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ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Labor & Commerce Committee, Chair State Capitol S'dte 408
Administrative Regulation Review, Chair Juneau, AK 99508
Judicicry Committee, Vice-Chair Phone (907) 465-4939
Health, Education and Social Services Fax  (907) 465-2418

Representative Tom Anderson

Email: Representative Tom Anderson@legis.stale.ak.us

MEMORANDUM

Date: March 3, 2005

To: Representative Lesil McGuire, Chair
House Judiciary Committee

From: Representative Tom Anderso

Re: HJR 7

I would like to request that you schedule HJR 7 for consideration by the House Judiciary Committee.

Enclosed are:

The most recent version of the bill
Current Sponsor Statement
Sectional Analysis

Appropriate backup documentation

HPwnN

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please contact Jon Bittner at 465-5031 in my office if
y”~u have any questions or concerns.


mailto:Anderson@legis.stale.ak.us

A laska State Legislature

House of Representatlves

Official Business State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR HJR 7
BY: Representative Tom Anderson

TITLE: “Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska to
correct obsolete references to the office of secretary of state by substituting

references to the office of lieutenant governor.”

In 1970 the legislature proposed and the voters of Alaska approved a series
of amendments to the State constitution that changed the name of the office of
“Secretary of State” to the office of “Lieutenant Governor”. At that time, the

drafting attorneys did not catch all of the references to “Secretary of State”.
HJR 7 attempts to correct the two references to “Secretary of State” in the

Alaska constitution that are left. The proposed amendments, if approved by the

Legislature, would be placed before the voters in the next General Election.

| urge your support of this bill.

January 21, 2005 - HJR 7 24-LS0340/A



A laska State L egislature
House of Representatives

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 95&)1—]182

Sectional Analysis for HIR 7
BY: Representative Tom Anderson

Section 1. Amends Article Il, sec. 5, C >nstitution of the State of Alaska

Adds: lieutenant governor
Removes: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

This change brings the Alaska Constitution into line with the will of the people of Alaska to
replace the position of Secretary of State with the position of Lieutenant Governor

Section 2. Amends Article 111, sec. 25 Constitution of the St.’te of Alaska

Adds: lieutenant governor
Removes: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

This change brings the Alaska Constitution into line with the will of the people of Alaska to
replace the position of Secretary of State with the position of Lieutenant Governor

Section 3. The amendments proposed in HIR 7 will be placed on the ballot at the next general

election.

This is in conformity with art. XI1II, sec. 1of the Constitution of the State of Alaska. This article
requires all amendments to the constitution be proposed by a two-thirds vote of each house of the
legislature. If passed it shall be placed onto the ballot of the next general election. If a majority
of the votes cast on the proposition favor the amendment, it shall be adopted.

January 24, 2005 - HIR 7 24-1L.S0340/A



LEGAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Stop 3101 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

MEMORANDUM January 7, 2005

SUBJECT: House Joint Resolution proposing amendments to the Constitution
of the State of Alaska to correct obsolete references to the office of
secretary of state by substituting references to the office of
lieutenant governor. (Work Order No. 24-LS0340VA)

TO: Represents
FROM: Jack Chen<
Assistant F

Treat the enclosed House joint resolution as the equivalent of a revisor's bill for one
element of the state constitution.

In 1970, the legislature proposed and the voters, by a margin of 71% - 29% (yes =
46,102; no = 13,781), approved a series of amendments to the state constitution that
changed the name of the constitutional office of "secretary of state” to the office of
"lieutenant governor.” In the 1970 joint resolution that proposed the amendments, a copy
of which is attached, the drafting attorneys of the time did not catch all the references to
"secretary of state.” They missed the two that appear in article Il, section 5 and article
I, section 25. By proposing amendments to delete in those two sections the obsolete
references to secretary of state and substituting references to lieutenant governor, this

House joint resolution would correct the oversight.

Unlike statutes, corrections of errors and omissions in the state constitution cannot be
completed editorially. Under article XIII, section 1,

Amendments. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed
by a two-thirds vote of each house of the legislature. The lieutenant
governor shall prepare a ballot title and proposition summarizing each
proposed amendment, and shall place them on the ballot for the next
general election. If a majority of the votes cast on the proposition favor
the amendment, it shall be adopted. Unless otherwise provided in the
amendment, it becomes effective th.rty days after the certification of the
election returns by the lieutenant governor.

Changes of this kind might have been proposed by a com titutional convention called to
make changes to the state constitution. But, as you know, when, at ten-year intervals, the
proposals have been presented to the voters as referenda under article XI1II, section 3, the



Representative Tom Arderson

January 7, 2005

Page 2

voters have repeatedly failed to approve calls for state constitutional conventions. The
voters defeated the calls for constitutional conventions in each of the 1972, 1982, 1992,

and 2002 general elections.

JBC:med
05-005.med

Enclosure



NInsha j&ate legislature

1970

SENATE SR ?

JOINT RESOLUTION

Propoalng that the Constitution of the State of Alaska be
amended changing the name of the secretary of state to
lieutenant governor.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

e Section 1. Secs. 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, IHand 15, Art. 111,
Constitution of the State of Alaska, are amended to read:

SECTION 7- There shall be a lieutenant governor. He
shall have the same qualifications as the governor and
serv% for the_bsa?ebterlm. I-g shall pgrf%mll suct;hddtutnra]_s as

e prescribe aw and as e delegated to him
HWHX gmﬁernor. y my g by

SECTION 8 The lieutenant governor shall be nominated
In the manner praovided by law fof nominating candidates for
other elective offices. “In the general eleCtion the votes
cast for a candidate for (t;overnor_ shall be considered as_
cast Ialso _frc;rh_the candidate for I:ﬁ#tenant governor runnr:ng
ointly with him.. cangdidate whose appears on the
a'llotyJomtI WlthT{ﬁat ogt e success?ﬁq%caﬁglgate rf)or
governor shall be elected lieutenant governor.

ON 9. _In case or_ the temporar absence of the
overnor from office, the lieutenant governor shall serve
acting governor.

JSECTION 10.  If the governor-elect dies, resigns, or
Is disqualified, the lieutenant governor elected with him
shall succeed to the office of governor for the full term.
If the governor-elect falls to assume office for any other
reason, the lieutenant governor elected with him shall
serve as acting governor, and shall succeed to the office.
if the governor—e_lec_t does not assume his office within six
months Of the beginning of the term.

SECTION 11. In case of a vacancy in the cfflce of
governor for any reason, the lieutenant governor shall



succeed to the office for the remainder of the tern.

. SECTION 13. Provision shall be made by law. for suc-
cession to the office of governor and for an acting gov-
ernor In the event that the lieutenant governor Is unable
to succeed ‘o the office or act as governor. No election
of a lieutenant governor shall be héld except at the
time of electing a governor.

SECTION 14. When the lieutenant governor succeeds
to the office of governor, he shall have the title,
powers, duties, and emoluments of that office.

SECTION 15. The compensation of the governor and
the lieutenant governor shall be prescribed by law and
shall not be diminished during their term of office,
3?'%?3 bta gneral law applying to all salaried of.'isers

Sec. 2. Secs. 2, 3, 4, 5and G Art. XlI, Constitution of

the State of Alaska, are amended to read:

SIR 2

SECTION 2. An Initiative or referendum Is proposed

by an application containing the bill. to be Initiated or
tﬁ/e actpt% Be referred. Hie application sﬁall e signed

by not less than one hundred qualified voters as sponsors,
and shall be filed with the lieutenant governor. If he
finds It In proper form he shall so certify. Denial of
certification shall be subject to Judicial rc lew.

SECTION 3 _After certification of the aPpllcatlon,
a petition containing a summary of the subject matter
shall be prepared by the lieuténant governor for circula-
tion by the sponsors. If signed by qualified voters, equal
In number to ten per cent of those who voted In the preced-
ing general election and resident In at least two-thirds
of the election districts of the State, It may be filed
with the lieutenant governor.

SECTION 4. An Initiative petition may be filed at
any time. The lieutenant r%ove_rnor shall prepare a ballot
title and proposition summarizing the proposed law, and
shall place them on the ballot for the first statewide
election held more than one hundred. twenty days after .
adjournment of the legislative session following the fil-
ing. |If, before the election, substantially the same
measure has been enacted, the petition Is void.

.., .SECTION 5. Areferendym petition be filed .onl
within ninety days after acliljoulpnment ofrTFXe_ Feglsﬁatlvey
session at which the act was passed. Hie lieutenant
governor shall prepare a ballot title and proposition
summarizing the act and shall place them on the ballot
for the fifst statewide election held more than one hun-
dred eighty days after adjournment of that session.

propoS5H™"rliorl ft* .
enacted. If a majority of the votes cast on the proposi
II_?]vor_ the rejection of an aﬂ referred, It Js reJectef‘ 8.
e_lieutenant governor shall certify the election recur:
An initiated law becomes e'fectlve rinety days after cer

flcatlon, is not subject to veto, and mily no} be rePelrf
by the legislature within two years of Its effective

-2



It mey be amended at any time. An act rejected by .
referendum Is void thirty days after certification. Addi-
tional procedures for the initiative and referendum ey be
prescribed by law.

*Sec. 3. Secs. 1 and 3, Art. XIIIl, Constitution of the
state Of Alaska, are amended tO read:

SECTION 1. Amendments to this constitution be
roposed by a two-thirds vote of each house of the legis-
ature. e lieutenant governor shall prepare a ballot
title and proposition summarizing each Proposed amendment,
and shall place them on the ballot for the next statewide
election. If a majority of the votes cast on the Ejro 0-
sition favor the amendment, it shall be adopted. nless
otherwise ro¥|ded In the amendment, it becorpes effective
thirty days after the certitication of the election re-
turns by the lieutenant governor.

. SECTION 3. _If during any ten-year period a consti-
tutional convention has not been held, the lieutenant
governor shall place on the ballot for the next general
election the question:  "Shall there be a Constitutional
Convention?" 'If a majority, of the votes cast on the ques-
tion are in the negative, ‘the ouestlon need not be placed
on the ballot until the end of the next ten-year period.

If a majority of the votes cast on the question are In

the affirmative, dele aties to the_(cionve tion shall be
chosen at the next re§u ar statewide election, unless

the legislature provides for the election of the delegates
at a special election; The lieutenant governor shall Issue
the call for the convention. Unless other provisions

have been made by la**, the call shall conform as_nearly as
possible to the actr calling the Alaska Constitutional "Con-
vention of 1955, Including, but not limited to, number of
members, districts, election and certification of delegates
and submission and ratification of revisions and ordinances
The appropriation provisions of the call shall be self-
executing and shall constitute a first claim on the state

treasury.

* Sec. 4. Sec. 9, Art. XV, Constitution of the State of
Alaska, Is amended to read:

SECTION 9. The first governor and lieutenant governor
shall hold office for a term beginning with the day “on
which they assume office and ending atnoonon the” first
Moi.uuy in . December of the even-numbered %ear following the
next “residential election. This term shall count as”a
full term for Furposes of determining eligibility for re-
electlor only If 1t is four years or more In duration.

* Sec. 5. The amendments proposed by this resolution shall
be placed_before the voters of the staté at the next statewide
election in conformity with sec. 1, art. XIIl, of the Constitu-
tion of the State of ‘Alaska, and the state election code.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2005 LEG|SLAT|VE SESSlON Bill Version: HIR7
() Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction); _Dept. Affected 00G

Title Constitutional Amendment relating RDU Elections

to Secretaries of State references ‘Component Elections

Sponsor presentative, Ande(sol

Requester FioUse State Afas Commitee Component No. 21

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY2006  FY2007 FY2008 FY?2009 FY2010 FY?201

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual Q0 15

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 00 1S Q0 00 00
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | [ | [ [ [
ICHANGE INREVENUES () | | | | | |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollais)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 00 15
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 00 15 00 00 00
Estimate of any current year (FY2005) cost:
Mark this box ( X) if funding for this bill is Included In the Governor*s FY 2006 budget proposal: |
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
If this amendment appears on the 2006 ballot, the cost of providing information about this issue in the

Official Election Pamphlet, as required by AS 15.58 is $1.5. Should the addition of this question require
printing an 8 1/2 by 18 inch ballot the cost will increase to $22.0.

Prepared by:  Lauri Allred, Admin Assistant Supervisor Phone 465-4611

Division Division of Elections Date/Time 2/28/05 9:26 AM
Approved by:  Laura A. Glaiser, Director Date 2/28/2005
Agency Office of the Lt Governor, Division of Elections
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