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Leller of Intent
House Finance Committee
CS 11B 105 (FIN) Medicaid for Adult Dental
Adopted April 6, 2006

By adopting this bill, it is the intent of the House Finance Committee to increase adult dental care
services for an eligible recipient of Medicaid under AS 47.07 to ensure that services critical to a
recipient arc implemented first, while controlling the overall growth of the costs of the increase in

services.

It is the intent of the llouse Finance Committee that the Department of Health and Social Services
implement the increase in adult dental care services authorized In 11B 105 by adopting
regulations consistent with the department's obligation to contain the costs of increased services

in order to provide these services within appropriation limits.

It is also the intent of the | louse Finance Committee that the department implement measures to
contain costs, which may include, but are not limited to, establishing the scope of services that arc

eligible for payment of preventative and res'orative dental care for eligible recipients.

Representative Mike Chenault

Representative Kevin Meyer
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee

Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
21(16 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:
() Publish Date: i-IB1Q5CS(FIN)-DHSS-DHCS-04-0G-0G
Revision Ddle/Tine* (Note if correction): DepL Affected: Health & Social Services
Title poDLT DENTAL COVERAGE UNDER RDU Health Care Service

Component Medicaid Services

Sponsor (RLS) BY REQUEST OF THE

GOVERNOR

Requester HOUSE (FIN) Component No. 2077
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Nole' Amounts do nol include inflation unless otherwise noled below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2 | FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 2.633 0 10.292.0 10.133.8
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 2,033.0 10.292.0 10,133.8 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |
CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands ¢ Dollars|
1002 Federal Receipts 1.988 3 7,557.8 7.323.8
1003 GF Match 219.7 t,309.2 1.385.0
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health
109; MHTAAR 425 0 1.425.0 1.425.0
Dther(Specify Tvpe-do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 2,033.0! 10.292,0 10.133.8 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY200G) c o s t:
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: [

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time 1
Temporary | |
ANALYSIS: (Attacn a f jgo if nbcLSinry)

Historically Medicaid Dental Benefits fur recipients 21 years or older, have been limited to
immediate relief of pain and acute infection. Routine preventive or restorative serviees have

nol been covered.

Under tins bill. Dental Benefits for Adults would be expanded to include preventive and
resorative care up to a cap ol $1.150 per person annually. Examples of services that could he
pio\ ided at that level are: one exam, 4 biicwine radiographs, cleaning and about S lesiuraiions
oi extractions, or: one exam and an upper or lower full denture.

i this bill has a sunset clause in FY2009. (cont. on page 21

Preiumd by Sh'Tiy HP SpiT.ial Assistant Phone aha-1CU'
Division Cill'Ct- a the Cu'iim-i'.Mtirio’ Dale 7i n 04 (T Cfiiir,
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It is estimated that approximately 41,000 individuals would be eligible for the expanded Medicaid Dental Benefits,
including adults with disabilities and seniors. Not all eligible individuals will seek dental benefits, and those that do will

utilize services at varying rales.

Of the 41,000 eligible persons, abou* 25% are . laska Native and 28% arc Mental Health Trust clients. Fifty percent of
the eligible Alaska Natives would utilize the service from the outset as most are already connected with tribal dental
programs and have good access to care. About 35% of the Mental Health Trust clients arc expected to access dental care
initially given that the Trust and grantee programs serving these clients will advocate for them and assist clients in getting
appointments. Participation in the program by non-Native, non-Trust adults will ramp up slowly with 15% of eligible
persons utilizing the service in the firsi year, 25% in the second year, and 35% in the third year, Overall there will be an
estimated 12.000 participants in the first year (29% of eligible adults), 14,000 in the second year (34%), and 15,800 in the

third year (30%).

Based on the assumptions below on utilization of dental oenefils, the weighted average benefit for a full fiscal year is
about S730 per recipient. Of adult recipients that access dental care it is estimated that:

¢ 15% will receive up to $250 in benefits
0  25% will receive up to S500 in benefits

0 25% will receive up to $750 in benefits

o 20" ( will receive up to $1,000 in benefits

e 15*owill receive the maximum SI, 150 in benefits.

These utilization rales are based on provider capacity (the extent of dental access through tribal and community health
center dental programs, and the extent of private dental participation in the Medicaid program) Because of the limited
number of dentists and available appointments for new clients, some adults will only be able to get in to see the dentist
once or twice in a year. Treatment needs also affect utilization rates (nol all eligible individuals will seek dental benefits,

and those that do will utilize services at varying rales.)

It is anticipated that the program will be operational the last quaiter of FY07 so costs ii that year are 25% of the full
year’s costs and adjusted 20% higher to allow for pent up demand. A 3% growth in utilization is included in FY08 A
FYO09 lo reflect possible increases in eligible adults aud'or an increased percentage of adults accessing the dental services
in (he first few yeans. Adults on the program for sevei.il years would eventually have their majoi treatment needs met
and nittv c to a "maintenance" level of care (e.g., iodine exam and cleanings but less restorative needs and less denial

emergencies).

It is anticipated thui this service expansion will reduce dental emergency services; however there will always be ad.ills
who avoid the dentist until there is an acute need Because the service would not be implemented until the 4th uuari. r of
FYO07, claims for emergency dental services will likely remain the same in FY07. In the second year emergency denial
so vices would be reduced 25%, or about $500.0. It. the third year emergency dental services would be 50% of current
costs, oi about SI ,000 0

Factoring in iluise individuals who are eligible for 100% federal reimbursement, the federal contribution (through FY
200%) will ctivei approximately ’,2-7ti% of the cost

I'otw 2 ul'2
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 105( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

SpimsoWs): HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST Of THK GOVERNOR

ABILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Ad relating to coverage lor adult dental services under Medicaid: and providing
for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

| * Section I. The uncodified law of the State ot Alaska is amended by adding a new section
Il to read:

| PURPOSE; INTENT, (a) The purpose >} this Act is to increase adult dental care
Il services for an eligible recipient of Medicaid under AS 4" 07 to ensure that services critical to

| a recipient are implemented lust, while controlling the overall growth ot the costs ol the

Il increase in services.

I (hi It is the intent of the legislature that the Department of Health and Social Services

| implement the increase in adult dental care services authorized by this Act through the
adoption of regulations consistent with the department's obligation to contain the costs ol the

| increased services in order to provide the services within appropriation limits It is ttniiicr the

| intent of the legislature that the Department ot Health and Social Services implement

ool | SHIt 1051 1
A or'vr lor"mnj /i UTi-"1:] v BRACKETEDJ
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mechanisms lo contain costs, which may include establishing a maximum amount of benefits

for each eligible recipient in a fiscal year for the services and specifying the scope of the

services.
* Sec. 2. AS 47.07 is amended by adding a new section lo read:
Sec. 47.07.067. Payment for adult dental services, (a) The department shall
pay for preventative and restorative adult dental services provided under
AS 47.07.030(b) and under regulations adopted by the commissioner in conformity
with applicable federal requirements and this chapter. Regulations adopted under this
section must include the following:
(1) a maximum amount of benefits for preventative and restorative

adult dental services of $1,150 for each eligible recipient in a fiscal year; this

paragraph docs not apply to minimum treatment for the immediate relief of pain and

acute infection provided by a licensed dentist; and

(2) specification of the scope of coverage for preventative and
restorative adult dental services.

(b) As used in this section, "minimum treatment" means the application or
prescription of a medication or material deemed necessary bv the dentist for the
palliative treatment of pain or lot the reduction of the spread ol infection.

*Sec. 3. AS 47.07.900 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(2(0  "adult dental services" means minimum treatment for the
immediate relief 4 pain and acute infection provided by a licensed dentist.
*Scc. 4. AS 47.07.900i 1lis repealed.
*See. 5. AS 47.07.067. as added in sec. 2 ol this Act. is repealed June 30. 2009
* See. 6. The uncodified law of the Stale of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
read:
TRANSITION. REGI'LATIONS. The Department of Health and Social Services may
proceed to adopt regulations necessary to implement the changes made by this Act. lhe

regulations take effect undei AN 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Acti. but not before the

effective date of the statutory changes.
v See. 7. Section 3 ol this Act lakes effect July 1. 2009.
* See. S Section 6 of tins Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c),

CSIIB 15l t
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i, See. 9. Except as provided in secs. 7 and 8 ol this Act, this Act takes effect July 1 -006.

(Stilt 1051 »
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CS FOR HOUSE IHLU NO. 105( )
INTHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENnH'-FOURTI | LEGISLATURE - SEJ20ND SESSION
itY
Offend:
Referred:
S|nms(ir(s): HOUSE RULES C ITEE RViH/TI ES1 0Ol THE GOVERNOR

AHILI
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating  coverage for adult dental services under Medicaid™and providing
Cor an effective idate.”

H- IT ENACTED RV THE LEGISLA It RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section |. Tiic uncodifh n{ilv K rimendetl by addin;; a new section

TrrTcad: K1
- PURPOSE.-FNTLVF—mp-Tlu p»ip»ft>-.«i-titf - Ad- i”to increase adult dental cate

services for an eligible recipient ol Medicaid under AS 4 (.i7 to ensure that services critical to

a recipient are implemented first, while controlling the overall growth of the costs ol the

increase in services. _ AT
CtP"AWMS--

It is the intent ol the 4t*SKirtn7Trthai the Department ol Health and Social bServices

A :
implement the increase in adult dental care services authorized In mu .ci mirmipir-bft-

| <Le(of>TiAr~ _ _ o )
t tdt*pinsnt<~regu];Uion.s consistent with the department s obligation to contain the costs ol the

increased services 11 ordei to provide the services within appropriation limits. It is-tmthei the

intent r4-+nr— that the Department hi lh-ith -reni-Stv L.1I-Si. ar :* implement

(SI 155 |
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to contain costs, which max includ'ea\ establishing a maximum amount ol benefits
for each eligible recipient in a fiscal year for the scmces and specifying the scope of the
services.

3.-AS 47.074?amended by adding anew section tu reach
Sec. 47.07.(\V)7. Payment for adult dental services, (a) The department shall

pay for preventati\e and restoratixe adult dental services provided undpf
AS 47.07.030(b) and under regulations adopted by the commissioner in conformity

with applicable federal requirements and this chapter. Regulations adopted upuc. mis

section must include the foKowing:
(1) a maximum amount of benefits for preventative afid restorative

adult dental services of Sl.Ify for each eligible recipient in a/fiscal year; this
paragraph does not apply to minimum treatment for the immcdpnc relief of pain and
acute infection provided by a licensed dentist; and

(2) specification of \ic scope of courage for prexenialivce and

restorative adult dental services.
(b) As used in this section. "miniiVmnyfreatment” means the application or
prescription of a medication or material dc<vned necessary by the dentist for the

palliative treatment of pain or for the redu/uon o\the spread ol infection.
* See. 3. AS 47.07.d(K) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(20)  "adult dcntar services” mcaV minimum treatment for the
immediate relief’of pain and acu<c infection provided b\*a licensed dentist
Sec. 4. AS 47.07.d()0( 1»is repealed
* Sec. 5. AS 47.07.067. as aikxXfd m sec. 2 of this Act, is repealedVVunc 30. 2000.
" Sec. 6. The uncodified jmv ol the State ol Alaska is amended b\adding a new section to
read:
TRANSIL ICX REGULATIONS. The Department of Health anl( Social Services may
proceed to adorn/regulations necessary to implement the changes made by this Act. Ihe
regulations effect under AS44 <2 (Admmisiratixe Rrocedure Act), hut not before the

effective de of the statutory changes.
*Sec/7. Section 3 of tins Act takes effect July 1 2009.
* See. S. Section (of this Act takes effect immcdialelv under AS 0J.10.07()ui,

CSHIt i«5( i
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AMENID)MKNT

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE FINANCE
COMMITTEE
TO: CSHB 105

Page 2, line 6, following "for":

Insert: “minimum treatment and for"

Page 2, lines 11- 13, following "year;":
Delete "this paragraph does not apply lo minimum treatment for the immediate relief ol

pain and acute infection provided by a licensed dentist;"

Page 2. line 17
After “by"
Insert “a licensed"
Delete "the"

Page 2, line IS:
Delete "palliative treatment"

Insert "immediate relief"

Page 2. line IS
After "pain”
Delete "or for the reduction ol the"

Insert "and or reduce the"



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 105CS(HES)-DHSS-PUCS-01 -25-06
() Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note il correction): Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services

Title Q%%II_EAIID[I)ENTAL COVERAGE UNDER RD(j Health Care Services

Component Medicaid Services

(RLS) BY REQUEST OF THE
Sponsor GOVERNOR

Requester HOUSE (FIN) Component No 2077

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do no! include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FYy 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 Fy 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims 3,469 4 11,548.1 11.9125 11,0814 10.814.9 11.166.7

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 3,469.4 11,5481 119125 11,0814 10.814.9 11.1GC7

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES i
(CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 22851 76087 7.790.9 7.2125 7.0568 7.356.G
1003 GF Match 759.3 25114 2.696.6 2.818.9 3,056 1 3460.1
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health
1092 MHTAAR 4250 14250 1.425.0 10500 7000 3500
Dlher(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 3469.4 115431 119125 11,0814 108149  111GG7
Estimate of any current year (FY200G) cost:
Mark this box 2;() if funding for this Gill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (nitac/i ;i sufjjratuparjvif noomnry)

Historically Medicaid Dental Benefits for iccipients 21 years or older, have been limited to
immediate relief of pain and acute infection. Routine preventive or restorative sen iees have

not been covered.

Under this hill, Dental Benefits lor Adults would he expanded to include preventive and
rcsoraiive care up to a cap of S1.150 per person annually. Examples of services that could he
prov ided at that level are: one exam. 4 bitewiny ladiot'tuphs, cleaimie and about S icstorations
or extractions, ot; one exam and an upper ot lowct lull dentine.

con't on next pay;

Prvl arud by: jam i Clarke. Assistant C-immn.sr.-n-r Phono 465-1630
Division Finance arid M.in.inemont Cory,cos Dalu/Timp 0L24/2G0G
Approved tiy Karleon Jackson Commissiern-r Dalu 01,25 2006
Agency Dopndrnijnt of Horllh nnd SonnlSi-, is

Sei *: b I'aec 1ol 2
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STATE OF ALASKA HILL NO. HB105CS(HES)-DHSS-DHCS-01-25-06
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis C'on't

li is estimated that approximately 41,000 individuals would be eligible for the expanded Medicaid Dental Benefits,
including adults with disabilities and seniors. Not all eligible individuals will seek dental benefits, and those that do will
ulili-zc services at varying tates. Of the 41,000 eligible persons, 50% of Alaska Native adults and 35% ofnon-Nativc

adults are expected to access denial care - about 15,S01) indi\ iduals.

Based on the assumptions below on utilization ol dental benefits, the weighted average benefit for a full fiscal year is

about $73(1 pei recipient.

Of adult recipients that access dental care it is estimated that:
- 15%i will receive up to $250 in benefits
e 25%i will receive up to $500 in benefits
r 25% will receive up to $750 in benefits
20% will receive up to 51,000 in benefits
15% will receive the maximum $1,150 in benefits.

The SFYOX estimated expenditure for a full year <511,548, 11represents the costs for the 15,800 individuals projected to
icceive the additional benefit at an estimated weighted avenige cost ol $730.

these utili/.ilion rates aie based on plodder capacity (the extent ol dental access through tiibal and community health
center dental programs, and the extent of private dental participation in the Medicaid program) and treatment needs (not
all eligible individuals will seek dental benefits, ami those that do will utilize services at varying rates.)

Factoring in those individuals who are eligible for 100% federal reimbursement, the fedeial eoiitiibution (through FY

2012) will cover approximately 06’ o of il e Cw/s. State GF will constitute about 25°uand Mental Health Trust about u",

of the matching funds

It is untn.ipatcd that the pioeiam will | e operational the last ipaaiter of FY07 so costs in that sear ate calculated at
..ppiusir.i.itely 25", id | Yt'S costs ami. ljustcd higher to allot* t.u pent tip demand

A 5°=growth in utilization is included to tcllcct possible mcieascs in eligible adults and oi an increased |reieeniage u!
adults accessing the dental scrv tees. 1lus utilization is partially idIset by piojeeted lower expenses in FA10. FY 11 A
FY 12 under the assumption that adults on the program In several years would eventually have their mnjoi treatment
needs met and move to a "maintenance” level ol'iate (v.r , routine exam and cleanings but less restorative needs and less

dental emergencies).
It is anticipated that this scivjce expansion will reduce dental emergencies, however there will always be adults who

avoid the dentist until there is an acute need Because the .service would not be implemented until the 4th ijuartei of
FYI'7, claim for emergency dental .services will likely remain the same in FY07

I’ayc 20f2



STATE OF ALASKA FRANK H. MURKOWSKI

GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND P.0 BOX 110593
SOCIAL SERVICES JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0693

PHONE (907) 465-3250
FAX (907) 465-1398

Alaska Commission on Aging

February 7, 2005

The Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House H.E.S.S. Committee

State Capitol Room 108

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Re: HB 105, Adult Dental Services Medicaid Program

Dear Representative Wilson:

The members of the Alaska Commission on Aging would like to voice their
support for passage of the Governor's Medicaid for Adult Dental Services Bill,
HB 105. The Commission is charged with making recommendations to the
Governor and the Legislature with respect to legislation, regulations and
appropriations for programs and/or services that support the health and well-

being of older Alaskans.

While HB 105 proposes dental coverage for all adults who are Medicaid eligible
and not just for seniors, the Commission believes this bill will be particularly
helpful to our most needy and vulnerable older Alaskans who receive their
medical care through Medicaid services. There is extensive research which
shows a correlation between good dental health and longevity. Dental health
has also been linked to ovnall physical and emotional well-being. The
Governor's proposed bill would fill an important gap in Alaska's continuum of
care for older Alaskans as it will provide preventative care and one set of
dentures per year, which would add up to cost savings in the future.

The members of the Commission on Aging respectfully ask your consideration
and support for passage of HB105 and sufficient funding to ensure this program

is successful

Sincerely

Linda Gohl, Executive Director
Alaska Commission on Aging
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FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR
State of Alaska

P.O. Box 240249 « Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0249 < Phone: 907-269-8990 « Fax: 907-269-0995 >Toll Free 8u3-269-8990

February 10, 2005

The Honorable Representative Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Committee on Health, Education & Social Services
State Capital, Room 108

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Re: HB 105 Adult Dental Services

Dear Representative Wilson:

'Hie Governor’s Council on Disabilities & Special Education is in full support of HB 105
which will provide critical dental carc for adults through Medicaid. This bill will include
preventive and restorative dental services to a capped amount of $1,150 per year. Ti.is
legislation is among the top three legislative piiorities for the Council, which has long
advocated for dental coverage.

Adult individuals with developmental disabilities are among those currently not receiving
dental services. As most individuals with developmental disabilities are Medicaid
recipients, this service is currently unavailable to the majority of those the Council
represents. In addition, the limited amount of financial resources people with
developmental disabilities can earn and save, makes it very difficult to afford any dental

care.

Healthy teeth arc essential for proper nutrition and good general health, as well as for
employability and general appearance. Some individuals with developmental disabilities
take medications that complicate their dental health, so this population in particular, has a
high need for dental care. With the commitment ofa $5 million contribution from the
Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority over five years as well as the federal ni3tch, the
State is able to minimize its cost. Over time, the State’s investment, coupled with the
Trust funded donated denial and dental training programs, will significantly reduce the
cost for emergency dental services.

In summary’, the Council urges adoption of the Governor’s legislation to include adult
preventive dental coverage under Medicaid.

Sincerely,

Beth Edmands
Chair

Creating Change That Improves Vie Lives Of People With Disabilities
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TANANA CHIEFS' CONFFRIINCK
Health .Services Denial Clinic
Dr. l\_/IichaeI Kwasinski, Director

122 FirslAve.

Fairbanks, AK 9D701

(907) 452-8251 Fo*:459-3837
Toll Freein Alaska 1-800478-7822

10 February 2005

TO: Fairbanks Legislative Information
FROM: Dr. Michael Kwasinski, Director | CC Denial Clinic
RF.; Medicaid Adult Dental Services - HB 105

Medicaid adult denial services now only cover services for pain or acule infection, Many times
by He time a tooth hurts or is infected, it is too late to do anything but, extract the tooth. Once
individuals begin loosing their teeth self-sufficiency oAen becomes more of an obstacle,
particularly in the job market. Also, it is more difficult to eat a balanced diet, possibly leading to
other health problems. Only very soft foods are eaten; leaving out fruits and vegetables and

many times meat. Ibis is especially difficult with a subsistence diet.

ICC Denial Services supports the expansion ofadult dental services covered by Medicaid. 11B
105. Access lo dental exams, x-rays, fillings, and dentures would assist in preventing the loss of
teeth due to infection. Dental cleaning would prevent the loss of teeth due to periodontal disease.
Medicaid recipients would be belter able to maintain a healthy diet and keep an adequate
presentation of their smile, important to self-esteem and self-sufficiency in today's competitive

work force.

Please feel free to contact me at 907-1552-8251 x3207 for further clarification. Thank you.

CI/T i Ca>MtvdIlv- P P S
I)S-PH.9 iw i Cop
__ NrVision Our
[ enllliy People across Generations. TCC Health Servlces In partnershlp Wl|h |hose e

serve, promotes and enh ancess iritual, p c menl.tl

and emotlo Iw%| £ss thr educatlo revention
|veryo (%Jallty SEIVICES,
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N ational Founda
Dentistry for the
Handicapped
N F D H
MB=rA FHnmwnw ibn
of NIrKIMPT
ichmr HiNi, N>
RSB Aml?m Tsi Milt* Ryan Front!  Fred LevKon
g}? %’qh&rret Pexi 907 269-8096 Del,;  February 10,2005
D, P\ ROZ : :
Phe XM Phono; Peeea: Cover
R &ﬁ\uem Bej Testimony on HB 105 cC: [Click here and type name]
o> ;itho How> Committee on Education ana jggjfll jtc fltfl
m aVibi Ths Foundation of Dentistry for the Handicapped (FDH)
’VW) tufportt Hi 100 that would Increase dental sarvfoes for
mij Alaska’s Medicaid recipients. Since 1904, our organisation -
e With the Alaska Denial Society- hea provided dental care to
many Medicaid recipients who are disabled or elderly through a
HrSITA notworh of 77 dentists throughout Alaska who eech donate
treatment for one or two ouch Individuals each year through
fr’_‘g'*-é”w ootrn the Alaska Derated Dental Services (DO*) program.
i P Because of their ages or disabilities, these people cannot
%mm%m work or earn minimal Incomes end eannet afford dental care.
Lo M. M from Anchorage is one of the disabled and aged peepi»
ynidiA helped through the DOB program. This M ye*r-o*d man has
v;‘f‘;‘r,\ Ipinm struggled with three serious and persistent mental IlInesses for
AevKuw, 004 moat of his adult Wo- 9chi*caffectivo Disorder, Depression,
A\, PEA and Anxiety Disorder, Making his life even more difficult, he
ano is challenged with Olaucoma. M. M applied for help
because ha was aaporioncing constant pain and difficulty
rertiier aHewing due to the poor condition of hla teeth. His total
monthly Inooma from M1, Alaska Public Assistance, and a part
time Job is 4949, which Is barely enough to pay for his housing,
VFSWIHY g food, rrtedloatlort*, end transportation. Paying for costly dental
*msreea fre-si Oﬂit\v»<<ww i i
) o treatment was out of the question for him.
fetaf=* 5T . .
Through a oaring dentist who volunteers for the DD5
KK A program, Mr. M was refei.. *to a generous
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volunteer dentist who donated the care ha ao daiparatoly noodedi
several extractions, restorations, scaling, and a partial denture.

Since 1994, ever 1,000 people have applied for help through
the DOS program because they had no where else to turn for
needed care for seriously-neglected problems. Though some ara
not qualified for Medicaid becauaa their Ineome laa little too high
for eligibility, many others are Medicaid recipients who were
suffering because Medicaid has not paid for needed dental care.

Even if the state were to Inolude »uoh treatment in the public
aid program, many others would net qualify and we could still serve
some through the Paneled Dental Services program. Many others
who we cannot help and are ao vulnerable would benefit
enormously from tho passage of HD 105 ar i could get eare before
their problem* progressed to where Mr. M found himaeff needing
over £5,000 worth of treatment and suffering so much. We hope
the Legislature can pssa HB 105.
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A 4 R P Alaska

April 3, 2006

The Honorable Mike Chenault, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Capitol, Room 505

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

The Honorable Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Alaska Mate Capitol, Room 515
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HB 105 (Governor Murkowski)—Support

Dear Co-Chairs Chenault and Mcycr:

On behalf of the members of AARP in Alaska, wc encourage you and your colleagues on
the House Health, Education and Social Services Committee to support HB 105,
introduced by the House Rule* Committee at the request of Governor Murkowski.

Under Alaska’s current Medicaid program, the only dental coverage offered adult
beneficiaries is for emergency care. HB 105 would offer funding, albeit annually capped
at $1,150, which would begin to address preventive and restorative care. Currently, for
example, an older Alaskan on Medicaid who resides in a long term care facility and nerds
dentures would not be able to secure them under the program. Older persons v'ho have
dental problems, missing teeth, or are in need of dentures often have accompanying
nutrition problems. These nutrition problems can exacerbate other health issues and
create an overall deterioration in health status. W believe dental care is essential to
quality health care. Funding for dental care should be considered sensible prevention
with the long term possibility of saving Medicaid funds that would not be need to be
spent on more serious health care problems resulting from poor oral health status.

We urge an “AYE” vote on HB 105.

3001 CStreet, Sun* 1420 | Aichofage. AK 99503 | toll-Irer 0G6-;77-7447 1907-341-2270 fix | :oll free 8// 434-7598 TTY
Moiie F Smith. President | Willlnm D. Novelli, Chief Executive Officer | thWwvabrp.orss/alt
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Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586-
3637) or Patrick Lnoy, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Marie Darlin, Coordinator

AARP Capital City Task Force
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506
Juneau, AK 99801

586-3637 (voice)

463-3580 (fax)

CC:  Vice-Chair Bill Stoltze
Representative Richard Foster
Representative Mike Hawker
Representative Jim Holm
Representative Mike Kelly
Representative Brucc Weyhrauch
Representative Beth Kcrttula
Representative Reggie Joule
Representative Carl Moses
Governor Frank Murkowski
Commissioner Karlccn Jackson
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Louanne Christian

From: Rep. Kevin Meyer
Sent: WednesJay, April 05, 2006 10:33 AM

To: Louanne Christian
Subject: FW: Support of HB 105 - Medicaid for Adult Dental Services

Please add this lo members' packets for HB 105. Thank you!

From: Meredith Parham [mailtoanparhamf&akanhs.org]
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2006 8:51 AM

To: Rep. Kevin Meyer
Subject: Support of HB 105 - Medicaid for Adult Dental Services

Dear Rep. Meyer:

As a parent of an adult child with a dual diagnosis (mental health and development mental disabilities) who
receives Medicaid benefits, | urge your support of HB105 (Medicaid for Adult Dental Services). My daughter must
lake medications that leave her more vulnerable than the general public 'or ongoing dental/periodontal problems.
Her resources are qui.o limited, since she relies on her SSA, SSDI, and APA benefits for income (she has not yet
gained the skills to enable her to hold employment). Other than me, she has no relatives to assist her. Dental
care in Alaska is especially expensive and paying for the preventive dental care recommended by her dentist in

order to allay future major dental problems is a continuing problem.
Thank you.

Meredith Parham. Fxccutivc Assistant
Anchorage Neighborhood Housing Services
niporham@akanhs.org

Phone: (907) 677-8422

Fax: (907) 677-8452

n) 1'ns 1 X\v AM) mISTMS IHHWMMHIS HIM ISI'lin 111011, COM [HI SUM \\I> I'HOIIL.CII DI IWM niS< LHS 11 i)
U/7//I<Min. iaw il rocm< \oi nu:nesiaxAn.Di:i:cin v/K'/.vw/ \irroyii:oicv.isi ursroxsiiii.i. i on ni.i.ivi.uixa mis
amifoh US 17 vtimisis iSs.men yritommnn n yoiiiavi him i\td iiiisimmi ix i mioit. ru asi.immihimi.i rxomrnn
sisnniniY m.rtvimaii r e.-lammVv/ v//.>/»//./l aii corns or nu oiikusm immi.amiam MT\cu.ur\is mask roi
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Louanne Christian

From: Rebecca Simpson [Rebecca_Simpson@assetsinc.org]
Sent:  Wednesday, April 05, 2006 9:25 AM
To: Louanne Christian

Subject: HB105

Please list my letter as one asking the House ol Representatives to support HB 105. People with disabilities (who
happen to utilize Medicaid) do not have the financial means lo have regular preventative dental care, so they end
up losing their teeth and/or living with pain. At a minimum, people with disabilities or who happen to be poor, have
enough of a stigma to deal with in life...lack of dental care is another way people are treated with a lack of respect

and dignity.

Please pass the message for the Representatives to support HB 105 and give people a little bit of their dignity
back.

Sincerely,
Rebecca L. Simpson
voter
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Bristol Bav Area Health Corporation
' CHRTogiak
P.O. Box 211
Togiak, AK 99678
Phone:493-5185 Fax:493-5183 Email: Imreqoriowbbahc ore

April 5, 200G

TO: Representative Mike Chenault, House Finance Committee Co-Chair
House Finance Committee Members

FROM:
RE:

I am writing in support of House Bill 105/Senate Bill 79 to support 40,000 adults in our
state in need of continued Dental services through Medicaid. 1 work as a Community
Health Representative for my village and serve two other surrounding villages providing
health promotion education amc ig our people Many of our people often delay dcntal
care services until it gets so sevjre that teeth often have to be extracted. This makes it
difficult especially for our elders to enjoy some of our native foods such as dried fish and
meat. Continued and improved dental coverage under Medicaid would greatly enhance

the lives and welfare of our people.

1strongly urge you to support 1B 105/SB 79 and thank you for your consideration of my
Please include this letter in all committee member packets for the hearing.

Carmg senice uHth cufturafsennthity

TCTPC p.02
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907 262 3722

abha

Alaska Behavioral Health Association

April 5, 2006

Representative Meyer, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Fax:

907-465-3476

Dear Representative Meyer,

On behalf of our membership, | am writing to ask your support for HB 105 Medicaid for
Adult Dental Services for the following reasons.

Prevention m reduction In Medicaid expensas for adult emergency care.
Currently, Medicaid dental services are limited to expensive emergency care for

relief of pain and acute Infection only and often Include extraction of permanent
teeth. Lack of prevention leads to costly care and future emergencies.

Possible reduction In Madlcaid expense# for clients with chronic
diseases. Studies show links between oral health and other systemic/chronic
disease Including diabetes and cardiovascular disease.

Possible reduction in Medicaid expenses for children with poor birth
outcomes. Maternal periodontal disease Is linked with pre-term, low birth-
welght (PTLBW) births. One recent study Indicated women with periodontal
disease are 7.5 times more likely to have a PTLBW baby.

Annual maximum cap would control costs. An annual per adult cap ($1,150
per adult) encourages the dentist and dlent to discuss priorldes and treatment
options and allows Alaskans to receive a complete set of dentures over a two-

year period.

Thank you for consideration and support of this legislation.

In Health,

Stev*Vwm”
Executive Director

Albr« Brhtvk'm) fr<Uh Awocuiion T.O K*x 1G1GSoklotn*, AX UACO VQ7-2C2-972Z www*kbh*

P.OlI



:U2p Kathinka White 907-630-5022

ALASKA’S ORAL HEALTH NETWORK Hvnlllii Sintirs Ao\

STOP THE EPIDEMIC
...5upport HB1O0S

Oral disease Alaska's “silent epidemic"... Dental caries and periodontal disease are
infectious diseases...transmissible from parent to child, from spouse to spouse. Stop the
Epidemic...Support HB105. Improve Access to Dental Care for Adults.

ALASKA'S ORAL HEALTH NETWORK

903 West Noithcin Lights Hivd Phone 007 929 2722
Suite 200 Fa» 907 929 2734 .
Anch0f»3< AK 99503 E-mail dikalhwvi*ti lejiyahoo com Improving Access to

Dental Caro in Alaska
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Alaska Primary Care Association, Inc.
903 West Northern Lights, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone: (907) 929-2722
Fax: (907) 929-2734

Alaska Primary Care Association

Co-Chairs Chenault and Meyers and Members
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature

Juneau. Alaska 99801

Re: Support for 1B 105 Medicaid for AduJt Dental Services

April 5,2006

Dear Co-Chair Chenault, Co-Chair Meyers and Members of the House Finance Committee,

Alaska Primary Care Association (APCA) represents 24 health care organizations and 115
Community Health Center (CHC) sites and other safety net providers throughout Alaska. CHCs
are not-for-profit safety net providers and operate on very slim margins. The great majority of
our sites are located in rural and remote areas of the state where the need for better dental care
access is great. The passage of HB 105 Medicaid for Adult Dental Care would greatly benefit

our currently dentally undcrstrrved population.

We arc submitting this letter on behalf of our members to ask for your support for HB 105.
Please help provide increased acccsr and dental cure for our most vulnerable population by

passing this important piece of legislation.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.
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Alatki Primary Care Association, Inc.
903 Weat Northern Lights, Suite 200
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone: (907) 929-2722
Fax; (907) 929-2734

Alaska Primary Care Association
Board of Directors

RESOLUTION 2006-06

Title: Support of HB 105/ SB 79 Adult Dental Medicaid Enhancement

WHEREAS, the Alaska Primary Care Association (APCA) promotes access to dental carc for
all Alaskans, works to close disparity gaps in dentul health throughout Alaska, and supports

efforts which will improve overall dental health in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, a number of Alaskans that our member organizations arc entrusted to serve are
eligible for Medicaid and would be positively impacted by the passage of this legislation; and

WHEREAS, currently Medicaid only covers emergency dental services and docs not cover
preventative and restorative dental services; and

WHEREAS, these dental services currently covered by Medicaid arc limited to expensive
emergency care for relief of pain and acute infection only and often include extraction of

permanent teeth and expensive emergency travel; and

WHEREAS, many Alaskans eligible for Medicaid that our member organizations arc entrusted
to serve arc afflicted with an unusually high rate of dental disease which is not being properly
addressed partly due to the current level of Medicaid dental coverage; and

WHEREAS, the American Dental Association recommends adult preventive mid restorative
dental services be included in all stale Medicaid programs, and Community Health Centers and
other safety net providers share tin’s service expansion initiative and stand ready to implement

increased dental care to those most in need; and

WHEREAS, the APCA promotes overall health for all Alaskans and studies show links between
oral health and other systcmic/chronic disease including diabetes and cardiovascular disease,1
that maternal periodontal disease is linked with prc-lcrm, low birth-wcight (PT1.BW) hirihs with
one recent study indicating women with periodontal disease being 7.5 times more likely to have
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a PTLBW baby,2that cancer treatment and medications that reduce saliva flow can further
elevate risk for oral diseases,3and that raothcrs/caregivers with active dental decay increase risks
ofearty childhood caries in infants due to transmission of bacteria/

WHEREAS, recipients who receive rehabilitative dental treatment (including fillings,
extractions, and dentures) are “...twice as likely to receive favorable or neutral employment
outcomes as they were to receive unfavorable employment outcomes™5and this would have
positive impact on the general welfare and wellness of Alaskan communities; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Alaska Primary Care Association supports passage
of HB 105/ SB 79 Adult Dental Medicaid Enhancement and supports legitimate and appropriate
efforts necessary by its staff and members to ensure its passage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of APCA until it is
withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.

SUBMITTED BY: Shelley Hughes, APCA Policy Analyst

DONE AND DATED this | day of (TYi/S CJI" , In the year

signed by _

C/Joan Fisher, APCA Board President

10kcro. CA ct al., "Tooth Loss and Hear. Disease: findings hum the Bchaviotal Risk factor Surveillance System"
American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 2005.29:5 (supplement 1)
*LicfTS. Mured H, NlcKalg K ct al.. "Periodontitis and Preterm Low Birth Weight in Pregnant Women" Journal of
Penial Research. 2000;79(supp]emcntnl):608
" “Oral Health for Older Americans", Centers for Disease Control (2001), Retrieved Februa”® 13. 2006 &om:
miP - .cdc.gov/OralMe.ilth'fadshects adult oldcr.htm

LI Y ct al.“Characterization of Maternal Mutans Streptococci Transmission inan African American Population.”
Dental Clinics of Nurlh America 200?; 47(1) 87-101.

“Dental Treatment Highly effective in Helping Welfare Recipients Gain Employment". University ofColifomia -
Sin Francisco School of Dentistry, preif release, March 10, 2004.
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Louanne Christian

From: idah [idah@awrconline.org]
Sent: Friday. April 07. 2006 12:37 PM
To: Rep. Kevin Meyer

Cc: Louanne Christian

Subject: HB 105 and SB 79 Please include this in all committee member packets.

Dear Representative Kevin Meyer:
I am writing in support of HB 105 and SB 79, “Medicaid for Adult Dental Services."

As you know, prevention and restorative services are less costly than emergency services for dental care or any
other emergency services. Welfare recipients olten suffer from poor dental care, and are twice as likely to receive
favorable employment outcomes with healthy teeth and smiles. In addition, their overall health will also be
positively impacted with good dental hygiene. Many clients can't afford dental care or health care in general and
wait until the last moment to seek help merely because they can't afford the preventative and restorative care that

prevents emergency calls.

| believe Medicaid for Adult Dental Services will save the Slate funds that could be used lo address other
issues in the long term. | therefore, respectfully request your support for HB 105 and SB 79.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely.

Ida Hildebrand
Executive Director
AWRC

*l/7/2UUO
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