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SPONSOR: Senator Gene Therriault

SPONSOR STATEMENT:

AS 15.45.180(a) currently provides that once an in itiative petition is c f .t if ie d  as 
containing the number o f va lid  signatures required for placement on the ballot, the 
lieutenant governor shall prepare both a ballot title and a proposition for the election 
ballot. The same m e la n ism  applies at AS 15.45.410(a) for referenda. Under existing 
law, the ballot title must indicate the ‘ general subject o f the proposition,” and may not 
exceed six words. The proposition must g ive a “true and impartial summary” o f the 
proposed law, in not more than 100 words.

W ith the increasing complexity o f laws being proposed by in itia tive , it is d iff icu lt to 
provide an accurate description of the contents o f a proposed law in on ly six  words. 
L ikew ise, the Legislature is c u r ro t ly  taking on more controversial and complex 
legislation that some voter groups may attempt to overturn through use o f the 
referendum.

The current word length lim itations on ballot titles contributes to the like lihood that 
voters w ill not fu lly  understand the scope and effect o f in itia tive propositions and 
referenda that are placed before them. A llow ing the lieutenant governor up to 25 words 
for the ballot title w ill provide the opportunity for a more accurate description of the 
contents o f the proposed law.
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Short T itle : IN ITIATIVE/REFERENDUM BALLOT SUMMARY
Summ'* ry:

• Increases the word lim it for initiative and referenda ballot titles from six words to 
25 words.

Benefits:
■ Provides the opportunity for a more accurate description o f laws proposed by 

initiative or potentially overturned by referenda.
Background:

• AS 15.45.180(a) currently provides that once an initiative petition is certified as 
containing the number o f valid signatures required for placement on the ballot, the 
lieutenant governor shall prepare both a ballot title and a proposition for the 
election ballot. The same mechanism applies at AS 15.45.410(a) for referenda. 
Under existing law, the ballot title must indicate the "general subject o f the 
proposition,” and may not exceed six words. The proposition must give a “true and 
impartial summary” o f the proposed law, in not more than 100 words.

With the increasing complexity o f laws proposed by initiative, it is d ifficu lt to 
provide an accurate description o f the contents o f a proposed law in only six 
words. Likewise, the Legislature is currently taking on more controversial and 
complex legislation that some voter groups may attempt to overturn through use o f 
the referendum.

The current word length limitations on ballot titles contributes to the likelihood that 
voters wih not fu lly understand the scope and effect o f initiative propositions and 
referenda that arc placed before them.
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STATE OF ALASKA  
SAMPLE BALLOT 

GENERAL ELECTION - NOVEMBER 2, 2004

C om lete ly  fill in the oval opposite the name of each candidate or question for whom you wish to vote.

BALLOT MEASURES

BALLOT MEASURE NO. 1 
H ouse J o in t R e so lu t io n  No. 5 

S ig n a tu re s  fo r In it ia t iv e  and  R e fe rendum  
P e tit io n s

This amendment changes how to gather signatures for 
an initiative or referendum petition. It requires signatures 
from more of the voting districts in the State. It says that 
signers must be from at least 30 of the 40 house 
districts, three more than now required. It further 
requires signatures from each of 30 districts to be at 
least equal to seven percent of the voters who voted in 
each of these districts in the last general election. 
Currently only one signer from a district satisfies the 
requirement for district participation. The total number of 
statewide signatures required does not change.

Should this constitutional amendment be adopted? 

O Y E S

O

BALLOT MEASURE NO. 2 
In it ia t iv e  to L eg a lize  M arijuana 

01MRNA
This bill would remove civil and criminal penalties under 
state law for persons 21 years or older who grow, use, 
sell or give away marijuana or hemp products. State or 
local government could not require a permit or license for 
personal cultivation or distribution of marijuana but could 
regulate marijuana like alcohol or tobacco. I* removes all 
existing state restrictions on prescription of marijuana by 
a doctor for all patients, including children. It allows for 
laws limiting marijuana use in public and to protect public 
safety.

Should this initiative become law?

O Y E S  

O  NO

BALLOT MEASURE NO. 3 
P roh ib itin g  B ea r B a itin g  o r Feed in g  

03BEAR
This bill would make it illegal for a person to bait or 
intentionally feed a bear to hunt, photograph, or view a 
bear. A person could not feed a bear on purpose or use 
any item or substance, including food or other edible 
matter to entice a bear into an area, or to stay in an area. 
A person who violates this law would be guilty of a Class 
A misdemeanor, punishable by up to one-year 
imcrisonment and a fine of up to $10,000.

Should this initiative become law?

O Y E S

O N O

BALLOT MEASURE NO. 4 
T em po ra ry  R ep la cem en t o f U.S. S en a to r 

03SENV
This measure would repeal state law by which the 
Governor makes a temporary appointment of a person to 
fill a U. S. Senate vacancy until a special or regular 
election can be held. Under existing law the seat remains 
vacant until an appointment is made. Under the initiative 
the seat would remain vacant until the election is certified 
and the senate meets. Existing law provides that a specia 
election will be held within 60 to 90 days to fill a vacancy 
unless the vacancy occurs within 60 days of the primary 
election for that seat. This initiative does not change that 
provision.

Should this initiative become law?

O Y E S

O N O



Sample Ballot
Ballot Measures

BALLOT MEASURE NO. 2 
Initiative Moving Location of Legislative 

Sessions 
01CHGE

This bill would move all sessions of the state 
legislature to the Matanuska Susitna (Mat-Su) 
Borough. If facilities fit for these sessions can 
not be found in that borough, sessions would be 
held in Anchorage until facilities are available in 
the Mat-Su Borough. The bill would repeal the 
:eqai' ments that before the slate can spend 
money to move the legislature, the voters must 
be informed of the total costs as would be 
determined by a commission, and approve a 
bond issue for ail bondable costs of the move.

Should this initiative become law?

YES O  
NO O

BALLOT MEASURE NO. 3 
Initiative on Gas Pipeline Development 

Authority 
01GSLN

This bill would create the Alaska Natural Gas 
Development Authority (Authority) as a public 
corporation ot the State. The Authority would 
acquire and condition North Slope natural gas, 
and construct a pipeline to transport the gas. 
The Authority's powers would include buying 
property or taking it by eminent domain, and to 
issue state tax-exempt revenue bonds. The 
gasline route would be from Prudhoe Bay to 
tidewater on Prince William Sound and the spur 
line from Glennallen io the Southcentral gas 
distribution grid. The Authority would operate 
and maintain the gas pipeline, ship the gas. and 
marke' the gas.

Should this initiative become law?

YES O  
NO O
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24-LS0859VI
Kurtz

5/6/05

WORK DRAFT

HOUSE CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 172(JUD)

rN THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEG ISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR THERRIAULT

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

'An Act relating to the presentation of initiatives and referenda on the ballot." 

IE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.45.180(a) is amend. 4 to read:
(a) I f  the petition is properly filed , the lieutenant governor, w ith the assistance 

o f  the attorney general, shall prepare a ballot title and proposition. The ballot title 
shall, in not more than 25 [S IX ] words, indicate the general suojcct o f  the proposition. 
The proposition shall [, IN NOT MORE THAN 100 WORDS,] g ive a true and 
impartial summary o f each section of the proposed law in not more than 100 words 

for each section.

* Sec. 2. AS 15.45.410(a) is amended to read:
(a) The lieutenant governor, w ith the assistance o f the attorney general, shall 

prepare a ballot title and proposition upon determining that the petition is properly 
filed . The ballot title shall, in not more than 25 [S IX ] words, indicate the general 
subject area o f the act. The proposition shall, in not more than 100 words, g ive a true 
and impartial summary o f the act being referred.

-1-
New T e x t U n d e r l in e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

HCS SB 172(JL'L»)



EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED LEG ISLAT ION  RELATING  
TO THE PREPARATION OF IN IT IA T IV E  BALLOT T ITLES AND PROPOSITIONS

AS 15.45.180(a) currently provides that once an in itiative petition is certified as 

containing u e  number o f va lid  signatures required for placement on the ballo t, the 

lieutenant governor shall prepare both a ballot title and a proposition for the election 

ballot. Under existing law , the ballot title must indicate the “general subject o f the 

proposition,” and may not exceed six words. The proposition must g ive a “true and 

impartial summary” o f tht proposed law, in not more than 100 words.

W ith the increasing complexity o f  laws being proposed by in itiative, it is d ifficu lt 

to provide an accurate dcscrip*<on o f the contents o f a proposed law in on ly six words. It 

is equally d ifficu lt to provide a “true” summary o f the contents o f a proposed law in only 

100 words. The current word length lim itations on ballo t titles and propositions 

contribute to the like lihood that voters w ill not fu lly  understand the scope and effect o f 

in itiative propositions that are placed before them. A llow ing the lieutenant governor up 

to 25 words for the ballot title w ill provide the opportunity for a more accurate 

description o f the contents o f  the proposed law. Requiring the lieutenant governor to 

provide a b rie f summary o f each section o f a proposed law , not more than 100 words for 

each section, w ill ensure that voters are aware o f a ll o f the provisions contained in the 

proposed law.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Rep. Lesil McGuire, C ha ir
Rep. Tom Am ,rson, Vice-Chair 
Rep. John Coghill 
Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom 
Rep. Pete Kott 
Rep. Les Gam 
Rep. Max Gruenherg

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

Memorandum
To: Leg. Legal

From: Vanessa Tondini, Committee Aide
House Judiciary Committee

Date: May 8, 2005
Re: CS Request

Please create a work draft House Judiciary Committee Substitute for work order # 24-LS0859VI, 
SB 172, incorporating the attached language. The b ill is scheduled to be reheard in committee 
today (not sure what time), but please ju st get the CS to us as soon as you can.

I f  you have any questions, please ca ll me at 4090.
Thank you so much!

The information attached to this memo is CONFIDENTIAL an/or privileged. It is intended to he reviewed initially by 
only the individual named above. If the reader o f this Memorandum is not the intended recipient or a representative of the 
intended recipient, you arc hereby notified that any review, dissemination, or copying o f the information contained herein is 
prohibited. If you have received this in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone and return this to the 
sender at the above address.

State Capitol, Room 120 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4990 
Fax (907)465-6592



A m e n d m e n t  to House C S  for Senate Bill No.|72 (Jud) - W o r k  Draft, Version I (5/6/05)

Page I, line 9, fo llow ing the word “section” add the following:

“ Fo r purposes o f th is subsection , “section" means

(1) a provision o f the proposed law  enacting, am ending o r repea ling  and re­

enacting a separate section , subsection or subparag raph  o f the A laska 

S tatutes;

(2) a p rovis ion o f the proposed law  repealing a separate section , subsection 

o r subp arag raph  o f the A laska S tatutes; and

(3) a p rovis ion o f the proposed law , regard less o f the form  in w h ich  the 

proposed law  is d ra ft , d. th a t is d is t in c t from  o ther p rov is ion s in purpose 

o r su b je c t m a tte r and th a t the lieu tenan t governor, w it > the assistance of 

the atto rney genera l, de term ines wou ld have been set out in a separate 

section o f the A laska S ta tu tes i f  d ra fted  in con form ity w ith  leg is la tive

drafting procedures followed by the Department of L aw.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Rep. Lesil M cGuire, C ha ir
Rep. Tom Anderson, Vice-Chair
Rep. John Coghill
Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom
Rep. Pe Kott
Rep. Lcs Gara
Rep. Max Gruenberg

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

Memorandum
To: Leg. Legal

From: Vanessa Tondini, Committee Aide
House Judiciary Committee

Date: May 6, 2005
Re: CS Request

Please create a work draft House Judiciary Comn .ttee Substitute for work order # 24-LS0859YY,
SB 172, incorporating the attached changes (delete sections 2 & 4 and add the additional underlined 
language).

The b ill w ill like ly  be heard in committee tomorrow. I f  you have any questions, please call me at 4990. 
Thank you!

The information attached to this memo is CONFIDENTIAL an/or privileged. It is intended to be reviewed initially by 
only the individual named above. If the reader of this Memorandum is not the intended recipient or a representative o f the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination or copying o f the information contained herein is 
prohibited. If you have received this in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone and return this to the 
sender at the above address.

State Capitol, Room 120 
Juneau, A K 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4990 
Fax (907)465-6592



24-LS0859\Y

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COM M ITTEE

Offered: 5/5/05 
Referred: Judiciary

Sponsor(s): SENATOR THERRIAULT

HOUSE CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 172(STA)

A B ILL  

FOR AN ACT EN T ITLED

1 "An Act relating to the presentation of in itia tives and referenda on the ballot.''

2 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. AS 15.45.180(a) is amended to n. !:
4 (a) I f  the petition is properly filed, the lieutenant governor, with the assistance
5 o f the attorney general, shall pre’>aie a ballot title and proposition. The ballot title
6 shall, in not more than 25 [S IX ] words, indicate the general subject o f the proposition.
7 The proposition shall, in not more than 100 words, give a true and impartial summary
8 _  o f the proposed law.

* Sec. 2. AS l5.45.UHfis amerded by adding a new subsection to read:
W / fn e  lieutenan* governor shall submit the ballot title and proposition to the 

N a \ directo/noKlater tha,. 30 days after the date o f the adjournment o f the tirst regular
\ legj^tative sessibq convened after the petition is filed.

3 * Sec. 3. AS 15.45.410(a) is amended to read:
14 (a) The lieutenant governor, with the assistance o f the attorney general, shall
15 prepare a ballot title and proposition upon determining that the petition is properly

SB0l72b -1- HCSSB 172(STA)
New T ex t U n d e r lin e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



24-LS0859\Y

filed. The ballot title shall, in not more than 25 [S IX ] words, indicate the general 
subject area o f the act. The pror >sition shall, in not more than 100 words, give a true 
and impartial summary o f the act l^ing referred.

Sec. 4. ASs|5.4^4 lO is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
le lieutenant governor shall submit the ballot title and proposition to the 

directo lot lateKthan 60 days after the date the petition is filed.

HCSSB 172(STA) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

SB0172b



DRAFT 
Susan Burke 
586-2777 
03-15-05

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENT ITLED

“An Act relating to the preparation o f  in itiative ballot titles and propositions; and 

providing for an effective date.”

* Section 1. AS 15.45.180(a) is amended to read:

(a) I f  the petition is properly filed , the lieutenant governor, with 

the assistance o f the attorney general, shall prepare a ballot title and proposition. 

The ballot title shall, in not more than 25 [S IX ] words, indicate the general subject 

o f  the proposition. The proi isition sha ll g ive a true and im partia l sum m ary 

o f each section o f the proposed law , in not more than 100 words fo r each 

section. [THE PROPOSITION SHALL, IN  NOT MORE THAN 100 WORDS, 

G IV E  A TRUE AND IM PART IAL SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED LAW .] f

* Sec. 2. "'.■is Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Rep. Lesil M cGuire, C hair
Rep. Tom Anderson, Vice-Chair 
Rep. John Coghill 
Rep. Nancy Dahlstrom 
Rep. Pete Kott 
Rep. Les Gara 
Rep. Max Gruenberg

H o u s e  j u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

Memorandum
To: Leg. Legal

From : Vanessa Tondini, Committee Aide 
House Judiciary Committee

Date: May 6, 2005
Re: CS Request

Please create a work draft House Judiciary Committee Substitute for work order # 24-LS0859W,
SB 172, incorporating the attached changes (delete sections 2 & 4 and add the additional underlined 
language).

The hill w ill like ly be heard in committee tomorrow. I f  you have any questions, please call me at 4990. 
Thank you!

The information attached to this memo is CONFIDENTIAL an/or privileged. It is intended to be reviewed initially by 
only the individual named above. If the reader o f this Memorandum is not the intended recipient or a representative o f the 
intended recipient, you arc hereby notified that any review, dissemination, or copying o f the information contained herein is 
prohibited. If you have received this in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone and return this to the 
sender at the above address.

State Capitol, Room 120 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4990 
Fax (907)465-6592



DRAFT 
Susan Burke 
586-2777 
03-15-05

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

“An Act relating to the preparation o f in itiative ballot titles and propositions; and 

providing for an effective date.”

* Section 1. AS 15.45.180(a) is amended to read:

(a) I f  the petition is properly filed, the lieutenant governor, with 

the assistance o f the attorney general, shall prepare a ballo t title and proposition. 

The ballot title shall, in not more than 25 [S IX ] words, indicate the general subject 

o f the proposition. The proposition sha ll give a true and im partia l sum m ary 

o f each section o f the proposed law , in not more than 100 words fo r each 

section. [THE PROPOSITION SHALL, IN NOT MORE THAN 100 WORDS, 

G IVE A TRUE AND IM PART IAL SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED LAW .]

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

1



MAY-05-2005 THU 11:45 PH SEN. THERRIAULT FAX NO. 9of 465 3804 P. 01

AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
TO SB 172

After line 8 insert a new subsection to read:

AS 15.45.180(c)

“The lieutenant governor shall submit thr ballot title and proposition to the director not 
later than 30 days after the date of the adjournment of the first regular legislative session 
convened after the petition is filed”



MAY-05-2005 THU 11:45 PM SEN. THERRIAULT FAX NO. 907 465 3884 P. 02

AMEf.DMENT-̂ A

OFFERED IN HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
TO SB 172

After line 14 insert a new subsection to read:

AS 15.45.410(c)

‘The lieutenant governor shall submit the ballot title and proposition to the director not 
lattr than 60 days after the date the petition is filed."

<



SENATOR 
G E N E  THERR IAULT

Mailing Address 
119 N Cushman, Suite 101 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 

(907) 488-0857 
Fax (907)488-4271

j U a s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t e

W h i le  i n  v e v k in n

State Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 

99801-1182 
(907) 465-4797 

Fax: (907) 465-3884
Senate District F

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Representative Lesil M cGuire,
House Judic iary Comnii ’ tee

FROM: Senator Gene

DATE: M ay 5,2005

SUBJECT: Scheduling of SB 172

I respectfully request that Senate B ill 172 be scheduled for a hearing in the House 
Judiciary Committee.

SB 172 increases the word lim it for initiative and referenda ballot titles from six words to 
25 words. A llow ing the lieutenant governor up to 25 words for the ballot Mtle w ill 
provide the opportunity for a more accurate description of the contents o f the proposed 
law.

Please contact me i f  you have any additional questions.

Email: Senator._Gene_Thernault<8ilegis state ak us



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SENATOR

Gene T herriau lt
119 N. Cushman Suite 101 
Fairbanks Alaska 99701 

(907)488-0857 
FAX (907) 488-4271

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-4797 
FAX (907) 465-3884

While in Juneau

Senate
Senate District F

Senate B ill 172 “An Act relating to the presentation 
o f in itia tives and referenda on the ballot.”

SPONSOR: Senator Gene Therriault

SPONSOR STATEMENT:

AS 15.45.180(a) currently provides that once an in itiative petition is certified as 
containing the number o f va lid  signatures required for placement on the ballot, the 
lieutenant governor shall prepare both a ballot title and a proposition for the election 
ballot. The same mechanism applies at AS 15.45.410(a) for referenda. Under existing 
law, the ballo t title must indicate the “general subject o f the proposition,” and may not 
exceed six words. The proposition must g ive a “true and impartial summary” o f the 
proposed law , in not more than 100 words.

W ith the increasing complexity o f laws being proposed by in itiative, it is d iff icu lt to 
provide an accurate description o f the contents o f a proposed law in on ly six words. 
L ikew ise, the Legislature is currently taking on more controversial and complex 
legislation that some voter groups may attempt to overturn through use o f the 
referendum.

The current word length lim itations on ballot titles contributes to the like lihood that 
voters w ill not fu lly  understand the scope and effect o f in itiative propositions and 
referenda that are placed before them. A llow ing the lieutenant governor up to 25 words 
for the ballot title w ill provide the opportunity for a more accurate description o f the 
contents o f the proposed law.
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Alaska State Legislature
Senate Majority W eb : w w w .a k re p u b lic a n s .o rg

Sponsor: Senator Gene Therriault
C urren t Version: SB 172
Contact: Joseph Balash, 465-4797

Fact Sheet for: Senate B ill 172 
Short T itle: INITIATIVE/REFERENDUM BALLOT SUMMARY
Summary:

■ Increases the word lim it for initiative and referenda ballot titles from six words to 
25 words.

Benefits:
■ Provides the opportunity for a more accurate description o f laws proposed by 

initiative or potentially overturned by referenda.
Background:

■ AS 15.45.180(a) currently provides that once an initiative petition is certified as 
containing the number o f valid signatures required for placement on the ballot, the 
lieutenant governor shall prepare both a ballot title and a proposition for the 
.lection ballot. The same mechanism applies at AS 15.45.410(a) for referenda. 
Under existing law, the ballot title must indicate the “general subject o f the 
proposition,” and may not exceed six words. The proposition must give a “true and 
impartial summary” o f the proposed law, in not more than 100 words.

With the increasing complexity o f laws proposed by initiative, it is d ifficu lt to 
provide an accurate description o f the contents o f a proposed law in only six 
words. Likewise, the Legislature is currently taking on more controversial and 
complex legislation that some voter groups may attempt to overturn through use o f 
the referendum.

The current word length limitations on ballot titles contributes to the likelihood that 
voters w ill not fu lly understand the scope and effect o f initiative propositions and 
referenda that are placed before them.
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