n s io n  6 f  c o r r e c t i o n a l  l a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  B o io u g h

4 . I n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s e  t o  com m un ity  t h r e a t s  p o s e d  by
I

l a b a

5 . E x p a n s io n  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r s  w i t h i r
i

B orough

ADOPTED by  t h e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B oro u g h  A sse m b ly  t h i s  <

D eb t

o f  D ecem b er, 2 0 0 5 .

M eth

th e

d ay

TIMOTHY L. ANDERSON, 'B o ro u g h  y o r

ATTEST:

MICHELLE M. MCQE; 

(SEAL)

, CMCT B o ro u g h  C le rk

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: W oods, A l l e n ,  C o lb e rg , K v a lh e im , B e t t
C o lv e r ,  a n d  V eh rs

AMEND PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED PASSED UNANIMOUSLY DECEMBER 15 , 2p05 : 
W oods, A l l e n ,  K v a lh e im , B e t t i n e ,  C o lv e r ,  an d  V eh rs

Lne,
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROU3H 
Borough Manager’s Office

350 East Dahlia Avenue • Palmer, AK 99645 
Phone (907) 745-9689 - Fax (907) 745-9669 

iduffVfflmg sugov.ua

January 28,2006

The Honorable Bill Stoltze 
State Representative 
State o f Alaska 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Stoltze:

Thank you again for introducing HBJ06 the legislation regarding the land trans 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough within the Hatcher Pass area. This land transfer will all 
development o f a community based Nordic ski facility as well as commercial and 
development. The project will have long term positive impacts by crating local cr 
and business opportunities as well as providing cur youth with a place to recreate, 
recently completed economic impact assessment o f die project has found that the p 
create 1,350 long-term construction jobs and between 185 to 490 long term job; 
operation Our local school district has indicated that the project will be ideal 
training and regional and statewide competitive events. The recreation and tourifn 
benefits are immeasurable.

er to the 
iw for the 
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iploymcnt 
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oject will 
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hosting 
related

f  r

£ ca

To recap, the land transfer and removal o f the Public Use Area designation for app 
200 acres o f land is necessary in order to provide sufficient lands for the proposed OlyAi 
Nordic and Biathlon sld trail system, multiple purpose trails, and residential developr 
Borough and State o f Alaska, Department o f Natural Resources previously c< 
uevelopment management guidelines to protect the environment and uses o f the 
maximizing the development and recreational potential o f these lands. These gui 
found within the Hatcher Pass Management Plan, as amended. Moreover the Borougl 
with local citizens and developer, has developed a Special Use District which will 
development o f the project. Thus, more than adequ-te land use and development prote< 
be available to properly manage this important asset.

fur n

As reported by the media, a small part of the lands, about twenty acres, are no longer 
the proposed commercial village as the hotel, lodge and ancillary commercial develop n  
be relocated to the middle of the project area and away from the Little Susitna River. i t  
acres however, are still required to provide access to the development and to proper' 
the entire development area and the recreational trails that may be developed on the pro
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The Hatcher Pass sld area project has been a goal o f the Borough and State of Alas a for over
tw e n fv  V^aro anst ISAW/ 1/AM* A O . 1 aJ »u T 1_   ____ Â • a * « >

John Duffy 
Borough Manager

cc: Senator Huggins

Attachments: Assembly Resolution 
Project Map

Sincerely,
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