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MEMORANDUM

D a t e :  F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  2 0 0 3

T o :  S e n a t o r  J o h n  C o v v d c r y ,  C h a i r m a n

S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m :  S e n a t o r  B e n  S t e v e n s  /£ $ *

R e :  H e a r i n g  R e q u e s t  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  7 1

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  71  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

C o m m i t t e e .  S e n a t e  B i l l  7 1 r e q u i r e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  e x p e n d  n o  m o r e  t h a n  1 0  p e r c e n t  o f  f e d e r a l - a i d  h i g h w a y  f u n d s  f o r  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o j e c t s .
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DATE: 2/18/03

Date of 5-Day Notice:

SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR 
First Committee of Referral •••'V

FURTHER: Finance

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE: _____(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

Transportation Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 71

SB 71 TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS 

"An Act relating to funding for transportation enhancement projects."

and recommends: 
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[ ] adopt previous _
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House Bill:
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[ ] technical title
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Committee

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):

Committee 
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Department Date Fiscal Zero FN#
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Alaska
Traiis & Recreational Access for Alaska

Program
H o w  m u c h  i s  j u s t  r i g h t ?  

A l a s k a  D O T & P F  

F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 0 3



Background on TRAAK
•  E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  p o l i c y  i n  1 9 9 5

•  E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  r e g u l a t i o n  i n  2 0 0 2

•  A p p r o x i m a t e s  t h e  T E  ( t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

e n h a n c e m e n t )  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n  f e d e r a l  l a w

9 T R A A K  g e n e r a l l y  i n c l u d e s :

-  T ra i ls
-  W a y s id e s  and  re s t s top s
-  In te rp re ta t iv e  fa c i li t ie s
-  L a n d s c a p in g  and  am en it ie s



Transportation Enhancement
R e q u i r e d  m i n i m u m  s p e n d i n g  l e v e l  ( 1 0 % )  i n  

F H W A  r u l e s

1 0 %  T E  r u l e  a p p l i e s  t o  o n e  f u n d i n g  

c a t e g o r y ,  S T P ,  n o t  t h e  e n t i r e  F H W A  

f u n d i n g  p r o g r a m

T E  s u b - c a t e g o r y  c r e a t e d  i n  1 9 9 1

T h e  S T P  c a t e g o r y  w a s  r e d u c e d  i n  1 9 9 7 ,  

t h u s  r e d u c i n g  T E  f u n d i n g  a l s o .



Federal Apportionments FFY 6 02

C M A Q

M G  

M G  E x e m p t

I n  F F Y  2 0 0 2  T E  =  2 . 5 %  o f  t o t a l  $ 3 0 2  M i l l i o n

F F Y  2003  and  2004  appo rtionm en t le v e ls  not yet know .

□  NHS
■  STP
□  MG-Special
□  MG Exempt
■  MG-Llmit 
P T E
D  CM^Q
□  IM



Public Interest in TRAAK
•  V e r y  s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  O f t e n  m o r e  p o p u l a r  t h a n  r o a d  p r o j e c t s .

•  O t h e r  b e n e f i t s :

-  S a f e t y  ( e x a m p l e  K a s i l o f  R i v e r  w a y s i d e )

-  T o u r i s m  ( w a y s i d e s ,  r e s t s  t o p s )

-  A i r  Q u a l i t y  ( u r b a n  t r a i l s )

-  P u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  r e c r e a t i o n  ( t r a i l s  a n d  w a y s i d e s )



vT -f , ;i. -V •- . «

Kasilof River Access Safety
Problem



TE Required vs0 Actual TRAAK
•  T E  M i n i m u m  •  T R A A K  P r o g r a m

•  ’ 9 8  $ 5 . 3  •  ’ 9 8  $ 1 7 . 3

•  ’ 9 9  $ 6 . 6  •  ’ 9 9  $ 2 5 . 9

•  ’ 0 0  $ 7 . 5  •  ’ 0 0  $ 2 8 . 4

•  ’ 0 1  $ 8 . 2  •  ’ 0 1  $ 2 8 . 0

•  ’ 0 2  $ 8 . 4  •  ’ 0 2  $ 2 8 . 4

•  ’ 0 3  $ 7 . 2  •  ’ 0 3  $ 3 0 . 2  Original

•  ’ 0 3  $ 2 2 . 0  A m e n d e d

D o l la r s  in  m i l l io n s .



TRAA K Nominations 
2004 and Beyond

C e n t r a l  R e g i o n * :  5 2  p r o j e c t s ,  $ 6 5 . 9  M

N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n :  7 5  p r o j e c t s ,  $ 5 6 . 7  M

S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n :  2 1  p r o j e c t s ,  $ 1 5 . 0  M  

T o t a l  b a c k l o g  =  $ 3 3 0  M i l l i o n

*  E x c lu d e s  A M A T S  as th e y  d o  n o t  n om in a te  to  the state lis t .



D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l - A i d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

F o r m u l a  F u n d s  P e r  1 7  A A C  0 5 . 1 5 5 - 2 0 0

AHS



Comparison to Other Needs
C o m m u n i t y  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b a c k l o g  =  $ 3 . 1 2  

B i l l i o n

R a t i o  o f  C T P  t o  T R A A K  ( n e e d  v s .  f u n d s )  

N e e d  - 9 : 1  

F u n d i n g - 4 : 1



Example of Pressing Highway 
Need Elsewhere

O n l y  r o a d  t o  L a k e  

a n d  P e n i n s u l a  

B o r o u g h ,  i n c l u d i n g  

6 v i l l a g e s .

I d e n t i f i e d  f r e i g h t  

s a v i n g s  o f  > $ 3  

m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y !

Negfected bridge, Chinkelyes Creek 
Williamsport-Pile Bay Road 
(Replaced by Bailey Bridge in 2002)



Conclusion
F u n d s  a p p l i e d  t o  T R A A K  p r o g r a m  a r e  n o t  

i n  b a l a n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  a l l o c a t i o n s :

-  T r e m e n d o u s  r e s e r v o i r  o f  u n m e t  r o a d s  n e e d s

-  N e w  r e s o u r c e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  a c c e s s  r o a d s  

p r o g r a m

-  S e v e r a l  m e g a  p r o j e c t s  n o w  b e i n g  a d v a n c e d

D e p a r t m e n t  i n t e n d s  t o  r e d u c e  T R A A K  

p r o g r a m  i n  2 0 0 4 - 2 0 0 6  S T I P ,  r e g a r d l e s s



Potential Impact to MPOs
R e d u c i n g  T R A A K  f u n d s  w i l l  n o t  i m p a c t  

M P O s  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  i f :

-  F u n d i n g  i s  a l l o c a t e d  t o  C T P  p r o g r a m

-  A l l o c a t i o n  t o  N H S  o r  A H S  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i s  

r e d u c t i o n  t o  M P O s

D e p a r t m e n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  r e a l l o c a t e  T R A A K  

t o  C T P
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SP O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  7 1 :  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  E n h a n c e m e n t  P r o j e c t s

F e d e r a l  l a w ,  T E A - 2 1 ,  a n d  i ts  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  1 S T E A ,  m a n d a t e  t h a t  s t a t e s  e x p e n d  a t  l e a s t  1 0 %  o f  f e d e r a l  

S u r f a c e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P r o g r a m  f u n d s  o n  e n h a n c e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t r a i l s  a n d  l a n d s c a p i n g .  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  e x p e n d e d  a m o u n t s  w e l l  b e y o n d  t h e  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  

e n h a n c e m e n t s  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  c o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  r o a d w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  

p r o j e c t s .  C S  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  71  d e c r e a s e s  t h e  a m o u n t s  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  T R A A K  p r o g r a m  a n d  o t h e r  

e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  t o  b e  in  l i n e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  f r e e  u p  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  t o  

b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r o a d w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  7 1  p r o p o s e s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ’s 

a l l o c a t i o n  o f  n o n - r e s t r i c t e d  f e d e r a l  a p p o r t i o n m e n t s  t o  p r o j e c t s  c l a s s i f i e d  u n d e r  t h e  T r a i l s  a n d  

R e c r e a t i o n a l  A c c e s s  P r o g r a m  ( T R A A K ) .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  D O T  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a l l o c a t e s  a t  

l e a s t  8 %  p e r c e n t  t o  T R A A K  p r o j e c t s ;  C S  f o r  S B  7 1  r e d u c e s  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  4 %  T h e  

b i l l  r e d i r e c t s  t h e  o t h e r  4 %  i n t o  t h e  D O T  a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  p r o j e c t s  c l a s s i f i e d  u n d e r  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P r o g r a m ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m ’s a l l o c a t i o n  t o  3 7 % .

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O r d e r  # 1 6 1  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in  1 9 9 6  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  T r a i l s  a n d  

R e c r e a t i o n a l  A c c e s s  f o r  A l a s k a  ( T R A A K )  p r o g r a m  t o  a d d r e s s  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s  t r a i l s ,  s c e n i c  h i g h w a y s ,  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i v e  f a c i l i t i e s .  F r o m  1 9 9 8  t o  2 0 0 3 ,  o v e r  $ 1 5 0  m i l l i o n  w a s  

a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  T R A A K  p r o j e c t s  w h i l e  t h e  f e d e r a l  m i n i m u m  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e n h a n c e m e n t  ( i .e .  

t r a i l s ,  l a n d s c a p i n g  s c e n i c  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n )  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w a s  $ 4 3  m i l l i o n ;  m o r e  t h a n  a  2 0 0 %  i n c r e a s e .  

T h e s e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  s e p a r a t e d  b i k e  p a t h s  o r  w a y s i d e s  t h a t  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  in  i n d i v i d u a l  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  in  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  s y s t e m  o r  

C o m m u n i t y  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P r o g r a m .

O n l y  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t h a t  i s  f e d e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  M u n i c i p a l  P l a n n i n g  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( M P O )  w o u l d  b e  

i m p a c t e d  b y  t h i s  s e c t i o n  ( b )  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  a r e  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s .  In  1 9 9 8 ,  t h e  

A n c h o r a g e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S o l u t i o n s  ( A M A T S )  a d o p t e d  a  p o l i c y  o f  p r o g r a m m i n g  

1 5 %  o f  i ts  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f u n d i n g  a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  e n h a n c e m e n t s .  T h e  t h r e e - y e a r  a v e r a g e  a t  1 5 %  f o r  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e n h a n c e m e n t s  f r o m  2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 2  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  a v e r a g e d  r o u g h l y  

$ 5 . 5  m i l l i o n .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  e x p e c t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  s h a r e  o f  T E A - 2 1  f e d e r a l -  

a i d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f u n d s  t o  i n c r e a s e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  S t a t e w i d e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m .  

W i t h  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  o v e r a l l  i n c r e a s e ,  1 0 %  o f  t h e  t h r e e - y e a r  a v e r a g e  o f  f e d e r a l - a i d  h i g h w a y  f u n d s  

a l l o c a t e d  t o  A M A T S  d u r i n g  2 0 0 4 - 0 6  w i l l  b e  r o u g h l y  $ 5 . 8  m i l l i o n ,  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  w h a t 1 w a s  

a l l o c a t e d  d u r i n g  2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 2 .



An Overview of TRAAK Accomplishments
N ovem ber 2002

Since it’s inception, the TRAAK program and Citizen’s Advisory Board have provided a forum for 
interagency cooperation and public participation in transportation, trail and outdoor recreation 
projects and programs administered by the State o f Alaska, and promoted the development of a 
statewide network of trails for recreation and transportation. Key participants in the TRAAK program 
include the Governor, the TRAAK Citizen’s Advisory Board, Alaska Department of Transportation 
& Public Facilities, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Alaska Department o f Fish & Game, 
Alaska Department o f Community & Economic Development, and most importantly, Alaska’s 
citizens.

The cooperative efforts o f the TRAAK team have made significant improvements in the quality of 
life and economy o f many Alaska communities by enhancing facilities enjoyed by Alaska residents 
and visitors through the following accomplishments:

♦ The addition o f over 170 miles o f new pathways for bicyclists, pedestrians, skiers and other users.
♦ Upgrades to more than 250 miles o f the National Highway System to include wide, paved 

shoulders ideal for long distance bicyclists.
♦ The construction o f sidewalks, boardwalks, pathways, pedestrian crossings, etc. in more than 40 

communities from Akutan to Yakutat.
♦ Waysides, rest areas, trailheads, and scenic overlooks have been constructed or improved on 

every major highway in the state.
♦ New and improved interpretive exhibits that tell o f Alaska’s native culture, fisheries, wildlife, 

geology and natural history.
♦ The connection o f more than 70 communities in Alaska with 3500 miles o f marked trails through 

the Winter Trail Marking projects funded through the flexible funding provisions o f 1STEA and 
TEA-21.

♦ Improved access throughout the state for those with disabilities.
♦ The development o f Alaska Recreational Trails Plan and designation o f the Alaska Trails System.
♦ The development o f SEAlrails, a regional trails system in Southeast Alaska.
♦ Support for the designation o f Scenic Byways in the state.
♦ The award o f  154 Recreational Trails grants totaling $2.4 million to local trail clubs, 

municipalities, and agencies for both motorized and non-motorized trail development, 
improvement and maintenance.

Many TRAAK projects have received state and national recognition for their design excellence and 
for their benefit to community or state. For example, the Haines Chilkat Bald Eagle Wayside and 
Trail projects received national recognition in 2000 from the American Association o f State Highway 
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and other organizations for supporting quality o f life 
projects. AASHTO Executive Director John Horsley, who gave the awards on behalf o f six 
transportation and environmental organizations, said, “These state transportation agencies understand 
the importance o f managing these programs to build better communities. We are proud o f  their 
accomplishments and encourage other states to take notice o f  their outstanding achievements.”



TRAAK Projects

The following highlights many o f the projects by type that were funded through the TRAAK Program 
between 1996 and 2002 that have improved the quality o f life for many Alaskans.

T rail M ark ing  & S ig n a g e
Mark and maintain the Kuskokwim 300 Trail.
Mark the Eureka Summit Trail in Eureka.
Install markers between Wasilla Lake and Lake Lucille.
Install signs and markers along Lake Louise trails.
Establish markers for trails in and out o f Kotlik.
Install interpretive signs for the Gruening State Historic Park in Juneau.
Install Gold Rush Centennial signs in Mat-Su.
Install northern region gold rush interpietive signs in Fairbanks.
Install markers along the Denali Highway Trail between Cantwell and Paxson.

P a th w a y s  & T ra ils
Construct and improve trails at Goldeneye Duck Pond in Fairbanks.
Improve trails to White Mountain east o f Nome.
Improve the Nancy Lake-Housion-Big Lake trails system.
Upgrade various trails in Homer including the Beluga Slough Trail.
Develop ski trails in the Golden Fin area o f Seward.
Construct trail improvements designed by area students in downtown Glennallen.
Improve and expand 29 miles o f  trails between Sand Point and the Rec. Cove Lake area.
Upgrade and sign trails in Tenakee Springs.
Construct a trailhead and footbridge for the Rabbit Creek Trail.
Develop alternative access for motorized recreational vehicles to the Upper Mineral Creek Valley 
near Valdez.
Improve recreational trails in Beaver.
Improve trail access at Halibut Cove and Point Bridget State Park in Southeast Alaska.
Upgr de the Otterbahn Trail in Seldovia.
Develop a waterfront trail in the Orca Inlet Recreational Wayside Area in Cordova.
Restore the historic Sunnahae Trail in Craig.
Improve trailhead at Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge near Fairbanks.
Restore the Summit Lake Trail on Kodiak Island.
Improve the Red Shirt Lake Trail.
Improve the Point MacKenzie/Little Su Trailhead.
Improve the Crooked Lake/Iron Dog Trail in the Mat-Su Borough.
Expand the Starrigavan Valley Trail in Sitka.
Improve the Front Road/Silver Salmon Lake Trail.
Construct pedestrian facilities in downtown Ketchikan.
Construct a separate pathway along Tongass Highway near Saxm^n.
Construct the Sawmill Creek Road scenic turnout in Sitka.
Construct a pathway, boardwalk and viewpoints along the Haines Highway in the Chilkat Bald 
Eagle Preserve. (2000 TEA Challenge Award for Excellence)
Rehabilitate Anchorage ski trails.
Complete the Kenny Lake pathway on the Edgerton Highway.
Construct two-miles o f M ails at Shuyak Island State Park on Kodiak Island.
Improve trails for subsistence and wood gathering near Fort Yukon.
Construct the Twin Bears Camp Overlook Trail.
Construct the Odiak Fond Boardwalk and Gazebo in Cordova.



♦ Construct a 48-mile snowmobile recreation trail in the Chena Hot Springs area
♦ Upgrade 80-miles o f trails in the Kachemak Bay trail system.
♦ Construct a pathway for students in Craig.
♦ Construct the Unity Trail between Kenai and Soldotna.
♦ Reroute and construct snowmobile trails in Hatcher Pass.
♦ Construct the Homer Spit pathway.
♦ Improve the Angel Rocks trail near Fairbanks.
♦ Improve 18-miles o f the Salcha trail system and construct a pedestrian bridge.
♦ improve the Montana Creek trail in Juneau.
♦ Improve the Spaulding Meadow trail in Juneau.
♦ Tonsina Creek Footbridge repairs and tidal trail improvements in Seward.
♦ Upgrade the Aurora Dog Mushers winter trail near Wasilla.
♦ Improve trailhead and trail facilities at Alpenglow Ski Area
♦ Improve the trailhead at the sled dog trail in Beach Lake Park in Anchorage.
♦ Improve trails within the Edmonds Lake Park in Anchorage.
♦ Construct trails at Isatquaq Lagoon in Anchorage.
♦ Improve access and repair the Lake Creek snowmobile trail in Juneau.
♦ Improve the Lower Lunch Falls Loop trail.
♦ Reconstruct portions o f the Thimbleberry Lake trail near Sitka.
♦ Reconstruct portions o f the Ruth Arcand Park trail.
♦ Construct trails at the Friends o f Eagle River Nature Center.
♦ Construct the Poopdeck trail in Homer.
♦ Construct the Eagle Beach trailhead and wayside in Juneau.
♦ Improve trails in Halibut Cove near Homer.
♦ Improve the Birch Hill trail in Fairbanks with lighting.
♦ Improve the Hay Flats trail in Palmer.
♦ Construct the Yakutat Rail Trail.
♦ Restore and upgrade the University o f Alaska Fairbanks trail system.
♦ Develop the Blueberry Hills Snowmachine trail in Juneau.
♦ Rebuild 1.5 miles o f trail in Ft. Abercrombie State Historical Park.
Mapping and E asem ent R ecording
♦ Record trail easements in the Matanuska Valley and Kenai Peninsula.
♦ Survey and map trails statewide.
♦ Develop maps and brochures for trails in the Chena Flood Control Project in Fairbanks, and the 

Lake Louise recreational trail system.
♦ Survey the Copper Basin 300 Historical Trail near Glennallen.
♦ Vacate and realign a portion o f the Iditarod Trail in the Mat-Su Borough.
♦ Trail right-of-way recording by DNR.
P edestrian  Bridges
♦ Tudor Road multi-purpose trail bridge
♦ Replace the Mill Loop Trail Bridge in Independence Mine State Historic Park.
♦ Construct pedestrian bridges at Mendenhall River, Little Willow Creek, Kaslnvitna River, and 

Sheep Creek.
♦ Construct three bridges for creek crossings in the Homer area.
W aysides
♦ Wrangell Petroglyphs Wayside in Wrangell
♦ Bird Point Wayside near Girdwood
♦ Totem Bight State Historic Park wayside in Ketchikan.
♦ Castle Hill Scenic Overlook in Sitka.
♦ Denali view scenic overlooks in Denali State Park.



♦ Kepler-Bradley Scenic Overlook in Mat-Su.
♦ Matanuska Glacier Overlook on the Glenn Highway
♦ Solstice Point and Yukon Crossing Wayside at Mile 57 o f the Dalton Highway
♦ Lake Aleknagik Wayside in Southwestern Alaska
♦ Tanana River Native Veteran's Memorial Bridge Wayside in Nenana
♦ Solstice Point and Yukon Crossing Wayside on the Dalton Highway
♦ Multiple waysides in Hatcher Pass
♦ Petersburg Bojer Wikan Fishermen’s Memorial Park
♦ Chilkat Bald Eagle Haines Council Grounds
♦ Worthington Glacier Scenic Viewing Area on the Richardson Highway
♦ McHugh Creek Overlook on the Seward Highway
♦ Channel Drive Wayside in Juneau
♦ Easf r ork Chulitna wayside in Cantwell
♦ Cooper Landing scenic overlook and boat ramp 
Educational
♦ Trail etiquette and safety education in the Fairbanks Northstar Borough.
♦ Trail hardening research by the RTCA.
♦ Trail design and construction training for volunteers statewide.
♦ Develop interpretive aids for the Lowenfels Nature Trail in Anchorage.
♦ Avalanche safety education workshops.
♦ Develop and install information kiosks and safety brochures in the Lower Susitna Drainage trail. 
O ther
♦ Complete the Four Corners Tram in Girdwood.
♦ Restore the Lavelle Young Wheelhouse.
♦ Construct numerous enhancements to the Seward Highway Scenic Corridor.
♦ And many other projects that support the improvement and maintenance o f  Alaska’s trails.
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E stab lish in g  A nticipated  F und ing  Levels 
O ne of the key elem ents of the STIP is the federal requirem ent that it 
be based  on anticipated funding for transportation from all sources. 
The federal-aid surface transportation funding program, TEA-21, 
expires S eptem ber 30, 2003. We have assu m ed  that the new 
authorizing law will be similar.

E stim a te  o f S u rface  T ran sp o rta tio n  Fund ing  -  F igure 5

Y ear 2004 2005 200G 2007 2008 2009
NHS & 
Ferry

48% 189.9 196.2 202.7 209.4 216.3 223.4

AHS 8% 31.7 32.7 33.8 34.9 36.1 37.2
CTP 33% 173.1 177.5 181.9 186.5 191.3 196.2

TRAAK 8% 31.7 -3 2 .7 33.8 34.9 36.1 37.2
All VaKies in millions of dollars excep l a s  noled; Ihe remaining 3%  is used  when strict 
balancing within o n e  category  is not possible..

S u rface  T ran sp o rta tio n  F und ing  S o u rce s  
Funding available to the sta te  com es from several funding agencies, 
m ost notably the Federal Highway Administration and Federal 
Transit Administration. The state  receives several categories of 
funding from each  of th ese  agencies. Each category, called 
apportionm ent, h as  distinct rules for project eligibility, match ratios, 
and  other programming factors.
Tentative apportionm ent designations are identified for proposed 
projects. T h ese  apportionm ent assignm ents are  estim ates and are 
subject to change. The alpha abbreviations shown in p aren theses 
a re  u sed  in the STIP project tables to identify the apportionm ent 
planned for funding each  project. The following paragraphs describe 
th ese  apportionm ent categories, eligible project types, their 
apportionm ent code and the ratio of federal funds.

In te rs ta te  M a in te n a n c e  (IM) -  Funds used for resurfacing, 
restoration, rehabilitation and reconstruction of the Interstate 
Highway System.^ The federal funds ratio is 93.4% (i.e., 93.4% of

Alaska’s  uniquo situallon, granted in federal law, 23USC Section 110(e), allow th ese
(.r...^unds,to^^.i(gegded;^ :̂ ny)pubUdr6â ^ |^^V ^^^(^i'j^^^tt.\t

the  eligible project cost is paid for by federal funds and the remaining 
6.6%  is paid for by state  matching funds.)

S ta te  P la n n in g  a n d  R e s e a r c h  (P L N G ) -  Thes* funds a re  designated  
for the m andatory planning and research  tasks the departm ent 
undertakes including preparation of the Statew ide Transportation 
Plan (SwTP) and S ta te  Transportation Improvement Program  (STIP), 
statistical m easurem ents of the transportation system  (traffic 
volumes, pavem ent condition, accident locations, c a u se s  and 
severity, and physical characteristics of roads an  highways), 
mapping, m anagem ent system s, engineering and econom ic studies 
and  applied research. The federal funds ratio is 80%.

M etropo litan  P la n n in g  (U R P L ) -  In Alaska, th ese  funds can be used  
in any urban area within the state. Planning p ro cesses  and special 
planning studies a re  eligible activities within this program. The 
federal funds ratio is 90.97%.

N a tio n a l H ig h w a y  S y s te m  (N H S) -  A system  of highways considered 
m ost important to interstate travel, national defense, connection with 
o ther m odes of transportation, and are  essential to international 
com m erce.5 The system  includes the current interstate highways 
and much of the old primary system . Federal law designated  
A laska's final system  of NHS routes in D ecem ber 1995. Currently 
2,100 miles of highway and 1,900 miles of ferry routes, including 
designated  terminals and all v esse ls  of the Alaska Marine Highway 
System  are  eligible for NHS funding. The federal funds ratio varies 
and is either 93.4% if spent on an  interstate route, or otherwise, 
usually 90.97%.

C o n g e s tio n  M itigation/A ir Q uality  (C M A Q ) -  T hese funds are for 
projects, which can be proven to reduce traffic congestion and/or 
improve air quality in federal-designated nonattainm ent areas.
Projects such a s  park and ride lots, transit bus replacem ent, vehicle 
inspection and m aintenance program improvements, signal 
coordination, ride-sharing and paving for dust control, qualify for 
th e se  funds. Carbon m onoxide-related projects have priority over
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airborne dust related projects under the rules applicable to this 
apportionment. The federal^funds ratio varies and is either 90.97% 
or 100% depending upor. the specific category of work.

S a fe ty  (S A )  -  Safety projects include hazard elimination, railroad
crossing, and railroad protective 
devices. In order to qualify, the 
project must be identified 
through the Highway Safety 
Improvement Program, which 
seeks to identify hazardous 
locations throughout the state 
based on accident histories. 

Dalton Highway -  Arctic Circle The federal funds ratio varies
and is either 90% or 100% 

depending upon the specific category of work.

T ra n sp o rta tio n  E n h a n c e m e n ts  (TE ) -  Transportation enhancements 
have been of particular interest to the general public and users of 
nontraditional transportation related facilities. The Governor has 
appointed a TRAAK Citizens Advisory Committee to recommend 
policy and programs to the Commissioner for implementation and 
operation of transportation enhancements. The federal funds ratio is 
90.97%.

Transportation enhancement activities are defined as: "with r e s p e c t  
to  a n y  p ro je c t o r  th e  a re a  to  h e  s e r v e d  b y  th e  pro ject, a n y  o f  th e  
fo llow ing  a c tiv itie s  if s u c h  activ ity  r e la te s  to  su r fa c e  transporta tion:

1. P ro vis io n  o f  fac ilities  for p e d e s tr ia n s  a n d  b ic yc les;

2. P ro v is io n  o f  s a fe ty  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l a c tiv itie s  fo r  p e d e s tr ia n s  a n d  
b icyc lis ts ;

3. A cq u is itio n  o f  s c e n ic  e a s e m e n t s  a n d  s c e n ic  o r  h istoric  s ite s ;

4. S c e n ic  o r  h isto ric  h ig h w a y  p ro g ra m s  (includ ing  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  
tourist a n d  w e lc o m e  c e n te r  facilities;

5. L a n d sc a p in g  a n d  o th e r  s c e n ic  beau tifica tion;

6. Historic preservation;
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7. R eh a b ilita tio n  a n d  o p era tio n  o f  h istoric  tra n sp o rta tio n  bu ild ings, 
s tru c tu re s , o r  facilities (includ ing  h istoric  ra ilroad  fac ilities  a n d  
ca n a ls);

8. P reserv a tio n  o f  a b a n d o n e d  ra ilw ay corridors (includ ing  th e  
c o n v e r s io n  a n d  u s e  th e r e o f fo r  p e d e s tr ia n  o r  b ic yc le  trails);

9. C on tro l a n d  r e m o v a l o f  o u td o o r  a d ve r tis in g

10. A rc h a e o lo g ic a l p la n n in g  a n d  re se a rc h

11. E n v iro n m e n ta l m itiga tion  to  a d d r e s s  w a te r  p o llu tio n  d u e  to  
h ig h w a y  ru n o ff o r  r e d u c e  v e h ic le -c a u s e d  wildlife m orta lity  w h ich  
m a in ta in  h a b ita t connectiv ity ; a n d

12. E s ta b lish m e n t o f  transporta tion  m u s e u m s .

S u r fa c e  T ransporta tion  P rogram  (S T P )  -The funds may be used on 
projects ranging from new construction to resurfacing, and may also 
be used for transit projects. 6 The federal funds ratio varies typically 
93.4% if spent on interstate routes or 90.97% otherwise. (For 
simplicity, we include in this category, other federal-aid highway 
program funds which have equal flexibility, such as Minimum 
Guarantee.)

S c e n ic  B y w a y s  -  This is a small category designated for planning, 
design and development of scenic byways programs on existing 
highways. The funds Alaska receives under this program are based 
on successful competition with applicants nationwide. The federal 
funds ratio is 80%.

F erry B o a t D iscre tio n a ry  F u n d s  (FBD) -  Each year, the Federal 
Highway Administration receives applications from states for the 
nationwide allocation of Ferry Boat Discretionary funds. Projects 
must be for the construction or improvements to ferryboats or ferry 
terminal facilities on National Highway System routes. Funds are 
available only in the year approved. The federal funds ratio is 80%. 
Alaska does not anticipate funding from this source at the present

6 A laska 's unique silualion, granted in federal law, 23USC Seclion 1 18(e), allow Ihesc  
funds to b e  expended on any public road.

\



time (b ecau se  of the earm arked funding described below), but we 
routinely m ake application for th ese  funds.

F erry  B o a t D isc re lio n a iy  F u n d s  - A la s k a  E a rm a rk  (FBD A) -  TEA-21, 
Section 1207 se t aside $10 million annually for capital projects on 
the Alaska Marine Highway System  as  described in the above 
category. T he Federal funds ratio is 80%.

H igh Priority (H IPRI) -  In TEA-21, Section 1602, C ongress 
earm arked funds for over 1,800 projects in many states. Alaska 
received over $68 million for sixteen projects. T hese funds are not 
available for o ther projects. The federal sh are  is 80%.

B rid g e  D isc re tio n a ry  P ro g ra m  (BD P ) -  This is a nationwide 
competitive program  for rehabilitation or replacem ent of bridges that 
m ore than $10 million. The bridges must be on a federal-aid 
highway. The federal share  is 80%.

F e d e ra l L a n d s  H ig h w a y  P rogram  -  Other federal surface 
transportation funding program s, not generally allocated to the 
sta tes, include the Park R oads and Parkways, Forest Highways, and 
Indian R eservation R oads. This program  is m anaged by the 
W estern Federal Land Highway Division, part of the Federal 
Highway Administration in Vancouver, W ashington. In addition, 
there is a competitive program called Public Lands Discretionary 
funding which the  s ta te  does often apply for. The list of projects 
funded from this source m ust be included in the STIP. The federal 
funds ratio is 100%. T he individual program s are described below:

Park R oads and Parkw ays -  planning, research , engineering, 
and construction of the highways, roads, and parkways, or of 
transit facilities within national parks.

Forest Highways (FH) -  planning, research, engineering, and 
construction of the highways, roads, and parkways, or of transit 
facilities within '.lie National Forest. T hese funds may be seen  in 
conjunction wiln projects on Prince of W ales Island.

Indian R eserv ation R oaos -  transportation planning, research, 
engineering, and construction of the highways, roads, and 
parkways, or of transit facilities within Indian reservations.

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
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Public Lands Discretionary Funds (PLD) -  . 
competitive program. Eligible projects are b h 'T o a d s ^ ,a ^ e 3 t£ p i^  
adjacent to federal lands. Most of the projects ̂ ijl; be fouFi' 
the Alaska Highway System. MH P

Transit Funding Sources (Federal Transit Administration)::
E lderly  a n d  P e r s o n s  w ith D isabilities P rogram  
consists of pass-through grants to nonprofit o r g a n i z a t i o n ^ '
purchase of vehicles and related 
equipm ent, facilities and transportation 
services. The vehicles will be u sed  to 
transport the elderly and persons with 
disabilities. The Alaska Departm ent of 
Transportation and Public Facilities 
established a committee to review the 
projects submitted to u se  these  funds. 
DOT&PF applies to FTA for approval of 
projects. The federal funds ratio is 
80%.

Accessible Transit Van 
IViat-Su Boroucih

N o n -u rb a n iz e d  A re a  F orm ula  P rogram  (5 3 1 1 ) — This program 
provides funding to enhance the ac cess  of people in non-urbanized 
a reas  to health care, shopping, education, employment, public 
services and recreation and to assis t in the m aintenance, 
developm ent, improvement, and u se  of public transportation system s 
in rural and small urban areas. The Rural Transit A ssistance 
Program (RTAP) is a com ponent of this program. RTAP funds 
provide training and technical ass is tan ce  to transit operators. The 
federal funds ratio is 80% for capital projects and up to 50% for 
operating assistance .

C apita l P rogram  (5 3 0 9 ) -  This funding provides capital ass is tan ce  
for fixed guideway modernization, construction and extension of new 
fixed guideway system s, and bus and bus-related equipm ent and 
construction projects. Urbanized and non-urbanized a re a s  are 
eligible to receive th ese  funds. Twenty percent of the funds are 
available on a discretionary basis for buses and bus related facilities. 
Eligible applicants for th ese  funds a re  s ta te s  and local public bodies.



511 -  New Federal C om m unications C om m ission d esignated  three characte r num ber 
to a c c e s s  information about travel conditions. Alaska DOT&PF will coordinate this 
new  num ber with the CARS d a ta b ase  to provide accurate  information about travel and 
road  w eather information. Part of the A laska iways program .

ADOT&PF -  A laska D epartm ent of Transportation and  Public Facililies -  The agency  
within Alaska s la te  governm ent em pow ered to own, operate, plan, design  and 
construct transportation facililies.

A DEC -  Alaska D epartm ent of Environm ental Conservation -  The agency  within 
A laska sla te  governm ent responsible for air quality program s, including transportation 
air quality m atters.

AHS -  A laska Highway System  -  T he A laska Highway System  is com posed of those  
transportation facililies, excluding those on the National Highway System , that provide 
g rea te r utility to Alaska a s  a  whole. Ilian lo individual comm unities.

AIP -  Airport Im provem ent Program  -  A schedu le  of projecls for airports throughout 
the  s ta le , funded with Federal Avialion Administralion funds.

AMATS -  A nchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Study -  A joint local-state 
planning and program m ing organization, d esignated  a s  the Metropolitan Planning 
O rganization for A nchorage and charged  with developing a  Transportation 
Im provem ent Program  for the A nchorage urbanized a rea  in com pliance with the 
current su iface  transportation act (TEA-21).

AMHS -  The A laska M arine Highway System  -  The d ep artm en t’s  system  of v esse ls, 
term inals and ro u tes that link m ost of A laska 's coastal com m unities from the Aleutians 
lo Southeast.

A p p o rtio n m e n ts  -  Program  funding levels authorized by TEA-21 from the federal 
Highway Trusl Fund. T h ese  am ounts a re  calculated annually and  distributed to 
s la te s . They are  available for four years, typically. Expenditures of apportionm ents 
a re  generally  subjecl lo and limited by annually appropriated obligation authority.

B ridge  D isc re tio n ary  P ro g ram  -  A competitive program  adm inistered by the FHWA 
for m ajor bridge rep lacem ent or for new  b ridges that rep lace  ferry routes.

BIA -  B ureau of Indian Affairs -  Som e TEA-21 funds a re  allocated direclly to the BIA 
for ultim ate distribution to Alaska Native villages. T hese  funds m ust be Included in the 
STIP but a re  nol conlrolled or allocated by the Slate.

C ARS -  Condition Acquisition and Reporting S ystem  -  A w eb -b ased  d a tab ase , with 
m ap  interface, for entering and  reporting information about travel conditions. Part of 
the  A laska iways program .

G lo s s a ry  o f T e rm s CMAQ -  Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality -  A specific funding program  of TEA-21 
targeted to reducing air pollutants in nonaltainm ent a re a s , specifically A nchorage and 
Fairbanks.

C onform ity  -  A federal required p ro cess  u sed  lo ascertain  if proposed Iransportalion 
p lans or projecls will reduce  em issions of pollutants in a re a s  which a re  considered  to 
be  in nonaltainm ent. Generally speaking, plans, such a s  the TIP and STIP and 
individual projects m ust be  reviewed for conformity. A bsent a finding of conformity, 
such  decisions, except for specified categories of projecls, plans or projects cannot be 
im plem ented in the nonaltainm ent a reas.

CTP -  Community Transportation Program  -  A program  of the Alaska D epartm ent of 
T ransportation and Public Facililies that a d d re sse s  a  wide range of community 
transportation m odes, including rural and  urban roads, and  transit.

CVISN -  Commercial Vehicle Information System  and Network -  a  federal program  to 
improve the efficiency and safety  review s of comm ercial vehicles involving electronic 
tiansfer of information betw een sla tes, and autom atic weighing and identification of 
comm ercial vehicles a s  they p a ss  weigh s 'a tions. It is part of the A laska iways 
program.

D isc re tio n ary  F un d in g  -  Several dedicated  funding sou rces wherein projecls 
com pete nationally including Ferry Boat, Bridge and  Public Lands.

E n v ironm en ta l J u s t ic e  -  An em erging federal requirem ent, based  on Title VI of the 
1961 Civil Rights Act and  Executive O rder #12898, 1991. The e sse n c e  of this 
Executive Order, pertaining lo transportation issu es, Is the requirem ent that the 
delivery of transportation benefits shall be  equitable with regard  to populations 
protected under the Civil Rights Act.

FMATS -  Fairbanks Metropolitan Area Transportation System  -  Portions of the City of 
Fairbanks, the City of North Pole, and the Fairbanks North S tar Borough were 
designated  the Fairbanks Urbanized Area by the US C en su s Bureau on May t, 2002. 
FMATS planning organization h a s  been in place for som e lime, btil it will becom e 
m ore formal with this new  urbanized a re a  designation. It will becom e the designated  
Metropolitan Planning Organization which will se lec t projects to Le included in a 
m etropolitan Transportation Im provem ent Program , similar to A nchorage.

F ed era l L an d s  H ighway P ro g ram  -  A funding program  for public highways on 
federal lands adm inistered directly by the FHWA. In Alaska this program  u se s  a 
three-agency  project selection com m ittee including FHWA, the  US Forest Service and 
ADOT8PF. T hese  funds m ust b e  included in the STIP but a re  not controlled or 
allocated by the slate.

Ferry  B oat D isc re tio n ary  P ro g ram  -  A program  adm inistered by the FHWA for ferry 
and terminal projecls. Under TEA-21 Alaski. receives $10 million annually in specified 
funds from Ihe program  and is further eligible for nalionwide competition for the 
unspecified portion of the program.
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FAA -  Federal Aviation Administration -  The federal agency of the US Departm ent of 
Transportation responsible for funding airport and  aviation projects.

FFY -  Federal Fiscal Year -  The period O ctober 1 -  Septem ber 30. For exam ple, the 
FFY 2001 is the period October 1, 2000 -  Septem ber 30, 2001.

FHWA -  Federal Highway Administration -  The federal agency of the US D epartm ent 
of Transportation responsible for funding highways, trails and ferry projects.

2$ FRA -  Federal Rail Administration -  The federal agency  of the US D epartm ent of 
T ransportation responsible for railroad Issues.

FTA -  Federal Transit Adminislration -  The federal agency  of the US D epartm ent of 
T ransportation responsible for funding transit projecls.

High P rio rity  F u n d in g  -  D edicated funds for specific projects established in federal 
law. Also know a s  dem onstration (dem o) or earm arked  projecls.

ISTEA -  Intermodal S urface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 -  An act of 
C o n g ress providing funding authorization for highways, safely, and m ass 
transportation for a  six-year period for federal Fiscal years 1992 through 1997. This 
law w as responsible for som e new  program s, such  a s  CMAQ and Transportation 
E nhancem ents, implementing the STIP planning requirem ents.

ITS -  Intelligent T ransportation System  -  A range  of technologies designed  lo improve 
the  effectiveness of existing and new transportation investm ents. There a re  several 
possib le ITS applications within Alaska that a re  under consideration.

fw ays -  The departm ent's nam e and logo for several intelligent transportation system  
projecls.

MPO -  Metropolitan Planning Organization -  The forum for cooperative transportation 
decision making for an  urbanized a rea  involving mulliple governm ent agencies. In 
A laska, A nchorage is the only MPO. AMATS (Anchorage Metropolitan Area 
Transpiration Study) is the A nchorage MPO and includes representation of 
ADOT&PF, ADEC, an d  the Municipality of Anchorage. T he Fairbanks urban a re a  is 
now  eligible to form an MPO and  this effort is underway.

NAAQS -N ational Ambient Air Quality S tandard  -  S tandards established in the Clean 
Air Act for various pollutants. T hose m ost concerning Alaska transportation issu e s  a re  
CO (carbon monoxide) and PM (particulate m atter -  dust and sm oke).

N eed s  L ist -  Transportation N eeds and Priorities in Alaska -  A docum ent of the 
A laska D epartm ent of Transportation and Public Facilities that lists all desired 
transportation projects in the sta te , including highways, ferries, trails, transit, airports, 
harbors, and  buildings. The N eeds List is used  a s  a starting point for preparation of 
the  STIP.
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NHS -  National Highway System  -  The m ost important highways and  ferry rou tes in 
the United S la tes . C ongress m ust approve NHS designations b ased  on 
recom m endations by the FHWA.

N o n a tta ln m cn t A rea -  A  designated  geographic a rea , which b ased  on long-term  air 
quality sam pling, has b een  found to be in nonaltainm ent for o n e  or m ore NAAQS. In 
Alaska, there a re  four nonaltainm ent a rea s: Juneau-M endenhall Valley, A nchorage, 
Eagle River and Fairbanks.

O bligation  A uthority  -  The total am ount of federal highway funds that can  be 
authorized for projecls in a  given FFY. This am ount results from annual 
C ongressional appropriations and  h as  historically b e en  less than  the annual total 
program  apportionm ents authorized by TEA-21 and p red ecesso r legislation.

PEB -  Project Evaluation Board -  The board  em pow ered lo evaluate  an d  score  
projects; it is a  team  of six m an ag ers  from the Alaska D epartm ent of T ransportation 
and Public Facililies. T here  is a  board for surface transportation and ano ther for 
aviation.

PIP -  Public Involvement P rocedure  -  An estab lished  se t of p rocedures providing for 
public involvement followed in preparing the SwTP an d  the STIP. The PIP  is required 
under federal regulation, and  ch an g es to the  PIP m ust be  undertaken with a  public 
review process.

Public  L ands D isc re tio n ary  -  A program  adm inistered by the  FHWA under Federal 
Lands Highways for highways on public lands, Alaska can apply for nationwide 
competitive funds annually.

R eg ional T ra n sp o rta tlo n  P lan  -  Also know a s  an "area  transportation plan", a 
detailed multimodal plan for a region nr geographical a rea  within Alaska prepared  by 
the ADOT&PF. As defined, the regional transportation plans a re  an e lem ent of the 
SwTP and  com prise the recon’T,ended projects for the SwTP for a  given region. 
Several regional transportation p lans are  currently in progress. The p lans for 
S ou theast Alaska and Prince W iliam  Sound are  com plete.

RWIS -  Road W eather Information System  -  A system  of roadside sen so rs , 
com m unications and da ta  m anagem en t lo se n se , receive and portray highway travel 
conditions. Part of the Alaska iways program .

SIP -  S ta le  Im plem entation Plan -  A sta te  (ADEC) prepared  plan defining how the 
NAAQS will be  m et in a re a s  currently defined by the US EPA a s  not m eeting national 
s tan d ard s for air quality. T ransportation e lem en ts called for in the SIP a re  eligible for 
CMAQ funds and m ust be  im plem ented in the  year defined In the  SIP.

SIB -  S ta te  Infrastructure Bank -  A FHWA program  originally se e d ed  with S2.5 million 
for A laska. After depositing the se e d  funding and m atch funding, and possib le other 
s ta le  funds into the bank, the  S tate can  u se  the bank to m ake loans, back bond 
issues, and  accelera te  S ta te  federal-aid highway projects. The bulk of the initial SIB 
program  h a s  b een  loaned to the W iittier Project and will be repaid with tunnel loll 
revenues.



STIP -  S la te  Transportation Im provem ent Program  -  A staged , multi-year, statew ide, 
interm odal program  of surface  transportation projecls which is governed by surface 
transportation regulations and  funded primarily with surface transportation program  
funds. Tlte STIP is p repared  by ADOT&PF and is approved by FTA and FHWA.

Sw TP -  Statew ide Transportation Plan -  A federally required plan upon which 
projecls In Ihe STIP m ust conform. In Alaska the SwTP Is a policy plan for Ihe sta le  
a s  a  whole. Regional p lans a re  p repared  for individual a rea s  of the sta le , which 
outline recom m ended projecls and a re  each  an  elem ent of the Statew ide Plan.

TEA-21 -  Transportation Equity Act for Ihe 21u Century -  The m osl current law 
describing the surface transportation policy of the United S ta les and making program  
allocations for funding in various categories to the sta tes. The law is valid from 1998 -  
2003.

TCM -  T ransportation Control M easure -  A project or strategy to reduce air pollution 
from transportation sources. Encouraging m otorists lo plug in Iheir engine heaters 
during cold w eather can  reduce carbon m onoxide, and a program  of public ad s  to 
en courage  this behavior is a  TCM.

TIP -  Transportation Im provem ent Program  -  Also known a s  the AMATS-TIP, a 
su b se t of Ihe STIP developed by AMATS for transportation projects within urban 
A nchorage. W ien  the Fairbanks urbanized a rea  estab lishes its Metropolitan Planning 
O rganization, it too, will develop a  Transportation Improvement Program .

TRAAK -  Trails and  Recreational A ccess for Alaska -  A program  of Ihe ADOT&PF 
an d  Ihe Alaska D epartm ent of Natural R esources that ad d ress  trails, scenic highways, 
recrealional a c c e s s  points and interpretive facililies.

WIM -  W eigh in motion -  S en so rs  p laced in the highway at key locations to identify 
the weight of passing  vehicles. This data  is required to fulfill national reporting 
stan d ard s to the US DOT. It is also u sed  in som e c a se s  for weight enforcem ent of 
highway loads, and to help eng ineers establish  fulure design  standards b ased  on 
actual traffic using the roadway. Part of Ihe Alaska iways program .

A laska D epartm en t of T ran sp o rta tio n  an d  Public Facilities
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D e a r  P a u l a  a n d  V i g o .

W e  j u s t  w a n t e d  lo  s e n d  y o u  a  n o t e  t h a n k i n g  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h o s p i t a l i t y  d u n n g  o u r  v i s i t  to  A la s k a .  

O u r  t r i p  to  D e n a l i  w a s  a  h i g h l i g h t  o f  o u r  s i \  w e e k  e x c u r s i o n .

A l a s k a  is  a  b e a u t i f u l  s t a te .  W e  c o n s i d e r  it to  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  m u s t  s e e  a r e a s  a r o u n d  th e  w o r l d

W e  w a n t  lo  c a l l  to  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  s i t u a t i o n  th a t  e x i s t s  a l o n g  d i e  A l a s k a  

I l i g h w a y  ( R l .  2 )  b e t w e e n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  b o r d e r  a n d  T o k .  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  d o w n  th e  T o k  C u t o f f  ( R t  

I ) t o  ( i l e n n a l i e n .  V i r t u a l l y  a ll  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  in  t h i s  a r e a  a r e  c l o s e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  n o  t o i l e t s  

o r  r r a s h  h o l d e r s  a t  o t h e r  p u l l - o f f  s i t e s  a l o n g  th e  r o a d s .  T h e  r e s u l t  is  a  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  t r a s h  a n d  

h u m a n  e x c r e m e n t  a l o n g  t h e  h i g h w a y .

In a d d i t i o n ,  o n e  e n c o u n t e r s  m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  r o a d  s i g n s  d e s t r o y e d  b e y o n d  u s e f u l n e s s  a p p a r e n t l y  

b y  g u n f i r e ,  a n d  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t i e s  l i n i n g  t h e  r o a d  s t r e w n  w i t h  w h a t  c a n  o n l y  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  j u n k .

C r o s s i n g  t h e  b o r d e r  f r o m  C a n a d a  i n to  A l a s k a  i s  a  s h o c k  t h a t  d o e s  a  g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  lo  y o u r  

b e a u t i f u l  s t a te .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w e  o b s e r v e d  at t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  t o u r i s t  s e a s o n ,  i s  a  p a l p a b l e  

d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  v i s i to r s .  M a n t a  a n d  1 f e e l  th a t  i f  w e  h a d  n o t  h a d  Ih e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  

y o u  in  A n c h o r a g e ,  w e  w o u l d  l ik e ly  h a v e  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  a n d  r e t u r n e d  to  C a n a d a  w h e r e  v i s i to r s  a r c  

m a d e  t o  f e e l  v e r y  w e l c o m e ,  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  w e l l  e q u i p p e d  a n d  t id y

W e h o p e  y o u  w ill c a l l  t h i s  to  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  y o u r  s t a le  a u t h o r i t i e s .  A l a s k a  is a  b e a u t i f u l  s t a te ,  a n d  

I w a n t  t o  b e  p r o u d  o f  it a s  p in t  o f  (h e  g r e a t  U n i t e d  S t a l e s  o f  A m e r i c a  A t  p r e s e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  

i m a g e  is s t a i n e d  b y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  w a r m  h o s p i t a l i t y .

S i n c e r e ly .

J i m  &  M a r i t a



Comparison of Minimum TE Expenditures Required Under Federal Law, 
and Total Level of TRAAK Project Funding 

1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 3

T ra n sp o rta tio n  E n h an c em en ts  v e rs u s  th e  TRAAK P rogram
The table below is a comparison between the Actual Transportation Enhancement Set-aside required in Federal 
law versus the TRAAK Program from the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). This does not 
include separated bike paths or waysides that were included in projects in the National Highway System program, 
Alaska Highway System or Community Transportation Program.

r i

TE Apportionment TE+Match TRAAK Program
1998 4,772,972 5,303,302 17,283,000 Original 1998-2000 STIP
1999 5,928,128 6,586,809 25,982,300 1998-2000 STIP Amendment li 11
2000 6,777,172 7,530,191 28,444,000 1998-2000 STIP amendment #23
2001 7,383,072 8,203.413 27,975,000 Original 2001-2003 STIP
2002 7,586,952 8,429,947 28,397,100 2001-2003 STIP Amendment tl6
2003 6,490,029 7,211,143 22,096,200 2001 -2003 STIP FINAL Amendment V17*

43,264,806 150,177,600

*2003 TRAAK Program was reduced approximately $9 Million in 
January, 2003 per a Best Interest Finding from Acting 
Commissioner Barton. This funding was added to the CTP 
program.

Provided by die Department of Transportation 
2/20/03



C o m p ariso n  of th e  A n ch o rag e  M etropolitan  Area T ran sp o rta tio n  S o lu tio n s  (AMATS) 
E n h an c em en ts  A llocation a t 10% an d  15%

Total AMATS
Allocation Actual 15% 10%

2000 $ 3 5 , 7 0 0 $ 5 , 4 0 0 $ 5 , 3 5 5 $ 3 , 5 7 0

2001 $ 3 8 , 3 5 0 $ 6 , 3 7 5 $ 5 , 8 2 8 $ 3 , 8 8 5

2002 $ 3 5 , 9 0 0 $ 5 , 2 0 0 $ 5 , 3 8 5 $ 3 , 5 9 0

2003 $ 4 2 , 8 5 0 $ 9 , 0 1 5 $ 6 , 4 2 8 $ 4 , 2 8 5

A verage $6,498 $ 5 ,7 4 9 $ 3 , 8 3 3

2004 $ 5 6 , 2 7 0 $ 8 , 7 5 2 $ 2 , 8 1 4 $ 5 , 6 2 7

2005 $ 5 7 , 2 5 1 $ 9 , 0 9 0 $ 5 , 7 2 5

2006 $ 5 9 , 2 7 6 $ 8 , 3 0 5 $ 5 , 9 2 7

A verage $6,736 $ 5 ,7 6 0

D a t a  P r o v i d e d  b y  A M A T S  2 0 0 1 - 0 3  T I P  a n d  

D r a f t  2 0 0 4 - 0 6  T I P
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Senate Bill 71 
Transportation Enhancement Projects
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To: Senators
From: Matt Davidson. Alaska Conservation Voters 
Date: M arch 12,2003

The developm ent and maintenance o f public trails, sidewalks, community boardwalks, and 
tourism enhancem ents are vital for a balanced transportation system in Alaska. SB 71. a thinly 
veiled attem pt to block the extension o f  the Coastal Trail in Anchorage, will directly impact 
funding o f  badly needed projects serving pedestrians, snowmachiners. dogm ushers, bicyclists, 
and tourism businesses across the state. We ask that you vote against SB 71.

SB 71 cuts funding for the Trails and Recreation Access for Alaska (TRAAK) program and 
limits the ability o f  the municipalities o f  Anchorage and Fairbanks to make their own choices 
about the level o f  federal money they put towards transportation enhancements.

It is inappropriate and unnecessary for the Legislature to dictate how local governm ents can 
spend their share o f  federal transportation dollars.

While the TRAAK program will remain above the federal minimum required o f  Transportation 
Enhancem ent funding after the SB 71 cut, this is merely the federa l minimum. A laska's rural 
com m unities depend on trails and boardwalks funded by the TRAAK program for basic 
transportation. A laska’s special circumstances make it totally appropriate for the state to commit 
more than the required minim um  to transportation enhancements. Under SB 71, vital projects 
will be forced to com pete for a shrinking slice o f  the money available for non-traditional 
transportation projects.

The TRA AK  cut also hurts programs funded by Transportation Enhancem ent monies. The 
SAFEKIDS program, partially funded by TRAAK money, provides helmets at a low' cost and 
educates children and adults on safe snowmobile practices on the Kenai Peninsula.

The balanced developm ent o f A laska’s transportation system requires the balanced allocation o f 
the state’s Federal transportation dollars. We urge you to protect local governm ent decision­
making and m aintain an adequate level o f  federal dollars for Transportation Enhancement 
projects in Alaska. Please vote against Senate Bill 71.

Matt Davidson, Conservation Advocate

A lask a  C o n s e rv a tio n  V o te rs  is a  nonprofit o rg an iz a tio n  d e d ic a te d  to p ro tec tin g  A la s k a 's  e n v iro n m en t 
th ro u g h  pub lic  e d u c a t io n  a n d  a d v o c a c y . O u r 34  m e m b e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  r e p r e s e n t  o v e r  3 5 ,0 0 0  A lask an s .

A la s k a n s  b u i ld i n g  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e .



Projects Supported by TRAAK Money
Diverse and necessary projects like these will suffer under the proposed SB 71 cuts.

Development and maintenance of trails for alternative methods of transportation:
® Contract trail groom ing o f  existing winter loop trails south o f  the Kenai River and east o f  

the Sterling Highway. Brush trails as needed.
• Reroute and construct snowm obile trails in Hatcher Pass.
• Construct a storage building for trail grooming equipment, and brush and maintain trails 

for year-round use for the existing 28 mile trail system maintained by the Alaska Dog 
M ushers’ Association north o f  Fairbanks.

• Vacate and realign a portion o f  the Iditarod Trail in the M at-Su Borough.
• Repair an existing 80-foot long bridge across the Little Chena River to provide a safe 

crossing for the Chena Hot Springs W inter Trail. Principle beneficiaries are 
snowmobilers and dog mushers.

Sidewalks, boardwalks and trails for pedestrians and bicyclists:
• Construct pedestrian facilities in downtown Ketchikan.
• Construct three bridges for creek crossings in the Homer Area.
• Develop a year-round m ultiple use trails system at the abandoned dump site in Circle.
• Improve trails for subsistence and wood gathering near Fort Yukon.

Enhancing Alaska as an International Tourist Destination:
• Wrangell Petroglyphs W ayside in W rangell.
• Construct numerous enhancem ents to the Seward Highway Scenic Corridor.
• Castle Hill Scenic Overlook in Sitka.
® Lake Aleknagik W ayside in Southwestern Alaska.
• M atanuska Glacier Overlook on the Glenn Highway.

Promotion of public safety:
•  Avalanche safety education workshops.
•  Trail etiquette and safety education in the Fairbanks Northstar Burough.
• Develop and install inform ation kiosks and safety brochures in the Lower Susitna 

Drainage trail.
• Develop interpretive aids for the Lowenfels Nature Trail in Anchorage.


