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HOUSE BILL NO. 442 HEALTH CARE DECISIONS
"An Act relating to the validity of advance health care directives, individual health care instructions, and do not resuscitate orders; 
relating to the revocation of advance health care directives; relating to do not resuscitate orders; relating to resuscitative nr .sures; 
relating to the liability of health care providers and institutions; relating to an individual's capacity fc. making health care decisions; and 
providing for an effective date."
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page If necessary)

This bill follows up on a comprehensive advance directives measure passed by the Legislature 
and signed into law in 2004. HB442 amends current law in several areas, including the validity 
o f healih care directives from other states, clarifying which physicians can issue or revoke 
health care directives on behalf o f a patient, and revising provisions regarding do not resuscitate 
orders.

Though EMTs and other first responders in Alaska will have to be aware o f changes enacted in 
this bill, there is no additional fiscal impact on the Department o f Health and Social Services.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Bruce W eyhrauch
A laska  

St a t e  C a p it o l  
Ju n e a u , A ia s k a  
99801-1182

(907) 465-3744
a la I ^  FAX (907)465-2273

Sponsor Statement for House Bill 442

Passage o f  the Health Care D ecision s A ct (“Alaska A ct”) in 2004 , was an 
important step forward in m odernizing and im proving A laska’s health care laws for 
the term inally ill, their fam ilies, and loved  ones. H ouse Bill 4 42  m akes minor 
changes to the A laska A ct in order to provide clearer direction to those 
im plem enting health care decisions.

Current law  im poses a duty o f investigation upon doctors when carrying out the 
health care directives o f  their patients. H ouse B ill 442  amends the current statute to 
conform  the language in the A laska Act to Uniform  A ct language, thus requiring a 
doctor to act in “good  faith” when tim e is often critica* for their patients. The bill 
also substitutes the wo J “physician” for “attending physician”, to clarify the intent 
that all physicians treating a patient adhere to the patient’s advanced health care 
directives. Finally, H ouse B ill 442  clarifies when CPR m ay be used, addresses the 
validity o f  orders from other jurisdictions, and indicates under what circum stances 
a D o  N ot R esuscitate order m ay be revoked.

The Health Care D ecision s A ct has been beneficial and important for all A laskans 
in letting term inally ill patients have their w ishes heard. House Bill 442  helps 
caregivers carry out those w ishes.
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This bill follows up on a comprehensive advance directives measure passed by the Legislature 
and signed into law in 2004 HB442 amends current law in several areas, including the validity 
of health care directives from other states, clarifying which physicians can issue or revoke 
health care directives on behalf o f  a patient, and revising provisions regarding do not resuscitate 
orders.

Though EMTs and other first responders in Alaska will have to be aware o f  changes enacted in 
this bill, there is no additional fiscal impact on the Department o f Health and Social Services.

Richard M andsaqer. M.D.
RufeliC Hfifllltl.
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