


Alaska State Legislature
H ouse  o f  R ep resen ta t iv es

Representative Eric Croft  -- District 25 
Representative Bill Thom as  -  District 5

H B 387  -  Tuition W a ive r for N ational G uard  Fam ilie s 

Sponsor Statem ent

HB 3S7 provides much needed support and education benefits to Alaska’s National 
Guard Members and their families.

The bill gives a 50 percent tuition waiver to dependents of Alaska National Guard 
members. The waiver benefits families who give up so much to support their loved one 
while serving in the National Guard.

For the past two years the Alaska National Guard has not met its year-end membership 
goals and expectations are low for this year as well. This is attributed in large part to the 
family being the decision maker for these soldiers. When the family gives up so much to 
support these soldiers but gets nothing in return, the pull to leave the Guard is strong.
The tuition waiver aims to change that and encourage current guard members to remain 
in the National Guard.

The bill also intends to solve the current under funding of the existing tuition waivers for 
Alaska’s National Guard.

Soldiers who have been promised higher education benefits are not always receiving 
them. Each year the funding is exhausted and guard members are being denied the 
assistance they need to continue their education. By directing the Executive Director of 
the Commission to request a supplemental appropriation from the legislature, the 
Department of Military and Veteran’s Affairs can fund both the new and previously 
established tuition waivers.

The Alaska National Guard is fighting for our country and protecting our state. They 
deserve our support. I respectfully urge your support for KB387.

E-mail: Representative Eric CroftQ'Icvis.state.ak.tis. Representative Bill Thomas®leeis.state.ak us
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• What Does The Guard Do Iri The Co u tn iiy?
• Who Joins The Army National Guard?
• What ...w the service ob liga tions in the National Guard?
• What is the National Gu;ud?

What Does The Guard Do In The Community?
Guard units across America play an important role in their community. The 
Army National Guard brings additional spending dollars into local 
communities.

From the assistance each soldier provides while in uniform to the work that 
they do in their civilian jobs, Guard members are leaders in their 
community. Whether it’s teaching classes at local high schools, or 
providing events for students a! local armories, Guard members think 
getting involved with the future of our children is essential. By providing 
medical support to communities through "G u a rd C a re ' or providing groups 
a place to hold meetings in thier local armories, the Army National Guard 
is always there and always willing to lend a helping hand

Who Joins The Army National Guard?
Members range from doctors and lawyers to college students and 
everyone in between. There are housewives, teachers, and ministers in 
the Army National Guard

There are many reasons for joining the Guard. Regardless, there's a 
special pride that comes with serving side by side with other members of 
your community.

What are the service obliga tions in the National Guard?
Army National Guard members are required lo attend one drill weekend 
each month and one annual training period each year. Weekend drills are 
usually scheduled over one weekend - a Saturday and Sunday each 
month but can occasionally include reporting for duty on Friday night. In 
addition, units have a two week annual training (AT) period every year 
which is usually scheduled during the summer. Initially, all personnel are 
required lo attend initial entry training (IET), which can usually be 
scheduled lo meet civilian occupation scheduling requirements Duration 
and location o( IET varies according to career specially • a recruiter can 
provide specific information for each Military Occupational Specially.

What is the National Guard?
The National Guard is one branch of the U.S Armed Forces. The National 
Guard consists of both Army National Guard and Air National Guard 
components. The National Guard is composed of lull lime and part time 
soldiers, as well as civilians, who together serve their country. Each state 
and territory has its own National Guard, as provided by the United States 
Constitution.

htipi/Avww.lSOOgoguard.com/service/service.fa^s.html 1/27/2006



A lask a  A rm y N ationa l G u a rd  R ecru it ing  In cen tiv es  Info  P ap e r

The Alaska Army National Guard (AKARNG) has missed its recruiting end 
strength objective for the second straight year. FY04 and FY05 end strength 
objective was 1850, current end strength is 1815. National Guard Bureau has 
ordered an increase of  100 over current end strength objective to 1950 for FY06. 
How can the AKARNG maintain its current soldiers and increase ES objective for 
FY06?

1 AKARNG enlisted 400 personnel in FY05 
2. AKARNG discharged 327 personnel in FY05

Current and historical incentive programs concentrate on the applicant or serving 
soldier. In the current political and social climate more and more serving and 
potential soldiers are being dissuaded by information and arguments offered by 
personal decision makers (wife, parents, girlfriends, children, etc.) What incentives 
are available to the AKARNG Recruiter/Career Counselor combating objections 
from these decision makers? PX and Commissary privileges, MWR privileges, life 
insurance; virtually nothing is DIRECTLY aimed at the DECISION MAKER.
What incentives are available to the applicant or current AKARNG member?

A. 510,000.00 Non-Prior Service Enlistment Bonus (3yr)
B. 515,000.00 Prior Service Enlistment Bonus (6 yr)
C. S I5,000.00 Extension Bonus to current AKARNG members (6yr)
D. SRMGIB, 5297.00 per month for 36 Months Full-Time (6 yr)
E. SRMGIB Kicker, 5200.00 per month (if qualified)
F. Federal Tuition Assistance, 54500.00 per FY
G. Student Loan Repayment Program, S20,000.00(NPS) rarely used
H. State Re-Enlistment Bonus, Sec. 26.05.265 NOT FUNDED
I Educational assistance for enlisted personnel, Sec.26.05.295 UNKNOWN 
J. State Tuition Assistance, Sec. 26.05.296 Not FULLY FUNDED relies on F.

All o f  these incentives are geared specifically to the applicant or current service 
member; none o f  them directly impact the decision makers. What would the 
advantage be o f  offering an Educational Incentive to the applicant/service member 
that is only for their dependents? 7'he DMVA/AKARNG could offer a minimum of  
a 50% Tuition Waiver to any UA campus for any dependent o f  an AKARNG 
member.

Written by: Master Sergeant Clinton K. Brown II
Alaska Army National Guard Area NCOIC



A laska A rm y N ational Guard Recruiting Incentives Info Paper

All o f  the current incentives require a 3 to 6 year commitment by the applicant and 
service member, which is normally the greatest impediment to overcoming a 
decision maker’s objective to enlisting or maintaining membership. The Decision 
Maker is first and foremost concerned about the prospects o f  their soldier being 
deployed over such and long period o f  time. The Family Member Tuition Waiver 
would assist in eliminating this and many other objectives by giving direct benefits 
to the soldier's family.

If 35 soldiers would have remained in the guard because o f  a Family Member 
benefit, the AKARNG would have maintained its End Strength and met the NGB 
mission.

W ritten by: M aster Sergeant Clinton K. Brown II
Alaska Army National Guard Area NCOIC



D epartm ent  of Military  & V ete rans’ Affairs 
Alaska National  G u a rd  Benefits 

Educational  Benefits

For FY07. DMVA is requesting an increment of $25.0 GF to increase the program 
funding of this component. If approved, total funding for this component will be $378.5 
GF. If the increment is not approved, the total would be $353.5 GF.

DMVA provides tuition assistance in two forms: UA Tuition Scholarship Program and 
State Tuition Assistance Program (Non-UA schools). This assistance is available to all 
guard members (full-time and weekenders) as long as they are guard members no later 
than the last day of late registration and for the duration of the time period for which 
Alaska National Guard state education benefits aie awarded.

According to DMVA, the UA i uition Scholarship Program in FY05 had 376 guard 
members use the program to further their education. In comparison, FYC4 saw 475 
members use the program. The decrease was not due to a decline in the interest in the 
program, but rather the increase in tuition credit costs (from $S2 to $109 per credit). All 
FY05 funds were spent prior to 2005 summer semester. DMVA was able to have 34 
guard members attend the summer session because the UA absorbed tuition costs of 
approximately $36.0. In addition, DMVA reports that there is a 10% increase in 
members applying for educational assistance.

The State Tuition Assistance Program (STAP) had 36 members use $28.5. 26 additional 
applicants totaling $29.5 were denied due to lack of funding. As with the above program, 
tuition credit cost increases and increased members applying have tapped this program.

I understand that the University provides the services on the bases.

Prepared by: Kevin Worley, 465-5432 
Legislative Finance Division



R e l e v a n t  N u m b e r s

Sold iers using program  that year

U A  W a i v e r  T u i t io n  R e im b u r s e m e n t  N o t e s $ / c u d i t $ $ $  th a t  y e a r

S F Y 0 2 5 1 0 3 5  1 $ 7 9 $ 2 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

S F Y 0 3 4 5 0 4 2  2 $ 8 2 $ 2 7 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

S F Y 0 4 4 7 5 3 6 $ 9 0 $ 2 7 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

S F Y 0 5 3 7 6 3 4  3 .4 $ 9 9 $ 2 7 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

S F Y 0 6 2 0 0 1 4  5 $ 1 0 9 $ 3 5 3 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

S F Y 0 7 U n k n o w n U n k n o w n  6 ,  7 ,  8 , $ 1 2 0 $ 3 7 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

s h o r t f a l l  i f  f u l l y  fu n d e d

- $ 9 , 6 8 8 . 0 0

- 5 6 1 , 3 2 4 . 0 0

Notes
1 fu n d in g  r e q u e s t s  e x c e e d e d  fu n d s  b y  5 1 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  fo r  T u it io n  R e im b u rse m e n t

2  fu n d in g  r e q u e s t s  e x c e e d e d  fu n d s  b y  5 2 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0  fo r  T u it io n  R e im b u rse m e n t

3 2 6  g u a rd  m e m b e rs  d e n ie d  d u e  to  la c k  o f  fu n d in g  to ta lin g  2 9 ,5 0 0 .0 0 f o r  T u it io n  R e im b u rse m e n t

4 At DM VA's request UA "absorbed" $36,000 so 34 Guard m em bers could attend sum m er 

sessions.

5 n u m b e rs  a s  o f  J a n u a r y  1 9 ,2 0 0 6

6  e x p e c te d  in c r e a s e  o f  in s o ld ie r s

7  k n o w n  in c r e a s e  o f  7 %  tu it io n

8  G o v e rn o r 's  r e q u e s te d  a n d  s u g g e s te d  am o u n t

9  T h e  in c r e a s e  in  fu n d in g  fro m  th is  ) e a r  to  n e x t is 7 % , w h ich  d o e s  n o t a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  e x p e c te d  10 %  g ro w th  

in s o ld ie r s  w a n t in g  e d u c a t io n .



Article 03. FREE TUITION AND FEES FOR SPOUSE AND CHILDREN OF 
CERTAIN MILITARY PERSONNEL

Sc . 14.43.080. Free tuition and fees at state-supported educational institutions.
[ Repealed. Sec. 2 cli 50 SLA 1991J.

Repealed or Renumbered

Sec. 14.43.0S5. Free tuition and fees for a spouse or dependent of a peace officer or 
members of the armed services or a fire department.

(a) A person enrolled as a student in good standing in a state supported educational 
institution in this state is entitled to a waiver of undergraduate tuition and fees if the 
person was the spouse or dependent child of a bona fide resident of the state who was

( 0  a member of the armed services and who died in the line of duty or who died as a 
result of injuries sustained while in the line of duty for the state or federal government or 
who was listed by the United States Department of Defense as a prisoner of war or as 
missing in action; or

(2) a peace officer or a member of a fire department who died from an act arising out 
of and in the course of

(A) employment as a peace officer or a fire fighter; or

(B) duties as a volunteer fire fighter.

(b) In this section,

(1) "armed services" means the Alaska National Guard, Alaska Naval Militia, and 
the armed services of the United Stales;

(2) "dependent child” means a person who was a dependent of a peace officer or of a 
member of the armed services or a fire department at the time of the peace officer’s or 
member's death, and who is

(A) the peace officer's or member’s natural or adopted child;

(B) a child in relation to whom the deceased armed services member, lire fighter, or 
peace officer stood in loco parentis for at least three years before the peace officer's or 
member's death;

(C) the peace officer's or member’s stepchild; or

(D) the peace officer's or member's acknowledged illegitimate child;



(3) "lire department" means a federal, state, or municipal fire department or a 
regularly organized volunteer fire department registered with the state fire marshal;

(4) "line of duty" has the meaning given under federal law;

(5) "peace officer" has the meaning given in AS 01.10.060 and includes a 
correctional officer;

(6) "resident" means a person who resided in the state for at least one year before 
serving in the armed services and who lists Alaska as the home state for purposes of 
military records, or a person who was employed as a peace officer in this state or was a 
member of a fire department located in this state;

(7) "spouse" means a person who was married to a peace officer or to a member of 
the armed services or a fire department at the lime of the peace officer’s or member's 
death.



(a) Each active enlisted member of the Alaska National Guard or the Alaska Naval Militia who has 
completed the initial voluntary enlistment period of service that fulfills the mandatory requirement for 
military service under 50 U.S.C. App. 451 456, 458 - 471 (Military Selective Service Act of 1967) is 
eligible for educational assistance benefits in Alaska educational facilities.

(b) Except as provided in this subsection, educational programs and monetary benefits available to 
persons under (a) of this section are based on and equivalent to those of the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs education program. Educational assistance may only be provided for a program or class 
in which the person is a student in good standing.

(c) I Repealed. Sec. 5 ch 25 SLA 1997].

(d) IRepealed. Sec. 5 ch 25 SLA 1997].

Sec. 26.05.296. Tuition assistance.

(a) Tc the extent funds are available, the adjutant general may authorize the payment of up to 100
percent of the cost of tuition and required fees for each active member of the Alaska National Guard or
the Alaska Naval Militia if the member attends an educational, vocational, or technical training school in 
this state. The adjutant general may prioritize categories of education benefits to encourage recruitment 
and retention of Alaska National Guard members. Payments authorized under this section for active 
members of the Alaska National Guard or the Alaska Naval Militia continue so long as the active 
member is a student in good standing in the educational program or class and participates satisfactorily 
in unit training activities.

(b) I Repealed. Sec. 5 ch 25 SL-\ 1997].

Sec. 26.05.298. Definition for AS 26.05.295 and 26.05.296.

In AS 26.05.295 arid 26.05.296, "good standing" means the student is enrolled, attending, and meeting 
the minimum requirements for successful completion of the program or class.

Sec. "’6.05.295. Educational assistance for enlisted personnel.



Loner ol Support for House Bill 3S7 

January 26. 2006

I louuiable Membcis ol the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nucman, Chair 
Stale Capital, Room 432 
Juneau. Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I an. writing on behalf ol the members and families of the Alaska National Guard in 
support of the House Bill 387: Tuition Waiver for National Guard Family. Working 
closely with the families of National Guardsmen through my position with the National 
Guard Family Programs, 1 can personally attest to the need for such worthy legislation. 
0,10,1 Guard families arc already struggling to make ends meet with the salaries
paid in return for their selfless service to this State and our Nation. The high costs of 
education are usually too great for these families to «  isider for even one member of the 
family, let alone a spouse and dependents, who sometimes attend college together This 
bill would add lurther incentive to those citizens interested in joining the National Guard 
and would show support to the current members of the Alaska National Guard that v.v 
really do \ nine their sacrifice and support their efforts in defending our State and Nation 
m both the War on Terrorism and against the many potential disasters facing Alaska and 
her people. Please. I ask that you give your support fully to this hill and ensure it is 
passed quickly into state law.

.SinccrcK

'’Kimberls A Lcarv



L e l le r  of S u p p o r t  for MB 38 7

January 26, 2006

Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives.

! am writing on behalf of myself and members of the Alaska National 
Guard and their dependents in support of HB 387, "An act providing for a 
partial tuition waiver for families of National Guard members .*’ Members 
of the Alaska National Guard are the first line of defense in the ever 
growing Global War on Terrorism; they are also ready at a moments 
notice when Mother Nature releases her fury on our state. There  are 
numerous recruiting and retention incentives available to the Soldier and 
Airman, but we so very often overlook the sacrifices of their families.
What we pay our defenders is a pittance in comparison to their 
responsibility for our safety; providing family members wi'.n a “partial" 
tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for that 
sacrifice. 1 ask you to do your part and ensure that HB387 is swiftly 
passed into law and our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide a 
college education for their children and spouse.

Sincerely,

Simon. Brown II,
1973 to Present Veteran and 
Current Alaska National Guard Member



Honorable Members o f the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99S01

Letter of Support for MB 387

January 26, 2006

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf o f myself and members of the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support of HB 387, “An act providing fora partial tuition waiver for 
families o f National Guard members.” Members o f  the Alaska National Guard are the 
first line o f defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism. This could not be done 
with great accuracy without the support o f our spouses and dependents. There are 
numerous recruiting and retention incentives available to the Soldier and Airman, but we 
so very often overlook the sacrifices o f their families. What we pay our soldiers is 
nothing in comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing family members 
with a partial tuition waiver is the least that our slate and communities can offer for that 
sacrifice. I ask you to do your part and ensure that I IB387 is swiftly passed into law and 
our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide a college education for their children 
and spouse.

Sincerch 

Rodger /
Current Alaska National Guard Member

t

. Morrison.



Letter of Support for H B  3S7

January 26, 2006

Honoiable Members o f the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99S01

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf or myself and members of the Alaska National Guard and their
dependents in support o f HB 387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for
families of National Guard members.” Members of the Alaska National Guard are the
fitst line of defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism; they are also ready at a
moments notice when Mother Nature releases her fury on our stale. There are numerous
icciuiting and teiention incentives available to the Soldier and Airman, but we so very
often overlook the sacrifices o f their families. What we pay our defenders is a pittance in
comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing family members with a
partial tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for that

saciifice. I ask you to do your part and ensure that HB3S7 is swiftly passed into law and
Oil; Guardsmen aie giver, the assistance to provide a college education for their children 
and spouse.

Sincerely,

-Andrew W. Swanston
Desert Storm and Somalia Veteran and
Current Alaska National Guard Member



Letter o f  Support for HB 3S7

January 26, 2006

Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol. Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf of myself and members of the Alaska National Guard and their 
depenuents in support of 1TB 387, “An act providing fora partial tuition waiver for 
families of National Guard members.” Members of the Alaska National Guard are the 
first line of defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism; they are also ready at a 
moments notice when Mother Nature releases her fury on our state. There are numerous 
recruiting and retention incentives available to the Soldier and Airman, but we so very 
often overlook the sacrifices of their families. What we pay our defenders is a pittance in 
comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing family members with a 
“partial” tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for that 
sacrifice. I ask you to do your part and ensure that HB387 is swiftly passed into l a w  and 
our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide a college education 16. their children 
and spouse.

Sincerely,

Clinton K. Brown II, Veteran and 
Current Alaska National Guard Member
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Letter o f Support for HB 387 

January 26, 2006

Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf of myself and members of the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support of HB 387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for 
families of National Guard members." Members of the Alaska National Guard arc the 
first line of defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism; they arc also ready at a 
moments notice when Mother Nature releases her fury cn our state. There are numerous 
recruiting and retention incentives available to the Soldier and Airman, but we so very 
often overlook the sacrifices of their families Providing family members with a “partial” 
tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for that sacrifice. I ask 
you to do your part and ensure that HB387 is swiftly passed into law and our Guardsmen 
are given the assistance to provide a college education for their children and spouse.

 ______

Teter H Jensen, Veteran and 
I Current Alaska National Guard Member



L e t t e r  o f  S u p p o r t  f o r  HB 3 8 7

January 27, 2006

Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Rep1asentative Mark Nueman, Chair State Capitol, Room 432 Juneau, 
Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf of myself and members of the Alaska National 
Guard and their dependents in support of HB 387, "An act providing for 
a partial tuition waiver for families of National Guard members." In 
George Orwell's words, Alaskan residents "sleep peaceably" because 
members of the Alaska National Guard “stand ready to do violence on 
their behalf." Alaska National Guard members sacrifice to protect the 
freedoms of Alaskan residents. Although there are countless incentives 
for these soldiers; their families who also sacrifice, are often left 
without acknowledgment.
Our state can provide a "partial" tuition wavier to ensure that the 
sacrifices of family members are not overlooked.

Show your gratitude by doing your part to ensure that HR387 is passed 
into law.

Sincerely,

Michelle Brown

Dependent of an Alaska National Guard Member
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"M nbership Has Its Benefits’’ 

A n A la s k a n  C o rpo ra tio n
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Letter ol Support for HB 387 

January 30, 2006

Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Neuman, Chair 
State Capitol, R.oom 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

1 am writing on behalf of the members o f the Alaska National Guard and their dependents 
in support o f HB 387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for families of 
National Guard members.”

I have both personal and business lies to the Alaska National Guard. My son and 
daughter-in-law are both Guardsmen The AK Broadcasters Association and myself ai e 
responsible for running the Guard recruitment ads on TV and Radio and have been doi ig 
so since 1996.

Until the recent deployments and tragic deaths in Iraq oar Guardsmen have gone quietly 
about their business in service to our state They perform rescues and missions of men y, 
at Christmas they deliver toys to our bush communities, they help fight wildfires, they 
use weekend trainings to clean up abandoned vehicles, they were at our airports after 
September 11, 2001 providing security and peace o f mind to citizens put on alert

This bill will help so much to give back to the families who through their support of tht ir 
citizen-soldiers have also served their state. I ask you to do your part and ensure that 
HB387 is swiftly passed into law and our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide 
a college education for their children and spouse.

Sincerely,

Darlene Siniono 
Executive Director
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Letter of Support for HB 387 

January 30, 2006

Honorable Members of the Alaska House Special Committee on Education 
Chairman Rep. Mark Neuman 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Neuman and other Honorable Committee Members

As a citizen of the great state of Alaska. I write you in support of HB 387, providing 
partial tuition waiver for families of National Guard \letnbers. Our continual support of 
all members of the Alaska National Guard and their dependents is critical for Homeland 
Security and our war on terrorism. We need to recognize the contributions and sacrifices 
of the families of our soldiers, and this is a Dositive way to benefit our protectors and help 
guarantee the opportunity for future members of our National Guard.

Please support HB387 in your committee and help our legislators see that a Yes vote 
means that Alaska will alw'ays reward those individuals and families that make the 
ultimate sacrifice in the face of danger. Please help our Guardsmen and by providing 
college education assistance for their children and spouse.

Sincerely,

Ric Schmidt 
Nome, Alaska



Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capital, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Letter of Support for House Bill 387

January 30, 2006

Dear Honorable Representatives,

Consideration of this matter greatly pleases me. I am a proud member of our state’s 
National Guard and have a collective military history of nearly fifteen years. 1 serve as a 
Recruiter and understand well the importance of our member’s and families’ educational 
welfare. The opportunity for our members to educate themselves is vital and the Guard 
has done a tremendous job of recognizing that as they have offered financial assistance to 
them for many years. These members, however, come with another very vital part of our 
organization; their families! These families are essential to our moral and welfare and to 
our existence. It is important to our Guardsmen that their families are offered 
opportunities to educate themselves. Please take every consideration into account upon 
communing over this matter.

Sincerely,

SFC Russell E Overman
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Letter of Support for HB 387 

January 30, 2006

Honorable Members o f the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I ana writing on behalf o f myself and members of the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support of HB 387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for 
families o f National Guard members.” It is no secret that Guard members selflessly give 
of themselves to the State and to our Nation. We are the front line on the Global War On 
Terror. Our families are an integral part of our personal and national support mechanism. 
This bill would be of great assistance to our families and a much needed tool to continue 
their efforts o f striving for higher education. That would be yet another front wc beat 
terrorism at. Please continue to help improve the Alaskan and American quality of life, 
by supporting HB 387 as our Citizen Soldiers bring the fight to the enemy.

Sincerely,

Mcl Hawi
Current Alaska National Guard Member
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January 30. 2006
Letter of Support for HB 387

Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf of myself and dependents of the Alaska National Guard in support 
of HB 387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for families o f National Guard 
members.” As the spouse of a Guardsman and a student at UAA it would really help us 
make ends meet to have such assistance with ray tuition. Your support is appreciated and
needed.

Sincerely,

Janet Hawi
Current Alaska National Guard Dependent



Letter o f  Support for HB 3S7

January 30, 2006

Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99S01

Dear Honorable Representatives.

I am writing as the spouse of a National Guard soldier asking that von support HB 387, 
“An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for families of National Guard members.” 
The Alaska National Guard has the distinction of being the only National Guard to draw 
its roots from indigenous North Americans, The Eskimo Scouts. The Scouts have played 
vital role in the defense of our state and nation from the days of the Territorial Guard to 
now the Alaska National Guard.
The spouse’s and children of our Guardsmen constantly deal with the possibility that 
their husband, wife, father or mother will be activated, mobilized or deployed. They can 
be mobilized to fight fire in the Mat-Su or deployed to fight terrorists in Iraq and 
Afghanistan; they go, willingly and boldly to protect what we hold dear. Too often those 
of us who are behind holding the home and community together are forgotten for our 
sacrifice. Our soldiers are the hero’s but we are the ones who sacrifice and give them the 
ability to wage war or save lives knowing that when ihey get home, all will be well.
We spend millions of dollars on programs and entitlements for corporations and 
companies who are in need of nothing, what would it hurt to spend a few dollars on the 
education of a soldier’s child'.’ Who would it benefit? Why would you not support 
something so noble, and so just? Let Alaska once again be the birthplace of excellence, 
be the first National Guard to provide “tuition assistance" to every member of the Alaska 
National Guard, soldiers and family members alike. I expect to see your support of 
HB387, do your part and maxe this hill a reality.

Sincerely,

Deanna K. Brown, Spouse of an 
Alaska National Guard Soldier
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Letter o f Support for HB 387 

January 30. 2006

Honorable Members o f the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf of myself and members of the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support o f HB 387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for 
families o f National Guard members.”. What we pay our defenders is a pittance in 
comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing family members with a 
“partial” tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for that 
sacrifice. 1 ask you to do your part and ensure that HB387 is swiftly passed into law and 
our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide a college education for their children 
and spouse.

Lonnie A. Staib, Veteran and 
Current Alaska National Guard Member
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Letter o f Support for HB 387 

January 30, 2006

Honorable M ember o f the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf o f  myself and members o f the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support ot HB 387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for 
trr-n'Wos o f  National Guard members.” Members o f the Alaska National Guard are the

o f  defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism; they are also ready at a 
:... ticc when Mother Nature releases her fury on our state. There are numerous 

i •■•p;i t i and retention incentives available to the Soldier and Airman, but we so very 
oiten overlook the sacrifices o f their families. What we pay our defenders is a pittance in 
comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing family members with a 
“partial” tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for that 
sacrifice. I ask you to do your part and ensure that HB387 is swiftly passed into law and 
our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide a college education for their children 
and spouse.

Spouse o f Army National Guard Member
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Dear Representative Croft:
.,o

I am sending this letter to express my support for House Bill 387. I am a Senior 
Airman in the Alaska Air Guard and am also a s udent at the University o f Alaska, 
Anchorage. Given the choice between Active Duty Military and Traditional Guard 
service, I decided to join the Guard so that I could stay in Alaska and attend school full­
time. As a traditional Guardsman, 1 serve one weekend per month and three weeks in the 
summer and am therefore a civilian more day? o f the year than 1 am a Guardsman. 
Furthering my education with the goal o f earning a bachelors degree and then continuing 
on to law school is an essential component o f my civilian life and the tuition assistance 1 
receive through the Dept, o f Veterans Affairs has, thus far, helped with funding these 
goals.

Prior to this past fall semester 1 was enrolled in the Professional Piloting 
curriculum in the Aviation Technology program at UAA. This is one o f the most 
expensive subjects that UAA offers, due to additional fees and the cost per hour for flight 
lessons. During 2003-2004, the cost o f attending UAA as a piloting major was, for me 
personally, in excess o f $6000, above and beyond the tuition that was paid by the VA. 
Higher education is not cheap.

This summer 1 am being deployed overseas to serve my country, and will miss the 
first half o f the coming fall semester at UAA. For this hardship, 1 am being paid roughly 
$3000 per month. 1 would like to think that my life is worth more than that, but like 
thousands o f military members in Alaska I am proud to serve, regardless o f  the cost. 
However, it is my belief that programs such as the tuition assistance program are small 
prices for the state to pay in reward to its military members that are so often put in harm’s 
way. Furthermore, Guard members do not receive the health and dental benefits that 
Active Duty members do, adding to the personal cost to individuals and their families.

For all o f the aforementioned reasons, it is a sad thing that many Guard members 
are denied this small benefit. Without state funding, the rate o f members denied 
assistance is projected to increase drastically. As an active member of the Alaska Guard 
family, 1 fully support HB 387, and any future legislation that pays tribute to the personal 
and professional sacrifices o f Alaska’s military members.

Sincerely,

SRA. Kristina S. Hurlburt 
AK Air National Guard 
Kulis ANGB, Anchorage, AK

Residence Address: 
1054 Evergreen St. 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 
907.244.1678



1/23/2006 4:25 PM

1 l.How many students apply for funding from DMVA every year for the 
past four years?
* Unknown -  ANG office has not kept this number until this Spring.

12 .How many of those requests have been funded?
*See Chart Below

13.Amount of  funding requested by DMVA before OMB got to it?
* Amount unknown- DMVA says they do not keep official records of 
that sort of  numbers.

14. Amount of  funding appropriated?
*See Chart Below

Chart of Important information of soldiers served and money allocated and other stu ff
Shortfall expected

-$9,688.00 
-$61,324.00

Notes
1 Funding requests exceeded funds by $100,00.00 for Tuition Reimbursement
2 Funding requests exceeded funds by $25,000.00 for Tuition Reimbursement

3 26 guard members denied due to lack of funding totaling 29,500.00for Tuition 
Reimbursement

4 Numbers as of January 19, 2006
5 Expected increase of 10% in soldiers
6 Known increase of 7% tuition
7 Governor's requested and suggested amount
O
°The increase in funding from this year to next is 7%, which does not account for the 

expected 10% growth in soldiers wanting education.

UA Waiver Tuition Reimbursement Notes $/credit $$$ that year
SFY02 510 35 1 $79 $28,500.00
SFY03 450 42 2 $82 $278,500.00
SFY04 475 36 $90 $278,500.00
SFY05 376 36 3 $99 $278,500.00
SFY06 200 14 4 $109 $353,500.00
SFY07 ? ? 5, 6, 7, 8 $120 $378,500.00



FISCAL NOTE

FY 2009

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Prepared by: P.at Pitney________________________________________________  Phone 450-8191
Division University of Alaska___________________________________________Date/Time 2/10/06 12:00 AM

Approved by: Pat Pitney_________________________________________________  Date 2/10/2006_______
Agency University of Alaska_________________________________________

HB 387

University of Alaska

ANALYSIS: (Atte~.h a separate page if necessary)

This bill would have no fiscal impact on the University, assuming that the Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education continues to fund 50 percent of the the tuition waivers for eligible National C d
family members as it currently does.

Revision Date/Tirr9 (Note if correction): Dept. Affected:
Title TU1 HON WAIVER FOR NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY RDU ______

Component
Sponsor RF 3RESENTATIVE(s) THOMAS, Croft____________ ______
R e q u e s t e r __________________________________________ Component No.

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:

() Publish Date:

Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claius 
Miscellaneous

TOT AL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

POSITIONS

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXf ENDITURES

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF 4atch
1004 Gr
1005 G /Frogr.am Rr -eipts 
1037 G-/Mentel Hea.
Other (specify T /pe~Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL

Estimat of any current year (FY2006) cost: 0.0
Mark th i ; box (X) if funding for this bill is Included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal:

Expenditures/Rt venues (Thousands of Dollars)

(Revised 9/7/2005 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):__________
Title Tuition Waiver lor National Guard Family

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
RDU

HB387-OMVA-COMM-1-23-06

Military & Veterans Affairs
Military & Veterans Affairs

Component Office of the Commissioner
Sponsor
Requester

Representative Croft

Expenditures/Revenues
Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

414

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 1 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
| CAPITAL EXPENDITURE'S"

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( n r

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost:
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:

No fiscal impact.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

John Cramer
Administrative Services Division

Phone (907) 465-4602 
Date/Time 1/23/0u 9:15 AM

Craig E. Campbell, Commissioner Date 1/23/2006
Department of Military & Veterans Affairs

(Revised 9^7/2005 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
S T A TE  O F A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: _______________
2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS ION Bill Version: CSHB 387(EDU)

() Publish Date: _______________

Revision Date/T me (Note if correction):_______________________ Dept. Affected;__________ Fish and Game
Title Tuition Waiver for National Guard Family________ RDU Administration and Suppoit

____________________________________________Component Administrative Services
Sponsor Represent? live Bill Thomas________________________________________________________
Requester House H£S~£ommittee Component Kio. 470

Expend itu res /R evenues_________________________________ (Thousands ot Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPiTAL EXPENDITURES | | |

jCHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1024 ) | (65.7)| (65.7)| (6u.7)| (65.7)| (65.7)| (65.7)|

FUND SOURCE____________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)________________________
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 0.0
Check this d o x  (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Prepared by: Tom Lawson_________________________________________________ Phone 465-5999
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 2/15/06 4:30 PM
Approved by: McKie Campbell_________________________________________ Date 2/15/2006
Agency Department of Fish and Game_____________________________

(Revised 9/712005 OMB) Page 1 o f 2



F I SCAL N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2006 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

BILL NO. CSHB387(EDU)

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

Alaska National Guard Complimentary Licenses

Type of 
License 
Sold
R Fishing Lie 
R Hunting Lie

Number 
of ANG 
3600 
3600

License
Fee
$24.00
$25.00

Revenue
$86,400.00
$90,000.00

% of Alaskans 
who purchase 

licenses 
50% 
25%

Total Revenue 
$43,200.00 
$22,500.00

Total $176,400.00 $65,700.00
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