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House Dill 329

Bail Restrictions
An Act relating to bail ami unlawful evasion.

If a d e fe n d a n t fails to m e e t the c o u r t 's  co n d itio n s  to m ee t bail un til tria l, th en  the 
d e fe n d a n t sh o u ld  n o t be a llo w ed  to leav e  te m p o ra rily  b ased  o n  th e  " so ften in g "  o f those 
co n d itio n s . N o t o n ly  d o es  it c rea te  p ro b lem s for th e  p riso n s  to h a v e  them  com e a n d  go, 
b u t ju s t b ecau se  th ey  a re  o n  te m p o ra ry  re lease  for a fu n era l o r  b ir th  d o es  n o t m ean  that 
they  a re  a n y  less o f a d a n g e r  to the  pub lic  o r  flight risk.

T he p ro v is io n s  o f HB 329:

• In creases  th e  p e n a lty  for u n law fu l ev as io n  from  a class A m isd e m e a n o r  to a 
c lass C  felony.

• P ro h ib its  th e  c o u rt from  a llo w in g  a d e fe n d a n t to  be re le a sed  te m p o ra rily  or 
p e rio d ic a lly  befo re  o r a fte r conviction .

I ask  for y o u r  c o n s id e ra tio n  an d  s u p p o r t of HB 329 to s tre n g th e n  o u r c u rre n t bail 
re s tr ic tio n  law s.

D IS T R IC T  16

B IR C I IW O O D  •  B U T T E  •  C H U G IA K  •  E K L U T N A  •  F A IR V IE W  LO O P

K N IK  R IV E R  R O A D  • L A Z Y  M O U N T A IN  •  P A LM E R  •  P E TE R S  C R E E K

mailto:RcprLscntauvc_Bill_Stoltze@legis.statc.ak.us


5 of 9 DOCUMENTS

Copyright 2005 Associated Press 
All Rights Reserved

The Associated Press State & Local Wire

These materials nay not be republished withoui the express written consent of The Asso­
ciated Press

October 22.2005, Saturday, BC cycle

SECTION: State and Regional 

LENGTH: 281 words

HEADLINE: Troopers arrest Palmer fugitive 

DATELINE: ANCHORAGE. Alaska 

BODY:

A 19-year-old state prisoner on the lam after being allowed to attend his father's funeral was recaptured.

The Alaska Fugitive Task Force arrested John Pearl Smith II of Palmer Friday night at a Wasilla home.

Sm th was wanted on six felony warrants for violating conditions of his release. Smith escaped Oct. 14.

He had been was awaiting trial on charges that include kidnapping, assault, arson and robbery. He w as charged 
with the September, 2004 armed robbery of a 45-year-old man as the man's home.

Troopers said Smith and two other men stole guns, cash and jewelry and took the man's pickup truck io a bank to 
steal money using his automatic teller card. The pickup truck was found torched.

Smith's tather, John "Junkman John" Smith, died Oct. 8 at age 62. The younger Smith's lawyer asked the slate to al­
low the teenager to leave Mat-Su Pre-Trial to attend the funeral.

Judge Beverly Cutler did not require a court officer to accompany Smith. Instead, she appointed Smith's mother as 
Ins third-party custodian and required him to wear an electronic monitor, an ankle bracelet with a global positioning unit 
attached.

Smith read a tribute to his faiher at a memorial service. His mother, Christine Ace. told authorities she stepped into 
the bathroom after the service and Smith tied. Troopers said he cut the ankle bracelet off.

Smith had not been convicted of crimes as an adult. Authorities said the teenager had escaped from confinement as 
a juvenile one other time and has a record of charges involving violent crimes.

Troopers warned that he would be considered armed and dangerous.

Smith was jailed with, bail set at S275.UOO. troopers said.

LOAD-DATE: October .'3. 2005
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LENGTH: 892 words

HEADLINE: Inmate flees after attending father'' "ineral;
JOHN PEARL SMITH; Released to the custody of his mother, man cuts ankle bracelet, escapes near Butte 

BYLINE: By KYLE HOPKINS, Anchorage Daily News 

DATELINE: PALMER - 

BODY:

About 6:30 p.m. Friday, John Pearl Smith stood and read a tribute to his father at a memorial service in the Butte, 
saying he wished he could have been there when his dad died, or at least been able to spend more time with him.

"Everybody was very proud ot him," said Smith's mother, Christine Ace.

A 19-ycar-old inmate at Mat-Su Pre-Trial facing a slew of charges, Smith hadn't seen his family much lately. Bui a 
Palmer judge allowed him a few hours away from jail wearing a tracking device and in the custody of his mother to say 
goodbye to his father, who died days before.

Then after the funeral, when his mother says she stepped into the bathroom. Smith fled.

According to Alaska State Troopers, he cut the ankle bracelet authon les used to keep up with him while he at­
tended his father's service and disappeared. As of Saturday night, the teenager -- whom authorities say has escaped from 
confinement one other time and has a record of charges involving violent crimes -- was still at large and considered 
armed and dangerous by troopers.

The current charges pending against Smith include first-degree burglary, roloery, vehicle theft, weapons miscon­
duct and felony assault, among others. He had been confined more than year awaiting disposition of those charges.

"He's not a nice kid," said Sgt. Jay Barnhardt, a shift supervisor working at Mat-Su Pre-Trial on Saturday.
Barnhardt wouldn't go into detail, but said, "He's been in our lockdown unit (for problem inmates) for quite some time.”

Smith entered McLaughlin Youth Center before reaching his teens, his mother said, and has fallen in and out of 
trouble ever since.

Ace described her son as a highly intelligent, charismatic young man who despite past gun and assault charges, 
"wouldn't hurt a flea." She stood on her porch in Palmer Saturday afternoon looking under the hood of a pickup and 
then pausing to smoke a cigarette as she described the previous 24 hours.

The family is stunned, she said. "His dad died and he does this at that time? That was really ... How can I say this 
without saying a cussword?"

Smith's father, John "Junkman John” Smith, died Oct. 8 at age 62, according to his obituary. The younger Smith's 
lawyer asked the state to allow the teenager to leave Mat-Su Pre-Trial to attend the funeral, assistant district attorney 
Richard Payne said.

Corrections officers sometimes escort inmates when they go on this type of temporary leave. Barnhardt said.

But the court didn't make that requirement in Smith's case. In authorizing the leave, the judge appointed Smith's 
mother as his third-party custodian and restricted his absence to just a few hours. Smith would also have lo wear an 
electronic monitor - a kind of rubber ankle bracelet with a GPS unit attached.



Inmate flees after attending fathers funeral;JOHN PEARL SMITH: Rel
Page 10

The judge who signed the order, Beverly Cutler, couldn't be reached for comment Saturday. Payne said it's com­
mon to allow inmates to attend family members' funerals.

And despite the escape. Payne said, allowing an inmate to attend his father's memorial service was the right deci­
sion.

"The court did a very fine job in narrowing what he could do, and showing the level of mercy that I think the aver­
age citizen wants our court system to show," he said.

Payne said he didn't know why the court didn't have a corrections officer, rather than a family member, escort 
Smith, although someone would have had to pay for the officer's time.

Ace said she took custody of her son around 4 p.m. on Friday. Smith changed clothes and the family drove in a
small, borrowed car to the Butte Community Center for the memorial service.

Afterward. Ace said, she and Smith went to a family member’s house in the Butte about 8:30 p.m., half an hour be­
fore he was due back at jail. When Smith went into his brother's room to change, Ace says she ducked into the bath­
room.

When she came out. Smith had vanished, she said. "1 go out and say, 'Where's John ? And everybody went. 'In the 
garage,' and I go. No he's not.' "

Later, someone discovered *he ankle bracelet inside the borrowed car, Ace sai 1. It could not be learned precisely 
how he shed the device.

Friday's episode is not the first time Smith has been involved in an escape.

At age 14 in 2000, troopers claimed he and another boy beat up the youth counselor who was guarding them, and 
ran away after a court hearing in Palmer, according to Daily News archives. At the time, Smith faced charges of break­
ing into homes and stealing firearms.

Troopers didn't catch the boys for three days.

Then in July of 2004, a month after h turned 18, troopers said. Smith crashed a stolen pickup while racing with
another teen in the Butte. Later that summer, authorities again arrested Smith, this time in connection with the armed 
robbery i x a 45-year-old man.

At the time, troopers said Smith and two other men were accused of stealing guns, cash and jewelry, then taking the 
victim's Ford pickup to a nearby ATM to use his stolen bank card. They later doused the truck in gasoline and set it on 
fire, troopers said.

Payne, who prosecuted many of the cases against Smith, said Saturday that Smith hasn't been convicted of any of 
the charges levied against him as an adult.

Troopers asked that anyone who has seen Smith call 745-2131, or their local police department.

Contact reporter Kyle Hopkms at khopkins@adn.com or call 352-6710

GRAPHIC: Alaska State Troopers: Smith 

LOAD-DATE: October 17. 2005
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Schedule Vour 
Pre-Winter 

Maintenance 
Today!

7 4 5 - 8 6 6 2 ' '

t ir e  w u iu w
reach its goal of dedicating 
2,005 miles by die end of the

in the borough.
Over die ensuing two years.

../one working department and Uius no 
a common goal and record of total mileage. See TRAILS, Page A3

A c c u s e d  r o b b e r  d i d n ’ t  m a k e  i t  b a c k  t o  j a i l
J u d g e  g a v e  m a n  c h a r g e d  w ith  k id n a p p in g , th e ft p e r m is s io n  to  a tten d  fa th e r ’s  fu n era l

(•8828 07001

MARY AMES
FtuntiefVTun reporter

PALMER —  A  Was 11 la man 
charged with a kidnapping at 
gunpoint and a string of 
burglaries and vehicle thefts 
in the Valley ond Soldotna 
remained at large Saturday, a 
day after failing to return to 
jail from a court-approved 
trip Ir the Uutte to attend his 
father's funeral, according lo 
Alaska Stale TVoopcrs.

Palmer Superior Court 
Judge Beverly Cutler on 
Thursday gave John Pearl 
Smith II, 19, permission to 
venture outside the jail 
between 3:30-9 p.m. Friday 
for the funeral of John Pearl 
Smith.

Culler refused a request by

Smith's mother, Christine 
Ace, however, to allow her 
son 1 2 hours of freedom so 
they could buy 
clothes for him at 
Wal-Mart and 
pick up his 
brother and sister.

"N o  judge in 
Alaska would let 
him have that 
much freedom, 
with his history,"
Cutler said at 
T h u r s d a y ' s  
hearing, at wliich 
Smitli was sched­
uled to — but did 
not —  enter a 
change of pica. "What does 
he have to lose if he tries to 
crawl in a ceilhig tile at Wal- 
Mart? I've been dealing with

Courtuy Atafci Sul.
Thmpara

Jo h n  P. S m ith  II

him since he was 13. The 
reason for incarceration is the 
cost of what you've done."

Cutler settled on 
Smith being 
released with 
monitoring by 
Alaska Monitoring 
Systems, including 
a global-posi- 
tioning system 
device.

She ordered 
Smith not to 
ccasume alcohol 
or medication, not 
to be in public 
places, not to be 
around firearms 

and required him to be in the 
custody of his mother at *he 
Butte Community Center 
from his release at 3:30 p in.

:ltl

Saturday until his required 
return to Mat-Su Pre-Trial 
Facility at 9 pan.

Despite her 
e x p r e s s e d  
m i s g i v i n g s ,
Cutler did not 
order any law - 
enforcement offi­
cers to escort 
Smith to and 
from the funeral.

Smith report­
edly made it to 
the funeral but 
then left and,

according^ to Jnh n p sm ith  II, a t 

M o n i t o r i n g  a he a rin g Thu rsday .

Systems, sliced

return to Mat-Su Pre-Tria 
Facility.

Trooper spokesman Greg 
Wilkinson on 
Saturday • said 
troopers had not 
received any infor­
mation about where 
Smith might be, and 
no reports that he 
had committed any 
criminal offtnses 
beyond failing to 
return to jail as 
scheduled.

Smith had
appeared in court 
Thursday so his 
attorney,
Chaffin

through a rubber ankle 
monitor about 2 0  minutes 
before he was supposed to

Anchorage, could

Shelley
of

enter a

See SM ITH , Page A?

748828070019
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Continued from Page Ai
L'duatrial Development sr.£  
Hxpurt Authority official* 
about terms tor accuri. g a 515- 
mlllion loon backed by AIDEA 
and a 59-million bank loan, 
with which AIDEA w ill partic­
ipate.

D ie assembly was primed, 
at its Sept. 20 meeting, to 
authorize 3crough Manager 
John Duffy to begin negotia­
tions with JL Properties for the 
$41.25-million ski area and 
residential resort, but called 
for public hearings on the plan 
at the urging of members Bill 
A llen and Talis Colberg. 
Colberg and Allen insisted

w itn me pian to roan into 
negotiations without allowing 
the public to have some input.

Alien also questioned ties 
between assembly member 
Tim Colvcr and AIDEA board 
i  'iair Mike Barry.

Die assembly held a work 
session Thursday to address 
Allen's concerns about Colver 
and Barry, as well as other 
main points o f the plans.

Also on the agenda is a 
public hearing regarding tl\e 
Meadow Lakes
Comprehensive Plan, another 
topic some feel they have so 
far been denied an opportu­
n ity to address..

Conlocl D n n t ll L  Brtese at 
352-2267.

omitn
Continued from Pape AI

change c f  plea for her client 
to two counts of first-degree 
burglary, one count of first- 
degree robbery, two counts o f 
first-degree vehicle theft, one 
count of second-degree theft 
one count of third-degree 
weapons m isconduct and 
one count of reckless driving 
and go to trial on several 
other charges.

Smith had second 
thoughts, however, and 
opted for a trial after Cutler 
sa id  he could receive a 
possible sentence o f-6 6 -years- d r-a-w-i-n-g- 
on the 1 0  charges against money from

They drove away in  Fuger'a 
2003 Ford F-250 ciew-ceb 
pickup truck, le av ing  h im  
bound at the w ris ts  w ith  
phone cord, fists w rapped in 
packing tape and f«*» id le d  
w ith a belt.

D ie fire-gutted . w as 
found on Die next rim on 
Maud Road near M uu Lake 
outside Palmer.

Twelve minutes after Fuger 
reported the robbery to 
troopers, a security camera at 
Wells Fargo

“/Vo judge in Alaska 
would let hint have 
that much freedom, 
with his history. ”

in Wasilla 
r e c o r d  ed  
two people 
w i t h -

= C A R =
R E N T A L S

S-AJLES_
AUTO DETAILING BYAPPT. V/E SELL CAPS AND VANS 9 0 7 -3 7 ^ -3 0 2 3

T w i n d l y  B r i d g e  
C h a r t e r  S c h o o l
Mat-Su Borough School District
A K -12 program ttiaf bridges home, school & 

community learning.

Enrichment Sessions Offered At Our Facility
• Art • Music • Robotics & Technology • Science • Math 

• Social Studies • World Language • Language Arts

Additional Sessions for our students at 
Babcock Fine Arts Academy:

Choir, ltd by Janet Stotts, Director, Alaska Children's Choir 
Musical Theater Production Group, directed by Kellie Van Dyke 
Ballet, Tap and Jan, directed by Sonya's School ol Dance 
Gymnastics Tumbelena
Mutd-age K!2 Art Sessions, led by Gall Moses 
Traditional Japanese Karate, led by Sensel Michael A. Taylor

F o r m o r e  In fo rm a tid h t
376-6680

230 E. Paulson, Ste. #76 • Wasilla Business Park 
(Back tide ot Business Park)

www.twindlybridge.org

him.
“Don’t do anything if  you 

don't know what you're 
do ing,” Ace to ld her son, 
while sitting behind him at 
Thursday's hearing

Smith's first trial date was 
set for Oct. 24.

According to court docu­
ments, Smith and two accom­
plices, Kasey M alay and 
Yancee McDaniel, waited in 
W illiam  Fuger's home Sept 
13,2004, for him  to get home 
and, when Fuger arrived. 
Smith pointed a gun at him 
and told him to freeze. They 
allegedly tied up Fuger, put a 
pillowcase on his head and 
forced him at gunpoint to 
g ive up keys to his safe, 
money from his wallet, his 
ATM card and personal 
identification number.

Fuger's captors grabbed 
S500 from Fuger's w alle t, 
52,500 from his safe, $3,500 
worth of jewelry, a video

the ATM.
P a l me r  
police inves- 
1 1 g a t o r
D -v a y  n e 
Shelton, 
who has had 
m a n y
contacts with Smith over the 
previous six years, identified 
one of the men as Smith.

Palmer police arrested 
Smith, then 16, s ix days later 
during a traffic stop. O fficer 
Donna Anthony found a 
9mm Witness handgun and 
several empty bo ttles o f 
M ike's Herd Lemonade in 
the ear.

The 9mm handgun turned 
out to be one that was stolen 
from Fuger.

Before the Fuger robbery, 
on Aug 25, Smith and 
anoLhcr accomplice a lleged ly 
stole a 1999 O ldsm obile 
Bravada from a Palmer resi­
dence, drove it to Soldotna

there. The loo* from tin t heist 
inc luded five unarm s, two 
Mag-Lite flash lights and a 
backpack. On the way back to 
Palmer, Smith reportedly fell 
asleep at the wheel and 
crashed the Bravada.

Smith fled, according to 
troopers, and h is a lleged 
accomplice, Brent LaFnvc, 
gave the troopers who 
responded to the wreck a 
false name for Smith 

Troopers found *pv»'-l 
stolen firearm.-, 
in the back scat 
of the Bravada 
that were later 
linked to burg la­
ries in Soldotna 
and Wasilla.

— Superior Court . SepI' \6' 
t j  0 1 ^ - 7  LaFave told Judge Beverly Cutler, troopers Smith
before allowing John was d riv ing  the

Smith to attend his Bravada and
f ilh t r 's / m t n L  '.V l

burglary.
Kasey Malay pleaded no 

contest Oct. 7,2004 to charges 
o f kidnapping, first-degree 
burg lary , first-degree
robbery, third-degTee assault, 
fou r counts of second-degree 
firearm  theft, first-degree 
vehicle theft and one count of 
crim inal mischief.

Yancee McDaniel faced the 
same charges, but prosecu­
tors dismissed them Oct. 20. 
2004.

Troopers say Smith should 
be considered armed e ra  
dangerous and that people 
shou ld not try to detain ium. 
Anyone who secs Smith is 
asked to call troopers, 745- 
2131, or local police.

Around the Valley
Big Lake Chamber 

meeting Wednesday
BIG LAKE — D ie next 

membership meeting of the 
Big Lake Chamber of 
Commerce w ill be 
Wednesday at noon at 
Mahoney's in the East Lake 
Mall.

The scheduled guest 
speaker is Carolyn Johnson, 
from Alaska Dog and Puppy 
Rescue.

Interested people may 
contact Randi Perlman at

892-6109 for additional
information.

Public hearing slated 
on Knik River access  
MAT-SU — Sen. Charlie 

Huggins and Rep. Bill Stoitze 
are hosting a public meeting 
D iursday on their Knik R iver 
Public Use Area legislation. 
The meeting, which is sched­
uled from 7-9 p.m. at Butte 
Elementary School, w ill give 
the public another chance to 
provide their comments and

A L K Q T A  P L U M B I N G

S HEATING* INC.
i s  n ow  se rv in g  th e  Mat-Su V a l ley  Fo r 
a l l  y o u r  Heating a n d  P Il m b in g  n e e d s .

CaEI t o U  f r e e :  1 - 8 6 b  3 3 2 - 5 3 2 5
Ancho rage  h a s  g row n  to  lo v e  ou r 

g re a t  s e r v ic e  w e  a r e  s u r e  th e  
Mat-Su Va l le y  w i l l  too .

Call and Mention this ad and we will give you 
$25.00 off your first service with us.

opinions or. the proposed b ill 
before the Legislature's 
upcoming session.

People who signed up to 
speak at tine last meeting w ill 
have fu st priority to testify ar 
th is meeting.

Acupuncture seminar 
scheduled

MAT-SU — D ie Alaska 
C lub in Wasilla w ill host an 
acupuncture sem inar 
D iu rsday from 7-8 p.m. a: die 
fac ility  in the Creekside Plaza 
m Wasilla.

Participants w ill learn 
Asian-oriented health a rc  
fitness strategics, with a focus 
on wellness, prevention and 
potential.

K ev in  M cdd lc to r and 
Samantha Berg, licensed 
acupunctu ris ts w ith the 
A laska Center for
Acupuncture, based in 
Palmer, w ill provide instruc­
tion at the seminar.

j ntiMHia -sxiiso MMM* U MSI)SOI J.I ISM

HOW DO YOU TEACH AN IRA 
TO “ROLLOVER”?

For answers call Rene Russ, CMFC 
Mat-Su Valley 907-354-8864 
Financial Questions?

P f im n n a l f r a r *  Anautm r+I
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