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Due to the short tim e rem aining this session, the sponsor has asked consideration in 
m oving SB 251 from  the H ouse Special C om m ittee on Education. If  you concur, please 
sign below .

S B  2 5 1  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  i m m u n i z a t i o n  f o r  m e n i n g i t i s  o f  

p o s t s e c o n d a r y  s t u d e n t s  r e s i d i n g  o n  c a m p u s .

T his bill w ould ensure that post-secondary schools that do not have on-eam pus 
dorm itories or overnight facilities be exem pted  from the notification requirem ent 
currently  in place, w hile insuring that students whi vvill be utilizing school residential 
facilities arc advised o f  related health risks prior to tak ing  up residence there.
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Rep. Les Gara
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A la s k a  S la te  L e g is la tu re

Senator Con Bunde 
Senate D istrict P

Vice Chair: Senate Finance Committee 
Chair: Senate Labor & Commerce Committee

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

S B  2 5 1  

P o s t s e c o n d a r y  S t u d e n t s  M e n i n g i t i s  I m m u n i z a t i o n

M e n in g o c o c ca l d ise a se  is a s e r io u s ly  c o n ta g io u s , b u t p re v e n ta b le  b a c te r ia l in fe c tio n  that can 
q u ic k ly  im p a ir  o r  ev en  be fatal i f  g o n e  u n n o tic e d . It sp re a d s  th ro u g h  the  a ir  o r  from  person  to 
p e rso n  th ro u g h  o ra l c o n ta c t o r  sh a rin g  o f  item s. G iv en  th a t k n o w le d g e , it is q u ite  o b v io u s  tha t 
c o lle g e  d o rm ito r ie s  w o u ld  b e  an  ideal b re e d in g  g ro u n d  fo r m e n in g itis . In o rd e r  to  b e tte r  in fo rm  
s tu d en ts  o f  th is  r isk , leg is la tio n  w as  e n a c te d  in 2005 to  re q u ire  th a t p o s t- s e c o n d a ry  ed ucation  
fac ilitie s  in fo rm  its s tu d e n ts  o f  the  risk s  o f  m en in g itis  a n d  re tr ie v e  s ig n e d  d o c u m e n ta tio n  that the  
s tu d e n t has rec e iv e d  th is  in fo rm a tio n . T h is  is a  p ro v is io n  th a t w a s  n e w ly  e n a c te d  w ith  the 
p a ssa g e  o f  MB 185 in 2005 .

A consequence  o f  th is  leg is la tio n  is th a t no w  even  p o s t-s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o ls  th a t d o  not hav e  on- 
ca m p u s  d o rm ito r ie s  o r  o v e rn ig h t fac ilitie s  m u st d isse m in a te  re la te d  a d v is o ry  in fo rm a tio n , ob tain  
s ig n e d  s ta te m e n ts  a c k n o w le d g in g  re c e ip t o f  th e  in fo rm a tio n  b y  e a ch  s tu d e n t, an d  re ta in  these 
reco rd s  on file . T h is  w o u ld  in c lu d e  “ d a y  s c h o o l” ty p e  p ro g ra m s  a n d  s h o r t-c o u rs e  p ro g ram s such  
as so ftw a re  tra in in g  o r  o th e r  s im ila r  a v o c a tio n a l w o rk sh o p s  w h e re  s tu d e n ts  a re  on  site  o n ly  for 
th e ir  in s tru c tio n . T h e  sc h o o ls  an d  tra in in g  fac ilitie s  in q u e s tio n  d o  n o t o f fe r  re s id e n tia l liv ing  
o p tio n s , m ak in g  the  a p p lic a tio n  o f  th is  n o tic e  and  reco rd s  re te n tio n  re q u ire m e n t in ap p ro p ria te  to 
the  c irc u m stan c e . D o in g  so  c re a te s  an u n d u e  a d m in is tra tiv e  b u rd en  fo r th e  sh o rt-c o u rse  and  
n o n res id en tia l sch o o l a d m in is tra to rs  an d  the  s tu d e n ts  th ey  se rv e .

SB  251 w o u ld  e n su re  th a t th ey  be e x e m p te d  from  the  n o tif ic a tio n  re q u ire m e n t c u rre n tly  in p lace , 
w h ile  in su rin g  th a t s tu d e n ts  w h o  w ill be u til iz in g  schoo l re s id e n tia l fa c ili tie s  a re  ad v ised  o f  
re la ted  h ea lth  risks p r io r  to  tak in g  up re s id e n c e  there.



S e n a t e  B i l l :  251
S h o r t  T i t l e :  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  S t u d e n t  M e n i n g i t i s  I m m u n i z a t i o n  

S p o n s o r :  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e

C u r r e n t  V e r s i o n :  S B  251  

C o n t a c t :  J a n e  A l b e r t s ,  4 6 5 - 4 8 4 3  

S u m m a r y :

•  E x e m p ts  p o s t s e c o n d a ry  ed u c a tio n a l in s titu tio n s  w ith o u t d o rm ito ry  
fac ilitie s  (d ay -sc h o o l ty p e  in stru c tio n ) from  re q u ire m e n t to  d is tr ib u te  
in fo rm a tio n  to its p ro sp e c tiv e  s tu d en ts  re g a rd in g  m e n in g itis

B e n e f i t s :

•  red u c e s  u n n e c e ssa ry  p a p e rw o rk  fo r s tu d e n ts  an d  a d m in is tra to rs  in these  
“ d a y -s c h o o l” ty p e  p ro g ra m s

•  w o u ld  e n su re  th a t th e y  be e x em p ted  from  the n o tif ic a tio n  re q u ire m e n t 
c u rre n tly  in p lac e , w h ile  in su rin g  th a t s tu d e n ts  w h o  w ill be  u tiliz in g  schoo l 
res id e n tia l fac ilitie s  a re  a d v ise d  o f  re la te d  h ea lth  r isk s  p r io r  to  tak in g  up 
re s id e n c e  th ere .

B a c k g r o u n d  :

•  In 2 0 0 5 , the  p a ssa g e  o f  MB 185 req u ired  p o s t-se c o n d a ry  sc h o o ls  to 
d is tr ib u te  in fo rm a tio n  to p ro sp e c tiv e  s tu d e n ts  re g a rd in g  m e n in g itis  an d  
re tr ie v e  th e ir  c o n f irm in g  s ig n a tu re s  v e rify in g  th e ir  re c e ip t o f  th is 
in fo rm a tio n . T h is  ac tio n  w as d eem ed  n e c essa ry  b e c a u s e  d o rm ito r ie s  m ake 
fo r an  ideal b re e d in g  g ro u n d  for m en in g itis  b a c te ria  d u e  to  the  c lo se  
p ro x im ity  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts

•  T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  MB 185 is that no w  p o s t-se c o n d a ry  sc h o o ls  w ithou t 
d o rm ito r ie s  a re  a lso  re q u ire d  to d is tr ib u te  th is in fo rm a tio n  a n d  co llec t 
s ig n a tu re s  ev en  w h e n  the  th rea t o f  m en in g itis  is re d u c e d



FISCAL NOTE
ST A T E  O F  A L A SK A
2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E SSIO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________ ‘
Title An Act relating to immunization for meningitis of
postsecondary s tuden ts  residing on campus._____________________

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:
‘ rdu

1
SB 251
3/1/06

Education
ACPE

Component Program Admin. & Operations
Sponsor
Requester

(S)Labor & Commerce
(S) HES

E xpend itu re s/R evenues

_  Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2738

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Serv ices
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Misce l laneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I '

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federa l Rece ip ts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Rece ip ts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Tvpe--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate  of anv  c u r re n t y e a r (FY2006) c o s t: 0.0
Mark th is  box  (X) if fu nd ino  f r th is  bill is  in c lu d ed  in the  G o v e rn o r 's  FY 2007 b u d g e t  p ro p o sa l:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill amends language to require Alaska postsecondary institutions to provide notice regarding 
meningococcal disease and maintain records of notice only to students who intend to reside in campus 
housing.

The Commission would implement Dy providing due notice to Alaska institutions and amending this 
requirement within its institutional authorization compliance review program.

Diane Barrans, Executive DirectorPrepared by:
Division Executive Office____________________ .
Approved by: Diane Barrans. Executive Director ____
Agency Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education

Phone 465-6740
Date/Time 2/3/06 11 45 AM

Date 2/3/2006

(Revistd 9(7/2005 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______________
Title Pos tsecondary  Student Meningitis Immunization

Dept. Affected:
|RDU ________
Component ________

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(S) Publish Date:
SB 251
3/1/06

University of Alaska

Sponsor
Requester

Expend itu re s/R evenues

Component No. 

( T h o u s a n d s  of Do l la r s )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation un less  otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Persona l Serv ices
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
M isce l laneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federa l Rece ip ts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Rece ip ts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim a te  o f any  c u rre n t y e a r (FY2006) co st: 0.0
Mark th is  box (X) if fu nd ing  for th is  bill is in c lu d ed  in th e  G o v e rn o r 's  FY 2007 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill would have no fiscal impact on the University.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Pat Pitney Phone 907-450-8191
University of Alaska Date/Time 2/27/06 12:00 AM
Pat Pitney Date 2/27/2006
University of Alaska

(Rovsud 9/7/2005 OMB) Page 1 of 1



"A la sk a  S tu d e n t  L o a n s  - A u t h o r i z e d l n f o  P ag e  1 o f  1

A B O UT US HOME
A laskA dvantaoe™  P rog ra m s 
C om n igsjonJ l e m berg  
C orpo. u tion  B oard 
S e n io r  S ta f f

O U R  H IS T O R Y

A U T H O R IZ A T IO N  IN F O  
FO R ALASKA SC H O O L S

P R E S S  R ELEA SES

P U B L IC A T IO N S

PU B L IC  N O T IC E S

ST A T U TE S & 
R EG U L A T IO N S

CO N TA CT U S

A uthor iza t ion  In fo rm a t io n  for  
Alaska Schools

In  an e f fort t m in im ize  the a dm in is t r a t i v e  bu rd en  p laced on schoo ls re su lt ing  from 
re q u i r em en ts ,  ACPE has pa r tne red  w i th  th e  A laska D epa r tm en t of Labor and Workfo 
D eve lopm en t ' s  Divis ion of B u s in e ss  P a r tn e r sh ips to s t r e am l in e  regu la to ry  ove r s igh t  
m a in ta in in g  comp l iance s ta n d a rd s .  T o ge th e r ,  w e  p rov ide  for the protection and we l f  
c i t i z en s  o f A laska th rough the o v e r s ig h t  o f  an d  suppo r t  for i ts po s t se conda ry  e d u ca t  
in s t i tu t io n s . We s e rv e  this sh a red  m is s io n  b y  e s tab l i sh in g  m in im um  s ta n d a rd s  conre  
o f e d uca t ion , e th ica l bu s in e s s  p ra c t i c e s ,  in s t i tu t io na l f isca l re spons ib i l i ty , and s tuden  
s a fe ty .

All e duca t ion a l  p rov ide rs  and the p ro g r am s  th e y  o ffer m u s t  e i the r be au tho r ized  or c 
be  e x em p t  from  au thor iza t ion to op e ra te  in A la ska . I f  you a re  cons ider ing offer ing f 
e d u ca t io n  in th e  s ta te  o f A laska , y o u r  f i r s t  s tep  shou ld  be comple t ing th is  genera l in 
farm.

For m ore  in fo rmat ion abou t  r e q u i r em e n t s  for po s t se con da ry  educa t ion  prov ide rs  yoi 
ou r f re q u e n t ly .a s k e d  .qu e s t ion s .

Add it iona l q u e s t io n s  abou t  a u th o r i z a t io n  or ex em p t ion  of po s t se conda ry  schoo ls  in A 
u s  an em a i l , or g ive  u s  a call a t  (907) 269-2002.

A la s k a  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  I m u n iz a t io n  A c t
In  an e f fo r t  to in c rea se  public aw a r e n e s s  o f m en ingococca l d isea se , the A laska Post: 
Im m un iz a t io n  Act w as  s igned into law  on May 18, 2005. The new  law requ ire s  th a t  ; 
p ro v id e r s  g ive  w r it ten notice to each  s t u d e n t  re ga rd ing  men ingococca l d isea se  a s  d« 
s t a tu te .  The educa t ion a l  p rov ide r m u s t  ob ta in  a s ig n a tu r e  from each s tu d en t  ind ica t 
s t u d e n t  has e i the r 1) rece ived  an im m un iz a t io n  a g a in s t  the d is ea se , or 2) re ce ived  v 
no ti f ica t ion in form ing them  of m en in go co cca l  d i s e a s e .  A sam p le  form tha t  m ay  be u 
the new re qu ir em en t  can be s a v e d  to  y o u r  ha rd  d r ive  whe re  you r  o rgan iza t ion ’s  le tt 
b e  in se r te d . You may  a lso  down load  th e s e  f r e q uen t ly  a s k e d  qu e s t io n s  and an sw e rs  1 
d is tr ibu t ion .

I ABOUT US I I STUDENTS I I PARENTS I IK-12 PROFESSIONALS! | APPLICANTS/CURRENT E 
I FINANCIAL AID PROFESSIONALS! I OUTREACH PARTNERSi .0 8. A. CONTACT

Copyright 2004 ACPE and the State of Alaska, All Rights Reserved 
Privacy Policy Legal Discla imer

http://alaskaaclvantage.state.ak.us/paye/23 2/27/2006
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[IN S E R T  E D U C A T IO N A L  P R O V ID E R  LETTERHEAD]

MENINGITIS 
K n o w  Y o u r  R i s k  

L e a r n  A b o u t  V a c c i n a t i o n

Im portan t Notice:
Inform ation in this handout has been gathered from  the Alaska Postsecondary Student Imm unization 
Act (HB185), signed into law effective M ay 18, 2005. A dditional in form ation  was gathered from the 
Alaska D epartm ent of Health and Social Services' Division of Public H ealth and the Web site of the 
Am erican College Health Association at http://w w w .acha.org/projects_progranis/m eningitis. The 
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE) cannot provide medical inform ation and is 
not responsible for any medical inform ation provided to schools o r to students. For questions specific 
to meningitis, im m unization, and related diseases, please consult a qualified medical professional.

Did you know?
• M eningococcal disease is a contagious but largely preventable bacterial infection that most often 

leads to meningitis, an inflammation of the membranes surrounding the brain and spinal cord, or 
a condition called meningococcal septicemia, which is an infection of the blood.

• M eningococcal disease is caused by bacteria called Neisseria meningitidis that are spread 
person-to-person through the air (usually by sneezing or coughing), through direct contact with an 
infected person, such as oral contact with shared items like cigarettes or drinking glasses, or 
through intimate contact, such as kissing. This disease is not as contagious as things like the 
common cold or the flu, and it is not spread by casual contact or by simply breathing the air 
where a person with meningitis has been.

• Meningococcal disease is a serious illness that can lead to death within a few hours of onset; 
one out of ten cases is fatal, and in one out of seven survivors it can lead to severe and permanent 
disabilities, such as brain damage, hearing loss, seizures, or limb amputation.

W liat are the symptoms of meningococcal disease?
• High fever, headache, and stiff neck are common symptoms of meningitis in anyone over the age 

of 2 years. A rash may also develop over parts of the body, or the entire bodv. Other symptoms 
include nausea, vomiting, discomfort looking into bright lights, confusion, and sleepiness. These 
symptoms can develop over several hours, or they may take 1 to 2 days. As the disease 
progresses, seizures may develop. If  you notice these symptoms -  in yourself, friends, or others 
you should contact your college health service or local hospital immediately.

Who is at risk for meningococcal disease?
« Anyone can get meningococcal meningitis, but scientific evidence suggests that college freshmen

living in campus housing are at moderately increased risk to get this disease when compared to 
the general college population. The reasons for this increased risk are still not known for certain, 
but factors may include such things as crowded living situations, bar patronage, active or passive 
smoking, irregular sleep patterns, and sharing personal items.

Page 1 of 2
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• Other risk groups include infants and young children, household contacts to a person with 
meningococcal disease, refugees from parts of the world with high rates of meningococcal 
disease, laboratory workers who work with this bacteria, and military recruits.

A re th e re  v acc in es n ua in s t n ie iiiim ococca l disease?
• Yes, there are two safe and effective vaccines that protect against four strains of the bacteria that 

cause meningococcal disease -  serogroups A, C, Y, and VV135. Immunization against 
meningococcal disease will decrease the risk of contracting the illness from these meningococcal 
strains.

How can m en in go cocca l d isea se  b e  p reven ted?
• M any cases of meningococcal disease can be prevented. The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention and the American College Health Association recommend that all first-year students 
living in residence halls be vaccinated against meningococcal disease. All other college students 
under the age of 25 years who wish to reduce their risk for the disease may choose to be 
vaccinated.

• Vaccination is safe and effective. It protects against four o f the five most common strains (or 
types) o f bacteria that cause meningitis. Appr iximately 70 to 80 percent of cases in the college 
age group are caused by strains that are potentially vaccine-preventable. The most commonly 
reported adverse reactions among adolescents and adults in clinical studies were pain at the 
injection site, headache, and fatigue. These respond to simple measures (ibuprofen or 
acetaminophen) and resolve spontaneously within a few days.

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n

To learn more about meningitis and immunization, visit the websites o f  the American College Health
Association, www.acha.org/meningitis, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
ww w cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/submenus/sub_meningitis.htm.

I have received a copy o f this notice on meningococcal disease.

I have received an immunization against meningococcal disease.

Student Name

Student Signature Dale

http://www.acha.org/meningitis


D E P A R T M E N T  o f H E A L T H  & S O C IA L  SER V IC E
D I V I S I O N  o f  P U B L I C  H E A L T H OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

P.O. BOX 110610 
JUNEAU, AK 9981, -0610 
PHONE: (907)465-3090 
FAX: (907) 465-463L

F R A N K  H. MURKOWSKI ,  G O VER NO R

February 13 ,2006

The H onorable C on Bunde 
A laska State Senate 
S tate C apito l, Room  506 
Juneau , A K  99801

D ear Senator Bunde:

1 w rite in support o f  Senate Bill 251, introduced last week by the Senate Labor & Com m erce 
C om m ittee  to clarify the law  for A laska postsecondary education institu tions notifying students 
about m eningococcal disease. This bill am ends a law passed by the Legislature last year that 
requires all students attending college in A laska to sign a form  indicating they have been 
im m unized against m eningitis o r have received inform ation w arning o f  its dangers. The 
am endm ent proposed in SB 251 will lim it the requirem ent to only those students "who intend to 
reside in cam pus housing” . Because m eningitis rates, though extrem ely  low, are m ore likely to 
increase in group living situations, it m akes sense to reduce unnecessary  paperw ork and limit the 
law  ju s t to those students living in cam pus housing.

Thank you for your interest in this issue.

Sincerely,

Richard M andsager. M .D. 
D irector
Division o f  Public Health

cc: K arleen Jackson. PH. D., C om m issioner
D epartm ent o f  Health and Social Services

Sherry Hill
Special A ssistant, D epartm ent o f  Health and Social Services

Jay Butler, M.D.
C hief. Section o f  E pidem iology, Division o f  Public Health
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ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI. GOVERNOR

3030 VINTAGE BLVD 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801-7109 
VOICE (800) 441-2962  
In Juneau (907) 465-6740  
TDD 1907) 465-3143  
FAX (907) 465-3293

February 1 ,2006

The H onorable C on Bunde 
A laska State Senate 
S tate C apitol, Room  506 
Juneau , A laska 99801

Re: SB251

D ear Senator Bunde:

At your request, I have review ed SB 251, relating to im m unization for m eningitis 
o f  postsecondary  students residing on cam pus. From  my reading, the m odifications to 
current law pose no concerns from the C om m ission ’s perspective and w ill alleviate the 
need for schools which are otherw ise exem pt from other authorization requirem ents, due 
to the either the brevity o r avocational nature, to com ply with this single recordkeeping 
requirem ent.

Sincerely,
•» *

' . /i v_

Diane Barrans
Executive D irector
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The Technology People

Scott Thorson, CEO
183b South Bragaw Street, Suite 425
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

(907)272-2888 (Phone)
(907)272-7117 (Fax)

scott@nbsys.com 
www nbsys.com

February 16, 2006

Senator Fred Dyson 
State Capitol, Room 121 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Dyson:

I am writing to you as Health, Education and Social Services Chair to ask for your support of Senate Bill 
251. This bill may not look like much when compared with other more weighty issues you will be 
dealing with during the current legislative session, but to many who run post secondary education 
training facilities it will solve a problem that has grown into a very thorny issue. I urge you to support 
this bill and help move it to the Senate floor for a vote.

Last year the legislature passed House Bill 185 which required all post secondary institutions in Alaska, 
without exception, to collect a meningitis disclosure form from each student. These forms must be 
distributed, signed by each student, collected and maintained in a filing system for an undetermined 
period of time. While I think the original intent of the bill was good, the unintended consequences of this 
bill are objectionable, and they are causing unnecessary problems for students and post secondary 
schools throughout Alaska.

Senate Bill 251 makes changes to the statutes limiting compliance only to institutions that maintain 
dormitories as part of their infrastructure. This makes sense because dormitories are what the original 
bill seemed designed to regulate. Without SB 251, all post secondary schools in Alaska will have to 
comply. Fight schools, real estate schools, trade schools, religious academies, tribal colleges and any 
other school that is not in the K-12 system will have to comply with these requirements unless SB 251 
becomes law.

Many of our students do not like to sign this document primarily because they feel it is an invasion of 
their privacy. I tend to agree with their assessments because the form asks them to disclose whether or 
not they have had their meningitis shot. I am not comfortable gathering this information and storing it 
for the long term. I don't need to know about this information to effectively deliver classes.

Our classes are no different than any 5 or 6 hour business meeting that takes place all over Alaska 
every day. Our students do not understand why they need to sign these forms, many times they feel 
their privacy is violated and they do not see any value in toward resolving meningitis problems in 
Alaska. I find it sort of ironic that under current Federal and Alaska law, people with AIDS have more 
medical privacy than a student sitting in a Word class in our classroom. It wouid be one thing if this 
procedure made Alaska safer from meningitis, but in reality these requirements in schools without 
dormitories do nothing toward preventing this disease. It also needlessly increases our costs.

Once again, please support this bill so it can be enacted into law. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Scott Thorson 
CEO

mailto:scott@nbsys.com
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February 23, 2006

Senator Con Bunde 
State Capitol, Room 506 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Reference No: 06020026

Dear Senator Bunde,

I would like to express my appreciation for your support of Senate Bill 251.

As you are aware, last year the legislature passed House Bill 185 which required all post cecondary institutions in Alaska, without 
exception, to collect a meningitis disclosure form from each student. These lorms must be distributed, signed by each student, 
collected and maintained in a filing system for an undetermined period of time. While I think the original intent of the bill was good, 
the unintended consequences of this bill are objectionable and onerous, and they are causing unnecessary problems for students 
and post secondary schools and classes throughout Alaska.

Wostmann & Associates is a small Alaskan information technology firm with offices in Juneau and Anchorage. Based on 
suggestions from a number of our customers we began providing post secondary training classes in December 2005. Our first class 
consisted of a 2-day, 8 hour/day session on Project Management that was held at the Centennial Hall in Juneau. There were 8 
students enrolled and the class was given in the lecture style of training. The class was well received and we plan to provide similar 
short, intensive training sessions in other information technology topics. Our target audience is information technology managers 
throughout the state. Our classes are designed to be given during the work day so that busy professionals can obtain useful work 
skills in a short period of time.

Since this is a new endeavor for our company, we were surprised when the Postsecondary Education Commission required us to 
distribute, collect and maintain the meningitis disclosure form from each student. Although we can understand the importance of 
informing all Alaskans about the dangers of meningitis, we do not believe that the current requirement for the collection and 
maintenance of this information is appropriate for a firm of our size and ;vpe of training we offer. We do not believe that our students 
are any more susceptible to contracting meningitis than any other public sector or private sector employee that attends all day 
business meetings, conferences, or trade meetings throughout the State every day.

Senate Bill 2r 1 makes changes to the statutes limiting compliance only to institutions that maintain dormitories as pari of their 
infrastructure. We believe that the original bill was designed for schools that provide dormitory accommodations. Without SB 251, 
all postsecondary schools in »'-«ka will have to comply. Flight schools, real estate schools, trade schools, religious academies, 
tribal colleges and any otnei s; .uol that is not in the K-12 system will have to comply .vith these requirements unless SB 251 
becomes law.

Once again, our sincere thanks to you and all the members ol the Labor and Commerce Committee for your sponsorship of this bill. 
Please feel tree to contact me if there is anything I can do to help move this bill along in the process.

Sincerely,

Karen R. Morgan 
Wostmann & Associates, Inc. 
CEO

i t . ug i ■ tori • ih-or -  . nology

226 Sew ard  S treet, Su ite  210 *  Juneau , AK 99801 • Phone: (9 0 7 ) 586-6167 • ^ax: (9 0 7 ) 586-2996



Linda Hobert 
4227 Checkmate Drive 
Anchorage, Ak. 99508 
1/16/2006

Jane Alberts
State Capitol, Room 506
Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Encouraging passing of SB251 - Meningitis Medical Release Form

Regarding Senate Bill 251 -  changing the wording on the original statute passed  
last year to allow students who are taking specialty courses lasting one day or 
short periods of time should not be required to sign this form. Only students 
residing full time in dormitories would need to fill out the form.

As a person working full time, I am sometimes required for my job to attend a one 
day or one week class at a local training facility especially for the latest computer 
learning classes (example of facilities would be CompuCom or Network Business 
Systems in Anchorage). I have taken many classes at these locations and 
thousands of other Alaskan “ every day workers" are taking this same type of 
training. I believe in this type of situation, signing the meningitis form should not 
be a mandatory issue.

An example of my own case... I had 2 different one day classes within a 2 week 
time period and I was required to sign the meningitis form both times or I would 
not be allowed to take the class. I believe this to be a waste of time, not 
necessary for this type of situation. I believe this to be a redundant process and 
also, I don’t agree with giving out private medical information under this type of 
situation.

I encourage tne passage of SB251. '"'his will allow the situation to be more 
realistic for the intended use of this n edical release form.
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Jane Alberts 
(907) 465-4843

RE: Meningitis bill (SB 251) The bill is scheduled for a hearing on this coming Monday, February 27 at 1:30 
PM

I have been with this post secondary school for 11 years. The intent of the original bill (House Bill 185) was 
to require post secondary institutions with students staying in dormitories to make a disclosure to their 
^tudents about meningitis and to collect information about which students have been immunized. The way 
the original bill was written required the Commission on Post Secondary Education to extend this 
requirement to ALL pos' secondary institutions in Alaska, not just those with dormitories.

I run classes that are less than 80 hours and most of our classes are only 6-S hours long. The requirement 
to collect these forms infringes on a student's right to privately maintain their medical information. The post 
secondary institution is required to keep a record of this disclosure for each student for an indefinite period of 
time. With students coming and going on a regular basis and most students only returning once within the 
year, this requirement poses a large burden on small institutions financially to copy the forms, in space to 
maintain the forms, and the manpower to collect and file the forms

I do not see any value in requiring post secondary training facilities to collect this information. My institution 
is no different than the ice rink and I am not req ired to sign a form before using that facility1

It angers my students to have to disclose such information and it takes class time away from what they are 
here to learn.

The Commission on Post Secondary Education (the regulatory agency charged with enforcing these regs) 
agrees that these requirements are not effective in stopping meningitis except for those institutions that have 
dormitories.

The Department of Health and Social Services also supports doing away with this requirement for institutions 
without dormitories. The> j not see any value in making institutions without dormitories comply with these 
regulations in their fight against meningitis

Requiring post secondary institutions without dormitories to collect this information does not resolve the 
problem (advising students about the problems meningitis causes) that was trying to be solved

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me 907-452-7325

Sincerely.

Lisa Shaffer 
President

http://www.nsctraining.com
mailto:staff@nsctraining.com

