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SPONSOR STATEMENT
Senate Bill 77 

William Ransom Wood Centennial Bridge

Senate Bill 77 nam es the Fairbanks Riverwalk Centennial Bridge in honor of a true 
visionary and leader for Alaska, Dr. W illiam Ransom Wood.

Dr. Bill Wood arrived in Fairbanks, Alaska in 1960 w ith his w ife Dorothy Jane, son Mark 
and daughter Karen, to serve as the fourth president of our University of Alaska. After 
thirteen years of leading the University and shaping it into a w orld-class institution, he 
retired from University service and, w ith his family, decided to remain in Fairbanks.

Though he retired, he never stopped serving his com m unity. Dr. W ood was com m itted to 
making the place where he lived a better place than w hen he found it. He fulfilled that 
belief everyday of his 94 years. Even on his final days, he w as offering w ords of w isdom  
and urging national, state, and local leaders to begin or to finish com m unity projects.

Over the years, Dr. W ood w as a leader to many; he w as the M ayor of Fairbanks, Chair of 
Fairbanks Area Com m unity Hospital Foundation, founder of Festival Fairbanks, founder 
of Fairbanks Industrial D evelopm ent Corporation, and 1985 Alaskan of the Year. He was 
very active in Rotary International, serving as President, District 5010 Governor, and 
receiving Rotary's highest honor -  the Service Above Self Award.

At the age of 94 years old, Dr. W ood, as executive director of Festival Fairbanks, desired  
to com m em orate the centennial of Fairbanks with a pedestrian bridge over the Chena 
River to remember and respect the builders of the twentieth century. As Fairbanks 
celebrates its centennial this year, it is fitting that this bridge be know n statew ide as the 
William Ransom Wood Centennial Bridge in honor of a truly remarkable leader.

Thank you for joining me in support of this legislation.

Home of the
University of Alaska

s j v j t c  r , .  .

G a r y  w i l k e n  •;>
si:nat< m Sj

West Fairbanks U S

fTTj

Interim:
I KM Fax Are.

Fairbanks, Alaska W O I 
Tel: (00714 5 I-W 7  
Fax: (9071-!5b-XI(iJ



T he A laskan  Life of W illiam  R. W ood

V  U n ive rs ity  o f A la ska  President -  1960-1973

V  M ayo r o f Fa irbanks -  1978-1980

S Founder o f Fa irbanks Industria l D eve lopm ent C o rpo ra tion

Y  F irst Cha irm an  of the Greater Fa irbanks C om m un ity  H o sp ita l 
Founda tion  -1967

V  A irp o rt C om m un ity  C oun c il Charter M em ber

V  Co-Founder A la ska  Science and Techno logy Founda tion

Y  Founder o f Festiva l Fa irbanks whose m iss ion  is to support 
com m un ity  projects.

Y  Festiva l Fa irbanks Executive D irecto r (a non-m onetary position) 
from  its in ception  in  1981 -  2001.

Y  V is iona ry  &  Creator of G o lden  Fleart P la za  -1984

Y  O p in io n  co lum n ist fo r Fa irbanks D a ily  N ew s-M in e r -  1981-2001

Y  1985 A la skan  of the Year

V  Rotary D istrict 5010 (Yukon, A laska, Eastern Russia) G overno r -  
1985-1986

V Rotary Service Above  Self International A w a rd  - 2000

Y  Estab lished W ood  N anook  V ars ity  Ta lent Search and G rant 
Endow m ent w ith  the U n ive rs ity  o f A la ska  Fa irbanks -  1998

V  Pub lished  a tr ilogy  of poetry -  Not From Stone (1983), Legacy of 
Dreams (1993), and Nanook (2000)
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.Mrs. P ein stein ) and the  S en a to r  from 
Illinois (Mr. Durbi .v ) were added as co- 
sponsors of S en a te  R eso lu tion  183. a  
reso lu t ion  des igna t ing  the week begin­
n ing  on S ep tem ber  19. 19.99. and ending 
on S ep te m b er  25. 1999. as N ational 
Home Educa tion  Week.

SENATE RESOLUTION 195—EX­
P R ESSIN G  THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE CONCERNING DR. WIL­
LIAM RANSOM WOOD
Mr. STEVENS (for h im self  and Mr. 

M u r k o w s k i )  su b m i t te d  the  following 
reso lu tion : which was considered and  
ag reed  to:

S. R E S .  195

Whereas Dr. William R a n s o m  Wood's tire­
less dedication and wisdom have earned him 
honor, ble distinction for his work in the 
cit.v o. Fairbanks, the State of Alaska, and 
the Nation:
Whereas Dr. Wood served his country with 

distinction in battle during World Wa r  II as 
a captain in the United States Navy;
Whereas Dr. W o o d  served the people of 

Alaska as president cf the University of 
Alaska, chairman of the American Cancer 
Society, vice president of the Alaska Boy 
Scout Council. M e m b e r  of the Alaska Busi­
ness Advisory Council, chairman of the Alas­
ka Heart Association, and numerous other 
organizations:
Whereas Dr. W ood served the people of 

Fairbanks as mayor, chairman of the Fair­
banks C o m m u n i t y  Hospital Foundation, 
president of Fairbanks Rotary Club, and In 
m a n y  other capacities:
Whereas the city of Fairbanks, the State of 

Alaska, and the Nation continue to benefit 
from Dr. Wood's outstanding leadership and 
vision:
Wherens D Wood is the executive director 

of Festival I Thanks which desires to c o m­
memorate the centennial of Fairbanks. Alas­
ka with a pedestrian bridge which shall serve 
as a reminder to remember and respect the 
builders of the twentieth century: and 
Whereas It shall also be in Dr. Wood's 

words, "a memorial to the brave indigenous 
people. W h o  came before and persisted 
through hardships, generation after genera­
tion. The Centennial Bridge is a tribute to 
their stamina and ability to cope with 
changing times.": Now. therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the United States Senate 
urges the Secretary of Transportation R o d­
ney Slater to designate the Fairbanks. Alas­
ka Rlverwalk Centennial Bridge community 
connector project as the Dr. William R a n s o m  
W o o d  Centennial Bridge.

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

AIR TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT ACT

MCCAIN (AND OTHERS) 
AMENDMENT NO. 1891 

Mr. GORTON (for Mr. M c C a i n  (for 
h im self .  Mr. G o r t o n ,  and Mr. R o c k e­
feller)) proposed an  am e n d m e n t  to 
the  bill (S. 82) to au tho r ize  ap p rop r ia ­
t io n s  for Federal A viation  A d m in is t ra ­
tion ,  an d  for o th e r  purposes: as follows: 

(The a m en d m e n t  was n o t  ava ilab le  
for p r in ting .  I t  will appear  in a  fu tu re  
issue of the Record.)

GORTON (AND OTHERS) 
AMENDMENT NO. 1892 

Mr. GORTON (for himself, Mr. 
r o c k e f e l l e r , Mr. Gr assley . Mr. Har- 
kin . and Mr. Ashcroft) • proposed an  
am e n d m e n t  to  the  bill. S. 82. supra: as 
follows:
Strike sections 50B, 507. and 508 and Insert 

the following:
SEC. 500. CHANGES IN, AMD PHASE-OUT OF, SLOT 

RULES.
ia) Rules That apply to all slot Exemp­

tion REQUESTS.—
(II PROMPT CONSIDERATION OF REQUESTS.— 

Paction 41714(1) Is amended to read as 
follows:

••(1) 45-Day application process.—
••(I) Request for slot exemptions.—A ny 

slot exemption request filed with the Sec­
retary under this section, section 41717. or 
41719 shall include—

••(A) the names of the airports to be served: 
"(B) the times requested: and 
"(C) such additional information as the 

Secretary m a y  require.
••(2) ACTION ON request: FAILURE TO ACT.— 

Within 45 days after a slot exemption request 
under this section, section 41717. or section 
41719 Is received by the Secretary, the Sec­
retary shall—
"(A) approve the request if the Secretary 

determines that the requirements of the sec­
tion under which the request Is made are 
met;

"(B) return the request to the applicant for 
additional Information; or 
“(C) deny the request and state the reasons 

for Its denial.
"(3) 45-day period tolled for timely re­

quest for more information.—If the Sec­
retary returns the request for additional in­
formation during the first 10 days after the 
request is filed, then the 45-day period shall 
be tolled until the date on which the addi­
tional information is filed with the 
Secretary.
"(4) Failure to determine deemed ap­

proval.—If the Secretary neither approves 
the request under paragraph (21(A) nor denies 
the request under subparagraph (2)(C) within 
the 45-da.v period beginning on the date it Is 
received, excepting any days during which 
the 45-day period Is tolled under paragraph 
(3). then the request is deemed to have been 
approved on the 46th day after It was filed 
with the Secretary.".

(2) Exemptions may not be bought or 
sold.—Section 41714 is further amended by 
adding at the end the following:

"(J) Exemptions May not be bought or 
Sold.—No  exemption from the requirements 
of subparts K  and S of part 93 of title 14. 
Code of Federal Regulations, granted under 
this section, section 41717, or section 41719 
m a y  be bought or sold by the carrier to 
which it ii granted.".

(3) EQU..L TREATMENT OF AFFILIATED CAR­
RIERS.—Section 41714, as amended by para­
graph (2), is further amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following:
"(k) A f f i l i a t e d  C a r r i e r s .— For purposes 

of this section, section 41717. 41718, and 41719. 
the Secretary shall treat all commuter air 
carriers that have cooperative agreements, 
Including code-share agreements, with other 
air carriers equally Tor determining eligi­
bility for the application of any provision of 
those sections regardless of the form of the 
corporate relationship between the c o m­
muter air carrier and the other air carrier.".
(4) NE'7 e n t r a n t  s l o t s — Section 41714(c) is 

amende' —
(A) by striking "(1) In general.—":
(B) by striking "and the circumstances to 

be exceptional."; and
(C) by striking paragraph (2).

(5) Limited incumbent: regional jet,— 
Section 40102 is amended by—  '
(A) Inserting after paragraph <28> the 

following;
"(28A) Tho term 'limiced Incumbent air 

carrier' has the meaning given that term In 
subpart S of part 93 of title 14. Code of Fed­
eral Regulations, except Chat '20' shall be 
substituted for -12' in sections 93.213(aii5i. 
93.223(c)(3). and 93.225(h) as such sections 
were in effect on August 1,1998.'': and
(B) Inserting after paragraph (37) the fol­

lowing:
“(37A) The term 'regional jet' means a pas­

senger turbofan-powered aircraft carrying 
not fewer than 30 and not more than 50 pas­
sengers.".
(b) Phase-out of Slot Rules.—Chapter 417 

is amended—
(1) by redesignating sections 41715 and 41716 

as sections 41720 and 41721; and
(2) by Inserting after section 41714 tho fol­

lowing:

“841715. Phase-out of slo! rules at certain air­
ports

"(a) Termination.—The rules contained In 
subparts S and K  of part 93. title 14. Code of 
Federal Regulations, shall not apply—
"(1) after March 31, 2003, at Chicago O'Hare 

International Airport: and 
"(2) after December 31. 2006. at LaGuardia 

Airport or John F. Kennedy International 
Airport,

"(b) F A  A Safety authority Not com­
promised.—Nothing in subsection (ai affects 
the Federal Aviation Administration's au­
thority for safety and the movement of an 
traffic,

(c) preservation of existing service— 
Chapter 417. as amended by subsection tin. is 
amended by Inserting after section 41715 the 
following:

“841716. Preservation of certain existing slot- 
related air service

"A n  air carrier that provides air transpor­
tation of passenger from a high density air­
port (other than Ronald Reagan Washington 
National Airport) to a small hub airport or 
non-hub airport, or to an airport that Is 
smaller than a small hub or non-hub airport, 
on or before the date of enactment of the Air 
Transportation Improvement Act pursuant 
to an exemption from the requirements 
under subparts K  and S of part 93 of title 14. 
Code of Federal Regulations ipertaining to 
slots at high density airports), or where slots 
wore issued to an airline conditioned on a 
specific airport being served, m a y  not termi­
nate air transportation service for that route 
for a period of 2 years twlth respect to serv­
ice from LaGuardia Airport or John F. K e n­
nedy International Airport), or 4 years (with 
respect to service from Chicago O'Hare 
International Airport), after the date on 
which those requirements cease to apply to 
that high density airport unless—
“(1) before October I, 1999, the Secretary 

received a written air service termination 
notice for that route: or 
"(2) after September 30. 1999. the air car­

rier submits an air service termination no­
tice under section 41720 for that route and 
the Secretary determines that the carrier 
suffered excessive losses, including substan­
tial losses on operations on that route dur­
ing the calendar quarters Immediately pre­
ceding submission of the notice.".
(d) Special rules affecting LaGuardia 

Airport and John f . Kennedy inter­
national Airport.—Chapter 417. as amended 
by subsection (c), is amended by Inserting 
after section 41716 the following:

“541717. Interim slot rules at N e w  York air­
ports

"(a) In General.—The Secretary of Trans­
portation may, by order, grant exemptions
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By: Rhonda Boyles, Mayor
Victoria Foote 

Tim Beck
Introduced:
Adopted:

02/13/03
02/13/03

FAIRBANKS NORT STAR BOROUGH

RESOLUTION NO. 2003- 11

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NAMING THE FAIRBANKS RIVERWALK
CENTENNIAL BRIDGE AS 

THE WILLIAM RANSOM WOOD CENTENNIAL BRIDGE

WHEREAS, Dr. William Ransom Wood's tireless dedication and wisdom earned 
him honorable distinction for his work in the city of Fairbanks, the State of Alaska and 
the Nation: and

WHEREAS, Dr. Wood dedicated his life to better the lives of the citizens of the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Wood served the people of Fairbanks and the state as president 
of the University of Alaska and as the M iyor of the City of Fairbanks with honor and 
distinction; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Wood's vision was to celebrate the rich heritage of Fairbanks 
through the establishment of Golden Heart Plaza, Barnette Landing Beautification, and 
the community-wide celebrations of Fairbanks' centennial; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Wood desired to commemorate the centennial of Fairbanks with 
a pedestrian bridge, serving as a reminder to remember and respect the builders of the 
twentieth century, and the stamina and ability to cope with changing times; and

WHEREAS, as the Executive Director of Festival Fairbanks, Dr. Wood brought 
his vision into reality:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Rhonda Boyles, Borough Mayor, 
and the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly support the naming of the Fairbanks 
Riverwalk Centennial Bridge as the William Ransom Wood Centennial Bridge.

«
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution shall be sent to:

Governor Frank Murkowski 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Lisa Murkowski 
Congressman Don Young 
Interior Delegation
Mayor Steve Thompson, City of Fairbanks 
Fairbanks City Council 
Mayor Jeff Jacobson, City of North Pole 
North Pole City Council

Mona Lisa Drexler, CMC 
Municipal Borough Clerk

Ayes; Romans, Hutchison, Sattley, Williams, Beck, Frank, Foote, Henry, Soile 
Noes: None

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 13th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2003.

Richard J. Solie, Jr. 
Presiding Officer

ATTEST:

Fairbanks North Star Borough RESOLUTION NO, 2003-11
Page 2 of 2
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Introduced by: 
Date:

Mayor Thompson 
February 10, 2003

RESOLUTION NO. 4047

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NAMING THE FAIRBANKS 
RIVERWALK CENTENNIAL BRIDGE AS THE DR. WILLIAM RANSOM 

WOOD CENTENNIAL BRIDGE

WHEREAS, Dr. William Ransom Wood's contributions earned him 
honorable distinction for his work in the City of Fairbanks; and

WHEREAS, not only did Dr. Wood serve as President of the University of 
Alaska, Mayor of Fairbanks, but his tireless work on countless worthy community 
projects up to the end of his life is an example to all of us; and

WHEREAS, thanks to Dr. Wood's vision, Golden Heart Plaza and the 
Barnette Landing Beautification Project now exist, celebrating Fairbanks' one hundred- 
year history; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Wood envisioned a pedestrian bridge to commemorate 
the centennial of Fairbanks.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF FAIRBANKS that the City of Fairbanks supports the naming of the 
Fairbanks Riverwalk Centennial Bridge as the Dr. William Ransom Wood Centennial 
Bridge.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution shall be sent 
to the Governor of Alaska, the Congressional Delegation and the Interior Delegation.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 10th day of February, 2003.

Steve M. Thompson, M a ^ r
AYES: ^ 
NAYS: o 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT:

A T T E S T : APPROVED AS TO FORM:



TED STEVENS, ALASKA, CHAIRMAN
THAD COCHRAN. M ISSISS IPP I 
ARLEN SPEC T ER , PENN SYLVAN IA 
PETE V . OOM6NK3. NEW  MEXICO 
CHRISTOPHER S .  BOND. M ISSO URI 
SLADE GORTON . W ASHINGTON 
m it c h  M cC o n n e l l ,  K e n t u c k y  
CONRAD BU RN S. M ONTANA

RO BERT C . BYRD, W E ST  VIRGINIA
DANIEL K . INOUYE. HAWAII
ERN EST F. HO LU N GS, SOUTH CAROLINA
PATRICK J .  LEAHY. VERM ONT
FRANK R . LAl/TEN £3 ERG , NEW JE R S E Y
TOM  HARK1N, IOWA
B ARBARA A . M IKULSKJ, MARYLAND
HARRY REID , NEVADA
H ERB KOHL, W ISCONSIN
PATTY  M URRAY, WASHINGTON
BYRON L  DOR GAN, NOnTH DAKOTA
DIANNE F& NSTON. CALIFORNIA
RICHARD J  DURBIN, ILLINOIS

United States Senate
RICHARD C . S H ELB Y . A LA B A M A  
JUDO OREGG , NEW  HAM PSHIRE 
RO BERTF . BEN N ETT . UTAH

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025BEN NIGHTHORSE C A M P B E L L  COLORADO 

LARRY CRAIG . IDAHO
K A Y  BA ILEY HUTCHISON. TE X A S  
JO N  K Y L  ARIZONA February 28,2003

STEV EN  J .  CO RTEGE, STA FF OIRECTOR 
JA M E S  H. ENGU6H. M IN O RITY S T A FF  DIRECTOR

The Honorable Gary Wilken 
Alaska State Senator 
State Capitol, Room 514 
Jui.eau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senat

Thank you for contacting me regarding my support of legislation to name the Riverwalk 
Centennial Bridge in honor of Dr. William Ransom Wood. I am pleased that the Alaska 
Legislature will make this well deserved effort a reality.

Dr. Wood believed that a pedestrian bridge in downtown Fairbanks was a suitable 
structure to commemorate the centennial of Fairbanks. At the request of Dr. Wood, I sought 
funding for a pedestrian bridge to span the Chena River. Per my request, funding was included 
in the fiscal year 1999 Transportation Appropriations bill (PL 105-277) to construct the 
Riverwalk Centennial Bridge project. Shortly before final passage of this legislation, I offered 
Senate Resolution 195 to rename this structure as the Dr. William Ransom Wood Centennial 
Bridge. A copy of that resolution is attached to this letter.

Dr. Wood expected the Centennial Bridge to serve as a reminder to remember and respect 
the builders o f the Twentieth Century. Dr. Wood is well deserving of this honor because he was 
a builder o f the Twentieth and Twenty-First Century. Dr. Wood’s commitment to Fairbanks, the 
State of Alaska, and the nation will always be remembered. The naming of a bridge in his honor 
is only a small gesture to recognize a man that has done so much for so many.

I commend the Alaska Legislature for its recognition of a good friend and deserving 
Alaskan.

With best wishes,

TED STEVENS

TOO®
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R E A T E R *  F A I R B A N K SLCHAMBER
O  F  C O  M M  X  R  C  t

March 4,2003

250 Cushman St., Suite 20, Fairbanks, AK 99701*4665 
phone: (907) 452-1105, fax: (907) 456-6968

ftatf@fiirbafiltfdiunber.4rg 
website www.fiirbuiksdianiber.org

Senator Gary Wilken 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Wilkaru

On behalf of the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors, I am delighted to write a letter of support for 
Senate Bill 77, the William Ransom Wood Centennial Bridge.

Dr. Wood was an effective leader in the Fairbanks community 
and was loved by many. Through his work as President of the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks City Mayor, founder of Festival 
Fairbanks, and active in the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, 
Dr. Wood left a legacy; making Fairbanks a better place to live and 
work.

Dr. Wood's passion and dedication for Fairbanks is sorely 
missed by alL This bill, which would appropriately rename the 
pedestrian bridge across the Chena River for Dr. Wood, is a fitting 
tribute to a man who did so much for our community.

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce enthusiastically 
supports this bill and encourages its swift passage. If you have any 
questions about this letter, please call me or Ms. Kara Moriarty at 452- 
1105.

Sincerely,

Terry Aldridge 
Board Chairman

http://www.fiirbuiksdianiber.org
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