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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  FO R  I ID 291 
By: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  N o rm a n  R o k e b e rg

T itle :  A n  Act re la t in g  to re le a se  o f  in fo rm a t io n  in  in d iv id u a l  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t io n  
re c o rd s  for co m m erc ia l  p u rp o s e s ;  a n d  p r o v id in g  fo r  an  e f fec t iv e  d a te .

T o d a y ,  the re  is a g a p  in the W o rk e rs '  C o m p e n sa t io n  Act tha t o p e n s  u p  a p o r ta l  into the 
p r iv ac y  o f  in ju red  w o rk e rs  w h o  h a v e  filed a c la im  w ith  the  D iv is ion  o f  W o rk e rs '  
C o m p e n sa t io n .  M ouse Bill 291 seeks  lo close th is o p e n in g  to p re v e n t  the  " m in in g "  of 
d iv is ion  reco rd s  for com m ercia l  p u rp o s e s  su ch  as  in v e s tm e n t  so lic i ta t ions  a n d  creeliI 
agencies.

C u rre n t ly ,  the W o rk e rs ’ C o m p e n sa t io n  Act m a k es  it a m is d e m e a n o r  to solicit 
e m p lo y m e n t  fo r  a law y er  o r  oneself” re g a rd in g  a c o m p e n sa t io n  c la im  [AS 23.30.2(70(2)]. 
A lth o u g h  that s ta tu te  p ro h ib i ts  certa in  so lic ita tion  activ ities , it d o e s  no t  c learly  p ro v id e  
the  d iv is ion  w ith  the a u th o r i ty  to dec line  to p ro d u c e  in fo rm a tio n  for com m erc ia l  
en d e a v o rs .  I lo u s  Bill 291 will clarify  th e  d iv is io n 's  ab ility  to re fu se  to ass is t in illegal 
c o n d u c t  a n d  p ro v id e  g u id a n c e  to  d iv is ion  conduc t .

I IB 291 is no t  in te n d e d  to p ro h ib i t  d isc lo su re  o f  p u b l ic  reco rd  in fo rm a tio n  re g a rd in g  a 
specif ic  c la im  to a n e w s p a p e r  rep o i te r ,  an  in su re r  seek in g  the  n a m e s  o f  e m p lo y e r s  w h o  
a re  u n in s u re d  for p u rp o s e s  o f  so lic iting  co n trac ts  to p r o v id e  w o rk e r s '  c o m p e n sa t io n  
in su ran ce  (as these  e m p lo y e r  co v erag e  s ta tu s  is no t in respect of a claim). N o r  w o u ld  it 
p ro h ib i t  an  in v e s t ig a to r  lo r  a law  firm  re p re se n t in g  an  in ju red  w o rk e r  a sk in g ,  p u r s u a n t  
lo a valid  d isco v e ry  o rd e r  o r  o th e r  a u th o r iz e d  d isco v ery  process ,  for in fo rm ation  
re g a rd in g  o th e r  c la im s that a re  re levan t to .in o n -g o in g  c la im  o r  c o m p e n sa t io n .  This 
p ro v is io n  d o e s  no t a l te r  o th e r  subsec tions  p ro v id in g  that m ed ica l a n d  vocational 
r e e m p lo y m e n t  reco rd s  in a c la im  a»e no t pub lic  records .

In an  ago  w h e re  in fo rm atio n  is k ing  a n d  p r iv ac y  flee ting . M ouse Bill 291 c loses an  
in fo rm atio n  loop -ho le  to p ro tec t the p r iv ac y  of A la sk a 's  in ju red  w o rk e rs .



April 15, 2005

S e n a to r C on  B unde , C ha ir,
S e n a te  L a b o r & C o m m e rce  C o m m itte e  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C a p ito l (M S 3 10 0 )
J u n e a u , A la ska  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r S e n a to r B unde  and  C o m m itte e  M em bers ,

M y n a m e  is H yo  R. K im  and  I h ave  been an A laska  re s id e n t fo r o v e r 27  ye a rs . 
A p p ro x im a te ly  5 m o n th s  aao , I re ce ived  a le tte r from  an o u t o f s ta te  a tto rn e y  th a t 
so m e h o w  le a rned  o f an  in ju ry  I had  a t w ork . He ind ica ted  in h is le tte r th a t if I 
c o n ta c te d  his firm , the y  co u ld  p o s s ib ly  ge t m e m ore m o n e y  fo r m y in ju ry.

I ca lle d  the  a tto rn e y  to  find o u t w h a t th is  w .is  abou t and h ow  he had a c c e s s  to m y 
p e rso n a l in fo rm a tion . D u rin g  o u r co n ve rsa tio n , the  a tto rn e y  asked  m e m a n y  
q u e s tio n s  a b o u t how  I w a s  in ju re d , w h a t the  in ju ry  w as, e tc. A fte r  ta lk ing , the  
a tto rn e y  in d ica te d  tha t he cou ld  n o t d o  a ny th in g  fo r m e s in ce  the  in ju ry  w a s  n o t 
su b s ta n tia l. I g o t the fe e lin g  he th o u g h t th e re  w as no t e n o u g h  m o n ey  fo r  h im  to  get 
in vo lved .

I a ske d  h im  how  he w a s  ab le  to g e t m y  pe rson a l in fo rm a tion  and  he  b a s ic a lly  sa id  
he had h is  so u rces  in th e  S ta te  o f  A la ska . T h is  rea lly  b o th e re d  m e s ince  I re a lly  
d o n 't  w a n t peo p le  o th e r th a n  th o s e  tha t I app ro ve  o f hav ing  access  to m y p e rson a l 
and  p riva te  in fo rm a tion  T h is  e s p e c ia lly  conce rn s  m e the  m o s t now  tha t th e re  a re  so 
m a n y  c a se s  in the n ew s  o f id e n tity  th e ft and fraud.

A fte r  d is c u s s in g  w ith  m y  fr ie n d s  the  co nve rsa tio n  I had w ith  th is  a tto rn e y , I le a rned  
th a t he  m o s t like ly  g o t m y  p e rso n a l in fo rm a tion  from  the  W o rk e rs  C o m p e n s a tio n  
B oa rd  and  the  A la ska  D e p t, o f Labo r. If th is  is the case , it irr ita te s  m e a lo t as  I do 
not w a n t p e o p le  to h ave  a c c e s s  to  m y  p riva te  in fo rm a tion  and I a ssum ed  th a t w h a t I 
filled  o u t on  the  A la ska  W o rk e rs  C o m p e n sa tio n  fo rm s w a s  co n fid e n tia l.

I a m  ve ry  su rp rise d  the  S ta te  o f A la ska  w ou ld  a llow  th is in fo rm a tio n  to be  re le ase d  
a b o u t its  re s id en ts . M y in in ry  is m y  p riva te  conce rn  and  shou ld  o n ly  in vo lve  m e, m y 
e m p lo y e r, m y  doc to r, m y  fa m ily  and  no t an  o u t o f s ta te  a tto rn e y . I ask  yo u  to  p lease  
take  the  a p p ro p ria te  s te p s  to m a ke  su re  th is  does  not h a p p e n  a ga in  in the  fu tu re .

S in ce re ly ,

H yo  K . K im  
P .O . B ox  705 
P e te rs b u rg , A la ska  9 9 8 3 3



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  F is c a l N o te  N u m b e r: _______________
2 0 0 5  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  B ill V e rs io n : HB291-DQ LW D-W C-04-29-05

( )  P u b lish  D a te : _______________

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):__________________________Department: Labor and W orkforce Development
Title: W orkers' Com pensation Records______________ RDU: W orkers' Compensation___________
_______________________________________________________________ Component: W orkers' Com pensation___________
Sponsor: House Rules___________________________________ _________________________________________________
Requester: House Finance_________________________________Component Number: 344

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

r

\
)

TOTAL OPERATING oCtb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
i

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES
T"

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 1

FUND SOURCE ( \ J  (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF X'. '
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mcntal Health X  
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

___________

\ j

TO TA Lv 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2005J cost:
Mark this box (X) if funding TorJhis bill is included

POSITIONS x

None
nor's FY 200G budget proposal:n th e  Govcr

. .  j

Full-time
Part-time J
Temporary

ANALYSIS: [Att.ich n au/iainto pago it necvssaty)
This bill would prevent tho division from compiling or providing information about individual workers' 
compensation Hies for commercial use. There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the department as a result 
of this legislation.

Prepared by: Paul F. Llsanklu. Director___________________________________  Phono: 4G5-C059
Division: W orkors' Com pensation_____________________________________  Dale/Timo: 4/29/05 9:52 AM

Approved by Grog O'Clarny. Com m issioner  Date 4/29/2005
Agency: Departm ent of Labor and W orkforce Development___________
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