




Official Business

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  

C o m m i t t e e  o n  F i n a n c e

Stale Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

D a t e :  A p r i l  2 7 ,  2 0 0 6

T o :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  T h o m a s

F r o m :  L o u a n n e  C h r i s t i a n ,

H F C  C o m m i t t e e  A s s i s t a n t

R e : C S H B  4 0 3  ( F I N )  

C o r r e c t  v e r s i o n

O n  A p r i l  7 ,  2 0 0 6 ,  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  a d o p t e d  

c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H B  4 0 3 ,  w o r k  d r a f t  L S 1 2 2 9 \ L .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  p r e v i o u s  v e r s i o n  ( L S - 1 2 2 9 \ I )  w a s  

i n a d v e r t e n t l y  s e n t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  I  a p o l o g i z e  

f o r  t h e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t h i s  h a s  c a u s e d  y o u  a n d  y o u r  s t a f f .
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24-LS1229\L 
Luckhaupt 

4/4/06

WORK DRAFT

CS F O R  IIO U SE BILL NO. 403( ) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES THOMAS, Croft

A BILL

FO R  AN ACT ENTITLED

J “An Act relating to registration and  operation oflow-speed vehicles.”

2 BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  L E G ISLA TU R E OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.10.421(b) is amended to read:

(b) The biennial registration fees under this subsection are imposed within the 

following classifications for:

(1) a passenger vehicle, a low-speed vehicle, or motor home not used

or maintained for the transportation of persons or property for hire or for other

commercial u s e .................................................................................................................. $100;

(2) a pick-up truck or a van not exceeding 10.000 pounds unladen

weight and not registered in the name of a company or business ..........................SI00;

(3) a ta x ic a b ............................................................................................$160;

(4) a motor bus with a seating capacity for 20 or more persons and 

used exclusively for commercial purposes m the transporting o f visitors or tourists

.$300;
(5) a motorcycle o ra  motor-driven cycle...........................................$oO:

L
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(6) a trailer not used or maintained for the transportation of persons or 

property for hire or for other commercial use. including, but not limited to, a boat 

trailer, baggage trailer, box trailer, utility trailer, house trailer, travel trailer, or a trailer 

rented or offered for rent ...................................................................................................$30.

* Sec. 2. AS 2S. 10.421(c) is amended to read:

(c) The biennial registration fees under this subsection arc imposed and are 

based upon the actual unladen weight as established by the manufacturer’s advertised 

weight or upon the actual weight, which the owner shall furnish, subject to the 

approval of the commissioner or the commissioner’s representative, for a vehicle, 

including a low-speed vehicle and a motor vehicle pulling a trailer or semi-trailer, 

that is registered in the name of a company or business, or is used or maintained for 

the transportation of passengers for hire, excepting taxicabs and buses under (b) of this 

section, or for the transportation of property for hire or for other commercial purposes, 

including a low-speed vehicle, truck, wrecker, tow car. hearse, ambulance, and

tractor, as follows:

(1) up to and including 5.000 p o u n d s ....................................SI 80;

(2) more than 5,000 pounds to and including 12,000 pounds .... $268;

(3) more than 12.000 pounds to and including 18,000 pounds .. $516;

(4) more than 18,000 pounds................................................... $662.

* See. 3. AS 28.10.421(h) is amended to read:

(h) The annual registration fees under this subsection for vehicles, includinn 

low-speed vehicles, used for commercial purposes are imposed and are based upon 

the actual unladen weight as established by the manufacturer's advertised weight or 

upon the actual weight, which the owner shall furnish, subject to the approval of the

commissioner or the commissioner’s representative, as follows:

(1) up to and including 5.000 p o u n d s .................................................$00;

(2) more than 5.000 pounds to and including 12.000 pounds .... $134;

(3) more than 12.000 pounds to and including 18.000 pounds ..$258;

(4) more than 18,000 pounds.............................................. $331.

4. AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to article 5 to read:

See. 28.35.261. Operation of low-speed vehicles, (a) The operator of a low-

403 -2-
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speed vehicle is subject to all the traffic and other laws applicable to operators of 

passenger vehicles.

(b) The operator of a low-speed vehicle may not operate that vehicle on a 

highway that has a maximum speed of more than 35 miles an hour. Notwithstanding 

this subsection, the operator of a low-speed vehicle may cross a highway that has a 

maximum speed limit of more than 35 miles an hour if the crossing is made at the 

intersection with a highway that is authorized for low-speed vehicles.

(c) Notwithstanding AS 28.01.0J0,

(1) a person may not operate a low-speed vehicle within a municipality 

unless that municipality has adopted an ordinance allowing the use of low-speed 

vehicles within its jurisdiction;

(2) a municipality may, by ordinance, further restrict the operation of 

low-speed vehicles within its jurisdiction.

* Sec. 5. AS 28.40.100(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(27) “low-speed vehicle” means a motor vehicle that has four wheels 

and an unladen weight of 2.500 pounds or less, that was manufactured to be capable of 

propelling itself and achieving a minimum speed of 20 miles an hour and a maximum 

speed of 25 miles an hour, and that has not been modified to have a maximum speed 

greater than 25 miles an hour,

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 24-LSI220VL
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Date of Committee Action: _ M ± l b M  
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I IB  403

NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES

"An Act relating to registration and operation of neighborhood electric vehicles." 
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F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

20 06  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Nole if correction): 
Title "A n  A c t relating to reg istra tion  and operation of 

ne ighborhood e lec tric  veh ic les."________________

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Dale:

Dept. A ffected : 
'R D U

C S H B  403(S TA )

2 /24 /06

P ub lic  S a fe ly
A laska  S tate T roopers

C om ponen t A S T  D etachm ents
S ponsor
R equeste r

R epresen ta tive  T hom as
H ouse State A ffa irs  C om m ittee

E x p e n d itu r e s /R e v e n u e s

_  Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2325

N ote: A m ounts do not include in fla tion  unless o therw ise  noted below .
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D ITU R E S FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012

P ersonal S ervices 
T rave l 

C on trac lua l 
S upp lies  

Equ ipm ent 
Land & S tructu res 

G ran ts  & C la im s 
M isce llaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D ITU R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( )

FU N D  SO U R C E (T housands o f D o lla rs)

1002 Federal R ece ip ts
1003 G F M atch
1004 GF

1005 G F/P rogram  R ece ip ts 

1037 G F/M enta l H ealth
O ilie r  (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s tim a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r (FY200C) c o s t:
M a rk  th is  b o x  (X) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b i l l  is  in c lu d e d  ir

P O S IT IO N S

0 0
's  FY 200G b u d g e t p ro p o ti  th e  G o v e rn o r >al: I I

Full-tim e

P art-tim e
Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS : c / / ;/ m /w u Ii. nucessuty)

Passage of this legislation would allow smaller electric vehicles to jo registered by the Department of Motor 
Vehicles and to co-tningle these vehicles with full-size motor vehicles on the roadways as long as the posted 
speed limit is no! above 35 miles per hour.

Since the operators of these electric vehicles would have to comply with all other traffic laws applicable to the 
operation ol passenger vehicles, any enforcement of traffic laws would be absorbed by the existing resources 
within the Department of Public Safety.

Prer ired  by: 
D iv is ion

A pp roved  by 
A g e n cy

L ieu tenan t Jam es H c lg o e P hone 907-269-4532

A laska  S ta le  T roopers D a te /T im e  2 /72/06  9 :26  AM

C om m iss ione r W illiam  Tandcsko Dale* 7 /72 '2 0 0 6
D epartm en t of P ub lic  Safetv

( » < • . . . •  I  I  a  I  .  . * 4  O M l » / P age 1 o f 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2 0 0 6  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

C S H B  4 0 3 (S T A )

2 /24 /06

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):2/21/2006 11:00 a.m. Dept. Affected:
T itle  "A n  A c t re la ting  to reg is tra tion  and o p e ra tion  o f RDU

n e ig h bo rh o od  e lec tric  veh ic les ."

A dm in is tra tio n
D iv is io n  o f M oto r V e h ic le s

C o m po n e n t M o to r V eh ic le s
S po n so r
R eques te r

Rep. T hom as
(H ) S ta te  A ffa irs C o m po n e n t No. 2348

Expenditures/Revenues (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs )
N ote : A m oun ts  do  no t inc lude  in fla tion  un less o th e rw ise  no ted  below .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012

P ersona l S e rv ices 
T rave l 
C on trac tua l 
S upp lies  
E qu ipm en t 

Land  S S truc tu res 

G ran ts  & C la im s 
M isce llaneous

5.0
5.5

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 10.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( )

F U N D  S O U R C E  (T h o u sa n d s  o f D o lla rs)

1002 F edera l R ece ip ts
1003 G F M atch
1004 GF

1005 G F /P rog ram  R ece ip ts  

1037 G F /M en ta l H ea lth

1156 R ece ip t S u p p o rte d  S vcs 10.5

T O T A L 10.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s tim a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r  (F Y 2006 ) c o s t :  0.0
M a rk  th is  b o x  (X) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b i l l  is  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  FY 2 007  b u d g e t p ro p o s a l:  

P O S IT IO N S

F u ll-tim e
P art-tim e

T em porarv

A N A L Y S IS : (AttoO a scpnr.tlc pnge if nt-cossary)

This bill will allow a very specific type of vehicle, as defined by federal regulations os a 'Low Speed Vehicle' tc 
receive Alaska Title and Registration for use on certain roadways.
There will be an increase in revenue as a result, yet we are unable to determine that amount as the 
estimated numbers of these LSV's requesting title 6  registration remains unknown. The DMV database, the 
Alaska Licensing and Vehicle Information Network (ALVIN), will require minimal modification to allow this 
process.
We intend to purchase 500 sets of these new, distinctive LSV plates in anticipation ol registration; any 
unused plates will be carried as inventory. Titles, registration forms and tabs will be used from existing 
supplies.

Prepared by: Duane Bannock. Director________________________________________Phone 2665000
Division Motor Vehicles Date/Tfma 2/21/06 11:00am

Approved by: Mme Tibbies. Deputy Com m issioner_____________________________  Date 2/21/200G
Agency Departm ent o l Adm inistration____________________________________

i 'i / vixijowni Page 1 of 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2006 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

R e v is io n  D a le /T im e  (N o te  i f  c o r re c t io n ) :____________________
Title  "A n  A c t re lating to  reg is tra tion  and opera tion  of

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(FI) Publish Date:

Dept. A ffec ted : 
'R O U

1
C S H B 403(S TA )

2 /24 /06

P ub lic  S a fe ly
A la ska  S ta le  T roopers

ne ighborhood  e lec tric  veh ic les." C om ponen t A S T  D e tachm en ts

S ponsor
R equeste r

R epresen ta tive  T hom as
H ouse S ta te  A ffa irs  C om m ittee

E x p e n d itu r e s /R e v e n u e s

_  C om ponen t No. 

(T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs )

2325

Note: A m oun ts  do  not include in fla tion  un less o therw ise  noted be low .
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D ITU R E S FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012

P ersonal S ervices 

T rave l 
C ontractua l 

Supp lies 
Equ ipm ent 

Land & S tructu res 
G ran ts  &  C la im s 
M isce llaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D ITU R E S

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  (

FU N D  SO U R C E (Thousands  o f D o lla rs)

1002 Federa l R ece ip ts
1003 G F M atch
1004 GF

1005 G F/P rog ram  R ece ip ts 
1037 G F/M enta l H ea lth
O ther (Specify Type-D o not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s tim a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r (FY200C) c o s t:  0.0______
M a rk  th is  b o x  (X) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b i l l  is  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  FY  200G b u d g e t p ro p o s a l:  

P O S IT IO N S
Full-tim e

P art-tim e
Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a scparatopage i fn c m s a r / j

Passage of this legislation would allow smaller electric vehicles to be registered by the Department of Motor 
Vehicles and to co-minglc these vehicles with full-size motor vehicles on the roadways as long as the posted 
speed limit is not above 35 miles per hour.

Since the operators of these electric vehicles would have lo comply with all other traffic laws applicable to the 
operation of passenger vehicles, any enforcement ol traffic laws would bo absorbed by the existing resources 
within the Department of Public Safely.

P repa red  by. L ieu tenan t Jam es H e lqoo  P hono  007-269 -3532

D iv is ion  A la ska  S la te  T roopers_____________________________________________  D a to /T im e  2 /22 /06  i) 26  AM

Approvod by Com missioner W illiam TandesKo_________________________________  Dato 2*22/2006______
Agency Dep.irtn iont of Public S i f t  ty

M'., ...| l. I .  >14 tie'll I Page 1 of i



F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T IC  O F  A L A S K A

2 0 0 6  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

C S H B  403 (S T A )

2 /24/06

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):2/21/2006 11:00 a.m. Dept. Affected:__________Administration
T itle  '"A n  A c t re la ting  to  reg is tra tion  and  ope ra tion  o f R D U  D iv is ion  o f M o to r V eh ic le s

________ne ig h bo rh o od  e le c tric  veh ic les ."______________________C om ponen t M o to r V eh ic les______________
S p o n so r
R e q u e s te r

R ep. T hom as
(H ) S ta te  A lfa irs C om ponen t No. 2348

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
N ote : A m o u n ts  d o  not in c lu d e  in fla tion  un less o th e rw ise  no ted  be low .

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012

P e rso n a l S e rv ices  

T rave l 
C on tra c tu a l 

S up p lie s  
E q u ip m e n t 
Land  & S truc tu res  

G ran ts  f  C la im s 

M isce lla n eo u s

5 .0
5.5

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 10.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S "

IC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) T

FU N D  S O U R C E (Thousands  o f D o lla rs)

1002 F edera l R ece ip ts
1003 G F M atch
1004 G F

1005 G F /P ro g ra m  R ece ip ts  
1037 G F /M e n ta l H ea lth

1155 R ece ip t S u p p o rte d  S vcs 10.5

T O T A L 10.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s tim a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r  (F Y 2006 ) c o s t :  _  0 0
M a rk  th is  b o x  (X ) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b i l l  Is in c lu d e d  in  , . ic  G o v e rn o r 's  F Y  2007 b u d g e t p ro p o s a l:  

P O S IT IO N S

I' j  i-tm io

P a rt-tim e
T em p o ra ry

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a svparatu pagu itnucussary)

This bill will allow a very specific typo }f vehicle, as defined by federal regulations as a ‘Low Speed Vehicle' tc 
receive Alaska Title and Registration for use on certain roadways.
There will be an increase in revenue as a result, yet we are unable to determine that amount as the 
estimated numbers of these LSV's requesting title & registration remains unknown. The DMV database, the 
Alaska Licensing and Vehicle Information Network (ALVIN), will require minimal modification to allow this 
process.
W e intend to purchase 500 sets of these new, distinctive LSV plates in anticipation of registration: any 
unused plates will bo carried as inventory. Titles, registration forms and tabs will be used from existing 
supplies

D uano  B annock, D irec to r

M o to r V e h ic le s
Prepared by:
Division _______________________________

Approved by. M;ko Tibbies, Deputy Com m issioner
A je n c y  Departm ent o l Adm inistration_______

P hono  269  5008
D a to /T im o  2/21/OG 11:00am

Date 2/21/2D0G
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C i d f a p 'c t d

24-LSI229VI
Mischcl/Luekhaupt

3/31/06

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 403( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor!).): REPRESENTATIVES THOMAS. Croll

A BILL 

FO R  AN ACT EN TITLED  

"Ait Act relating to registration and operation of low-speed vehicles."

BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  LEG ISLA TU RE OF T H E  S T A T E  O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 2S.10.041 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(e) The department may not refuse to register a low-speed vehicle as a 

passenger vehicle if that vehicle meets the safety and equipment requirements set for 

passenger vehicles by this state or meets federal motor vehicle safety standards for 

low-speed vehicles.

!,: See. 2. AS 28.10.421(b) is amended to read:

(b) The biennial registration fees under this subsection arc imposed within the 

following classifications for:
( 1) a passenger vehicle, a  low -speed veh ic le , or motor home not used 

or maintained for the transportation of persons or property for hire or for other 

commercial u s e .................................................................................................................. $100:

(2) a pick-up truck or a van not exceeding 10,000 pounds .aden 

weight and not registered in the name of a company or business ...........................$100:

-I- (SIlit 403! I
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(3) a tax icab ............................................................................................$160;

(4) a motor bus with a sealing capacity for 20 or more persons and 

used exclusively for commercial purposes in the transporting of visitors or tourists

.$300:

(5) a motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle............................................$60;

(6) a trailer not used or maintained for the transportation o f  persons or 

property for hire or for other commercial use. including, but not limited to. a boat 

trailer, baggage trailer, box trailer, utility trailer, house trailer, travel trailer, or a trailer 

rented or offered for rent ................................................................................................... $30.

* Sec. 3. AS 2S. 10.421(c) is amended to read:

(c) The biennial registration fees under this subsection are imposed and arc 

based upon the actual unladen weight as established by the manufacturer's advertised 

weight or upon the actual weight, which the owner shall furnish, subject to the 

approval of the commissioner or the commissioner's representative, for a vehicle, 

including a low-speed vehicle and a motor vehicle pulling a trailer or semi-trailer, 

that is registered in the name of a company or business, or is used or maintained for 

the transportation of passengers for hire, excepting taxicabs and buses under (b) of this 

section, or for the transportation of property for hire or f< other commercial purposes, 

including a low-speed vehicle, truck, wrecker, tow car. hearse, ambulance, and 

tractor, as follows.

(1 ) up to and including5.000 p o u n d s ....................................... $180;

(2) more than 5.000 pounds to and including 12,000 pounds .... $268;

(3) more than 12.000 pounds to and including 18.000 pounds .. S516;

(4) more than 18,000 p o u n d s .......................................................$662.

* See. 4. AS 2S. 10.421(h) is amended to read:

(111 The annual registration fees under this subsection for vehicles, including 

low-speed vehicles, used for commercial purposes are imposed and are based upon 

the actual unladen weight as established by the manufacturer's advertised weight ot 

upon the actual weight, which the owner shall furnish, subject to the approval of the 

commissioner or the commissioner's representative, as follows:

(1) up to and including 5.000 p o u n d s .................................................$00;

( -si lit 403i
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(2) more tl ...i 5,(JOG pounds to and including 12,000 pounds .... $134;

(3) more than 12.000 pounds to and including 1S.000 pounds .. S25S;

(4) more than IS.000 p o u n d s ..........................................

Sec. 5. AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to article 5 to read:

$331.

Sec. 28.35.261. O peration of  low-speed vehicles, (a) The operator of a low- 

speed vehicle is subject to all the traffic and other laws applicable to operators of 

passenger vehicles.

(b) The operator of a low-speed vehicle may not operate that vehicle on a 

highway that has a maximum speed of more than 35 miles an hour. Notwithstanding 

this subsection, the operator of a low-speed vehicle may cross a highway that has a 

maximum speed limit of more than 35 miles an hour if the crossing is made at the 

intersection with a highway that is authorized for low-speed vehicles.

(c) Notwithstanding AS 28.01.010. a municipality may, by ordinance, further 

restrict the operation of low-speed vehicles within its jurisdiction.

* Sec. 6. AS 28.40. lOOfa) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

and an unladen weight of 2.500 pounds or less, that was manufactured to be capable of 

propelling itself and achieving a minimum speed of 20 miles an hour and a maximum 

speed of 25 miles an hour, and that has not been modified to have a maximum speed 

greater than 25 miles an hour.

(27) "low-speed vehicle" means a motor vehicle that lias four wheels

CSIIIi 403l I
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907-465-3732

888-461-3732

FAX 907-465-2652

State Capitol

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
IIB 403 

“An act relating to registration and operation of 
neighborhood electric vehicles”

As new molor vehicle technologies are developed, our legal structure must sometimes be 
modified to account for these changes. In recent years a number of manufacturers have 
designed and produced several models of small low-speed electrical vehicles that have 
conic to be known collectively as Neighborhood Electric Vehicles (NEV). NEVs have 
become popular in Europe and increasingly in North America. 36 states have already 
enacted legislation to permit and encourage their use.

These vehicles typically arc limited by design to a lop speed of 25 miles per hour and
have a range o f  depending on usage. They arc powered by a bank of traditional
lead-acid or sealed gel cell batteries. NEVs offer numerous advantages over gas powered 
vehicles, such as vastly improved energy usage, zero emissions, no necessity of anti­
freeze for cooling, space efficiency in parking, and significant potential cost savings for 
private, commercial and government applications.

Unfortunately, undercurrent law, the State of Alaska cannot license NEVs and as a result 
Alaska has yet to realize any of  the benefits these new vehicles offer. Therefore MB 403 
has been introduced to rectify this situation and encourage private citizens and 
municipalities to utilize NEVs. This legislation has been modeled after federal 
requirements and laws instituted by other states to govern the registration and use of 
NEVs in a sale and effective manner.

mailto:Bill.Tliomas@lcgis.suie.ak.us
http://www.akrebulicans.org/thomas/


February 7, 2006

Rep. Bill Thomas 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801

I would like to propose that the motor vehicle statutes be amended to allow the use of 
Neighborhood Electric Vehicles on roads with speed limits of 35 MPH or less. I feel that 
these vehicles may be of use to many people who only use their cars for short trips to the 
grocery store, post office, church etc. With the high cost of vehicle ownership, gas, oil, 
tune ups, and insurance, these electric cars provide an affordable alternative mode of 
transportation. I realize that they will not work for all people in all areas, however for 
towns like Skagway and short local trips in larger cities like Anchorage these are ideal. 
There may be additional benefits to cities for use in parking enforcement, parks 
departments, airport security and so forth.Th ;c vehicles are legal in approximately 38 
other states including, California, Washington and Florida. NEVs are approved by the 
National Transportation Highway Safety Administration as long as they meet the federal 
standards.

1 do not know how large a demand there will be for these types of cars, but I do know that 
at least 5 people here in Skagway have expressed an interest in them, and this is without 
any promotion or advertising.

Considering that due to the fact they are non- polluting, have no oil or anti freeze to 
dispose of and operate very economically (it will cost approx. $1.10 to travel 35 miles for 
power here in Skagway at 18 cents a KW hour. I think Juneau’s rate is 8 cents) If gas is 
close to $3.00 a gallon, this means about the equivalent of 100 miles to a gallon.
The purchase price delivered to Skagway of a fully loaded car, stereo, chrome wheels 
,high efficiency motors, zero maintenance batteries, heater, etc would be about $17,000. 
With more and more talk of energy efficient, zero emissions type vehicles, perhaps these 
NEVs are just a start in that direction. Thank you for your time in the consideration of 
this matter.

Ed Ibbotson 
Skagway resident
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  E l e c t r i c  V e h i c l e s  ( N E V s )

The National Highway Transportation Safety 
Administration has defined a new category 
"low-speed vehicles" or "Neighborhood Electric 
Vehicles." These are small, 4-wheelcd motor 
vehicles with top speeds of20 to 25 miles per 
hour. NEVs must comply with safety standards 
that require them to have automotive grade 
headlights, seatbelts, windshields, brakes and 
other safety equipment. These vehicles can only 
be used on streets with a posted speed limit of 
35 mph or less.

These veh icles are intended for short com m utes on city streets, trips generally o f  2 
to 3 m iles or less, going sh op p in g , taking the kids to school, running errands, etc. They 
are also used by law  enforcem ent for parking patrol, Parks and zoos for grounds 
maintenance etc.

The costs run from $7,000 to over $15,000. A s you can see they are not toys. They 
do require a valid drivers license and are restricted to a top speed o f  25 M PH. They M A Y  
NO T be operated on any road with a posted speed limit over 35 MPH.

I have included in this package several pictures from different manufacturers to 
show  what is available, I have also included copies o f  the statutes from several different 
states, a lso  included is the com plete Federal Code from the National Traffic H ighw ay  
Safety Administration, this document includes all o f  information that the agency used to 
formulate the final rule.

When you look at som e o f  the state laws you w ill notice that som e have added 
their own additional rules allow ing each county or city to place further limits on the 
operation o f  these veh icles. I would suggest that this approach be avoided as it w ill only  
lead to a hodge podge o f  differing laws scattered across the state.

If  a person is interested in purchasing one o f  these cars they would first have to 
check with the local city and borough to find out what i f  any restrictions may apply in that 
area, then i f  you m oved to another town you might find the laws different there.

The federal guidelines are w ell thought out and sim ple.
I feel that with the high cost o f  fuel and the concern over air pollution, that the 

time for a efficient, low  maintenance, zero em ission vehicle that is safe and easy to 
operate time has com e, and its lim e for Alaska to jo in  the 36 plus States that already 
allow  their use.

In closing und on a personal note, as 1 stated I am trying to start a small rental and sales 
business. W hile nothing can be done this season, would it be possible to expedite this 
legislation so  that perhaps by early spring this could become a reality.

I thank you for your time and your consideration.
Ed Ibbotson
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ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

P.O. Box 1236 • Skagway, Alaska 998-10 • Phone/Fax: (907) 983-3414 • skagdev@aptalaska.net

February 17, 2006

The Honorable Paul Seaton, Chairman 
House State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: An Act relating to reg i io n  and operation of neighborhood electric vehicles 
HB403

Dear Representative Seaton:

The Skagway Development Corporation (SDC) is a prK ; t e  non-profit economic 
and community development organization working towards diversifying and 
enhancing S k a g w a /s  year round economy, and increasing the quality of life for its 
residents, The request for the introduction of Bill 403 pertaining to changes in 
Alaska code that would allow the use of Neighborhood Electric Vehicles (NEV) 
was m ade by me on behalf of a Skagway resident.

With the significant Increases In fuel costs and the expectation that these C06ts will 
not be returning to previous levels there Is national concern regarding the effects 
that this is having on the consumer and small business owner. This is nowhere 
more apparent than In Alaska, and especially in rural communities, where gasoline 
and diesel prices are well above the national average. As hybrid and electric 
vehicle technologies mature their efficiencies also provide increased cost benefits 
to the user. This increased effectiveness will translate to significant financial 
savings for users and lessen our nation's reliance on foreign oil reserves.

Statistics suggest that 65 percent of U.S. families own a second car; over 50 
percent of urban trips last less than ten minutes; and 80 percent of all trips are 
within 10 miles or less. The results are cold running motors that translate into 
excessive engine wear, increased pollutants, and higher costs for the operator.

NEVs are designated as  low-speed vehicles by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration and are capable of up to 25 mph. As low-speed vehicles, 
these 20 to 25 mlle-per-hour vehicles are subject to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standard No. 500 (49 CFR 571.500). This standard requires low-speed vehicles 
be equipped with headlamps, stop Iamp6, turn signal lamps, tall lamps, reflex 
reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, windshields, sea t belts, and vehicle

mailto:skagdev@aptalaska.net


Representative Paul Seaton
February 17, 2006

Page 2

identification numbers. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
believes that these  requirements appropriately address  the safety of low-speed 
vehicle occupants and other roadway users, given the sub-25 mph speed 

of these  vehicles and the controlled environments in which they

NEVs are designed to be used In residential a reas  and rural communities with low 
density traffic ar.d low sp eed  zones. With a top sp eed  of 25 mph, low-speed 
vehicles can be used  on streets with a posted 35 mph speed  limit or less. It 
would appear that NEVs are  an appropriate vehicle for m ost of our transportation 
needs. T hese  passenger-carrying vehicles, although low-speed, offer a variety of 
advantages, including comparatively low-cost and energy-efficient mobility2, zero 
emissions, and up to 90 percent reduction in noise.

Unfortunately, at p resen t NEVs are not allowable forms of transport In the state of 
Alaska, although being legal in 37 states. I believe that the time has come for 
Alaska to seriously explore the synergies that these  vehicles can bring to the 
state 's citizenry and economy. Alaska businesses are  often at a competitive 
disadvantage with Lower 48 firms because  of the cost differential in operating 
expenses. Many local businesses, especially microenterprises, should see  a 
noticeable decrease  in their operating coste if given the opportunity to use an 
efficient NEV over a regular gas  or diesel powered vehicle.

I would ask that the committee look favorably upon this bill and allow Alaskans the 
opportunity to engage  In an inexpensive, safe, efficient, and pollution free form of 
transportation. The benefits that en sue  will trickle down and out across our 
communities and the state a3 a  whole.

Thank you for your consideration, and should you require additional information 
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards,

Michael Catsi 
Executive Director

' http.7Avww.el0Ctric-tolkos.comn#g*lnov.htm 
7 http:/rwww electrlc-bIkes.com/nBV.htn



S p e c i f i c a t i o n s

Dimensions Construction Materials

Length: 140 in 3556 mm Frame: Aluminum

Width: 60 in 1524 mm Body: Infusion Molded

Height: 63 in 1600 mm Fiberglas

Wheelbase: 90 in 2286 mm Bumper Material: Rotationally Molded

Curb Weight: 14.'3 lbs 653 kg Plastic
Windshield/Rear Glass: Laminated Safety

Glass

Wheels &  Ride
Power System

Wheel Size: 13 in 330 mm
Brake Type: Front Disc/Rear Drum Traction Batteries; 6 x 12V Trojan 30XHS
Suspension: 4 Wheel Independent Accessory Battery: t x 12V Trojan 24 XHS

McPherson Struts (front) DC-DC Converter: SPS Electronics
Coil/Over Shocks (rear) Motor Controller: Curtis

Road Speed: Up to 25 mph 40 kph Electric Motor: 72V, 5HP Advanced DC
Off-road Speed: Up to 12 mph 20 kph (Re-Generative)
Range: Up to 30 miles 50 km Charger: ZIVAN110VAC

• 3-Point Anchored Seat Belts • Self-Canceling Turn Signals with 4-way Flashers
• High Visibility Brake and Tail Lights • Windshield De-mist
• Side Indicators and Reflectors • Battery Level Indicator
• Back Up Lights Alarm • Rearview and Side Mirrors
• Halogen Headlights with Hi/Lo Beams

D y n a s t y  M o t o r c a r  C o r p o r a t i o n  
Toll Free 888 818 1688

Local Dealer

800McCurdy Road Kelowna, BC Canada V1X2P7 250.765.4528 Fax 250.765.4187 
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IT is Innova tive  T ransporta tion .

A sm art cho ice  fo r un ive rs ity  o r 

co llege  cam puses, resorts, a irports, 

indus tria l parks, p lanned  and 

gated c o m m u n it ie s ... anyw he re  

qu ie t, ag ile , versatile , re liable, 

c lean -runn ing , e lec tric  Low 

Speed Vehicles m ake sense - 

even indoors . IT is th e  w ay 

o f  th e  fu tu re ! Fossil fue l 

eng ines p o llu te  the 

e n v iro n m e n t and are 

expensive to  opera te  and  

m a in ta in . N o t so w ith  IT.

This zero-em iss ion 

e le c tric  veh ic le  has lo w  

o p e ra tin g  and 

m ain tenance  expenses

W h o  M a k e s

IT is a L j w  Speed Vehicle 

(LSV) - a m o to r  veh ic le  

class ifica tion  th a t com p lies  

w ith  U.S. N ationa l H ighw ay 

T raffic  Safety A d m in is tra tio n

(NHTSA) and  T ransport Canada M o to r Vehicle

Safety R egulations. IT e lec tric  veh ic les can opera te  on roads w ith  

pos ted  speed lim its  o f  u p  to  35 m ph  (60 kph), a t a speed n o t to  

exceed 25 m p h  (40 kph).

IT"?\
IT is a p ro d u c t o f Dynasty M o to rc a r/C o rp o ra tio n , a leader in th e  de ve lo pm e n t o f  tra n sp o rta tio n  

p roduc ts  des igned  to  m eet yo u r specific  needs. Dynasty's h is to ry  o f  s taying d ose  to  the 

custom er has spurred  th e  d e ve lo pm e n t o f in n o va tive  veh ic le  design  as w e ll as responsive and 

e ffec tive  sales and  service su p p o rt. A dd  to  th a t, experience  in  advanced c o m p u te r eng in ee rin g  

and im p le m e n ta tio n  o f w o r ld  class m a n u fa c tu rin g  processes and you  have a fo rm u la  fo r p ro d u c t 

success.

IT is b a tte ry  pow ered  and is easily 

recharged by p lu g g in g  in to  any Standard 

110-vo lt o u tle t. Fully charged, IT can trave l a t 

fu ll speed fo r u p  to  30 m iles (50 kilom eters). IT 

drives like  any o th e r veh ic le  b u t w ith o u t th e  

noise, sm ell and p o llu tio n  o f  a standard  in te rna l 

c o m b u s tio n  eng ine. P lugg ing  in o ve rn ig h t, o r 

conven ience  cha rg in g  d u rin g  th e  day, w ill ensure 

tha t you  have hours o f  trou b le -fre e  d riv in g .



'•'I*-

Enclosed Passenger 
Compartment 

Lockable Doors
I he Sedan is a A passenger, five  d o o r m u lti-p u rp o s e  veh ic le , g re a t fo r tra n s p o rtin g  th e  k ids to  schoo l, o r  a tr ip  to  the  

superm arke t! IT m eets a ll reg u la to ry  and safe ty s tandards w ith  features such as h a lo g e n  headlam ps, rear ta il and 

brake ligh ts , se lf-cance ling  tu rn  signals, th re e -p o in t anchored  seat belts, a u to m o tiv e  sa fe ty  glass, w in d sh ie ld  

w ashe r/w ipe r, d e -m is t system, and side and  rear v ie w  m irrors.

Infusion M olded  
Fiberglas0, Body PanelsW a l k  A r o u n d  IT

Coil Over Shocks

6 12V,deep-cycle,lead acid batteries

1 12V, deep-cyde, lead acid accessory 
battery

72V, 5 HP DC Motor 

110V, 12A Charger 

Motor Controller 

DC to DC Converter 

Heavy-duty Charging Cord 

Windshield De-mist Unit

Rear Drum  Brakes

Four-wheel Independent Suspension

Rotationally M olded  
Plastic Bumper

13" Wheels

9 " Front Disc Brakes

Front W heel Drive
All A lum inum  Frame

McPherson StrutsW a r r a n t y

II tom e . complete with a 12 month Bumper to Bumper warranty exc luding batteries and tires which are warranted through trojan and Goodyear 
resper lively. An additional one year I xtended Warranty is available and may lie porch e.ed before die lac Buy wananty expires.




