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"An Act relating to the municipal harbor facility grant program" 

For Alaskan coastal communities, harbors are their road to resources. Not only 
do they protect vessels from the ocean, harbors are critical transportation links 
and hubs of waterfront commerce that many businesses depend on. Over the 
past 1 O years, the Department of Transportation has transferred ownership of 
state harbors to 22 municipalities around Alaska's coast. In many instances the 
state had neglected its responsibility for conducting major preventative 
maintenance on those harbors. Although funds accompanied the transfers, the 
funds were insufficient to bring the harbors up to safe and serviceable condition. 
Accordingly, when local harbormasters took over the budgeting for their facilities 
they inherited a major financial burden that their local governments could not 
afford. 

In 2005 the Statewide Harbormasters Association met to find a solution to the 
approximately $99,858,000 in needed repairs. They brought forward a proposal 
for a 50/50 matching grant program. That proposal is reflected in House Bill 478. 

HB 478 establishes the Municipal Harbor Facility Grant Fund and a 50/50 capital 
matching funding program administered by the Department of Transportation. 
The bill sets out strict criteria to determine project eligibility. For example the 
application must be for a capital improvement project, not routine maintenance, 
which is considered a local responsibility, and the municipality must have the 
financial capability to maintain the harbor in the future. The bill prioritizes repair 
and major maintenance projects above other projects or new construction. Once 
a harbor facility receives funding under this program it will not be eligible for 
additional grants. 

In order to access resources and continue to stimulate our economy, Alaskan 
harbors must be in good working order. The proposal brought forth by the 
harbormasters, embodied in HB 478, will set up a fair and reasonable state/local 
partnership to ensure that our harbors receive the funding they deserve. 

Contact: Jan Fisk, aide to Rep. Thomas, at (907) 465-3732 



AMEND!Vf ENT \ 

24-LS 1694\F. l 
Cook 

3/13/06 

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE nNAJ\'uL u ..:11'l... BY REPRESENT ATJVE MOSES 

TO: CSHB 478(CRA) 

1 Paoc J line l fo lJowinn "relating lo"· 0 ' t :::J • 

2 Insert "state reimbursement for certain municipal capital projects and to" 

3 

4 Page J, fo llowing line 3: 

5 lnscrt a nei,.\' bill section to read: 

6 "*Section 1. AS '.29.60.700 is amended to read: 

7 Sec. 29.60.700. Hd mhul'scmt!nl for costs of municipal capital projects. (a) 

8 Subject to appropriations for the purposc, during each fi scul year, the Department of 

9 Tn1nspo11atio11 ;mc.1 Public Facilities , h:J f I allocate 10 each municipality an :imount to 

JO rcimhursc the cosLs paid by the muni c.:ipulity during the immcuiately preceding fiscal 

11 year for the principal und interest on ou tstanding debt for projects listed in (b) nf this 

I 2 section. An allocation may he mndc to a municipality only if 

13 ( I ) the dcht was incurred by the munic:ip~lity bi..:fore .July I. 20!0 

14 f1007] : and 

Ii (:?) the project nr f'H<.:ility financed with the debt pro ·ccds i!> localed in 

I 6 tht: munil'ip:ili ty and the projcl't cir facility is operated or controlled by the 

J 7 muni : ip:i lity. 

Is (h) The n (,.' jWl'lllll'll l (If J' ra11:-pon:11iu11 anu P11hli c; F:tc.:i litics m:1y makt.: an 

19 :dlt1c;;1tion tn a municipali ty u111Jc.:r (J) or this :-;cc:t ion only fc1r r1:imhur~cmc11t cif' costs 

~O i'lc:um:d for thl' Jolhl\\ ing Lon.,tru~ t iun :111d n.:nl1vat1<Hl pn~jcl:ls anc.1 C1nlv for 

21 rc:imhursc:m<.:11t 11r rwal fll'll.Jt:Ct costs incurred up to the folio'' mg :in1C1u111s: 

.,.., PROJECT 

Valdez $ 3.0 13,:)(J() 
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14 

Nome 

[ANCHORAGE (PORT OF ANCHORAGE EXPANSION) 

Malanuska-Susilna Borough (deep water port 

and road upgrade) 

Unalaska (LSA small boal harbor) 

Aleutians East Borough/ Akutan 

(small bout harbor) 

Lake and Peninsula Borough/Chignik (dock project) 

Aleutians Easl Borough/False Pass (small boat harbor) 

Fairbanks No1th Star Borough (Eiclrnn AFB schools, 

major maintenance and upgrades) 

Cjty of Fairbanks (fire hcadquaners 1'.tation replacement) 

Saxmun (publ ic safety bui lding) 

I 5 P:igc 1, line 4: 

16 Delete "Section 1" 

17 1nse11 "Sec. 2" 

IS 

19 Renumber the following bill section accordingly. 
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 478( ) 

JN THE LEGISLATURE OF TI-IE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE -SECOND SESSION 

UY 

Offered : 
Referred: 

Spnnsor(s): lllil'RESENTATJVES THOMAS. Elkins, Wilson, Lc:Doux 

A BILL 

FOH AN ACT ENTITLED 

WORK DRAFT 

24-LS1694\I 
Cook 

3/15/06 

"An Act relating (o the municipal harhor facility grant progr:•m: and providing for an 

"' cffcdi vc date." 

3 BE JT ENACTED ll\' THE LEGISLATUJ~E OF TIIE STATE OF ALASKA: 

-t * Section J. AS 29.60 is amended by adding new sccuons tn rc.:acJ: 

5 /\rtidc H . '\1unicipal llarhor Facility Gran t Program. 

Cl Sec. 29.60.800. Municipal hnrhor facility grant l'und. (:l) There is 

7 c:s t:1blishcll the municipal harbor facility grant funu co11sis1111g of money appropriated 

S tu the fu nd. Each fiscal year, the legis lature may appmpriatc money to the fund from 

1J thl' watcn:raft fuel tax account (/\S .n.40.0 I O(f)) :111c.I from the fi sheries hu~incss l ax 

IO c1, l lcl: tcd under /\S ~n. 75.0 1 S after paymcrns to municipalities arc madt: under 

11 AS ..J~.75. UO. 'I hc legislature may make othc.:r apprnpriations lCl thc fund. Tin; 

I ~ lcgis lallll'C 1nay :ippmpriatc Ill the fund inWOll' c:1rncd (I ll money in the rune.I. 

I ~ (hl i\fom.:y appn.ipriatcd tll the municipal harbor focili1y grant fu nd may he 

l·I l'Xptndcd hy the Dl'parttnc.:nt or Tr:1n !-.p1xtation :ind Public F:icili tiC!> for n111ni c.: 1pal 

-1- CSI lB -l78( ) 
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harbor facility grants without further appropriation. Money in the fund does not lapse 

2 and remains available for expenditure in successive fiscal years. 

3 (c) Each fiscal year. the Department of Transportation and Public Fucilities 

4 shall use :m amount equal to nl least 50 percent of the balance of the municipal harbor 

5 facility grant fund on June 30 of the preceding fiscal year for municipal harbor facility 

6 grants. 

7 Sec. 29.60.810. Grant applications. A municipality that owns a harbor facility 

8 may submit to the Department of Transportation and Public Faci lities an application 

9 for a municipal harbor facility grant to be used for construction, expansion, major 

JO repair, or major maintenance of a harbor facility. The application must include 

J 1 infom1ation about the project requested by the department. For a proposed project to 

12 be eligible for a grant. the municipality must provide evidence acceptable to the 

13 department that the 

14 (1) proposed project is a capital improvement project and not p:.lrt of a 

15 preventive maintenance program or regular custodial care program; 

16 (2) munic.ipalily will provide 50 percent of the total project cost as 

17 matching funds for the state gr:rnt and that money received by the municipality from 

18 the st:..i!e will not he used for the matching funds except money received under 

19 (A) AS 29.60.0 I 0 - 29.60.080 (municipal tax re ourcc 

20 equalization); 

2 J (B) AS 29.60.3:10 - 29.60.375 (safe communities program); and 

.,'> (C) ,\S 29.Ci0.~1:10, AS ·-D.75. 130. 43.75.137. and AS .'.l3.77.060 

23 (slwrcd f'i. herb. bmincss taxes and fi shery resource landing tax): 

::!4 (3) municipality has sccun.:d and will maintain adequate propert y loss 

'.:!S insurance fl>r til t: rcplacc1111.:111 cost of the harbor foeility or has an adequate program of 

26 in~ur:1ncc: 

27 (·l) mu11icqKility has a preventive maintenance plan fci r the harbor 

28 facility :md will he :1dcquatC'ly adhcnng tn the preventive rnaintenam:e pl:i11 :1ftcr 

29 comp kt ion < 1f the proposed prc~jccr. 

:w Sec. 29.60.820. A ward ol' grants. (a) The Dep:1rnncnt of Transpurtat1un :md 

~ I l'uhlic F:ic.:i litks may award a municipal harbor rac:ility grant during a fi scal yc.::ir nnly 

CSJ lB -'78( I " .. _ .. 
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for a proposed project eligible under AS 29.60.810 based on a grant application filed 

'> during the immediate ly preceding fiscal year before February l. The total amount of 

3 grant money made available to a municipality during a fiscal year may not exceed 

4 $5,000,000. 

5 (b) The Department of Transportation and Public Facj lities shall award a grant 

6 for every proposed project eligible under AS 29.60.810 that is for repair and major 

7 maintenance of a harbor facil ity that was tnmsferred by the state to a municipality 

8 before grants may be made for other proposed harbor facility projects during a fiscal 

9 year. However, after the department makes a grant for the repair and mruor 

10 mainten:mce of :.i harbor facility under this subsection, no other grants for the repair 

l I and major maintenance of that facilj 1v m:iy be made during the same or any other 

I 2 ffrcal year. 

J 3 (c) The Department of Transportation und Public Facilities shall establish 

14 priorities for the award of grants for proposed municipal harbor facility projects under 

J 5 (b) of this section and priorities for the award of grants for other proposed harbor 

J 6 fucility projects. with n<.:w construction projects having the lowest priority. The 

17 departmcnl shall award grants in the order of priority established. ln est:.iblishing 

IS priorities, lhc department shal l include al least the following, in the order listed: 

19 (]) the extent to which the municipality can demonstrate that ii will 

20 have suffic ient revenue to npcratc ~incl mainluin the harbor fa<.:ility in the future 

'.::! J without state aid: 

'") ') (2) public safety :rnd emergency f:tc1ors: 

23 (3 ) the :mw11nt spell! hy the municipality on maintcrwncc of the harbor 

2~ f:icility; 

25 (-i ) nthcr op1inn~ thal would reduce or climi11a1c the nectl for the 

26 proposed pmjc1.:t: and 

'27 (5) whether allcmati vc harhor projects would helle r serve the public 

_t:; irllt.:lt.:Sl. 

'}_t) (cl ) Thl! 11t.:panml'nt of Trans1h1J'lation :111d l'uhlic F:icili1ies may ~ uggt.:s t 

JO 11111d1fic:1tions tc1 a projl~C t n.:q11cst 10 achievt.: c.: tist s:1vi11gs or to helter st:n 'l' the publi c: 

·' I llllCJ'L!l\ t and. i (' th<.: illllllic ip:1'1 1y :1gn:l'S, :IW:trcl the ll1llllll'.lj1:tl harbor f:i 1.. il i1 y gr:int ror 

-~ - CSllB -1 78( J 
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the proposed projecl as modified. 

2 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 2006. 

CSJIB 47X( ) 
-··-L N(!l\' 'l'e xr: Umlcrl i 11cc1 { N.'L!"'!'ED 'l'EXT IJP.ACJ.:ETED] 



FISCAL NOTE 

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 

2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 4 78(CRA) 

(H) Publish Date: 3/3/06 

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: DOT&PF 
Title Municipal Harbor Facility Grants RDU Administration & Support 

----------------------Component Commissioner's Office 
Sponsor 
Requester 

Rep. Thomas 

----------------Component No. 

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars) 
Note· Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below 

530 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 
Pcrso:ial Services 
Travel 
Cof'lractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

!CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 

FUND SOURCE /Thousands of Dollarsl 
1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Soeci fy Tvoe--Do not abbreviate) 

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 0.0 
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is Included in tho Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS 

I 
Full-time 
Par:-time 
Temporary 

ANALYSIS: (Allac/J o soparato page if nocessary) 

0.0 0.0 

0.0 o.o 

Based on current information, the Department anticipates it will be able to administer this program with existing 
staff. 

Prepared lly: _J_o_hn_M_a_nl..._y _________________ _ Phone _:!n....;.5_-8_9_9_11 _____ _ 
Division Commissioner's Office DOT&PF Date/Time 212712006 ot 10:30 am 

Approved by: Mike Barton. commissioner Date 2/27/0G 
Agency ....;.D~O~T~&~P_F __________________ _ 

(ll11m1111 !lf //2005 OMU) Page 1 of 1 



Alaska Association of Harbormnsters 
And Port Administrators 

617 Katlian Ave., Sitka, AK 99835 
Phone: (907) 747-4877 Fax: (907) 747-6278 

House Finance Committee 
March 15, 2006 

HB478 
Testimony by John Stone 

President, AAHPA 

Mr. Chair and members of the House Finance Committee, my name is John 
Stone. I am the president of the Alaska Association of Harbonnasters and Port 
Administrators. 

The Alaska Association of Harborrnasters is an organization comprised of the 
senior managers from 27 community harbor systems. These include Anchorage, 
Bethel , Bristol Bay Borough/Nak.nek, Cordova, Craig, Dillingham, Haines, Homer, 
Hoonah, Juneau, Kenai, Ketchikan, King Cove, Kodiak, Nome, Pelican, Petersburg, 
Port MacKenzie, Sand Point, Seward, Sitka, Skagway, Unalaska/Dutch Harbor, Valdez, 
Whittier, Wrangell, and Yakutat. The Association's goal is simple: to make Alaska' s 
harbors they best they can be. 

First, let me say that the Association fully supports 1-IB 4 78 and appreciates the 
Committee taking the lead on this important state and community issue. During the 
past several years, the Association has attempted to bring the dilapidated condition of 
Alaska's harbor infrastructure to the attention of the Legislature. We appreciated the 
opportunity to speak to the Fish Caucus Inst session to discuss this state\.vide problem. 
V./e are also very encouraged that the Alaska Department of Transportation fully 
supports this bill. 

Most of Alaska's harbor infrastructure wns built by the Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Public Faciliti t:s in the l 960's and l 970's. Largely, this 
infrastructure is at the end its use ful life making complete replacement of it necessary. 
'Y./e believe the financial resources needed to replace these faci lities before the end of 
their lives requires the collective crfort of the State ~md local harbor jurisdictions. 
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Testimony of John Stone, President of AAHPA, on HB 478 
Before the House Finance Committee 

March 15, 2006 

The State's policy for many years was to enter into agreements with the cities 
and municipalities for the operation of the harbor systems with the State retaining title 
to the physical harbor improvements. The cities and municipalities established 
enterprise funds and assessed fees to users in an amount necessary to finance the 
operating cost of the facilities. This atTangement has worked very well from an 
operations standpoint. Unfortunately, neither party addressed facility replacement; the 
locals because they did not hold title to the improvements and the State because funding 
was not available. 

In the I 990 's, the State developed a new policy whereby the title of the physical 
improvements would be turned over to the local harbor jurisdictions along with some 
funding to help with facility replacement. Although the policy is sound, the program 
suffered from the fact that the funding provided with the transfer of title was only a 
fraction of the fu nding needed to replace the infrastructure that was transferred. 

As the transfers have gone forward, local harbor jurisdictions developed faci lity 
replacement schedules and began looking at fees to cover facili ty replacement costs. It 
became clear that harbor fees needed to increase several-fold in short order. 1t also 
became clear that fees alone are not sufficient to recapitalize the transferred harbor 
infrastructure before it is lost. 

Local harbor j Jrisdictions have indeed stepped up to the plate. Many of us are 
looking to finance revenue bonds with fee increases in order to replace transferred 
infrastructure. The Association believes this presents a good opportun ity for a match 
funding program with the State. Many local governments, the State Chamber, the 
Alaska Municipal League, and our Association have adopted resolutions in support of 
this harbor match funding p1 ,)gram. 

We ask for :his match program because we believe it is a good investment for the 
State. My colleagues at the Association \•viii expand upon th is point. Suffice to sny that 
our harbors substantially contribute to the State's economy and arc the. JitebJood of 
many communities. 

Jn summary, we thank the Chair and Committee for its consideration of HB 478. 
The Alaska Association of Harbormasters and Port Administrators strongly supports 
this bi ll. The dilemma facing us is that we have a tremendous amount of harbor 

Page 2of3 
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March 15, 2006 

infrastructure that is at the end of its useful life. This infrastructure has been put into 
our hands. We are scrambling to find ways to replace it before it is lost. We are also 
substantially increasing fees to help with replacement costs. Vle have learned that fees 
are not the total answer. This bill provides much needed help with these replacements 
by matching our local investments. This bill also achieves the policy goal of the harbor 
transfers, whereby the local communities become responsible for the operation, 
maintenance, and replacement of the harbor improvements, because it gives us the 
capabil ity to replace the transfeITed infrastructure before it is lost. 

Thank-you. 

Page 3of3 
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MAR-15-06 WED 05:57 PM FAX NO. 

CITY OF WRANG'L!J L, ALASKA 

RESOLLl'l'ION NO. 02-06-1040 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WRANGELL, ALASKA, FOR THE LBGTSLATURE TO 
PROVIDE MATCHTNG MAINTENANCE AND REPAlR 
FUNDS TO T.OCAL GOVERNMENT OWNED 
HARBORS 

WHEREAS, 1he Stntc of Ahiska built and owned mnny of the harbor facilities in Alaska's 

· ·~·mmunitics; :md 
I 

WJJEREAS, under Slnlc of A111ska ownership, the mr.inlcnancc and rep<lir of the harbor 
frlcilitica was minim:il; :ind 

WHEREAS, when trnnsforring ov-:n:~rship of the harbor facilities to the local 
govcm~nems. the Stnte of Alaska provided insufficient funds lo restore the harbor 
f;1ci litit.:s tu "good" conclition; itnd 

WHEREAS, local governments arc willing to assu 1 m~ financial rt?sponsibilily of1hcir 
ownc.:rship t'olcs; ~nul 

\\'l ·JER DAS. local governments are r~alizing that ownership of harbors means that 
11·1,)oragc:s r~tes to the pl1blic must be increased ~e\ ernl fold to restore lhc harbors lo good 
condi tion: am.I 

\\'IlER.EAS, local government!' may not be able to impk;mcnt such drnmnlic moorage 
inCl'l: llS~~ \Vilholll financinl ;1Ssist<1nce; :mtl 

\VHC.:H .. Et\S, local govc.:nuncnts seek finnncial ossisrnnce from the Legislature to prc,·cnt 
:\lt-1skn 's harbor facilities from dis:ippcaring; :.mJ 

I Wl I ERE/\$, local govcmmcnls request the Li:gisl:Hurc to provide 50% match funding 
progrnm for the inaiutcn:mcc rind repair of the transren ctl harbors. 

NOW, Tl II.mEFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED BY TIIE COUl\ClL OF THE CITY OF 
WRANGELL. ALASKA, that it requests that the Staie of Alask:i 1.egisl:lturc provide 
c;ipital matching fonds 10 loc:il govc:m1m:nls who have accepted ownership of the harbors 
rl1r ll1c p Ul'jW!le uf helping local governments l<' funtl deferred port ancl haruot' 
11111i111t·nf1nc• tlrojccls. 

ADOPTED; 

P. 02 



MAR-15-06 WED 05 :57 PM FAX NO. P. 03 

ATfEST:(~.t·l{ J.l.._ . .__.,;:/(~-:J1... ·1!:~:~J.n'--
ChrisLi!! f,. Jamieson, City Clerk 



Headquarters: 
217 ::!nd Street, Suite 201 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 586-2323 FAX 463-5515 

W\\'\V,alaskachurnbcr.com 

. ~ . 
• 

• • • • 
/\l _...\SKA 

March 1, 2006 

Representative Bill Thomas Jr. 
State Capital, Room 428 
Juneau Alaska 99801-1182 

Representative Thomas, 

Rcgion:il Office: *STATE* 
601 W 5th Ave., Suite 700 CHAMBER 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 I 

(901) 278-2722 FAX 278-6643 OF COMMERCE 

The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce strongly supports BB 478. Supporting Alaska's 
Harbor Infrastructure has been one of the State Chamber's legislative priorities for a number of 
years. Without adequate harbor infrastructure. commercial fishermen and sport fishermen have 
little opportunity to grow their uniquely Alaskan businesses. 

Currently, many of our harbors are in need of repair and expansion, whether to help our 
commercial fishermen offload their catch, or to provide safe ramping for Alaska's burgeoning 
tourist activities. The State of Alaska has an obligation to provide adequate harbor facilities in 
many pares of the state; our harbors are the transportation corridors for Alaska's maritime 
road\vays. Without adequate harbor infrastmcturc, Alaska will continue to be Jimited in its 
growth of maritime commerce. 

HB 478 attempts to address many of Alaska's harbor funding problems by creating the municipal 
harbor grant fund through the. collection of fuel tax revenues and fisheries business taxes. While 
HB 478 makes headway in fixing many of Alaska's harbors. the State Chamber feels that the 
taxes collected wi ll not provide adequate revenues lo address Alaska's aging harbor 
i11frast111c1urc. The Chamber feels thnt additional appropriations may be necessary er add1tiom,J 
bonding utilizing tax revenues might ultimately provide adequate revenues to address the 
funding necessary to help our harbors. 

Yours in economic prosperity, 

I ' . '·; · ll 1, l j ,L. " 

Vv'aync :i\. Stevens 
President/CEO 
Alaska State Chamber of Commcrcc 



ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF HARBORMASTERS AND PORT ADMINISTRATORS 

Resolution Number 2005-01 

A resolutio11 of the Alaska Association of Harhormasters and Port Administrators/or the 
Legislature lo pro~·idc mate/ting maintenance and repair fimds to local government owned 

harbors. 

Whereas, the State of Alaska built and owned many of the harbor facilities in Alaska's 
communities; and, 

Whereas, under State of Alaska ownership, the maintenance and repair of the harbor facilities 
was minimal; and, 

Whereas, when transferring ownership of the harbor facilities to the local governments, the State 
of Alaska provided insufficient funds to r~store the harbor facilities to "good" condition; and, 

Wbercns, local governments arc willing to assume financial responsibility of their ownership 
roles; 

Whereas, local governments are realizing that ownership of harbors means that moorage rates to 
the public must be increased several fold to restore the harbors to good condition; and, 

Whereas, many local governments may not be able to implement such dramatic mooragc 
increases without financial assistance; and 

Whereas, local governments sc.:k financial ::issista.ncc from the Legislature to prevent Alaska 's 
hnrbor facilities from disappearing; and 

Whereas, local governments request the Legislature to provide 50% match funding program for 
the maintenance and repair of the transferred harbors. 

THEREFORE, DE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska Association of l larbonnasters aod Pon 
Administrators thnt it requests that the State of Alaska Legislature provide capital matching 
funds to local governments who have accepted ownership of the harbors for the purpose of 
helping local govcmmcnts to fund deferred port and harbor maintenance projects. 

Section J. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

PASSED AND APJJRO\'EO l>y rh e 1\lnska Associa tion of lfarbornrnstcr and Porr 
Administra tors, thi t2nd d ll)' of October, !005. 

Jo~:=:.~l'r.sldc111 
Ah1sk:1 Associution of IJurhormnstcrs und Port Administrntor 



CITY OF SKAGWAY, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION NO. 05-27R 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SKAGWAY, ALASKA URGING THE LEGISLATURE TO 
PROVIDE MATCHING MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR FUNDS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
OWNED HARBORS. 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska built and owned many of the harbor facilities in Alaska's 
communities; and 

WHEREAS, under State of Alaska ownership, the maintenance and repair of the harbor 
facili ties was minimal; and 

WHEREAS, when transferring ownership of the harbor facilities to the ~ocal governments, the 
State of Alaska provided insufficient funds to restore the harbor facili ties to "good" condition; and 

WHEREAS, local governments are will ing to assume fi nancia l responsibility of their ownership 
roles; and 

WHEREAS, local governments are realizing that ownership of harbors means that moorage 
rates to the public must be increased several fold to restore the harbors to good condition; and 

WHEREAS, Many local governments may not be able to implement such dramatic moorage 
increases without :inanclal assistance; and 

WHEREAS, local governments seek financial assistance from the Legislature to prevent 
Alaska's harbor facilities from disappearing: and 

WHEREAS, local governments request the Legislature to provide 50% match funding progr;im 
for the maintenance and repairs of the transferred harbors: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ci ty Council of the City of Skagway urges the 
State of Alaska Legislature to provide capital matching funds to local governments who have 
accepted ownership of the harbors for the purpose of helping local governments to fund 
deferred port and harbor maintenance projects. 

PASSED AND APPROVED on this 1 7~' day of November, 2005 by the City Council of the City 
of Skagwny, Alaskr- . 

Tim Bourcy. Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Marjorie D. Harris, City Clerk 

(SE/\L) 

Vote: 5 /\ye 0 N;1y 1 /\bsent 
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C?I'Y OF WBl'l l U:ll, ALMJCA 
1'MC>un10N~ 

A ll.ESOLUTIOl'( 01 THI CITY COONCtL or TRI crrr OF WBll llD, ALASKA, 
llQWSl'JNG ~T TD ALASKA BrAT& LIGISLA't'VJtl PltOVtDI STAmVIDI 
MAINTINAt-tel AND RIPAJR 1tmDS TO LOCAL GOVDNMENr! 111A1' .lfAVlt 
ACC&P'I&D ()W1(QS8Jp AND MAINTIJUKACE USPOrmwn.rn' 0, 1'0RMERLY SJ'ATX 
OWNID ffAQOR FACIU11ES 

WllE1UtAS, tbl Sfatll of Alab (S-) COOltnlc1ed Of impro¥eef Ind~ ftmi*CIUS hcbor !acil~ iel iu 
COlmDUllJdet dtroupoat Alub; '°" 
WHEUAS, matntm-rc Ind~ of the hlrt>or t9cnttfcs under Staie owncrMip .., mJnJmaJ; snd 

~ u pert dM trms1'lr o! OWJMObJp o( 1hc hart>ot factlttJCll flO Joc:al J0YC11nnt11ts, the Start 
prorlded lnmfflciemt ftmdl to r'llltoN the hnor Witite to a ISfb opmidna ~; 8M 

Wm&AB. Mrl if local ~a11"*2tl '" willing to utvme the &lncill ~ of ~h =p by 
u.ar..;q,.... ID n:i&« ~al JDIJntmlncc Ind opawdnc cma, •well as cslabtilbiq t long«m, 1 Jt1lrc 
mtJor ~ flDOYIZiam, Ind repllcement tand. dw r-. mz.,1y· CIMOt be .tnacwd ml(h to 
.c:compllab all of lbe lbovt sod~~ the adldng de&iencies illhlritlld ftom the Stme; ai)d 

~AS, 1be Qty of ~ittier (City) i.. ma I ~ llmll bcJllt ~ moconp fw 13 pcmmt owr the 
pmt 11:rea ywi to CO¥W" dopr~ inftnlcm. md brw.Md opamtsc IDd m•"••u ~ 1lae City b 
Jn need of m .sation&I $14 mllHoa to bring tbe cUdnc ..SI ~ b.wtxJr' Wity up t> a a lf)d ~ 
ooudfdon, •well a fbrmfnor npeoa(Qa to www•••w;idSie tbo lnc:lowd .U. ortbe carTalt bolti.tior flttt 
and l"veat fn1DUllg of the batfn doe to erotbl Ind slouptnc: Md . 
WJI!Rl.A!, tho ~dy of Jocal JOVermncta thlt ~ ownenbip Nld mafnttnance rwpoosibi Jties 
r.1f blrb<r facilitiet tom Ibo St.di .. in :mod of lddiDoc\al ftmnclal 9appO(t .fkJm the Alab .1ts1e 
Lcgilllbire 10 ~ bring Al&Ska' s pib& hmbor ficilinm to a .ro oonditioQ. 

~BE rr USOLvtD thlt tbC City Council for the City of WhfU.er, Alaslca, requesu that 
the Stm or Aluka L~ approprial9 aiptt.J ftmdt to local ~ thnt haw ~ ptCld 
ownonhip oftbe hlrbor'I b'ihe purpox ofhclping local p>vcr1n1Mi1U trwidon to their owoershlp rok L 

P.usl.D AN)) AnROvn> by a d\Jl;y ~ quonnn of the Whltt:Mr City Covncfl on ~b _ . 
<»y of1aaumy2006. 

ATJ'E.5T: 

~Krol 
Cfty Cleric 

Aya; 7 
Noa:O 
At:.ed: 0 
1',.b:lc&ln;Q 
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February 27, 2006 

Representative Bill Thomas 
St.arc Capital 
Jun~ AK 99811-1182 

Ile: HB 478 

Dear Repre5entarive Thomas: 

CITY OF CORDOVA 

Cordova w-:>uld like to add their suppon forHB 478, which would create~ municipal harbor 
facility grant program. 

la! 002 

Cordova received transfer of our harbor from the state in 2003. Although this was originally 
regarded u .a positi~ move. we have not seen a great benefit to our community to date. 
Unfor1Unately, adequate funding needed to upgrade the &cility was not included with that transfer. 
The City has a regular maintenance program which is funded tlirough user-fe~ but the time has 
come to fund major improvements that can better serve our large comma-cial f.~11ing fleet and 
maritime community. 

The following arc examples of projects needed in Cordova which could be address~d by this 
legislation: 

1. Construct and Install Courtesy Float at North Boat Launch Ramp 
2. "G" Float Replacement 
3. Old Grid Replacement 
4. Transient Float Gangway Replacement 
5. New Harbor Electrical Upgrade 

$120,000 
$600,000 
Sl00,000 
Sl00,000 
SS00,000 

As one of Alaska's busiest harbo~ coastal communities, please let me know what Cordova can to 
help in passage of this timely and much needed legislation. 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent situation which is being faced by many coastal 
communities throughout AJ.ulca. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~YL--' 
May'; .en;Joyce 
City of Cordova 

ROl R111lrnlld Avenue ?.O. Box 1210 Cordova. A111skft fl Rf;74 Telephone (907) 424·G200 Fax (907) 424·6000 



February 22, 2006 

Representative Bill Thomas 
Representative Kurt Olson 
Alaska State Legislature 
Stale Capitol 
Juneau, AK · 99801-I 182 

Cordova District Fishermen United 
P.O. Box 939 

Cordova, Alaska 9957 4 
(907) 424-344 7 FAX (907) 424-3430 

RE: Support HB 478- Municipal Harbor Facilities Grant Fund 

Dear Representative's Thomas & Olson, 

Cordova District risht:nnen United (CDfU) supports HB 478 relating to the creation of a 
program designed to attain capi ta l i111prnvt.:ml.!nts for harbC>r facil ities through matching 
fund gr:ints to municipalities. 

For Alaska's coastal communities, harbor~ maintenance & facilities arc cri t ic~ l for the.! fishing 
industry as well as residents & visitors. It is impcmtivc that these harbors be in u good state of 
n:pnir, both for timctionality & safoty of its users. 

CDFU support~ the creation or a pro1:,'Tam that will fund capital improvements as well as major 
maintenance or harbor facilities mt.Jdc possible through HB 478. 

Sinccrdy, 

Dinm: Platt 
Ex1.:cutivc Director 



UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA 

Man.:h 8. 2006 

lh:prcscntutive Kevin Meyer, Co-Chairman 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska Stale Legblature 
State Capitol (Mail Stop 3 100) 
Ju nca u AK 9980 I 

211 Fourth Street, Suite 11 O 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1172 

(907) 586-2820 
(907) 463-2545 Fax 

E-Mail: ufa@ula-fish.org 
www.ula-fisl1.org 

United Fishermen of Alaska (U FA) supports House Bill 478 <111d Scnnte Bill 29 1, establishing the 
Municipal I !arbor Facil ity Grant Fund and a 50/50 cnpital 111ah:hing funding program administered 
hy the Dcp:irtmc111 orTrnnsportation. The funds :ire not for routine maintenance, but for capital 
improvement projects. 

Alaska ·s harhnrs an: the lhundati1:11 nf the transportation inli·a~ ructurc in nwny or mnsl co•1stal 
communitks. serving cnmmcrci;il lishenncn as well as other hw·i111.:sscs and rccn.·ational users. 
;\ Iler the trnnsli.:r fro111 stall' to lol'a l 111a11agc111cnl in recent years, 11wny lwrhllrs sul'l i.:r from 
d1.:1Crn:d 111aintena1H.:1.:. and clforb to l'und the rwccssary rcpuirs thmugh locul taxcs and llSl'I' li.:l's 
hil\ e in 11ia11y c;1scs nnl hci'.' alfordahle to users. 

J\11 a111cndmc111 In I Jn -1 78 in 11 .>usc Rl!Stllll'l.'CS C'11mmi1t c1.: has ;iddcd thl· fi sheries business tax as a 
potential source for l1:1rh1lr funding. and UFA prd\:rs thi.; original k gislatirn1 calling 1i11· 1h~ 
\\':tlcn:rnll fud tax as thl' source or funding. l'lw :tllocati 1111 lll' li shl·rics business tax hrings 
l.:ntllpli1.::1tio11'i with uthcr uses llf thl' 'ie funds. :111d r:ii sl''i l.:lllll'lTll that the hurdcn for harhurs may 
1:t11 di ... p1·op11t1io11ally llJH111 com111crl.:ial lishcrmt.:11 ;11m1ng tltl· 111any users tif thc har'ht1rs. \Ve pn:li.:r 
lhl.' lcgi~lat ion in 11. ... original liirrn. hut arc crn11pk1dy i11 support ol'thc c11m:cpl and lll'l.'d for harhnr 
facili ty li111ding. 

l IF1\ n.:prc~l· 111 ..; thirty-11111: Alasl,. ;1 cn1111llcrdi1I fo,hin!! !!'°lllh from li:-hcric.., th11 1llgh11ut the :-Wit.:. 
:1lll1gclhcr l'l'fll'l'~ l.'llli11g tl111u~i 11Hl 'i 111' i11dh idual ,\l:1ska tishl'l'lll l.'11. 

I hank ~l'll fi1r yuur rn11.., idl.'r:1tio11. 

~~u~~~ 
lark \ ' i11-; \.:I 

F:'\l.'l'11li \·c 1Jirl-c l11r 



MAR-16-2006 THU 01:47 PM SITKA LIO 907 747 5807 P. 01 

Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House Finance Colll'lDittee ~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

committee name 

Committee on HB 4 78, Municiplll Harbor . .. ' dated 
~~:....;.:..~b~i#ll~#M/~s~ub~~~ec~c=-;...;.:;.""'-'-'.---~ 

3-16- 2006 

As il resident of Sitka and e. collll!lercial f ishermar. x -would like to voice my support 

for HB 478 . 

Harbors throushout the State noed assistance for upkeep, capitol improvement s , and 

safety of the harbor users. 

The h6~ ~wL uys tcms genera te much economic benefit to the State . It helps our 

communities diversify choir economics . 

In Sitka, the harbor moorage has increa&ed many times in the las t five years with no end 

jn night. lt h4s more than doubled to over $1000.00 per: year for my 5izc boat. 

I believe i t would be a good use of s ta te revenue co help offset cost to harbor 

users and oi1:- coro111unit i eG for chis needed economic drive in the St ate . 

Signed: ~()I~ L. 
Teftifier 

John L. M~ rrav , self 
Representing (optional) 

224 Ob6ervatory Street . Sj r ka , AK 9963 ~ 

Address 

907- 747- 6212 

Phone 11umber 




