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O ffic ial B usiness

Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives

S ta le  C ap ita l 
Ju n e a u , A K  99801-1182

SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR IIJR  7 
BY: Representative Tom Anderson

T IT L E : “Proposing am endm ents to the Constitution o f the Stale of Alaska to 

correct obsolete references to the office o f secretary o f  state by substituting 

references to the office o f lieutenant governor."

In 1970 the legislature proposed and the voters o f A laska approved a series 

o f am endm ents to the Stale constitution tha' changed the nam e of the office of 

“Secretary o f  S tate” to the office o f “Lieutenant G overnor” . At that time, the 

drafting attorneys did not catch all o f  the references to “Secretary of State” .

IIJR 7 attem pts lo correct the two references to “Secretary o f State" in the 

Alaska constitution that are left. The proposed am endm ents, if approved by the 

Legislature, would be placed before the voters in the next General Election.

I urge your support o f this bill.

January 21.2005 -  I IJI< 7 2*1-LSOTKI/A



Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives

State Capitol 
Jurtcnu,AK 99801-1182

S e c t io n a l  A n a ly s i s  f o r  I I J R  7 
B Y : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  A n d e r s o n

S e c t io n  1. A m e n d s  A rtic le  11, sec .  5 ,  C o n stitu t ion  o f  the State i f  A la sk a  
A dds: l i e u te n a n t  g o v e r n o r  
R e m o v e s :  [S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E )

T h is  ch a n g e  br ings  the A la sk a  C onstitu t ion  into  line w ith  the w il l  o f  the p e o p le  o f  A la sk a  to 
replace the p o s it io n  o f  S ecretary  o f  S tate  w ith  the p o s it io n  o f  L ieutenant G o v ern o r

S e c t io n  2. A m e n d s  A rtic le  III, sec .  2 5  C onstitu t ion  o f  the State  o f  A la sk a  
Adds: l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  
R e m o v e s :  [ S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E )

T his  ch a n g e  br ings  the A la sk a  C onstitu t ion  into  line w ith  the w il l  o f  the p e o p le  o l A lask a  to 
replace the p o s it io n  o f  S ecretary  o f  S tate  w ith  the p os it ion  o f  L ieu ten an t G o v ern o r

S e c t io n  3 . T h e  a m e n d m e n ts  p ro p o sed  in HJR 7 w il l  be p laced  on the ballot at the next general  

e lect ion .

T h is  is in co n fo r m ity  with  art. XIII, sec .  1 o f  the C onstitu tion  o f  the S ta le  o f  A laska . T h is  article  
requires all a m e n d m e n ts  lo  the const itu tion  be prop osed  by a tw o-th irds  v o le  o f  each  h ou se  o f  the 
legislature. If  p a ssed  it shall be p laced  on to  the ballot o f  the next general e lec t io n .  If  a majority  
o f  the v o te s  cast on  the proposit ion  favor the a m en d m en t ,  it shall be adopted .

January 2-1. 20115 II JR  7 TM .SU.Vlu/A
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M E M O R A N D U M  January 7, 2 0 0 5

S U B J E C T : H o u se  Joint R eso lu t ion  p rop os in g  a m e n d m e n ts  to the C onstitution  
o f  the S tate  o f  A la sk a  to correct o b so le te  re feren ces  to the o f f ic e  o f  
secretary  o f  s late  b y  substituting  re feren ces  to the o f f ic e  o f  
l ieutenant governor. (W ork  Order N o .  2 4 - L S 0 3 4 0 \ A )

T O :

F R O M :

R ep resen ta tive  T o m  A n d erson

Jack C n e n o w e th /7 . ,  , 
A ssis tan t  R e v is e r  ^

Treat the e n c lo s e d  H o u s e  jo in t  reso lu tion  as the eq u iva len t  o f  a revisor's  bill  for on e  
e lem en t  o f  the  state const itu t ion .

In 1970 , the leg is la ture  p ro p o sed  and the voters, b y  a m argin  o f  71%  - 29%  (y e s  =  
4 6 ,1 0 2 ;  n o  =  1 S,7S 1), approved  a ser ies  o f  am en d m en ts  to the state  con st itu t ion  that 
ch an ged  the n a m e  o f  the const itu tiona l o f f ic e  o f  "secretary o f  state" to the o f f ic e  o f  
"lieutenant governor."  In the 1 9 7 0  jo in t  reso lution  that p ro p o sed  the a m e n d m e n ts ,  a c o p y  
o f  w h ic h  is a ttached, the drafting attorneys o f  the t im e did not ca tch  all the referen ces  to 
"secretary o f  slate." T h e y  m is s e d  the tw o  that appear in article II, s e c t io n  5 and article  
III, sec t io n  2 5 .  B y  p ro p o s in g  am en d m en ts  to d e le te  in th ose  tw o  s e c t io n s  the o b so le te  
re feren ces  to secretary  o f  state and substituting  referen ces  to l ieutenant govern or , this  
H o u se  ioint reso lu tion  w o u ld  correct the oversight.

U n lik e  statutes, correct ion s  o f  errors and o m is s io n s  in the state co n st itu t io n  cannot be 
co m p le ted  ed itor ia lly .  U n d er  artic le  XIII, sec t io n  1,

A m e n d m e n t s .  A m e n d m e n ts  to this constitution  m a y  b e  p r o p o se d  
b y  a tw o-th irds  v o te  o f  each  h o u se  o f  the legislature. T h e  lieutenant  
g o v e r n o r  shall prepare a ballot title and proposit ion  s u m m a r iz in g  each  
p ro p o sed  am en d m en t ,  and shall p lace  them  on the ballot for the next  
general e lect ion . If  a m ajority  o f  the v o te s  cast on  the p ro p o s it io n  favor  
the a m en d m en t ,  it shall be  adopted. U n le ss  o th e r w ise  p r o v id e d  in the  
am en d m en t ,  it b e c o m e s  e f fe c t iv e  thirty d a y s  after the cer t if ica t ion  o f  the  
e le c t io n  returns b y  the lieutenant governor.

C h a n g es  o f  this kind m ig h t  h a v e  b een  proposed  by a constitu tiona l c o n v e n t io n  ca l led  to 
m a k e  c h a n g e s  to the state constitution . But, as y o u  kn ow , w h e n ,  at ten -year  intervals, the  
prop osa ls  h a v e  b een  presented  to the voters  as referenda under artic le  XIII, sec t io n  3, the



R epresentative  T o m  A n d erso n  
January 7, 2 0 0 5  
P a g e  2

voters  h a v e  rep ea ted ly  fa i led  to a p p rove  ca l ls  for state con st itu t ion a l c o n v en t io n s .  T h e  
voters  de fea ted  the ca l ls  for con st itu t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n s  in each o f  the 1972 , 1982, 1992 ,  
and 2 0 0 2  general e le c t io n s .

J B C m ie d
0 5 -0 0 5 .  m ed
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A LASKA :

* S e c t io n  1. Secs .  7, 8, 9 ,  10 ,  11 ,  13, 14 and 15, A r t .  I l l ,  
C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  the  S t a t e  o f  A laska ,  a r e  amended t o  rea d :

SECTION 7. There s h a l l  be a l i e u t e n a n t  governor .  He 
s h a l l  have th e  same q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as th e  governor and 
se rv e  f o r  th e  sane term . He s h a l l  perform  such d u t i e s  as 
may be p r e s c r ib e d  by law and b s  may be d e le g a te d  to  h i m  by 
th e  governo r .

SECTION 8. The l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  be noml ated  
in  the  manner p rovided  by law f o r  nom inating  c a n d ld a t t  fo r  
o th e r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s .  In the  g ene ra l  e l e c t i o n  th e  votes 
c a s t  f o r  a ca n d id a te  f o r  governor s h a l l  be co n s id e red  as 
c a s t  a l s o  f o r  the can d id a te  f o r  l i e u t e n a n t  governor running  
J o i n t l y  w ith  him. The ca n d id a te  whose name appears on the 
b a l l o t  J o i n t l y  with t h a t  o f  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d id a te  fo r  
governor s h a l l  be e l e c te d  l ie u te n a n t ,  governor.

SECTION 9 . In case o f  th e  temporary absence o f  the 
governor  fror.  o f f i c e ,  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  s e rv e  
as a c t i n g  governor .

Source:

SJR d_______ c* tp  s
SENATE 

JOINT RESOLUTION
Proposing  t h a t  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  the  S t a t e  o f  Alaska be 
amended by changing  the  name o f  the  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  to  
l i e u t e n a n t  governo r .

SECTION 10. I f  the  g o v e r n o r -e le c t  d i e s ,  r e s i g n s , o r  
i s  d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor e l e c te d  w ith  him 
s h a l l  succeed  to  th e  o f f i c e  o f  governor f o r  th e  f u l l  term. 
I f  the g o v e r n o r - e le c t  f a i l s  to  assume o f f i c e  f o r  any o th e r  
re a so n ,  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor e l e c t e d  w ith  him s h a l l  
s e rv e  as a c t i n g  governor ,  and s h a l l  succeed to  the  o f f i c e  
i f  th e  g o v e r n o r - e le c t  does n o t  assume h i s  o f f i c e  w i th in  s ix  
months o f  th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  term.

LECTION 11. In case o f  a vacancy in  the  o f f i c e  o f  
governor f o r  any reason ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l

i \ l ; i s k a  .S ta le  ^Gc^tslaimx



succeed to  the o f f i c e  f o r  the  rema inder  o f  the term.
SECTION 13. P ro v is io n  s h a l l  be made by lav; for  suc­

ce s s io n  to  the o f f i c e  o f  governor and fo r  an a c t in g  gov­
e rn o r  in  the  even t t h a t  the  l i e u t e n a n t  governor i s  unable 
to  succeed  to  th e  o f f i c e  o r  ac t  a3 governor. No  e l e c t io n  
o f  a l i e u t e n a n t  governor 3 h a l l  be h e ld  except a t  the 
time o f  e l e c t i n g  a governor .

SECTION 1<I. When the  l i e u t e n a n t  governor succeeds 
tc  th e  o f f i c e  o f  governo r ,  he s h a l l  have th e  t i t l e ,  
powers, d u t i e s ,  and emoluments o f  t h a t  o f f i c e .

SECTION 15. The compensation o f  the  governor and 
th e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  be p r e s c r ib e d  by law and 
s h a l l  no t  be d im in ished  d u r in g  t h e i r  term o f  o f f i c e ,  
u n le ss  by g en e ra l  law ap p ly in g  to  a l l  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e r s  
o f  th e  S t a t e .

* Sec. 2 .  Secs .  2 ,  3» 5 and 6, A rt .  XI, C o n s t i tu t io n  of
th e  S t a t e  o f  A laska, a re  amended to  read :

SECTION 2 .  An i n i t i a t i v e  o r  referendum i s  proposed 
by an a p p l i c a t io n  c o n ta in in g  the  b i l l  to  be I n i t i a t e d  or 
the  a c t  to  be r e f e r r e d .  Hie a p p l i c a t io n  s h a l l  be signed 
by not l e s s  than one hundred q u a l i f i e d  v o te rs  as sponsors, 
and s h a l l  be f i l e d  w ith  the  l i e u t e n a n t  governor.  I f  he 
f in d s  i t  in  p ro p er  form he s h a l l  so c e r t i f y .  Denial o f  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  to  J u d ic i a l  review.

SECTION 3. A f te r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  a p p l i c a t io n ,  
a p e t i t i o n  c o n ta in in g  a summary o f  th e  s u b je c t  m atte r  
s h a l l  be prepared  by th e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor f o r  c i r c u l a ­
t io n  by th e  s p o n so rs ,  I f  s igned  by q u a l i f i e d  v o te r s ,  equal 
in  number to  te n  p e r  cent o f  those  who voted in  the preced­
in g  g e n e ra l  e l e c t i o n  and r e s id e n t  in  a t  l e a s t  tw o-th ird s  
of  th e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  o f  th e  S t a t e ,  i t  may be f i l e d  
with  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor.

SECTION b . Ar. i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  at 
any t im e.  The l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  p repa re  a b a l l o t  
t i t l e  and p ro p o s i t io n  summarizing th e  proposed law, and 
s h a l l  p la ce  them on th e  b a l l o t  f o r  the  f i r s t  s ta te w id e  
e l e c t i o n  held  more than  one hundred twenty days a f t e r  
adjournment o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n  fo l low ing  the  f i l ­
ing .  I f ,  b e fo re  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  th e  same 
measure has been e n a c te d ,  the  p e t i t i o n  i s  vo id .

SECTION 5. A referendum  p e t i t i o n  may oe f i l e d  only 
w i th in  n in e ty  days a f t e r  adjournment o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s io n  a t  which the  a c t  wa3 passed . The l i e u t e n a n t  
governor s h a l l  p re p a re  a b a l l o t  t i t l e  and p ro p o s i t io n  
summarizing the  a c t  and s h a l l  p lace  them on th e  b a l l o t  
f o r  th e  f i r s t  s ta te w id e  e l e c t i o n  h e ld  more than one hun­
dred e ig h ty  days a f t e r  adjournment o f  t h a t  s e s s io n .

SECTION 6. I f  a m a jo r i ty  of  the  vo tes  c a s t  o n  the  
p r e p o s i t i o n  f a v o r  I t s  a d o p t io n ,  the  i n i t i a t e d  measure 
en a c te d .  I f  a m a jo r i ty  o f  the  vo tes  c a s t  on the  p r o p o s i t i  

f a v o r  th e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  an ac t  r e f e r r e d ,  i t  i s  r e j e c te d .
Hie l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  c . T t i l ’y the  e l e c t i o n  r e tu rn  • 
An i n i t i a t e d  law becomes e f f e c t i v e  n in e ty  days a f t e r  cere 
f i c a t l o n ,  I s  not s u b j e c t  to  v e to ,  and nay not be r ep e a ie a  
by the  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i th in  two years  ol' l l a  e f f e c t i v e  date-



I t  may be amended a t  any t im e. An ac t  r d e c t e c  by 
referendum i s  v e ld  t h i r t y  days a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Addi­
t i o n a l  p rocedures  fo r  the  I n i t i a t i v e  and referendum may be 
p r e s c r ib e d  by law.

* Sec. 3- Secs .  1 and 3. A rt .  X I I I ,  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  
S ta te  o f  A laska,  a r e  amended to  r e a d :

SECTION 1. Amendments to  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  may be 
proposed by a tw o - th i rd s  vo te  o f  each house o f  th e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e .  The l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  p repa re  a b a l l o t  
t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t io n  summarizing each proposed amendment, 
and s h a l l  p la c e  them on the  b a l l o t  f o r  th e  nex t  s ta te w id e  
e l e c t i o n .  I f  a m ajo r i ty  of  the  vo tes  c a s t  on th e  propo­
s i t i o n  f a v o r  th e  amendment, i t  s h a l l  be adopted.  Unless 
o th e rw ise  p ro v id ed  In the  amendment, i t  becomes e f f e c t i v e  
t h i r t y  days a f t e r  the  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  e l e c t i o n  r e ­
tu r n s  by th e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor .

SECTION 3 . I f  du r ing  any t e n -y e a r  p e r io d  a c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  conven tion  has not been h e l d ,  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  
governor s h a l l  p la ce  on the  b a l l o t  f o r  the nex t  g ene ra l  
e l e c t i o n  th e  q u e s t io n :  "S hal l  th e re  be a C o n s t i tu t i o n a l
Convention?" I f  a m a jo r i ty  o f  the  vo tes  c a s t  on th e  ques­
t io n  a re  i n  th e  n e g a t iv e ,  the  q u e s t io n  need n o t  be p laced  
on th e  b a l l o t  u n t i l  the  end o f  th e  nex t te n - y e a r  p e r io d .
I f  a m a jo r i ty  o f  the  votes c a s t  on th e  q u e s t io n  a re  in  
the  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  d e leg a te s  to  th e  convention s h a l l  be 
chosen a t  the  n e x t ; r e g u la r  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n ,  u n le ss  
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  provides  fo r  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  the  d e le g a te s  
a t  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  The l i e u t e n a n t  governor s h a l l  i s s u e  
the  c a l l  f o r  th e  convention .  Unless e t h e r  p r o v is io n s  
have been made by law, the  c a l l  s h a l l  conform as n e a r ly  as 
p o s s ib le  t o  the  actr  c a l l i n g  th e  Alaska C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con­
v e n t io n  o f  1955, in c lu d in g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  number o f  
.-embers, d i s t r i c t s ,  e l e c t i o n  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of  d e le g a te s  
and subm ission  and r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e v i s i o n s  and o rd inances  
The a p p r o p r ia t io n  p ro v is io n s  o f  the  c a l l  s h a l l  be s e l f -  
ex e c u t in g  and s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a f i r s t  c la im  on the  s t a t e  
t r e a s u r y .

* Sec. Sec. 9 ,  Art .  XV, C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  the  S t a t e  o f
Alaska, i s  amended to  read :

SECTION 9. The f i r s t  governor and l i e u t e n a n t  governor 
s h a l l  hold  o f f i c e  fo r  a term  beg inn ing  with  the  day ori
which they assume o f f i c e  and ending a t  noon on the  f i r s t
Nonday in  December o f  the  even-numbered y e a r  fo l lo w in g  the  
nex t p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  This term s h a l l  count as a 
f u l l  te rm  f o r  purposes o f  d e te rm in in g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  r e -  
e l e c t i o n  only i f  I t  i s  fou r  y e a rs  o r  more in  d u r a t io n .

* Sec. 5- The amendments proposed by t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  
be p laced  b e fo re  t h e  vo te rs  o f  the  s t a t e  a t  th e  nex t s ta te w id e  
e l e c t io n  i n  conform ity  with s e c .  1 ,  a r t .  X I I I ,  o f  the  C o n s t i tu ­
t io n  o f  the  S t a t e  o f  Alaska, and the  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  code.
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H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T Y -F O U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IR S T  S E S S I O N

BY REPRESENTATIVE ANDERSON

Introduced:
Referred:

A R E S O L U T I O N

1 I! P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A l a s k a  to c o r r e c t  o b so le te

2  r e f e r e n c e s  to t h e  o f f ic e  o f  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s ta te  b y  s u b s t i t u t in g  r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  o f f ic e  o f

3 II l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .

IIE  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A rtic le  II. see. 5 , C onstitu t ion  o f  the State o f  A laska , is  a m en d ed  to read:

S e c t io n  5 . D is q u a l i f i c a t io n s .  N o  leg is la tor  m a y  h o ld  an y  other o r 'e or 

p o s it io n  o f  profit under the U n ited  S lates  or the Stale . D u r in g  the term for w hich  

e lec ted  and for one year  thereafter, no  legis lator  m a y  be nom inated , e lected , or 

appointed  to any other o f f ic e  or posit ion  o f  profit w h ich  has been  created, or the salary  

or e m o lu m e n ts  o f  w hich  have been  increased, w h ile  he w a s  a m em ber . T h is  section  

shall not prevent any person from se e k in g  or ho ld in g  the o f f ic e  o f  governor,  

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  [ S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E ],  or m e m b er  o f  C ongress .  This  

sec t io n  shall not apply  to e m p lo y m e n t  by o r  e lec t io n  to a const itu tiona l convention .

* S e e .  2. A rtic le  III, sec .  25 , C onstitution  o f  the State o f  A laska, is a m e n d e d  to read:

S e c t io n  25 . D e p a r t m e n t  H e a d s .  T h e  head o f  each  principal department shall

L
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1 be a s ingle  e x e c u t iv e  u n le ss  o th e r w ise  provided  b y  law . H e  shall be appointed by the

2  governor, subject to  c o n f irm a tio n  by  a m ajority o f  the m e m b e r s  o f  the legislature in

3 jo in t  sess ion , and shall serv e  at the pleasure o f  the g o v ern o r ,  ex cep t  as  o th erw ise

4  provided  in this article w ith  respect to the l i e u t e n a n t  » o v e r n o r  [S E C R E T A R Y  O F

5 S T A T E ],  T h e  heads o f  all principal departments shall  b e  c i t iz e n s  o f  the U n ited  States.

6 * S e c .  3 .  T he  a m en d m en ts  p ro p o sed  by  this resolution shall be p la c e d  before the voters o f

7 the state at the next general e lec t io n  in con form ity  w ith  art. X III ,  se c .  1, C onstitution  o f  the

8 S tate  o f  A lask a , and the e le c t io n  la w s  o f  the state.
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