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Sponsor Statement

SB 309 - An Actrelated to the testing of prisoners for bloodborne

pathogens.

During 2003, approximately 40 Alaska correctional officers were potentially exposed to
bloodborne pathogens when they came into contact with blood or other bodily fluids
from prisoners. In most cases, die contamination was an intentional act.

If blood, bodily fluids or waste from a prisoner or person in custody contaminates a
correctional officer, diat person cannot be required to submit a blood sample for testing.
Most states offer diis type of protection to dieir correctional officers. The 18lh Legislature
moved in diis direction by requiring blood tests for persons charged widi sex offenses.

Currently, correctional officers who have been exposed may undergo a two-week
treatment widi a broad range of preventative medication for hepatitis, HIV, and other
potential contagions. Reactions to die medication can lead to lost time on die job and a

disruption of home life.

I respectfully request the support of my colleagues in providing our correctional officers
with a tool to control their potential exposure to life-threatening contamination in their

workplace.
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Sectional Analysis - SB 309

Section 1. Amends AS 18.15 by adding five new sections:

Section 18.15.400 - Authorizes bloodborne pathogen testing of prisoners

when requested by a correctional officer who has received significant

exposure from a prisoner.

Section 18.15.410 - Consent for testing; from the prisoner or the prisoner's
representative. Consentis not necessary if prisoner is unconscious or dies

before he or she is able to provide consent.

Section 18.15.420 - Provides provisions for testing without consent.
Section 18.15.440 - Confidentiality provisions.

Section 18.15.450 - Definitions.
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FISCAL NOTE

Sponsor
Requester

Expenditures/Revenues

' Senator Wagoner, Senator Elton
State Affairs, Judiciary

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected;

SB309-DQC-IHC-03-03-(

Corrections

RDU Administration & Operations

Component: Inmate Health Care

Note: Amounts do notinclude inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING

c apital expenditures

(CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL.

FY 2005

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
00

00
00

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
010)

Estimate of any currentyear (FY2004) cost:
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:

At this time the department does not anticipate a fiscal impact with the passage of this legislation.

0
0]
0

(Attach a separate page if necessary)

FY 2006

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
00

00
00

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
00

0]
0
0

Component No. 705
(Thousands of Dollars)
FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
00 00 00 00
00 00 00 00|
00 00 00 00
(Thousands of Dollars)
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
00 00 00 00
0 0 0 0
0 0] 0] 0]
0 0 0 0

Provisions of this legislation currently are addressed under the federal Bloodborne Pathogens standards
promulgated by OSHA (29 CFR 1910-1030 dated December 1991) and adopted by Alaska OSHA (under
8 AAC 61-1010). The activities outlined and more relating to protection from, documentation of, and
response to occupational exposure are essentially in effect under the existing OSHA standards. These
tasks currently are addressed by the department and any additional tasks will be accomplished by the

existing staff within the Department of Corrections.

Prepared by: Jerry D. Burnett, Director
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