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STA TE OF ALASKA
2(1116 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Dale/Time (Note if correction):

FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept Affected

Resource Development

CSHB 307(RES)
1/3/06

Natural Resources

Tilit Krnk River Public Use Area 'RDU
Component Ciamis, Permits and Leases
Sponsor Rep. Stoltze
Requester (H) RES Component No 2460
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollar’
Note: Amounts do no! include miration unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2099 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services a1 127.2 70.8 70.8 70.8 70.8
Travel 2.0 2.0 2n 2.0 2.0 2.0
Cont-actuol 75 2 16.2 14.0 14.0 14.0 14.0
Supplies 75 4.0 2.0 2d 2.0 2.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 176.8 149.4 88.8 88.8 88.8 88.8
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Do! arsi
lu02 Ff'derut Receipts
1003 GF Mutch
1064 GF 176 8 146 4 85 8 85.8 85 6 88 e
1.105 GF r -gram Rece pt-
' GF /IMeritjl Health
Other s8> z>U Type-Do rot ..st-p, rt |
TOTAL 170.8 149.4 88.8 88.8 88.8 88.8
Estimate of any current year (FY200C) cost: 00

Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2007 budget proposal:

POSITION'S
<
— 1

Ti/:

Jorar,

ANALYSIS: {A cit.. r . r met

The till establishes trie Knik River Public Use Area The legislation would require DNR to prepare and
ode pt a land management plan, and manage toe area consistent with the purposes established in the
ing siation and the plan Tho costs to DMLVV would include expenses related to preparation of the land
management plan, public notice and review, adoptor and printing c*the plan, as well as ongoing

management of the pjbhc use area

Pi.njitiTT"Ci-1

r-tv.i el DnK My iu:. Acting D reeljr
D n Mitnnfl. Land and Water AU I me . W]
> : dby M xt- Mt-ngo. Commit, siorc D.ite . .-1 L'Oj;
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FISCAL NOTE itl
STATE OF ALASKA HILL NO. CSHB 307(RES)
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

Plan Preparation and Adoption
(We have assumed that this process will take two years to complete.)

PERSONAL SERVICES GUST - S113.4 total (for 18 months)
One Natural Resource Specialist (NRS) Il (range 18) -9 Mo. FY07, 9 Mo. FY08 - total 18 months at

56.3/month = S113.4 - for plan preparation, review and adoption.

TRAVEL, CONTRACTUAL, SUPPLIES
Travel would be minimal at S1.Q in FY07 and 51.0 in FYGE as most of the public meetings would be in the

Mat-Su Borough.
Contractual costs in FYO7 would be for a User Survey (S3G.0), scoping and draft plan ads. public notice

printing, room rentals, and the preparation and distribution of news Ic" s and a draft management plan

(59.5).
Contractual costs in FYO8 would be for follow up public mc-et'ngs roo n rental, printing and distribution of

the final adopted plan (52 0).
Other contractual costs include S7.0 for office space, telephones, core service charges and related

expenses for the new position in FY07, and 52.5 in FYGS.
Supplies are budge'.e) at S2.0 per year. FYO7 includes one-time start-up costs for new computers and

office equipment of S9.5.

Management of Public Use Area
(We have assumed that the pi rmitlfng and management begin in FYQ7 and will be ongoing.)

PERSONAL SERVICES COST - 570 8/year
One Natural Resource Specialist (NRS) Il (range IC) Qo.0/month - Cmonths in FY07 and 15

months/year m FY03 and beyond.

TRAVEL. CONTRACTUAL. SUPPLIES
Travel would be minimal (assumed a! SI.CVyear) os the management activities would be in the Mat-Su

Borough.
Annual (\ niractual includes 57.0/year far office s; ace, telephones, core service charges and related

expenses for the new position. Other annua contractual costs wouid be for professional services as
needed (S2.0). FY09 anJ beyond inc'ude: contractual costs of S5.0'year for a dedicat'd lersclc* for u-e P.

the NRS ifor lied presence.

Supp'it-s are budgeted a! 52.0 | ei >ear FYP7 ir Judes onedimt aiml-up car is L.r nt.v computers and
office equif men’, of S9.C



STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Nolo if co.ruction):

Title Kmk River Public Use Area
Sponsor Rep Stoltze
Requester (HIRES

Expenditures/Revenues

FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Depi Affected
RDU

CSHB 307(RES)
413/06

Natural Resources
Resource Development

Cc uponent Clams, Permits and Leases

Component No.

(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Giants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE

1002 Tcderal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1001 GF

1005 GF/F'rogram Recu pis

13i1 GF/Ment.il Health

Other Type—Do r > ;itibiov..ito)
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY200G) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Fuli-timu
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:

FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

92 1 127.2 70.8 70.8

2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0

75 2 16.2 14.0 14.0

7.5 40 2.0 20

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
176.8 149.4 88.8 88.8

(Thousands of Do! arsi

176.8 149 4 88 8 83.8
170.8 149.4 38.8 88.8

00

A'luzl astra’, topage ifmcrisny.

2460

FY 2011
70.8
20
14.0
2.0
0.0

88.8

88 8

88.8

FY 2012
70.8

2.0

14.0

2.0

0.0

88.8

83 8

88.8

Tho bill establishes the Knik River Public Use Area. Thu legislation would require DNR to prepare and
adopt a Lind management plan, and manage |he area consistent with the purposes established in the
legislation and the plan The costs to DMLW would include expenses related lo preparation of the land
management plan, public notice and review, adoption and printing of the plan, as well as ongoing

management of the public use area

Di;k f.lymt, Acting D rector
Mntng. Land and Water

Prepared by
Division

Mikb Ui-non. Commissioner

Phone )307)3C9-({6nj
Deli/Trne

:i/24/20U6

Date 1)I?4'?H06

Approved by

Agency Natural Resources
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FISCAL NOTE ttl
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 3Q7(RES)
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

Plan Preparation and Adoption
(We have assumed that this process will take two years to complete.)

PERSONAL SERVICES COST - S113A total (for 18 months)
One Natural Resource Specialist (NRS) lll (range 18) - 9 Mo. FY07. 9 Mo. FYO08 - total 18 months at

56.3/month = S113.4 - for plan preparation, review and adoption.

TRAVEL, CONTRACTUAL. SUPPLIES
Travel would be minimal at $1.0 in FY07 and $1,0 in F1 ~ 3s most of the public meetings would be in the

Mat-Su Borough.
Contractual costs in FY07 would be for a User Survey ($36.0), scoping and draft plan ads, public notice

printing, room rentals, and the preparation and distribution of nev/s letters and a draft management plan

($9.5).
Contractual costs in FY08 would be for follow up public meetings room rental, printing and distribution of

the Foal adopted plan (S2.0).
Oilier contractual costs include $7.0 for office space, telephones, core service charges and related

expenses for the new position in FY07, and $2.5 in FYO08.
Supplies are budgeted at $2.0 per year. FYO07 includes one-time start-up costs for new computers and

office equipment of $9.5.

Management of Public Use Area
(Wu have assumed lhal ttie permitting and management begin in FY07 and will be ongoing.)

PERSONAL SERVICES COST - $70 8/year
One Natural Resource Specialist (NRS) Il (range 16) @5.9/month « 0 months in FY07 and 12

months/year in FY08 and beyond.

TRAVEL, CONTRACTUAL. SUPPLIES
Travel would be minimal (assumed at $1.0/year) as the management activities would be in the Mat-Su

Borough.
Annual contractual includes $7.0/year (or office space, telephones, core service charges and related

expenses for the new position. Other annual contractual costs would be for professional services as
needed ($2.0) FYO09 and beyond includes contractual costs of $5,0/year for a dedicated '.ehicle for use by

the NRS | for field presence

Supplies ire budgeted at $2.0 per year FYO07 includes one-time start-up costs for new computers ai d

offi ce equipment of $9.5

Page 2 of2
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AMENDMKNT

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE WEYHRAUCH

TO: CSHB 307(RES)

Page 1, line 1, following "Area":

Insen and relating to hunting in marine park units of the Alaska state park

system"

Page 1, following line 2:
Insen a new hill section to read:
"* Section 1. AS 41.21.302(d) is amended to read;

(d) The commissioner may not prohibit hunting within a marine nark unit

of the Alaska state park system. The commissioner may not restrict the exercise of

fishing, hunting, or trapping rights permitted under law or under a regulation of the

Board of Fisheries or the Board of Game within a marine park unit of the Alaska slate

paik system."
Page I, line 3.

Delete "Section 1"

Insert "Sec. 2"

o1-



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Session:

Alaska State Capitol, Rm 501
juncau, AK99S01-1182
Phone. (907) 465-195S

Fax; (907) .165-1928

rice Clunr:
lloiisc Finance Committee

Clunr;

[louse Finance Subcommillees for,
Department of Public Safety
Department of Law

District:
600 E Railroad Ave.
VVasilla, AK 99(i>1

BILL STOLTZE

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Kepresent.itivtU3ill_Stoltze@legis.slate.nk.us

Explanation of Changes
HB 307 to CSHB 307(RES)

Section 1

Page 1, Line 14-15
Included nonmotorized vehicle opportunities to the purposes of the public use area.

Section 2:

Page 2 Line 19
Deleted the provision that would have the Army Corp ;of Engineers assist DNR with

identifying wetland areas within the public use area.
Section 3:

Page 3, Line 7-8
Inserted language to make the allowable activities in the public use area compatible

with its purposes.

nisi kic i in
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Departmentof L.iw

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

BILL STOLTZE
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Rcprescntutive_IH I1_Stlilwolitj'is. state.;ik in.

House Bill 307 (RES)

Knik River Public Use Area
"An net creating the Knik River Public Use Area."

Session:

\lLink.i Suit Opiiwt
tunt.ni. AK 1)9801-11H2
Iliom' (9K7) H.5-4J5H
luv (907) Ko 4'CH

Interim:
I>(. Hon 464

( buynk, \K yy5fi7

The Knik River Valle)’ is a destination for many Alaskans looking for outdoor
recreational opportunities. The area is utilized by a wide variety of Alaskans for a wide

variety of recreational activities.

With the increasing population in South Central Alaska, more and more people
are traveling to the Knik River Valley to recieate. This increase has created the need to

establish specific management for the area.
Pub ic Use Area.

House Bill 307 will establish a Knik River
The framework set down In this legislation will protect the area’s

habitat and provide the recreational activities now available for future generations to

onjov.

I ask for your consideration and support of HB 307 so that this area will have the
management it needs to continue to be a source of recreational opportunities for all

Alaskans.

DISI ItI( 1 lo

[ITKOTIWOOD « I 118, « (111 (ilAK « OKI.I INA « [ AIKVIIAV .00V
KNIK KIVIK KO.M) «1.AZ\ MOl M AIN « I'M MI K« 'l [T KS OKI I K



APR-95-2006 WED 10:21 AM MAT-SU L10 FAX NO. 9073766180

Testimony on CS HB 307
Finance Committee April 5, 2005

| appreciate the revisions that have already been made to HB 307. There
are still at least 3 more changes that | would encourage the committee to

consider.

1) 1t is very important that a community advisory committee be
established to guide the management of the Public Use Area and
ensure that the residents concerns and needs are met,

2) Historic trails and access routes should be maintained but the spider
web of trails created by ORVs and airboats in the wetlands and
sensitive areas need to be managed. The extent of these trails, as
seen from the air, is shocking. Many of the trails go in circles or have
no apparent destination. The continued use of such trails compresses
the wetland vegetation, alters hydrology, creates new channels for
water movement and destroys plant cover. The cumulative effects of
these changes can ultimately have negative affects on habitat.
Because of these concerns, Item 02 on page 3 should be deleted or at
the very least have the words” as compatible with purposes” inserted
into the text.

3) Since it is so important to manage activities in the Knik River Basin in
an effort to protect the biologic values and the safety and quality of
life for the residents in the area, an adequate fiscal note needs to be
attached to this legislation. HB 307 needs funding to provide a
minimum of 2 on the grour.d enforcement personnel with citation
authority round the clock from April through October, sanitation
facilities, education and signage.

Please give serious consideration to making these revisions.

Thank you

4 ff*4U

PO Box 399
Palmer, AK 99645
907-745-1540

. 08



APR-05-2006 WED 10:21 AM MAT-SU L10 FAX NO. 9073766180

I’m Cecily Fritz with the Knik River Watershed Group

In 1985, the Susitna Area Plan recognized the recreational and biologic values of the
Knik River Valley. Since then, use of the area and adjacent residential development have
exploded as has disagreement or how the area should be managed. Representative Stoltze
thanks o your willingness to wade into this issue, residents and users (and critters) are at
the cusp of realizing something great - something that will bring folks back together and
+-i— gre Of jjjjg awesome place. Wc ask this committee to consider a couple important

changes to HB 307:

Page 3 Item D 2 enshrines existing motorized use hampering management of complex
issues. For example, existing multiple access points and high use areas affect daily

quality of life for residents.,, and use is going up.

Meanwhile, along the upland trail many springs feed the wetlands and it is seasonally soft
and easily disturbed. Last Sunday swans were present in open water near the trail. This is
where sheep and moose give birth, salmon spawn, and alpine, woodland and wetland
come together. Should this now motorized trail bordering the swamp be grandfathered
via legislation or is it deserving of thoughtful planning - for perhaps motorized use
during the hunting and winter seasons? These examples illustrate why trail evaluation
belongs at the planning, not the legislative, level. Please fix the bill as follows:

Begin Line 13 on page 3 with “As compatible with the purposes identified in
41.23.180...” Then, end the section after the woid ‘Area’ on line 14. Ir is cleaner and
avoids the blanket acceptance of all trails/access points while highlighting the importance

of ORV access, It is a good compromise.

Then on page 2 line 8 add: “establish a citizens advisory group” to enhance resident
‘pation.

And wc ask this ct nimittee to ensure adequate sustainable funding for comprehensive
planning and effective management. Expect volunteer efforts to offset public
expenditures as folks from groups as diverse as Alaska Extreme Fourwheelers to Mat-Su

Birders continue to enthusiastically volunteer.

Thank you all!

07



Alaska State Legislature
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Apr.Q5-onnc M 10:19 AM MAT-SU L10 FAX NO. 9073766180 P.

Testimony rc CS for House Bill No. 307, Finance Comm.
April 5, 2006

My name is Loren Karro. | live at 8 1/2 mile Knik River Road, within the
boundaries of the proposed Public Use Area, (R16N, 4E, Sec 29 & 30) and my
property lies adjacent to DNR land along the river itself, | am a trapper, hiker,
hunter, guide, and former Alaska Outdoors Council member. | am in the upper
river about five days a week, accessing it by ATV, snowgo, foot, skis,
snowshoes or plane. | appreciate the efforts of the legislature in cviewing the
Knik River Public Use Area proposal. |know that something needs to be done
to protect the wildlife, habitat and scenic beauty, as well as the peace and safety
of the local residents and recreationalists. | no longer feel safe accessing the

1 side of the river, nor do | enjoy it in light of the trash, noise, illegal
activities and severe habitat degradation that | encounter. As recently as last
week, | was endangered by unsafe target shooting while rmining my trap line on
the South Knik River. And last fall right at dusk, 10 large-tired mud buster
trucks drove in a parade right through my property, having cut across the river
during low water and searching for a way out.

| believe that with some changes, the proposed bill can be a start to a better,
safer management of the Knik River watershed. However, as written the bill
cannot work to protect the area from further damage, nor is there any guarantee
that resources will be available to educate the public and enforce applicable

laws and regulations.

Towards this end, the managemer* section of the bill (See. 41.23.19 (a)) should
specifically mandate that workshops be held, and that a citizen’s advisory board
be created to ensure continued resident and user input. Also See. 41.23.200 (d)
(2) should be deleted. ORV use is already ensured in two previous areas of the
bill (41.23.18 (3) and 4123.20 (d) (1)). As written this section precludes any

live rehabilitation of a good part of die north side banks and sand dune
areas, as well as wet lands along the river and the springs and drainages along
the upland Ripjy trail. In some areas a single “trail” has spread out to hundreds
of feet in width, as users sought to avoid already hcavib' rutted and flooded
trucks. At die very least, the wording might be chang. .o recognize routes and
uses compatible with 41.23.180, such as “As compatible with the purposes
identified in 41.23.180, and in collaboration with ORYV users, other
recreationists and area residents, the commissioner shall preserve and
enhance important ORV access corridors.”



APR-05-2006 WED 10:19 AH MAT-SU L10 FAX NO. 9073/66180 P.

I am concerned as to how funding for education and enforcement would be
allotted under the present act. Because of this, and because | believe that users
should pay their share of the costs, | am not averse to changing the designation
the north Knik River area inlo a State Recreation Area. This seems to be the
best tool to ensure that proper facilities, on site management and law
enforcement are provided. | don’t believe that this designation is necessary or
advisable for the south Knik River past the so called “man made lake5 area
around 1 mile Knik River Road, beyond which the river is primarily bordered
by private land that restricts access.

As a MUA, the bill creates an area still in need of considerable enforcement
activity. The Palmer Trooper Post sgatistics show that the numbers of incidents
that resulted in a case has Increased |1 48% between 2000 and 2005. They have
recommended against a community patrol in the Butte area because of the
danger and the distance from the Palmer Trooper Post. Burning cars, unsafe
firearm discharge, and drug activity control certainly seems to outshine the
problems of unsafe or unlawful campfires or motor vehicle usage, but control of
u.. oi ihese are needed. For instance, during the Millers Reach fire, an
extremely dry season when most available public safety resources were tied up,
1twice called in to report illegal, large boniires burning on the north side, in
both cases near timbered areas and not on safe sand bars. As the committee
vested with the responsibility for assessing and recommending the allotment of
financial resources, | am sure that you know the problems inherent in
guaranteeing that the funding for increased law enforcement activities is

available.

lappreciate your time and efforts at promoting the best possible bill to deal
with these problems. This is a beautiful area, rich in wildlife and flora, which
many of us quietly enjoy from our windows as well as in more energetic and
economically beneficial pursuits. While 1enjoyed the sight of a dozen extra
swans suddenly moving over to “our” side’s swamp habitat last summer, | was
saddened to realize that they had been driven out of the Jim Ctcek area during

their nesting time.

1 J Karro

20239 E Buckshot Ln
Palmer, AK 99645
907-745-3712



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the  House Finance
Committee on HB307 . dated — 040506 _--------------

To the Chairman and Finance committee,

My name is Scott Hamann | live in Kenai and am a life long Alaskan who grew up in the Valley.
As a boy | spent many a summer exploring the Knik area on a off road motorcycle with my trusty
.22 slung over my shoulder. Sadly our way of life has become increasingly under attack from
those that would restrict access and even the constitutional right to bear arms on public land. It
is time to step up and say in legislation that we have the legal right to recreate in our traditional
areas with motorized vehicles and guns. | support this bill. Thank you.

Scott Hamann

Signed: Scott Hamann. PO Box 934 Kcnai, AK 99611
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Butte Ana 'Rxsldente
CMa Organization.
259 Soulfi Alaska SIf*vl - Palmer AK 09645 - 907-74&-75L3 - 907-227.1628

April 4.2006,

Reapectt IMembers of the Houae Finanee Commltiee
Re: HQ Jo,

Vieare Brit Lively and Gregory NlIfon, long-time residents and co-founder* of Butto Area Residents
Civic Organization.

First, wo want to Ihank Rep. Stoltze and this committee for having recognized the mortage of taw
enforcement resources during past sessions and provided for more Troopers for Ma-Su. That has helped

« Ploaee allocate sufficient funding to really mike @ diffennca In Knik River Valley with either HB 307, or
with creating our proposed Knik River Valley State Recreation Area Instead If that Is determined to be a
better mechsniam..(www.buitealaska,ora > Issues). IV* have notaeen afiscal note torHB 307 and
therefore cannot comment on its adequacy for what we think Is necessary to turn the Jim Creek
badlands Into a mult*u»e recreation destination for loctl resldsnts snd visitors from nesr and far.

On atrip to Juneau about a month ago | took a foldar with presantation material to Co-Chair Meyer end
seveial members of House Resources and Finance. Ploasa add the attachments of my letter to this
presentation to moke them part of the record as well and distribute. The attachment Is a spreadsheet of
over 200 ‘unique' incidents, sightings and anecdotal experiences by only 11 residents which go with
spots on the small ‘ Incident’ map In our foldor. The pscket also Includes a vid'jo of *"Bodenburg Butt* In
Knik River Valley- Beauty *t our Back Door" and 8 ""No-Reapect" photo-video of examples of its
ugly side in our recreation area. For a PowerPoint presentation of our are3 end examples of how demago
is caused, please go to www.butteoiaska.oro > Rocresl'On.

May we ask thot you request from the Resources Committoo the communication from residents and
users of the area to demonstrate the lack of quality of life at our homes or on public lends.

While we heve thankfully watched tho Improvements House Resources has made to this Public Use Ares
legislation since its Introduction. Hfalls short of our Initial expectations for the stato lands In our
neighborhoods. HB 307 ts still heavily weighted toward enhancing motorized recreation and allows

continuing dangerous activities, including target shooting (you chould see the targets - If you can).
locking legitimate uaara out and diacouraglng paacaful family recnetlon. The weekend party-mood

will continue to spill over Into our neighborhoods where there’s no hiding from noise, dust and gun fire.
Thera an* three wall daflnad access polnta to thla necraatlon araa. To get there, people drive through
residential neighborhoods Including those on the Old Glenn Highway. Sullivan/CauJlll/Plumley Road, and
Maud Road. Mup Bttached. One* than, we hear tham, amall them, choke on their duet and faarfor
our Uvea.

What Is sufficient funding? That depends on whom we talked to. One official with rocreotlonal
enforcement experience thought Ihal for education and law enforcement it would take two years of on*
the-ground pre$encs jf 5fully empowered officers to write tickote end enforce rll statutes, using
regular and off-road vohicios, to just make a dent into the exleting chaoR snd lawlessness ovoryono Is

familiar with. (Cosf approx. 1500,000*/- tor tha inat year).

One land manager thought that 2 full-time fully ampowand offlcara for the first year with off-road
equipment supplement by DNR peace office's wH be e good step in the right direction. (Coat:
S300,000*/- for the first year)

Additional funding will ba nqulreJ for education Including algnt, reef rooms, repair of existing
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damage by ORVa and 4x4$, and trail enhancement Sanitary facilities are a must aino# there are no
public restrooms In the vicinity to accommodate up to 3,000 users on a nlca weakand. The lack of
san_itg)ry facllltlea la a aerioua health haxard to residents. (Coat approx, 1150,000 oyer 3-year
period).

Enforcement la key. When enforcement is assured, agencies such as US Plah & Wildlife and private
foundations are more likely willing fo spend money on enhanolng the area, knowing that the
facilities and Infrastructure they put up will be protected from vandalism. The situation we havo now
cannot go on, where the community, the state and the borough have put up Informational signage only to
be destroyed by shooting, burning end blackening out at all public access points of the area,

Afore federal and private giant money will be available when users pay for their recreation.
Motorized and equine use can be very damaging. Even mountain bikes In large numbers can deteriorate
trails. | also want to emphasize that In recreation area with adequate public safety protection, user
groups and community groupa are more willing to share In maintaining and patrolling trails,
Community patrols and trail watch groups are more likely willing to be ayes end eers for troopers and
rangers when they know that those offioers are dose by. Severalyears back, cHIsena of Butte were
willing to start a community patrol, but were advlaed egelnat It by Stete Troopers because of the
dangers due to the distance to the Palmer Trooper Poet.

Ibelieve thet the deslgnetlon of State Recreation Area under AS 41,21 rather then a Public Use
Area under AS 41.23 hea the built-in mechanism fora ueor-hao structure (poeeibly exempting local
residents) and provides the assurance to funding organizations that the State of Alaska Is serious about
the atewardship of Its recreational lands so that their investment Is protected. Visitors from all over the
world would gladly pay a small fee fo see end experience the wonders ot our area, bringing with
them new economic opportunltea to our small community In ths process.

In this Public Use Area designation, HB 307, do tha uaara axpect that ihe Siafe of Alaska should pay
for their recreation, enforcement, Infrastructure, msintansnce snd enhancement? And ahouid we,
residents and property owners of Butte, with our service area fees for emergencies, fire and road, be
expected to continue to pay for mostly Anchorage, Fort Richardson and Elmendorf people who need to
be rescuad from tholr ORV and 4x4 accidents. Are all Alaskans expected to continue enabling a
culture of *\ve can do anything here we're not allowed to anywhere alee,” leaving residents
exhausted after every weakend and slumming down our community?

Piease. confirm with Borough and State officials regarding tha high cost of emergency services response
in Knik River Valley, According to Capt. Casanovas who is in charge of Palmer Trooper Post, the amount
of incidents which generated a cate Increased from $40 In 2000 to 1240 In 2000 (over one thirxi) along
snd off of the Old Glenn Highway (approx. 17 miles) which aocesae* all points for recreation on state
lands. We do not have numbers for those incidents where AST 'counceled* people, or where they
received or responded to calls for assistance and the offenders had skipped by tha time AST arrived. Or
ask how many cells for assistance go to Dispatch which deal with tha mayhem around Iwo.

Itla Inyour power to reatora peace fo our community and give u$ en opportunity foreconomic
growth by helping create a multi-user high-end visitor distinction for south-oantral Alaska Qive us tha
basics so wo can provide facilities and service* which will replace th* perception of "do Butte™ and
associated tainted Image of Its resident* with that of a healthy and vibrant comm ity that Is ready to

|
(
Moll: 259 South Alaska Street, Palmer AK DIG45

End.: Spreadsheet of Incidents. Access Points Map. Area Map, Land Ownership, ORV Trails In Wetlands
XaPvia rr*<| fi/ 5
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Yellow = ORV trails

Red = road, Red E. of Mud Lk. (r. square) = Maude Rd. extension
White = Middle of Sec, 22 and extent of old logging trails
Turquoise = What is left of Rippy Trail

Blue = Friday Cr. Trails - so fa e singletrack

(note- the torquoise line beyond Chain L Is not a mistake - ATVs have been hauled in by air boat)
This is a rough line drawn graphic representation from my knowledge of these trails
and is not a GPS map! Use at your own risk.

The Rippy portion of ad-hoc ORV traffic was single track only from W hite box

to approximately the Friday Creek airstrip prior to the Maude Rd. Extension project.
This, along with other documentation, gives you overview about what is happening to
the Jim/Swan Wetlands with no Management or adequate Law Enforcement.

Other documentation and photos available by request.

Copyright - Robert Howard Palmer, Alaska rvhoward@mac.com
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Ralph Hulbert
HO Box 1546, Palmer, AK 99645 plione (907)7-15-4586; tax (907)146-4586; emailhulbeil@alaska.net

April 3. 2006

Via email
Rep. Kevin Meyer
Alaska State House of Representatives

Re: CS for 1IB No. 307(RES); Knik River Public Use Area

I m ist commend your colleague, Rep. Stoltze, lor listening to bis constituents’ diverse opinions,
am! advancing the more measured and sustainable proposals; this bill is much improved. |am
Mill concerned about some unique habitats that could be damaged before we realize they’re

impacted.

TVs last Saturday, my family and friends hiked along what’s now called the Rippv Trail lo the
upper reaches ofJim Cr., just as we've done for the past 30 years this time of year. Our goal is to
see the swans, along with other wildlife and the general well-being (and weariness) that a 6 hour
hike bestows. Yes. they were there in force, the first harbingers of local spring, a baker’s dozen
trumpeting a concert in a tiny open stream amidst the frozen marsh near the mountain.

The seven of us, knowing where we would likely find the swans, quietly moved through the
alders to near the edge of the marsh. The swans were only about 200 yards away, and apparently
were a bit nervous, although we remained within the edge. After about ten minutes, they lifted
off and Hew about % mile further to the middle of the frozen marsh. Tnis was apparently for
safety, as there was no feed out on the ice. These tiny remote streams in the upper Knik that
open early in the spring are critical staging for the Mat-Su population of trumpeter swans, before
they spread out to their breeding locations in the valley.

About 12 years ago, ATVs punched a trail through lo this location, and fresh tracks were there in
the snow, but fortunately, there were no tracks this year on the frozen marsh. This trail ends in
wide marsh, with no practical summer connection to the other trails. My concern is that, it quiet
foot traffic can disrupt the swans’ preferred and critical staging. ATV traffic (even low living
planes) anywhere nearby can do worse (and has, as I've observed in years past). Solutions to
pieservc the critical habitat may eventually involve abandoning the ATV trail sufficient distance
Irom the marsh, and building an alternative hiking trail to a viewing location that won’t upset the
swans. |suspect there are volunteers lhal would do this, if regulatory support framework existed.

Consequently. | hope you might remove or adjust -11.23.200(d)(2) so that existing trails are not
enshrined. Also, please include management input from a citizen advisory entity, primarily lo
encourage the extensive diverse volunteer participation necessary to make this truly successful.

titles
2

Rep. Stolt/e
Rep. Ciatto
Sen. Huggins
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Louanne Christian

From: Rep. Kevin Meyer

Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2006 5:32 AM
To: Louanne Christian

Subject: Fw: HB307

1.ease include this in members®” packets for HB 307. Thank you!

Original Message———
From: Joe Gaunu (mailto:joegauna@gci.netj

3 : Tuesday, April 04. 3006 -1:16 PM
To: Rep. Kevin Meyer
Subject: HB307

""Use press tc maize this bill a reality. I am the access chair ior the Alaska State
Snowmobile Association and this is a clear case of access. Certainly there are some
irrGspotsiblc peoole who spoil it for the majority but law enforcement and reasonable
restrictions can deal with them. Thanks for your effort and continued support of access

fo: Alaskans.
?.S. I am the one who used to drive you craty when you were on the Assembly. Keep up the

good work.
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Butte Area
Residents

Civic Organisation

250 South Alaska Slreot - Palmer AK 09545 - 907-7d5-752G - 907-227-1628
resource w'butlsalnska.oro

April 4, 20086,

Respected Members of the House Finance Committee
Re: HB 307

We are Brit Lively and Gregory Nilsson, long-time residents and co-tounders of Butte Area Residents

Civic Organization.

First, we want to thank Rep, Stoltze and this committee for having recognized the shortage of law
enforcement resources during past sessions and pmvided for more Troopers for Ma-Su. That has helped.

Please allocate sufficient funding to really make a difference in Knik River Valley with either HB 307, or
swith creating our proposed Knik River Valley State Recreation Area instead if that is determined to be a
better mechanism..fwww.buttealaska.orq > issues). We have not seen a fiscal note for HB 307and
therefore cannot comment on its adequacy for what we think is necessary to turn the Jim Creek
badlands into a multi-use recreation destination for local residents and visitors from near and far.

On a trip lo Juneau about a month ago |took a (older with presentation material to Co-Chair Meyer and
several members of House Resources and Finance. Please add the attachments of my letter to this
presentation to make them part of the record as well and distribute. The attachment is a spreadsheet of
over 200 "unique" incidents, sightings and anecdotal experiences by only 11 residents which go with
spots on the small “Incident” map in our folder. The packet also includes a video of “Bodenburg Butte In
Knik River Valley - Beauty at our Back Door” and a “No-Respect” photo-video of examples of ils
ugly side in our recreation area. For a PowerPoint presentation of our area and examples of how damage

is caused, please go fo wvAV.buttealaska.org > Recreation.

May we asl that you request from Ihe Resources Committee the communication from residents and
users of lhe area to demonstrate the lack of quality of life at our homes or on public lands.

While we have thankfully watched the improvements House Resources has made to this Public Use Area
legislation since its introduction, it falls shorl of our initial expectations for the stale lands in our
neighborhoods. HB 307 is still heavily weighted toward enhancing motorized recreation and allows
continuing cangerous activities, including target shooting (you should see the targets - if you can),
locking legitimate users out and discouraging peaceful family recreation. The weekend parly-mood
will continue to spill over into our neighborhoods where there’s no hiding from noise, dust and gun fire.
Theie are three well defined access points to this recreation area. To get there, people drive through
residential neighborhoods including those on the Old Glenn Highway, Sullivan/Caudill/Plumley Road, and
Maud Road Map attached. Once there, ive hear them, smell them, choke on their dust and fear for

our lives.

What is sufficient funding? Jha\ depends on whom we talked to. One official with recreational
enforcement experierce thought that lor education and law enforcement it would lake two years of on-
'ho-grourvl orose-nco of 5 fully empowcicd officers to write tickets and enforce all statutes, usmg
regular and off-road vehicles, lo just make* a dent into the existing chaos and lawlessness everyone is

familiar with (Cost approx. S600,000+7- for the first year).

One land m onager thought that 2 full-time fully empowered officers for tho first year with off-road
equipment supplement by DNR peace officers will be a good step in the right direction (Cost:

S300.000+7- for the first year)


http://www.buttealaska.orq

Additional funding will be required for education including signs, rest rooms, repair of existing
damage by ORVs and 4x4s, and trail enhancement. Sanitary facilities arc a must since there are no
public restrooms in the vicinity to accommodate up to 3,000 users on a nice weekend. The lack of
sanitary facilities is a serious health hazard to residents. (Cost approx. S150,000 over 3-year

period).

Enforcement is key. When enforcement is assured, agencies such as US Fish & Wildlife and private
foundations are more likely willing to spend money on enhancing the area, knowing that the
facilities and infrastructure they put up will be protected from vandalism. The situation we have now
cannot go on, where the community, the state and the borough have put up informational signage only to
be destroyed by shooting, burning and blackening out at all public access points of the area,

More federal and private grant money will be available when users pay for their recreation.
Motorized and equine use can be very damaging. Even mountain bikes in large numbers can deteriorate
trails . | also want to emphasize that in recreation area with adequate public safety protection, user
groups and community groups are more willing to share in maintaining and patrolling trails.
Community patrols and trail watch groups are more likely willing to be eyes and ears for troopers and
rangers when they know that these officers are close by. Several years back, citizens of Butte were
willing to start a community patrol, but were advised against it by State Troopers because of the

dangers due to the distance to the Palmer Trooper Post.

| believe that the designation of State Recreation Area under AS 41.21 rather than a Public Use
Aiea under AS 41.23 has the built-in mechanism for a user-fee structure (possibly exempting local
residents) and provides the assurance to funding organizations that the State of Alaska is serious about
the stewardship of its recreational lands so that their investment is protected. Visitors from all over the
world would gladly pay a small fee to see and experience the wonders of our area, bringing with
them new economic opportunites to our small community in the process.

In this Public Use Area designation, HB 307, do the users expect that the State of Alaska should pay
for their recreation, enforcement, infrastructure, maintenance and enhancement? And should we,
residents and property owners of Butte, with our service area fees for emergencies, fire and road, be
expected to continue to pay for mostly Anchorage, Fort Richardson and Elmendorf people who need to
be rescued from lheir ORV and 4x4 accidents. Are all Alaskans expected to continue enabling a
culture of "ive can do anything here we're not allowed to anywhere else,” leaving residents
exhausted after every weekend and slumming down our community?

Please, confirm with Borough and State officials regarding the high cost of emergency services response
in Knik River Valley. According to Capt. Casanovas who is in charge of Palmer Trooper Post, the amount
of incidents which generated a case increased from 840in 2000 to 1240 in 2005 (over one third) along
and off of lhe Old Glenn Highway (approx. 17 miles) which accesses all points for recreation on state
lands. We do not have numbers for those incidents where AST "counceled" peoplo, or where they
received or responded lo calls lor assistance and the offenders had skipped by the time AST arrived. Or
ask how many calls for assislance go to Dispatch which deal with The mayhem around here.

Itis in youi power to restore peace to our community and give us an opportunity for economic
growth by helping create a multi-user high-end visitor destination lor south-central Alaska. Give us the
oasi;s so ,ve car provide facilities and seivicts which will replace tho perception of 'da Butte" and
associated tainted imago ol its residents with that ol a healthy and vibrant community that is ready fo
meet this positive challenge. Please, give us the chance to shine! Give us respect!

Sincerely,

Brit Lively (907-745-3398) - Gregory Nilsson (907-227-1628, W 907-694-7124)
Co-Chairs, Butte Area Residents Civic Organization
Mail: 259 South Alaska Street, Palmer AK 99045
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Butte Community Council
RESOLUTION NOf2005-5

A resolution ofthe Butte Community Council supporting a bill, for ai act
entitled, “AN ACT CREATING THE KNIK RIVER PUBUC USE AREA, State
of Alaska, House Bill No. HB 307, and Senate Bill No. SB 197, introdiuced

May 7, 2005.

Whereas: Recent actions by individuals, groups, and stalemerts contained in the “Asse't
Management Plan lor Borough Owned Land in the Butte Area” to propose and solicit ne-K
unreasonable restrictions on access and use of public lands In Ihe Butte-Knik River WaUSshed
area, and threaten to eliminate many of the assumed freedom:;, lifestyles, and traditions uses of
the Butte area residents and others, and

Whereas: Due to the unknown status of the above mentioned actions, and the unknown Dutcorne
thereof, this legislation is deemed necessary in order to preserv e the traditional uses of ti e above
mentioned public lands, and

Whereas: There are approximately 90 million acres of essentially non-motorized areas a ready
; set aside in Alaska in the form of National Parks, Wilderness Areas, Wildlife Refuges. Cir ical
i Habitat Areas. State Parks, etc. and

Whereas. We intend that the main purpose of this Knik River Pubic Use Area is to be fo
multiple use, including motorized pand, water, and air) vehicle recreation, and including r on-
motorized use, and

Whereas: lhere are provisions contained within the Public Use Area legislation regulations to
adequately provide tor wildlife and habitat protection, and

Whereas: We intend this Knik River Public Use Area to be similar in scope and purpose ' |he
) Nefchina Public Use Area with it’s allowed uses such as off mac motor vehicles, trapping
l hunting, mineral exploration, mining and other regally allowed uses, and

Whereas: The users of these public Lands have previously expressed their desires tor conilinued
| public access by their approvals of past BCC resolutions, public petitions, and their public /
expressed disagreement with many of the proposed restrictions in lhe draff "Asset Manac emenl

Plan for Borough Owned Land in the Butte Area.”

I Now Therefore, we, Uic people present here tonight. June 8. 2005 being members of the fjutte
Cotnmunily Council, by majority vote. approve ot this BCC resolution supporting the formalnon ol

aKnik River Public Use Area, by the Alaska State Legislature.

Signed by: A Quorum of the Board of the Butte Community Council

(pAxJhsX
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Frank H Muikowski, Governor

Wayne Kubat, Chair
PO Box 874867
) M atanUSk_a Valley . Wasilla, Alaska 99687
Fish & Game Advisory Committee oh. & fax: 376-9568
email: args@ mtaonline.net

November 23rd 2005

Senator Huggins and Representative Stoltze,
The Matanuska Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee unanimously supports House Bill 307 and
Senate Bill 197, the bills to create the Knik River Public Use Area as written and introduced by

yourselves.

The Knik River has historically been a destination for many visitors. With Anchorage, Palmer, and
Wasilla home to over 50% of Alaska’s population, this recreational area will provide access for many
diverse users of the area. Adjacent to this area is Chugach State Park, that restricts those Alaskans

looking for an off-road vehicle experience.

Along with the specific management the legislation will create, we believe that additional education
and enforcement will create an enjoyable destination for all recreational users and this legislation is a

step in that direction. Thank you for your efforts!

Sincerely,

Wayne Kubat
Chairman - Matanuska Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee

Serving the Alaska Board of Fisheries and Alaska Board of Ciamc
Hoard* Support Section. 333 Uiptxxrv Hoad. Aocikxjutc AlaOa W UM5V9
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A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED

GROUP MANAGEMENT EFFORTS
Mat-Su CVB Resolution FY05-06

WHEREAS, majority of public lands in the Knik River Watershed (KRW) arc owned and managed
by the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mining, Land and Water (DNR).

WHEREAS, this area is popular for a wide variety of motorized and nonmotorized activity and
offers exceptional hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, birdwatching and photography; and

WHEREAS, the KRW consists of uplands, wetlands, anadromous streams and other water bodies,
unique geologic features, glaciers, swan and other waterfowl staging and nesting areas, and wildlife

to include moose, black and grizzly bear; and

WHEREAS, recreation in the area has significantly increased and is expected to continue to
increase, and the area is located in the most populated region in Alaska.

WHEREAS, the Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the Susitna Area Plan (1985) recognized
important wildlife value, current and potential future impacts of unmanaged use, and recommended
special designation for areas within the watershed; the SouthCentral Recreation Action Plan (1984)
recommended a master plan for the Jim-Swan Lakes area of the watershed to more effectively
serve diverse recreational interests; and a portion of the Jim-Swan area is located within the Lake

George National Natural Landmark; and

WHEREAS, citizens and users have expressed repeated concerns about personal safety,
vandalism, game and nongame violations, pollution and lack of sanitation, littering, impacts to fish
and wildlife resources, impacts on resident’s quality of life, impacts on responsible users, and

impacts on hydrology and area aquifers; and

WHEREAS, a sustainable management plan is needed to protect fish and wildlife resources and
that will accommodate motorized, nonmotorized, consumptive and nonconsumptive uses; and

WHEREAS, the planning effort shall include a full public process, scientific expertise and trail
design expertise, and

WHEREAS, planning, sustainable management, and enforcement on public lands in the KRW will
enhance opportunity to develop tourism destinations by offering safe, exceptional recreational
opportunity for a multitude of user groups and visitors.

NOW. 1HhREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mat-Su Convention & Visitors Bureau Board of
Directors fully supports efforts lo develop a management plan, in a full public process, for the Knik
River Watershed that will protect natural resources and accommodate motorized and nonmotorized

recreation.

Adopted by the Mat-Su CVB Board of Directors on May 19,2005.

Sandra White Steve Mutiny
President Secretary



Alaska Frontier Trappers Association

PO Box 3208
" January 30, 2006

Palmer. Alaska 99645

Dear Representative Stoltze and Senator Huggins,

The Alaska Frontier Trappers Association fully support House Bill 307 and
Senate Bill 197.

The Knik River has been a favorite destination for all outdoor recreational
users. Trappers have a histoiy of trapping on the Knik River since the
territorial days. One of the most talked about trappers was Tex Cobb. He
trapped all over the South Central area and has been written about in such
magazines as “Outdoor Life”. Trappers are possibly the first to utilize the
area as a means of support and are the first trail blazers.

With the passage of these bills as written, we will be assured of continued
use without the threat of closure in the form ofa State Park.

Bob Green
President, Alaska Frontier Trappers Association



By: L. Woods
Amended: 05/17/05
Adopted: 05/17/05

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 05-068(AW)

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH SUPPORTING
STATE DESIGNATION OF LAND IN THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED AS A
PUBLIC USE AREA AND FOR THE STATE TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO DEVELOP A
MULTIPLE-USE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE AREA.

WTIEREAS, the Alaska State Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough are the
primary Qlandholders of public land 1in the Knik River
Watershed (KRW) and recognize the need to address

management issues within portions of the watershed,

particularly in the Jim Creek - Swan Lake - Knik River
areas; and

WHEREAS, the area includes over 250,000 acres of
public land, the majority of which iIs owned and managed by
the Alaska State Department of Natural Resources; and

WHEREAS, the Borough recogni es that use iImpacts on
State land are so significant as to warrant a special study
area  thar should be established ur.der cooperative
management; and

WHEREAS, the Kr.ik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the
Susitna Area Plan (1985) vrecognized important wildlife

value, current and potential future impacts of unmanaged



use, and recommended special designation for areas within
the Knik River Watershed; and the South Central Recreation
Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the Jim
Creek - Swan Lakes area of the Knik River Watershed to more
effectively serve diverse recreational interests; and
WHEREAS, this area consists of uplands, wetlands,
anadromous streams and other water bodies, unique geologic
features, waterfowl staging and nesting areas, and wildlife
to include resident moose, black and grizzly bear; and
WHEREAS, citizens and users have expressed repeated
concern about significant iIncreases iIn unmanaged uses,

vandalism and other unlawful violations, safety, pollution,

littering, impacts to fish and wildlife resources, impacts

on nearby residents and users, and have committed

significant volunteer resources 1In attempts to educate
local residents and visitors 1iIn order to iImprove the
situation; and

WHEREAS, DNR has statewide experience 1in developing
sustainable multiple-use plans that recognize and provide

for a wide variety of users of State land, yet iIn a way

that protects important areas; ar.c
WHEREAS, a planning team led by DNR would include
public and private land owners and managers, scientists, a

wide variety of user groups that currently use the area,

Haacluticn serial :;o0. 6s<amj
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citizens, and adjoining private landholder representation,
and would be developed using an open public process; and

WHEREAS, a management planning effort would enhance
the opportunity for multiple-use management that would
include partnering, collaboration and volunteerism for
agencies, landholders, diverse users, residents and citizen
groups.

NCW, THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough Assembly supports the State creating a
public use area for public land in the Knik River watershed
and urges the appropriation of funds to the Alaska State
Department of Natural Resources to Iinitiate a management
planning process v/hich includes all user groups and
appropriate agencies for the public land in the area. The
State funding should 1include sufficient resources to
implement the management plan and provide enforcement of

land-use regulations as provided to them wunder State

Statute for their stewardship of public lands.



ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this

17 day of May, 2005.

IS

TIMOTHY L. ANDERSON, Borough Mayor

ATTEST;

MICHELLE M. MCGEHEE, CMC, Borough Clerk

(SEAD)

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY: Woods, Allen, Colberg, Kvalheirn,
Simpson, Colver, and Vehrs



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 05-22 (AW

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA PLANNING COMMISSION
REQUESTING THE ASSEMBLY TO SUPPORT  ALASKA LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS
TO ESTABLISH A KNIK RIVER PUBLIC USE AREA FOR PUBLIC LAND IN
THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED AND TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO THE ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A MANAGEMENT
PLAN FOR PUBLIC LAND IN THE AREA.

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough are the primary landholders of

public land in the Knik River Watershed (KRW) and recognize the

need to address management issues in the Jim Creek-Swan Lake-

Knik River area; and
WHEREAS, the area includes over 7,600 acres of public land,
the majority of which iIs owned and managed by the state DNR, and
WHEREAS, this area consists of uplands, wetlands,
anadromous streams and other water bodies, unique geologic
features, waterfowl staging and nesting areas, and wildlife to
include resident moose, black and grizzly bear; and

WHEREAS, citizens and users have expressed repeated concern

about significant 1increases 1In unmanaged uses, Vvandalism and

other unlawful violations, safety, pollution, littering, Iimpacts
to fish and wildlife resources, impacts on nearby residents and

users, and have committed significant volunteer resources 1iIn

attempts to educate local residents and visitors in order to

improve the situation; and

Resolutions
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WHEREAS, the draft Asset Management Plan for Borough Owned
Land in the Butte Area (2004) recognizes that "use 1iImpacts [on
state land] are so significant to warrant a special study area
that should be established under cooperative management; the
Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the Susitna Area Plan (1985)
recognized important wildlife value, current and potential

future impacts of unmanaged use, and recommended special
designation for areas within the KRW; and the South Central
Recreation Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the
Jim-Swan Lakes area of the KRW to more effectively serve diverse
recreational interests; and

WHEREAS, DNR has statewide experience in developing
sustainable multiple-use plans for state land; and

WHEREAS, a planning team led by DNR would include public
and private land owners and managers, scientists, user groups,
citizens, and adjoining private landholder representation, and
would be developed using an open public process; and

WHEREAS, legislative designation and a management planning
effort would enhance opportunity for multiple-use management
that would 1include partnering, collaboration and volunteerism
for agencies, landholders, diverse users, residents and citizen
groups.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matanuska-Susitna

Borough Planning Commission recommends the Assembly support

S:\Plonmng 4 Und UseXPlanMng AdmnXPC Reso\2005\PC reao OW2(AM) .DOC



state legislative efforts to create a Public Use Area for the
public land in the Knik River watershed and to provide funding
to the Alaska Department of Natural Resources to develop and
implement a management planning process for the public land in
the area.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Planning Commission this

_ld day of < / 2005.

ATTEST: y

PRISCILLA M. GOFF, /Planning Clerk

(SEAL)

SiNPIfgjtntng 1 Land U.nr\Planning AdminNPC 1<eao\2005\PC reao Ob-22 (AM) .DOC Page 3



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 05-126

SUBJECT: A resolution supporting state designation of land in the

Knik River Watershed as a state special management area and to
provide funding to the Department of Natural Resources to develop a

multiple-use management plan for the area.

AGENDA OF: May 17, 2005
(ASSEMBLY ACTION:

MANAGER RECOMMENDATION: Present to the assembly for consideration.

APPROVED BY JOHN DUFFY, BOROUGH MANAGER:

Route To: Department/Individual Initials Remarks
Originator

ommu y Development

nit

Irector

Planning and Land Use
Director

Finance Director
Borough Attorney
Borough Clerk

ATTACHMENT (S) : Fiscal Note: Yes NoX
Parks, Recreation and Trails Advisory Board

Resolution No. 05-05 (2pp)
Planning Commission Resolution No. 05-22 (JAW)

Resolution Serial No. 05-

SUMXARY STATEMENT: The Susitna Area Plan, when it was adopted in
1985, recognized that a variety of special habitat, scenic and
recreational values existed in the Knik River Watershed. That plan
specifically recommended that the area surrounding Jim and Swan
Lake be designated as a State Recreation site.

The plan specifically found that legislative designation of the
important for the area because of the heavy public use of

area was
the areas lakes and streams for salmon and trout fishing, waterfowl
hunting, canoeing, hiking and winter recreation activities. The

increase as

plan further stated that use of the area was likely to

IM NO. 05*126

rage | of 2
Resolution Serial No, O05*

Cd/orsUnfwre/ron/kink rivrr watershed iro



— the population of the surrounding area grew, and that the area
should be managed to provide recreation while protecting and
enhancing wildlife habitat and protecting visual quality.

In recent years we all have been hearing more and more frequently
about conflicts between users of the area, concerns about personal
safety and the need for active management of the area to help
resolve these conflicts, protect important habitat areas from
complete destruction while at the same time allowing the multitude
of recreational activities that have occurred iIn the area over the

years to continue.

With the recent process we have gone through as part of developing
an asset management plan for borough owned land in the Butte area,
the subject of management of the adjacent state land again became a
major issue. While the public did not totally agree on how the
area should be managed, they did point out that any action on
Borough owned land is meaningless i1f not followed through by the

adjacent public land owners and vice-versa.

Fortunately, the state Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Mining, Land and Water OMLW) had participants at all our public
meetings and were involved in the review of our planning documents.
Following the last round of public review (summer and fall of 2004)
they took the message back that a plan for the entire watershed was
the only sensible way to proceed to deal with the real and
perceived conflicts that exist iIn the area.

The DMLW is now supportive of a legislative designation of the area
(either a public use area or a public recreation area) neither of
which prohibit any uses of the area, but allows the department to
utilize a planning process to arrive at an enforceable management

plan.

Legislation was proposed by DMLW and the Knik River Watershed Group
to accomplish the above and a fiscal note was drafted to complete a
management plan for the area within two years. Although no
legislation was introduced a draft was prepared that could be used
as a good vehicle for the public to review and discuss 1in
preparation for the next legislative session.

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION: Because of the large amount of
public, mainly state land in the Knik River Watershed and the
amount of conflicts and safety concerns that we have all heard and
read about, it is recommended that the Borough recommend to the
state that a management plan for the area be adopted and the area
be protected for its multiple-use recreational and habitat values.
The administration supports the resolution and recommends adoption.

IM No. 05-126

Page 2 of 2
Penolution Serial No. 05-
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
PARKS, RECREATION AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 05-05

THE  MATANUSKA-SUSITNA  BOROUGH  PARKS

RECREATION AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD REQUESTING THE
ASSEMBLY TO SUPPORT THE STATE DESIGNATING LAND IN THE KNIK
RIVER WATERSHED AS A STATE RECREATION AREA AND TO PROVIDE
FUNDING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO DEVELOP A

MULTIPLE-USE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE AREA.

A RESOLUTION OF

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources

(DNR) and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough are the primary
landholders of public land iIn the Knik River Watershed
(KRW) and recognize the need to address management issues
in the Jim Creek-Swan Lake-Knik River area; and

WHEREAS, the area 1includes over 250,000 acres of
public land, the majority of which 1is owned and managed by

the state DNR, and

WHEREAS, the draft Asset Management Plan for Borough
Owned Land 1in the Butte Area *2004) recognizes that 'use
impacts Ton state land] are so significant to warrant a
special study area that should be established wunder
cooperative management; the Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981)

and the Susitna Area Plan (1985) recognized important
wildlife value, current and potential future 1impacts of

unmanaged use, and recommended special designation for
areas within the KRW; and the South Central Recreation

Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the Jim-
Swan Lakes area of the KRW to more effectively serve

diverse recreational iInterests; and

consists of uplands, wetlands,

anadromous streams and other water bodies, unique geologic
features, waterfowl staging and nesting areas, and wildlife
to include resident moose, black and grizzly bear; and

WHEREAS, this area

WHEREAS, citizens and users have expressed repeated
concern about significant increases iIn unmanaged uses,
vandalism and other unlawful violations, safety, pollution,
littering, iImpacts to fish and wildlife resources, impacts
on nearby residents and users, and have committed
significant volunteer resources 1iIn attempts to educate
local residents and visitors iIn order to improve the

situation; and



statewide experience 1iIn developing
recognize and provide
land, yet 1iIn a way

WHEREAS, DNR has
sustainable multiple-use plans that
for a wide variety of users of state

that protects important areas; and

led by DNR would include

WHEREAS, a planning team
scientists, a

public and private land owners and managers,
wide variety of user groups that currently use the area,

citizens, and adjoining private landholder representation,
and would be developed using an open public process; and

WHEREAS, a management planning effort would enhance

the opportunity for multiple-use management that would
include partnering, collaboration and volunteerism for

agencies, Jlandholders, diverse users, residents and citizen
groups.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED that the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough Parks, Recreation and Trails Advisory 3oard
urges the Assembly to support the State designating a
portion of the Knik River Watershed as a multiple-use State
Recreation Area and to provide state funding to the Alaska
Department of Natural Resources to develop and implement a

management plan for public land in the area.

the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Parks

ADOPTED by
25th cay of

Recreation and Trails Advisory Board this
April, 2005.



MINUTES
Thursday, May 12,2005
Lazy Mountain Community Council
General Meeting

Meeting started with President Will Peabody calling meeting to order at 7:35pm.
Attended by Board Members; Will, Doug, Dan, Michael, Ken & Helen,
In addition, 8 general members.

Pledge

Minutes from the March 10, 2005 meeting read by Dan Linden. Motion to approve by Lucy, second by
Helen.

Ken Klundcr gave an update on the Comprehensive Plan. Eilicn Probasco is getting a survey together to
be mailed to every land owner. The survey asks owners what is important to them. This information will
be used for the 1* workshop, called “Vision Building”. Ken stressed the importance of getting has many
people as possible involved with the comprehensive plan by attending the I* workshop and the meetings

that are the last Thursday of cveiy month.

Road Report by the RSA’s Lucy Klebesadel, Ken Klundcr, and Pat Larrabee. Lucy reports that there is
$20,000 left in the road budget. Mike Gamer says that $14,000 will be spent within the next 2 weeks.
Most roads in Ranehccte subdivision will be worked on. Robin Lane will have a new chip seal product
applyicd but the resurfacing will only cost the community $10,000.

Koperund requests residents to clean out culverts so that they may assecc which ones need replaced.
Kopcmmds will be brush cutting and request that residents mark tress and/or shrubs that they do not want
destroyed.

Lucy reported that our CIP list had been changed without approval or notification to the Lazy Mountain
Community Council. It appears that Lynn Woods and Jim Culver added paving Robin Lane, at a cost of

$110,000 to the list.
Lucy concluded by reminding the council that the new fiscal year for road funds starts June 30.

Cecily Fritz and Robert Howard gave a presentation on the Knik watershed area.

Thay are spearhcadinfg a group called ihe Knik Watershed Group in which their mission is to sustain (he
Knik River Watershed to insure use and enjoyment for current and future generation. After the
presentation. Will Peabody made a motion to approve a resolution for support of a state DNR
tnanugement plan. The full resolution is as follows:

77l resolution was prepared by the Knik River Watershed Croupfor
consideration by the Lazy Mountain Community Council and >voj
presented at the council general meeting on May 12, 2005.

Whereas, the majority of public lands in the Knik River Watershed
(KRW) arc owned and managed by the Alaska Department of Natural
Resources, Division of Mining, Land and Water (DNR).



whnereas, tins area is popular lor a wide variety ot motorized and
nonmotorized activity and offers exceptional hunting, fishing, trapping

and nonconsumptive uses; and

Whereas, the KRW consists of uplands, wetlands, anadromous streams
and other water bodies, unique geologic features, glaciers, waterfowl
staging and nesting areas, and wildlife to include moose, black and

grizzly bear, and

Whereas, recreation in the area has significantly increased and is
expected to continue to increase, and the area is located in the most

populated region in Alaska.

Whereas, citizens and users have expressed concerns about personal
safety, vandalism, game and nongame violations, pollution and lack of
sanitation, littering, impacts to fish and wildlife resources, impacts on
resident’s quality of life, impacts on responsible users, and impacts on
hydrology and area aquifers; and

Whereas, the Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the Susitna Area
Plan (1985) recognized important wildlife value, current and potential
future impacts of unmanaged use, and recommended special
designation for areas within the watershed; and the SouthCcntral
Recreation Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the
Jim-Swan Lakes area of the watershed to more effectively serve
diverse recreational interests; and

Whereas, DNR has the experience and expertise to develop a
management plan that shall involve a full public process, include
scientific expertise, trail design expertise and invite the participation of

all user groups, citizens and adjoining landholders; and

Whereas, DNR has statewide experience in developing sustainable
multiple-use plans that protect important fish and wildlife resources;

and

Whereas, a management planning efTort would enhance opportunity for
partnering, collaboration and volunteerism for agencies, landholders,
diverse user groups, residents, and citizen groups.

Now, therefore be it resolved that the Lazy Mountain Community
Council supports state DNR efforts to develop a sustainable
management plan, in a full public process, for the Knik River
Watershed that will protect natural resources and accommodate
motorized and nonmotorized recreation.

Adopted by Resolution of the Lazy Mountain Community Council on
May 12, 2005.

The motion was 2rd by Michcal Miller.
Vote taken. Vote was unanimous for acceptance of the resolution.

9; 15 meeting adjourned hy the president.



Mat-Su State Parks Citizens Advisory Board

Resolution

A resolution supporting state funding to the Alaska Department of Natural
Resources for development ofa management plan for Public Lands in the Knik

River Watershed.

Whereas, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is the primary landholder of
public lands in the Knik River Watershed (KRW) and the land is classified as generally managed

state land;

Whereas, the draft Asset Management Plan for Borough Owned Land in the Butte Area (2004)
recognizes that “use impacts [on state land] are so significant to warrant a special study area that

should be established under cooperative management;

Whereas, the Knik Arm Wetlands Study (1981) and the Susitna Area Plan (1985) recognized
important wildlife value, current and potential future impacts of unmanaged use, and

recommended special designation for areas within the KRW;

Whereas, the SouthCentral Recreation Action Plan (1984) recommended a master plan for the
Jim-Swan Lakes area of the KRW to address severe erosion from four-wheel drive vehicles and
fire hazards from unmanaged camping, and to more effectively serve diverse recreational

interests;

Whereas, the area includes over 7600 acres of wetlands, anadromous streams, unique geologic
features, waterfowl staging and nesting, and wildlife to include resident moose, black and grizzly

bear;

Whereas, citizens and users have expressed repeated concern for the increase in unmanaged uses,
vandalism, safety, pollution, littering, impacts to wildlife resources, and impacts on residents and
users, and have committed significant volunteer resources notifying agencies and troopers,
organizing clean-ups, and educating residents and visitors in attempts to improve the situation;

Whereas, DNR has statewide experience in developing sustainable multiple-use plans for state

land;

Whereas, a DNR led planning team would include land managers, scientists, user groups,
citizens, and adjoining private landholder representation, and would be developed using an open

public process;

Whereas, a management planning effort would enhance opportunity for multiple use
management that would include partnering, collaboration and volunteerisrn for agencies,

landholders, diverse users, residents and citizen groups.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Citizens Advisory Board of the Mat-Su district of Alaska State Parks supports state
funding to the Alaska Department of Natural Resources to fulfill a management planning process

for public lands in the Knik River Watershed.

This RESOLUTION #0 "0 3 was passed by the Mat-Su Citizens Advisory Board at its regular
meeting held April 12, 2005.

AR/

Roy Wahl, Chair

Distribution:

Cecily Fritz, Chair, Knik River Watershed Group
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PO Box 766
Talkeetna, AK 99676

March 25, 2006

Representative Jay Ramras, Co-Chair, House Resources
Alaska State House of Representatives

Dear Representative Ramras:

This letter regards HB 307, an Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area. | am a member of the
Mat-Su State Parks Citizen's Advisory Board, but | am commenting as an individual.

In late 2005, the Advisory Board saw presentations by the Knik Watershed Group and by Todd
Clark, President of the Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance regarding the future of the Knik River

Watershed and draft legislation creating the Public Use Area (PUA). Both presentations were
quite informative. Both views were different, but not incompatible. Legislation can and should

respect both views.

The current HB 307 is an improvement over earlier version?, but there is further to go if all user
groups are to be treated fairly and if the qualities and value :fthe area are to be preserved over

time.
Here are specific changes to HB 307 that | urge you to incorporate into the bill.

Page 1, line 14, after the word VENIAE insert "andnonHmotarized recredtion determinedto e
GJT[H]Uerh(ZI) a'd(a ofths sedion'and delete the word qII]tlﬂUS. So, starting on line

13, (3) would read "Provide fG'the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses including off-
road vehicle and nonmotorized recreation determined to be compatible with (1) and (2) of this
section." This accommodates all user groups equally and provides for the sustainability of the

important fish and wildlife resources of the area.

Page 2, line 7: In addition to public hearings, there should be an option for public meetings and/or
informational workshops. And, |Ithink the legislation should contemplate the establishment of a
citizen's advisory oversight board, representing various perspectives and experience.

Section 200, (d) (1), page 3, line 6 should have a clause that ensures consistency of these
activities with the overall purpose of the PUA. Without a compatibility caveat, the use of the area
would be unmanageable, to the detriment of the resource, r.ome user groups, or both.

Section 200, (d) (2), page 3, lines 11-16. This is an unclear provision that appears to give
motorized use priority over both non-motorized use and the integrity of the natural resource values
of the area, and it hamstrings the planning process. Legislation should be clear in its statements,
internally consistent, and not preclude proper planning in the public interest. Hence, (d) (2), lines

11-16 should be deleted.

Enforcement is important, and section 210 should include language the directs the commissioners
of Public Safety, F&G, and other regulatory agencies to enforce the lav; in the PUA

Sincerely,

John Strasenburgh
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Below is a

Scott and Carrie Gray Uol

letter to the editor submitted by

907-746-dUUa

Carrie A. Gray Wolf

Daily News, Wednesday, March 15, 2006. The letter is in reference to the
ongoing dispute over HB307 and the redraft, CS HB30TA.

New m%dical _cen_t?r should,
remember It is still competing

The new Mat-Su Regional Medical
Center is up and running. While some
people may have glowing, lovingstories to
tell ofthe place, | recently ended up there,

Letters fro

Valley. Legislation (House Bill 307 and
Senate Bill 197) supporting a Knik River
Public Use Area fails to adecfiatcly ad-
dress problems faced by local residents.
The legislation neglects to address law
enforcement planning and funding, public
safety issues, incompatible recreational

uses, and the protection of

and while it is onfy 10minutes 2.2 - 2 d 1" ) .
away from my home, | discov- . critical wildlife habitats. Mike
ered that its still run by the ~ The medical  Erickson said in a Compass
administration thatran Valley  center needs piece last month that more

Hospital I'll resume driving
right past it and into Anchor-

to remember

laws are needed (“Curbing
Knik ATV access is no solu-
tion," Feb. 9).

age for my family’s hospital that its in
needs unless weather or - ~What good are more laws
extreme emergency requires competition without law enforcement?
I end up there instead, but | with two Erickson believes this leg-
will transfer to Anchorage as . . islation “preserves equal
soon as possible. hospitals in access to all." Not so. Many
The medical center needs Anchorage local residents avoid the

to remember that it’s in com-
petition with two hospitals
in Anchorage that appear to
direct their care to repeat
business. The staff at Val-
ley are nice people, but the
procedures that govern what
they do leave patients who
want a choice in their care having to go
to Anchorage. Flexibility where it won't
harm the patient or significantly run up
costs should be their standard. IflYiCare
truly cares about the Valley, they will find
a way to work with their patients and not
make us go to Anchorage to be treated
like paying customers.

I volunteer for one of Anchorage’s
hospitals and take my business and very
large family to both Anchorage hospitals
everyyear. That's a lot of time and a lot of
money Unit could be more easily spent at

home. . .
_ Kellie Ccrulsorw}avls
asllia

care to

Knik River area needs some
new legislation regarding use

Who are the people in your neighbor-
hood? My "neighborhood" is bombarded
with unrestricted gunfire, cur explosions,
vandalism and theft Wouldn't you like to
be my neighbor? It sounds as if I'm living
ui a war zone. Dut I live in the Knik Itiver

that appear
to direct their

business.

area out of fear and disgust
I resent his implied message
that most Alaskans access
and enjoy recreation using
motorized vehicles. Hiking,
canoeing and siding are a few
nonmotorized ways Aluslums
cpjoy outdoor recreation.
Local residents have to live daily with the
consequences uf recreational activities in
the Kmk River Valley The adverse effects
of unrestricted use affect all outdoor en-
thusiasts. Let’s encourage our legislators
to write new legislation and not keep the

statusquo. .
_ Carrie Gray Wolfe
a?{a\mwer

IS (tort NoterTXh wf*!-U Ml o-merrbrr&vm Kk
LBB\AQWSrtr'szrf Qoipsteedconvrlitre 1t* views

on hroan
Tax exemption bill welcomed

o
as relierTor strapped seniors

Thank you lo Rep. Vic Kohring for his
support of seniors aod disabled vets, ifis
House Bill 299, if passed, will increase
Die current tax exemption from the first
$150,G30 of property valuo lo $250,000 in
value. As property values bnvc increased
substantially each year, this bill will help
alleviate inereasm’ hardship from taxa-
tion for those m our community who have

repeat

e to the Anchorage



_etters In
support
of HB 307

Additional letters of

support and
opposition are on file.
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March 27, 2006
TO: Representative Jay Ramras

FROM: Stan Olsen
6620 c. II*Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99504

RE: Stolze/Huggins HB 307/SB 197

I am writing to oppose the above act on the Knick River Public Use Area. Unfortunately
this area is no longer the “pristine"” area aa it was long ago unofficially turned over for
use by motorized, free wheeling and fun loving folks who have relegated it into a area
devoid ofany possibility ofuse by families who enjoy the quiet, peaceful narure of the
Alaska outdoor environment.

Currently this area is continually trashed (literally), fires are set without any regard to
minimizing the effect on the environment. Streams, wetlands and dry lands are tom up
by machines driven by people without any demonstrated respect/ regard for the
environmental degradation they cause. Not to mention the noise pollution which reaches
areas distant from the actual physical use boundaries.

i
This area in general also suffers from the noise pollution o f the nearby racetrack every
weekend in the summer. There needs to be a place where individuals and families can go
m peace and security without having to be subjected to the noise and generally “lawless"
attitude of a few. Unfortunately is not a few when they arc congregated in this small
area. Law enforcement is not enforced.

For the benefitofa m~ority of the citizens | strongly request that this bin be killed and
legislation be implemented to turn this area into the Knik River Valley State Recreation

Area (under AS 41.21), for the benefit of all Alaskan’s.

I’m sorry for the short notice buy | was just made aware of this hearing and wanted to
express my feelings. | trust that you will help uphold the use of Alaska lands for the
majority of the users and not allow a small group to destroy a potentially wonderful state

resource.

Thank you.



Emily Stancliff

From: Dot [dot.h@att.net]

Sent: Monday, March 27, 2006 12:54 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Subject: House Bill No. 307 comments

Representative Ramras:
Regarding House Bill No, 307, “An Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area”.

While substantial improvements have been made to the bill, I feel further changes would make it a better bill to
ensure public recreation and safety for all Alaskans while protecting the natural environment, including fish and

wildlife.

A: Include nonmotorized use: Page 1Line 14: “Provide for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses
including off-road vehicle and nonmotorized recreation determined to be compatible with (1) and (2) of this

section.”

B: Expand the public process page 2 line 7: Include workshops and public hearings, or establishment ofa
citizen's advisory board. This is the best means to ensure that resident safety andqunlity of life concerns are
addressed. Based on concerns | have heard from locals in the area, the safety issues are really important.

C: Fix the wording on incompatible use: Page 3 line 6: "allow the Knik River Public Use Area to be used for
activities, as compatible with purposes, to include all-terrain vehicles...”

D. Provide for wise use of ORVs: Delete item (2) page lines 11-16 in
Incompatible Uses. This section circumvents the required public planning

process. ORV use is ensured in Section 41.23.180 (Purposes page 1 line 14). hi particular, some existing trails
or routes may need to be re-aligned or perhaps seasonably limited to result in sustainable trails where current
routes may be contributing to erosion and having negative impacts on wetlands, fish, and wildlife. This is not an
attempt to limit access, but rather to ensure that all can access the area in a reasonable way, for decades lo come.

This is where management and enforcement in the area is extremely important.
Thank you for considering these comments.

Dot (Dorothy) Helm
233 W. Beaver Ave.
Palmer, AK 99645

dot.h@ att.net
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Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. O. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

I live in the Chugiak, Eagle River area and am writing to express my support for state
legislative funding of a DNR/Mat-Su Borough planning process for public lands in the

Knik River watershed.

Jim Creek is a very special place for my family especially my two daughters. Over the
past decade we have had huge fun there, mostly involving the water and dunes. When a
nice hot summer day comes along, we drop everything and lead up the truck with tubes,
umbrellas, a cooler and sun screen. From our house in Chug ak, it takes 40 minutes with
the last 20 minutes on a very rough 4 wheel drive road, some water crossings and then we
are in an Alaskan heaven. The sand dunes at Jim Creek are a great spot for kids and their
parents. Here you have warm water in the form of a gently flowing and shallow stream
with a nice sand beach. You also have sand dunes steep enough to roll down into the
water. On occasion, the sand will be so hot you have to run across it or bum your feet
because the dunes face directly south. At this location, you are surrounded by beautiful
mountains and looking way upriver you can see a wall of ice, which is the Knik Glacier.
How very amazing, this may be a one of a kind place in the world. Come late summer,
the fishing heats up. For all these reasons and many more, access to Jim Creek should be
guaranteed forever. This place belongs to the people of Alaska. 1am tempted to say we
should improve the road in the hope of attracting more good people and possibly less
hoodlums. A huge concent is safety since certain people sense there are no rules at Jitn
Creek. Vandalism, dangerous shooters and environmental destruction are occurring
more and more frequently. These behaviors scare off the people who love and respect the
area, leaving only the irresponsible users. The wrecked and burned cars certainly detract
from the pleasant surroundings. 1would love to see that problem solved but never at the
cost of shutting it all down. Education and enforcement are key issues to take back Jim

Creek.

I strongly support your efforts, and those of other community groups, user groups,
citizens, and Mat-Su Borough and Department of Natural Resource planners, in working
toward realization of a management plan for the area.

Sincerely

Michael Hansen



March 11, 2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. O. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

I live in the Butte area, and am writing to express my support for state legislative funding of a
DNR/Mat-Su Borough planning process for public lands in the Knik River watershed.

The Knik River Valley is a beautiful, accessible area that provides exceptional opportunity for all
kinds of recreation and has a rich diversity of wildlife resources. Each year, the area receives a
significant increase in unrestricted use over the previous year without benefit of management.
The list and degree of resultant problems is growing and includes littering, pollution, vandalism,
wildlife violations, life-threatening target shooting and damage to the natural environment.

The two major access points/parking areas arc within a mile of our home (Old Knik River Bridge
and Pavilion) and arc in close proximity to many other hundred homes. Residents have taken the
brunt of these illegal and reckless activities at their back door. Our quality of life has been
severely compromised due to the lack of management. These ongoing problems keep the
legitimate user away. It is well known that our public lands have become the badlands. The
resources, the residents and the multitude of responsible users deserve much better.

I strongly supportyour efforts, and those of other community groups, user groups, citizens, the
Mat-Su Borough, Department of Natural Resources, and our legislators in working toward a
management plan for the area which protects our property values, our quality of life, the natural
resources, and the legitimate uses on our public lands.

Sincerely,

Brit Lively
Res: 5505 South Old Glenn Highway

Palmer
Mail: 259 South Alaska Street

Palmer AK 99645
907-745-7526
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April 3. 2005

Senator Charlie Hug%ms
State Capitol, Room 417
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Huggins,

Please accept this letter as my endorsement of your efforts toward the momentum
needed to generate a comprefiensive managemént plan for the Knik River watershed

area.

With the advent of sprin%{ the numbers of rcercationists and the attendant problems are
clearly already growing. The sooner we have education and_enforcement presence here
to help guide ‘the public's use or this area, the sooner we will see fewer of the problems

visited on this beautiful place.

A cooperative management plan involving the various landowners in the Knik watershed
Is what 1see as the most effective means of developing recreational and environmental
balance. The state and borough, as public entities, should take the lead in making this

happen.



To: Cecily Fritz, Chair Knik River Watershed Group 4/04/05

Wc support state legislative funding of a DNR/Mat-Su Borough planning process for public
lands in the Knik River watershed. Currently there is no active management of the area. As the
population ofthe Mat-Su and Anchorage area has increased so has use ofthe area with negative
impacts on wildlife resources, watershed integrity, user enjoyment of the area, and local
resident’s quality of life. The rivers, lakes, wetlands & mountains sides support a tremendous
variety of wildlife and recreational opportunities. A co-operative management plan is much
needed and long overdue. It is an area of mixed land ownership and multiple users, who all need
to be included in the planning process. We support the goals of Knik River Watershed Group

During the 30+ years we have lived in the Butte, we have enjoyed many days of canoeing,
hiking, & birding in Mud/Jim/Swan lake areas and mountain biking along the Knik River. We
have also helped organize and participated in many Spring Clean ups in the area. It is a truly
beautiful area with relatively easy access for a variety ofrecreational users. We frequently take
our out oftown guests canoeing there, and they are always impressed with the scenery & wildlife

in our “backyard”.

Here are some ofthe problems wc hr.ve personally seen:

-Trash & litter has increased

A bear bait station & other trash left at campsites by String Lake last fall.

-Vandalism

It is a frequent party spot, and place to bum old cars.

-Unsafe shooting

We have been canoeing on Mud Lake & had people begin shooting across the water.
We came around a bend in the road one day, to find someone shooting across the road.

-Destruction of terrain & wildlife -
W e’ve seen the erosion caused by ATVs along streams and their tracks across wetlands,

We’ve seen motor boats running in circles at high speed in Swan Lake,
W e’ve seen airboats creating large wakes as they speed up the channels
-Access points - Increased use puts pressure on nearby residents

The solution should include: Planning & on site management with. Increased enforcement of the
rules, Education as to proper use of ATVs to prevent damage to the environment & wildlife,
Education about safe shooting, Selfpolicing by user groups, Increased user presence by those
aware of problems, and Consideration by each user group of their impact on other groups.

We strongly support the idea of community groups, citizen users, the Mat-Su Borough and the
DNR working together to plan for cooperative use in the area

*JU*IM . vr

Charlotte & Robert R Sartor
HCO02 Box 7635
Palmer. AK 99M5



4/9/2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. 0. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

I live on the south side of Knik River, directly across (~3 km) from Jim Creek Flats, and am
writing to express my insistence for stale funding ofa planning process for lands in the Knik
River watershed. Management plans and law enforcement are long overdue for this area.

Current management and law enforcement, or lack thereof, are far beyond being acceptable and
are totally inappropriate for any part ofthe United States, especially in such aunique area of
Alaska. The watershed and surrounding areas are incredible ecosystems with a diversity of
wildlife and fishery habitats, other natural resources, and aesthetic scenery. Easy access for
people to the area provides exceptional opportunity for recreational users, which results in both
positive and negative effects. Positive effects to people include the pure enjoyment of nature,
hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, and motorized use. Negative effects to people, especially
residents such as myself, include noise pollution, vandalism, annoyance, diminished quality of
life, and increased risk of damage to property, pets, and life. Simply put, many residents no
longer feci safe to hike, hunt, fish, or even leave vehicles anywhere because of the legitimate fear
of being harassed, shot, or returning to a vandalized vehicle.

Increased recreationa' use has resulted in prominent damage to the natural environment, which
ironically, is what makes this area so incredibly unique. Uttering, pollution, vandalism,
poaching, unsafe and uncontrolled shooting, joyriding, vehicle abandonment, erosion,
uncontrolled ATV and airboat usage, intentional and unintentional destruction of wildlife nests
and habitats, and abandoned fires are becoming the “normal” activities, which are all
unacceptable especially in such a unique and wonderful area. Something needs to be done now,
before everything gets completely out of control in this “land of the lawless”.

Because ofexponential growth ofthe adjacent human population, this watershed is in dire need
of long-term management plans to conserve the natural resources inherent to the area, including
the unique and abundant wildlife populations and habitats. In the last decade, recreational use by
people of this watershed lias increased dramatically. Within the next decade, human population
within the Mat-Su Borough is projected to grow to 100,000. Continued lack of management awl
consideration of public input will result in higher risks of impacts from human activities to
wildlife distribution, populations, habitats, and ecosystems.

As a local resident, | insist on a management plan for this area IMMEDIATELY, as it is long

overdue.

Scott A. Wolfe
Wildlife Biologist



Lynne Woods

P.O. Box 37
March 28, 2005

Sutton, Alaska 99674

Subject: Matanuska-Susitna Borough Resolution 05-22: Requesting State Funding
for a Management Plan in the Knik River Watershed

Dear Ms. Woods,

Thank you very much for your support in introducing Resolution 05-22 at the up coming
April 19, 2005 Matanuska-Susitna Borough Meeting. The Knik River Watershed has
been a popular recreation area for many years. With the large expanding human
population during the past 10 years in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley and in Anchorage,
the area continues to receive significant increases of use without the benefit of a
management plan. With so many people using the area, littering, pollution, vandalism,
wildlife violations, unsafe shooting, and damage to the natural environment is taking its
toll. Local residents are seeing a diminished quality of life from such large numbers of
uncontrollable recreational users. A number of traditional users are becoming
disenfranchised and no longer use the area due to serious conflicts with other user groups.
A new management plan for the Knik River Watershed is well over due.

Senator Charlie Huggins and Representative Bill Stoltze conducted a Town Meeting at
the Butte Elementary School Gymnasium on February 12,2005 for area residents of Lazy
Mountain, Butte, and Knik River Road. The agenda was an open discussion of area
concerns. The Town Hall Meeting was well attended with approximately 100 people
present. The concern that raised the most interest was that of recreational use in the Knik
River Watershed. Numerous citizens brought up the many problems of recreational users
and damage to important wildlife habitat. Several citizens spoke in support of an Alaska
Department of Natural Resources Plan to manage the watershed. There was very little, if
any, opposition to the plan expressed by citizens who spoke on the subject.

| often fly into the Knik River Watershed from Anchorage as it is only a 30 minute flight
from Merrill Field. Visitors that fly With me enjoy the mountain scenery, wildlife and the
many landing places on the gravel bars. | have noticed widespread changes in the past
few years with larger numbers of users, increased wildlife disturbances, and increased
damage to scasitivc areas, especially the wetlands and sand dunes in the Jim Creek area.

I strongly support your eflbrt along with all users groups, the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and our legislators in working
together to introduce and pass legislation that will provide lire funding for a new

management plan for the Knik River Watershed.

i. A,
William A. Quirk. Il Pilot/ Biologist
P.O. Box 212545 (Pees’, 4+

Anchorage, Alaska 99521



Palmer Soil & Water Conservation District

259 S. Alaska Street, Palmer Alaska 99645
Phone: (907) 745-1441 « Fax: (907) 745-1443

CONSERVATION « DEVELOPMENT ¢ SELF-GOVERNMENT

April 1, 2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. O. Box 195

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

The Palmer Soil and Water Conservation District (PSWCD) supports development ofan area-wide
Alaska Department of Natural Rcsources/Mat-Su Borough management plan for public lands in the Knik

River watershed.

Public lands in the watershed include coastal habitat, dunes, wetlands, several anadromous streams and
upland habitat, and support a tremendous variety of wildlife resources and recreational opportunities. The
area isjust over a half hour drive from Anchorage, is easily accessible o(T the Glenn Highway and
receives heavy recreational use from Mat-Su and Anchorage residents. Significantly increasing
unmanaged use impacts watershed integrity, quality of life for nearby residents, wildlife resources, and
user enjoyment of the area. We believe DNR and MSB planners have the expcriecne and resources to
conduct a public planning process that will accommodate a broad array of motorized and nonmotorized
users, protect wildlife resources, and mitigate impacts on nearby residents.

Wc support your efforts, and those of other community groups, user groups, citizens, the Mat-Su
Borough, Department of Natural Resources, and our legislators in working toward a management plan for
the area. In addition, the PSWCD is very pleased with our successful application (in conjunction with the
Knik River Watershed Group) to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Coastal Management Grant Program
to conduct waterfowl surveys and wetlands inventory in the watershed this year. Wc look forward to this
joint effort in providing current scientific data on the area to assist in the planning effort and to enhance

KRWG development of educational tools.

Bruce Bush. District Chair



PO Box 140264
Anchorage, AK
99314-0264
907. 333-4442
www.akiska-trails.org

April 28, 2005

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P. 0. Box 195

Palmer, ax 99645

Dear Cecily:

Alaska Trails Is very aware of the valuable habitat and the multitude of exceptional
recreational opportunity on public lands In the Knik River watershed. We, too, are
concerned about ongoing resource damage, the potential for long term Impairment, and
the diminished experiences for all users due to a marked upsurge In unmanaged use In

recent years.

We support your efforts to call attention to the problems and to gain legislative support
for an Alaska Department of Natural Resources planning process for the area especially
if it Involves on-slte management presence. We believe the Knik River area should be

managed for motorized and nonmotorized users, and that Important wildlife and fishery

resources should be protected.

We endorse your outreach efforts about the area values to the public and user groups.
User education Is important in achieving compatible, sustainable recreational uses as
well as for developing support for a watershed management plan and, more importantly,

lts Implementation.

Let us know how we can help In this effort.

Sincerely,

Jack Moshy, President
Board of Directors


http://www.akiska-trails.org

friends Of Mat-su

April 4, 2005

Knik River Watershed Group

Cecily Fritz

Palmer, AK

Dear Cecily: . o ] A

Friends of Mat-Su (FoMS) supports a comprehensive planning effort hetween the Deﬁartment of
Natural Resources and the Mat-Su Borough for public lands in the Knik River Watershed.

mDue to the rapid population growth and increased use by a wide variety of users from the Mat-
Su Borough and Anchoragethe lands within the Knik River Watershed are bein negatlye_%

.impacted; Nearby residents have diminished quality of life, responsible users have diminished
¢ experience, \9nd natural resources are begmmﬁng to'show damage frgm unmanaged use. \

Comprehensive public Iplannmg can address issues such as: appropriate dedicated access
ﬁomts that are well marked and provide sanitation facilities to reduce impacts on residents and

abitat: sustainable recreation/trails to reduce impacts of heavy use; assessment of wetland
hydrology and value to area aquifer to protect water quaht)( for everyone; assess importance, of
Intact dines as a water, wind and noise barrier for residents; identify areas requiring restoration;
and provide better enforcement of game and all requlations that pertain to this area.

We strongly advocate that when funding is secured that it includes the support necessary for
implementation and enforcement of the“plan. Too often plans are created without this.

FoMS supports the efforts of the Knik River Watershed Grou’a, and those of community groups,
user groups, residents, the Mat-Su Borou?h, Department of Natural Resources, and oQr

legislators in warking toward realization of'a management plan for the area and we look forward
to"participating in the process.

Sincerely,

P.0. Box 116, Palmer, Alaska 99645 «Phone: 907-746-0130 + Fax: 907-746-0142 « foms@mtaonline.net


mailto:foms@mtaonline.net

Uaftad StartM D cparbm it of AflHcuHwre

"NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Palmer Field Office

1700 East Bogard Road, Suite 203
Wasilla, AK 99654-6563

(907) 373-6492 Ext. 111

(907) 373-7192 FAX
www.ak.nrcs.usda.gov

Cecity Fritz, Cha'r
Knik River Watershed Group
P. 0. Box 19

. 0. Box
Palmer, Alaska 99645

Dear Cecily:

| work for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as the District
Conservationist Matanuska Susitna Service Center representing the Palmer District,

Qur agency is aware of the valuable wetlands, coastal and upland habitats on public lands in
the Knik River watershed and is concerned about resource damage and the potential for long
term impairment due to a marked upsurge in recreation in recent years.

| have recently learned about your group's efforts to call attention to the problems through
Publlc and usér group outreach, and to gain legislative sup{)ort for a DNR management plan
of the area. We agree that the Knik River area needs better management and commend the
efforts of the Knik River Watershed Group to make this happen. Through my work | have been
involved with several watershed planning efforts and may be able to offer your group some
support and guidance. Please contact me to learn more about our work. Thank'you again for
your efforts, It is encouraging to see volunteers so motivated to keep our watersheds healthy.

Sincerely

Michelle Schuman o
Palmer District Conservationist

The Nuturel Recource* Comrrvetion Service provide* leddervh'p in t pdrtnm hlp effort to help people
corner** meintein, tnd improvr our noturdl rpiourtetend environment

An 1quel Opportunity Provider end Irnployer


http://www.ak.nrcs.usda.gov

Alaska Frontier Trappers Association

PO Box 3208
January 30, 2006

Palmer. Alaska 99645

Dear Representative Stoltze and Senator Huggins,

The Alaska Frontier Trappers Association fully support House Bill 307 and
Senate Bill 197.

The Knik River has been a favorite destination for all outdoor recreational

users. Trappers have a history of trapping on the Knik River since the
territorial days. One ofthe most talked about trappers was Tex Cobb. He
trapped all over the South Central area and has been written about in such
magazines as “Outdoor Life”. Trappers are possibly the first to utilize the
area as a means ofsupport and are the first trail blazers.

With the passage of these bills as written, we will be assured of continued
use without the threat of closure in the form ofa State Park.

Bob Green
President, Alaska Frontier Trappers Association
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Emily Stancliff

From: Cliff Judkins [cjudkins@ mtaonline.net]

Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2006 11:38 PM

To: Rep. Jay Ramras: Rep. Ralph Samuels; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Harry Crawford; Rep. Mary Kapsner;
Rep. Jim Elkins; Rep. Kurt Olson

Subject: HB 307

Reps Jay Ramaras and Ralph Samuels Co-Chairs House Resources Committee and members-- The Alaska Boating
Association appreciates your eff )rts to help outdoor enthusiast protect their use of the Knik River drainage. This area has
a long history of use by motorized out door receptionists. Itis a great place to take friends and visitors for a close up look
at the Knik Glacier. When | first began airboating the Jim Creek lake and slough system is where | learned to operate my
boat. | have observed hundreds of families enjoying the river banks gravel and sand bars and the many 4 wheeler trails in
the area, The earliest airboat use of the Jim Creek Lakes system that | have been able to document was by the
Pudicombe family of Palmer in 1943. The used the area for duck hunting and fishing. | have harvested moose, silver
salmon and Dolly Varden from the waters of Jim Creek. Their are thousands of 4wheelers in the Anchorage/Mat Valley
area and this is the only place that they have close by to use their machines. The area is a good alternative to the use of
highway Row's which produces constant complaints by adjacent residents and highway users due to the dust, noise and
safety hazard involved. HB 307 will help to protect the existing uses and hopefully help to curtail the misuse and abuse

that goes on along the River.
Again thank you for all of your hard work on this important legislation. Cliff Judkins, President, Alaska Boating Association


mailto:cjudkins@mtaonline.net
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Emily Stancliff

From: ciiff Judkins [cjudkins@ mtaonline.net]
Sent: Monday. March 27, 2006 12:11 AM
TO: Rep. Jay Ramras: Rep. Ralph Samuels: Rep. Jim Elkins

Subject: HB 307

Dear Co-Chairs Rep Ramras and Samuels and Members House Resources Committee, |am writing to you as the
President of the Alaska Boating Association to urge you to pass HB 307 to create the Knik River Public Use Area. The
Knik River Drainage has been used for many years by motorized outdoor recreationists. It is not unusual to see several
hundred families and groups using the Knik River, the Jim Creek Lake System and the many 4wheeler trails in the valley
on any summer week end. Airboaters have used the River to take family, friends and visitors to get an up close look at the
Knik Glacier and to fish and hunt in the Jim Creek Lakes System and the Knik River. The earliest documented use by
airboats of Jim Creek that | can find was 1943 by the Pudicomb family of Palmer. They used the area for hunting and
fishing. This area is ideally located to accommodate the thousands of Anchorage and Valley motorized

recreationists looking for a place close by to go for the day or the week end. There is continual use of the gravel and
sand bars, 4wheeler trails and water ways by hundreds of people every week end. Where else can they go? There are
thousands of motorized recreationists with in fifty miles of the Knik River. The need a location that they know they will not
be shut out of by groups that do not like their chosen method of recreating. HB 307 will assure the traditional uses of the
Knik River drainage will be protected. Cliff Judkins, President, Alaska Boating Association.

">Soru,


mailto:cjudkins@mtaonline.net

Mar 27 06 10:36a Scott and Carrie Gray Uol 907-746-8009

To: Representative Jay llamras, Co-Chairman
Re: Public Hearing on t?ie Knik River Public Use Area

Date: March 27, 2006
Summary: Statement an Opposition to HB307 and tho redraft, CS HB307A. Due to

time restraints at the hearing, | may be unable to voice my concerns. Below is my
statement of record regarding the Knik River Public Use Area legislation.

My name is Scott Wolfe and | am a south Knik River resident.

I wish to thank the legislatures and the public for their significant efforts for attempting to
develop legislation for addressing concerns and conflicts that have developed because of
repeated, irresponsible use of the Knik River area by recreational users. However, HB307
and the redraft, CS HB307A sounds as if it were written to perpetuate and enhance the
problems instead of develop solutions.

For over 20 years, residents have expressed concerns to government personnel and
enforcement officials about the following problems caused by overuse and abuse:

1. Burned and abandoned vehicles
2. Uncontrolled gunfire

3. Uncontrolled motorized use

4. Erosion, dust, and damage caused by ORVs
5. Pollution (Ground, air, water, noise)

6. Abandoned campfires

7. Poaching

8. Wildlife and fish harassment and disturbance
9. Trespassing

10. Alcohol and drug use

11. Incompatible uses (e.g.; airboats on Jim Creek adjacent to Jim Lake while canoes

are present, lead shot in waterways)

This area is truly remarkable and provides breeding, summer, and winter habitats for
moose, Dali's sheep, mountain goat, black and brown bear, lynx, wolf, wolverine, coyote,
fox, weasel, snowshoe hare, American beaver, river otter. Arctic ground squirrel, red
squimel, passerine and upland game bird3, shorebirds, raptors, gulls, ravens, over 20
species of ducks, trumpeter and tundra swans, and geese. Jim Creek, the biological heart
of the ecosystem, is historically the 2rd largest recreational fishery in Knik Arm for silver
salmon and, along with other creeks, lakes, and wetlands in the region, contain good
numbers of red salmon, dolly varden, rainbow trout, and whitefish. As a wildlife biologist,
it's hard for me to imagine that this place does not have active management, enforcement,
and the funding necessary to sustain it for future generations.

Another astonishing thing to me is that target shooters have their rights completely
protected in this proposed legislation but legitimate, responsible waterfowl hunters must
use steel shot because of widespread research that shows lead toxicity to the entire
wetland food chain. Has anyone tested the fish they catch at Jim Creek Flats for lead
toxicity? As an avid hunter. | no longer hunt in this area because of noise disturbance,
human to animal density, and lhe fear of being shot by target shooters, joy riders, or
partiers. This ruins the hunting experience in this incredible habitat for wildlife and is a

prime example of Incompatible uses.

So, obviously to everyone involved, something needs to be done to curtail the destructive
activities that have existed for far. far, far too long Nevertheless. | strongly oppose HB307
and the redraft, CS HB307A because it seems to perpetuate and build further upon the
reckless, irresponsible uses that have caused so much damage and got us to this point of



Mar 27 0G 10:36a Scott and Carrie Gray Uol 907-746-0009

no return. | presented a full realm of objections, identified inadequacies, and suggested
improvements to HB307 during the first public testimony at the Butte Elementary School,
so all of that should be readily available on public record. | will not reiterate a step-by-step
walk through the shortcomings of the proposed legislation but strongly recommend
reviewing everyone's recommendations, making a much better attempt at improving the
legislation, and allowing a more extensive public review process before approving any

legislation for this critical area.

After the 2 public hearings, it should be very clear that much opposition stilt exists over
what is our “best" alternative for managing the incredible wildlife habitat and recreational
opportunities in this area. The redraft, CS HB307A doesn't even come close to
addressing concerns expressed by many long-time residents or most speakers at either
hearing. Land use decisions and a carefully though out management plan are integral for
developing a sustainable approach at wise-use for dealing with cumulative effects of an

exponentially growing population.

Yes, the State must act on this ever-growing problem. However, HB307 isn't the answer.
The Knik River area, and its residents deserve much, much better. I've heard ATVers
say, “hey, this is Alaska, where we can do whatever we want whenever we want" - “If you
don't like it, just move!* This legislation paves the way for this illogical thinking in many of
our back yards. Because no previous legislation has been developed specifically for the
area, this is now the opportunity to pave the way for wise- and sustainable- use, instead of
the “take what you can, give nothing back* attitude so prevalent with many current users
and in HB307 (and the redraft). So, please reject this current legislative attempt to allow
motorized users to continue taking over and affecting everyone else through disrespectful,
irresponsible, and destructive use of these incredibly valuable natural resources.

Thank you.

Scott A. Wolfe

HCO02 Box 7686-J

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Telephone: (907) 746-8008
Email: graywolfe@gci.net


mailto:graywolfe@gci.net

Mar 26 06 08:01p Scott and Carrie Gray Uol 907-746-6009

To esentative Jay Ramras, Co-Chairman
Re’ B('ﬁ Heazix%on){he Kmi R%/er Pu |ET8 Use Area
ate:

mmar tatement ofOpposmon bo HB307 and the redraft, CS HB3Q7A. Dyo to
time res ran;ts att?ae heaoﬁg H]a}/< unanle to omem concerr\ Below IS my
statement of recora regarding the Kni R|verPub|c Use Area legislation.

My name is Carrie Gray Wolfe and | am a south Knik River resident.

| oppose HB307 and the redraft, CS HB307A. | cannot fully address my opposition in 3-
minutes; therefore | will concentrate on the biases, inadequate restrictions, and the
Inability to protect our fish and wildlife as the legislation is currently written.

The legislation is heavily biased towards off-road vehicle use. This bias is at the expense
of most other user groups. For example, Page 1, Lines 13-14, states: to “Provide an area
for the public to enjoy the full spectrum of public uses including maintenance and
enhancement of off-road vehicle opportunities.* And Page 3, Lines 11-16, is dedicated
solely to the protection and rights of off road users. Where is the language that specifically
includes the ‘recognition’ of existing areas of non-motorized users, the 'accommodations"
of areas for non-motor'ized use, and the 'maintenance and enhancement" of non-
motorized trails and waterways? Page 2, Lines 7-11, state that ‘the commissioner may
designate incompatible uses" but Page 3, Lines 5-10, state, 'The commissioner shall allow
the...area to be used for activities that include all-terrain vehicles, etc...” As written, there
are no "incompatible uses." What if one or more of the stated activities is determined
harmful to the perpetuation and enhancement of general public recreation, the public
enjoyment of fish and wildlife, or the protection and maintenance of wildlife habitat? (Page

1, Lines 4-12)

Page 2, Line 29, and Page 3, Lines 2-4, fails to adequately address target shooting. It
states, “The commissioner may not restrict the use of weapons...except in locations...that
the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public safety." Where is it not a threat?
Weapons are being fired into hillsides and across waterways with homes, residents, and
recreational users on the opposite sides. Reckless shooting is destroying wildlife and
vegetation. The fish and birds may be at greater nsk to lead poisoning from excessive,
non-hunting shooting practices. Local residents have to listen to weapons being
discharged up to 24 hours a day. 7 days a week. We have no relief from the noise
pollution. Many residents and outdoor enthusiasts avoid using the area in fear for their

safety.

| ask you to reject this legislation. There are alternative solutions such aa writing a new,
non-biased bil or creating a Knik River Valley State Recreation Area. A State Recreation
Area (SRA) under AS 41.21 will accommodate all user groups, support effective law
enforcement, provide for a public planning process, and abide by the Susitha Area Plan.
Two groups in the Matanuska-Susitna Valley already exist lo help assist with the
development of a SRA. This includes a state park Citizen's Advisory Board comprised of
multi-users and The Friends of States Parks that provides supplemental park funding.

Thank you.

Carrie A. Gray Wolfe
HCO02 Box 7686-J

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Telephone: (907) 746-8008
Email: graywolfe@gd net
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Mipmakert Alaska

From: "Carrie" <carrle@mapmakorsala8ka.com>

To: "Mapmakers Alaska™ <BritLlvely@mapmakersolaska.com> ,—

Cc: <carriewong@ acsalaskB.net> Lily

Ssnt:; Wednesday, August 17,2005 4:15 PM '

Subject:  ro: public hearing tomorrow (8/18) Jp f \J'fly

fyou would liko you can print and take tha following lo Ihe public hearing tomorrow, ltcan either be road aloud or givon as such.

The proposed House Bill No. 307 is a poorly written piece of legislation. It appears to have been hastily put together and 8 self
contradictory (see Items (1), (3), (4), & (7) In Sec 41.23.100 - Purpose).

Sedan 41.23.190 - Management lacks foresight of provisions for planning and sustainable use, which again is contradictory to
thB stated purposes (Item (2) Section 41.23.180) of the proposed hill.

Section 41.23.200 * Incompatible Uses, Is also in contradiction with the stated purpose of the bill. Incompatible uses would be
those thai prevent all or any usors from using tho area, which might occur In some areas In order to adhere to tha purposes of this

proposed bill.

This proposed bill Indicates not effort in tha area of proper planning, management, or public process, to incorporate ideas from all
user groups as well as scientific deta. It promotes un-re6treinod overuse with disregard for public safely end management
enforcement. Un-restricted firearm use in a public area (outside standard hunting use) is ludicrous, if someone wants to target
shoot there are firing ranges for that purpose. That the authors of this proposed bill would indude 6uch provisions shows them to

hava littlo regard for human life.

Iwould hope that this hill is withdrawn and replaced with one that reflects a need for planning and management to be earned out
by all user groupa In accordance to a management plan created with the help of DNR and other aveilable resources.

Come Wang
Anchorage AK
8/17/05

CWnng

M M'MAKKk KN At.ASKA
eeet Sellli VIUIM Hu ' %" AK,

3/27/2000
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Emily Stancliff

From: Kim Bergey [blossoms@ mtaonline.net]
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2006 10:57 PM
To: Rep. Jay Ramras

Cc: Rep.Bill.Stoltze[Representative_Bill_Stoltze@ legis,state.ak.us]

Subject: Knik River Public Use Area

Rep Ramras

I was told you are the chairman of the committee conducting hearings on HB 307. |am a resident of the Butte and I live
next to one of the heaviest atv traffic areas. | have two concerns with the proposed legislation.

It is very important not to limit law enforcement in the area. We should not limit ourselves to only AST as the only law
enforcement agency which can have jurisdiction in the area. It would be tragic if all the work that has gone into the area in
terms of law enforcement be undone because AST redeployed and no longer had the manpower to service the area and

no other agency is allowed fill the void.

The wording of the bill implies that the state currently has facilities in the area when it mentions picnic areas, boat
launches etc. There are no such facilities on state land and very limited in the area in general. |read wording which
states the commissioner can limit activities in these areas, but | read nothing about the commissioner being able
designate any areas for the above mentioned purposes. The commissioner needs to have the mandate to propose areas

for these facilities and seek a means to fund them.

Thank you for reading my comments.

Thomas Bergey
Butte resident

V27/2006
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3-27-06, 7:59AM,PALMER PIONEERS HOME ;907 745 C230

FAX TO REPRESENTATIVE RAMRAS Z"Q £
REGARDING HB307 (KNIK PUBLIC USE AREA) C

Representative Ramras,

Please consider holding HB307 until itis rewritten to include some
regulatory language so that it can be truly aMULTI- USE PUBLIC USE
AREA. As things have been written and with a relatively recent ( past 5 yr.
Trend) Non-motorized users are being pressured out for safety and other
practical reasons and those ofus who live in this area and are truly multi-
use users who are careful with the environment, feel violated and restricted
in our use.

My family has lived in, and\or used this area for 40 years. Wc own and use
snow machines, 4 -wheelers, horses, we ski, hike and canoe. In the pastwe
have used the river bed and trails as far as the Glacier for horses and 3-
wheelers....and have canoed and used small row boats in Jim Lake even
going on down the creek to the river  we skiied right along with snow
machines etc.and would ride our horses year round on the trails...The
motorized user ofthe past was quite considerate and were fewer in number.
.Now this is becoming dangerous and difficult due to outsiders on
motorized vehicles who travel very fast, tear up the trails (often deliberately
trying to see how deep they can get in and still get out) the creek crossings
have become so muddied and widened 1s to be dangerous on horses and
impossible on foot or with bicycles etc. Skiicrs , horseback riders and dog
teams arc no match for a high speed powerful motorized vehicle. Shooting
is often in peoples BACKYARDS.... and is excessive and on high frequency
trails and may include automatic weapons...MACHINE GUNS DO NOU!"
BELONG IN APUBLIC USE AREA THEY HAVE BECOME
FREQUENT. NORDO THEY HAVE A PLACE IN A RESIDENTIAL
AREA.

Since the motorized users have not been regulating themselves and are often
showing so much inconsidcration to residents of the Knik Basin, the
environment and to other users, 1believe there will need to be some
regulation and some form of enforcement acknowledged by the bill.

Please consider holding this bill in comm ittee until it can be changed in
order to protect the true MULTI- USE INTENT. And also to protect the
residents of this area and die environment itself.

Thank you, Margaret Runser (17005 E. Dorismac Cir., Palmer,
Ak.99645)



MAR-27-06 07:55 PM reo«

HB

frcit \ 10} - - 10724

“Kcen-Doll" mercenary w»nn»bc ind buddici were obrerved focling quite mwnly
end proud of It « defendm! IhcrnKlvrl »g»mit « line of iiuckwg trc« »croii Bodenburj Cr«l(, Mirth 1S, 2006 Somjol'lh* tree*
were hit, but ill were Hill lUndmg »(\Wk i JO-minute iuiuli. (litigory Nlliion photo).

Ladies and Gentlemen: Thank you for trying to find a way for safe recreation in our community
with HB 307. Hive you considered the cost to the public? It is my understanding that the State
of Alaska and local residents will pay all the cost, as we have been for the past 25 some years.
Users arc not expected to pay to go to Knik River Public Use Area.

| belong to Butte Area Residents Civic Organization. Most of us are in favor of Knik River
Valley State Recreation area under AS 41.21. Why?

The simplicity of our draft legislation because of its statutory authorities gives strong
responsibilities to DNR. Fish & Game, DEC, Dept of Public Safety, and a 15 member advisory
committee from multiple usci groups, It will start keeping residents and visitors safe as soon as
our legislation becomes law, without having to go to the supreme court first to determine bailable
offenses. That's all been done. You may be surprised, but this is the least costly option to utilize
these public lands for recreation,

Public Use Areas don’t charge user fees be<ausc such a designation denotes minimal
management paid for with public funds. It is not fair for residents nor all Alaskans to keep
underwriting emergency response, fire, State Troopers and to pay for the full range of services
ar.d management expected by the recreating public in Knik River while residents suffer the
slumming down of their community from the overflow of recreation - noise, trash, dust, fecal
contamination, vandalism, and ongoing danger from fire, shooting and fireworks. Why should wc
have to pay all the costs for the fun of a few, be they motorized or quiet users - while the Mat-Su
School District doesn't have the funds to pay the decent wage their custodians deserve?

In a State Recreation Area under AS 41.21 uscri are expected to share in the cost of services in
exchange for Mfe multiple use recreation in a healthy environment, rather than depend on free
public services (except maybe for adjoining residents of limited means.) Wc were told that
nationally and state-wide, user fees pay for 30% of the maintenance and operation. Ifcanng
residents are happy with the kind of recreation area they deserve to have in their community
especially if such a designation gtvea them new economic opportunities, they are fully prepared
to help seek funding from private and federal sources to contribute toward infrastructure,
maintenance, restoration, upkeep and policing in the Knik River State Recreation Area.

Isn’t the reduced cost a great incentive for you to support the Knik River Valley State Recreation
Avrea rather than a Public Use Area? - Lei's talk

Gregory Nilsson, Butte Properly Owner and Resident

Co-Founder, Butte Area Residents Civic Organization
1.9%»l: : *9 South Alaska Street, Palmer, AK 99645, Phone: W: 907-694-7124, C: 1-907-227-162#
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March 22, 2006

Honorable Jay Ramras - HBSoT-
Alaska State Legislature, Juneau, Alaska

“01 -Mr - 7.0713
Dear Representative Ramras,
My name is Kurt Marshall, my family has been in Alaska since 1934, when my
grandparents settled in the Butte area of Palmer, as colonists.
Our family is out doors and recrcationally oriented and while wc would like to continue
using the Jim Creek, Knik glacier area as a family retreat, the increase of family danger
due to vandalism, gunfire and chaotic behavior prevents our continuing to do that.
Because my family still owns a 171-acre farm near the Butte, | am very concerned about
the continued degradation of the area. We have watched in frustration and horror as
uncaring individuals have claimed the area as their own to systematically destroy.
Woc urge you as the chairman of the House Resources Committee to act quickly to enable
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to develop a short term education and
enforcement plan to head off a situation which is rapidly deteriorating as the days warm
and summer recreation increases.
I am aware of numerous environmental studies and land use plans for the area, among
them the Susitna Watershed Plan; there arc numerous solutions offered therein,
High among my family’s concerns is the reckless abandon of man' ATV riders tearing
up the beautiful countryside with apparent disregard for those who enjoy an unspoiled
trail and quiet lime.
It saddens me to see what has happened to this beautiful valley. Clearly, as the Valley
population grows and more Anchorage residents find the Valley as a recreational area,
the impact and pressure on the remaining wilderness area will continue to grow as will
the abuse.
Our family has hoped that the ongoing destruction would eventually gain the attention of
land managers who would act to address the critical problems here. Wc have asked at
public meetings for an area plan that could sustain multiple use with a strong emphasis on
law enforcement and public safely. Ideally as a special recreational area under Alaska
Statute 41.21. however, a bill introduced on behalf of the motorized community by Rep.
Bill Stoltze and Sen. Charlie Huggins essentially hands this area over to ORV recreation.

Sincerely,

Kurt Marshall
(907)351-2722
kmarshall(5>harrisak com

cc: Senator Lyda Green



PO Box 766
Talkeetna, AK 99676
August ,,, 2005.

Senator Charlie Huggins
Alaska State Senate

via e-mail: Senator Charlie Huqqins@leqis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Huggins:

Unfortunately, Iwill be unable to attend the meetinc}; tomorrow SThur_sday) regarding the Knik
Watershed. "Here is what | had prepared to say at the meeting/hearing.

To put it bluntly, the proposed legislation, SB 197, is not in the broad public interest, and it is
poorly crafted

Basically, SB 197, and its companion HB 307, give carte blanche to ORV use. Itsubordinates
not only all other uses, but also resource integrity, to that mandate. Itis apparent to me that the
writers of this legislation did not look at the problems that are _occurrm% in the area today, they did
not seek to address those problems, they did not identify the important resource and recreation
values that this area offers, they did not establish a vision of what the public would like to see this
place look like in the future, and they did not consider how to achieve that vision. Instead, they
wrote special interest legislation governing use of lands that are owned by all of us.

S0, what is going to suffer? The fish and wildlife resources and the use of the area bY anyhody
who isn't on an ORV or out hunting or target shooting. | don't see anything in the drait that sets
aside areas for quiet or non-motorized recreation, for wildlife protection (even wetland areas
aren't protected), that provides for public safety, or that seriously considers sustainability.

And, | beligve that the hill is poorly crafted not only because it lacks a vision that reflects the

broad public interest, but because it contains incompatible stipulations. For examole, it is.

impossible to mandate unlimited ORV use while at the same time protecting and ; laintainin
atory waterfow! nesting areas, habitats for moose..." Itis likewise, in my view, impossible

‘migr
for 816 Départment of Fish and Game to engage in “rehabilitation, enhancement, and
development of fish and wildlife habitat" undera mandate to accommodate unlimited ORV use

and not restrict (even to a limited or temporary degree) "lawful fishing, hunting, or trapping rights."

T0 Properly serve the public interest and to preserve the resource and recreational opportunities
for tuture generations, it is necessary to provide a balance among fish and wildlife protection,
gubhc safety, segregated non-motorized use areas, and motorized and hunting areas. | urge you,
enator, and Representative Stoltze, to look at the problems that are occurring today, to look at
the existing and potential resource and recreational values, to establish a future vision, to
determine how to achieve that vision, and to write legislation that accommodates and protects a
broad variety of PUb“C uses, protects wildlife resources, provides for manat};e_ment and Rubl_lc
safety, and, most important, makes the management of this watershed sustainable so that it can

be enjoyed by ail in the future.

Sincerely.
[signe
John Strasenburgh


mailto:Huqqins@leqis.state.ak.us

With respect to HB307/SB 197 An Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area.

| support Public Use or Recreational Area legislation If the current legislation is
amended or new legislation is created to include the following:

Any legislation must mention multiple use: nonmotorized as well as motorized use.

Commitment to fund on ground enforcement of existing laws for safe and lawful use of
the area. This is imperative not only for the safety of the nearby residents but also for

the enforcement of existing regulations,

A_Planning process is needed that deals with the special problems confronting the
different ecosystems within the Knik River Watershed. For example, shooting and car
burning on the Knik River f|oodﬁlam, the increasing trails and damages to the
wetlands, new driveways (on Eklutna Land) to get trucks and trailers out of Mud Lake
are a few examples. Some issues overlap different areas within the watershed but their

solutions may differ. The public planning process would help sort that out.

Sanitation issues must be dealt with. | am tired of going to Jim Lake and finding piles
of feces and to. et paper right out in the open. No alcempt to dig a cathole. No respect
for other users. During the 5ﬁr|ng cleanup of the area we will find diapers and more
toilet paper, not to mention the tons of other garbage. Somehow this needs to be dealt

wilti,

The language that eliminates any future establishment of State Park must be removed.
The time may not be right now to establish a State Park for even part cr the area.
However the time may come that Park status will be the only way to maintain the

viability of the area. We do not have a crystal ball that tells us how the population
growth and increased us* in this area will affect these lands.

Please refer to Iangbuage used in other Public Use Legislation such as the Nelchina Public
Use legislation to obtain worde that is more inclusive of all users and better describes

the management of incompatible uses.

In order to ensure the continued viability of this area all users must be drawn into the
development of a plan. The more the public Is involved, the more investment we will
all have to ensure the area is treated respectfully and will remain for recreational use in
the future. Please put the public into the PUBLIC USE legislation by including

them in a planning process

Testimony at the Knik River Public Use Area public hearing on Thursday October 20,
2005 by Nancy Moore,



January 12, 2006

Representative Gatto,

I’'m writing about the proposed legislation to create a Knik River Public Use Area. As a
wildlife ecologist and former management biologist for ADF&G in Palmer, | know the
area, and the concerns of various users, very well. | have traveled in this area by foot,
snowmachine, 4-wheeler, bike, canoe and airplane, and | support our ability to continue
trapping, hunting, fishing and recreating in the area.

It appears the proposed bill lacks a few key elements, without which it may serve to
divide the various user groups, not unite them to best protect this great area.

I would like to see the PUA legislation include provisions to:

1. Establish a thorough planning process that includes all user groups and evaluates
all trails and activities/uses (i.e. does NOT automatically grandfather all trails and
uses);

2. Allow for continued access by motorized vehicles, but only in areas where their
use does not degrade wetland habitats or disturb wildlife during critical seasons;

3. Establish areas for non-motorized use;

4. Increase enforcement efforts to enhance human safety and protect sensitive
habitats;

5. Establish a way to manage target shooting to protect users and area residents; and,

6. Prohibit air boat use of important waterfowl, salmon-rearing and moose foraging
areas.

This is a fantastic area, but it is currently being degraded by the actions of inconsiderate
users. And unfortunately, conflicts between user groups, and between users and
residents, continue to escalate. The wildlife and habitat values in the Knik River are such

that this area should really be a state game refuge. Given that it has not received that
consideration, | urge you to strengthen the PUA bill with the aforementioned items.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark Masteller. M. Sc.

P. 0. Box 965
Palmer. AK 99645



My name Is Carrie Wolfe. | am a resident of the Knik River Watershed.

Tho current 'Knik River Public Use Area’' legislation proposal needs to be amended!

The legislation

How does legislation

The legislation

The legislation

The legislation

(1.) is completely biased towards motorized vehicle use at the expense of most other
user groups.

As the legislation is now written, it is only maintaining the status quo, which is
unacceptable. Otherwise, why would we be here tonight?

(2.) hope to "perpetuate and enhance™ general public recreational use the way itis now

written? Increasing trails and access will not solve the conflicts between user groups. We
should be thinking of restricting access not increasing access. Increasing access will only
cause further damage to critical wildlife habitats.

(3.) does not allow the DNR the ability to adequately manage non-hunting shooting. To
restrict target shooting only in high use areas is not enough.

This past weekend, | felt like [was living in a war zone. People were shooting automatic &
semi-automatic weapons and something that sounded like a canon. This went on all day and
all night. The noise pollution was sometimes deafening, especially combined with the
ORVs, airboats, & snowmachine noise. Noise pollution has greatiy detracted from my

quality of life In the Knik River area.

(4.) does not mention the need for or provide the means for law enforcement or
managers. Laws written on a piece of paper or on a sign have been, and will continue to be,

disregarded.

For example, 60-some residents reported unlawful activities in July alone. How many
warnings, tickets and arrests were cited due to those phone calls? And, how many other
citizens decided not to bother reporting an incident because past history has shown that law
enforcement is unable to arrive in time? Funding and support must be provided for on-ths-
ground law enforcement and managers lo uphold the law. And, by the legislation
maintaining the status quo, managers will be unable to maintain and protect critical

wildlife habitat in the future.

(5.) states that the commissioner will be responsible for management of the recreat'on area.
Do the current & future commissioners have the knowledge, skills, and capability to make

wise land use decisions?

Professionals such as biologists, land planners, engineers, and hydrologists are needed to
make sound land management plans.

Solutions are needod and a few Ideas include:

e Providing adequate funding for law enforcement §nd land managers.

» Creating a telephone hotline to report crimes.

» Restricting access to critical wildlife habitat areas from motorized use.

e To lessen conflicts between all user groups, we could adopt a time share pian with
ORVs allowed every other weekend or perhaps 2-3 weekdays and | weekend day.

» Airboats should not be allowed access into the critical wetland habitats, restricting use
to the Knik River & other designated areas not only to preserva critical waterfowl
nesting areas and salmon spawning areas but also to ensure the safety of humans in
small watercraft.

e Horse powor-limfts or electric motorizod watercrafts could be allowed access in
wetlands along with all types of non-motorized watercraft

e Snowmschlnes should only be allowed when there is 12-inches of snow or more.

e Restricting non-hunting shooting not just in high use areas.

Restricting or limiting access Is not popular. But if we want lo ensure the future enjoyment for all user groups
and local residents... we cannot allow to let activities continue, as they are now, especially with the estimated

future increase in human population of the Mat-Su Valley.



March 24, 2006

To: Representative Jay Ramras. Co-chalr, House Resources Committee

Re: House Bill CS 307 “An Act Creating the Knik River Public Use Area'

Dear Representative Ramras.

Representative Bill Stoltze released committee substitute legislation on March 15, 2000.

We believe the legislation should be further Improved and submit the following comment* for your
consideration during the scheduled hearing on Monday, March 27, 2000. Our proposed changes are
underlined and in bold. | hope you also have the opportunity to review the contents of the material
packet we mailed you earlier in the session related to HB 307.

A: Include nonmotorized use: Page 1 Uno 14: “Provide for the Fubllc to enjoy the fub spectrum ! Bi
e compatiole

public uses Including off-road vehicle and recreation datarminad {0
with (1) and (2) pf this section.”

B: Expand tha public process page 2 line 7: Include workshops and public hearings, or
establishment of a citizen’s advisory board. This is the best means to ensure that resident

safety and quality of life concerns are addressed.

C: Fix the wording on incompatible use: Page 3 line 0: ‘allow the Knik River Public Use Area
to be used for activities, as compatible with purposes, to indude all-terrain vehlde*...’

D Provide for wise use of ORVs: Defete ttem (2) pPSQS lines 11-16 In Incompatible Uses.
This section circumvents the required public planning process. ORV use is ensured in Section

41 23 180 (Purposes page 1 line 14).

dd Intent language

E Ensure timely enforcement prior to adoption of a bailable offense schedule: A
d Game and other

directing the commissioner of Public Safety, the commissioner of Fish dll
regulatory agencies to snforce existing laws in the area described In 41.23.230.

Thank you for your consideration.

ANinrArelu
Cecily Fritz. Chair

To sustain me Knik River Watershed to ensure use and enjoyment for current and future generations

http r/knikriver org Q info@ knikriver org
Group and Individual Letters



April 8, 2005
To: Ail Legislators for this area

Copy:

Cecily Fritz, Chair

Knik River Watershed Group
P.O. Box 195

Palmer, AK. 99645

limplore you to support state legislative funding ofa DNR/Mat-Su Borough planning
process for public lands in the Knik Rjver watershed.

I write to you because 1feel an urgent need to act in regards to the Jim Creek-Swan Lake
and Pavillion areas. 1 live almost directly across the Pavillion area. 1fear for my safety
and the safety of my family many nights during the week and especially on the weekend,
f lay awake full of adrenalin from hearing loud explosions, high-powered rifle shots
going in all directions, illegal and careless drag racing, shouting and more shots into the
early morning hours.

lam aware that that the Butte area has a bad reputation and comes off as an
embarrassment for the Mat-Su valley to bear. ljust don't understand why it has to stay
this way? | worry that Anchorage and Juneau doesn’t take the valley folks as seriously as
they should because of these type of activities (naming us valley trash leaves little doubt).

Yet, there are many folks who live here, that take pride in where they live (1 am one of

them), keep their place neat and clean, work hard everyday and pay property taxes. We
expect to have a safe place to live, where wc don't have to worry about getting shot from
a stray bullet or getting killed by driving too close to a meth drug deal.

We must devise a way to STOP tire reckless shooting, stolen vehicles, vandalism,
pollution of vibrant hunting and fishing resources and endangermcnt of residents that live
in an area who worry about inebriated folks starting fires that could potentially destroy
their homes.

Approving funding for a plan will start a long overdue step in working to find solutions to
this problem. lam willing, as a resident of this area, to volunteer my lime to help clean
up, patrol—whatever it lakes to help out in this matter.

Finally, | appreciate the work that you do, I am sure it is not easy...thank you for your
time and for your efforts regarding this matter.

Sincerely, e(jJLLWCl,
Margaret A. Wamke

P.O. Box 4709

Palmer, AK. 99645



M arch 30, 2005
Dear Senators and Representatives and Planners,

As one of your constituents and a concerned resident, | ask you to support funding for a
DNR/Mat-Su Borough plan for the Knik Watershed area. _ ,

| believe it is time fo focus our attention on this before we come to regret it by allowing these
abuses to continue virtually un-checked. 1'know the State Troopers have been on increase in
the area and have bhegun to make more arrests. We have along way to go though towards
enforcement of the area and we should support the troopers who risk their life by forming a
plan, gettln% the commu_nltP/ together and backl_nq them up. so that the impact will be switter,
we can catch more criminals in'the act and possibly save a life. The life could be of someone's
kid of a neighbor or friend. Please think about that.

As a hunter and fisherman, | am concerned and enraged that my rights are being infringed
uPon by people that have no responsibility when it comes to guns and tearing up the habitat
ot the resources that my family and | depend on for food. It looks bad for hunters, gun
owners and outdoorsmen, when these irresponsible people shoot in any and all directions
whenever they feel like it. When I hear people talk about the Jim Creek (people that don't
live in the area or depend on it for resources and unrivaled beauty) area it is viewed as a
place to do whatever you want, whenever you want because no one cares or stops you!

This is my backyard and the consequences of that "do whatever you want" thinking results in
mass shooting of automatic weapons night and day, vehicles stolen and vandalized all the way
from Anchorage and even from the residents in the area nearby to Jim Creek, during the dry
months drunkvisitors set campfires when there is a ban on any fires Perlod and sometimes
take giasollne spill it on the ground, connecting the campfires, very close to the forest,
vehicles set on fire and dumped in the creek, shot up with lead and this is where some of the
prime fishing areas are! [wonder how much lead is in the water? | think we should be better
stewards of the land in this area so that our resources will continue to be healthy and
abundant for hunting and Gshln? and all the outdoor activities people enjoy. Af least ifwe had
aplanning process all the people could weigh in from the area and we can send a message
out the public that this kind of idiotic abuses won't be tolerated and that we are serious about
putting an end to this recklessness. Mayhe there would be a way to form a combined

user group patrol to scout the area and report to the troopers.

| am looking forward to getting your feedback. appreciate your attention to this matter.
Thank you very much,

17495 E. Sullivan Ave.
P.0. bor 4709
Palmer, AK 99G45

subcrs@j>oboxjniiojilinGj]fit



April 4, 2005

Honorable Lyda Green, Senator
Alaska Legislature, Juneau Alaska

Dear Senator Green,
My name is Kurt Marshall, my family has been in Alaska since 1934, when ray grandparents

settled in the Butte area of Palmer, as colonists.

Our family is out doors and recreationally oriented and while we would like to continue using the
Jim creek, Knik glacier area as a family retreat, the increase of family danger due to vandalism,
gunfire and chaotic behavior prevents our continuing to do that. Because my family still owns a
171-acre farm near the Butte, | am very concerned about the continued degradation of the area.
We have watched in frustration and horror as the uncaring individuals have claimed the area as

their own to systematically destroy.
We urge you as our representative to act quickly to enable the Department of Natural Resources

(DNR) to develop a short term education and enforcement plan to head offa situation which is

rapidly deteriorating as the days warm and summer recreation increases.
I am aware of numerous environmental studies and land use plans for the area, among them the

Susitna Watershed Plan; there are numerous solutions offered therein.
High among my family’s concerns is the reckless abandon of many ATV riders tearing up the
beautiful countryside with apparent disregard for those who enjoy an unspoiled trail and quiet

time.
It saddens me to see what has happened to this beautiful valley. Clearly, as the Valley population

grows and more Anchorage residents find the Valley as a recreational area, the impact and
pressure on the remaining wilderness area will continue to grow as will the abuse.

Please, | urge you to help.

You have my family’s strong support in resolving this enormous issue.

Sincerely,

Kurt Marshall
(907)351-2722
kmarshall@ harrisak.corn
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Emily Stancliff

From: Butte Area Residents [resource@buttealaska.org]
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2006 12:53 AM

To: Rep. Jay i ;amras

Subject: HB307 Knik River Public Use Area

Attachments: ButteAreaResidentsFlier.jpg

Dear Representative Ramras,

HB307/S3197 for the creation of a Knik River Public Use Area (AS 41.23) was referred to your Resources
committee after it was introduced last year by Representative Bill Stoltze on behalf Alaska Outdoor Access

Alliance/Alaska Outdoors Council (AOAA/AQC).

As long-time residents of Butte in the Knik River Valley, we fear that this legislation, particularly under AS 41.23,
will continue the degradafon of our quality of life and prohibit economic development opportunities which other
communities enjoy, who live in similar spectacular world-class environments close to major population centers as

we do.

The reason for this emalil is to let you know of our hope that you will consider alternative legislation to HB307
rather than passing or amending the hill as introduced. We believe that the creation of a Knik River Valley State
Recreation Area under AS 41.21 will work to everyone's benefit and will be the most practical and cost-effective
solution. I shall bring a briefing packet to your office and the other members of the Resource Committees of both
houses early this week when | shall be in Juneau for a legislative fly-In with a trade association | belong to.

Our packet will include a legal analysis of the deficiencies of HB307, draft legislation for the creation of a "Knik
River Valley State Recreation Area," and exhibits which, of course, are intended to convince you how we have
increasingly suffered under an admittedly sacrificial management regime. A Public Use Area under 41.23, even
with amendments, just does not have the statutory teeth to give us an open public process for multiple use
planning, nor give us good resource management or most important of all, effective law enforcement. AS 41.21
does. A State Recreation Area designation would also follow tho mandate of the Susitna Area Plan.

You may ask, "why don't you go to your own legislators?" Please be assured: Ve did." After meetings with DNR
and the Mat-Su Borough, we had asked Rep. Stoltze and Sen. Huggins to try and appropriate 5250,000 to DNR
so they could prepare an open, public management plan with no preconceived idea of any preferred legislation,
but based on past studies, realistic science and user input. Mr. Stoltze was aware of our several years' futile
efforts to educate the public and towards a cooperative management agreement among the public land owners.

Instead, Sen Huggins and Rep Stoltzo introduced, on behalf of and written by AOC/AOAA, the HB307/SB197
legislation. Several of us have tried to contact Rep. Stoltze since repeatedly with no rosults. Sen. Huggins
has publicly declared war on us at a AOAA AOC rally in favor of unlimited, free-for-all motorized access.

There are so many issues and problems where 3-mmuto per person tostimony during committee hearings can not
oven come close to convey the problems. May we thoroforo suggost that as part of your hearingsand
deliberations on SB197 you invite representatives from Alaska State Troopers,AST Fish &Wildlife Enforcement,
Mat-Su Borough Code Compliance, Mat-Su Borough Land Management, Mat-Su Borough Emergency Sorvicos,
including Butte Fire Chief, those DNR land manager representatives who have at one time solicited incident
reports, such as Mr. Adam Smith and Dave Kelly, DEC representatives, DNR Habitat representatives and Alaska
State Forestry. Those are the people who are able to convey tho extent of the problems horo and their associated
costs to the State of Alaska and to tho public.

Thank you for your attention to our concerns.

Please call or write if wo can be of assistance.

Best regards.

2(21/2006


mailto:resource@buttealaska.org

From: Butte Area Residents

To: Rep. Bill Stoltze ; aklynne@ uic.net; Cecily at KRWG ; brit@ alaskadreamcr.com ; John
Duffy

Cc: Senator Huggins

Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 12:46 PM

Subject: Re: Work Draft for Knik River PUA Legislation

Mr. Stoltze, Mr. Huggins,

Thank you for submitting the draft for CS HB307/SB197 to us.

Late February, when Brit was in Juneau, she dropped off a packet at Rep. Gatto's office from
Butte Area Residents Civic Organization, which included our request from legislators to
substitute HB 307/SB 197 Public Use Area legislation under AS 41.23 with the Knik River
Valley State Recreation Area under AS 41.21.

Since we were under the impression that you chose not to have any contact with us, we asked

Mr. Gatto to give the packet to you. Ifyou would like to have additional packets, please let us
know and we shall send them to you. The packet also includes a legal analysis on the statutory
shortcomings of legislation under AS 41.23** public use area.

Please, consider our alternate legislation for a Knik River State Recreation Area. By statute, it
would allow an open public process to accommodate all user groups and would have built-in
tools for immediate and effective on-thc-ground-around-thc-clock law enforcement. It may be
of interest to you that the Mat-Su Borough's Code Compliance office has been trying to
approximate the "Peace Officer" status. They have to go to court for every citation which is
challenged. This is a very expensive process for the Borough. In addition, their personnel are too
afraid to give citations to people when they see infractions, such as shootings or fireworks. Their
presence docs nothing to deter unlawful activities.

Because of the little snow cover this year, most of the area was accessible to 4x4s, ORVs and
accompanying shooting, dumping and reckless partying. This accelerated mayhem has been very
hard on those of us who live here. We can't rest on weekends because of explosions and gun fire
at night. We can't go about our chores, nor can we enjoy the trails behind our house, during the
weekend days because of ongoing shooting and us having to go to "educate"” the shooters in
person to protect ourselves and our properties. One of the frequent mud boggers even told us that
it was no longer "safe" for them to take their rigs across the "beaver pond"” because of all the
metal and wrecks on the bottom. An abandoned car has been contaminating the Bodcnburg
Creek Overflow since late fall; vandals have shot up and tried to ram down more signs and have

blacked out the no-shooting signs.

We appreciate you giving your consideration to our request.
Best regards,

Bril Lively and Gregory Nilsson

Co-Chairs
Butte Area Residents Civic Organization


mailto:aklynne@uic.net
mailto:brit@alaskadreamcr.com
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SUBJECT: Disturbance to Swans in the Knik River W atershed

Page 2

Nesting Swan Disturbance

Six ol’the seven pairs of trumpeter swans and their broods in the KRW in 2005 were
continually disturbed during the latter part of the summer and fall by numerous
encounters from operators of boats and ATCs pursuing recrcadonal activities. The
impairment or harm to the swans by the motorized disturbance is, as follows: (1) Swan
families that were forced out of their traditional nesting habitat walked one or more miles
to an adjoining lake to obtain relief which was not forthcoming; (2) Swans showed up
missing and were assumed to be killed as they were never found on succeeding surveys;
(3) Frequent disturbance in the summer months interrupts the swans ability to properly
feed and rear the cygnets so that they will be fully developed and capable of flight during
the fall migrauon; (4) The swan pairs which had a male Kkilled is destroying a life-long
bond that results in instability in maintaining swan populations; (5) Six of the seven
nesting pairs of swans and their broods were being disturbed to a level beyond
sustainability for the swans to successfully raise a healthy brood of cygnets in the Knik
River Valley in 2005; (6) The trumpeter swan has been placed on Audubon Alaska's Bird
Watchlist in December 2005 It is already on the National Audubon Watchlist as several
hundred trumpeters are dying of lead poisoning each year on their wintering grounds in
Washington and southern British Columbia. Wc don't need additional problems affecting
the swans iu Alaska; and (7) We are educating Alaskans that this irresponsible and
misplaced use of motorized recreational vehicles is an acceptable practice as there arc no
management plans or guidelines for use of ORVs and boats on this State land.

Recommendation

First and foremost a recreational management plan is needed. The plan must address the
swan disturbance issues and place in the plan safeguards and protections so that the
migrating and nesting swans can use the habitat in the KRW without the overwhelming
disturbance from motorized use. Once the plan has been approved, it will be absolutely
necessary to have in place conservation officers to ensure that the approved plan is

implemented to the fullest

Memorandum Prepared By

William A. (Bill) Quirk, I Pilot / Biologist
P.O. Box 212545

Anchorage, AK 99521

Tel. (907) 333-7840

F-432
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MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: Swan Disturbance in the Knik River W atershed

February 20, 2006

Introduction

Thirty (30) comprehensive aerial surveys were flown in the spring, summer, and fall of
2005 to monitor the trumpeter swans in the Knik River Watershed (KRW). The surveys
include the important Jim Creek Basin (JCB) where 22 lakes and numerous ponds arc
located in a wetland environment. Jim Creek empties into the lower Knik River 2 miles
southeast of the Butte community. The aerial survey data was recorded in tables and
reports were written to document swan temporal and spatial distribution, nesting success,
disturbance to the swans, and other factors. The swans returned to Southcentral Alaska
from their wimering grounds on April 7, 2005. Several hundred swans use the lakes in
the JCB as a staging area during the spring and fall migration periods in April / May and
again in September / October. An aerial survey conducted on October 27, 2004 showed a
total of five hundred twenty-eight (528) swans using the JCB. The summer surveys
showed a maximum number of nine (9) pairs of swans nesting in the KRW in 2005. Non
nesting swans arc found in singles, pairs, and / or flocks in the JCB. Non nesting swans

averaged approximately fifteen (15) birds in 2005.

Migrating Swan Disturbance

Swans arriving in Southcentral Alaska in early April seek out the JCB as it usually has
the only open water at tin's time of the year. The open water in rvly spring is due to the
thermal effects on the south slopes of the nearby Chugach Mountains that create warm
springs that flow into the lakes. Tlie first open water areas show up as small openings in
the ice on the northern end of Mud and Jim Likes. The swans that use these open water
areas in curly spring arc constantly being disturbed by recreational vehicles (usually
trucks) driving the Rjppy Trail and parking near the shoreline of the lakes. Activities
such as target practicing with rifles or pistols and fireworks displays immediately
displace the swans by driving them off the open water. They often relocate on the ice of

one of the nearby lakes.

The swans arc also being disturbed by motorized recreational vehicles during the lancr
part of the spring migration period, e.g., in May, after the icc on the lakes lias melted.
The swans on the lakes are disturbed by air and motor boats that approach the swans at
too close a range, by making too much noise at close range, or by traveling too fast in
close proximity of the swuns. All-Terrain Cycles (ATCs) drive through wetlands in the
JCB ,0 lakes where swans arc present. Large numbers of ATCs highly disturb the swans.

The swans sic frequently disturbed in Scptemocr and October when large numbers of air
and motor boats arc frequenting the lakes in the JCB. Swans up to a hundred or more
that were displaced from the JCB huvc been observed on naked gravel bars (no food)
along the nearby braided Knik River during die fall migration period.

F-432
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Representative Jay Ramras
House Resources Committee
State of Alaska

Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Kill House Bill 307
March 25, 2006

This refers to HB 307 and the redrafted version CS HB 307A. This introduced Bill
including the redrafted version, 307A, will not provide the necessary tools for the State to
draft a management plan that will ensure protection of area residents from noise, dust,
and dangerous firing of firearms. The plan will not be able to restrict motorized vehicles
from rutting and destroying valuable wetlands in the Jim Creek Basin. In addition, the
plan will not be sufficient to reduce the high level of motorized disturbance and
harassment of wildlife in the Knik River Watershed. The latter is contributing to a
deteriorating condition for waterfowl and moose in the rich wetland habitat in the Jim
Creek Basin. Attached is a Memorandum (dated February 20, 2006) entitled ‘Swan
Disturbance in the Knik River Watershed' which clearly shows that nesting trumpeter
swans and their cygnets are being disturbed by motorized boats (including air boats and
motor boats) and all-terrain cycles (ATCs) to a level that is beyond sustainability for the
swans to raise a healthy brood of young in the Knik River Watershed.

Recommendation is to kill HB 307 since it is inadequate to deal with current problems
and protection of the wildlife resources in the Knik River Watershed. In lieu of HB 307,
I am recommending support of the Knik River Valley State Recreation Area under AS
41.21. This would be a much better way to provide a sufficient management plan for the
Knik River Watershed and the conservation officers needed to enforce the plan.

William A. Quirk, HI  Pilot/ Biologist
P.O. Box 212545
Anchorage, Alaska 99521

Tel (907) 333-7840



Yellow = ORV (rails

Red = road, Red E. of Mud Lk. (r. square) = Maude Rd. extension
While = Middle of See, 22 and extent ofold logging trails
Turquoise = What is left of Rippy Trail

Blue = Friday Cr. Trails - so far, singletrack )
(note- the torquoisc line beyond Chain Lks. |*, not d mistake - ATVs have been hauled in by alr boat)

This is a rough line drawn graphic rep 'esentation from my knowledge of these trails
arid is not a GPS map! Use at your own risk.

The Rippy portion of ad-hoc ORV traffic was single track only from W hite box

to approximately the Friday Creek airstrip prior to the Maude Rd. Extension project.
'Ihis, along with other documentation, gives you overview about what is happening to
the Jim/Swan Wetlands with no Management or adequate Law Enforcement.

Other documentation and photos available by request.

Copyright - Robert Howard Palmer, Alaska rvhownrd@ mac.com
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n (( [f II Frank H Murkowski, Governor
h Wayne Kubat, Chair
PO Box 874867

Matanuska Valley Wasilla, Alaska 99687

Fish & Game Advisory Committee oh. & fax: 376-9568
email: args@ mtaonline.net

November 23,J, 2005

Senator Huggins and Representative Stoltze,
The Matanuska Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee unanimously supports House Bill 307 and
Senate Bill 197, the bills to create the Knik River Public Use Area as written and introduced by

yourselves.

The Knik River has historically been a destination for many visitors. With Anchorage, Palmer, and
W asilla home to over 50% of Alaska’s population, this recreaUonal area will provide access for many
diverse users of the area. Adjacent to this area is Chugach State Park that restricts those Alaskans

looking for an off-road vehicle experience.

Along with the specific management the legislation will create, wc believe that additional education
and enforcement will create an enjoyable destination for all recreational users rnd this legislation is a

step in that direction. Thank you for your efforts!

Sincerely,

Wayne Kubat
Chairman - Matanuska Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee

Serving the Alaska Board of Fisheries and Alaska Board of Game
IWunli .S<jpixx! Vix>OA )J) R«*ptar> RnuU Anchor** AU*k* 99$I*-|
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Comments to Houac Resources Committee hearing on HB 307, March 27,2005, 2:00 pm

In Opposition to HB 307 Knik River Public Use Area
By Brit Lively, long-time resident and property owner In Butte.

Here are my specific comments to HB 307:

My concerns start with the purpose of this legislation and the ambiguity of language in
the rewrite of HB 307 which seems to contradict its purpose/intent. O f course, I’'m sure
you all are aware that ar(y management plan can only be as good as the stated purpose.

The role per statute and mission of Department of Natural Resources, is to “Develop,
conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future AJaskans.” Telling
DNR in this PUA legislation to perpetuate and enhance 1) general public recreation, and
2) public enjoyment of fish and wildlife, before dealing with habitat is putting the cart in

front o f the horse.

Items for Purpose should be reversed because only if we perpetuate, mitigate, protect and
maintain a healthy habitat, will the public be able to e.ijoy fish, wildlife and public
recreation. I fyou put recreation ahead ofprotection ofhabitat and wildlife along with
the limited and expen five enforcement in this legislation, you may well end up with a
gravelpit and a dust bowl extending well beyond the boundaries ofthis proposed
Public Use Area, You may not realize that anywherefrom 1,000 to 3,000people are

using this area on every sunny weekend.

Page 1, line 7-12: Comment:
Therefore, I suggnt #1 purpose should read:)

1) Perpetuate, mitigate, protect and maintain migratory waterfowl nesting areas
and flab and wildlife habitat for sustaining and enhancing

a) traditional public use of fish and wildlife populations and
b) general public enjoyment and recreation

Line 10: Paragraph 2: Delete, because it is not necessary to name all wildlife species,
since they arc all included. If wc do that, we should also name all the fish and waterfowl

species.
Page 1, line 13: Paragraph 3 will then be paragraph 2.

2) Provide an area for the public to c:\joy the full spectrum of public uses, including
maintenance and enhancement of off-road vehicle add and quiet recreation

opportunities.

Page 2, line 1:
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A) Change "Owners of private properly” to “Owners of Inboldingi” in Knik Rivtr
Public Use Area and add "utilizing the existing RS 2477 right-of-way" where

possible.

Page 3, Line 2; Change to: The Commissioner may restrict the use of weapons,
Including firearms, In the Knik River Public Use Area except for the purpose of
legal hunting, In order to protect the public and to comply with DEC and federal
regulations which prohibit discharging shot into a watershed.

Page 3, Line 11: Delete (d) 2 and either Replace with:

(2) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) which are
necessary to achieve the purposes of HB 307 and shall adopt such additional
regulations as may be necessary to Implement the plan adopted, The regulations
must designate incompatible uses, and prohibit and restrict such uses.,

Or

change as follows:

The commissioner shall

(2) recognize the existing trails and the access those trills provide to areas in the
Knik River Public use area, determine the carrying capability of tbis area for public
use and determine which of these trails arc best suited for motorized or non-
inotorlzed recreation according to soils, habitat and compatibility with the purposes
of HB 307 and accordingly enhance these trail for motorized or aon-motorlzed

recreation,

Page 3, Line 20: Enforcement. Use the same language as In Hatcher Pais PUA or In
our proposed Draft Legislation for Knik River Valley State Recreation Area.

After this hearing | will have had 6 minutes total (3 minutes at the Stoltze/Huggins hearing at Butte School last fat
tell you how our home area has deteriorated over the last twenty-five years. We hAve spent thousands of dollars in
cash and ten times more in lost work and lost sleep defending our homea , our neighborhoods and the quality of lif
wc have every right to enjoy in the beautiful area sunounding us. Land managers and others in authority have writ
this aira off so that our home area has become a mccca for uncivilized and disrespectful behavior. This afternoon,
"counseled" a party of approx 12 people who had been shooting toward homea on Republican Way for 2 hours fro
the Knik River. They had driven pail no-shooting signs which had been blacked out by vandals. So they thought d

signs didn’t mean anything.

Butte Resident! Area Civic Organization has spent several months putting together a packet of facts, reflecting yc
of documentation and local knowledge to help you plan for multiple use recreation in our area. Knik River Valley
of national aignificance as the northem-most birthplace of the Pacific Ocean, is recognized for it* world class seen-
snd is one of south-central Alaska's most important fish, wildlife and migratory waterfowl habitats

We condensed this into a small packet and delivered it to most members of your committee and the leaders of the
House and Senate personally inJuneau. We ran out of time and did not show you photo documentation and

explanation of problems with ATVs', 4x4s, the incredible amount of “targets,” trees and dogs that were executed
notion and damage of the dunes, ihot-up cars, fireworks and spent shells on private property, nor the dead alders
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lining Jin. Creek whose roots have eroded from the motor boat wave*, | told most of your staff people that It woul
lake about one hour of time to view the videos and printed materia! to show you why wc don’t think HB 307 Knik

River Public Use Area will do the job.

The Utter part of last week, | called as many of your offices as my time allowed, and asked if the legislators had a
chance to go over our packets and if there were any questions. Everyone told me they were too busy with the oil ta
look at our material except for two. But - we karned that ihe House Majority Caucua baa already agreed tov
In favor of HB 3071 So why would you want to even look at what we sent you or hear what we have to say7 And |
we learned that you have scheduled only one hour for this hearing which is THE opportunity we have prepared fo
and waited for so many years, lo make things better - to protect our homes, families, and outstanding natural

resources from the effects and overflow of "recreation gone wild."

Does anyone who has since looked at our material have any questions?

This issue shoulu not be decided along partisan lines. This community and our incredible environment deserve mo
respect thin that, You are our leaden. Wc arc looking for you to enhance our quality of life and our economy and
repair and enhance our natural environment long before enhancing the amount of motorized recreation at no cost ti
the users while our community bears the burden. 1 oppose HB 307 because By statute It It like a temporary coat
paint, which willpet! offand will notprovide afoundationfor something lasting hut will have to he patched un-
repairedforever. We’ll have to battleforever hopingfor a white knight with backbone lo come to the rescue ofi

beleaguered community.

Instead, please give us theproper toolsfor high-end visitor experiences and economic development which this
borough sorely needs. Give DNR and the advisory committee the authority to accommodate motorized and quiet
users equally, but secondary to the responsibility of protecting and enhancing our natural resources.

The stated mission of Department of Natural Resources is, "'To develop, conserve and enhance natural resources

present andfuture Alaskans. "

Let's start on the high side with our draft for Knik River Valley Public Recreation A m under AS 41.21 which wil
give us these tools. Let its 15-membcr advisory committee from all user group# develop a management plan which
will assure strong management and responsibility by Department of Natural Resource! and, guaranteed recreation
all land* where DNR will contract out the enforcement lo rangers from Alaska Stale Parks, and still retain all

responsibilities and management. Give DNR, along with the advisory committee, the authority to determine which
the trails ire better suited for motorized, or horses, or foot traffic. Make it possible to build restroomj at the parkin
areas. When people arrive there after an hour's drive from Anchorage, they DO need a place to go. Neighbors hav
keep their children away from thcac areas for sanitary reasons. At Jim Lake, the shore ii littered with human feces

along with other garbage and spent cartridges.

Make quiet timea in the Valley poaaible - whether it’s along the river for those visitors and rciidcnls who want to
picnic without the noise and dust from ORVs and "just watch the nver go by," or for residents so they know for n
that on a certain day of the week they can have a barbeque in their backyard without choking on the exhaust of
a.rboats and not being able to h»": a conversation over their noise along with that of snow machines and wive

runner* on the water and dirt bikes on the shores.

Quiet day* provide economic opportunities for those who want to invest in cur community and provide high-end

visitor services. Butte has horses and facilities where national competitions nra held. There are several horse board
facilities. Give the Butte hone community and those who travel here with their animals a chance to take guided tri
to Knik Glacier. Locals who used lo do that have stopped since the motorized traffic interfere* too much. L« Buttt
entrepreneurs cash in on guiding visitors on the canoc traiU through the wetlands on quiet days. Visitors wouldn't
interested if they knew they’d be overrun and swamped by airboats. Let visiting hiking enthusiasts be guided by B
or Mat-Su residents on day trips or ovemighler* to fee) the overwhelming silence snd grandiose splendor. Mike it
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possible for me to show off my beautiful back yard to my visiting business clients without embarrassing myselfan
my community. | know some of them would love to go fishing at Jim Crock, but I would shame myself, my busint
and my community if they experienced the Med Maxx scenario being played over and ovct again. Just as guided
tours add to the economy with guided tours for the less physically able and arc not being challenged by other
motorized, so should mountain bikers have their times to provide guided to the glacier without being screamed at t
get out of the way. And, of course, let guided ATV tours provide the less physically able with one of the most unic

experiences traveling into our own back country.

Please realize that with a Knik River Valley State Recreation Area, you also give us the tools to apply for grants ar
matching moneys for in-kind work lo help pay for the infrastructure, trail mitigation and even law enforcement. V
of us who want to use the area, when it's safe again, should be willing to pay a user fee to offset the costs of operai
and management. Motorized and non-motorized users should be expected to pay for the privilege of using this

beautiful area to somewhat offset the cost of running it. Provisions might include reduced or no-fee passes for loa

persons of limited financial means.
Ifyou haven't yet read our draft legislation, please do so now, ind ask us questions of concern.

Our packet consists of a professionally prciuced video of "Bodmburg Butlr - Knik River Valley -
Beauty at our Back Door,"” and a companion DVD titled, uNa Respect In Knik River Valley," that
shows a small excerpt from our collection of results of destructive activity. It includes maps, photos, a
cover letter why wc did not think a HB 307 Public Use Area under AS 41.23 would protect us by
statute from the devastating cfTects of recreation gone wild for the last 20 some years, and why we
reasoned that legislation for s State Recreation Area under 41.21 would, am faxing a spreadsheet
mlong with this which goes with these maps, showing over 260 incident*, from dumped trash to burned
cars lo ducking from flying bullcta, which were observed by only 9 residents over several years.
Three observers' note* and maps arc still missing, including Gregory Niljaon's, Tom Bcrgey's and
some of my own which will add at least 100 more incidents to the list. These incident* arc dynamic in
that they keep repeating themselves even after the evidence was cleaned up. There’*alwsys more trash,
more poaching, more shot down ind cut down trees, more burned »nd shot up cars, batteries, paint
cans, paper plate and plastic bottle targets, human waste, iprings turned into mudholes, exposed roots
to document yet another year of more erosion on the dunes, etc etc

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard.

Brit Lively
March 27, 2006

Mail: 259 South Alaska Street
Palmer AK 99645

Phone: 907-745-3398

Email: blfgrnapalaska.com
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Butte Area Residents
Civic Organization
263 Sou'h Almh» SUoot - Pjlmw AK9 W i - 907-745-7526 - toiflU?M ftsmiftiliakrorn

DRAFT KNIK RIVER VALLEY STATE RECREATION AREA AS 41.21 ***

Proposed legislation
Estimate of Cost (Fiscal Note).

Ideally, first year enforcement should be funded for a minimum of 1, but preferably 1-1/2
or 2 Rangers with SUV, ORV and dirt bikes.

First Year: Law Enforcement

Minimum: 1 Ranger, fall time + vehicle = $ 150,000
(if 1'ARangers, + vehicle + ORV/dirt bikes = 5225,000)

(if preferably 2 Rangers for first year for officer safety and

Effectiveness + 1vehicle + ORV/dirt bikes” $250,000)

(Area Enforcement to be assisted by occasional AST support at
current level for Butte area )

Planning: S 25,000

First Year Total $175,000 -5250,000

Funding Source: Slate of Alaska 100%

Second Year: Law Enforcement $175,000-5250,000

Infrastructure $ 30,000
Planning: $ 30.000

Second Year Total $235,000-5310,000

Funding Source: State of Alaska 80%
Grants 20%

$175,000 - 5250,000
$ 50,000
$ 10,000
$235,000-5310,000

Third Year: Law Enforcement

Infrastructure

Planning/Education:

Third Year Total

Funding Source: State of Alaska 60%
Grants 30%

User Fees 1C%

Grants include Department of Fish & Game, USFWS, and private foundations

This is an estimate of costs and will have to be verified by experienced DNR personnel.
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Unauthorized Construction

llleu.nl Dumping
Shooting

Details

by MatSu Borough, see DNR letter '02
Sanitation issues, no responses
personally almost shoot

ORV Tr.iltic in Anadromous SDNR posted Iraiihead *no longer anadromous

Wildlife Harassment
ORV Traffic In Wetlands

family clubbing t;sh - 1903 fish incident
sue comparison photos

ORV Traffic In Anadromous 5 sen photos of crossing

ORV Traffic in Wetlands
lllegal Camps

lllegal Bait Station
lllegal Djcks

Illegal Fuel Barrels
Illegal Bait Station
Illegal Fuel Barrels
lllegal Fuel Barrels
lllegal Hocks

New ORV Trad
fJew ORV Trail

New ORV Trail
Wildlife Harassment
lllegal Km

ORV Traffic In Wetlands
ORV Tralfic in Wetlands
Abandoned Vehicle
lllegal Kill

Illegal Kill

Illegal Dumping
Vegetation Destruction
Sltoobng

Vegetati.a) Destruction
lllegal Fishing

Shooting

Shooting

Property Destruction
Illegal Kill

lllegal Dumping
Shooting

Wildirfo Harassment
Unattended Fire

lllegal Dumping
Vegetation Destruction
lllegal Dumping

Motor Traffic on River
Burned Vetnclo
Ah.tivlonod Vehicle
Property Destruction
lllegal Camps
Property Destruction
lllegal Dumjimg
Burned Vehicle
WMjet.Pon Doslfucimn
Vegetation Destruction
Burned Vehicle
Burned Vehidu

Illegal Oumping
Vegetation Destruction

SWi-*v*)ty WetrOftM

destruction of vegulalive mat. see photos

bait station, docks, ga'bage, fuel barreb, posted by DNR and partially cleaned up
posted by DNR, partially cleaned up

posted by DNR, partially cleaned up

posted by DNR, partially cleaned up

reported but was nol followed up on by authorities

fuel barrels on wetlands, not cleaned up

pending still

ponding still

initial observation of new trail in wetlands, AKQuirk aerial photo
see photos

see photos

very good bcavtr d3m destroyed try motor traffic, sen photon
poacfted slicep. sec article

on vcgclalive mat. see plrolo

on veflelabve mal

overturned with fluids spMng . reported & after tussle got results from F&G. Palmer
cow moose, reported + no response -short handed

swan, nol reported

(rash

live Irco culling

fully automatic weapons

livo tree destruction

fish snagging, observed several limes over ihe years

dodged bullets, left bicycles on ground, hid son behind tree, confronted perpetrator
Joo Blaostien dodged high power rifle fire while mushing
destruction of “No Shooting* sign

owl

some response

some response

airbo.it chasing swans

unattended fire spreading

bvn tree cutting
sanitation Issues

Assisted woman with broken tup. took to ambulance at t/arf liejd

jeep efierokeo set on fire, observed occupants of a M.ick pn.kup set lire, caned 911 arrived to late to gel perps
abandoned van near bridge

Junk cars and trash in trees

squatters living on river bar

burned out car on sand bar

trasti dumped in brush and bridge base

stmt-ua burned cars on river bar

shot up frees, mih.il observation

shot up tjccs

burned car, initial observation

burmd Cat

trash and cars

shobup trees

Whoro

Jim Lako
Jim Lako
Jim lako
Jim Creek
Jim Creek
Rippy Trail
Rippy Trail
Rippy Trail
Cham Lakes
Cham Lakes
Chain Lakes
Chain Lakes
Chain Likes
Chain Lakes
Chain Lakes
Cham Lakes
Rippy Trail
Jirn Lake
Swan Lake
Wolf Pomt

Swan Lako
Swan Lako

Jim Lako

Rippy Trad

Jim Lako

Sand Dunes
Sand Dunes
Sand Dunes
Sand Dunes
Jrrn Creek

Knik River

Mud Lake

Maud Road
Rippy Trail
Pavilion Lot
Pavilion Lot
Knik River
Friday Crcuk
Mori Lake

Mod Lake

Mud Ljke

Knik Prver

li vienbuffl Creek
Knik River

Knik River

Knrk River

Knik Rrver

Kink River
Sexton Trail
Knik River Road
Knik Rivet Road
Knik Rrver Road
Kfuk River Road
Maud Road Ext
Mjud Road Ext

Month

September
September
September
ONGOING

ONGOING
ONGOING
ONGOING
October
October
October
October
ONGOING
ONGOING
ONGOING
ONGOING
ApM
ONGOING
ONGOING

A[Tit
ONGOING

ONGOING
ONGOING
ONGOING
ONGOING

ONGOING

ONGOING
ONGOING
October

ONGOING
ONGOING
ONGOING

July
October
ONGOING
ONGOING
May
ONGOING
ONGOING
May
ONGOING
May
ONGOING
ONGOING
ONGOING

Year Date
19BB 198809
19BB t9BB09
1988 198809
ONGOING ONGOING
1993 199300
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
2004 200410
2004 200410
2004 200410
2004 200410
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
2005 200594
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
1988 193800

2005 200504
ONGOING ONGOING
1993 199300
1994 199400
1994 199400
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING

1993 199300
1997 199700
ONGOING ONGOING
1994 199400
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
2004 200410
1997 199700
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
1997 199700
2005 200507
2005 200510
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
2001 200105
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
1997 199705
ONGOING ONGOING
1997 199705
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
ONGOING ONGOING
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16 Abandoned Vehicle
1

~
IS
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Slwnling

Vegetation DusUuclion
2 ORV Trade m Stream

3 ORV Trallic 4i Wetlands
3 ORV Trudn. ui Wetlands

S b b
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-

IS
IS

car lelt on bank

popular slkxXiny aica, stols Nud wet.| along liver ujnk
imlixcimurale bee culling. livirg liees on private (xooerly. and downed bees lull lo rol. accessed by sikMtnaclimo

an easily lorded creek crossing (pedestrian A equine, winch once liad a loot htklge) turned lo mucky owe, no longer crossablc
tiymer hotseisM Irak mined by motort/ed Imtfic. no longer usable liy non motnrucd users

Kmk Rtver Road

ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING

OtnsmaeRoadJanuary 2004 200401

ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
2003

lonner l««su/ski tr.iltinned by molon/orl trade, nolongvr usati-b li» nun-muturuiil useis

ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING

Hr"ijiJ-TsCW September 2005 2iX)5&9

ID MapIC X-ID What Dclalls Where Month Year Dale
57 2 8 Abandoned Vehicle wreckud cars Maud Road Ext. ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
58 2 0 lllegal Dumping Imge trash pile at waters edge Mud Lake July 2002 200207
50 2 9 lllegal Camps abandoned camp at waters edge L'ud Lako July 2002 200207
60 2 10 lllegal Dumping Irash Maud Road Exl. ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
61 2 10 Vegetation Destmctlon shot-lip trees Maud Road Ext. ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
62 2 11 lllegal Dumping Irash loll In brush Jim Lake ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
63 2 12 lllegal Kill rotting moose carcass lloallng In creek Jim Creek June 2001 200100
64 2 13 Property Destruction abandoned duck blinds, initial observation Swan Lake 1998 199800
6f 2 13 Properly Destruction abandoned duck Minds Swan Lake ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
66 2 14 lllogal Dumping trash loll on rkJgo Jim Creek Juno 2003 200306
67 2 14 lllegal Dumping Irash lell on ridge, cleaned up Jim Creek June 2004 200406
68 2 15 Illegal Dumping nasi’on sandbar, liom|im creek outletlo Iriday crook outlet Jim Creek ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
69 2 15 Burned Vehicle burned car on sandbar Jim Creek ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
70 2 16 lllegal Dumplnn U.irli Jim Creek Forks ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
71 2 16 Vegetation Doslruciion shot-up cottonwoods Jim Creek Forks ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
72 2 17 lllegal Dumping bash Manmade Lake ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
73 2 17 AbaiK'one Vehicle cars Manmade Lake ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
74 2 17 lllegal Camps squatlers Manmade Lake ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
75 2 17 Spooling Manmade lake ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
76 2 18 Shuoling aulomalic & scml-uulomalic weapons lke after datk, Into walcr hy lieadlighls bodenburg Creek October 2005 200510
7 7 NON-USER b/c of Junk, parties, and concern lor personal safety Butte Area ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
78 3 t Burned Vehlclo burning vehicles, 20-30* per year, seen Irom homo Knik River ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
79 3 2 Property Destruction Iranslormei feeding Knik River Rd shot out, leaving -200 rosidentswio power 8 hrs, lump In teens Knik Rrver Road  January 2002 200301
6U 3 3 lllegal Dumping usud molot ok, used drapers, etc Knik Rrrcr Road 1998 199860
81 3 4 lllegal Dumping Irash dumped, perpetrators xTd and contacted, mess was removed Knik River Road Aprit 1999 199904
82 3 5 lllegal Fireworks plane landed and sel-ad fireworks during statewidu ban, July 6111 Knik River July 2004 200407
83 3 6 lllegal FKuwoiks Fireworks observed on Swan Lako, driving oil adult nesting swans, leaving cygnets behind, July 4 Swan Lake July 2003 200307
64 3 7 lllegal Dumping dirty diapers, requiring Borough ttavMat team for clean up CaudJl Road
85 3 8 Unattended Fwu aoaiwioued camp fees, often reuuinng Mat-Su and Fore, ywtervenlinn In pul oul Knik River ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
86 3 9 Dangerous Vehicle Operation two-10 yr old boys on 4-wheclers crossed lIlio road in Ironl ol vehicle w/olooking, required evasive action OldGlennHwy July 2005 200507
87 3 10 Dangerous Vehlclo Operation Ih/oe gltls (ages 11-14) traveling W ona 4-wtioelor, straddling center lino, required surlous evasive action by driver going E, birxt curvo 8/13 Kink River Road August 2005 200508
88 3 10 Dangerous Vehicle Operation -10 yr old levy ruling 4-whieeler straddling center line, on hlind curve, roquitod serious evasive aehon by (Inver, r /20 Knik River Road  August 2005 200508
B9 3 11 lllegal Molon/od Vehicle Ope snowmachine operated like jet skis on swimming hole, sometimes sinking, area posted *Swimming Only, No Motorivod Vehicles” Knik Rrver Road ONGOING 2003 200300
90 3 11 Dangerous Vehrctu Operation nrtixials operated mi’Swimming Only *posted swimming holo. whto chAlien swam Knik River Road  July, 2005 200507
91 3 11 Dangerous Vehicle Opcrjlxmjut boats operated in *Swimming Only .* posted swimming hole, wtule children swam Knik River Road  August 2005 700508
92 3 12 lllegal Kill moose slxjt by headlights at 2am, alter butchering guts loti at a school tars stop Kmk Rrver Road  September 2002 200209
93 3 13 WJdlila Harassment air boat harassing swans, causing swans to move la non traditional araas Swan Lake October 2005 200510
94 3 14 Unattended Fee forest Ire doe to abandoned camp tire, tequircd Forest Sefvice mteivenlion mtn sxjo above swan Like M*'nSklo August 2004  21)0408
95 4 1lrresponsible Trapping dog cauiihtin snare tor 3 or 4 days, dog OK Republican Road November tQ77 197711
96 4 2 liresponsibla Trapping dog caught in corubear trap, dog M od instantly Plant Materials Cci December 2000 200012
97 4 3 Shooting while canoeing on mud taka shots bred over tho water Irom shorn Mud Lake 2001
98 4 5 Shooting bullets come.ixoogh our property oltcn,bullets have tul, building, swing sets.and parking areas Kmk River Road ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
99 4 6 Dangerous Vehicle Operation 2 knis on 4-whooterd*! due lo Ire:,0Oasing issues originating at Manrnado Laku Kmk Rivet Road 1996
ell__ 4 10 SimotiriQ popular stiooting area, shots teed 0* | across kmk river, Sexton Tra4 ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
44 4 11 Shooting popular shooting area, shots bred ou. across kmk rrver Kmk Rrver Road ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
44 4 12 bftooting papular shooting area, shots Tired oul across kmk rrver Knik River ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
rre 4 13 Shooting pxOfMilv simnling am J. shots Feed out across kmk rtver Kmk River ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
44 4 14 Abandoned Vehicle lord 7, stfl by side ol road Kmk River Road 1970
44 4 15 Abandoned Vetiicle car lull on bank Kmk Rtver Road 1D85

4 Kmk Rtver Road AprJ 2005 200504

4

5

5

5

5
5

4 Unattended Fin

~
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camplan smoldering In a slump al Urn cmnk crossing area was ilry, lots nl luel a.alalVe

vk
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ID MapIC X-ID What Details Wlied) Month Year Date
Itn 5 5 DangerousVehicta Operation liorse was spooked by dirt bike rider who never slopped, horse broke leg from Incident andhadlo boput down, teenage ruler OK Old Glenn Hwy August 2005 200508
nn 5 6 DangerousVehlclo Operation horse spooked by passing 4-wheelor who sped up while passing, and was aware that rider wasIn trouble but didnot lookbock Plumloy Road Sopleniber 2005 200509
M 5  7Vegetation Destruction Indiscriminate tree culling by hunters and campers Knik River ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
till 5  8Vegetation Dcstiuction indiscriminate tree cutting by hunteis and campers Knik River ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
nn 5 9 Vegetation Destruction trails deeply nilted around tree roots Kmk River 2003
tin 5  9Vegetation Destruction trails deeply rutted around tree roots Knik River ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
nn 5 9 DangerousVehicle Operation ORV traveling at excessive speeds, area now liar dous lo fiorse and pedestrian travel Kmk River 2003
fill 5 9 DangerousVehicle Operation CRV traveling at excessive speeds, area now lui. Jous to liorse and pedestrian travel Kink River ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
nn 10 Dangerous Vehicle Operation tf jii liead created by horse users lor public use In late '‘Bus now loo dargerous lor | orse/pedesbian users due lo excosslvu speed ol ORVs Sullivan Road 2003
I"i'[ 10 Dangerous Vetiiclo Operation trail head created by Itorso users tor public use In late 80s now too dangerous for horse/pedestrian useis duo lo excessive speed ot ORVs Sullivan Road ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
tut 1 Shooting excessive shooting has madu this area unsalo lor tour operators and Ihoirclionts Kmk Glacier
tut 2 Property Destruction Huntor Creek Adventures (Glacier Camp), DNR lease, vandalised, equipment damage, everything shot full ol holes Kmk Glacier Zm
lilt 3 Abandoned Vehicle vehicle submerged and leltlo rot Metal Creek—
tttt 4 lllegal Kill poaclied moose, illogal bull moose Knik River
nn 5 Slioohng excessive shooting front machineguns and socal rifles, olten in tho middle of llio night Knik Rl er
tut 6 Dangerous Vehicle Operation 2 vehicles submerged in rrvar, 5people swepl away,large emergency response, helicopters, etc. no casualties Knik River

Kmk River

nn 7 ORV Traffic in Wetlands excessive damage to vegetative mat !
homeless camp set-up in summer, excessive trash and human waste Kmk River

tin 8 lllegal Camps
nn 9 Abandoned Vehlclo burnt wit cats Kmk River
nn 9 lllegal Dumping trash Kmk River
nn 10 lllegal Kit (joached dall sheep Kmk River
nn 11 Dangerous Vehicle Operation emergency response lo vehicle In river w..n passengers swept away, 1 casualty Kmk River
nn Caudit Road
U4 2 6 Burned Vehicle shot-up burned cars on river bar Sexton Trail ONGOING ONGOING ONGOING
nn car5 Burr»ed Vehicle GPSU for ANG cleanup -locations approximate GPS data available from -------—--——- -
nn cars Burned Velucle GPSH lor ANG clear>up -localons approximate GPS djta available from -----------occeeeev
nn cars Burned Vahicks GPSH for ANG cleanup -locations approximate GPS date a.urfabta horn---
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS lor ANG cleanup -kxratons approximate GPS data available from---
nn cars Burned Vchclo GPS'd lor ANG cleanup * locations approximate GPS data avalabte from *
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd lor ANG cleanup -locations approximate GPS data avalabtu from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPSd for ANG cleanup ¢ locations approximate GPS data avalablo Irom -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd lor ANG cleanup -locations aprvoxlmate GPS data avalabte from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd li-v ANG cleanup * locations approximate GPS data available from *
nn cars Burned Veludo GPS'd lor ANG cleanup locations approximate GPS data available from m
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd for ANG cleanup locations approximate GPS data avalabte from -
nn Cwis Burned Vehicle GPS'o for ANG clcjnuo ‘ocalons approximate GPS data avalabte from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd fur ANG cleanup * locations approximate GPS data avalabte from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd by ANG cleanup miocations approximate GPS data available from -
nn car* Burned Vehicle GPS'd lor ANG cleanup locations approximate GPS data avalabte from -
nn cars Burned Vchclo GPS'd foe ANG cleanup locations app'oximata GPS data avalablo front -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd for ANG do *nop locations approximate GPS data avalabte from -
nn can Burned Vchcte GPS'd toe ANG cleanup locatons approximate GPS data avaiabie from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd for ANG cleanup k>:al<yis approximate GPS data avalabte from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd lor ANG cleanup locations approximate GPS data avaiabie from -
nn cars Burned Votucte GPS'd for ANG cleanup locations appro- male GPS datj avalabte from -
nn cars Bwnod Vehicle GPS U lor ANG cleanup tuuatxans approximate GPS data avalabte from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPSH tor ANG cleanup tocalxjns approximate GPS data avalabte Irom -
ml cars Burned Veliclo GPS'd for ANG cleanup locations appcoximate GPS data avalahle from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd lor ANG cleanup locations approxima'e GPS data avalabte from «
nn cars BurnmS Vobhiclo GPS'd for ANG cleanup k- alioris approximate GPS data avalabte from -
nn cars Burned VolmcW GPS'd lu ANG cleanup locations approximate GPS data avaiabie from -
nn cars Burned Vohtclo GPS'd lu ANG cleanup location* dpiviiivnalo GPS data avaiabie from -
nn cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd lu ANG cleanup mocalxvn approximalo GPS data avautae linn -
aw cars Burned Vehicle GPS'd lu ANG cleanup kiralnris approximate GPS data avalabte from -
a* cars Burned Vohcta GPS'd lu ANG cleanup location* approximate GPS data avaiabie from -
nn cars Burned Veha.lo GPS'd lu ArlG cleanup location* approximate GPS data avalabte from -
laysKM

LkO * oo
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ID frtaplC X-10 Wliat

rra cars
rrs cats
mr cars
»# cars
XX cars
err cars
s# cars
XX cars
*# cars
mr cars
XX cars
oxr cars
Mf cars
UP cars
nn cars
nn cars
fin cars
nn cars
nn cars
nn cars
nn cars
nn cars
tn cars

urv« ]l BxMcl

Burnod Volilclo
Burned Vehklr;
Burned Vehiclo
Burned Vuluclo
Burned Voluclo
Burned Vehlclo
Burned Vehrclo
Burned Vehiclo
Burnod Vehicle
Burned Vehicle
Burned Vehicle
Burned Vehiclo
Burned Vchielo
Burnod Vehicle
Burnod Vehicle
Burned Vehiclo
Burned Vehicle
Burned Vehiclo
Burned Vehicle
Burned Vehicle
Burned Vehiclo
Burnod Vchclo
Burned Vehicle

sy=<lt>«i li] |

Dulails

GPS'd lor ANG cloanup *locations
GPS'd far ANG cleauu. +locations
GPS'd (or ANG cleanup - locutions
3PS U tor ANG cleanup miocations
GPS'd for ANG cleanup -locations
GPS'd for ANG cioanup' locations
GPS'd lor ANG cleanup miocations
GPS'd I(X ANG cluanup miocations
GPS Jtor ANG cleanup ¢ locations
GPS'd for ANG cleanup * locations
GPS'd tor ANG cleanup mocations
GPS'd for ANG cleanup -locations
GPS'd lor ANG clcaiup locations
GPS'd tor ANG cleanupmiocutions
GPS'd lor ANG cleanup miocations
GPS'd lor ANG cleanup -locations
GPS'd for ANG cloanup ¢ locations
GPS'd for ANG cleanup -locations
GPS'd for ANG cleanup miocations
GPS'd lor ANG cleanup locations
GPS'd for ANG cleanup locations
GPS'd for ANG cleanup locnlions
GPS'd for ANG cleanup - locations

approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximafa
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approx Itnalo
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate
approximate

GPS data
GPS data
GPS data
GPS data
GPS data
GPS dalJ
GPS d.da
GPS data
GPS data
GPS data
GPS data
GPS data
GPS dala
GPS dala
GPS dala
GPS data
GPS dala
GPS dala
GPS dala
GPS dala
GPS Hjta
GPS dala
GPS dala

available from
avail itilo from
available from
available hum
available from
available from
avafaulo from
available hum
avafabie from
avaiabie hum
avafabie horn
avafabie from
avafabie horn
avafabie from
avafabie from
avafabie Irom
avafabie horn
avafabie horn
avaiabie from
avafabie from
avafablo frotn
available fiorn
avafabie lrom

Who'O

Monlh

Year

Dale
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A lc 1 D 1 E
ID MapIDX-ID Wlut IDoUlls
ou flj 1{Burned Vehicle Bulte FD call (o burning car fro
oa fli 2 (Burned Vehicle Hutto FD rail lo burning car lire
ao 01 3jBurned Vehicle Bullc FD call lo burning car lire
00 4 Burned Vehicle .Bulte FD call lo burning car fire
NU 5 Burned Vehicle Bullo FD call lo burning car fue
Ut 6 Burned Vehicle Hullu FD rail lo burning car fire
w 7 Burned Vehicle Butto FD call to burning car fire
au 8 Burned Vehicle Butte FD call to burning car fire
ua e 9 (Burnet' Vehicle Bulte TD call to burning car (re
PH P 10 Burned Vehicle Butte FD call to burning car Fro
PM 8 11'Burned Vehicle Bulte . 1) call lo burning car fire
PP 0 12 Burned Vehicle Bullc FD call lo burning car fire
uP 8 13 Burned Vehicle Butte TD call tu burning car fire
uP fl 14 (Burned Vehicle Butle FD call lo burning car fire
PP B 15 Burned Vehicle Butte FO call to burning car fire
PP 1 16 (Burned Vehicle Butte FO call to burning car fire
PP 8 17 Burned Vehicle Bulte FD call to burning car lire
PP B IB*Burncd Vehicle Butte f D call lo burning car fire
00 H 199lumed Vehicle Butte FD call lo burning car fire
PP B 20 Burned Vehicle Butte FO call to burning car fuc
PP Tree Shot Ne«t lo Residence Someone shot through woods
PP 3 GIS shool lowards corrals Fron bail off Knik River. 3 GIS were pbnking away shooting at a lied toward horses in corrals
PP Unoccuped Home vandalise Vonduls broke into unoccupied home during night And partied Neighbors observed
PP Car Stolen from Driveway Car Stolen horn Driveway
00 |A1V chased horse on rood ATV would nol Hop on nonmoton/ed bike path and chased a young wo/runin mm horse cart onto the Old Glenn
PP ATVharrasscd horse/nd™ ATV played chicken win horse and nd<*r on Old Glenn nonmoton/ed pathway Horse yielded
PP I>ri Bike crashed *ree  Drtfi lejumped driveway and trashed into tree H »d to rail Butte Anfiubince
PP t()rivc by shooting *nif/d People kept tiring gun fiom pickup al night
00 IDrive-by shooting Sunday pn People trom beige pickup kppt firing from pickup, could hear they started at Kn.k Bridge and kept firing after going by house
00 Explosives thrown :.ilo drive* Explosives (dynamite??) thrown out of car onto driveway. Shook house
PP Sh 'olmg toward house Two boys from Anc shot at house through woods hunting rabbits on private property Said. "This is Mat-Su There's no law against it “
00 Unoccupied Home vand.iti/cfVandals threw rocks through ail wtnjows in unoccupied house
00 ATVs and Drt Bikes on Path.ATVs and Drt Bikes ium|) driveways on non moti/i/ed pathway Sometimes 250-300 on weekend
00 Br*er Bottle thrown at person1Beer B fie thrown out from p*ckup hit older nun on head
00 Moose poached Moose poached
oP Moose poached Moose poaciied, belly burned
aa found raven sho” ound shot Raven on Kmk River Bar
00 Shooters in woods Shooins in woods off non-moton/ed MSB trail
aa Vagrant* cony* m woods [Vagrants canped in woods fired short ,jhr» r + «tide* went by Called Trooj*rv
00 ATVs o”d Dul Hikes on highv* ATVs and Dr! Bikes on Old Glenn
00 Hedvy t»p<04nx*s Heavy Explosionsal Kmk Rjvcr, heard at M»e 9 ? *."iiru m shake house
oa +ATV speeding on wood* Irail ATV speeding on woods trail, river on horse had lo juufioh die trail several Litres
S( Near Coilission with Cars Dn Sexton Trail, rear head on collission with two racing cais
"l 1 Shooter near Pavilion Shooter near pavilion shoots toward paper plate target* on stump with rifle
|Plastic boiuo Lirgels “ashc bottle stuck on Ifre lujnches Targets in direction of residence
00 Construction Phc wth stapler Construction pile with stap'cs was bu»ned at upsircjm side of K/vk River, then disappearrd in Bodenburg Creek overflow
00 (ATV chasing sainpn Kids on ATVs were chasing Salmon in todenborg Creek
H +Jelboat in Boderburg Creek jje'.boat in Bodenburg Creek
00 Salmon Poaching jSalmon poaching in bodenburg Creek
Boa’ and motors gc't.ng do. Bode.-burg Creek + boats, tethoat*. boat motors and nirboa t using creek to wash off mud
X0 JATVs leanng up Mwy should®ATVs (earing up liny st-.nAler, cult ng patters
00\ Moose and baby shot IMoose and baby shot at Mile 5 Old Glenn pond one year
00 ‘Moose and baby she. IMoose and baby shot al Mie 6 Old Glenn pond next year
00 'Shoot at Bottle at Ta>l Pace |Throw up boflles and shoot into Tklulnjlad Race
{Oil Orurm Danfied iWaste O.I m barrels and bottles dumped on private fvoperly
00 Stolen Cars & Trucks dump Stolen Cars and Trucks burned and dumped on pnvate property
&t Shoot.ng Shooi ng into waer, into trees, across hwy, toward hones
OP, |Shooting [lshooting into water, into trees, across hwy, toward hones

ly « Incident Llsl

1
g kn.11d'linn*>4 200 plus Tutrnfv by observation* r f three residents have >et to be m»pprd
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Ralph Hulbert

PO Box 1846, Palmer, AK 99645 phone (907)745"566: fax (907)746-4586; email hulbeil@alaska.net

January 2, 2006

Via email
Rep. Carl Gatto
Rep_Carl_Gatto@ legis.state.ak.us

Rc: House Bill 307 "Creating the Knik River Public Use Area™

While I 'applaud the efforts of the diverse groups working towards an inclusive management plan
for the upper llnik River, | feel Rep. Stoltze’s current bill needs modification. It appears to
enshrine specific uses without regard for their needed evolution in the face of increased use.

Some historical perspective may help.

The only permanent residence in the area was the Ezi site at Swan Lake, a great subsistence
location where a fish trap or net across the creek easily captured all the salmon desired, moose
were available year round, with sheep and swans right there in the spring. In the late 1960’s, a
classmate on a BLM fire crew ran into Chief Billy Ezi near Burnt Butte and tried to explain that
setting fires to enhance moose browse was no longer permitted. Now, none of those subsistence

activities are allowed.

The first time 1fished on Jim Creek
was in the mid 1950’s. Loggers put
a bridge across in the woods to
access the eastern forest. 1don’t
think permits were needed then.
The bridge and road were soon
washed out by a larger than normal
Lake George breakup. We need
permits now to log, mine, or build
roads and bridges to get there.

It’s been over AOyears since Lake
George taught us the vagaries of

“normal hig water”. We might nol livi
Glenn or boating in what are now the Plant Material Center’s fields. We can’t count on the river

washing our trash away olTthe bar, but the notion might temper how we plan and build

1710 early |960°’s were lean times when the mines closed. On the last week of moose season, the
F.Iks club would collect unfilled moose tags from needy families, find a supercub and 6x6, and
head up the Knik. Dick was the pilot and dad was the designated shooter; nobody went hungry.
Woc can't do that anymore, and luckily, don't have to. We can’t build recreational or trapline
cabins wherever we want, either. Our winter scout camp could be revisited, but we’re too soft.

For the past 30 year., we hike up there in early April to see the swans. Sometimes, we could
sneak up on a flock near the mountain - their trumpeting echoing offthe rock amphitheater is


mailto:hulbeil@alaska.net
mailto:Rep_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us

unforgettable. Since roads and trails have increased access, the swans are more skitterish. We'll
probably have to keep our distance or use blinds if we want to preserve close encounters.

We try to take several canoe trips up Jim Creek each summer for fishing, birding, or hunting.
The stabilized portage is nice. It’s sometimes dangerous when a big airboat tries to pass in the
niuTow creek. Most travelers are considerate, but lack of etiquette will lead to increased

conflicts.

Yes, I’'ve yahooed all over and up to the glacier
in ATVs, trucks, boats, and planes. There are
problems. It’s hard to keep out of the water,
either because it’s in the way or just because.
Playing in the water makes a mess. Those ruts
and mud kicked up on the silty bar might be
gone next summer, and all we did was add dust
to the air and noise pollution. Our tracks in the
marsh, however, are long lasting scars and will
drive away critters wt love. Playing in the
clear water stirs up silt and Kills fish. Clearly,
we shouldn’t mess up the sensitive habitats.

Decades ago, off-road vehicles were less common and conflicts between them rare. Now, on a
single day a river trail may see hikers, skiers, snow machines, bicycles, horses, motorcycles, four
stroke ATVs, two stroke racers, tracked rigs, dune buggies, pickups, and monster trucks.
Compatible trail use may be prolonged with good manners and slow speed, but fatal conflicts are
inevitable. Off-trail racing and motocross activities on the river bar have no established
etiquette; the monster truck rodeo might not safely share space with the family 4 wheeler picnic.
Remote gravel pits and river bars foment teenage anarchy, fueled by booze, guns, and gasoline.
Prohibition didn’t work for us then, either, and we buried the unlucky. What worked best was
the landowner, whether pit owner, neighbor, local cop, or even road foreman, would simply
explain the rules of ownership - respect others, and don’t trash the place. When (hat didn’t work
the owner blocked access. It seems like we’re close to that now with the Knik River.

W hat’s missing is the sense of neighborhood ownership, understandable when the Knik L now
the closest uncontrolled free fire zone to Anchorage. Consequently, a public use area
management plan is appropriate. All of us are *he owners, and our grandkids too.

Over the past halfcentury we’ve drastically jrtailed our “traditional public use” rights and
privileges in using the river area; the resources have largely been preserved with more people
enjoying them as a result. Looking towards the next few decades, it’s clear wc can't keep all of
our current favorite uses and current trends without continuous modifications.

A trail may need 10 be abandoned or moved to protect a stream, and additional trails restricted in
some areas but encouraged in others. Certain vehicles may need to be restricted at different
times from sensitive areas, and other areas may be reserved for them. Roads, bridges, picnic



sites, and campgrounds will be built. Future management requirements can hardly be guessed at
now. Certainly, enforcement will be needed - a responsibility of ownership.

I've studied information and positions taken by the various interest groups, reviewed legislation
for similar areas, and suggest the following revisions for this bill:

Keep the area multi-use; do not favor one current use over another. Use the Nelchina
legislation as a model.
Do not limit the state’s ability to manage its resources by any appropriate means,
including management as a state park or with park rangers and managers.
Recognize critical, unique, and sensitive habitats for preservation, including natural and
scenic resources. This might mean limiting access and time for vehicles, boats, and
hikers.
Also, recognize less sensitive anas such as the river bars where off-trail riding and racing
may occur, but only if consistent with other uses, such as other users’ safety and nearby
residents’ rights to peace and safety.
Encourage compromise between user groups. None will be shut out, all have much to
lose and gain; cooperation will maximize benefits to all. Various groups have done much
to repair damage, remove trash, haul out burned vehicles, enhance habitat - thank them
all and encourage their continued involvement, because without them we won’t succeed.
Most importantly, take control. The real outrage is not about responsible use, but about
activities that are now illegal or obviously rude. These threaten all users and nearby
residents. Once the lawless free fire mentality is reigned in, sane management begins.

Thanks, and good luck in this session.



January 21, 2006

Representative Jay Ramras
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Ramras:

| am writing to request your help on House Bill 307 'An Act Creating the Kmk Rivor Public Area'
HB 307 was introduced last session by Representative Bill Stoltze Companion bill SB197 was
introduced by Senator Charlie Huggins. The bills were referred to the Resource and Financo

committees.

With several key amendments, this legislation can be an appropnate means to resolve problems
currently occurring on state lands in the Kmk River basin Without amendment*, HB 307 should
not pas*. Alternate legislation should also be considered with the focus on secunng daily
(seasonal) enforcement under a bailable offense system and directing DNR to establish a
collaborative planning group of citizens, users and agencies Enclosed please find the following

 Map of proposed Knik River Public Use Area
« Photographic documentation of values, problems and solutions
» History of research and public process for the Kmk River Area

« Amendments for House Bill 307, rf deliberated

 Comparative PUA statutes
« About the Knik River Watershed Group
¢ Comments, letters and resolutions

As Co-Chair of the House Resources Committee, we are confident that your leadership will result
in a good outcome for users and residents of the Kmk River area We support action that will

ensure desperately needed enforcement, healthy wildlife and scemc resources for our ch idren s
children to enjoy, peace of mind for rcarby residents and inclusion of all users Residents and

users stand ready to volunteer!
Thank you very much for your time

Respectfully,

/

Cecily Fntz, Chair
Kmk River Watershed Group

Enclosures
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Proposed Knik Public Uso Aroa



FUN IN THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED

Photographs dOrat property ot tho photographers and subyect loaa copyrght lana



LIFE IN THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED

R Howard

Photograph* are the property of tho photographer* nod subject to dn copynght laws



PROBLEMS IN THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED

Vandalism
Pollution Resource Impairment
Littering Wildlife Violations

Unsofe shooting No outhouses in high use areas

User/Resident conflicts Significant increase in use

Photographs are the property of the photographers and subject to all copyright laws
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PROBLEMS IN THE KNIK RIVER WATERSHED
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HB 307 and SB 197 (page 3 line 5) preserve all
existing motorized trails before planning and
evaluation for impacts on residents and resources,

With the amendments suggested by the Kmk River
Watershed Group, ORV use is ensured in Purposes

Item (1) and Incompatible Uses Item (d).

N Moore

Photographs aro the property of the photographers and subject to all copyright laws



SOLUTIONS

Photographs are the property of the photographers and subject to all copyright laws



KNIK RIVER WATERSHED
Twenty-five years of research and public process - Let's act now

Knik Arm Wetlands Study - 1981. (Alaska Biological Research for USF&W) Proposer! the Jim-
Swan area be an Area Meriting Special Attention noting high density use by ducks, year-round
moose concentrations and intensive black bear use. ‘Long term plans, however, will have to
indude temporal and spatial zoning practices which will reduce conflicts between recreational user

groups as well as between recreational users and wildlife.'

SouthCentral Recreation Action Plan - 1984. (Alaska Departments of Natural Resources and Fish
and Game for Governor Bill Sheffield). Identified Jim/Swan wetlands as ’critical importance for
habitat’ and wrote a senate bill establishing Jim/Swan Lakes State Recreation Area.

Susitna Area Plan - 1985. (DNR. F&G) “The Jim-Swan lakes area will be managed to provide a
variety of recreation, including hunting and fishing. Because of its high value for these uses, its
proximity to large population centers and its vulnerability to overuse and environmental
degradation, the Jim-Swan area should be designated by the legislature as a State Recreation

Area.’

Resource Assessment of the Knik Glacier Area - 1993. (USDA/SCS, Palmer Soil and Water
Conservation District, Mat-Su Resource Conservation & Development, Inc). “The area supports
healthy populations of moose. Dali sheep and black bear. Other large animals inhabiting the Knik
River drainage include mountain goats, wolves, coyotes, and brown bears. Wetlands in the Jim-
Swan Lake area are important habitat for spawning salmon, winter forage for moose, and as a
staging and breeding area for waterfowl. The south facing slopes on the northern side of the valley

are important lambing areas for Dali sheep.’

Ecological Review of the Lake George National Natural Landmark - 1996 [The Landmark contains
sections of Knik River/Jim-Swan region! (Alaska Natural Heritage Program, US Dept of Interior,
NPS, Alaska Natural Landmark Program). The program was established to identify, recognize and
encourage the preservation of the best remaining examples of the geological and biological
features composing the Nation's natural history. 'Human use levels need to be evaluated if the

NNL's ecological stability Is to be maintained’.

Cook Inlet mapping - 2002. (Coast Guard, Cook Inlet Spill Prevention and Response, Inc, Cook
Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council. NOAA, DNR. F&G ) Jim-Swan is sensitive as a waterfowl
concentration area and receives priority protection during oil spill planning and response

Aerial Swan Survey Data 1998-2004 (William A. Quirk, Biologist) 'For the earty arming and late
migrating trumpeter swans, the lakes in the Jim Creek area have a significant advantage over other
lakes in the Upper Cook Inlet Region." (Refers to comparative earliest ice out/latest freeze up ]

Cooperative Management Agreement - 2003 draft. (Reguested by Butte and South Kmk River
Community Councils). 'For the Purpose of Managing Public Lands for Multiple Uses in the Jim

Creek - Swan Lake - Knik River Area’

Asset Management Plan foi Borough Owned Land in ihe Butte Area-2004 Draft (Land Design
North) Designate ‘Jim end Mud Lake Primitive Area-work with DNR to designate the area as a

Special Use Area for summer nonmotorizod use_*

BLM Draft Rina of Fire RMP/FIS - 2005. Proposes the Knik River Special Recreation Management
Area to provide additional 'protection of resources, specifically wildlife and fisheries*.



State Of A I asS ka Frank M ukaOwski, Governor

550 West 7* Avc., Suite 1070
Department Of Natural Resources Anchorage, AK 99501
PHONE: (907) 269-8600

FAX: (907) 267-8904
. - EMAIL bobl@dnr.sutc tk.us
Division of Mining, Land and Water @ u u

April 21, 2005

Ben Mulligan
Legislative Assistant to Representative Stoltze
Juneau, AK

Dear Ben:

Thank you for the opportunity to review draft legislation for the Knik River Watershed. Wc do
have a couple of comments. Specifically, wc have three more substantial comments and then a

few technical comments.

Substantial Comments

Emphasis on off-road vehicles. 1 understand that Representative Stoltze wLncs to ensure
that state management maintains and enhances off-road vehicle opportunities. However, 1think
that the emphasis is stated in a manner that will be perceived as overly weighted toward ATV
use and even may create some legal problems. | think the perception of unbalance is created by
having off-road vehicle recreation named particularly in the Purpose section v rhout mentioning
most of the other uses. It can be solved by putting a general mention of othu ~scs.

The potential legal problem may be created similarly. By providing off-road vehicles in the
primary intent in subsection (1) and (3) of the intent “Purpose” Section, and then not mentioning
most other uses shrill be allowed until subsection (d) of die "Incompatible Use” Section, it
creates the impression that those other uses are allowed only if they arc compatible with the off-
road motorized vehicles. 1think that this impression will be controversial, and will constrain the
public discussions that occur. While | understand the emphasis on off-road vehicles, 1do not
think that this intent is what is required.

Subsection §180(1), Some suggested language that would replace 8180(1) is below. | hope this
language makes clear an emphasis on maintaining (and enhancing) off-road vehicles use, but
avoids some of the problems of intent in the current language. Either one of these might replace

subsection (1):
(1) Provide an area for the public to enjoy die full spectrum of public uses including

maintenance or enhancement of off-road vehicles opportunities

(1) Provide an area for the public to enjoy motorized and non-motorized uses of fish, wildlife
:tnd the land

DNR Comments



Alternatively, you couid have one subsection that talks about all the uses, and one subsection that
indicates, “provide for the maintenance or enhancement of opportunities for motorized and non-

motorized use of the area.”

Subsection $180(3). | would eliminate the words “through ofT-road vehicles recreation” and go
back to the Nclchina Public Use Area language of “including.” Note that off-road vehicles
haven’t been restricted in Nclchina. The lack of this language in Nclchina hasn’t created

problems.

Mention Planning Process. It would help the Department if the legislation mentioned a
planning process, as docs the Nclchina. | recommend that language be added to the Management

Section as follows:

§190(a). The commissioner isresponsible for the management of the surface and
subsurface estate within the Knik River Public Use Area consistent with the purposes of
AS 41.23.180. After adequate public hearings the commissioner may designate
incompatible uses consistent with 41.21.200 and shall adopt and may revise a
management plan for the Knik River Public Use Area.

Mention Education/Compliance. The Knik River area, more than most places in the
state, suffers from lack of field presence, education, and enforcement. All thejunk cars around
Jim l.akc arc the prime example. It’s such a big deal in this area, that one of the major issues
surrounding management ofthis area is how DNR will ensure compliance. | think it will help
DNR greatly in the ultimate management if the legislation mentions this. | do not advocate new
powers making DNR into police. Wc do, however, recommend that the following be added to

the end of §190(a) above:

fhc management plan shall address mechanisms to encourage and enforce compliance

with required provisions.

Technical Comments

Wc have a number of technical comments. Comments that we do not believe change the intent
of the legislation.

Page 2, line 19. §190(d). Wc recommend taking out the requirement to adopt regulations.
There arc lots ofregulations about wetlands now. It’s unclear that wc need more. The
management plan may provide education, move trails, etc. etc. It’s unclear that specific wetland
regulations are needed. 17ius. wc recommend that “shall udopt regulation providing for" be
replaced with "the management plan for the Knik Public Use Area shall provide mechanism
for”... ITiat way, if we need regs, we can do them. Ifwcdon’t, wc don't have lo.

Page 3,1incs 5-8. 8200(c). This section requires that existing off-road trails Ik maintained.
Some are probably not appropriate. Some may be in areas that encourage damage and should be
re-routed. Phis section would nol allow' DNR lo reroute the trails. Also, sometimes it is
appropriate to disperse off-rond use. In some locations it is typically appropriate to



accommodate it. The legislation should be silent about this level of detailed land management

decisions.

We recommend that the emphasis be on maintaining existing off-road opportunities, rather than
the exact trails. Specifically, wc recommend the subsection be written to say:

The commissioner shall maintenance or enhance off road motor vehicle opportunities in
the Knik Public Use Area, and shall endeavor to accommodate increased use of the
public use area.

Page 3, lines 9-. 2. 8200(f). The legislation should not restrict the DNR’s regulation of firearms
to these specific areas. Rather, it should restrict the regulation only to threats to public safety.
Currently, the subsection reads that the firearm use must be a threat to public safety and in areas
of hig public use. DNR, especially this Division has a history of very rarely regulating guns.
We just don't do it. But there are some areas, especially in the Knik Area where people are
shooting across the river into residential areas. This isn’ta high public use area, so it wouldn’t
quality. Therefore, we recommend that the subsection be changed as follows:

The commissioner may not restrict the use of weapons, including firearms, within the
Knik River Public Use Area except in-site&ofhigh pubba-usfrsuah-asqMOfHo areas; boat
raropsreampinfrgrouBSrand-parkinK-areas-wheft-for locations where the commissioner
determines that the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public safety.

If you really need to specify these areas, add “such as sites of frequent public use. picnic
areas”....at the end of the sentence. But wc don’t think its necessary.

Page I, lines 9-11. 8§180(2). The specification offish and wildlife should be broader. Wc
recommend the following minor change:

Protect and maintain fish and wildlife habitat including habitat for trumpeter swan
nesting areas, babitats-for-moose, Dali sheep, and brown bear and other-fish and wildlife
habitat so that traditional public use of fish and wildlife populations may continue;

Page 3, lines 13-14. 8§210. “Subject tr valid existing rights™ is the same concept in this situation
as “vacant and unappropriated. And unui the state receives title, it isn’t state-owned land or
water. Therefore, wc recommend the follow mg minor change:

Subject to valid existing rights, ami the receipt o f state title, the vacant and
unappropriated stale-owned lan and water and the state hind and water acquired....

Page 3. line 1-4. §20(Xd). Idon’tthink you mean this to be an all-inclusive list. There is
probabl) something left out. So, Iwould either duuigc the word “involving"” to “including”
(which means "including but not limited to") or 1 would have some general, “and other
recreational uses" at the end of the list.

I hanks. | hope this is helpful.
—Bob l.ocfflcr
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Alaska State Legislature

House Finance Committee B
Committee name

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

Committee on House Bill No. 307/Knlk River Public Use Area dated April 6. 2006 _

Bill/Snbject

| am Scott Wolfe, a South Knik River resldont

| ORPQSE HB307 but would support inetead, the creation of a State Recreation Area or Game Refuge
due to the high value of wildlife and fish habitat In such close proximity to Alaska's mam population center.

Jim Creek, the 2" largest sport fishery for silver salmon in South-Central Alaska, could be further at ri6k tf
even more use is ‘perpetuated and enhanced.*

The section in the bill on Management (Sec. 41.23.190) needs to specifically give the commissioner, not
only the responsibility, but also the funding and personnel for effective management to reach tho

objectives.

The section on Incompatible Uses (Sec 41.23.200) states that ‘Nothing...prohibits the Department of Fish
& Game from engaging in .* habrtat enhancement and rehabilitation projects. When, in fact, there are
two limitations (1.) Money and (2.) Personnel, both of which are stretched.

As wntton. the section on weapon restnctions. or lack thereof, does not allow the commissioner to even
address the widespread concerns of many local residents about excessive target shooting at all limes of
the day and night and the use of explosives (Page 3. Lines 3*5)

To some exlent, the commissioner should be able to restnct the type of weapons, regulate time of
discharge, and the type of shot used in and adjacent to wetland areas The federal government has
required waterfowl hunters to use steel shot for many, many years It's Ume for everyone else to be

responsible and accountable for his or her actions

| wish to rolterate | do NOT support the creation of a Public Use Area for this critical wildlife region

Thank you
Sismcd: Scott A.Wolfo o
Testifier
Stllf

Rcpresentm# (Ophonad)

20390 feast Birch Hill Drivo, Palmer. Alaska 99645
Addresi

(»Q7) 746-8009
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Alaska State Legislature

House Finance Committee
Committee name

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

April 6, 2006

Committee on Houso Bill No. 307/Knlk Raver Public Use Area daied
Bill/Subject

My name is Carrie Gray Wolfe. | am a South Knik River resident and wildllfo biologist.

| OPPOSE HB307 and the redraft.

Several supporters of this hill have told me to "Move If you don't like ‘it’...* How unfortunate that my personal
mrights’ as a local homeowner and recreational user are discounted by another. But. sadly enough, | do have
the option to leave if human disturbances continue to escalate. Yet. the swans, cranes, and many other bird
species do not have that option. The Knik River drainage is a unique, critical and histonc migration route. A
route used long before recreational activities became a favorite pa6timo. It is the first and last stopover on a

long r* *0 and from Pnnco William Sound. Birds migrate, rest. feed, mate, and nest In the Knik River

drainage.

The Jim Creok Basin, the wetlands within the proposed Public Use Area, has been designated as an
"Important Bird Area" of statewide significance and nominated for global significance Bird watching is a
multi-billion dollar business. Birders will travel to this aroa of significance but not if the critical habitat is further
destroyed by excessive target shooting and off-road vehicle use. Birds and fish, and therefore humans, are at
greater risk to lead poisoning from unwarranted target shooting. HB 307 grandfathers in existing trails, allows
tor motorized use in cntical nesting habitat, and promotes increased use before allowing managers to assess
the cunrent situation and recommend appropriate management plans This bill prohibits the restriction or
rugutatior. of destructive, incompatible uses before a management plan is even in

It is essential that adequate funding be designated for enforcement, education, enhancement, protection
infrastructure and maintenance. Iftne area is designated as a Public Use Area, are the State of Alaska and
tne local Butte residents burdened w.th these costs? | understand that a State Recreation Aroa under AS
<1.21 provides the means for o useMeo system to 6haro the costs foi cse services with all recreational

users

Thank you

Signed: _ T(GJS%ECirgtA Gray Wolfe
stir.

Rcprcurnutij; IOpnonsl)

2Q.3))0 East Birch Hill Drivo. Ptimor, Alaska 99646
Address
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Testimony re CS for Ilouse Bill No. 307, Finance Comm.
April 5, 2006

Mv name is Loren Karro. | live at 8 1/2 mile Knik River Road, within the
boundaries of the proposed Public Use Area, (RI6N, 4L, Sec 29 & 30) and my
property lies adjacent to DNR land along the river itself. | am a trapper, hiker,
hunter, guide, and former Alaska Outdoors Council member. I am in the upper
river about live days a week, accessing it by ATV, snowgo, foot, skis,
snowshoes or plane. |appreciate the efforts of the legislature in reviewing the
Knik River Public Use Area proposal. | know that something needs to be done
to protect the wildlife, habitat and scenic beauty, as well as the peace and safety
of the local residents and recreationalists. 1no longer feel sale accessing the
north side of the river, nor do I enjoy it in light of the trash, noise, illegal
activities and severe habitat degradation that | encounter. As recently as last
week, | was endangered by unsafe target shooting while running my trap line on
the South Knik River. And last fall right at dusk. 10 large-tired mud buster
trucks drove in a parade right through my property, having cut across the river
during low water and searching for a way out.

| believe that with some changes, the proposed bill can be a start to a better,
safer management of the Knik River watershed. |lowever, as written the bill
cannot work to protect the area from further damage, nor is there any guarantee
that resources will be available to educate the public and enforce applicable

laws and regulations.

Inwards this end. the management section of the bill (Sec. 41.23.19 (a)) should
spocilleally mandate that workshops he held, and that a citizen's advisory board
be created to ensure continued resident and user input. Also See. 41.23.200 (d)
(2) should be deleted. ()RV use is already ensured in two previous areas of the
bill (41.23.18 (3) and 41.23.20 (d) (1)). As written this section precludes any
effective rehabilitation of a good part of the north side banks and sand dune
areas, as well as wet lands along the river and the springs and drainages along
the upland Rippy trail. In some areas a single "trail” has spread out lo hundreds
of feel in width, as users sought to avoid already heavily rutted and flooded
tracks. At the very least, the wording might he changed to reeogni/e routes and
uses compatible with 41.23.180. such as “As compatible with the purposes
identified in 41.23.180, and in collaboration with ORV users, other
rccrcutionists and area residents, the commissioner shall preserve and
enhance important OKV access corridors.”



| am concerned as to how funding for education and enforcement would he
allotted under the present act. Because of this, and because | believe that users
should pay their share of the costs, | am not averse to changing the designation
the north Knik River area into a State Recreation Area. This seems lo be the
best tool to ensure that proper facilities, on site management and law
enforcement are provided. 1 don’t believe that this designation is necessary or
advisable for the south Knik River past the so called “man made lake” area
around | mile Knik River Road, beyond which the river is primarily bordered

by private land that restricts access.

As a MUA, the bill creates an area still in need of considerable enforcement
activity. The Palmer Trooper Post statistics show that the numbers of incidents
that resulted in a ease has increased f4S% between 2000 and 2005 Ihey have
recommended against a community patrol in the Butte area because of the
danger and the distance from the Palmer Trooper Post. Burning cars, unsafe
lirearm discharge, and drug activity control certainly seems to outshine the
problems of unsafe or unlawful camptires or motor vehicle usage, but control of
all of these are needed. 1or instance, during the Miller’s Reach lire, an
extremely dry season when most available public safety resources were lied up.
| twice called in to report illegal, large bonlires burning on the north side, in
both eases near timbered areas and not on safe sand bars. As the committee
vested with the responsibility for assessing and recommending the allotment of
financial resources. I am sure that you know the problems inherent in
guaranteeing that the funding for increased law enforcement activities is

available.

| appreciate your time and efforts al promoting the best possible bill to deal
with these problems. Ibis is a beautiful area, rich in wildlife and llora. which
many of us quietly enjoy from our windows .is well @5 in more energetic and
economically benelieial pursuits. While | enjoyed the sight ofa dozen extra
swans suddenly mewing over to “our” side’s swamp habitat last summer. | was
saddened to realize that they had been driven oul of the Jim (’reek area during

their nesting time.

| oren J Karro

26239 I: Buckshot I n
Palmer, Ak 99645
907-745-3712
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Testimony on cs HB 307
Finance Committee April 5, 2005

| appreciate the revisions that have already been made to HB 307. There
are still at least 3 more changes that | would encourage the committee to

consider.

1) It isvery important that a community advisory committee he
established to guide the management of the Public Use Area and
ensure that the residents concerns and needs are met

2) Historic trails and access routes should be maintained but the spider
web of trails created by ORVs and airboats in the wetlands and
sensitive areas need to be managed. The extent of these trails, as
seen from the air, is shocking Many of the trails go incircles or have
no apparent destination, The continued use of such trails compresses
the wetland vegetation, alters hydrology, creates new channels for
water movement and destroys plant cover. The cumulative effects of
these changes can ultimately have negative affects on habitat
Because of these concerns, Item 02 on page 3 should be deleted or at
the very least have the words" as compatible with purposes' inserted
into the text.

3) Since it is so important to manage activities in the Kmk River Basin in
an effort to protect the biologic values and the safety and quality of
life for the residents in the area, an adequate fiscal note needs to be
attached to this legislation. HB 307 needs funding to provide a
minimum of 2 on the ground enforcement personnel with citation
authority round the clock from April through October, sanitation
facilities, education and signage

Please give serious consideration to making these revisions

Thank you

(t) AU***

po Box 399
Palmer, AK 99645
907-745-1540
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I’m Cecily Fritz with the Knik River Watershed Group

In 1985. the Susitna Area Plan recognized the recreational and biologic values of the
Knik River Valley. Since then, use of the area and adjacent residential development have
exploded as has disagreement on how the area should he managed. Representative Stoltze
thanks to your willingness to wade into this issue, residents and users (and critters) are at
the cusp of realizing something great - something that will bring folks hack together and
take care of this awesome place. We ask this committee to consider a couple important

changes to 11B 307:

Page 3 Item I) 2 enshrines existing motorized use hampering management of complex
issues. For example, existing multiple access points and high use areas affect daily

quality of life for residents... and use is going up.

Meanwhile, along the upland trail many springs feed the wetlands and it is seasonally soft
and easily disturbed. Fast Sunday swans were present in open water near the trail. This is
where sheep and moose give birth, salmon spawn, and alpine, woodland and wetland
come together. Should this now motorized trail bordering the swamp be grandfathered
via legislation or is it deserving of thoughtful planning for perhaps motorized use
during the hunting and winter seasons? These examples illustrate why trail evaluation
belongs at the planning, not the legislative, level. Please lix the bill as follows:

Begin Fine 13 on page 3 with "As compatible with the purposes identified in
41.23.1X0...“ lhen. end the section after the word ’Area’on line 14. It is cleaner and
avoids the blanket acceptance of all trails/access points while highlighting the importance

of ORV access. It isa good compromise.

Ihen on page 2 line Xadd: “establish a citizens advisory group** to enhance resident

participation.

And we ask this committee to ensure adequate sustainable funding for comprehensive

planning and effective management. Fxpccl volunteer efforts to offset public
expenditures as folks from groups as diverse as Alaska Fxtreme Fouruheelers to Mat-Su

Birders continue to enthusiastically volunteer.

(hank vou all!
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| am Scott Wolfe, a South Knik River resident.

| OPPOSE HB307 but would support instead, the creation of a State Recreation Area or Game Refuge
due to the high value of wildlife and fish habitat in such close proximity to Alaska's main population center.

Jim Creek, the 2nt largest sport fishery tor silver salmon in South-Central Alaska, could be further at risk if
even more use is ‘perpetuated and enhanced.”

The section in the bill on Management (Sec. 41 23.190) needs to specifically give the commissioner, not
only the responsibility, but also the funding and personnel for effective management to reach the

objectives.

The section on Incompatible Uses (Sec. 41.23 200) states that ‘ Nothing...prohibits the Department of Fish
& Game from engaging in...* habitat enhancement and rehabilitation projects When, in fact, there are
two potential limitations (1.) Money and (2.) Personnel, both of which are stretched.

As written, the section on weapon restrictions, or lack thereof, does not allow the commissioner to even
address the widespread concerns of many local residents about excessive target shooting at all times of

the day and night, and the use of explosives (Page 3. Lines 3-5)

To some extent, the commissioner should be able to restrict the type of weapons, regulate time of
discharge, and the typo of shot used in and adjacent to wetland areas The federal government has
required waterfowl hunters to use steel shot for many, many years It's time for everyone else to be

responsible and accountable for his or her actions

I wish to reiterate. | do NOT support the creation of a Public Use Area for this critical wildlife region

Thank you.
Signed: JteflttA-WQI fe
Testifier
S IIf

Representing (Optional)

20390 East Blrch Hill Drive. Palmor, Alaska 99645
Address

(907) 746-6008
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My name is Carrie Gray Wolfe. | am a South Knik River resident and wildlife biologist.

| OPPOSE HB307 and the redratft.

Several supporters of this bill have told me to “Move if you don't like ‘it’...” How unfortunate that my personal
“rights" as a local homeowner and recreational user are discounted by another. But, sadly enough. | do have
the option to leave if human disturbances continue to escalate. Yet, the swans, cranes, and many other bird
species do not have that option. The Knik River drainage is a unique, critical and historic migration route. A
route used long before recreational activities became a favorite pastime. It is the first and last stopover on a
long migration to and from Prince William Sound. Birds migrate, rest, feed, mate, and nest in the Knik River

drainage.

The Jim Creek Basin, the wetlands within the proposed Public Use Area, has been designated as an
"Important Bird Area" of statewide significance and nominated for global significance. Bird watching is a
multi-billion dollar business. Birders will travel to this area of significance but not if the critical habitat is further
destroyed by excessive target shooting and off-road vehicle use. Birds and fish, and therefore humans, are at
greater risk to lead poisoning from unwarranted target shooting HB 307 grandfathers in existing trails, allows
for motorized use in critical nesting habitat, and promotes increased use before allowing managers to assess
the current situation and recommend appropriate management plans This bill prohibits the restriction or
regulation of destructive, incompatible jses before a management plan is even in place

It is essential that adequate funding be designated for enforcement, education, enhancement, protection,
infrastructure, and maintenance If the area is designated as a Public Use Area, are the State of Alaska and
the local Butte residents burdened with these costs? | understand that a State Recreation Area under AS
4121 provides the means for a user-fee system to share the costs for these services with all recreational

users.

Thank you

Testifier

rtf

Representing (Optional)

20390 East Birch Hill Drivo. Palmor, Alaska 99645
Address

(907)746-8008



Testimony:
House Bill 365

Chairman and Members of the committee: | am Sarali Welton President of the Mat Su
Borough School Board. | appreciate the opportunity to speak with you. The Mat Su borough
IS growing, we are the fastest growing area of the state. It is projected that we will have 584
new students for the next school year. That equals a whole elementary school.

The school board is appreciative of the money that is being allocated for education. We do
thank you for all of your considerations. There are concerns for more financial impacts upon

this community as well as the other districts in the state.

Municipal revenue sharing is requested by the school district for our borough government.
These additional funds would help in providing for many local needs for the fastest growing
area in the state. Any additional funds would positively impact the ability for the borough to
help meet its obligation for local funding of the schools.

As for the school district, it has put in measures to reduce consumption of energy and is
seeing very positive results, at the same time the costs have risen dramatically. The district
has out-sourccd a portion of its work force starting next year to reduce costs of personnel and
supplies. Other cost savings measures are being considered including reducing administrative
staffing although the district’s central administration is one of the leanest in the state,
averaging over the last few years 4% of the total budget.

The Trs and Pcrs impact is staggering. The district’s obligation has risen to S4 million which
Is approximately the cost of 80 teachers with salaries and benefits. These 80 teachers could
be teaching 25 students per classroom, each, which then translates into 2000 students. Wc¢
expect 16,000+ students in our district next year. Wc know that smaller class sizes
especially, in the early grades is the key to better education. Wc know that our students in the

high schools need to have more class selections, such as foreign languages, to broaden their
educational knowledge base. Wc nave a need to increase our vocational technical education

programs as well as our advanced placement options and opportunities for our students to
take college courses.

Materials and supplies have been cut to the bone, and, while we have talented people who
can teach with little support, there comes a point when some books arc needed as well as

visual aids like maps and charts, supplies, and new technology.
Other impacts upon our district arc the issues of special education intensive funding, which,

if the district loses its appeal of the audit, translates into approximately 5.8 Million dollars.
This is lost revenue for the district that had been counted upon in the preparation of our

budget.

Thank you for attention today and | am looking forward to meeting with many of you in
Juneau later this month.





