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SENATOR LYDA GREEN
SENATE D IST R IC T  G

SPONSOR STATEMENT
Senate Joint Resolution 10

Relating to the Pledge of Allegiance’

Senate Joint Resolution 10 resolves that the Alaska State Legislature 
supports a review by the United States Supreme Court of the Newdow V. U.S. 
Congress decision.

In Newdow vs. United States Congress, a panel of the Ninth Circuit 
decided that the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in public schools was 
unconstitutional. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals confirmed this decision and 
granted a 90 day stay to the California School District to appeal to the Supreme 
Court. If this decision is not reviewed, public schools in nine western states, 
including Alaska, will be banned from reciting the pledge.

SJR 10 expresses the support of the Alaska State Legislature for the 
review of Newdow vs. U.S. Congress by the United States Supreme Court and of 
our firm belief of the principles and ideals stated in our nation’s Pledge of 
Allegiance.

I ask for your support in the passage of this resolution.
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E xpressing  support for the  Pledge o f Allegiance.

IN THE SENATE OF TIIE UNITED STATES

M a r c h 4, 2003

Ms. M u r k o w s k i  (for herself, M r. M c C o n n e l l , M r. G r e c o , M r. H a t c h , M r. 
A l l e n , M r. A l e x a n d e r , M r. A l l a r d , Mr. B e n n e t t , M r. B r o s v n r a o k , 
M r. B u n n i n u , M r. B u r n s , M r. C h a f e i s , M r. C h a m b l i s s , M r. C o c i i - 
r a n , Mr. C o l e m a n , M s . C o l l i n s , Mr. C o r n v n , M r. C r a ig , M r. C k a p o , 
M r. D e W i n e , M rs. D o l e , M r. E n s i g n , M r. F i t z g e r a l d , M r. G r a h a m  
of S ou th  C arolina, M r. I J a g e l , M rs. H u t c h i s o n , M r. I n i i o e e , M r. Iv v l , 
M r. L o t t , Mr. L u o a r , Mr. M c C a i n , M r. N i c k l e s , M r. R o b e r t s , Mr. 
S a n t o r u m , M r. S h e l b y , M r. S m i t h , M s . S n o w b , .Mi'. S p e c t e r , M r. 
S t e v e n s , Mr. S u n u n u , Mr. T a l e n t , Mr. T h o m a s , M r. W a r n e r , Mr. 
S e s s i o n s , and  Ms. L a n d r i e u ) su lnn itted  the  following resolution; which 
w as ordered held at th e  desk

M a r c h  4, 2003 

C onsidered, am ended, and  agreed to

R E S O L U T I O N

Expressing support for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Whereas a 3-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap­
peals has ruled in Newdow v. United States Congress 
that the words “under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance 
violate the Establishment Clause when recited voluntarily 
by students in public schools;
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Whereas the Ninth Circuit has voted not to have the full 
court, on banc, reconsider the decision of the panel in 
Newdow;

Whereas this countiy was founded on religious freedom by 
the Founding- Fathers, many of whom were deeply reli­
gious;

Whereas the F irst Amendment to the Constitution embodies 
principles intended to guarantee freedom of religion both 
through the free exercise thereof and by prohibiting- the 
Government establishing- a religion;

Whereas the Pledge of Allegiance was written by Francis Bel­
lamy, a Baptist minister, and first published in the Sep­
tember- 8, 1892, issue of the Youth’s Companion;

Whereas Congress, in 1954, added the words “under God” to 
the Pledge of Allegiance;

Whereas the Pledge of Allegiance has for almost 50 years in­
cluded references to the United States flag, the country, 
to our- countiy Inning been established as a union “under 
God” and to this countiy being dedicated to securing 
“ liberty and justice for all”;

Whereas Congress in 1954 believed it was acting constitu­
tionally when it revised the Pledge of Allegiance;

Whereas the 107th Congress ovenvhehningly passed a resolu­
tion disapproving’ of the panel decision of the Ninth Cir­
cuit in Newdow, and ovenvhehningly passed legislation 
recodifying Federal law that establishes the Pledge of Al­
legiance in order to demonstrate Congress’s opinion that 
voluntarily reciting- the Pledge in public schools is con­
stitutional;



Whereas the Senate believes that the Pledge of Allegiance, as 
revised in 1954 and as recodified in 2002, is a fully con­
stitutional expression of patriotism;

Whereas the National Motto, patriotic songs, United States 
legal tender, and engravings on Federal buildings also 
refer to “God”; and

Whereas in accordance with decisions of the United States 
Supreme Court, public school students are already pro­
tected from being compelled to recite the Pledge of Alle­
giance: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—

2 (1) strongly disapproves of a decision b\r a

3 panel of the Ninth Circuit in Newdow, and the deei-

4 si on of the full court not to reconsider this case en

5 banc; and

6 (2) authorizes and instructs the Senate Legal

7 Counsel either to seek to intervene in the case to dc-

8 fend the constitutionality of the words “under God”

9 in the Pledge, or to file an amicus curiae brief in

10 support of the continuing constitutionality of the

11 words “under God” in the Pledge.
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