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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
IN T E R IM
50 Front Street 
Suite 203
K etchikan, A laska 99901 
Phone (907) 247-4672 
Fax: (907) 225-8546

SESSIO N
Suite 416 

State C apito l B uilding 
Juneau , A laska 99801 
Phone: (907) 465-3424 

Fax: (907) 465-3793

REPRESENTATIVE JHM ELKINS

Sponsor Statement for House Bill No. 331

"An Act relating to access by persons under 21 years of age to 
premises licensed to sell alcoholic beverages as clubs."

House Bill 331 Is a simple, single page bill that amends AS 04.11.110(g) by authorizing access by 
persons under 21 years of age, who possess a valid military active duty ID card, to a club’s 
licensed premises without specific authorization of the ABC board in certain circumstances.

Under present state law, persons under the age of 21 cannot be on premises licensed to sell 
alcoholic beverages unless a parent or legal guardian accompanies them. At the same time, it is 
recognized that the Federal Government is the legal guardian of those active duty personnel 
under the age of 21.

All active duty personnel are eligible for membership in veteran's organizations, including those 
under the age of 21. Current law causes a dilemma to the under age person. Here they are, 
eligible to join an organization, but unable to go to the meetings because they are under age.

This legislation will in no way allow the consumption of alcoholic beverages by persons under the 
age of 21 in licensed clubs. It will allow active duty people under 21 to avail themselves of the 
club's amenities such as television, pool table, lounge, etc.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
I N T E R I M S E S S I O N
5° Front S h e* Suite416
S uite  2035 (ate  C apito l Building
K etchikan, A laska 99901Juneau , A laska 99801
Phone (907) 247-4672Phone: (907) 465-3424
Fax: (907) 225-8546 pax; (9Q7) 465.3793

REPRESENTATIVE JIM ELKINS

Sectional Analysis of H ou sg  Bill No. 331

“An Act relating to access by persons under 21 years of age to premises 
licensed to sell alcoholic beverages as clubs."

Section 1 of the bill amends AS 04.11.110(g) by authorizing access by persons under 21 years 
of age to a club's licensed premises without specific authorization of the Alcoholic Beverages 
Control Board in certain circumstances.
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August 1, 2005

W HEREAS, The Jo in t V enture (D isabled A m erican  V eteran s, T he A m erican L egion, and  V eterans o f  Foreign W ars) is 
m ade up o f  patrio tic  veterans' o igan izations and m em bersh ip  in the organizations is based  solely  upon honorable federal 
m ilitary serv ice  to d r  country during dates estab lished  by the C ongress o f  The U nited States, and w ithout regard to age , 
sex, creed o r color; and

W H ER EA S, The Jo in t V enture, throughout the ir h isto ry , have w elcom ed hom e active du ty  m ilitary  units returning from  
areas o f  conflic ts. A s w ell, Posts located in our coasta l c ities have done the sam e w hen US N aval and C oast Guard sh ips 
sail into port. A nd, it is generally acknow ledged and recognized  that a large percentage o f  active duty m ilitary personnel 
are under the age o f  21 years and that the ir legal g uard ian  is now  considered  to be the Federal G overnm ent; and

W H ER EA S, M any V eterans’ Posts in A laska typ ically  consist o f  one o r tw o general usage room s for their m em bers, one  
containing a lounge w here alcohol is available  to m em bers w ho are o f  legal drinking age and desire to purchase a drink ; 
and

W HEREAS, A laska Statute 04.16.049 a llow s a person  under the age o f  21 years, for the purpose o f  dining, to en ter 
unaccom panied by h is/her parent, legal guardian, o r sp o u se  21 years o r o ld er in an estab lishm ent prim arily designated by 
the A lcohol and Beverage C ontrol B oard (the B oard) as a restaurant even though it m ay also  contain  a licensed bar. T h is 
Statute a lso  prohib its this individual from entering  o r rem aining  in o th e r liquor licensed estab lishm ents during hours o f  
liquor sales; and

W H ER EA S, A laska S tatute 04.11.110 provides that the  B oard m ust authorize access by persons under 21 years o f  ag e  to 
a c lub ’s licensed prem ises during hours w hen no a lcoho lic  beverages arc sold, served o r consum ed. These statu tes, 
04.16.049 and 04.11.110, provide an unfair and seem ingly  unjust requirem ent that not on ly  keep an active duty m em ber 
out o f  h is/her Post w hen alcohol beverages arc being so ld  but require the B oard ’s perm ission to enter when they are  not 
being so ld ; and,

W H ER EA S, T he Jo in t V enture desires that its P osts be able to put on w elcom ing activ ities for active m ilitary units, 
selling and  serving drinks to those at least 21 years o f  age, and offering  free m eals, soA drinks, shuffleboard, pool and 
darts to those under 21 years o f  age. And, w e recognize that the requirem ent not to serve alcohol to those under 21 years 
o f  age w ould  be levied on our Posts as it does in the cu rren t case o f  restaurants as stated in A laska Statute 04.16.049; now , 
therefore, b e  it

R ESO LV ED , T hat The Joint V enture lobby legisla tors in Juneau to am end A laska S tatute 04.11.110, to  allow  m ilitary  
personnel w ho are under the age o f  21 years and w ho possess a federal active duty m ilitary  identification card to en ter and 
remain in patrio tic  service o rgan izations’ Posts, as a guest or m em ber, w ithout accom panim ent o f  a parent, legal guard ian , 
or spouse 21 years o f  age o r older, and be it further

R ESO LV ED , A laska S tatute 04,16.049, a lso  be am ended  to reflect the sam e requested change.

C layton Love Peggy D ettori
C om m ander C om m ander
D isabled A m erican V etem ns The A m erican Legion

Calvin Pope 
Com m ander
Veterans o f  Foreign W ars
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This legislation will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Public Safety.
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