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A L A S K A  S T A T E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

Labor & Commerce Com m ittee, C hair 
A dm inistrative Regulation Review, C hair 
Judicic ry  Committee, V ice-Chair 
Health, Education and Social Services

State Capitol S 'dte 408 
Juneau , AK 99508 
Phone (907) 465-4939 
Fax (907) 465-2418

Representative Tom Anderson
Email: Representative Tom Anderson@legis.stale.ak.us

MEMORANDUM

Date: M arch 3, 2005

To: R epresentative Lesil M cG uire, C hair
House Judiciary  C om m ittee

From: R epresentative Tom  A nderso

Re: HJR 7

I w ould like to request that you schedule  HJR 7 for consideration by the House Judiciary  Com m ittee.

Enclosed are:

1. The m ost recent version o f  the bill
2. Current Sponsor S tatem ent
3. Sectional A nalysis
4. A ppropriate backup docum entation

T hank you for your consideration  o f this request. Please contact Jon B ittner at 465-5031 in my office if 
y^u have any questions o r concerns.

mailto:Anderson@legis.stale.ak.us


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House of Representatives

Official Business State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR HJR 7 
BY: Representative Tom Anderson

TITLE: “Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska to 

correct obsolete references to the office of secretary of state by substituting 

references to the office of lieutenant governor.”

In 1970 the legislature proposed and the voters of Alaska approved a series 

of amendments to the State constitution that changed the name of the office of 

“Secretary of State” to the office of “Lieutenant Governor”. At that time, the 

drafting attorneys did not catch all of the references to “Secretary of State”.

HJR 7 attempts to correct the two references to “Secretary of State” in the 

Alaska constitution that are left. The proposed amendments, if approved by the 

Legislature, would be placed before the voters in the next General Election.

I urge your support of this bill.

January 21, 2005 -  H JR 7 24-LS0340/A



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

State Capitol 
Ju n eau , AK 99801-1182

Sectional Analysis for H JR  7 
BY: Representative Tom Anderson

Section 1. A m ends A rticle  II, sec. 5, C >nstitution o f the State o f  A laska 
Adds: lieutenant governor 
Rem oves: [SEC R ETA R Y  O F  STATE]

This change brings the A laska C onstitution into line with the will o f  the people o f A laska to 
replace the position o f  Secretary  o f  State with the position o f  L ieutenant G overnor

Section 2. A m ends A rticle  III, sec. 25 C onstitution o f the St.’te o f  A laska 
Adds: lieutenant governor 
Rem oves: [SE C R E T A R Y  O F STA TE]

This change brings the A laska C onstitution into line with the will o f  the people o f A laska to 
replace the position  o f Secretary  o f  State with the position o f  L ieutenant G overnor

Section 3. The am endm ents proposed in HJR 7 will be placed on the ballot at the next general 
election.

This is in conform ity  w ith art. XIII, sec. 1 o f the C onstitution o f  the S tate o f Alaska. This article 
requires all am endm ents to the constitution be proposed by a tw o-thirds vote o f  each house o f  the 
legislature. If passed  it shall be placed onto the ballot o f the next general election. If a m ajority 
o f the votes cast on the proposition  favor the am endm ent, it shall be adopted.

January 24, 2005 -  HJR 7 24-LS0340/A



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M January  7, 2005

SU BJECT: H ouse Jo in t R esolution proposing am endm ents to  the C onstitution 
o f  the S tate o f  A laska to correct obsolete references to the office o f  
secretary  o f  state by  substituting references to  the office o f  
lieutenant governor. (W ork O rder No. 24-LS0340VA)

TO:

FROM :

Represents

Jack  Chen< 
A ssistant F

Treat the enclosed  H ouse jo in t resolution as the equivalent o f  a revisor's bill for one 
elem ent o f  the state  constitution.

In 1970, the legislature proposed and the voters, by a m argin o f  71%  - 29%  (yes =  
46,102; no = 13,781), approved a series o f  am endm ents to the state constitution that 
changed the nam e o f  the constitutional office o f  "secretary  o f  state" to the office o f  
"lieutenant governor." In the 1970 jo in t resolution that proposed the am endm ents, a copy 
o f  w hich  is a ttached , the d rafting  attorneys o f  the tim e did not catch  all the references to 
"secretary  o f  state." They m issed the two that appear in article  II, section 5 and article 
III, section 25. B y proposing am endm ents to delete in those tw o sections the obsolete 
references to secretary  o f  state and substituting references to lieutenant governor, this 
H ouse jo in t reso lu tion  w ould correct the oversight.

U nlike statutes, corrections o f  errors and om issions in the state constitu tion cannot be 
com pleted editorially . U nder article XIII, section 1,

Amendments. A m endm ents to this constitu tion m ay  be proposed 
by a tw o-thirds vote o f  each house o f  the legislature. The lieutenant 
governor shall prepare a ballot title and proposition  sum m arizing each 
proposed am endm ent, and shall place them on the ballot for the next 
general election. I f  a m ajority  o f  the votes cast on the proposition  favor 
the am endm ent, it shall be adopted. Unless o therw ise provided  in the 
am endm ent, it becom es effective th .rty  days after the certification o f  the 
election returns by the lieutenant governor.

C hanges o f  th is kind m ight have been proposed by a com  titutional convention called to 
m ake changes to the state constitution. But, as you know , w hen, at ten-year intervals, the 
proposals have been presented to the voters as referenda under article X III, section 3, the



voters have repeated ly  failed to approve calls for sta te  constitu tional conventions. The 
voters defeated  the calls for constitutional conven tions in each o f  the 1972, 1982, 1992, 
and 2002 general elections.

JB C :m ed
05-005.m ed

R epresentative Tom  A rd erson
January 7, 2005
Page 2

Enclosure



J \ln sh a  j& a te  le g is la tu re

1970

SENATE 
JO IN T  RESO LU TIO N

Propoalng that the Constitution of the State of Alaska be 
amended by changing the name of the secretary of s ta te  to 
lieutenant governor.

SJR ?

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

• Section 1. Secs. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 1H and 15, Art. I l l ,  
Constitution of the S tate of Alaska, are amended to  read:

SECTION 7- There shall be a lieutenant governor. He 
shall have the same qualifications as the governor and 
serve for the same term. He shall perform such duties as 
may be prescribed by law and as may be delegated to him by 
the governor.

SECTION 8. The lieutenant governor shall be nominated 
In the manner provided by law for nominating candidates for 
other elective o ffic e s . In the general election the votes 
cast for a candidate for governor shall be considered as 
cast also for the candidate for lieutenant governor running 
Jointly with him. The candidate whose name appears on the 
ballo t Jo intly  with that of the successful candidate for 
governor sha ll be elected lieutenant governor.

SECTION 9. In case of the temporary absence of the 
governor from o ffice , the lieutenant governor shall serve 
as acting governor.

SECTION 10. I f  the governor-elect dies, resigns, or 
Is d isqualified , the lieutenant governor elected with him 
shall succeed to the office of governor for the fu ll term.
I f  the governor-elect fa lls  to assume office for any other 
reason, the lieutenant governor elected with him shall 
serve as acting governor, and shall succeed to the office 
i f  the governor-elect does not assume his office within six 
months of the beginning of the term.

SECTION 11. In case of a vacancy in the cfflce  of 
governor for any reason, the lieutenant governor shall



s u c c e e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t e r n .

SECTION 13. Provision shall be made by law for suc­
cession to the office of governor and for an acting gov­
ernor In the event that the lieutenant governor Is unable 
to  succeed ‘o the office or act as governor. No election 
of a lieutenant governor shall be held except a t the 
time of electing a governor.

SECTION 14. When the lieutenant governor succeeds 
to the office of governor, he shall have the t i t l e ,  
powers, du ties, and emoluments of that o ffice.

SECTION 15. The compensation of the governor and 
the lieutenant governor shall be prescribed by law and 
sha ll not be diminished during th e ir  term of o ffice, 
unless by general law applying to a l l  salaried  of.'isers 
of the S tate.

• Sec. 2. Secs. 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, Art. XI, Constitution of 
the S tate of Alaska, are amended to read:

SECTION 2. An In itia tiv e  or referendum Is proposed 
by an application containing the b i l l  to be In itia ted  or 
the act to be referred . Hie application sh a ll be signed 
by not less than one hundred qualified voters as sponsors, 
and shall be filed  with the lieutenant governor. I f  he 
finds I t  In proper form he shall so ce rtify . Denial of 
ce rtifica tio n  shall be subject to Judicial rc lew.

SECTION 3. After ce rtif ica tio n  of the application, 
a petition  containing a summary of the subject matter 
shall be prepared by the lieutenant governor for circula­
tion by the sponsors. I f  signed by qualified voters, equal 
In number to ten per cent of those who voted In the preced­
ing general election and resident In at lea s t two-thirds 
of the election d is tr ic ts  of the S tate , I t  may be filed 
with the lieutenant governor.

SECTION 4. An In itia tiv e  petition  may be filed  at 
any time. The lieutenant governor shall prepare a ballot 
t i t l e  and proposition summarizing the proposed law, and 
shall place them on the ballo t for the f i r s t  statewide 
election held more than one hundred twenty days afte r 
adjournment of the leg is la tiv e  session following the f i l ­
ing. I f ,  before the e lec tion , substantially  the same 
measure has been enacted, the petition  Is void.

SECTION 5. A referendum petition  may be filed  only 
within ninety days a fte r  adjournment of tne leg isla tive  
session at which the act was passed. Hie lieutenant 
governor shall prepare a ballo t t i t l e  and proposition 
summarizing the act and shall place them on the ballot 
for the f i r s t  statewide election held more than one hun­
dred eighty days a fte r  adjournment of that session.

propoS5H™"rliorI ft*  „
enacted. I f  a majority of the votes cast on the proposi 
favor the rejection of an act referred , I t  Is reJectef ‘ 8. 
The lieutenant governor shall certify  the election recur:
An in itia ted  law becomes e 'fec tlve  ninety days a fte r cer 
flca tlon , is not subject to veto, and may not be r ePe!rf 
by the leg isla tu re  within two years of I ts  effective

SJR 2 -2



I t  may be amended at any time. An act rejected by 
referendum Is void th irty  days a fte r  ce rtif ica tio n . Addi­
tional procedures for the in itia tiv e  and referendum may be 
prescribed by law.

* Sec. 3. Secs. 1 and 3, Art. XIII, Constitution of the 
S t a t e  of Alaska, a r e  am ended to r e a d :

SECTION 1. Amendments to th is constitution may be 
proposed by a two-thirds vote of each house of the leg is­
la tu re . The lieutenant governor shall prepare a ballo t 
t i t l e  and proposition summarizing each proposed amendment, 
and shall place them on the ba llo t for the next statewide 
election. If  a majority of the votes cast on the propo­
sition  favor the amendment, i t  shall be adopted. Unless 
otherwise provided In the amendment, i t  becomes effective 
th irty  days a fte r  the ce rtif ica tio n  of the election re­
turns by the lieutenant governor.

SECTION 3. I f  during any ten-year period a consti­
tu tional convention has not been held, the lieutenant 
governor shall place on the ballo t for the next general 
election the question: "Shall there be a Constitutional
Convention?" I f  a majority of the votes cast on the ques­
tion are in the negative, the ouestlon need not be placed 
on the ballo t u n til the end of the next ten-year period.
I f  a majority of the votes cast on the question are In 
the affirm ative, delegates to the convention shall be 
chosen at the next regular statew ide election, unless 
the leg isla tu re  provides for the election of the delegates 
at a special election; The lieutenant governor shall Issue 
the call for the convention. Unless other provisions 
have been made by la**, the call shall conform as nearly as 
possible to the actr calling the Alaska Constitutional Con­
vention of 1955, Including, but not limited to , number of 
members, d is t r ic ts ,  election and ce rtifica tion  of delegates 
and submission and ra tifica tio n  of revisions and ordinances 
The appropriation provisions of the call shall be se lf-  
executing and sh a ll constitute a f i r s t  claim on the sta te  
treasury.

* Sec. 4. Sec. 9, Art. XV, Constitution of the State of
Alaska, Is amended to read:

SECTION 9. The f i r s t  governor and lieutenant governor 
shall hold office for a term beginning with the day on
which they assume office and ending at noon on the f i r s t
Moi.uuy in December of the even-numbered year following the 
next residential election. This term shall count as a 
fu ll term for purposes of determining e lig ib il i ty  for re- 
e lectlor only I f  I t  is four years or more In duration.

* Sec. 5. The amendments proposed by th is resolution shall 
be placed before the voters of the s ta te  at the next statewide
election in  conformity with sec. 1, a r t .  XIII, of the Constitu­
tion of the State of Alaska, and the s ta te  election code.
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Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
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Contractual 
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
If this amendment appears on the 2006 ballot, the cost of providing information about this issue in the 
Official Election Pamphlet, as required by AS 15.58 is $1.5. Should the addition of this question require 
printing an 8 1/2 by 18 inch ballot the cost will increase to $22.0.
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