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Memorandum

Date: February 27, 2003

To: Senator John Cowdery
Chair, Senate Transportation Comm ittee

Fr: Senator Gary Stevens

Re: SB 83

I respectfully request a com m ittee hearing on SB 83, “An Act nam ing the Sven Haakanson Sr. 
Airport at Old Harbor” at your earliest convenience.

Thank you.

Best regards,
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SPO N SO R  ST A T E M E N T -SB  83

SB 83, "An Act nam ing the Sven Haakanson, Sr. Airport at Old H arbor.” will name the state 
airport in the City o f Old Harbor in memory o f Sven Haakanson, Sr., who passed away on 
November 23, 2002.

A lifelong resident o f Old Harbor, and community m ayor for 27 years, Sven Haakason was well 
known in Alaska. Sven also played a vital role in establishing corporations and associations that 
have become a familiar and im portant part of A laska’s corporate and nonprofit world. He was 
one of the founders of the Kodiak Area Native Association (KANA), Koniag Inc., and served on 
the boards o f several corporations and organizations on Kodiak Island. In 2002, Sven was 
nam ed the Elder of the Year by the Koniag Native Corporation.

Senate Bill S3, which is supported by the people of Old Harbor, will recognize a man who gave 
so much of his time and energy to the community. Passage of this bill will ensure that Sven 
Haakanson S r.’s memory will live on for generations lo come. I urge your support.
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In Memoriam

Sven Haakanson Sr.

The mem bers of the Twenty-third Alaska State Legislature jo in  the family and 
friends o f Sven Haakanson Sr. in honoring his life, and mourning his passu on 
Novem ber 23, 2002.

A lifelong resident o f O ld Harbor, Sven Haakanson is remembered fondly as a 
leader, organizer, dedicated family man, and a devout m em ber o f the Three Saints 
Orthodox Church. Among his many contributions to his com m unity were 27 years of 
service as Old H arbor’s mayor, the longest mayoral in Alaska history. In 2002, Sven was 
nam ed the E lder o f the Y ear by the Koniag Native Corporation.

Sven also played a vital role in establishing corporations and associations that 
have become a familiar and important part o f A laska’s corporate and nonprofit world. 
He was one o f the founders of the Kodiak Area Native Association (KANA), Koniag, and 
served on the boards o f several corporations and organizations on Kodiak Island.

Sven H aakanson’s fame extended well beyond Kodiak Island. He is known in 
W ashington, DC, Denmark, Norway, New York City, and many other parts of the United 
States by politicians, business magnates, film directors and entertainers. He appeared in a 
National G eographic television documentary and in a Finnish film .bout the Natives of 
Alaska.

Despite his renown, Sven treated everyone with respect and kindness, seeing the 
dignity in all people. He was especially watchful for children in need and he loved to 
pass along stories shared by elders in the village.

The members of the Twenty-third Alaska State Legislature would like to extend 
their condolences to the family members of the Haakanson family. Sven Haakanson Sr. 
is survived by his wife o f 41 years, Mary, daughters and their families, Phyllis and Glen 
Clough of Old Harbor, Leona and Kyle Crow of Kodiak, LaVerne and Tom Hutto of 
North Pole, W anda and G ary Price of Old Harbor, Beverly Haakanson and Noah Lake of 
Kodiak; son and daughter-in-law Sven Jr. and Balika Haakanson of Kodiak, son Allen 
Christiansen o f Old Harbor, numerous brothers, sisters, grandchildren, and nieces and 
nephews.
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SPO N SO R  ST A T E M E N T -SB  83

SB 83, "An Act naming the Sven Haakanson, Sr. A irport at Old H arbor.” will name the state 
airport in the City o f Old Harbor in memory o f Sven Haakanson, Sr., who passed away on 
Novem ber 23, 2002.

A lifelong resident o f Old Harbor, and com m unity m ayor for 27 years, Sven Haakason was well 
known in Alaska. Sven also played a vital role in establishing corporations and associations that 
have become a familiar and important part of A laska’s corporate and nonprofit world. He was 
one o f the founders of the Kodiak Area Native Association (KANA), Koniag Inc., and served on 
the boards o f several corporations and organizations on Kodiak Island. In 2002, Sven was 
named the Elder o f the Year by the Koniag Native Corporation.

Senate Bill S3, which is supported by the people o f Old Harbor, will recognize a man who gave 
so much of his time and energy to the com munity. Passage of this bill will ensure that Sven 
Haakanson S r.’s memory will live on for generations to come. I urge your support.


