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IN T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  ST A T E  O F A LA SK A

T W E N T Y -FO U R T H  LEG ISLA TU R E - SE C O N D  SESSIO N

BY THE HOUSE HEALTH , EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMM ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE RULES COMM ITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT EN TITLED

1 II "A n Act relating to the definition of 'child abuse o r neglect'; and providing for an

2 effective date."

3 II BE IT ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE O F TH E STATE O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47 .17 .290(2) is am ended to read:

(2) "child  abuse or neglect" m eans the physical injury o r neglect, 

mental injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, o r m altreatm ent o f a child  under the 

age o f 18 b , t person under circum stances that indicate that the child 's health or

welfare is harm ed o r threatened thereby; "child abuse o r neglect" includes a

determ ination, a t delivery, bv a health care  provider tha t a child has been 

adversely affected by, o r is w ithdrawing from  expo^ i re to, a controlled suh.tance 

or alcohol; in this paragraph,

(A) "controlled substance" has the meaning uiven in

AS 11.71.900, but does not include a  substance lawfully taken under a

prescription from  a health care professional;
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1 (B> " m ental injury" m eans an injury to the em otional well-

2 being, o r  intellectual o r psychological capacity  o f  a child , as ev idenced  by an

3 observable  and substantial im pairm ent in the child 's ability  to  function ;

4 * Sec. 2. T his A ct takes effect im m ediately under AS 01 .10.070(c).

CSHB 408(HES) 2-
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A M E N D M E N T # !

O F FE R E D  IN T H E  H O U SE  H EA LTH , B Y  Rep. G atto
E D U C A T IO N  A N D  SO C IA L D A T E  2/09/06
SE R V IC E S C O M M IT T E E  

TO: H B  408

1 Page 1, line 1, follow ing “A n A ct relating to the defin ition  o f  ‘child  abuse”

D elete  “and”
Insert “or”
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(2:06 PM)

O F F E R E D  IN T H E  H O U SE  H E A L T H , B Y  f W  w . i

E D U C A T IO N  A N D  SOCLAL SE R V IC E S 

C O M M IT T E E  

TO : H B 408

1 P age 1, line 8, fo llow ing  "thereby;":

2 Insert ’" ’child abuse o r neglect" includes a determ ination , a t delivery, by a health

3 care  provider th a t a child has been adversely affected bv. o r is w ithdraw ing from  exposure

4 to, a controlled substance o r alcohol:"

5

A M E N D M E N T

6 P age 1, lines 9 - 12:

7 D elete all m aterial.

8

9 Page 1, line 13:

10 D elete "(B )"

11 Insert "(A )"

12

13 Page 2, line 2:

14 D elete  "(C )"

15 Insert "(B )"
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STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

1

R e v is io n  D a te/T im e (N o te  if correction);

SUBSTANCE EXPOSED NEWBORNS AND 
CHILD A B U S E ____________Title

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
( H ) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:

RDU Children's Services

F I S C A L  N O T E

HB 408
1/30/06

Health S Social Services

Component Front Line Social Workers

Sponsor 

Requester 

Expenditure$/Revenues

(RLS) BY REQUEST OF THE 
GOVERNOR
GOVERNOR Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2305

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
pther(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) c o s t : ___________
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: 
POSITIONS_____________________
Full-time
Part-time
[Temporary

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a separate page i t  necessary)

The Office o f Children's Services (OCS) has determined that many medical professionals in 
A laska are already reporting affected infants to our offices. The potential increased reporting 
that would result from the enactment o f  this bill should be m inim al, and the OCS does not 
anticipate any fiscal impact.

Prepared by: Tammv Sandoval. Deputy Commissioner 
Division Office of Children's Services___________

Phone 465-3791
Date/Time 11/04/2005

Approved by Karleen Jackson. Commissioner________
Agency Department of Health and Social Services

Date 11/08/2005
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D elete “ a n d ”
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O F FE R E D  IN T H E  H O U SE H EA LTH , BY » ■1J

E D U C A T IO N  A N D  SO C IA L SERV ICES 

C O M M IT T E E  

TO: HB 408

1 Page 1, line 8, fo llow ing "thereby;":

2 Insert ""child abuse o r ne. ’ect" includes a determ ination, a t delivery, bv a health

3 care provider th a t a child has been adversely affected hv, o r is w ithdraw ing from  exposure

4 to, a controlled substance or alcohol:"

5

6 Page 1, lines 9 - 12:
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A M E N D M E N T

D elete all m aterial.
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9 Page 1, line 13:

10 D elete "£B}"

11 Insert "(A )"
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13 Page 2, line 2:

14 D elete "(C )"

15 Insert "(B]"
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FRANK H. MURKOWSKI. GOVERNOR

P.O.BOX 110601 
JUNEAU ALASKA 99811-0601 
PHONE: (907)465-3030 
FAX: (907) 465-3068

January  31, 2006

H onorable Peggy W ilson, C hair 
H ouse H ealth . Education, and 

Social Services C om m ittee 
A laska State C apito l. Room  108 
Juneau . AK 99801 -1182

D ear R epresentative W ilson.

The D epartm ent o f  H ealth  and Social Services respectfully  requests that H ouse Bill 408. 
“ An Act relating  to  the defin ition  o f 'c h ild  abuse and neglect' for child  protection 
purposes; and providing for an effective date," be scheduled for a hearing  in the H ouse 
H ealth, Education, and Social Services C om m ittee at your earliest convenience.

T his bill w ould clarify  that the defin ition  "child" includes an infant w ho has been 
identified  by a health  care provider involved in the delivery  or care o f  that infant as being 
affected  by abuse o f  a contro lled  substance or from  w ithdraw al from  prenatal exposure  to 
a contro lled  substance. The purpose o f  the bill is to ensure that health 
care p rofessionals report such infants to the D epartm ent o f  Health and Social Services 
under the state 's m andatory  reporting laws for child  abuse and neglect. T h is provision is 
necessary  to be in com pliance w ith federal law as a condition o f  continued  federal 
funding for child  abuse and neglect prevention and treatm ent.

A copy o f  a zero  fiscal note should  be on file w ith the com m ittee. Y our favorable 
consideration  o f  this request will be m ost appreciated.

Sherry H ill.^ p c c ia l A ssistan t 
Departm ent o f  H ealth  and Social Services

cc: K evin Jardell. D irector
G o v ern o r’s Legislative Office

T am m y Sandoval. D eputy  C om m issioner
D epartm ent o f  H ealth and Social Services
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S ection  of CAPTA Law th a t  p ro p o sed  leg is la tion  a d d re s s e s

SECTION I: CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT ACT
SEC. 106. GRANTS TO STATES FOR CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT PREVENTION AND 
TREATMENT PROGRAMS. [42 U.S.C. 5106a]
b. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.-

1. STATE P LAN .- .........................

2. COORDINATION.— A State plan submitted under paragraph (1) shall, to the maximum 
extent practicable, be coordinated with the State plan under part B of title IV of the Social Security Act 
[42 U.S.C. 620 et seq.] relating to child welfare services and family preservation and family support 
services, and shall contain an outline of the activities that the State intends to carry out using 
amounts received under the grant to achieve the purposes of this title, including—

A. an assurance in the form of a certification by the chief executive officer of the State 
that the State has in effect and is enforcing a State law, or has in effect and is operating a 
Statewide program, relating to child abuse and neglect that includes—

i. provisions or procedures for the reporting of known and suspected instances 
of child abuse and neglect;

ii. policies and procedures (including appropriate referrals to child 
protection service systems and for other appropriate services) to address the 
needs of infants born and identified as being affected by illegal substance 
abuse or withdrawal symptoms resulting from prenatal drug exposure, 
including a requirement that health care providers involved in the delivery or 
care of such infants notify the child protective services system of the 
occurrence of such condition of such infants, except that such notification 
shall not be construed to—
I. establish a definition under Federal law of what constitutes child abuse; or
II. require prosecution for any illegal action.

iii. the development of a plan of safe care for the infant born and 
identified as being affected by illegal substance abuse or withdrawal 
symptoms;

iv. procedures for the immediate screening, risk and safety 
assessment, and prompt investigation of such reports;


